CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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Canada’s iconic Niagara Falls lit up with the red, white, & black national colours
of Trinidad & Tobago on the night of August 31, when this nation’s diaspora held
celebrations in tandem with the homeland as it observed its 60th anniversary of
Independence. The landmark lighting was among other Diamond Jubilee events
that took place in Toronto last month in celebration of the culture, history, and
impact by the Trinidad & Tobago diaspora in Canada. Also among the series
of events were flag raising ceremonies, a cricket match, & a major party in
downtown Toronto that saw attendance of close to 20,000 participants over two
days. In photo above, Niagara Falls is resplendent with fireworks and Trinidad &
Tobago’s national colours. Photo by Kerry Duntin. See Page 5

• indocaribbeanworld.com

• indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com

Members of the Carpenters Union Local 27 was among thousands of plumbers,
electricians, painters, and many more workers from the construction industry who
took to Toronto’s streets on Monday to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Labour
Day. While on the march, the workers called for, among other things, collective
bargaining, safe worksites, & workplace diversity. In photo (left to right), getting
ready for the march at the intersection of Queen St & University Ave are Chris
Campbell, Vice President Carpenters Union Local 27 Toronto, & Director of Equity,
Diversity & Inclusion at the Carpenters' District Council of Ontario; Mark Lewis,
Chief of Staff, CDCO; Mulisius Joe; Jason Rowe, Canadian District Vice President
of the Carpenters’ Union; & Mike Yorke, President of the CDCO.

Indo Caribbean World marks its 40th year

a modicum of freedom and a breathing space, even as aliens, in lands foreign
A 40th Anniversary Message From The Publisher
ndo Caribbean World enters its 40th year of publication with this edition. to them.
There was a crying need for the Canadian community, and others, to be
In September 1983, we launched into the open seas with our first issue,
full of optimism, and an abiding hope of success, but not without some made aware of the encroaching darkness befalling an otherwise thriving and
unassuming people.
trepidation as to where the wayward
It was in this time when ICW was
currents might direct our course.
born, purporting to be a responsible
It was in the heat of the Forbes
media outlet on behalf of a community
Burnham dictatorship in Guyana,
that was literally under siege. And we
with rampant racism that saw open
have never since abdicated from this
assaults on innocent Indians, or anycommitment.
one opposed to the ruling PNC party,
Against great odds and a paucity of
mainly in Georgetown, but in some
resources, ICW plodded on, building its
other rural areas of the country.
base brick by brick, winning over writers
It was a time when “kick-down-theof calibre, attracting advertisers and supdoor” bandits operated with impunity,
porters who appreciated our mission,
and what appeared to be an unoffiand extending our readership from one
cial stamp of approval from those at
edition to the next.
the top; when reporting incidents of
Our staying power over four decades
crime would expose the victim to police
has been phenomenal, considering
harassment or worse, being thrown
that small businesses easily fall prey to
in the lock-ups; when essential food
the vicissitudes of economic ups-anditems were banned, and could only
Volume 1, Number 1: ICW’s first edition, September 14, 1983
downs. And in this scenario a commube obtained at PNC-controlled outlets,
ludicrously labeled “knowledge sharing institute”, leading to the dissipation of nity newspaper that is without an assured financial benefactor is several times
thousands of man-hours spent uselessly in the infamous “Guylines” for a pint more vulnerable to the machinations of the world of commerce.
Many who were in the media business at the time, and many others who
of oil, or a pound of flour.
It was a time when “paramountcy of the party” reigned unobstructed, and later threw their hats in the ring for easy profit, found out that this line of work
the PNC flag was even flown at the nation’s High Court, displacing the Golden demands endless dedication, a pinpoint focus on the mission at hand, and an
Arrowhead; when the news media was under the yoke of rapacious rulers who honesty of purpose.
Each edition of ICW over the years has been a testament of who we are as an
controlled in devious ways what the populace was allowed to know.
It was a time when Guyanese risked life and liberty to bail out of the country open, publicly-scrutinised document; every reader has been our potential judge
in droves, abandoning jobs, their life’s accumulations and their families to find
See Page 15: Still vibrant

I

E

Jamieson

S

Queen St.

West Lodge

W

Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
Close Ave

N

Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, BMO,
Canada, Empire, Equitable, Foresters,
Industrial Alliance, Manulife, RBC.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701
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House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$989,700

$869,700

Don’t Miss Out!

It’s a Masterpiece!

