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Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.
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Richmond Hill's Mayor David West (right) presents Dr Budhendranauth Doobay with a cap
during his 82nd birthday celebration last month at Vishnu Mandir. Dr Doobay plans to wear
the cap while participating in the TCS Toronto Waterfront Marathon on October 16.
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Tony Iannuzzi (centre) is captivated by CDCO Representative Mulisius
Joe (left), & Rosemary Powell, Executive Director, Toronto Community
Benefits, at his September 8 retirement party. See story on Page 3

Dialysis marathon fund-raiser picking up pace
By Romeo Kaseram
Toronto – An invitation to the diaspora to
engage in a more active lifestyle, and to help raise
funds for the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic continues to see reassuring and positive support, an
organiser with the Global Care Outreach Program
– Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic said last week.
It is “positively proving to be a marathon run
itself ”, said Roy Doobay in describing how the
effort was picking up pace.
He is an organiser with the volunteer team that
includes Radharani Rajaram, Prabhat Sood, and
Janty Ramkumar. The team is doing the heavy
lifting at Vishnu Mandir in preparation for the
premiere fall event, the Tata Consultancy Services
Toronto Waterfront Marathon.
According to Roy, the run-up to the TWM is
seeing the volunteer team thoroughly committed to, and working assiduously towards actively
recruiting marathon participants and donors.
The volunteers are also showing incredible stamina
as they acquire growing support, which is not only
coming from the diaspora alone.
And they have been practically “pounding the
pavement” in raising much-needed funds for the
Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinics in Guyana.
The group is doing all of its marathon legwork as
a charity partner in collaboration with the worldclass TWM. The internationally recognised run
will take to the streets of Toronto come October 16.
And taking the lead at point for team Global
Care on the morning of October 16 will be no other
than the good doctor himself, Dr Budhendranauth

E

Jamieson

S

Queen St.

West Lodge

W

Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

Doobay, chair of Vishnu Temple, and founder of
the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinics.
Dr Doobay recently celebrated his 82nd birthday, but as he declared, this being his second year
as an octogenarian was no excuse for him to not
lead his team on a five kilometre marathon trek on
the streets of Toronto.
“I don’t know how to sit and quietly enjoy my
old age,” he laughingly told Indo-Caribbean World
last week, adding, “It’s only five kilometres. I walk
five kilometres each day!”
Dr Doobay again extended his call to the extensive diaspora in the Greater Toronto, Hamilton
Area, across Canada, New York, Florida, and elsewhere in the US, and across the globe, to continue
with their tremendous participation, which he
noted has emerged since Global Care took the first
step in its marathon fund-raiser run.
Said Dr Doobay: “I am feeling very positive.
The support has been overwhelming. We’re asking
anyone and everyone to give whatever you can
afford. I want people to support the marathon,
and also to let others know about living a healthy
lifestyle.”
Dr Doobay also renewed what has been his
eternal call to the diaspora to engage in healthy
living in the context of his ongoing humanitarian work in Guyana, where medical attention
is administered to everyone who needs it at the
Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinics.
And as he does during his ‘Medical Corner’ at
Vishnu Mandir, he reiterated his universal call to
See Page 11: In-person
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$760,000

$850,000

Prime Location!

Legal Duplex!

Full legal duplex on lge lot w/ tall trees. Has 2 selfcontain. units w/2 furn., 2 hot wtr tanks, 2 laund.,
2 meters, 2 electrical panels, 2 sep garages w/
parking for 6 vehicles. Upper unit sprawls with tall
ceilings, lrge winds., 4 bdrms, 2 baths. 2nd unit
self-contained w/3 bdms, w/room & ext. lge winds.
Live in one, rent other: let other guy pay mortgage!

Take a look at this impressive townhome, located
in a small fenced area with visitor parking. This
home is recently renovated with LED lights, lovely
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
updated kitchen & a finished basement. The real
yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted and professionally cleaned!

$329,000

FOR LEASE: $3,000

Investor’s Dream

Newly Renovated!

Freshly painted & looking for family for surprisingly
spacious home. Features just-put-in laminate,
bright LED pot lights, overly spacious backyard,
large driveway. Fin. basement with room for office,
playrm, bdrm, etc. Family-oriented neighbourhood,
close to schools, transit, & many amenities.

Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!

$630,000

$699,900
Sundrenched Suite

Love a Spectacular View?

Take in sprawling cityscape from 2 sep. spacious &
private balcs. Modern unit boasts space, with welldesigned open conc. layout, lrge primary bdm w/a
4pc ensuite, ensuite laundry in 2nd bdrm, gleam.
laminate thruout & more. Sunsoaked flr-2-ceiling
winds., kitch. breakfast bar & cutout to let in light –
a charming space designed for happy living!

Spacious 2 level suite in south Etobicoke. Features
a modern open concept style with tall glass
windows. This suite is nicely updated with a marble
fireplace, decorated ceiling with crown molding,
large open balcony, and a private patio off of the
principal bedroom.
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Don’t miss out on amaz. home on spacious corner
lot. Main flr opn cncpt. design, quartz ktcn count.,
eng. hrdwd flrs & 9’ ceilings. Plush warm carpet on
upper fls & lam. in bsmt. App 4k sq ft finish. space.
Has impress. built porch w/ glass railings, accented
with double French drs & cust. built storage shed.
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Smart! Smooth! Spectacular!
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$1,419,500

$849,000
Investor’s Dream!
Don’t miss amazing opportunity! Raised bungalow
in a prime Toronto location boasts a w/in & w/out
basement! Can easily convert into legal 2 family
home. Features two impressively large kitchens,
open balcony off liv & din rooms, private b/yard &
spacious interior. Brimming with possibilities!
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DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Attending the retirement celebration were (left to right) Tom Cardinal, Rod Thompson, Claudio Mazzotta, Tony
Iannuzzi, Jason Rowe, CDCO President Mike Yorke, Tomi Hulkkonen, Mark Lewis, & Paul Daly.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario

CDCO celebrates Iannuzzi’s retirement

(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca

Toronto – The Carpenters District Council of Ontario cel- representatives from the 17 local unions in Ontario. Issues
ebrated the retirement of Tony Iannuzzi, Executive Secretary surrounding equity, diversity, and inclusion are addressed,
Treasurer, on September 8 at the Paramount Event Centre. and the committee shares information on how to assist with
Executives of the local unions were present, along with the the CDCO’s growth, and how to build more inclusivity in its
CDCO’s President Mike Yorke, who co-chaired the event.
membership.
Unable to attend due to a prior commitCampbell also shared a touching anecdotal
ment, Chris Campbell, Vice President of the
moment on how his respect grew for Iannuzzi’s
Toronto Carpenters’ Union Local 27, and
commitment and vision to equity, diversity,
Director of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
and inclusion.
with the CDCO sent greetings.
Recalling the time “when nooses, graffiti,
His message was delivered by Rosemary
[and] racial slurs” began appearing on jobsites
Powell, Executive Director, Toronto Comacross the city, Campbell said he approached
munity Benefits, and CDCO Representative,
Iannuzzi for “permission to carry the [United
Mulisius Joe.
Brotherhood of Carpenters] flag in the Black
In his message, Campbell noted that
Lives Matter peaceful protest march in Toronto
Iannuzzi, at the time a union representaon the day before the march”.
tive, gave him his union orientation back in
Iannuzzi’s response was “one of the most
November 1990.
impactful industry statements I ever heard”,
Chris Campbell
“That is how my 32 years got started,”
Campbell stated.
Campbell declared.
He also thanked Iannuzzi for appointing him to the Equity,
Diversity, and Inclusion role.
Said Campbell: “[He] saw the need for an Equity Committee
on the CDCO. Organising and increasing our market share are
some of the [United Brotherhood of Carpenters’] top priorities.
Half the population are women, and in some cities, half the
population are BIPOC. [Iannuzzi] saw a need for a greater sense
of belonging and inclusion for women, BIPOC, and veterans at
the CDCO.”
As Campbell noted, the Equity Committee is made up of

As he recounted, Iannuzzi said: “Chris, I remember what
it was like growing up as a young Italian man in Toronto. I
remember the struggles we went through. Take the flag and
march through the city. Go represent your family, the membership of your local union, your community, and the [UBC]”.
The CDCO is composed of 17 affiliated Local Unions of the
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners across Ontario.
In total, it represents over 25,000 women and men working in
a wide range of skilled trades, including carpentry, drywall,
resilient flooring, concrete formwork, underwater construction,
welding, scaffolding, and other construction-related work.

Vaughan – As part of its commitment to recognise and celebrate arts, culture, and heritage, the City of Vaughan will again
be hosting its Culture Days this fall, with events taking place
locally until October 16. It is a free, national event, and brings
the community together to celebrate diversity, artistic, cultural
endeavours, and the spirit of togetherness.
Starting September 23, the City will host a flag-raising event
at 10 a.m. in the courtyard of Vaughan City Hall. Attendees
will enjoy a live musical performance by Vaughan-based artist
Daniel Monte, and can participate in cultural learnings from
Vaughan Public Libraries.
The three-week festival will also feature art exhibits, dance,
and martial arts programs, cultural celebrations, among many
other highlights.
The program also includes a Truth and Reconciliation Day
virtual event on September 30, and a Sisters in Spirit Vigil at

City Hall on October 4.
To view the complete list of events and activations taking
place in Vaughan in the weeks to come, click here.
The City of Vaughan is committed to fostering a culture that
is diverse, inclusive and equitable, where all citizens, employees,
businesses and visitors are provided with accessible opportunities for engagement and participation.
Events like Culture Days are one of many ways the City supports cultural and artistic diversity in Vaughan.
Enriching residents’ lives with art and cultural expression
through events, exhibits and festivals is part of providing
Service Excellence to citizens as is outlined in the 2018-2022
Term of Council priorities.
The Ontario Culture Days Festival is an annual celebration
of arts, culture and heritage taking place each fall across the
province.

Brampton – The City of Brampton and Great Gulf unveiled
Great Gulf Cricket Pitch at Teramoto Park earlier this month.
The move followed Brampton City Council approving the
naming rights of Teramoto Cricket Pitch on April 6, and that
it be renamed Great Gulf Cricket Pitch at Teramoto Park for a
term of three years.
“The City of Brampton is a leader in the GTA in supporting
cricket and we are proud of this partnership with Great Gulf,”
said Mayor Patrick Brown.
He added, “Partnerships such as these help to maintain and
update recreational spaces in our community. Great Gulf has
been a wonderful partner, and we appreciate their continued
investment in the City of Brampton.”
The funding received through the naming rights will cover
the costs of maintenance operations for the cricket pitch. The
pitch underwent significant renovations in 2019 that included
lighting, digital score clock specific to the sport of cricket, and

all-new cricket screens.
The City of Brampton has the most pitches per capita in the
GTA. It is currently home to 18 cricket pitches, two of which are
lit and allow for night-time play. Cricket has become a popular
sport, and demand for playing time continues to grow.
“Great Gulf is committed to supporting the communities
where we build, and is delighted to partner with the City of
Brampton for the unveiling of the Great Gulf Cricket Pitch at
Teramoto Park,” said Kathleen Schofield, President Low Rise
Residential, Great Gulf.
She added, “We are proud to be a long-standing community
developer and home builder in the city, and believe that all
residents and their families should have access to the use and
enjoyment of recreational spaces.”
Brampton City Council adopted a citywide sponsorship
strategy, and an updated Sponsorship and Naming Rights Policy
in March 2019.

Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Vaughan celebrates arts, heritage with Culture Days

City of Brampton unveils the Great Gulf Cricket Pitch
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Ontarians 18+ eligible for bivalent booster
Toronto – The bivalent Covid-19 booster dose is now available to all Ontarians aged 18 and over with the most vulnerable
populations being prioritised.
The Ontario government is offering the latest booster based
on guidance from Health Canada and the National Advisory
Committee on Immunisation.
“The bivalent Covid-19 booster is a safe and effective
way for people to better protect themselves against the most
recently circulating Covid-19
variants in Ontario,” said Dr
Kieran Moore, Chief Medical
Officer of Health.
“As vaccine protection decreases over time, I
encourage all Ontarians aged
five and over to receive the
booster dose they are eligible
for,” he said.
Bivalent Covid-19 booster
appointments can now be
booked for the most vulnerable populations, including
individuals aged 70 and over;
and residents of long-term
care homes, retirement homes, Elder Care Lodges, and individuals living in other congregate settings that provide assistedliving and health services.
Bookings can also be made for First Nation, Inuit and Métis
individuals and their non-Indigenous household members aged
18 and over; for moderately to severely immuno-compromised
individuals aged 12 and over; pregnant individuals aged 18 and
over; and health care workers aged 18 and over.
Individuals 18 years of age and older who do not belong to
a priority population can also book appointments. Availability
is based on shipment schedules and supply from the federal
government.
Individuals can receive the bivalent booster at the recommended interval of at least six months from their previous dose,
regardless of how many boosters they have already received.
Appointments can be booked through the Covid-19 vaccination portal or by calling the Provincial Vaccine Contact
Centre at 1-833-943-3900.
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Eligible individuals can also book an appointment directly
through public health units that use their own booking systems,
Indigenous-led vaccination clinics, participating health care
providers and participating pharmacies.
Long-term care, retirement home and Elder Care Lodge residents may receive their bivalent booster dose directly through
the congregate home where they live.
“With the start of the respiratory illness season, it is especially important to make sure
people stay up to date with
their vaccines,” said Sylvia
Jones, Deputy Premier and
Minister of Health.
She added, “Covid-19 vaccinations and boosters are
the best tools to keep people
healthy and out of hospitals, and to ensure Ontario’s
economy stays open as kids
go back to school and as
the weather cools and people
spend more time indoors.”
The bivalent vaccine,
along with continued access
to testing and antivirals, and updated public health guidance,
give Ontarians the tools they need to make the best decisions
for themselves on how to stay safe, healthy, and out of hospitals
as the province continues its efforts to support the recovery and
rebuilding of the health system.
For questions about Covid-19 vaccines, contact the Provincial
Vaccine Contact Centre at 1-833-943-3900. The centre is open
seven days a week from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and provides assistance
in more than 300 languages.
For questions about vaccinating a child, speak with a health
care provider, or contact the Covid-19 Vaccine Consult Service,
or 1-888-304-6558 to book a confidential phone appointment
with a SickKids’ Registered Nurse, or the Scarborough Health
Network VaxFacts Clinic at or 416-438-2911, ext. 5738, to
speak with a qualified physician.
For more information about treatment options, contact a
primary care provider, visit a clinical assessment centre, or call
Health Connect Ontario at 811 or 1-866-797-0007.

Jill Andrew

MADA award for Andrew

Queen’s Park – NDP MPP Jill Andrew (Toronto-St. Paul’s)
has been selected as a recipient of the Making a Difference
Award, a Commffest Film and Arts Festival award that recognises community leaders, creative artists, and activists whose
work champions social good and community change.
“Ontario is filled with inspiring people who are dedicated to
community service. I am honoured to be recognised among an
exceptional group of people who all make our province a better
place to call home,” Andrew said.
She added, “I am proud to spend every day advocating for
equity in gender, race, and social justice, both inside and out of
Queen’s Park.”
Andrew has represented Toronto-St. Paul’s as MPP since
2018, and is the critic for Women’s Social and Economic
Opportunity, Heritage, and Culture.
She is the first Queer Black person to be elected to a legislature in Canada, and is a member of the first Ontario Black
Caucus in the history of Ontario’s legislature. She is also a leading advocate for social and economic justice, tackling systemic
inequity in health care, education, and the affordable housing
crisis.
Andrew has also been a long-time advocate of the positive
impact of the arts, especially in organisations that support the
talent and stories of marginalised communities.

indocaribbeanworld.com | september 21, 2022

CANADA

Alberta Justice Minister rescinds appointment of AHRC chief
Edmonton – The chief of the Alberta
Human Rights Commission Collin May was
last week removed following an order in council issued by Alberta’s Justice Minister Tyler
Shandro, Global News, CBC, and other national
media reported.
The rescinding of May’s appointment was
not formally announced by Shandro’s department. Instead, it emailed a copy of the official
cabinet order to the media on the afternoon of
September 15.
The cabinet order did not indicate reasons
for its decision, and there was also no comment
from Shandro.
The move by the Alberta government came
in the wake of calls for May to resign after criticism over what he had written about Islam in a
2009 book review.
According to the news reports, Shandro
requested May’s resignation on September
12 after the National Council of Canadian
Muslims, and 27 other community associations, sent a letter to the justice minister.
May was appointed to a five-year term as
chief of the AHRC by Shandro in July after

serving as a member since 2019. May is a it is precisely this militaristic heritage that
Calgary-based lawyer.
informs the actions of radicals throughout the
May’s review of Israeli-British historian Muslim world”.
The Muslims’ council focused on that paraEfraim Karsh’s book Islamic Imperialism: A
graph in its criticism, charHistory on C2C Journal
acterising it as a “shocking”
resurfaced in July after sevand stigmatising stereotype.
eral community members
In response to the critiexpressed concerns to the
cism that followed, in a July
NCCM. The independent
statement May said, “I wish
news outlet The Progress
to state clearly that I do not
Report also wrote about the
believe or accept the characcomments in July.
terisation of Islam as a miliAs reported in the
Edmonton Journal and elsetant religion or movement”.
C2C Journal editors
where, in the years past May
George Koch and Peter
has contributed articles to
Shawn Taylor also published
C2C Journal, an online and
a rebuttal on its site in July,
print publication focusing
Tyler Shandro
saying May made it clear
on political, cultural, and

Markham – The City of Markham
announced earlier this month it agreed to purchase 7750 Bayview Avenue, also known as the
Shouldice Property in Thornhill.
It will use the nine-hectare (22-acre) site for
a variety of purposes for the long-term benefit
of its residents.
Among the uses would be for a new public
park and open space; conservation of the former McCullagh Estate; and for other public
and municipal community uses.
Markham’s Parks and Recreation departments manage over 470-hectares (1161-acres)
of parks. During the Covid-19 pandemic, the
parks saw record levels of use, with more residents enjoying open spaces for recreation and
leisure activities.
“By purchasing this coveted site, Markham
is advancing the goals of its Integrated Leisure
Master Plan in this part of the city. The natural

beauty of the site makes it one of Markham’s
crown jewels, and we are delighted to bring
it into public ownership for use by the entire
Markham community,” said Frank Scarpitti,
Mayor of Markham.
Markham is purchasing the lands from
a limited partnership managed by Liberty
Development Corporation. There is a current
application to develop the site for a mixed-use
residential project.
The $188 million purchase price will be
funded by reserves specific for the purpose of
acquiring and creating city parkland. The purchase price of the transaction was thoroughly
vetted by two independent land appraisals.
Property tax dollars are not being used for
this purchase. The funding source is money
collected through development applications
for the sole purpose to purchase parkland for
future and existing residents.

economic issues.
He reviewed Karsh’s book in June 2009,
where among other things, he noted that the
book states, “Islam is not a peaceful religion
misused by radicals. Rather, it is one of the
most militaristic religions known to man, and

Markham purchases Thornhill property

that it was the author of the book, Karsh’s
viewpoint, and not May’s, that was in the controversial paragraph.
The NCCM said Muslim leaders remained
committed to meeting with May so he could
“reflect on his actions”.