Spacious, solid and brick! This home is located on
a quiet street among custom-built homes. Features
hardwood floor under the carpet, newer windows,
roof and garage door! It’s a supersized split-level
with a huge crawl space for extra storage.

Come see this lovely home with a double car
garage w/internal access to w/o bsmt. Features
include 3 bdrms + den on the upper level, w/o
bsmt apt (easy to retrofit), and many more. Home
is nicely updated with modern front door, potlights,
Lorex security cameras, motion detection outside
lighting, and a new deck.

$899,000

O

Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!

S

Investor’s Dream

LD

$379,000

A Rare Find

Gorgeous semi-detached in fantastic Brampton
neighbourhood! Beautiful home boasts 4 bdrms!
Fall in love with the spacious open concept, finished
huge rec room in the basement & lovely laminate
thruout. Sit outside on the upstairs balcony from
convenience of your bedroom. Don’t wait!

$797,500

$950,000

Prime Location!

Legal Duplex!

Full legal duplex on lge lot w/ tall trees. Has 2 selfcontain. units w/2 furn., 2 hot wtr tanks, 2 laund.,
2 meters, 2 electrical panels, 2 sep garages w/
parking for 6 vehicles. Upper unit sprawls with tall
ceilings, lrge winds., 4 bdrms, 2 baths. 2nd unit
self-contained w/3 bdms, w/room & ext. lge winds.
Live in one, rent other: let other guy pay mortgage!

Impressive townhome located in a small fenced
area with visitor parking. This home has been
recently renovated with LED lights, sparkling
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
an updated kitchen & a finished basement. The
rear yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted & professionally cleaned. Move in ready!

Don’t miss out on amaz. home on spacious corner
lot. Main flr opn cncpt. design, quartz ktcn count.,
eng. hrdwd flrs & 9’ ceilings. Plush warm carpet on
upper fls & lam. in bsmt. App 4k sq ft finish. space.
Has impress. built porch w/ glass railings, accented
with double French drs & cust. built storage shed.
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Smart! Smooth! Spectacular!

S

S

O
LD

$1,419,500

$849,000
Investor’s Dream!
Don’t miss amazing opportunity! Raised bungalow
in a prime Toronto location boasts a w/in & w/out
basement! Can easily convert into legal 2 family
home. Features two impressively large kitchens,
open balcony off liv & din rooms, private b/yard &
spacious interior. Brimming with possibilities!
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DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

One Love Family Services presented another of its
ongoing Golden Series last month. It is a series of
events that started back in March 2022 with support
from New Horizons Seniors Grant. Its objective is
to extend outreach and community support in order
to improve the mental wellness of those among
us who are isolated; it also targets youths, and
fosters linkages where seniors inspire other seniors,
and youths. This ongoing community event takes
place each month at One Love Family Services’
Arrow Road location in North York. In its latest
event on August 27, special guest speakers were in
attendance to inspire youths with their story telling
and volunteerism; a delicious lunch was also served.
In photo above are participants who attended last
month’s event: from left are Amy, Racina, Sayer,
Doris, Albert, Christopher, Yelda, Stella, & Mark. In
photo at right are Zen, Yelda, & Ali.