Frank Scarpitti

However, he declined some meetings,
the NCCM reported. Also, according to the
NCCM, May issued demand letters threatening
to sue his critics.
“This series of actions, in our assessment,
showed that Mr May was not interested in
good faith engagement,” said NCCM’s Alberta
advocacy officer, Said Omar, told the media
earlier this month.
The NCCM said it tried to work with May
on multiple occasions to reconcile and build
trust with Muslim communities. It later called
for his resignation after May did not follow up
as was agreed.
Last Thursday May’s Toronto-based lawyer
Kathryn Marshall tweeted that he will not be
resigning.
“My client, the first openly gay chief of the
Alberta Human Rights Commission, will not
be resigning his position,” Marshall said. Her
statement was reported by Global News.
“My client has been targeted by individuals
and groups who are politically motivated, and
are peddling a misleading interpretation of a
book review he wrote 13 years ago,” she said.
It was later reported that May will be taking legal action for what his lawyer described
as his “unjust, unexplained, and outrageous
termination”.
The NCCM later thanked Shandro for May’s
removal, calling the move an affirmation showing the AHRC remained an institution committed to equality, CTV News reported.
“We did not think that his conduct was
befitting of someone picked to occupy a government leadership position in the realm of
human rights and equity,” Omar was quoted by
CTV News as saying.
The AHRC’s website has since added
University of Calgary law professor and
Associate Dean Evaristus Oshionebo on its list
of chiefs.

NDP calls for sittings at Queen’s Park

Queen’s Park – The NDP last week called
Said NDP Education critic Marit Stiles:
for MPPs to continue to sit at Queen’s Park to “We’re already seeing signs of staffing shortdebate and implement solutions to the health ages in our children’s schools, too. Educational
care crisis, the skyrocketing cost of living, and assistants are stretched so thin, children with
a looming education staffing shortage.
challenges are getting just a fraction of the
“Ontario is in a health care
support they need. Class sizes
crisis due to a massive staffing
are too big. Some classrooms
shortage — and the NDP says
can’t be cleaned daily because
Ford poured gasoline on the
there aren’t enough custofires, and walked away,” it said
dians. And all this is hapin a news release.
pening at a time when kids
The
legislature
was
need more support than ever
adjourned last Wednesday by
before to recover from years
Premier Doug Ford and his
of disruption.”
Conservatives.
Stiles added, “The Ford
“Hospitals across the provgovernment has been freezing
ince are barely hanging on,
the wages of education workand more nurses are leavers and teachers far below
ing the profession every day.
inflation and cutting the eduDoly Begum
People are left waiting in
cation budget. They’re cutting
chairs and on the floor as their pain worsens. education jobs, they’re driving education workWe’re still seeing rolling closures of operating ers away, and it’s our children that are going to
rooms, hospital units and even entire emer- pay the price for that.”
gency departments,” NDP leader Peter Tabuns
The legislature needs to sit so MPPs can
said.
debate and implement solutions, NDP Deputy
He added, “This is a crisis, and it’s wrong for Leader Doly Begum said.
the Conservative government to pour gasoline
Begum noted, “We can help people. The
on the fire, and walk away. The Conservative NDP has proposed an action plan to recruit,
government’s wage cap legislation, Bill 124, is a retain, and return workers in health care. We’ve
major factor in the crisis — health care workers proposed hiring in education, instead of cutsay it’s driving them away. On top of that, Ford ting. We’ve proposed solutions to make houshas said he’ll privatise more of the health care ing more affordable, including real rent control
system, siphoning staff away from hospitals.”
and a plan to stop developers from gouging.
Last week Ontario Health data showed the We can make sure public services are there for
average wait for hospital admission had grown us all, and we can help working people and
to nearly 21 hours. Recent data also showed families that are being gouged by inflation —
that 1,417 Ontarians died waiting for surgery but not if Ford just walks away, and leaves these
over the last year.
problems burning.”
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Editorial

Bivalent boosters

T

he anticipated fall wave of Covid-19 infections
is now seeing Canada proactively rolling out an
updated booster shot to target the still insistent
and insidious Omicron variant.
As a community we should remain informed, and
must know by now that early last month, Health Canada
approved Moderna’s bivalent vaccine. This latest vaccine
iteration includes the original Covid-19 strain, and the
BA.1 subvariant of the Omicron lineage.
It is now being administered across the country as a new
booster dose to all Canadian adults.
As Canada’s Minister of Health Jean-Yves Duclos indicated early last month, this country received 780,000 doses
of Moderna’s Omicron booster on September 2, with a
total of 10.5 million shots acquired last week.
It is important for our community to note that the
National Advisory Committee on Immunisation has recommended the bivalent Omicron vaccine be administered
to adults 18 years and older at least six months after the last
booster dose, or following a Covid-19 infection.
It should also be noted that NACI has indicated that
those among us who are at a high risk to Covid-19 infections are being offered the bivalent shots within a shorter
time interval of at least three months.
Also, that adolescents between the ages of 12 to 17 years,
who are immuno-compromised, or otherwise at risk of
severe infection, have also been advised to acquire this latest Omicron booster.
As we note in this edition, Ontario residents who are
considered the most vulnerable received the priority goahead late last month to take the bivalent booster shot.
As of last month, Ontario opened up appointments
through its online booking system to 70 years and older,
long-term care residents, Indigenous people, pregnant
individuals, those who are immuno-compromised, and
health-care workers.
It is important that all members of our community
acquire this latest booster within eligibility requirements.
As was reported by CBC last week, Ontario was recording over 12,000 new cases daily, which was based on limited testing.
Also, on September 15 the province saw 85 more deaths
linked to Covid-19 over the seven days before. It was an
increase from the 74 fatalities that occurred in the second
week of September.
As CBC noted, this latest wave of Covid-19 infections
in Ontario started back in June 19, and peaked in early
August. It continues to be driven by the BA. 4 and BA. 5
Omicron variants.
Meanwhile, according to data from the Ontario Ministry
of Health, as of September 15, the number of patients hospitalised with Covid-19 decreased from 1,248 to 1,167.
Also, a downward trend was noted in the number of
patients in intensive care with Covid-19, with the total at
130, slightly down from 136 the week before.
Perhaps there is a fibre of reassurance to be had in this
slight, downward trend, particularly when contextualised
against the global picture of a pandemic that is showing
infection and fatality numbers on the decrease, according
to data revealed last week by the WHO.
As noted in its update last week, new weekly deaths
were at its lowest point during week two of September
since March 2020. According to the WHO, around 11,000
deaths were recorded globally during September 5-11 – a
22 percent decrease from the week before.
It also stated that new weekly cases fell by 28 percent
during that time, down from nearly 4.2 million during the
week of August 29 to September 4 to around 3.1 million in
the second week of September.
“We have never been in a better position to end the
pandemic,” said WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus.
However, he wisely added, “We are not there yet, but the
end is in sight.”
Until our community has that ‘end in sight’, it is important that we seek out and acquire our booster shots.

INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD

Views expressed are not necessarily those of this publication.
Letters to be published will be edited where necessary.
Publisher: Harry Ramkhelawan
Editor: Romeo Kaseram
Columnists/Writers: Frank Birbalsingh, Vidur Dindayal, Bernard Heydorn,
Adit Kumar, Dwarka Lakhan, Dhanpaul Narine, Harry Persaud, Arti
Panday, Mohan Ragbeer, William Doyle-Marshall.
Contact Information: Indo Caribbean World Inc.
312 Brownridge Drive, Thornhill, Ontario. L4J 5X1
(905) 738-5005; indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com
Website: www.indocaribbeanworld.com

6

T

QE II: A glimpse

he death of Queen Elizabeth, aged 96, surprised none, optional cap). It was a hot, sultry day, unusual for that month,
after a reign of 70 years, 214 days, second longest after and so Eddie Inniss and I decided to skip the torture; we went
Louis XIV, France 72 years, 110 days. King Charles to the deserted Students’ Union, where a nice light breeze was
III and his kingdom laid her to rest two days ago in Windsor floating in from the mountains across the Hope Valley and coolCastle alongside parents, husband, and sister. The major media ing the broad deck of the building. We took our Anatomy books
have focussed on her relations with great powers, but little and got two lounge chaises and stretched out, our bare feet
elevated on low tables, soles pointing toward the
of her contacts with small entities in the former Empire, now reduced to 16 states – half of
blue heavens, beyond the road that ran past the
Mohan
which are tiny Caribbean islands – and successor
Union along the edge of the escarpment.
Commonwealth.
I dozed, and was awakened by the roar of
Ragbeer
I dislike British aristocrats and their acolytes
motorcycles, as two Police outriders came slowly
for the great harm they have done, globally.
into view, rode past, followed by another pair,
Exceptions were the late Queen and her husband Philip; she had a convertible with Jamaican and British officials, ahead of an
endeared herself to her people from her 21st birthday, when she Austin Princess convertible with the Governor, Queen, and
proclaimed, “I declare before you all that my whole life, whether Prince Philip slowly cruising past; we sat up and saluted; their
it be long or short, shall be devoted
puzzled look turned to smiles, and
to your service and the service of the
Philip gave a discreet waist-high
great imperial family to which we
wave.
belong.” This and her actions simiThey were followed by trotting
larly attracted others.
cavalrymen, a military vehicle, and
She and Prince Philip had vispressmen. They sedately rolled up
ited Jamaica six times, Guyana,
the road and were lost to view. We
and several Caribbean states. She
were judged variously as communists, protesters, or anti-royalists on
was gracious, alert, and interested.
the wildest speculation, based only
People generally admired her and
on non-attendance at the ceremowelcomed her heartily. Which is
nies, and nothing to justify even a
interesting and remarkable, considering that the post-war decades Dean (left to right), Mohan Ragbeer, VC guess. But it was a security breach.
Preston, QE II, & Prince Philip
and her early reign were rife with
In London I met them at a recepanti-imperialism, and Marxism was popular in the colonies, at tion for Commonwealth scholars in 1963. Philip thought I
least among the young educated.
looked familiar; so I explained; we chatted briefly.
Elizabeth parried the Marxist thrust, with dignity and nobilIn 1975, while social unrest troubled Kingston, they visited,
ity, which attracted folks, especially women. Her passing thus from April 26 to 30, to attend the Commonwealth Heads of
bodes ill for the remnant of Empire, several entities considering Government conference, and open the UWI Norman Manley
Republic status within the Commonwealth. Elizabeth had main- Law School. While there, she requested a summary of “work on
tained royal tradition to the best of her ability, but adapted to hand, and what made the UWI distinct”, exercising her charter
changes in society, and so kept the monarchy popular at home.
right: “the Monarch, her heirs and successors, had ‘Visitorial
I had met them twice in Jamaica, and once in London. Our Authority’, can inspect the University, its buildings, laboratories
first meeting was serendipitous, hardly a meeting, an exchange and general work, equipment and also the examination, teachof glances, on the UCWI campus, Jamaica, November 25-27, ing and other activities of the University, from time to time”.
1953, the year of her coronation. She opened Jamaica’s North Both asked me questions and were impressed with our unique
Shore “Queen’s Highway”, then visited UCWI. Students were graduate education programs to stem the brain drain, and other
asked to attend in full academic dress (white suit, red gown and innovations despite formidable obstacles.

Wisdom in keeping apart recall back then from today

I

t is understandable as a young boy growing up back home
that I only interpreted the world using the lens of what I
knew then in my limited universe. Sometimes I wonder
what I would have done if I had the knowledge and experience
that I have since gathered many decades later.
It was a repetitive and cyclical world. Here
fields of sugar canes matured, were harvested,
Romeo
and returned to being the stumps of ratoons once
Kaseram
more, each sharp and pointed as a speartip.
The palatial houses where the sugar estate
overseers lived seemed seasonal, with its concrete
posts as numerous as centipede legs constantly white-washed
halfway up; as were the trunks of Palmiste trees, and the outside
of the tall brick walls that kept us out from fruits trees within.
The village was an oasis of brown-thatched adobe houses
floating in sea-green sugar canes. Each morning the houses
emptied of residents, who filed away to the call of the sugar factory’s blaring air horns; or headed in the direction of the smoking fields, which the night before had lit the night sky a hellish
red with what were end-of-the-world, towering conflagrations.
I also recall episodes that stand out for its warmth of family
life, which endured despite our hardships. So much that, upon
reflection, I note the eyes that look back at me in the mirror
nowadays twinkle at times with mischievous humour.
And of course, in those same eyes now reside a soft glow of
affection and longing, which burning like eternal candles, light
up the path taken by the folks who have since exited, and who
helped shape me during those formative, but challenging years.
Maybe those lights have been left behind to show me the
way. Meanwhile, there are those moments from my youthful
days that today still trigger a chuckle, sometimes softly; at times
audibly with escalating delight.
It is the latter that I have learned to control across the advance
of my mane of grey, along with the creasing of the forehead, now
permanent, and no longer a consequence of puzzlement.
To speak truth to spousal power, learning to control these
ecstatic transports of happy recall have helped to significantly
decrease the frequency of kicks that abruptly erupt from under
a dinner table while in polite company.
Now I recall while growing up back home that our adobe
abode would be overrun on Sunday afternoons by a platoon of
my grandmother’s peers. The coterie would gather as a phalanx
of orhinis, who would drink highly-sweetened tea rich and

creamy with fresh cow’s milk from enamel cups with chipped
bottoms, while cackling with delight following escalating sibilance that grew out of hushed, conspiratorial tones.
These visits were among the few times when my diplomatic
immunity as a wide-eyed and curious young boy was denied,
the other grandmothers sternly escorting my
reluctant form to the exit, through what was a
lopsided-hinged, creaky door, with one of the
alphas, a bossy ‘Nani’, rebuking Ma, saying, “Look
here! You giving this child too much doolar”.
Later, I would learn what “doolar” meant. As
Lise Winer has defined it in her marvelous volume, Dictionary
of the English/Creole of Trinidad & Tobago: On Historical
Principles, among the other meanings, “doolar” or “dular”, from
Hindi-Bhojpuri origins, means to display an excess of affection;
as was in Ma’s case, she was being accused of ‘spoiling’ her oneand-only-at-the-time grandson.
Even as my grandmother’s peers rebuked her, I could imagine
through the closed door the choreographic dance of forefingers
wagging in unison, to an accompaniment of bobbing heads,
each creased and frowning rhythmically beneath an embroidery
of orhinis sinuously swirling like so many expressive dupattas.
I had no clue what “doolar” meant. As this turned out, I
bristled that Ma was roasted for being too generous with her
disbursement of money, a ‘dollar’, into my tiny hands.
Preposterous! If I only knew that word then, surely I would
have hissed it through the crack in the door in my grandmother’s defence. No doubt, it would have alerted the collective
frowns to the proximity of a large, listening ear suction-cupped
to a crack in the door.
It was such that back then, the sum total of my lived experience with finances was knowing that to prise one of those large
English pennies out of Ma’s reluctant hand was to lever a forefinger like a crowbar to lift up a modern-day manhole cover.
Coming to think of it, to the accompaniment of the mischievous twinkle in my eyes, extracting one of those pennies from
Ma’s grasp took the same effort and energy in lifting, and carrying away that self-same slab of iron, both coin and manhole
cover seemingly afflicted with an extreme gravitational pull!
What a preposterous accusation! Imagine the chaos I would
have caused among the orhinis back then had I defended my
dear grandmother through the crack in the door!
Kick! Kick! Kick! The spousal warning ended that chuckle.
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Elizabeth II: April 21, 1926 - September 8, 2022

Legacy of Elizabeth II in the detritus of the British Empire
Dear Editor,
opprobrium of slavery. The Girmit/Indentured,
Queen Elizabeth II’s passing was
represented the contradictions inherent in the
expected, and now offers an opportunity
myth of “free labour” from slave labour in the
to examine what she, as the Monarch, rep“accumulation by dispossession” stage of capiresented to us in the detritus of the British
talism.
Empire.
The “systems of knowledge” should be
What is remarkable is how she and the
especially relevant to our academics at [the
system of governance (colonialism) she
University of Guyana] and cultural/political
represented was so normalised that all we
activists. Quijano writes, “Europe’s hegemony
remember is her kind and placid demeanover the new model of global power concenour. But the empire that her namesake and
trated all forms of the control of subjectivforbear Queen Elizabeth I launched was
ity, culture, and especially knowledge and the
not benign. The latter’s Royal Charters
production of knowledge under its hegemony.”
gave “authority” to pirates and buccaneers
Have we questioned the “knowledge” UG disto form beachheads for English colonies
seminates?
in North America, the West Indies, and
The related third element of coloniality of
to traders like the East India Company,
power is the creation of cultural systems that
which eventually conquered and governed
revolve around a Eurocentric hierarchy, and
India.
that enforce Eurocentric economic and knowlHer descendant Charles II formed the
edge production systems.
Royal African Company that became the
We all ape Eurocentric norms in which we
largest shipper of enslaved Africans in the
will invariably be second class. The ideological
history of the African Slave Trade. It was The late President Dr Cheddi Jagan (right) with Queen Elizabeth II, during her last attempts to peel off the effects of colonialism in
owned by the Royal Family, and helped official visit to Guyana in February, 1994; partially hidden on the left is the late Prince the Caribbean ranged from Marxism from the
Philip, while the late Janet Jagan is at centre
produce their “hereditary” wealth enjoyed
1940s to Black Power in the 1960s and 1970s.
by Elizabeth I, and now by Charles III and their descendants. forms: systems of (racial) hierarchies; systems of knowledge;
Carifesta I in 1972 was supposed to counter the imposed
India was drained of $45 Trillion.
British cultural paradigm, but ironically peripheralised Indian
and cultural systems.
More insidiously, we the “natives” in the colonies were conRace was created to justify the enslavement of Africans using cultural aspirations.
vinced of our inferiority, ultimately by force, but masked by Christian myths, including a “Great Chain of Being” with God
By 1989, a PNC-bankrupted Guyana had to accept the new
Enlightenment British culture and the homilies of British liber- on top, followed by his angels, then mankind, with Whites on neo-liberal economic paradigm along with Latin America that
alism, with its boast of universal freedoms and the rule of law, top and Blacks at the bottom.
reinforced the contradictions of the racial and cultural systems.
into which we would have to be tutored, until we were “ready”
The White Monarch, of course, was at the top of the Whites. Today, some still smirk at those who are “less cultured” to enjoy
for “Independence”.
Other “races”, like Indians and Chinese, were placed in inter- “coolie gaana”, and the Guyana Prize for Literature will reward
However, Latin American theorist Anibal Quijano, in a mediate positions – over which they fought to maintain their those who write in “good” English prose.
formulation he called the “Coloniality of Power”, demonstrated subaltern status.
For us to progress, we need to appreciate the constraints of
that while “colonialism” might have ended, its structural feaQuijano asserts, in addition to racial classification and slav- coloniality at the individual, group, state/nation, and global levtures, dubbed “coloniality”, remains firmly in place.
ery, “The other process was the constitution of a new structure els. For instance, why should we look down racially/ethnically
Quijano posits that we were all conscripted by a European- of control of labour and its resources and products”. The global at other groups when we ourselves are suffering from that scorn
defined “modernity” that began in 1492 with the conquest racial/ethnic hierarchy of Europeans and non-Europeans was from others through hierarchies of race?
of the Americas. It developed and extended the structures of an integral part of the development of the capitalist world sysShouldn’t we fight for equity and equality of opportunity for
power, control, and hegemony that emerged during the era of tem. That included transitional forms such as Indentureship, in all groups and genders in our country?
colonialism. He posits that the coloniality of power takes three which the control of labour was guaranteed without the moral
Ravi Dev, Guyana, via email.