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

GO rail’s weekend service resumes to Niagara

Niagara – The Ontario government is bringing back yearround weekend GO rail service between Union Station and
Niagara Falls. The service will include two round trips each
day, offering travellers a faster, more direct journey between
downtown Toronto and Canada’s top tourist destination, a government release stated.
“Niagara Falls is a world class tourist venue and draws
millions of visitors each year from all over the globe,” said
Premier Doug Ford. “Bringing
back GO service 365 days a
year will make it easier for
everyone to access this incredible destination, and will boost
local businesses all across this
region. Our government is getting it done for transit riders across the Greater Golden
Horseshoe.”
Beginning this fall, the province will reinstate weekend GO
train trips between Toronto’s
Union Station and Niagara
Doug Ford
Falls beyond the previous seasonal end date of October 15, 2022. Originally introduced in
2019, the weekend service was suspended due to unprecedented
drops in ridership during the Covid-19 pandemic.
“As ridership returns to pre-pandemic levels, our government
is boosting service to meet demand. GO service to Niagara will
unlock access to this key tourist destination and help build
Ontario’s economy,” said Caroline Mulroney, Ontario’s Minister
of Transportation.
“This service enhancement is another step towards our
government’s mandate of fighting gridlock by delivering more
frequent GO rail service across the Greater Golden Horseshoe,”
Mulroney declared.
Niagara weekend train trips will be equipped with special
bike coaches, enabling passengers to transport bicycles to
explore the 56-kilometre Niagara River corridor.
Said Neil Lumsden, Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport:
“Along with one of the world’s greatest natural wonders, Niagara
region is home to hundreds of tourist attractions that create
local jobs and support the economy, including historic sites,
waterparks and live theatre and music.”
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Lumsden added, “With more GO rail service from Toronto,
visitors and residents can easily plan a Niagara adventure and
experience the beauty and excitement of the area – all just a
short train ride away.”
Niagara Falls is one of Canada’s premier destinations, attracting more than 12 million visitors every year prior to Covid-19.
An economic driver for the province, its tourism industry supports close to 23,000 jobs in the region.
Said Sam Oosterhoff, MPP
for Niagara West: “Year-round
weekend GO rail service is
good news for local residents
in Niagara who have been
looking forward to expanded
transit options. Expanded rail
service in our region is key to
local economic development
and smart regional planning
as more and more people call
Niagara home. The expanded
service also provides more
opportunities for visitors from
Caroline Mulroney
across the province to visit
Niagara as a premier tourist destination.”
Reinstating year-round GO rail service to Niagara is an
important step to building Ontario’s economy and strengthening Niagara’s $1.8 billion tourism industry, the Ontario government release stated.
As Jim Diodat, Mayor of Niagara Falls noted, “No one wants
to sit in congested highway traffic and getting back on track
with more frequent GO Trains allows people to travel seamlessly between Niagara Falls and Toronto. A big thank you to
the Province of Ontario for ensuring this remains a priority.”
Diodat also noted, “We look forward to a regular GO schedule being re-established in the near future, which will change
the way that people can live and work between Niagara Falls
and the GTA. It will be life changing for people who commute,
and will go a long way to help revitalise our downtown core and
surrounding areas.”
According to the release, GO rail will become one of the
busiest railways in North America with over 200 million annual
riders by 2055 – allowing seamless access to new subways, LRTs,
and municipal transit systems.

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Now kids 5-11 eligible for Covid-19 booster
Toronto – The Ontario government last month expanded
eligibility for Covid-19 first booster doses to children aged five
to 11, the move aimed at providing an extra layer of protection
to those who need it in the new school year.
First booster doses became available on September 1. Parents
and caregivers of children aged five to 11 can book appointments
for a paediatric Covid-19 booster dose through the Covid-19
vaccination portal, or by calling the Provincial Vaccine Contact
Centre at 1-833-943-3900.
Eligible individuals can also
book an appointment directly
through public health units
that use their own booking
systems, Indigenous-led vaccination clinics, participating
health care providers, and participating pharmacies.
Eligible children can receive
their first booster dose at a
recommended interval of at
least six months following their
most recent dose.
Sylvia Jones
Parents with questions are
encouraged to reach out to their health care provider, the
Provincial Vaccine Contact Centre (1-833-943-3900), or the
SickKids Covid-19 Vaccine Consult Service to make an
informed choice for their family.
“Staying up to date on Covid-19 vaccinations and boosters
is still the best tool to keep people healthy and out of hospitals,
and to ensure Ontario’s economy stays open,” said Sylvia Jones,
Deputy Premier and Minister of Health.
She added, “Expanding access to boosters for ages five to
11 will give parents more opportunities to protect themselves,
their families, and their communities this fall as kids go back to
school, and as people are spending more time indoors.”
In anticipation of the approval of a bivalent Covid-19 vaccine,
which may offer more targeted protection against the Omicron
variants, the province is working with public health units and
sector partners to make sure doses are ready to be administered
once supply is received from the federal government.
Details on timing and eligibility for the bivalent Covid-19
vaccine will be communicated once Health Canada provides