A tremendous loss

Dear Editor,
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II served as Queen of the
United Kingdom and head of the Commonwealth for over 70
years. Her passing is a tremendous loss, not only to those whom
she served with great dignity, but to the wider world.
On behalf of the Anglican Church in the Diocese of Trinidad
and Tobago, I extend our heartfelt condolences to the Royal
Family, the Church of England, the people of England, the
Commonwealth and all others who mourn.
The Queen, with
her quiet demeanour,
dedicated her life and
her work in great service to others. She was
committed to family and the people she
served. She supported
over 500 charities, using
her influence, and her
position to make a
difference in the lives
of people all over the
world. Her devotion to
her faith and her God is
an inspiration to us as a
Church.
We have experienced
her dedication, discipline, kindness, and
strong work ethic.
She has served her
family, her country, the
Elizabeth II during a visit to Commonwealth, and
UWI, Trinidad in 1985
the citizens of the world
tirelessly, and we acknowledge her contribution on impacting
and improving the life of others. We commemorate her example, her life, and her work.
Rest eternal grant unto her, O Lord, and let light perpetual
shine upon her. May she rest in peace!
The Venerable Edwin Primus, Vicar General, Trinidad
and Tobago, via email.
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Jamaica’s 12 days of
mourning intriguing

Sir Shridath Ramphal

A queen beyond Britain
Dear Editor,
Queen Elizabeth II was a queen beyond Britain. As Head
of the Commonwealth, in particular, her sense of caring for its
unifying principles, and her dutiful commitment in advancing
their discharge made her a global asset.
For that Commonwealth of 54 countries her leadership
rested not in allegiance, but affection. Having served closely
as Commonwealth Secretary General for 15 years, I attribute
the Commonwealth’s survival over the years of [Unilateral
Declaration of Independence] in Rhodesia and apartheid in
South Africa greatly to the Queen’s deep caring for the new
Commonwealth she had inherited, and her unqualified sense
of duty.
Few remember that it was the Queen who gave Marlborough
House – her grandmother’s home – as a Commonwealth Centre.
Such was her caring for her new wider family where there will
be remembrances of friendly country visits on every continent.
The whole world has benefited from Queen Elizabeth II’s
life being ‘long’, in the context of her vow of service as her reign
began.
Sir Shridath Ramphal, via email.

Dear Editor,
I found it amazing, and not in any way amusing, upon learning that the government of Jamaica had announced an official
12 days of mourning on the passing of Queen Elizabeth II.
Given that Elizabeth II was our official Head of State, then
it was automatic and in good taste to observe all due protocols,
including expressing official condolences, pouring out accolades, a few official days of mourning, special church functions,
and sending official representatives to her funeral.
BUT (the Bare Ugly Truth) is I could not see the rationale for
12 days of mourning. Among my concerns are our major socioeconomic challenges, such as the chronic shortage of specialist
nurses and teachers, the economic downturn due to Covid-19,
a horrendous crime rate, and factually and ironically, although
part of a ‘Commonwealth of Nations’, Jamaica remains one of
the most indebted countries globally.
We did not observe so many days of mourning on the passing of our former prime ministers. Maybe Jamaicans loved
the Queen more than Britons, who are observing ten days of
mourning.
However, what is noteworthy is Prime Minister Andrew
Holness has also officially signalled our intention to sever ties
with the British Monarchy as our official head. One could,
therefore, understand why I initially found the official 12 days
of mourning not just interesting, but quite intriguing.
I reflected deeply and it dawned on me that I may not be
giving real credit where it is due to Her Majesty. As the reigning monarch of Britain and its Commonwealth of Nations,
administratively, Queen Elizabeth II must have been extremely
busy. And yet she made the time to be with her loyal Jamaican
subjects on as many as six, yes, on six official occasions.
And if we should (even reluctantly) award a mere two points,
one for the thought of visiting, and another for actually visiting,
then it does seem justifiable the 12 days of mourning.
Jamaicans who are upset regarding the official 12 days of
mourning should simply give thanks Queen Elizabeth II did
not visit Jamaica more often, or we could have had a possible
planned month of mourning.
Daive R. Facey, Jamaica, via email.
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Divisive, disturbing agenda puts Guyana’s democracy in peril

Dear Editor,
A very disturbing news item out of Guyana
recently was that a consortium of PNC-aligned
groups is claiming the nation is becoming an
“emerging apartheid State”.
The Rome Statute defines the crime of
apartheid as “inhumane acts… committed in
the context of an institutionalised regime of
systematic oppression and domination by one
racial group over any other racial group or
groups and committed with the intention of
maintaining that regime”.
Under apartheid, the dominated racial
group is legally sequestered, almost “quarantined”, from the favoured dominant group.
Is this happening in Guyana? This dangerous claim is made against the background of
the African group, the International Decade for
People of African Descent Assembly – Guyana
receiving (G) $468 million of public funds
from the period of 2018 to 2022. These funds
were allocated through the national budget
by way of a subvention from a government
ministry.
This “apartheid” claim is a descent to a new

The East Coast Highway is blocked during the Mon Repos protests
low. Using this epithet in an ethnically polar- “hatred, violence, and discrimination against
ised nation such as Guyana is tantamount to a person or group of persons for a variety of
hate speech.
reasons”.
The European Commission against Racism
The leadership of the consortium of PNCand Intolerance defines hate speech as one aligned groups is playing with fire, reinforcing
that advocates, incites, promotes, or justifies the old siege mentality, but in more inflamma-

Dear Editor,
Thousands of people in Trinidad and
Tobago have been the victims of violent crimes
in recent years, with hundreds of nationals
murdered. More than 90 percent of these
crimes remain unsolved. The murder rate continues to escalate, and with criminal activities
not being addressed properly by the Acting
Commissioner of Police McDonald Jacob, it is
almost a certainty this year will end with 590
murders, which would be a record for Trinidad
and Tobago.
Still, our Minister of National Security
Fitzgerald Hinds, and the acting CoP, have the
temerity to claim victory in crime-fighting.
The average citizen wants to know if the lives of
innocent people mean anything at all to Hinds.
And has the government and the leadership
of the police service become numb to the sea
of crime?
Really, what was Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley thinking when he gave this crucially
important post to Hinds? Surely by now, he
must realise that Hinds is incapable of restoring safety and security to the country.
The Rowley-led administration has constantly fed citizens with rhetoric and distractions. However, under his direct leadership,

the crime plague has only worsened. Trinidad
and Tobago is crying out now for loved ones
as many fathers, mothers, and children are
left in anguish and despair. That is the reality
of Trinidad and Tobago under Rowley’s and
Hinds’s watch.
Over the past seven years, the country
has been force-fed a steady diet of blame,
excuses, promises, platitudes, while the lives of
more and more of our nationals are ruthlessly
snuffed out. Our blood-drenched country cries
out for urgent action. We are officially among
the ten most violent societies on the entire
planet.
Please, Prime Minister Rowley, forget the
payback to your loyal party supporters and
remove Hinds now, and hire a competent person, someone able to measure up to all requirements needed in such a critical post.
Clearly Trinidad and Tobago has suffered
and endured enough by your choice of giving
us the likes of Hinds. Our people depend on
you to do the right thing and put mechanisms
in place to stop the crime scourge. Hinds has
done nothing to avert the national security
crisis we now face. He must go!
Neil Gosine, Trinidad and Tobago, via
email.

T&T needs a new security minister

McDonald Jacob

Tougher gun laws needed in T&T

it doesn’t come to their doorstep, or their famDear Editor,
How many more Trinidad and Tobago ily’s, so they don’t care what happens to the
nationals must be killed by the gun before common folk.
Imagine a minister boasting about employthese incompetent politicians finally decide to
ing more pathologists, so that families don’t
do something?
Every day it’s two, maybe three being killed... have to line up every Monday morning. Is this
guy for real?
innocent and guilty alike.
What Trinidad needs
Gone are the days when
are tougher laws to deal
the average was one a day;
with the illegal guns, and
now it’s multiple homithose who own it. No loncides every single day. It
ger should the country be
hurts to say and may even
held at ransom by these
sound stupid, but I miss
pests. No longer should
those days.
a person be held with an
Lawlessness has taken
illegal gun, and be given a
over Trinidad and Tobago;
slap on the wrist.
some of the youths are out
Maybe if the incompeof hand, killing for any littent government makes
tle thing, no longer afraid
the sentence for a machine
of the police, and no longun 20 years, and ten for
ger afraid of anyone.
hand guns. One year for
It makes me wonder if
Keith Rowley
every bullet, and three for
it’s some kind of a conspiracy. If maybe some people at the top are a magazine. Maybe if the charge for importaprofiting from these happenings. Maybe they tion of guns is spending a lifetime in jail.
Dear Prime Minister Keith Rowley: at least
are all in it: politicians, police, judges, lawyers;
seem to care about your people. If it continues
even the funeral parlours.
I really can’t understand how every single the way it’s going without any intervention,
day murders continue unabated, and no one then may God help us!
LAR, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
in authority seems to care. Maybe it’s because
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ble ways. They are exacerbating the permissive
conditions that spur violence.
Are our Guyanese landscape and society
descending into apartheid? The answer is, of
course, a vehement, “No!”
Such bold and barefaced “speech” should
not be tolerated. And this is not a suppression
of “free speech,” as it wholly meets the exception to the rule of yelling “Fire!” in a crowded
theatre.
Racist false claims obviously pose grave
dangers for the cohesion of a democratic society, the protection of human rights, and the
rule of law. If left unaddressed, it can lead to
acts of violence and conflict on a wider scale.
In this sense hate speech is an extreme form
of intolerance that contributes to hate crime.
When lies like this prevail, democracy is in
peril.
Societies depend completely on the ability
to demonstrate truth with objective evidence:
truth reinforced by evidence. But this is a
whole new level of chutzpah. The new PNC
have abandoned the God-given gift to make
intellectual distinctions and recognise distortions.
When we surrender our duty to make discriminating moral judgements, we forfeit our
own intellectual integrity and moral authority.
The PNC/WPA leaders must cease and desist
from such volatile call to arms, and instead
engage their political opponents in a practical,
constructive manner.
As others have suggested, they can use provisions in Guyana’s Constitution (Article 149
and Article 160A (1), for example, which allow
citizens to challenge government policies and
protect them against discrimination. Or they
can resort to the Ethnic Relations Commission.
Otherwise, we will have many more, and
more violent “Mon Repos”.
Dev Persaud, Guyana, via email.

GUYANA

Now a key supplier, Guyana oil easing Europe’s energy shortage

A

s Guyana ramps up oil production, it
has become a key player in alleviating
energy shortage in Europe. Almost
half of the country’s oil exports have headed
to Europe so far this year, with expectations
of increasing supply to the
region as winter approaches.
Incidentally, since the
start of the Ukraine-Russia
war, the European region
has been experiencing a
severe energy crisis, largely
resulting from a ban on purchasing Russian oil because of sanctions over
the war; and because Russia has restricted
natural gas supply to the region in retaliation
of the sanctions.
According to vessel monitoring data by
Refinitiv Eikon, an information and analytics
firm, 49 percent of Guyana's total oil exports
have headed to Europe so far this year, up from
16 percent in 2021. Cargoes to Europe have
averaged 110,000 barrels per day (bpd) from
January through early September, more than
the entire daily volume shipped to all destinations in 2021. Comparatively, in 2021, Guyana
exported 101,000 bpd of crude, most of which
went to Asia.
In July, oil production offshore Guyana
exceeded 386,540 bpd, marking the highest
production recorded in a day since first oil.
In the Stabroek Block, ExxonMobil affiliate Esso Exploration and Production Guyana
Limited (EEPGL) is the operator and holds
45 percent interest. Hess Guyana Exploration
Ltd. holds 30 percent interest, and CNOOC
Petroleum Guyana Limited holds 25 percent
interest.
All of the oil produced by the Exxon Mobil,
Hess Corp, and the CNOOC consortium,
is entirely exported. Guyana sells its share
through open-market tenders and via a trading
unit of Saudi Aramco.
None of the parties have struck long-term
supply deals with specific customers for the

oil. Government bans on Russian oil since the
invasion of Ukraine have spurred demand for
alternative crudes, and Guyanese oil fits refiners from Britain to Italy better than rival Latin
American grades do, according to Refinitiv.
Guyana’s oil output has
almost tripled so far this
year, reaching some 350,000
Dwarka
bbd. Increased shipments to
Lakhan
Europe come on the back of
the launch of the country’s
second Floating Production
Storage and Offloading
facility, the Liza Unity, which began production in February of this year.
The Liza Unity has a production capacity
of approximately 220,000 gross barrels of oil
per day. The first FPSO, the Liza Destiny, has a
production capacity of approximately 140,000
gross barrels of oil per day. Both projects are
operated by ExxonMobil.
It is expected that a third FPSO, the
Prosperity, with a production capacity of
approximately 220,000 gross barrels of oil per
day, will come online in late 2023.
As the country ramps up production, at least
six FPSOs with combined production capacity of more than one million gross barrels of
oil per day are expected to be in the Stabroek
Block in 2027, with the potential for up to ten
FPSOs to develop gross discovered recoverable
resources.
According to the government, Guyana’s oil
sector grew 73.5 percent in first half of 2022,
with 34.6 million barrels produced, compared
to 20.2 million barrels in the first half of
last year. Fueled by the growth in the sector,
Guyana’s GDP grew by 36.4 percent in the first
half of the year.
In terms of the sector’s contribution to GDP
growth, the government has increased its GDP
growth guidance for this year to 113 percent
from 96.7 percent. That is according to the
finance ministry’s half-year report, which estimates that the sector expanded by 73.5 percent

Georgetown – The Guyana government
remains focused on creating fair and equitable
policies for the benefit of all Guyanese, the
diaspora was told on Sunday in Florida.
The assurance was given by Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation Minister Hugh
Todd, who accompanied President Dr Irfaan
Ali to a town hall-style meeting with Guyanese
living in Orlando.
In his presentation, Todd spoke about the
government’s intention of implementing fair
and just policies.
“When we look at the development of
Guyana, it means that we have to have leadership at every level. So, at the political level, we
have policies that are inclusive; that are based
on equity or fairness,” he said.