4

additional information and guidance.
In addition to the many tools already in place to keep
Ontarians safe, on the recommendation of the Chief Medical
Officer of Health, Ontario is updating public health guidance to
manage Covid-19 during the respiratory illness season this fall.
Some key highlights include the following:
If you are in contact with someone who has tested positive
for Covid-19, continue to self- monitor for symptoms. There is
no longer a need to isolate, but
you should wear a mask for ten
days when in public.
If you are experiencing
symptoms of Covid-19 such
as fever, cough, or runny nose,
then stay home from school,
work, and social events until
your fever is gone, and symptoms are improving; get a rapid
antigen test; or, if eligible, a
PCR test.
Also, wear a mask for ten
days afterwards, and avoid
Kieran Moore
non-essential visits to highrisk individuals and settings.
“While we are updating our public health guidance, preventing Covid-19 and other infections is vital to keeping our families, schools and communities safe and healthy,” said Dr Kieran
Moore, Chief Medical Officer of Health.
He added, “I strongly encourage all Ontarians to take
advantage of vaccine and booster doses that are recommended
and available to them, which now includes the availability of
a booster dose for children aged five to 11. Ontarians are also
encouraged to protect one another by respecting public health
guidance, including staying home and taking precautions if you
are sick.”
With Omicron-specific vaccines on the horizon, expanded
booster eligibility, continued access to testing and antivirals,
and updated public health guidance, Ontarians have the tools
they need to make the best decisions for themselves on how to
stay safe, healthy, and out of hospitals, as the province continues
its efforts to support the recovery and rebuilding of the health
system.

Bhutila Karpoche

Peter Tabuns

NDP re-tables climate bill

Queen’s Park – Ontario NDP Leader Peter Tabuns and MPP
Bhutila Karpoche last month re-tabled a bill to require the
government to start preparing the province’s public health care
system for the impacts of the climate crisis, a release stated.
Under the bill, Ontario would establish a Climate Crisis and
Health Secretariat, initiate an action plan to address climate
change-related health impacts, reshape operations of the provincial government as a whole to cut emissions, and set up a
science advisory board to provide expert guidance.
“Climate change is not a future event, it’s happening right
now,” said Tabuns.
He also noted, “From the floods in Bracebridge, Windsor,
Sarnia, and Kenora to northern wildfires, tornadoes in Barrie
and Ottawa, and the storm that ripped through southeastern
Ontario in May – we are already seeing the climate crisis hurt
our communities and threaten our health. Sadly, the path we
are on predicts more wild weather events, and worsening air
and water quality.”
Karpoche said the climate crisis could also contribute to a
potential rise in new diseases, and mental health distress caused
by climate-related anxiety and displacement.
“The climate crisis is already impacting marginalised communities the most. And it’s horrifying to think of the price our
children and grandchildren could pay – we need to invest now
in preparing the health care system,” she declared.
Additionally, “New Democrats believe in science, and we
know there is still time to avert the worst of the climate crisis if
governments act. So not only are we going to advocate for the
health care system to prepare for the impacts of climate change,
we’re also going to continue to push hard for action to tackle the
climate crisis.”
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CANADA: T&T’s 60TH ANNIVERSARY

Toronto events mark diaspora’s celebration of T&T’s Diamond Jubilee

T

he Trinidad and Tobago-Canadian
diaspora held a series of events
late last month in tandem with the
homeland’s celebration of its Diamond
Jubilee that marked its 60th anniversary as an
Independent nation.
The events celebrated the culture, history,
and impact of the Trinidad and Tobago
diaspora in Canada. Among the events
were the raising of Trinidad and Tobago’s
flag in Mississauga and Ajax; a celebratory
cricket match between Trinidad and Tobago
and Jamaica (which also marked its 60th
Independence anniversary last month), and
the lighting of two iconic monuments, the
CN Tower, & Niagara Falls, with the national
colours of red, white, & black.
And in what was yet another signature
event, just under 20,000 Trinidad and Tobago
nationals turned out on August 27-28 for the
inaugural Trinbago Toronto festival, which

took place at Yonge & Dundas Square.
The two-day event featured calypso,
steelpan, tassa drumming, dance, Carnival
masquerades, moko jumbies, and popular DJs;
also in attendance were iconic Toronto food
vendors.
The celebratory 60th anniversary event
here in the diaspora took place through the
auspices of the Trinidad & Tobago Consulate
General in Toronto, with participation by
the Trinidad and Tobago 50 Plus and Seniors
Association, the Trinidad and Tobago
Association of Ontario, the Trinidad and
Tobago Heritage Group, and Palo Seco
Innovations, along with many volunteers.
In photos, happy and fun-loving Trinidad
& Tobago nationals, mostly dressed in
patriotic colours, enjoy the warm summer
weather, and the upbeat, festive tempo, during
the Trinbago Toronto festival last month at
Yonge & Dundas Square.