He added, “And President Ali speaks about
that a lot. Fairness. Making sure that each and
every Guyanese citizen gets what they deserve.
So, our mandate is to ensure that we can create
prosperity.”
Todd also stated that the government was
motivated by a desire to transform the lives of
Guyanese. He referenced the “One Guyana”
initiative and its importance for building
nationhood, and a strong cultural bond.
“When President Ali speaks about development, he is speaking to Guyana and the diaspora. And he is focusing on a balanced development. Not just the infrastructural works that
you would see, but the tangible things that you
won’t see. But the main emphasis is on social
development and enhancement,” he said.

in the first half when 34.6Mb (million barrels)
of oil were produced, versus 20.2Mb in 1H21.
“Given the outturn in the first half of the
year, total production is expected to reach 93.6
million barrels by year-end,” states a Ministry
of Finance report. The ministry forecasts total
GDP growth of 56 percent in 2022, with the
non-oil economy growing by 9.6 percent.
According to Rystad Energy, an independent energy research and business intelligence
company, Guyana’s oil and gas revenues are
on track to break the US $1 billion mark this
year and accelerate to US $7.5 billion annually
in 2030.
Rystad noted that 2022 is set to be a turning point for the Guyana government to start
capitalising on the vast reserves in the offshore
field, with revenues more than doubling over
2021 levels.
The Norway-based group said production
growth is set to accelerate, with revenue gain-

ing momentum as new pre-Final Investment
Decision projects are sanctioned and brought
online, leading to peak government revenues
of US $16 billion in 2036. These projections do
not factor in undiscovered resources.
The government received US $307 million
in revenue from its share of oil profit, along
with royalties to the tune of US $37.1 million
in the first half of the year. The cumulative balance on the Natural Resource Fund, inclusive
of interest income, was US $753.3 million, after
the government withdrew US $200 million in
May to support the budget.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon, and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

Govt focused on fair, just policies - Todd

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
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GUYANA: OIL & GAS

Esso’s assets insufficient to cover oil spill in Guyana - OGGN
By Darshanand Khusial
on behalf of OGGN
ast year, Afghanistan bodies were falling off
American jets filled with Americans as the
planes accelerated up into the sky. Those
images depict how quickly America will abandon a
country that appears financially worthless to it.
If we have a major oil spill, the assets of Esso
Exploration Guyana Limited will be insufficient to
cover the costs. We need Exxon, the American parent
company of EEPGL to provide the written guarantee
as legally required by all of the EPA Permits, issued
for the Stabroek Block, for full liability coverage above
the little insurance that EEPGL has today to cover an
oil spill.
In a Facebook interview earlier this month, Vice
President Bharrat Jagdeo made a few points about the
insurance coverage we have for a potential oil spill.
The interview can be seen here.
The points made by Jagdeo call into question how financially
prepared Guyana is for an oil spill. Here are a few of these points:
1. Jagdeo admitted that all of the permits require full
liability coverage. During the interview he read the
sections of the permits that require full liability
coverage.
However, he didn’t give an explanation as to why the government is allowing EEPGL to continue to operate without this
legal requirement for the parent company guarantee; and it also
begs the question why the government is now advocating slashing the currently legal requirements from full coverage to a (US)
$2 billion coverage, which is a mere three percent of the Gulf of

Liza 1
Mexico oil spill in 2010.
2. He states Guyana would have (US) $6 billion from
EEPGL’s assets in case of a spill. But the Gulf of
Mexico oil spill in 2010 cost at least (US) $70 billion. Where would the other $64B, or 90 percent of
the funds to cover an oil spill come from, especially
when Guyana’s entire national budget is approximately (US) $2 billion? He didn’t mention EEPGL
has liabilities.
Thus, what he will be able to extract is the net worth, that is
assets subtract liabilities, which as of the end of 2021 stood at
(US) $4.2 billion for EEPGL.
3. Additionally, Guyana’s 75 percent cost-oil is pay-

ing for the capital expenditures of the
oil companies such as FPSOs and drills.
Then, what is Guyana recovering in case
of an oil spill, most of its own money that
it has already outlaid as part of cost oil?
Liza-1 has been producing oil at 150,000 barrels
per day and above. This is at least 25 percent above
the approved safety limit of 120,000 barrels a day.
An airline won’t overload a plane by more than
25 percent of its safe certified capacity because if a
crash occurs, the airline company would be sued into
bankruptcy.
However, Guyana is willing to assume the risk of
bankruptcy for Exxon and its partners, who have
not committed to full liability coverage, even though
legally required to do so. This asymmetry is to the
detriment of the Guyanese people.
Our politicians are being courted by many foreign
oil executives. These politicians appear to be parroting the narratives of Exxon and its partners.
Exxon’s main priority is its shareholders, not the Guyanese
people. It is demonstrated by Exxon’s lack of interest in just
signing a letter of guarantee for full liability coverage, which has
zero upfront cost, but to which EEPGL formally agreed by their
signing of the environmental permits.
Without the parent company guarantee, Guyana is exposed
to bankruptcy.
The politicians should consider that if there is a major oil
spill that blankets the shores of Guyana and the rest of the
Caribbean, whether they would be on the inside, or outside of
jets taking the Exxon employees back to America.

We now pay substantially more for cooking gas, petroleum,
and minibus fares, substantially because of the huge increase in
the price of petroleum products. Consequently, the oil companies are making unprecedented profits, and are allowed to keep
those profits all to themselves and their foreign shareholders.
One would expect to see a caring government taking the side
of the population, sometimes from two sides – a cap on prices
as well as a windfall tax.
In Guyana, our government does the opposite: it takes the
side of the oil companies, and ignores the plight of the consumers.
But our situation is actually worse than this. The huge spike

in fuel prices means super profits for the oil companies. In
theory, the higher profits give rise to higher taxes, but under the
APNU+AFC contract, it is the taxpayers of the country who are
called upon to pay those higher taxes out of our share of profits
from the extraction of our oil. That is almost criminal.
This arrangement, sometimes referred to as “pay on behalf
of ” is clearly unsustainable. I noted in a recent letter I wrote
in the media that the Natural Resource Fund is overstated by
tens of billions of dollars. The high profits being earned by Esso
and its partners will necessitate an increasing share of our NRF
going to pay the taxes of the oil companies. Despite the OECD
15 percent minimum tax, the American partners under the
Agreement will then claim the tax we pay as credits against their
home tax obligations.
The apparent reliance on better contract management
in place of reasoned renegotiation may sound good, but it
seems designed to deceive. It is both the PPP/Civic and the
APNU+AFC that have given Guyana this abominable contract.
Contrary to what Vice President Jagdeo said [last week] on
the Glenn Lall Show, the 2016 Production Sharing Agreement
was based on the Robert Persaud–Donald Ramotar 2012 Model.
How can we better manage a contract when we know not its
origin, its content, or its implications?
Indeed, it is still my strongly held view, that Esso was not
entitled to a second Agreement. We may not be able to reverse
the 2016 Agreement, but that should not mean that we have to
prostrate ourselves at the feet of Esso, Hess, and CNOOC, as our
leaders are doing.
Let us take the example of the APNU+AFC and demand
renegotiation.
Courtesy Stabroek News’ The Road to First Oil

Joel Bhagwandin
Following the publication of Ram’s revelation, other players
who have been calling on the government to act on the oil contract renewed calls for a renegotiation of the PSA.
Said Bhagwandin: “In fact, the proponents have dangerously
– whether with the intention to mislead – equated an ‘adden-

dum’ to that of ‘renegotiation.’ Hence, the proponents have
incorrectly, or arguably, intentionally, sought to misrepresent
what is an ‘addendum’.”
According to Bhagwandin, there are clear distinctions
between an addendum to an existing contract, and an amendment to an existing one.
An amendment to the term(s) of an existing contract can
be more considered to be renegotiation of a contract, while an
‘addendum’ is used to clarify and add things that were not initially part of the original contract agreement, he stated.
As Bhagwandin further noted, an addendum is in the form
of a separate, signed agreement that is attached to the original
contract. Since the purpose of an addendum is commonly
“clarification,” preparing a separately signed document helps to
avoid any confusion.
With the Addendum dated April 2019 to the 2016 PSA,
Bhagwandin said it is nothing more than offering absolute clarity with regard to the treatment of royalty, wherein, the royalty
ought not to be cost recoverable.

L

Renegotiation precedent questions govt’s ‘sanctity of contract’

By Chris Ram
ore than three years ago, and even before the first
barrel of oil was produced, the 2016 Petroleum
Agreement signed by Esso Exploration and
Production Guyana limited (Esso), Hess, and CNOOC, its Joint
Venture partners, concluded its first renegotiation with the government of Guyana. The result was a Deed of Amendment (the
Deed) signed by the oil companies and President David Granger
in his capacity as Minister responsible for petroleum.
Specifically, the Deed amended Section 3.3 of Annex C –
Accounting Procedure, to provide expressly that royalty paid
by the Contractor under the Agreement would not be recoverable. Those who had argued that royalty was not a recoverable
expense must have known of the renegotiation of this provision,
but never thought it necessary to share that information.
The APNU+AFC Coalition suffered a barrage of criticism
for what is often referred to as a lop-sided oil contract. But the
Coalition must be given some credit for at least effecting the
renegotiation of one element of the Agreement, albeit not a
particularly major one. The question inevitably arises why the
current administration keeps repeating the mantra of sanctity of
contract, driving fear into Guyanese of the consequence of any
attempt at renegotiation.
Interestingly, the APNU+AFC’s renegotiation was conducted
without a change in circumstances, while the incumbent
administration is adamant that it is powerless to even broach the
question with the oil companies.
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s misguided special military operation has dramatically and adversely affected the world
economy, and has impacted almost every household in the
world, including those in Guyana.

M

Financial analyst says difference with ‘renegotiation’ & ‘addendum’

Georgetown – Proponents of the argument that the addendum to the Production Sharing Agreement of 2016 is a form of
renegotiation of the contract are trying to create a storm in a
tea cup with a dangerously false narrative, financial analyst Joel
Bhagwandin said earlier this week.
Bhagwandin was responding to the revelation made last
week by Chris Ram, a chartered accountant and columnist with
Stabroek News, that the PSA was renegotiated under the previous government back in 2019.
According to Bhagwandin, had there been any form of
renegotiation done by APNU+AFC, given the political circumstance that the previous government was surrounded by at the
time, the Coalition would have made absolutely no hesitation
to politicise it as part of their campaign for the 2020 elections.
“It is logical to conclude, therefore, that [APNU+AFC] knew
this was just a clarification and a non-issue; hence, it would have
been silly to create a smokescreen out of this issue, and to misrepresent what the addendum really meant to do in this particular case,” Bhagwandin told the Guyana Chronicle on Monday.
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GUYANA

In-person & virtual options available to TWM participants
From Page 1
the diaspora to follow an active lifestyle, and to make healthy
food choices.
Said Dr Doobay: “I have a motto that goes like this: ‘Eat your
food like medicine; or else medicine will be your food’.”
He also indicated that another medical centre will be opening up in Parika in Guyana in the coming weeks. Noting that its
infrastructure was already in place, he said the centre will have
a certified lab, where bloodwork, ultra-sounds, and dialysis will
be conducted.
“It would be a medical clinic, along with a dialysis centre,”
he said, adding that its services will be subsidised in order to
make it more affordable to all Guyanese needing such medical
attention.
Meanwhile, with Dr Doobay’s leadership and marathon
participation, the recruitment, sponsorship, and fund-raising
effort was continuing to pick up pace, even as it was energising
inspiration.
As Dr Victoria Doobay, one of the effort’s organisers said
during a video birthday greeting to Dr Doobay, she was looking
forward to celebrating his 82nd with him on October 16 during
her five kilometres run for the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinics.
Said Victoria: “While I’ve participated in several triathlon
and half marathons, I’m really looking forward to this one
because I’ll get to do it with Dr Doobay, and have this opportunity to narrate the incredible story about Guyana Dialysis &
Eye Clinics, which helps to raise awareness for those who need
this type of care.”
She added, “So, let’s join together in supporting Dr Doobay’s
in his five kilometres walk. Either by wishing him well, donating, or participating, and continue to wish him happiness,
health, and joy as he makes his way through his 82nd year.”
And in a touching testimony, one marathon participant,
Nandini, revealed she is a cancer “warrior” who is currently
fighting Stage 4 breast and bone cancer.
Said Nandini, “I am fortunate that I am in [Canada]
where I can receive proper treatment for the disease I have.
Unfortunately, in Guyana and many other [developing nations],
they do not have this privilege. I therefore decided to be part
of this marathon initiative to raise awareness and funds for
this incredible cause, and to be grateful and thankful for my

How To Support Global Care
Click here to donate
Register To Participate
These links are secure, and will take you to the
Tata Consultancy Service Toronto Waterfront
Marathon race roster systems platform. TWM
organises world class events and uses the
latest high encryption technology to ensure safe
transactions.

Vishnu Mandir Contacts

Roy Doobay: 416-723-8879
Radharani Rajaram: 416-732-0604
Janty Ramkumar: 416-879-8805
Dr Doobay with the TCS TWM banner
privilege.”
Roy also indicated that a family group of five members had
signed up, and which “had no affiliation with Guyana”; additionally, “They were drawn to the cause”.
Their team name is “Ohana”, which means family, and that no
one gets left behind. One of its members, Danielle, is supporting
Global Care with a first-ever half-marathon.
Said Danielle: “My family is blessed to have the support of a
terrific Kidney Care Team in Canada while navigating care for
my dad as he seeks support for end stage kidney disease… [My]
marathon training will be both physically and mentally chal-

lenging. I can only imagine the challenges those without access
to healthcare are facing, and hope to raise funds to make their
access to treatment easier.”
The marathon presents two options, with the in-person
event on October 16; or the virtual one, which a participant can
accomplish from any location, and at any time between October
1 to October 31. Each option offers participation in the full
marathon of 42 kilometers; a half-marathon of 21 kilometres;
or the event that is five kilometres.
As Roy noted, “Many of our participants are doing either the
five kilometres in-person with Dr Doobay, or the virtual with
Pandit Bhoj Sharma.”

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

REGIONAL

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Prime Minister of Barbados Mia Mottley (left to right) with President of The
Dominican Republic Luis Abinader, President of Suriname Chandrikapersad
Santokhi, US Vice President Kamala Harris, Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali, &
Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Dr Keith Rowley in Washington last week

US funds for Caribbean food production
Washington – Guyana and Caribbean
nations will benefit from [US] $28 million
from the US to increase food production in the
region, President Dr Irfaan Ali announced last
week. He made the announcement following a
meeting with US Vice President Kamala Harris
in Washington, DC.
According to Ali, the funds will be available
immediately for short-term activities to support the increase in regional food production
and bettering agriculture in the region.
Guyana has the responsibility of chairing
the US-Caricom-Dominican Republic subcommittee on food security and agriculture.
Ali is also the lead Head of Government
for agriculture in the Caricom Quasi Cabinet.
He was part of a delegation of the Energy,
Agriculture, and finance sub-committee leaders that met with the Harris and President of
The Dominican Republic Luis Abinader, to
review progress made since the committees
were established, and to outline the strategy
moving forward.
Ali noted that a major area being tackled to
increase food production in the region is the
intra-regional trade barriers.
“We agreed in tackling the inter-regional
trade barriers and those that exist with the
US. We have agreed that we’re going to have
a common agenda in which we will support
a common certification programme — sanitary and phytosanitary programme – that will
ensure that all of us are operating on the
same playing field, and that the barriers to
trade are removed. Transport and logistics are
other important issues that were discussed,” he
reported.
He also stated that climate change, climate
resilience and sustainable agriculture, women
and youth involvement in agriculture, and
financing and crop insurance were all impor-

tant aspects of the agriculture and food security plan discussed.
Ali also noted that even with the commitment for funding by the US government, he
has put forward a proposal to have an additional [US] $25 million available to cater to
women and youth in agriculture, and sustainable technology in the agricultural sector.
“I put forward a proposal to have a further
US $25 million made available through grants
and low-cost loans for women and youth
in agriculture, especially for projects dealing
with sustainability, technology, and resource
like hydroponics. These are projects that will
ensure resilience in the food-production system and encourage young people and women
to participate,” he said.
The sub-committees also discussed matters
surrounding an integrated energy plan, where
proposals were put forward regarding a joint
approach to ensure regional sustainability in
the energy mix and energy framework that
include natural gas, fossil fuel and renewables.
Ali noted that with Barbados, Suriname,
Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago being key
players in the energy sector, he proposed that
the US engage these countries in building a
sustainable development strategy for energy
security, not only for the region, but also for the
US, and farther afield.
He also updated Harris on key positions
held by Guyana.
“I took the opportunity to update the VicePresident on all that we’re doing in Guyana
in terms of food security, energy security,
our responsibility and commitment and climate change. But more importantly, how our
national development, strategy and framework
aim at diversifying and improving not only our
economic and financial base, but expanding
our relationship with the US.”

Bridgetown – Barbadians were last week
warned about severe health risks in light of
the extreme heatwave now being experienced
across the island. The warning
came from its Chief Medical
Officer, Dr Kenneth George.
Last week weather forecasters issued a high temperature
warning for Barbados, indicating that temperatures were
expected between 32 and 34
degrees Celsius, and even higher in urban areas, for the greater
part of October.
Kenneth
George advised Barbadians
avoid over-exertion, which could exacerbate
symptoms of heat exhaustion. He noted that
heat exhaustion tends to be mild at first, before
escalating over a short period of time.
“[What] happens is that it is a slow and
progressive failure of the body to compensate

when in a prolonged situation,” he said.
Additionally, “Persons may experience
headache, fast heart rate, feeling generally
unwell, a feeling of thirst, dizziness, and that may progress
to fainting, if in a prolonged
heat situation. And then later,
the unfortunate outcome is that
you start to get organ failure,
wherein the body is not able to
compensate anymore.”
George also advised that special attention be paid to groups
such as the elderly and children.
George
Said George: “For children
under six months, breastfeeding alone is still
only recommended. You have to breastfeed
much more frequently. And for the elderly, it
is important that some younger folks check in
on them regularly, making sure that they have
access to cool water during the day.”

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.

Click on Ad To Go To Amazon
All Proceeds Go To Charity

Barbados issues heat advisory for October
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Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
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416-285-1550
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1

ANIL

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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INDO-CARIBBEAN WORLD: 40TH ANNIVERSARY

T

he many positive comments from readers of our September
7 edition that celebrated our 40th year of publication have
prompted the following reprise of snapshots of Indo-Caribbean
World’s vintage pages. Taken from our archives, each snapshot is
a window into what has been a journey of discovery of our collective voice,
as much as it is a record of our consolidation as a diaspora that continues
to move away from the margins to take our place at centre stage in Canada.
Thanks again to our many readers who took the time to congratulate us on
our 40th year, and to let us know how moved they were after recognising a
few of our writers, community stalwarts themselves, who have passed away.
Moving forward, where space permits, Indo-Caribbean World will continue
to present these visual vignettes from our archives.
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DIASPORA: UK & NY

Many places to visit & people to meet so one never tires of London
By Dhanpaul Narine
“When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life.” That was
from Dr Samuel Johnson on September 20, 1777. Dr Johnson
was ahead of his time. In the over two centuries that have
passed, London remains the pre-eminent capital of Europe. It
also happens to be one of my favourite cities.
I arrived in London in 1978 on a chilly September morn,
with a shoulder bag. I didn’t have stuff to fill a suitcase. The
Customs at Heathrow waved me through. My love affair with
the city began.
I was young, and impressionable, a sponge that absorbed the
sights and sounds of Peckham, Turnpike Lane, and Houghton
Street, among others. I marveled at how I was bundled up, and
freezing, while the full glare of the sun did little to warm me.
I learned to use The Tube, the interconnected underground
rail system that could take you to many places. A stop at
Holborn, and a short walk down Kingsway, would take one
to that most prestigious of academic institutions, the London
School of Economics.
It was my first day at the LSE. I sat wide-eyed in the Old
Theatre, a Guyanese country bumpkin in a bustling metropolis.
Professor Ralph Dahrendorf, the Director, strode in like a
colossus and with a piece of paper in his hand. He went to the
microphone. You could hear a pin drop. Professor Dahrendorf
looked at the sea of faces. He knew how to work an audience.
He waved the paper and said five simple, but powerful words.
“Welcome to a great institution.”
The pandemonium could not be contained. There were
three minutes of wild cheering and whistling and fistthumping. I turned to my German neighbour.
“What is happening?” I asked.
“You didn’t hear?” he asked.
“No, I did not. I flew straight from the Amazon and haven’t
had time to read the papers,” I replied.
“Well,” he said with unrestrained joy, “the LSE has been
ranked as the top academic institution in the world.”
“You mean Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard? You mean the LSE
is above them?” I asked incredulously. He nodded with a smile.
“Yes, it is. That’s why they are applauding,” he said.
As Divine Providence would dictate, I was to spend the next
ten years at the LSE, completing a Bachelor of Arts, double
Master’s degrees, and a Doctorate at this incredible institution.
I left in 1988 and have not visited London as often as I
should have. Incidentally, there are only five Guyanese that
earned PhDs from the LSE.
My most recent visit to London was in August 2022. We
did some of the usual tourist sites, but it was inevitable that we

London School of Economics
should delve into UK politics. The obvious question was, ‘Who
would be the next Prime Minister of Great Britain?’
“I like Rishi Sunak, but I don’t like what he did to Boris
Johnson,” the lady from Croydon said.
“What did he do?” I asked.
“He cut and run and left Boris to drift in a sinking ship,” she
said. “And don’t forget the problem with his wife and the taxes,
and he having an American Green Card,” she added.
Sunak badly wanted to be Prime Minister. It would have
been a great talking point for the minority communities, but
was mainstream Britain ready for an Indian Prime Minister?
According to the polls, Liz Truss was always high in the
running. My discussions with the rank and file in London
was that many people are hurting. Energy and food bills are
expected to soar this winter. People need help. Truss has
promised to confront the challenges.
Where did Sunak go wrong? The fundamental flaw in his

campaign was to assume that he would get the majority support
from his party after he ditched Boris Johnson.
Michael Foot once famously said, “One can rat, but not
re-rat!”
Sunak jumped ship to show he was an independent, but
this was perceived by many as an attempt to salvage his own
reputation, and to launch his campaign.
Truss, on the other hand, had no qualms stressing her loyalty
to Johnson.
She said, “I am loyal to Boris Johnson… I want to deliver the
promise of the 2019 manifesto.”
There were other problems for Sunak. Speaking in
Turnbridge Wells, Kent, he said he took money away from
deprived areas, and gave it to other parts of the country. This
was not a vote-getter, especially when many poor communities
are hurting with increased prices for food and energy.
According to The Guardian, “some of the wealthiest parts of
England, including areas represented by government ministers,
were allocated ten times more money per capita than the
poorest”.
Sunak was accused of ‘fixing the rules’ to benefit the rich, a
charge that he has found difficult to answer.
As Prime Minister, Truss inherits an economy not unlike
that of her hero, Margaret Thatcher. She plans to freeze energy
bills, cut taxes, and lower inflation, and help small businesses.
But she would want to unite the Conservatives, and not
to be seen as aloof and out of touch with ordinary people.
Meanwhile, the Labour Party is leading in the polls.
While in London, it was particularly pleasing to meet with
Guyanese comrades.
Errol Harry campaigned in 1987 for Guyanese Bernie Grant
to become Tottenham’s first Black Member of Parliament. That
was the year when Paul Boateng, Keith Vaz, and Diane Abbott
were also elected MPs as part of the ‘Black sections movement’
in the Labour Party.
We also met Jinnah Mohamed, who writes copiously about
Guyana.
As a postscript, our return to New York was not without
news about Britain. The Queen performed her ceremonial
duty by appointing Truss as Prime Minister. Two days later, the
Queen left us.
The crowds, ceremonies, and public mourning were
remarkable. The interment was most moving. The discussions
concerning the monarchy and colonialism will be ongoing. It
is hoped that King Charles III will reign wisely, and continue
to advocate for issues that are close to him, such as poverty,
climate change, and the environment.

Health care entrepreneur making a difference in NY community
Profile: Navin Shivpal, CEO,
He pays tribute to the women of the
Cottage Home Care Services, NY
Caribbean for their hard work, efficiency,
By Dhanpaul Narine
and for their selflessness. He says that he has
avin Shivpal is a young man with
over 1,000 workers, and without them he is
a purpose. He is an entrepreneur,
nowhere. His goal in the next five years is to
a humanitarian, a caregiver, and a
have 5,000 workers.
responsible family man, all rolled into one.
Navin explains that the Consumer
He was born at Parika on the East
Directed Personal Assistance Program is
Bank of Essequibo, in Guyana. His mom
designed to help family members. They can
is Devi Dhanpaul, and his dad is Krishna
take care of their loved ones at home and get
Shivpal. He also has an elder brother Arvin
paid for it, but they should be legally able to
Shivpaul. The family moved from Parika
work in the US. The wages are attractive, and
Young, enterprising, & resourceful, Navin (in photo at left) provides selfless service to the hours are reasonable.
to Georgetown and Navin attended St
the community at Cottage Home Care Services; his hardworking staff is in right photo
Winifred’s School. His best subjects were
Navin understands the intricacies of
Math and Science.
Navin is among the few that knows the different aspects of
the health care system and is a wealth of
He remembers teacher Ms Samaroo, who was very caring.
the care industry. He studied and memorised the laws to get a
knowledge. What is his vision for Cottage Home Care?
His next school was North Georgetown Secondary in 1994. In
better understanding of care practices and protocols. He was
“I want to be in different countries. We want to grow our
the following year, he moved to New York to join his family. He
so good that he began to consult for other agencies. He worked
business. We want to help as many people as possible,” he said.
was 13 years old and the family lived in Ozone Park. He arrived with Christine Agency for four years and is grateful for the
He values hard work and efficiency, and appreciates staff
in time to face a snowstorm that winter!
experience.
that go the extra mile. He would like to open an office in
Navin found a totally different lifestyle in New York. He
In 2019, Navin opened the Brooklyn Institute of Vocational
Guyana to do payroll processing. He has just opened an office
attended Elizabeth Blackwell School for a year, after which
Training. There were initial challenges, but he worked hard
in Dhaka, in Bangladesh.
he went to John Adams High School. He says that Guyana
to overcome them. In January 2020, the opportunity came to
He thanks Sherry Williams for encouraging him to expand
prepared him well for schooling in New York. He finished High purchase Cottage Home Care.
the business. Navin also thanks his parents Devi and Krishna
School math as a sophomore. He did not feel the pressure new
“It was a beautiful opportunity,” Navin said.
for their love and support. His daughter Shania is bright and
immigrant students faced in the school system.
At that time, Cottage Home Care had only 25 patients, but
studious, and grandmother Devi dotes on her.
In 2000, the family moved to Florida. Navin continued
he and his staff have been able to build on it. In the middle of
Navin is grateful to his wife Shova, who provides great
with his studies. He enrolled at the University of Tampa, and
the Covid-19 pandemic, Navin was on the road taking care of
strength and support. As a hobby, he likes farming and cars.
graduated with a degree in Health Care Administration.
the patients and his staff.
Navin says that if you want to be secure in life the best way
But business was not far from his mind. The family invested
He thanks his teachers, and workers, for their dedication,
is to get an RN degree. It brings job satisfaction and security.
in restaurants, and other projects, and was doing well, and then
professionalism, and hard work, especially during Covid-19.
There is no doubt that Navin is a young and brilliant
came the recession in 2008. Everything was gone but Navin did
His school, the Brooklyn Institute of Vocational Training,
entrepreneur. He is making positive changes in the community,
not lose heart.
trains Home Help Aides. Graduates get jobs, and most of them
and he has a great team. We wish him and his business all the
The family returned to New York and had to start all over
prefer to stay with Cottage Home Care, because Navin cares
best in the future.
again. Navin put his knowledge to work. He went into health
for his staff. He is a people person. Navin did so well that he
The address of Cottage Home Care Services is 126-01
care. He said, “I started to study, to learn about health care, the
opened up an office in Richmond Hill, Queens. The office is at
Liberty Avenue, South Richmond Hill, New York 11419. The
policies and procedures. I got my director’s license from the
126-01 in Liberty Avenue. There is also an office in Hicksville,
Hicksville office is located at 25 Newbridge Road, Hicksville,
Department of Education.”
New York.
NY 11801. Telephone: 516 367 2266.

N

15

indocaribbeanworld.com | september 21, 2022

MEMORIAM

Rampersaud Tiwari: Proud Buxtonian, outstanding Guyanese
After the change in government in 1964, Rampersaud, being a
By Harry Hergash
ampersaud Tiwari, a proud, outstanding Buxtonian, and consummate professional civil servant, successfully transitioned
a long serving senior civil servant of the Guyana Civil to working under the new administration of Forbes Burnham.
A highlight of his years at the Ministry of Foreign Service was
Service, passed away in Toronto on September 18, 2022.
Pre-deceased by his loving wife of 55 years, Hemraji, a former the visit to Guyana of then-Prime Minister of India, Mrs Indira
teacher at the Dharmic Rama Krishna Primary School in Kitty, Gandhi in 1968. He was a member of the welcoming delegation
at the airport, and later, a member
he leaves to mourn his four children, two grandchildren, and
of the team that accompanied her to
several siblings, relatives, and friends in Guyana and abroad.
various official functions.
He was born in Buxton village in 1932, and attended Arundell
Subsequently, he held senior
Congregational School. Subsequently, he won scholarships and
positions with various ministries,
attended Wortmanville Educational Institute, then Alleyne High
and in 1978 was sworn in by then
School, and finally Wray High School, all in Georgetown.
President of Guyana, Arthur Chung,
After passing the overseas Senior Cambridge Examination,
as a Permanent Secretary. He retired
he joined the Civil Service in May 1953 in the clerical category
in 1983, and immigrated to Canada
at the Vigilance Magistrate Court, and this was the beginning of
in 1985, where he commenced
a stellar career as a Civil Servant.
a career in customer relations
Shortly after, he wrote and
at the Canadian Imperial Bank
passed the “Cadetship” examiof Commerce.
nation of the Civil Service and
At his retirement from
moved up the rank to the Office
CIBC, he was given a special
of the Chief Secretary, where he
commendation award for outworked on publications for the
standing customer service.
Government Information Service
Rampersaud had extensive
and the Schools Broadcasting
experience as a public serSystem.
vant in Guyana under several
In 1961 he was promoted to the
administrations since colonial
Office of the Cabinet, and served
times. As such, he developed
as Deputy Secretary of Cabinet
an encyclopaedic knowledge
during the years of Interim SelfGovernment of the colony under Tiwari (top), & swearing in as a Permanent Secretary of the inner workings of govby Guyana’s first President Arthur Chung
ernment.
Premier Dr Cheddi Jagan.
His knowledge of the history of Guyana, its politics, its culAs Independence drew near, he was moved to the Foreign
Affairs Ministry, and was sent abroad for training at universities ture, its geography, its multi-ethnic make-up, its population
distribution, and its race-related issues has caused researchers,
in Puerto Rico and Canada.

writers, and journalists to seek his advice.
He has often been consulted by senior government officials
and politicians on the machinery of government, given his
wealth of public knowledge and experience.
He has also been consulted by the Organisation of American
States, Commonwealth Secretariat, and European Union on
electoral issues relating to Guyana.
He was one of the founder members of the CanadaGuyana Forum (1989-2015), which was headed by Sister Hazel
Campayne, a former Headmistress of St Rose’s High School in
Georgetown.
In 1992, Rampersaud and Sister Campayne were members
of a team of observers from Canada to the elections that saw the
return of democracy to Guyana.
In 2000, he was selected by the OAS to be an observer of the
general election held in Suriname.
In addition, he functioned in an advisory capacity to Caricom
and the Caribbean Development Bank on a number of projects.
He received a Guyana Lifetime Achievement award for his
years of service to the Guyana government in the early 1980s.
In 1966, Rampersaud edited the first edition of Dr Cheddi
Jagan’s political biography, The West on Trial.
He has contributed articles to various publications, and presented papers at conferences on Indian culture and Indentureship,
and Hindu religious practices. His paper, The October 1986 Non
Pareil Uprising – The Unknown Story, presented at a UWI conference in Trinidad in 2013, reached India, and was mentioned
in an article, Reconnecting With Dispersed Communities in the
newspaper, The Hindu.
He had a wide circle of friends and acquaintances encompassing individuals of all races, religions, and political affiliations in
Guyana and abroad. Rampersaud’s biographical sketch is now
featured in a book, Biographical Dictionary of Guyana, by Lal
Balkaran. Rampersaud is an outstanding Guyanese.

foundations were steeped in slavery and colonial exploitation –
By Ruel Johnson
n the midst of an outpouring of grief following the death Bookers, and Sandbach Parker – would continue to control not
of Elizabeth II, it must be recalled that for the past seven just our national sugar industry, but corollary businesses like
decades the Queen played the colonial good cop to the auto sales and appliances, for at least the next ten years until
Guysuco was nationalised, at significant cost to the newly postBritish imperial machinery’s bad cop.
It was Her Majesty’s troops that were sent to undermine and Independence state in 1976.
While it was Her Majesty’s government’s machinations that
reshape Guyana’s pre-Independence political direction for over
a decade, from the mid-1950s to the mid-1960s. Also, it was would help to keep the post-Independence dictatorship in power
for 28 years, in keeping with the ‘exigencies’ of
Her Majesty herself who alighted to ‘grant’
Cold War geopolitics, it was Her Majesty herIndependence in 1966.
self who would once again alight here in 1994,
In her lifetime alone, the British Empire’s
two years after our first free and fair postbrutal oppression in Guyana was stark in itself,
Independence elections, and three after the
although nowhere close in degree to what took
Cold War had effectively ended, to address our
place elsewhere at the time.
Parliament to offer her “blessing at the highest
In 1948, for example, five sugar workers
level for return to full representative governwere slaughtered for protesting against labour
ment”, and “the fullest support from the United
exploitation at Enmore Estate. No episode
Kingdom for the consolidation and deepening
of Netflix’s polished biographical drama The
of the democratic process”.
Crown, chronicling her youth and her ascendancy to the throne, has ever even referred to
The nobility of the British Royalty is a myth,
the incident, or the workers who died, much
one that has survived for the past 70 years as
less stated their names: Rambarran, Pooran,
the PR brand for a faded empire seeking to
Lallabagie Kissoon, Surujballi, and Harry.
clothe its history of atrocity with a modern
Elizabeth II
In 1954, a year after she ascended to the throne, a young fable, with Elizabeth II as the ostensible moral centre.
poet and Independence activist was imprisoned for six months,
Elizabeth II was no more the moral centre providing correcalong with a young political leader, for the crime of seeking self- tive action when British troops were invading Guyana in 1954,
determination for the country from the shackles of Her Majesty’s and locking up Dr Jagan and Carter, than she was the moral centre, providing corrective action when the British government,
exploitative imperial power.
That young political leader was Dr Cheddi Jagan, and that beginning just ten years ago, started deporting and otherwise
poet, himself just a year younger than the then 27-year-old mon- treating as second class citizens the Windrush migrants.
arch, was Martin Carter.
These migrants were Caribbean people who traveled to
During that time, Her Royal Majesty would send what was Britain in the post-war years, and who were conveniently weleffectively an occupying military force, British troops that comed with open arms to fill Her Majesty’s labour shortages, but
would remain in the colony for most of the decade leading up who found out only recently that they were not in fact the full
British citizens they believed themselves to be, after decades of
to Independence.
That era would inspire the famous poem of Carter’s, the one living in, and building, the country.
Jorge Luis Borges wrote, “Fame is a form of incomprehension,
we have our children recite, but do not educate them about the
perhaps the worst”. Who among those professing grief can really
full historical context from which it came:
remember from her a single heroic intervention, some inspiraThis is the dark time, my love,
tional statement, some specific deed that was not an artifice of
All round the land brown beetles crawl about.
the imperial machinery?
The shining sun is hidden in the sky
The ‘realest’ things to have emerged from her monarchy are
Red flowers bend their heads in awful sorrow.
the familial scandals that have spilled out of, and tainted it, and
This is the dark time, my love,
which over time have been deftly airbrushed (or Photoshopped,
It is the season of oppression, dark metal, and tears.
to keep the metaphor modern) away from her official portraiIt is the festival of guns, the carnival of misery.
ture. And that portraiture was the mask she willingly provided to
Everywhere the faces of men are strained and anxious.
conceal the grotesque face of British foreign policy, particularly
Who comes walking in the dark night time?
at the end of the colonial era and beyond.
Whose boot of steel tramps down the slender grass?
As Harvard Professor, Maya Jasanoff, wrote in her detailed
It is the man of death, my love, the strange invader
and excoriating guest essay in the New York Times of September
Watching you sleep and aiming at your dream.
Of course, even after Independence, British companies whose 8, titled ‘Mourn the Queen, Not Her Empire’: “By design as

much as by the accident of her long life, her presence as head of
state and head of the Commonwealth, an association of Britain
and its former colonies, put a stolid traditionalist front over
decades of violent upheaval. As such, the queen helped obscure a
bloody history of decolonisation whose proportions and legacies
have yet to be adequately acknowledged.”
To be clear, I am not recommending that we approach
Elizabeth II’s death with some reinvigorated sense of animus
against the historical crimes of the empire she embodied. I am
saying that we, as a people, need to perceive her, and the machinery she represented, minus the veil of compromised history and
deliberate miseducation that has been consistently pulled over
our eyes.
It is one that has whitewashed those crimes of empire and
given us the image of an increasingly maternal old woman,
whose place in history is linked merely to embarrassing family
squabbles, and a wringing of gloved hands, before putting on
that proverbial stiff upper lip in times of supposed crisis in the
“Realm”.
We have been fed a carefully curated image of cups of tea,
crumpets, curtsies, and corgis – when what exists was in fact
built upon blood and injustice.
We need to acknowledge that, and within the ecosystem of
colonial history and its contemporary consequences, that we
have to adjust our vision inward. That embodiment, for us, exists
in the old Indo-Guyanese canecutter who lived through the
backbreaking labour and brutal administration of her empire’s
colonial exploitation, but who has endured and provided his
children and grandchildren with the ability to strive for something greater across generations, education, and upliftment.
And who can, without resentment, look at the Royal family
whose wealth was wrung from his sweat and that of his ancestors, and still maintain his sense of calm.
That embodiment exists in the old colonial era public service
worker, who as a young African-Guyanese woman, just two generations away from enslavement under the British Empire, was
subject to years and years of casual, soul-crushing racism and
deliberate professional under-development and exploitation.
This woman saw for herself the “brown beetles” (British army
vehicles) sent to Guyana to spread terror simply because people
wanted self-determination, but who still committed heart and
soul to building both a family and a newly Independent nation
through economic crisis and critical shortages, so that her
grandson and that canecutter’s granddaughter could meet, fall in
love, and start a business, a family, and a life together.
It is that ability to survive and to emerge from crushing
circumstances – from exploitation, racism, terror, and human
slaughter – with a fundamental dignity and a drive towards
achievement – that is true nobility, not a hereditary throne of
wealth and privilege built on perpetuating and profiting from
those very injustices.