Trinidad & Tobago’s Acting Consul General in Toronto, Tracey RamsubaghMannette (left), with a happy & flamboyantly dressed Trini at the Yonge &
Dundas Square event. All photos by Russell Lutchman

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3
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Editorials

P

T&T’s diaspora

erhaps Trinidad and Tobago’s frontline leadership,
in enumerating the contributions by nationals to
60 years of nation-building, should have also cited
the good work being done abroad by its patriotic diaspora.
Late last month, Trinidad and Tobago celebrated its Diamond Jubilee, namely its 60th anniversary of
Independence. As its Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
noted in his August 31 message, the country has made
great strides, and despite current challenges, can continue
to develop if its nationals stay the course.
Rowley also noted that Trinidad and Tobago had produced great individuals in sports, arts, and entertainment.
Also, that many individuals in governance roles had lifted
the country into industrialised status.
As he declared, “Look across the globe, let us place ourselves on the world canvas. We are a world-class achievement! Colonialism is gone, a nation was born, and we are
called upon to keep building it.”
To riff off Rowley’s message regarding cohesive commitment by its nationals to nation-building, a similar effort is
noticeable in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area that
sees groups and countless individuals pulling together to
lift up Trinidad and Tobago abroad.
In fact, Diamond Jubilee celebrations saw many events
in diasporic locations abroad. Notably, in Canada, our
GTHA hummed with many celebratory activities that saw
enthusiastic and patriotic attendance by thousands of participants from the Trinidad and Tobago diaspora.
Working together to coordinate what turned out to be
a series of successful events were the Consulate General of
Trinidad and Tobago in Toronto, the Trinidad and Tobago
50 Plus and Seniors Association, the Trinidad and Tobago
Association of Ontario, the Trinidad and Tobago Heritage
Group, and Palo Seco Innovations.
We commend the good work being done in Toronto
by the Consulate General, and its Acting Consul General,
Tracey Ramsubagh-Mannette; also, gratitude must be
extended to the countless individuals who supported and
donated time and expertise that saw, among many other
things, Canadian iconic landmarks as the CN Tower and
Niagara Falls lit up in red, white, and black.
As Ramsubagh-Mannette noted earlier, the celebrations
took its “inspiration from our diaspora, and the many areas
in which they have distinguished themselves... cuisine,
sport, film, the creative and performing arts...”; also, “The
message we are hoping to convey is that we are grateful
to you, proud of you, and recognise you as Trinidad and
Tobago’s truest Ambassadors and best advocates.”
Indeed, the diaspora is heeding the call noted by Rowley,
and is similarly uplifting Trinidad and Tobago abroad.

T

CGCC’s gala

he Canada Guyana Chamber of Commerce
deserves our fullest support as it hosts a signature
networking event in Markham on September 24.
In what is a celebration of the group’s second anniversary, the upcoming gala will bring together in one room
businesses, investors, and individuals in Canada that are
looking to participate in Guyana’s now-burgeoning economic and social development.
Noting confluence and synergies between Guyana and
Canada, one of its directors, Fareed Amin, has indicated
that now is a propitious time for groups as the CGCC to
promote opportunities back in the homeland.
As Amin further noted, Guyana is fast growing, not
only in oil and gas, but in mining, agriculture, and in many
other industries. Also, that the CGCC’s extensive and
varied membership has access to a wide network of entrepreneurs and decision-makers ready to create and facilitate
opportunities for potential investors interested in Guyana.
Additionally, the CGCC’s legitimacy is endorsed by both
Ottawa and Georgetown. The gala event itself will see the
keynote address delivered by one of Guyana’s senior minister Dr Ashni Singh, an indicator by this government of
its commitment to investors, and rebuilding the homeland.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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GAS

wenty-one years ago this month NYC’s World Trade
Centre was destroyed by human bombs launched
allegedly by Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda to avenge
American devastation of Afghanistan. Was this terrible method
chosen to give Americans a taste of what Afghans had suffered
from American bombardment? As if Americans wanted to shed
excess inventory? As they did to Laos – the world’s
most heavily-bombed nation – and Cambodia?
Or did Osama want to protest Zionists’ seizure of
Palestine and rejection of UN resolutions?
Many know the sordid history of white conquest of non-white countries. In the last 400 years,
Europe invaded and overpowered nations globally, insulating
themselves behind huge cannons, oppressive laws, cruelty,
enslavement of the conquered, and walls of thick white skin,
while looting victims’ valuables, reducing numerous onceprosperous nations to penury, and enriching a few local puppets.
By segregation, torture, and arrogance, they forced Christian
conversion of millions.
Yet Europeans, and Americans, their offshoot, remained restless and quarrelsome. After two world wars, the US emerged by
1950 the supreme Western despot, which started a Cold War
against its foil, the USSR, since both were nuclear-armed, and
couldn’t risk a hot one, which was undoubtedly MAD (mutually
assured destruction)! But the US had become the most powerful
nation globally, dictating the economy and finances of the rest.
Its corporations grew apace, bought governments until they
owned the presidency few decades later, as Ronald Reagan met
their criteria. In the 1980s, Reagan and UK’s Margaret Thatcher,
both far-right hawks, rose to lead America and Britain respectively, coinciding with the rise of Mikhail Gorbachev, the last
President of the USSR (1985-1991); his principles of perestroika
(restructuring) and glasnost (openness), economic stagnation,
and the rise of Boris Yeltsin led to the collapse of the USSR, and
the American monopoly. (Last week the world mourned the
passing of Mikhail Gorbachev, who died revered in the West, but
neglected by his countrymen).
The US had long enriched itself through the seizure of
key assets of small and/or weak nations by one or more US
Corporations, for example, Venezuelan oil by Esso, Shell and
others; Chile’s copper by AT&T; Hawaii by Dole; BG’s manganese by Montana’s African Manganese Co.; Iran, Iraq, and
Persian Gulf Oil by several US oil giants; Jamaican Bauxite by

Alcoa; Central American bananas by United Fruit Co.
Soon, the US gained control of Europe, save the Russian
Federation, with which it immediately began a second Cold War,
flaunting its gods: greed, aggression and self-absorption (GAS).
This mentality underpins the proprietary attitude of
Americans to world assets, which they access with impunity and
by diktat, especially if the owners are non-white.
Support and loyalty to them are assured by control
Mohan
of the media, a monopoly, which shamelessly supRagbeer presses criticism, overlooks US high-handedness,
as effectively as the Communists had in the USSR.
The Army and CIA ensure compliance from all.
At their corporations’ behest, America will invade countries,
topple local governments, seize assets, and install puppetdictators, fed with money and arms. Thus, the Middle East was
milked for its oil for over a century. When nations sought to
manage their affairs, without US approval, they were invaded,
like Iraq, or bombed, like SE Asia, the Balkans, and Libya, or
sanctioned, like Iran. Inhabitants of Diego Garcia were expelled
to give America an Indian Ocean base. Who can curb such
actions? Or protect small countries from US greed when they
find an asset to improve them economically. This was Osama
bin Laden’s mission, that cost the US property and lives.
The latest US/CIA target is Guyana, a re-acquaintance, an old
CIA proving ground, which they reduced to penury and de-population after supporting Independence under Forbes Burnham,
whom they enriched; they saw the growth of corruption. Now
the discovery of substantial fields of oil promises economic relief
and gives the leaders a chance to shed corruption; the take is
large enough to satisfy their avarice and spend the rest on development projects, diversification of Guyana’s economic base:
infrastructure, agriculture and industry. The tiny population of
800,000 makes sharing a no-brainer, but vulnerable to predators.
Guyana is an anchovy in the same waters as the barracuda US.
Who will bell this cat?
How does one protest the excesses and brutality of modern
American greed? One effort: Years ago, Indian pharmaceutical
firm Cipla manufactured and distributed anti-AIDS medicines
to Africa and Médecins sans Frontières for $350 per-year instead
of $15,000 charged by US companies; these accused Indians of
violating US patents, but were shamed into complying. They are
probably the same ones who stole many Indian products including herbal medicines. How greedy can you get!