R

Modern-day lens needed to view the challenging legacies of Empire
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Judge Shahabuddeen’s biography now available online

J
Charles Ramson Jr. making the GPL announcement

Guyana literature prize back

T

he Guyana Prize for Literature has been relaunched
with newer categories, features, and prizes, the
Department of Public Information announced earlier
this month. The announcement was made by Culture, Youth,
and Sports Minister, Charles Ramson.
According to Ramson, the GPL was revitalised to better
share the Guyanese rich cultural heritage and way of life
through the art-form of story-telling and literature in a
progressive manner.
Ramson also highlighted the importance of the GPL, noting
that it provides a broad platform to recognise and promote
local literature.
“Most of the people who are connected to writing, drama,
and poetry, [and so on]… do not have a next stage and
progressive kind of opportunity for them to get their works
published, and for them to be recognised in Guyana for the
works that they are doing in this creative space,” Ramson said.
He added that the GPL will be a sporting platform where
authors can be published and recognised throughout Guyana.
According to Ramson, the GPL was revitalised with the
participation of Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali.
Speaking to changes and additions to the GPL, Ramson
said, “First, this will be an annual prize, instead of one every
two years. There is also a youth category that has been added.
There is one qualifying area other than the age, which is that
it is open only to residents. We’ve also added in a male and
female category for the youth prize.”

“Jay, Dad is not doing well.” Cynthia stared into her
brother’s eyes. “We have to move him into a nursing home.”
“That can take up to ten years.” Jason stared at his black
coffee. “I can’t keep him.”
“I know.” Cynthia nodded. She knew that he lived on a
shoestring budget. She sighed and sipped her black tea. “We’ll
move the twins together into the middle bedroom and keep
dad in the third bedroom.”
“Use the money from the sale of his condo to find a fulltime caregiver for him.” Jason showed unquestionable trust in
his sister.
“Can you find a sale for the condo?” Jason flashed a nervous
glance at his younger sister. “I’m putting in a lot of overtime
these days.”
“Of course.” Cynthia
patted his hands.
Before the condo was
sold, Cynthia contacted an
agency for a live-in caregiver
to move in with her dad. The
agency offered to provide a
hospital bed along with the
trained nurse.
Arguments erupted on
the day the condo was sold.
Willerton Smallerton fought
every inch of the way to
his front door before Jason
moved him into Cynthia’s
home.
Shortly before he arrived, a hospital bed and a single
bed were moved into the third bedroom after the twin bed
from that room was relocated to the second bedroom to
accommodate both granddaughters.
A few days after the full-time nurse moved in with
Willerton, Cynthia and Jason were surprised to find that their
dad had become a changed person. He had returned to the
father they had loved and idolised in their growing years until
he had returned from the war, an angry and bitter person who
had become alienated from his family.
“I believe that the bed performed the ritual on him.” Nurse
Philomena spoke with Cynthia, Charlie, and Jason on the
first Sunday after she had spent a week with the family. Jason
usually came over every Sunday to have breakfast with his
sister and Charlie. She had left Willerton sleeping in his room.
“The ritual?” Furrows appeared on Jason’s forehead.
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udge Mohamed Shahabuddeen: A Pictorial Biography,
written by his son Sieyf Shahabuddeen, is now available
on Amazon in black and white, and in a colour edition. It
is close to 400 pages, and as the title suggests, there are lots of
photographs.
However, Shahabuddeen notes that if the extracts from his
father’s writings are counted as text, along with the author’s
own, then the greater part of the book is text.
Last month a ceremony at the University of Guyana
saw copies of the book donated to UG’s Turkeyen and Tain
campuses, and to the National Library. It was presented by
Sharon Correia on the author’s behalf. An NCN News video of
the event is available online.
Shahabuddeen also notes that the book was lightly revised,
with imperfections corrected. The more recent version is now
available worldwide for Kindle readers as an instant download
at a cost of $3. The print and Kindle editions are listed at
Amazon’s minimum list price, with
links to videos and additional text.
While the subject and focus of the
book are about the author’s father and
his life’s story, there are also vignettes
and photos of other personalities and
commentaries by, or about them.
Among these personalities are
Forbes Burnham; Dr Cheddi Jagan;
Sir Shridath Ramphal; Sir Donald
Jackson; Lord Denning; Rashleigh
Jackson; Judge Vibert Lampkin; the
author’s mother Sairah Shahabuddeen,
and her family the Mazaharally’s;
the author’s cousin Dr Noorudeen
Hassan; Wilson Harris, Dr Harold
Drayton; Ralph Ramkarran; poet
and writer Cyril Dabydeen; and
the current Attorney General Anil
Nandlall.
As the author notes, a highlight of
the book is inclusion of the opening
address by Dr Shahabuddeen on
August 1984 in Georgetown, at the International Round Table
to mark the 150th Anniversary of the Abolition of Slavery in

Guyana National Library’s Chief Librarian Emiley
King (right) receives a copy from Sharon Correia
the English-speaking West Indies.
This was a landmark event in
Guyana and the Caribbean. The
speech was printed in a booklet,
entitled “Slavery and Historiographical
Rectification”, and has been replicated
in the book.
There are also chapters on the seven
books written by Dr Shahabuddeen,
a brief discussion of the 1980
Constitution, a look at his decision
at the World Court in the case
concerning the “Legality of the Threat
or Use of Nuclear Weapons”, and a
list of the cases he adjudicated at the
international courts.
Also included at the back of the
book are a selection of the author’s
own writings: a research paper that
spans a century on aspects of Indian
immigrant life in British Guiana, and
letters. The author also gives his views
on the 2020 Regional Elections in
Guyana, along with his opinion of President Irfaan Ali and the
PPP/Civic government.

The Supernatural

T h e Pe a c e m a ke r

“He went through a series of emotions.” She showed the
goosebumps that covered her body when she described how he
laughed, cried, begged, and sang before he screamed in wideeyed terror and fell back to sleep with a smile on his face each
time on the first few nights of sleeping on the bed.
“Why do you think the bed was responsible?” Cynthia
asked Philomena but alternated curious glances at Charlie and
Jason.
“I’ve worked with that
bed a few times before,”
Philomena glanced in the
direction of the room and
whispered. “It seems to evoke
good and evil from anyone
sleeping on it.” She paused
for a moment, looking for the
right words. “Dreams that
cleanse the soul, if you will.”
“Your entire life passing
before your eyes,” Charlie
repeated the words of his
grandmother. “But that is
only supposed to happen at
the point of dying.”
“The bed seems to pre-empt the process and bring peace
to the user to allow them to live in harmony with themselves
and those around them in atonement before making their final
exit.”
“Is Dad about to die?” Cynthia swallowed hard when she
stared into Philomena’s eyes.
“Not necessarily.” Philomena became philosophical. “One
day to a dozen years or more of reconciliation, depending on
the depth of wrongdoing and the degree of remorse.”
“Something happened during the war to flip him into the
person we no longer recognised.” Jason shook his head from
side to side.
“From what I can gather, his platoon commander ordered
your dad and his buddies to shoot every man, woman, and
child and burn a village into the ground for hiding enemy
soldiers, who were their family members on their home soil.”

Kamil
Ali

She took a deep breath. “The
crazed commander shot his
own soldiers who disobeyed his orders.”
The dead silence that followed her words lasted a minute.
“Poor Dad.” Cynthia broke the silence. “His love for his
family turned him into a murderer. I’m sure that he would
have preferred to die if he did not have mom and us.” A tear
fell from her eyes. “He must have envisioned killing us when
he was forced to kill those poor children.”
“He could not live with the monster that resided inside of
him.” Jason sniffed. “He did not even want mom to know. He
kept it bottled up to spare us the horrors of his actions.”
“I’d better check on him.” Philomena got up. “He’s been
alone for a few hours.”
Everyone followed her to the third bedroom where
Willerton lay still on the old bed with contentment on his face.
“He is at peace; may God have mercy on his soul.”
“Your angel came to take you away, Dad.” Jason held his
father’s hand. “Forgive me for judging you.”
“Oh, Dad.” Cynthia sobbed and stroked her dad’s face.
“You carried that pain for all these years to spare us the agony
that tormented your soul.” She knelt on both knees. “Dear
God, please forgive our father for his transgressions against
humanity.” Charlie helped her up to kiss her dad’s forehead.
“Your legacy will live on for generations, Uncle Willie.”
Charlie addressed his father-in-law by the name he used to
call his next-door neighbour and his father's best friend while
growing up. “We’re all proud of you and we will display your
cross of valour in a prominent place for all to see.”
They all laid a hand on the bed in gratitude, knowing that
it was on its way to bring closure to another family struggling
with fractured sentiments.
“Jason, you’re quite handsome like your dad if you shave all
that hair off your face, you know,” Philomena teased.
“You think so?” Jason’s face turned red. He was lost for
words.
“Welcome to our family, Philomena.” Cynthia encouraged
the beautiful nurse. “My little brother needs good caring, right
Dad?”
They all glanced at her dad. His smile seemed to widen!
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T&T headed into turbulence
with low natural gas numbers

Patrick Lee Loy (left to right), William Carr, Roger Watts, & John Procope attempted to swim from Magdalena
Grand Tobago to Grande Riviere in Trinidad last Saturday

Swimmers attempt Tobago to Trinidad crossing
Port-of-Spain – Four swimmers made an attempt last week
to navigate the 60 kilometre watery divide from Tobago to
Trinidad. The group attempted the trip on September 17.
William Carr, Patrick Lee Loy, Roger Watts, and John
Procope began their journey at 4:00 a.m. near Magdalena Grand
in Tobago with the goal of making landfall in Trinidad in the
Grande Riviere area 12 to 15 hours later.
However, the team faced rigorous sea conditions, and were
forced to call off the attempt.
According to a member of team’s support crew, “The currents
pushed the swimmers North West after ten hours of heaving
waves and wind out of the East, and they decided to call it a day.
[They] spent a long time swimming against the current. The
critical aspect of the swim was to get past the ‘Shallows’, which
is the dark patch shown on the map of Tobago as the current
accelerates over this shallow area.”

Congratulating the swimmers for the effort, the Aquatics
Sports Association of Trinidad and Tobago wrote on its
Facebook page, “The currents pushed the swimmers northwest
after ten hours of heaving waves and wind out of the east, which
made it difficult to complete the journey. We are proud of them
and salute their efforts.”
In August 2017, former president of the Public Services
Association Watson Duke also failed to swim the distance from
Tobago to Trinidad. He wore a life jacket during the attempt,
and was assisted by support vehicles. At the time, he was seeking
to highlight the woes being experienced by Tobagonians with
the government’s ferry service.
Earlier in 2013, another attempt was made by Gordon Borde,
Jeffrey Ferdinand, and Tony Leavitt. They made 75 percent of
the journey before being pulled out of the water by the Coast
Guard in what was approaching nightfall.

Family of shot Venezuelan boy now in Canada

Port-of-Spain – The Venezuelan family at the centre of the lowing the shooting death of the infant, Williams said.
tragedy that saw Trinidad and Tobago’s Coast Guard fatally
“[Darielvys] basically would have been hiding in Trinidad
shooting an infant at sea has
and Tobago, save and except
been relocated to Canada, the
her reporting conditions, [and]
Trinidad Guardian reported last
her order supervisions. She was
week.
afraid in Trinidad and Tobago
The infant boy, Yaelvis
because of what transpired,”
Santoyo Sarabia, died from a
Williams said.
bullet wound to the head in
Williams said a petition was
February this year after Coast
being launched in Trinidad and
Guard officers fired on an
Tobago’s High Court to address
approaching
Venezuelan
future incidents like these.
migrant vessel.
“I do not think that our law
At the time of his death, the
firm’s request to assist this young
child was in the arms of mothlady – as well as our international
er Darielvys Sarabia, who was Mother Darielvys Sarabia (right) & husband Yermi partners’ – to have a resolution to
Santoyo after their son’s tragic shooting at sea
accompanying husband Yermi
this issue. I do not think that proSantoyo, along with another child to Trinidad and Tobago.
cess was satisfied. So, we have instructions to file an application
As was reported last week, the family has now been relocated before the High Court on [Darielvys’] behalf,” Williams added.
to Canada.
“To the young lady in question: she has been settled… in
Canada,” Trinidad and Tobago lawyer, Criston Williams, told
the Trinidad Guardian last week.
Williams added, “I would say [the family’s relocation] is
an example of the model of the International Organisation of
Migration – how it ought to work – once all parties contribute
in keeping with the Refugee conventions.”
In an Instagram post, the Miami NGO, Derechos Humanos,
said the family has been “granted a new opportunity” to live in
Canada.
It also noted that the mother of the dead child continues
to face physical disabilities as a result of the shooting, which
Port-of-Spain – Three men ran afoul of the law last week
occurred at sea just outside Port-of-Spain. She was injured by
gunfire during the ordeal. It was also reported that she contin- when police cracked a case of stolen eggs. The men were caught
scrambling for an explanation early last week when they arrived
ues to live with the emotional trauma.
According to the reports, Trinidad and Tobago’s Ministry at the Port-of-Spain Central Market with several cartons of what
of National Security and the Coast Guard later repatriated 38 was later found to be purloined eggs.
According to news reports, Port-of-Spain city officers at the
Venezuelan nationals following the shooting. As the ministry
stated, the Venezuelans entered Trinidad and Tobago illegally market’s police post were on sentry duty at the main gate at
over a period of time. Among the repatriated were witnesses to around 5:30 a.m. last week Tuesday when they noted the arrival
of the men transporting a large quantity of eggs in their vehicle.
the shooting, the media in Trinidad and Tobago reported.
Police said the men were not registered vendors in the
However, the family remained in Trinidad and Tobago fol-

Port-of-Spain – The alarm was raised earlier this month by
Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley that
the nation is likely facing a crisis that could severely impact the
nation’s standard of living if there is no natural gas production
from new fields.
Rowley also stated that the government is continuing with
its work to increase natural gas production, which he indicated
had fallen to an average of 2.9 billion standard cubic feet per day
(bcf/d), down from a high of 4.2 bcf/d.
However, it was later revealed that figures from the Ministry
of Energy have placed natural gas production figures at 2.5
bcf/d, and not at 2.9 bcf/d, as was claimed by Rowley.
Rowley also declared that because of this dilemma, it was in
the interest of Trinidad and Tobago to head to Europe to meet
with the leadership teams of Shell, BP, and Proman.
Following Rowley’s announcement last week, former energy
minister Kevin Ramnarine noted natural gas production was
the most fundamental economic issue now facing Trinidad and
Tobago.
He noted that natural gas production remains at the foundation of the economy,
and added that its production has declined by
1.49 billion cubic feet
per day.
Said
Ramnarine:
“[Two thirds] of that
decline happened in
the years 2020 and
2021. The effects of this
decline are a 20 percent
reduction in real GDP
from 2014 to 2021, and
a 29 percent reduction in energy sector
real GDP for the same
Kevin Ramnarine
period.”
He added, “In 2022 and 2023 we will see some marginal
improvements in natural gas production, but Trinidad and
Tobago will still struggle to get above 3.0 billion cubic feet per
day. This level of natural gas production is still insufficient to
meet the demands of the plants in the country. Post-2023, the
decline will set in again.”
Ramnarine also stated that it appears Rowley has been alerted to the precipice that is ahead between 2026 to 2028.
“If deep water gas production is not realised in 2028 or thereabouts, [then] we are in trouble. A bad situation will become a
lot worse. I also don’t think we should hang our economic coat
on Venezuelan gas. The sanctions are still there despite the optimism of some. If all the sanctions were lifted tomorrow, it will
take years before natural gas from Venezuela flows to Trinidad
and Tobago,” he said.
Ramnarine said in order to increase natural gas production,
Trinidad and Tobago needs to focus on, among other things,
overhauling the fiscal regime. This was promised in the last
budget, but nothing has happened since, he said.
“I expect some fluffy statement about it on budget day. The
fiscal regime and in particular [Finance Minister Colm Imbert’s]
royalty regime of 2017 have failed the country, and have been a
major factor in the fall in natural gas production,” he said.
Additionally, “We went after a larger slice of a shrinking pie.
The result of the 2018-2019 shallow water bid round should
have been a wake up call to the government that their approach
to the fiscal regime does not work.”

Police lay charges after cracking case of stolen eggs
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market, and were questioned about the origins of such a large
quantity of eggs.
As the police report stated, each man gave a conflicting story
when questioned separately about the origin of the eggs. The
group later admitted to hatching a plan to steal the eggs from a
farm in Las Lomas. The men were arrested, the eggs confiscated,
and charges were laid.
Officers later told the media the police effort was part of an
increased effort to clamp down on the sale of stolen produce in
and around the PoS Central Market.
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Charges laid against UNC MP David Lee
Port-of-Spain – Opposition MP David Lee was last week
granted [all currency TTD] $1 million bail following criminal
charges that were laid where it was alleged he fraudulently
received a tax exemption of $1.4 million, and for conspiracy to
defraud. He is the UNC’s MP for Pointe-a-Pierre.
The charges were in connection with the purchase of a $2.3
million Mercedes-Benz AMG G63, and
whether the tax exemptions derived may
have benefited a party financier.
Investigators approached officials at the
office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
late last week for instructions on how to
proceed, and were given the green light to
lay two charges against Lee. He was then
detained, brought before a Justice of the
Peace, and charged.
Lee was later granted bail of $1 million
to cover both charges and released. The
matter is expected to be heard before a
Port-of-Spain magistrate on October 12.
Lee is to be represented by a team of
attorneys including Wayne Sturge, Devesh
Maharaj, Alexia Romero, and Kandace
David
Nahous.
According to a media report back in August, Lee was
questioned by police in connection with the purchase of a
$2,344,752.16 million Mercedes-Benz AMG, and whether the
$1.4 million in tax exemptions derived may have benefited a
party financier.
The investigation surrounded Lee’s parliamentary privilege
of exemption from paying taxes on the purchase of a vehicle.
He was granted exemptions in the sum of $1,416,292.65
for the purchase of the Mercedes-Benz. That exemption was
granted on May 23, 2019, and included $293,094.02 in Value
Added Tax, $298,650 in motor vehicle tax, and $824,548.63 in

Customs duty.
A police probe was ordered to determine whether Lee used
the exemptions to benefit a South-based businessman and UNC
financier, and whether Lee was ever in possession of the vehicle.
All MPs are exempt from paying motor vehicle tax, VAT,
and Customs duties on new or used vehicles imported every
two years under the Salaries Review
Commission. A caveat is the vehicle is not
to be sold during the two-year period or
half of the taxes are to be repaid.
Back in 2020, Finance Minister Colm
Imbert had called on Opposition Leader
Kamla Persad-Bissessar to ask Lee whether
he used the tax exemption privileges in
2019 to purchase “the most expensive car
of all Members of Parliament, probably in
the history of this Parliament… a four-litre
Mercedes-Benz AMG G63 valued at $2.3
million”.
Imbert revealed that Lee had accessed a
benefit of $1.4 million in tax and duty concessions – four times more than the benefit
accessed by most other MPs for a vehicle.
Lee
He said Lee hardly ever drove the car to
Parliament, if at all.
He also asked a “general question, namely, if a car is purchased by an MP with a substantial benefit in kind, such as $1.4
million in tax concessions, but it’s used almost instantly by an
unrelated private citizen from day one – is that a breach of the
travel benefits a fforded to MPs?”
Persad-Bissesar has defended Lee, saying he had done nothing illegal.
“[Lee] has not broken any law. He has done nothing illegal.
That was a facility afforded according to the law at that time. It
is still the law,” she said.