Early lessons on why to not leave a grocery list behind

T

here was a time in my early adult life during a trip to
the grocery store, when almost past the halfway mark in
the journey, what was small trickle of apprehension and
foreboding quickly grew into surging waves of insecurity.
It is comparable to, but perhaps more pronounced, than that
nagging prod of insecurity, the tingle from minute sparks gapping across a synapse, which one
Romeo
feels when, having just left the house, a demonKaseram
induced doubt begins asserting itself as the tiniest
of pinpricks: namely, ‘Did I remember to turn off
the stove?”
But in my case, it was not the self-doubt most of us feel
about check-marking that household danger-zones are disabled
prior to exiting the front door, such as a burner on the stove
inadvertently left on; or a clothes iron remaining plugged-in; or
ensuring the kettle was not left to boil itself down, and to subsequently tumble as the first in a cascade of flaming dominoes.
In fact, what always jarred my tenuous equanimity during
those trips to the grocery, notable now in hindsight for the
fragility of our modern-day juggling of too many items simultaneously, was the simplest of items. It was one that I mostly
left behind in the haste of exiting the house, typically on the
kitchen table, as a scrap of paper, on which was penciled with
the mostly-untranslatable hieroglyphics that still pass today as
my Sunday-best penmanship: the venerable grocery list.
“Whether you brought the grocery list or not, it does not
make a difference,” an irate spouse would say, as I turned out a
veritable blue-bin-full of receipts from pockets, many crumpled
and dog-eared, others shredded and dreamily descending like
snow: hard evidence of purchases that was obviously chronological; and, for its span that was notable from the layers of
acquisition, perhaps perversely archeological for its hoarding.
And accompanying the tap! tap! tap! that was the sole-worn,
spousal dance-steps of resigned impatience, “Well, it doesn’t
really make a difference whether you remembered to bring the
grocery list or not; with your doctor’s scribbling, we would have
ended up getting only aspirins anyway!”
After all of this, it is not far-fetched today for me to lean
towards the conclusion that forgetfulness, that mischievous sibling to Murphy’s Law, resides one floor below amnesia; and that
this relative, understandably, is at times unable to find its way
home, and so is doomed to roam the earth, bringing grief with
left-behind grocery lists to hapless souls such as my good self.

But not my grandmother; perhaps later, much later in life
when she finally began acknowledging that her organic machinery was winding down from its lifetime of tick! tock! tick! tock!;
or rather, given the hectic pace at which her hands of time spun
around in the circle of her days: tickety! tock! tickety! tock!
But up to the arrival of the inexorable end of
her days, Ma held on feistily, and defiantly, to her
cognitive centre – her memory, perspicacity, and
an admirable, healthy focus on details, particularly on how her hard-earned wages were spent.
Among my early memories are accompanying
her to do what then was the equivalent of grocery shopping for
the household, which she did every second week of the month.
It seemed back then that the lives of everyone else around us
traveled in a similar two-week orbit; and that there was a discernible perking up of moods in a growing wave of anticipation
whenever the Friday that ended the second week of each month
finally rose alongside the smiling sun out of the too-distant east.
Ma would say, “Fortnight reach! I have to go to the shop to get
a few provisions.” She meant payday had finally arrived, which
was when field workers received their meagre pay packets.
We left home with Ma’s orhini knotted as tight as the lock
on a vault. Deposited hermetically within the double-knot, and
likely protected with a spell, were small sums for judicious, and
at times, reluctant withdrawals for purchases of her “provisions”.
It seemed my grandmother did not part with her money
without a tectonic, internal struggle; and to my young gaze that
penetrated through the creeping web of wrinkles on her brow,
that perhaps two large armies were engaged in deadly combat
behind the growing cloudiness in her eyes over each penny that
was extracted from the suffocating knot in her orhini.
Perhaps it was this precarity of living on the edge that gave
her the edge to constantly remain attentive with her careful
acquisition of “provisions”, being vigilant about her fortnightly
expenditure, and rigorously assaying each purchased item.
I recall her hawkish eyes glued to the shopkeeper trundling
among large bags stacked on each other, bulging and somnolent
like over-fed animals, the air musty with a fermented rice smell,
and tinged with the faint taste of molasses and brown sugar.
“Keep your eyes on his thumb by the scales,” she hissed softly,
as she doubled-down on her double-checking, check-marking
her internal grocery list against items that were frugally stacked
in our capacious, but always half-filled, wicker-woven basket.
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Why Indo-Guyanese still sing, play, & enjoy Indian music
Dear Editor,
I have been asked why do Indo-Guyanese still sing,
play, enjoy Indian music, and its attendant cultural
traditions almost 180 years after they were brought to
Guyana.
I provide a very abbreviated explanation hereunder.
Most Indo-Guyanese came from the Bhojpuri region
of India, where the local Bhojpuri culture of music,
songs, and dances played a seminal role in everyday
life. Despised by the Creoles and the “massas” for their
“alien” ways, these arrivals soon formed almost hermetically sealed, self-sustaining, cultural enclaves on
the sugar plantations.
Here is the view of these early immigrants by the late
author, V. S. Naipaul: “It was less an uprooting than it
appears. With their blinkered view of the world, they
were able to recreate eastern Uttar Pradesh, or Bihar,
wherever they went. They had been able to ignore the
vastness of India, so now they ignored the strangeness
in which they had been set.”
Out of the pain of angst, loneliness, and nostalgia for
beloved ones left behind, they re-created pieces of India
in the West Indies.
It was the Bhojpuri region’s folk-music culture that would
make up the core of the legacy brought to the Caribbean.
The imported Bhojpuri music culture was typically a simple
rural folk-song genre, but it was heavily oral-narrative based. Its
widespread use – even today – was of the dholak and dhantal, in
addition to the fact that great emphasis was placed on Bhojpuri
words/lyrics to these early performances (contrastingly, the
meaning and words of Indo-Guyanese Indian singing today is
almost irrelevant!).
Religious practices soon became a standardised set of devotional forms, later coalescing into formal associations. There
was a more focused bhakti (devotion) type of worship, rather
than rituals. In this new cultural crucible, song sessions created
a dynamic where caste hierarchies were gradually cast off, infus-