Parents & children at a bookseller in PoS
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Basdeo Panday

Lee joins McDonald &
Panday in facing courts

Deposit Account supporting self-employed and micro enterprises customers.
“Scotia Insurance also launched a suite of new products:
Scotia Elevate, Scotia Platinum and Scotia Legacy. These additions to our product offerings will deliver
enhanced features to our customers while
broadening their deposit capabilities, insurance protection, and retirement options,”
Pazos added.
Looking ahead, Pazos said Scotia is
encouraged by the increased economic activity resulting from higher energy commodity prices, and the final rollback of Covid-19
measures, albeit tempered by continued inflationary pressures and supply chain issues that
are being experienced globally and locally.
Total revenue, comprising net interest
income and other income was $1.4 billion for
Pazos
the period ended July 31, 2022, an increase of
$133 million or ten percent over the last year, the bank stated.
Net interest income for the period was $916 million, $12 million, or one percent lower when compared to the same period
last year, driven by a decline in the loan portfolio during 2021,
together with continued margin compression due to competitive pricing pressures, the bank statement added.

Port-of-Spain – It is the third time in two decades that
Trinidad and Tobago is seeing yet another high-profile politician in office brought before the courts for alleged fraud.
Last week, UNC MP David Lee was charged for alleged
fraud, and is on [TT] $1 million bail.
In April 2019, former MP for Port-of-Spain South Marlene
McDonald was charged, along with four others, in relation to
alleged offences dated between 2008 and 2009.
McDonald was relieved from duties as minister and a deputy
political leader of the PNM in August, 2019, after facing the
charges.
She was accused of misbehaviour in the improper approval of
a [TT] $2.3 million payment for the construction of a project at
Marcano quarry in Laventille.
While the charge of misbehaviour was dropped in March,
McDonald remains before the courts on three charges of conspiracy to defraud, two of misbehaving in public office, and
another of money laundering.
She was charged alongside her long-time companion Michael
Carew, Wayne Anthony, Victor McEachrane (both contractors), and Edgar Zepherine, former chairman of the National
Commission for Self Help.
The five accused faced dozens of charges of attempting to
defraud the government by allegedly procuring funds, over $1
million from the Ministry of Community Development and
Culture, to the Calabar Foundation.
Calabar was established in 2010 by Carew, who allegedly
disguised it as a charity.
The first case involving a high-profile politician made international news when former prime minister and UNC leader
Basdeo Panday was charged with three counts of fraud in 2002
in the run-up to that year’s general election.
Panday was later found guilty of failing to declare a bank
account that he and his wife, Oma, held in London. He was
convicted of the crime in 2006, initially sentenced to two years
with hard labour, and fined $20,000.
However, the conviction was overturned by the Court of
Appeal a year later.
In May 2005, both Panday and wife were arrested on corruption charges relating to a $250,000 payment received from
businessman Ishwar Galbaransingh and former UNC government minister Carlos John.
According to the evidence, the money was an incentive
for giving Northern Construction, a company chaired by
Galbaransingh, a contract for the Piarco Airport Development
Project. Charges against Panday were dropped in 2012.
Galbaransingh and John were also charged.

Port-of-Spain – School book publishers were last week
defending the practice of updating texts to ‘new editions’ in the
wake of complaints by parents facing increased costs in equipping their children for classes.
The publishers have since countered by saying the updates
are only made to keep up with the changing school curriculum,
and are being unfairly blamed for high back-to-school costs.
There was much national discourse earlier this month over
the cost of school supplies from parents preparing children for
the 2022-2023 academic year.
According to the parents, the cost of school books was high
with schools requesting newer editions. They claimed increased
costs were making it difficult to save on purchasing used books,
or passing them down from older to younger siblings.
The parents also claimed sometimes the new edition books
had only minor changes from previous ones. According to
media reports, one parent produced two editions of a secondary school textbook showing a change in the cover design, with
what appeared to be a few changes within.
Last week the Ministry of Education advised there was to be
no change to the list of textbooks issued for this academic year
for the upcoming 2023-2024 session, and this included new
book editions.

It also advised it is currently engaged in the procurement
process for an e-book platform, and would be conducting a
review of textbooks, including e-books and e-resources.
The outcome of the review will be used to inform the policy
regarding the formulation of schools’ booklists, the ministry
stated.
However, publisher Rico Charran said updating and revising
text books were necessary to meet the standards of the Ministry
of Education.
“A new edition is only done when a substantial change to the
content is necessary,” he told the media last week.
He added, “The rule of thumb is more than ten percent,
but more than often it is around 20 percent of the book that is
updated... you will find that books are only changed or updated,
or new editions created, when there is a change to the curriculum.”
Charran said changes were made to the primary school curriculum in response to challenges from the Covid-19 pandemic.
“And as such, publishers had to update their books accordingly, especially at the SEA level. When the Ministry of
Education or CXC make changes to the curriculum, it requires
a change to the text book. That is why edition changes are done,”
he stated.

Scotiabank says income growth higher from last year
Port-of-Spain – Scotiabank T&T Ltd has realised income
after tax of [all currency TTD] $521 million for the nine months
ended July 31, 2022.
It was an increase of $59 million, or 13 percent over the same
period ended July 31 last year.
According to a statement from Scotiabank,
the improvement over the prior year was
driven by continued increases in core banking
activity following a return to normal operating conditions as a result of the lifting of
Trinidad and Tobago’s Covid-19 restrictions.
Said Managing Director of Scotiabank
T&T Ltd Gayle Pazos: “We are pleased to
announce another solid third quarter performance by Scotiabank. We continue to see a
steady rise in loans to customers, recording
an increase of $1.3 billion, or eight percent,
over the last nine months, and driving total
Gayle
asset growth by six percent when compared
to the same period in 2021. Of this $1.3 billion, consumer loans
represent $818 million, corresponding to our best performance
since 2016.”
Pazos added that the bank continues to make its products
and services more accessible and convenient for customers,
while noting that this quarter, it launched a “Basic Access”

Marlene McDonald

Parents push back on high cost of ‘new edition’ books
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Intriguing tale how Surya Kumari fashioned a new path abroad

By Anu Kumar
n February 1961, an historic
fringe theatre in New York staged
Rabindranath Tagore’s play The
King of the Dark Chamber. In the cast
were a young, upcoming Madhur
Jaffrey, who would go on to become
a doyenne of food writing, and
Brock Peters, who later played Tom
Robinson in the film version of To
Kill a Mockingbird.
But the scene-stealer among them
was the female lead, Surya Kumari.
Reviewers called Surya Kumari’s
performance “beautiful” and
“convincing”. She was the play’s “chief
adornment”, they said – she was the
“lovely jewel of the east”, and “India’s
best ambassador”.
The play ran for a successful
ten months, and Surya Kumari’s
distinguished turn as Queen
Sudarshana won her an Off-Broadway
Theater Award or OBIE.
It was the first time an Indian actor
had received the prestigious honour, and it proved a landmark
in the career of a woman who was no stranger to plaudits.
Even before her triumph under the spotlights in New York,
Surya Kumari was famous. She had starred in over 25 films in
Telugu, Tamil, and Hindi. She was a well-known singer, with
several records to her name. And her dance performances were
lavished with praise.
That she chose to fashion a new path for herself in a
different country makes for an intriguing story; a story pieced
together from newspaper references, a “memorial volume”
produced soon after her death in 2005, and firsthand accounts
from her Texas-based nephew, Devaguptapu Rao, who shares
her love for the theatre.
Life Of Glamour
Born in 1925 in Rajahmundry, then part of Madras
Presidency, Surya Kumari (also spelled Suryakumari) was first
noticed for her amazing musical skills. As the story goes, a
young Surya Kumari would accompany her uncle, the freedom
fighter Tanguturi Prakasam (who later became Andhra
Pradesh’s first chief minister), to political events and perform
patriotic songs in her mellifluous voice.
The singing was overheard by someone in the Tamil film
industry, and suggestions and recommendations soon turned
into something real.
After Vipranarayana (1937), her debut film, she went on
to star in several movies, first in Tamil and Telugu and then
in Hindi. The hits Adrishtam (1938, Tamil) and Raithubidda
(1939, Telugu) were followed with Deena Bandhu (1942,
Telugu) and Krishna Prema (1943, Telugu), in which she
played the male mythological character Narada.
In the late 1940s, she performed as part of a cultural
organisation raising money for the indigent.
There was a change of direction in the early 1950s. After
winning the Miss Madras title, and placing runner-up in
the Miss India pageant, she was invited to the US as part of
a 14-member Indian film delegation by the Motion Picture
Association of America.
Among the other delegates were actors Prem Nath, David
Abraham, Nargis and Bina Rai.

Surya Kumari and Dilip Kumar in Uran Khatola
Celluloid Dreams
The delegation met such eminences as Eleanor Roosevelt,
Cecille DeMille, Frank Capra, and Cesar Romero. As accounts
of the day have it, there was anticipation that filmmaker Alfred
Hitchcock, greatly charmed by Surya Kumari’s grace and her
fluency in English, would offer her and Prem Nath a film.
But the expectations came to naught in a set-up where
studios and actor guilds negotiated and decided most
production matters.
Nevertheless, Surya Kumari stayed in touch with Hitchcock,
and on her second, longer stint in the US, she ended up
working in his story research team.
In the intervening period, from 1952 to 1960, she acted in
more movies, notably Watan (1954, Hindi) and Uran Khatola
(1955, Hindi), co-starring Dilip Kumar, Jeevan, and Nimmi.
In Uran Khatola, she played the disdainful queen of a secret
kingdom dominated by women.
A notable East-West movie production, Bombay Flight 417,
partly produced by Shashadhar Mukherjee of Filmistan and
Hungarian-born director Alexander Paal, never saw the light
of day after it ran into controversy with the Indian film censor
board. It starred Alex D’Arcy, Surya Kumari, Vyjayanthimala,
and Ashok Kumar, among others.
After this, Surya Kumari moved back to the stage. As G.
Krishnamurti, editor of Suryakumari: A Memorial Tribute,
writes, the praises for her performance in Tagore’s ArjunaChitra encouraged her to travel out. She wanted to showcase
her stage performances and explore opportunities in the
emerging world of television.
Her nephew Devaguptapu Rao agrees. She gravitated to the
“immediacy” of the stage, he said, noting that “the remoteness
of a celluloid screen didn’t quite appeal to her”.
For a while in the early 1960s, Surya Kumari lived in New
York, sharing an apartment with two other working women.
Besides working in Hitchcock’s research team for the longrunning TV series Alfred Hitchcock Presents, she taught courses
on Indian theatre and dance at Columbia University. She was
part of the research team for Mark Robson’s film, Nine Hours
to Rama, based on Stanley Wolpert’s novel.
It was a life more austere than the one she was used to;

but soon her role in the Krishna
Shah-directed The King of the Dark
Chamber changed her life again.
She travelled with Shah and the
play’s choreographer Bhasker Roy
Chowdhury to apartheid-era South
Africa on the invitation of an arts
organisation called United Artists.
A second play directed by Shah,
entitled Kindly Monkeys, prompted
Surya Kumari to move to London
in 1965. The play, co-starring Saeed
Jaffrey and written by eccentric
American playwright Milton
Hood Ward – his only play to be
professionally produced – was set
in an Indian temple that is besieged
unexpectedly by American visitors.
The indifferent response to the
play meant there was little chance
of it travelling to the US, and Surya
Kumari chose to remain in London.
It was here she would find renewed
success; and love too.
An old friend from her days in the
Hindi film world, the Russian-born costume designer Ludmilla
Primakoff, helped Surya Kumari find her feet at the time.
She found a flat and roles in BBC plays and TV serials.
These included, among others, playing a maharani in an
adaptation of E. Nesbit’s The Phoenix and the Carpet; and a
doctor in possession of a stolen cholera vaccine in an episode
of the series Interpol Calling.
She also had bit roles in television plays, such as Drums
Along the Avon and Hard Labour.
In 1973, she married the writer, poet and painter Harold
Elvin, who was 18 years her senior. In the early 1940s, Elvin
had been a nightwatchman at the British Embassy in Moscow.
He also spent some time exploring the Soviet Union on his
old Raleigh bicycle – an experience that he wrote about in A
Cockney in Moscow.
His other books included Once Upon a Time in Siberia, The
Gentle Russian, Elvin’s Rides: Laos, Cambodia and Thailand,
and The Ride to Chandigarh, which was about his travels in
India in the mid-1950s.
It was in replicating something that had brought her success
in India that Surya Kumari became a more familiar name to
the British public.
In 1971, she formally set up the India Performing
Arts Society to train students, and give Kuchipudi and
Bharatnatyam recitals.
Until 1990, it became a tradition for Surya Kumari to stage
annual performances in London’s Southbank Centre. The
team that accompanied her included Keshav Sathe on tabla,
Vemu Mukunda on the veena, and Anand Pillay on sitar.
In 1973, Surya Kumari released an album, entitled Songs
of India, that included her renditions of Tagore songs and
a Thyagaraja composition. She also performed to poems
written by husband Harold.
Her last television appearance was in an episode of The
Jewel in the Crown (1984). She died in 2005, aged almost 80.
Towards the end of her life, she was engaged in collecting
material related to the medieval Sufi saint Kabir, who
searched for common ground among religions, and insisted
that for all their differences, all human beings had a lot in
common.

Surya Kumari with Alfred Hitchcock

Husband Harold Elvin

Surya Kumari with Nehru in the 1950s
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Andrews sings pop, R&B, blues, jazz, soul... & Sanskrit shlokas

A

sk Thomson Andrews to describe
his singing style and he says, “I am
a pop, R&B, funk, blues, jazz, and
soul singer-songwriter and performer, but I
vibe to all music that is soothing, hooky, foottapping, whether it is dance music or romantic
ballads.”
The latest feather in his cap, though, is
singing Sanskrit shlokas for the Bollywood
film Brahmastra.
An unusual choice for someone whose
musical influences include Ray Charles, Stevie
Wonder, James Brown, Donny Hathaway,
Beyonce, Aretha Franklin, and Michael
Jackson.
However, on closer inspection, one
discovers that Andrews has been trained in
the Gwalior gharana of Hindustani classical
singing for four years, and started his
Bollywood singing career with A.R. Rahman.
For Brahmastra, he was approached by
music director Pritam, with whom he has
previously worked on films like 83, Ludo,
Jagga Jasoos, Raees, and more.
“It’s my first time singing sacred shlokas in
Sanskrit. In the past, I have sung several Sufi
Bollywood songs, Gospel songs, and albums,
but the scale of Brahmastra is much grander
than those. I’m so glad I could be part of this
project, and absolutely love the film score, not
only as a musician, but also as a member of
the audience who consumes Indian cinema
and music,” the 34-year-old singer-songwriter
says.
Such a major departure from his usual style
was certainly a challenge with which he had to
contend.
Andrews explains that during the first few
dubbing sessions, he struggled with picking
up some of the Sanskrit words and phrases,
especially as they had to be sung in varying
scales and rhythm patterns, showcasing

happened when he was given the chance to
perform on stage for maestro A.R. Rahman’s
IPL Awards 2010 televised performance. This
opened up many opportunities for other
musical gigs.
Currently based in Mumbai, the singer
keeps travelling for shows and shoots across
the globe. Next on the cards are two animated
Netflix children’s web series, a Disney
film, and a project for Apple TV, as well as
Rahman’s next film titled Cobra.
“On the Bollywood front, my next project
is with the iconic director-composer Sanjay
Leela Bhansali, for which I am extremely
excited. I am also releasing two of my Indie
singles soon,” he shares.
Andrews is a busy, busy man.
“It’s my first time singing sacred shlokas for
a film of this scale. In the past, I have sung Sufi
Bollywood and Gospel songs.”

Thomson Andrews
recordings for Bollywood films soon followed.
the perfect blend, dynamics, power, and
He claims the turning point in his life
articulation for the entire chant to sound
strong and captivating.
Other challenges included navigating the
erratic dubbing sessions and ad hoc schedules
in the midst of simultaneous projects, and the
odd hours at which the team worked.
Andrews overcame these challenges with a
positive attitude, and the willingness to go the
extra mile.
Being part of India’s first Hindi-language
fantasy action-adventure film is a dream come
true for Andrews. Describing it as a “Wow!
moment” for his career, he is particularly
proud of being given the opportunity to work
with Amitabh Bachchan, the Dharma movies
production team, and the film leads Ranbir
Kapoor and Alia Bhatt.
Brought up Catholic, Andrews sang
hymns and Gospel music at church in the
UK, and was touring with choirs and bands
Farhan Akhtar held a singing/howling session with his dogs one Sunday afterinternationally in France, Germany, and Spain, noon, sharing a video on Instagram playing the guitar while the dogs howled
while still in high school.
along. In a T-shirt & headband, he looked supercool with his canine chorus. Titled
Singing for ad jingles, and doing studio
Sunday Sing-along with Jim and Ty #dogsarethebest, it can be viewed here

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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India put confidence in young super specialists

I

ndia is taking a full-strength fast-bowling attack to 14 in the last IPL, he has pushed his strike rate up to 155.85 in
Australia for the T20 World Cup, notably with the return international cricket.
Hooda may have also made the pick due to India losing
of Jasprit Bumrah and Harshal Patel, the cricket website,
Ravindra Jadeja to a knee injury. Also, Axar Patel has been
ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Confidence has also been placed in the young left arm fast handed the ball as lead left-arm spinner, although it remains to
bowler, Arshdeep Singh, who was picked ahead of Deepak be seen if that means he gets a place in the India XI. Nobably,
Hooda’s batting prowess was chosen
Chahar and Mohammed Shami, with
at the Asia Cup ahead of Patel.
both players making the tour in the
Meanwhile, Dinesh Karthik
reserves. Singh made his India debut
forced the selectors to make his
in July this year, and is 23-years-old.
“dream come true” by taking his
It is apparent that India have been
game as a finisher to a whole new
investing heavily in super specialists
level, ESPNcricinfo noted. He had a
in the last few months, ESPNcricinfo
death-overs strike rate of 220 at IPL
observed.
2022, which put him in the lineup
Singh’s selection fits in the super
for inclusion. Among the batters who
specialist category, with his excepfaced at least 50 balls between overs
tional skills as a death bowler noted
17 and 20, only Jos Buttler (236.53)
during the IPL. It was noted in the
fared better.
last season that Singh bowled a minIndia squad for Australia
imum of 40 balls between overs 17
T20Is: Rohit Sharma (captain), K.L.
and 20, and that only Jasprit Bumrah
Rahul (vice-captain), Virat Kohli,
managed a better economy rate by
Arshdeep Singh
Suryakumar Yadav, Deepak Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wicketjust 0.2 points: 7.38 versus Singh’s 7.58.
Also making the squad for their ongoing performances keeper), Dinesh Karthik (wicketkeeper), Hardik Pandya, R.
are the top four: Rohit Sharma, K.L. Rahul, Virat Kohli, and Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar Patel, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Suryakumar Yadav. India are also taking all-rounders, along Mohammed Shami, Harshal Patel, Deepak Chahar, Jasprit
with Deepak Hooda offspin ability, ahead of other contenders Bumrah.
India squad for South Africa T20Is: Rohit Sharma (capsuch Shreyas Iyer, who is also traveling as a reserve.
Hooda’s selection was another quick upward move into tain), K.L. Rahul (vice-captain), Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav,
the team, having played his first game for India in 2022. His Deepak Hooda, Rishabh Pant (wicketkeeper), Dinesh Karthik
debut came after breakout season with Lucknow Super Giants, (wicketkeeper), R. Ashwin, Yuzvendra Chahal, Axar Patel,
where he scored 451 runs with a strike rate of 136.66. Despite Arshdeep Singh, Mohammed Shami, Harshal Patel, Deepak
his sample size being smaller with nine innings as opposed to Chahar, Jasprit Bumrah.

Ballance apologises to Rafiq for racist language

A

n apology was made late last month by Gary Ballance
to former Yorkshire team-mate Azeem Rafiq for “unacceptable” and “racist” language, The Independent has
reported.
Ballance admitted last November he had used offensive
terms that Rafiq was subjected to during his two spells
at Headingley between 2008
and 2018. He said he regretted using a racial slur.
Both Rafiq and Balance
had a face-to-face meeting
in London late last month.
After accepting his apology,
Rafiq said he hoped Ballance
can now become “part of
the solution” in cricket’s fight
against racism.
Azeem Rafiq
Ballance remains on the books at Yorkshire, but has not
played a first-class match all year.
Said Balance: “I apologise unreservedly to Azeem for the
words I used when we played together. I did use unacceptable
– at times, racist language. If I had realised how much this hurt
Azeem, I would have stopped immediately. That’s why I wanted
to meet him… and be clear in person that I intended no malice. That’s not an excuse; I realise that the language I used was
wrong.”
Ballance played 23 Tests for England between 2014 and 2017.
He is currently suspended from international duty as part of
England and Wales Cricket Board’s investigation into Rafiq’s

claims. He missed the start of the season, and returned to action
for Yorkshire’s second XI in July.
Ballance added: “I have wanted to meet Azeem in person
for quite some time, but I had to make sure I was in a good
place when I did so. Azeem has been through similar mental
health challenges and understands why this has taken me
a little time. I have accepted,
from the outset, the words I
used were wrong, and I hope
this statement brings Azeem
some comfort.”
He also declared: “There
is no place in our sport for
this behaviour, and I am
determined to play my part
in ridding the game [of] racism, and to make it more
Gary Ballance
inclusive. To do this we all need to be honest and learn from
our past mistakes.”
Rafiq first made allegations of racism and harassment
against Yorkshire two years ago. Since then, the club and several
unnamed individuals have been charged by the ECB.
Rafiq’s claims led to sweeping reforms at Yorkshire, overseen
by new chair Lord Kamlesh Patel, and also in the national game,
with the ECB publishing a 12-point action plan to tackle racism.
“From day one of opening up about my experiences, all I ever
wanted was acceptance and apologies for what happened,” said
Rafiq. He also indicated that he hoped Ballance can now resume
his cricketing career.

Cariah makes CWI selection for World Cup games

C

ricket West Indies’ selection panel last week confirmed
15 players who will represent the West Indies at the
eighth ICC T20 World Cup to be played in Australia
from October 16 to November 13.
In a surprise move, the lineup saw inclusion of inexperienced T20 cricketer Yannic
Cariah, a selection that was stoutly defended
by lead selector Desmond Haynes.
According to Haynes, the panel was
impressed with Cariah, and felt he can be the
team’s wildcard.
Haynes also said that hard-hitting opener
Evin Lewis was recalled after discussions with
coach Phil Simmons.
Also recalled was opener Johnson Charles,
while the uncapped Barbadian left-arm batYannic
ting all-rounder Raymon Reifer was named on the team.
Nicholas Pooran will lead in his first World Cup as captain,
with Rovman Powell as vice-captain.
Among the notable names missing were Fabian Allen,
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Andre Fletcher, spinner Sunil Narine, and all-rounder Romario
Sheppard. The Jamaican Andre Russell was also omitted.
Cariah’s last major tournament involvement for the West
Indies was 12 years ago at the 2010 Under-19
World Cup. He is the least experienced player
in the squad, having played just four T20
matches, and only made his ODI debut for the
West Indies against New Zealand last month.
Said Haynes: “I think he’s good enough. I
also think he can do very well for us with the
bat as well, and I think he deserves the opportunity to go and play in this big tournament.
[He] showed us what he can do in the [ODI]
competition... I feel that this will be a good
opportunity for him to play in a World Cup.”
World Cup Squad: Nicholas Pooran (capCariah
tain), Rovman Powell (vice-captain), Yannic Cariah, Johnson
Charles, Sheldon Cottrell, Shimron Hetmyer, Jason Holder,
Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandon King, Evin Lewis, Kyle
Mayers, Obed McCoy, Raymon Reifer, and Odean Smith.

Anisa Mohammed

Players must step up & perform
in absence of Mohammed, Dottin

A

bsence of leading wicket-taker Anisa Mohammed and
premier batter Deandra Dottin means a few players
must step up and fill the void for the upcoming series
against New Zealand, West Indies’ women’s cricket team head
coach Courtney Walsh said last week.
West Indies will host New Zealand for the first time since
2014, with three ODIs and five T20Is played this month, with
the final game played on October 6.
The series started last Friday with the first ODI at the Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium. All the matches are being played in
Antigua.
“We want to see other people taking the responsibility of
being consistent, and I think that is what has been lacking in this
team for the last couple of seasons. It is a chance for people now
to put their hands up,” Walsh told the Caribbean media.
The last time New Zealand women toured the Caribbean saw
them swept 4-0 in the ODI series. However, the “White Ferns”
bounced back in the shortest format to beat West Indies 2-1,
winning the deciding third match in a Super Over.
The present New Zealand squad appear in good form after
taking away the bronze medal at the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.
Walsh said the series, along with other upcoming tours,
should give the West Indies
women ample opportunity
to sharpen up ahead of the
2023 Women’s T20 World
Cup.
“With New Zealand coming in, and then we are going
to have England at the back
end of the year, I think that
is very good for us. And
then we have another series
before we go to the World
Cup. So that to me is enough
cricket from here on going
Deandra Dottin
forward,” he said.
Even without Mohammed, Walsh said he was confident in
the strength of the bowling attack. However, he was concerned
about the batting department. Hopefully, Barbados’ Kyshona
Knight, and Jamaicans Chedean Nation and Natasha McLean,
and other players, would step up with their batting, he said.
“We are all concerned [about] the batters that we have.
Hayley [Matthews], Stafanie [Taylor]… are all experienced.
There are a number of batters, but no one is showing that kind
of consistency,” Walsh stated.
He also acknowledged the team would be hindered with the
loss of leading wicket-taker Mohammed, now on a six-month
sabbatical. Dottin has retired from international games, and
would also be missed, he noted.
“[We] are going to miss those two. But I am hoping other
people step up, and we get a level of consistency from them,”
he added.
However, he maintained the bowling department should be
adequately filled until Mohammed returns.
“With someone around like a [Karishma] Ramharack and
[Sheneta] Grimmond... plying the same trade, it gives them
an opportunity to try and fill that void. [Mohammed] will be
missed because she is a world-class player. She has proven that
time and time again.”
But Dottin’ absence presents an even bigger void to fill, he
said.
“You don’t replace those players overnight. She has been
doing very well for us over the years. It has given some other
persons some opportunities to... establish themselves... [and]
develop their own play.”
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Smriti Mandhana

Mandhana cites workload, may pull out of WBBL

I

ndia vice-captain Smriti Mandhana indicated last week she
is considering pulling out of the Women’s Big Bash League
so she can better manage her workload and stay fit for international commitments.
It has been a packed year for Mandhana. She started off 2022
with an ODI tour of New Zealand in February in the lead up to
the ODI World Cup in March. This tour was followed by domestic white-ball tournaments in India in April and May, and then
ODIs and T20Is in Sri Lanka in June and July.
She was in Birmingham for five T20Is in the Commonwealth
Games later in July and August, and has remained in the UK
since, first for the Women’s Hundred playing for Southern Brave,
and then for the international white-ball games against England,
which started with a T20I series on September 10.
“I think more than the mental part, it’s about managing a
little bit of physical part,” Mandhana said last week.
She added, “Definitely, I’ll be thinking about pulling out of
WBBL, because I don’t want to miss out on playing for India, or
having any niggles when I play for India, because I want to give
my 100 percent when I play international cricket. So definitely
I’ll be thinking about playing or pulling out of Big Bash.”
However, she was forthright in saying she was not complaining about the volume of cricket. The number of games she has
played is the kind of schedule women cricketers have wanted for
years, she declared.

Said Mandhana: “I have been on the road for a while now.
Post the one-day World Cup, I have been on the road with the
domestic and the tournaments [the Sri Lanka tour, the Commonwealth Games, and the Women’s Hundred]. I just try to tell
myself that because of Covid-19 we haven’t really played a lot of
cricket, and we really hoped that we came back and start playing
cricket.”
Madhana said she was not “complaining that we have a lot of
cricket on the platter”.
She added, “As a woman player, we always wanted this sort of
schedule for us. I’m really happy to be playing so much cricket,
and I’ve had my family over, like my mom is over here, and she
was here for the Hundred as well. So that also helps to be in a
good mindset, and the team-mates have been just amazing. It
feels like we’re a family together.”
There is a packed cricketing schedule ahead for India. With
the new Future Tours Programme, which is a first of its kind for
women’s cricket, India will wrap up its series against England on
September 24, and head to Bangladesh for the Asia Cup from
October 1 to 16.
The WBBL starts in Australiaon October 13 and continues
until the end of November. India then host Australia for five
T20Is in December. January 2023 will see India in South Africa
for a T20I tri-series involving the hosts and West Indies. The
women’s T20 World Cup follows in February.

Mithali Raj

Bright future ahead for women in cricket says Raj

I

ntroduction of a women’s Indian Premier League will lead
to a “big time” change in women’s cricket in India and beyond, and the positive changes will only continue, former
India captain Mithali Raj told the BBC World News last month.
The women’s game continues to grow, and saw record attendances during The Hundred in August.
“With the Women’s IPL announced for [March 2023], clearly
things are going to change big time for women’s cricket,” she declared. Raj is India’s most decorated female cricketer.
“Now is the time for girls to take up the sport as a profession,
because it is viable and there is money involved, and now it’s
not in obscurity – there is so much attached to women’s cricket.
There are fame and glory, and with social media, everything is
amplified. Not many girls had a female role model in cricket until now.”
Raj played 12 Tests, 232 ODIs, and 89 T20s for India. The
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route into the women’s game is now clearer in India than when
she started playing in the early 1990s, she said.
“For my grandparents, it was difficult for them to process that
their grand daughter was getting into sport; and a sport which is
a rough sport,” Raj said.
She added, “None of my cousins are into sport, and I’m the
only one in the family who has chosen what was an unconventional profession for women to take up back in those days. My
first impression of cricket was that it was only meant for boys,
because the academy my brother was at was full of boys. I didn’t
see a single girl.”
One day her brother’s coach asked her to pick up a bat.
“I obviously impressed him, perhaps more than my brother
did, because the coach told my dad to invest his energy, time,
and money into turning his daughter into a cricketer – rather
than his son.”

Wednesday September 21, 2022
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Papua New Guinea vs Namibia, 6th Match,
Amini Park, Port Moresby, 10:00 AM
Thursday September 22, 2022
England tour of Pakistan, 2022
Pakistan vs England, 2nd T20I, National
Stadium, Karachi, 07:30 PM
Africa Cricket Association Cup 2022
TBC vs TBC, Final, Willowmoore Park, Benoni,
04:00 PM
Friday September 23, 2022
Australia tour of India, 2022
India vs Australia, 2nd T20I, Vidarbha Cricket
Association Stadium, Nagpur, 07:30 PM
Pakistan vs England, 3rd T20I, National
Stadium, Karachi, 07:30 PM
Sunday September 25, 2022
India vs Australia, 3rd T20I, Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium, Hyderabad, 07:30 PM
Pakistan vs England, 4th T20I, National
Stadium, Karachi, 07:30 PM
Wednesday September 28, 2022
South Africa tour of India, 2022
India vs South Africa, 1st T20I, Greenfield Int.,
Thiruvananthapuram, 07:30 PM
Pakistan vs England, 5th T20I, Gaddafi Stadium,
Lahore, 07:30 PM
Friday September 30, 2022
Pakistan vs England, 6th T20I, Gaddafi Stadium,
Lahore, 07:30 PM
Sunday October 2, 2022
India vs South Africa, 2nd T20I, Barsapara
Cricket Stadium, Guwahati, 07:30 PM
Pakistan vs England, 7th T20I, Gaddafi Stadium,
Lahore, 07:30 PM
Tuesday October 4, 2022
India vs South Africa, 3rd T20I, Holkar Cricket
Stadium, Indore, 07:30 PM
Wednesday October 5, 2022
West Indies tour of Australia, 2022
Australia vs West Indies, 1st T20I, Carrara Oval,
Queensland, 06:10 PM
Thursday October 6, 2022
India vs South Africa, 1st ODI, Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket
Stadium, Lucknow, 01:30 PM
Friday October 7, 2022
New Zealand T20I Tri-Series 2022
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 1st Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 3:00 PM
Australia vs West Indies, 2nd T20I, The Gabba,
Brisbane, 06:10 PM
Saturday October 8, 2022
New Zealand vs Pakistan, 2nd Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 07:00 PM
Sunday October 9, 2022
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 3rd Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 7:00 PM
South Africa tour of India, 2022
India vs South Africa, 2nd ODI, JSCA Int.
Stadium Complex, Ranchi, 1:30 PM
Australia vs England, 1st T20I, Perth Stadium,
Perth, 03:40 PM
Tuesday October 11, 2022
New Zealand vs Pakistan, 4th Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
India vs South Africa, 3rd ODI, Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi, 01:30 PM
Wednesday October 12, 2022
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 5th Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
Australia vs England, 2nd T20I, Manuka Oval,
Canberra, 06:40 PM
Thursday October 13, 2022
Pakistan vs Bangladesh, 6th Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
Friday October 14, 2022
TBC Final, Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
Australia vs England, 3rd T20I, Manuka Oval,
Canberra, 06:40 PM
Saturday October 15, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier B 2022
Indonesia vs South Korea, 1st Match, Sano Int.
Cricket Ground, Sano, Kanto, 09:30 AM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

SO

LD

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

Oshawa For Sale $824,900

FOR SALE HALIBURTON $619,999
Welcome to one of
highlands east, fully
renovated (2010)
three bedrooms allseason cottage with
one full washroom,
open concept
dining/kitchen, &
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps.
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing.
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

For Sale Toronto $999,999

$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke
CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

TAB

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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 eeton Village is a new townhouse Beeton Village
B
& single family home dev. by
Flato Developments Inc now in
pre-construction at 6491 8 Line,
New Tecumseth. It has a total of
135 units from 1620 to 3187 sq ft &
offers more than a quiet getaway:
a hometown feeling you have to
experience for yourself. All built
with a level of craftsmanship &
consistency that you’ve come to expect from FLATO®
Developments. Here, signature country living melds
seamlessly with carefully laid out floorplans to create
a community that is both sophisticated & convenient,
modern yet respectful of Beeton’s heritage.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

437-235-7599

Location! Location! Location!
Fully reno. 3+1 bdrms, 2 full
bthrm (+1 half bthrm) in family
friendly neighbourhood in the
lakeview area of Oshawa. Main
flr has: hardwood floors thruout, open concept w/upgraded
ktchn w/ large eat-in island,
granite countertops & all new S/S appls (2022). Open
concept lvngrm flows seamlessly to private backyard w/
deck. Bsmt has engineered laminated flooring thru-out, large
open concept lvng/rec. area, bdrm w/ private ensuite (2022),
sep. laundry area w/brand new washer & dryer (2022).
Upper flr has 3 large-sized bdrms w/full bath (2022), close
to all amenities; walking distance to schools, parks, trails &
shopping. Short drive to the beach. Don't miss opportunity to
own one of the few detached homes in this neighbourhood.
Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms
+ 1 full bathroom, large family
size eat-in kitchen, lower level
features 2 large bedrooms
with upgraded floors + 1
full bathroom. Side entrance
SOLD OVER
allows for great rental
potential. Basement has loads
ASKING
PRICE
of potential with rough-in for
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc,
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see!
Shows true pride of ownership!

For Sale

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