Keep the faith, rally
around West Indies

Dear Editor,
What if I told you that the WI beat three-time World Cup
finalists and the current No 1 ranked ODI team in the world,
New Zealand? That is the first ODI, right; and yes, we lost the
series. You see how easy it is to fool the masses with statistics?
West Indies won the Test and T20I leg against Bangladesh,
also the ODI series against the Netherlands, yet nobody bothered to celebrate that. In January, Pooran as captain won a T20I
series against Australia 4-1.
I am proud of the team after the ODI series. The first and
second ODIs were fine margins, they could have swung either
way. That is where West Indies want to be. Putting the opposition to the sword, challenging, and competing. There is a way to
lose. When West Indies go down, they go down fighting: that is
all we can ask for as fans.
I would rather the players make all the mistakes now, than
go to the World Cup and embarrass themselves. It is sickening
to listen to rotten apples, personalities in the media, and fellow
fans continue to abuse West Indies, rather than constructively
criticise. How else should the boys get experience?
Those from the era of black and white TV are griping on
and on about Brian Lara, Viv Richards, Sobers and Weekes, and
longing for the return of the glory days. Give the current players
a chance, support the team, let this generation across all formats
gel and forge their own dynasty.
Trust the process and believe in the youth project. That is
the winning formula – to believe. I believe in the West Indies.
I believe in captain Nicholas Pooran. I believe in Shai Hope,
Brandon King, Brandon Hosein, Alzarri Joseph – all of them.
West Indies are always a threat when the underdog. You
could see it on their faces, they want to win, they want to compete, they want to bring glory to the region.
Cricket West Indies and the backroom staff have been working tremendously hard to groom a core of players for the Test
and limited overs formats, where players compete for places,
earn their selection, and earn their contracts. Players who want
to fulfil their childhood dream and have the West Indies at
heart. Not pick and choose only when World Cup season comes
around, or bending over backwards to has-beens who want a
coaching stint and free ticket up the islands.
The CPL tournament is perfect timing for finalising the
squad to go to the World Cup. Immense support from the fans
and conditioning in the T20 format would bring Pooran and
company great dividends. Rally round West Indies, win lose or
draw.
Kendell Karan, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
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ing an egalitarian spirit.
To a considerable extent, traditional family structures, religious practices, and expressive cultural forms were re-created
in ethnically homogeneous Indian communities. Even today,
we are familiar with the various Bhojpuri genres – discussed
below – that were imported, but morphed and coalesced into
something uniquely Guyanese.
• The Birha (genre) was one of the most popular to be
“imported”. It consisted of a long narrative text set to a simple,
repetitive melody, and sung by a solo male singer with accompaniment on the nagara drum pair. Both birha and the nagara are
associated with wedding songs. Lamentations for loved ones left
behind became standard lyrical fares set to the birha.
• The Sohars genre is associated with childbirth, and is usually sung only by the handful of grandmothers and “aunties”
who are able to recall texts. Often, such songs can be performed
collectively only with the help of a hired lead singer.
• Nirgun bhajans, which are funeral songs.
• Songs associated with the Phagwah or Holi festival, such
as the chowtal songs performed by two groups of men. Singing

groups, called chowtal groups, became widespread.
• Religious songs. Particularly prominent in this
category are the various forms of bhajans, or Hindu
devotional songs, which may be sung collectively, or
in some cases by a solo singer, at temple services, and
other functions. (The term kirtan is generally used
more or less synonymously with bhajan.)
• Ramayana gols. Verses from the Ramayana are
also traditionally chanted by male choruses in a vigorous “give-and-take” style that is similar to chowtal.
These genres persisted, and were maintained (and
perhaps defended) by the cultural and religious structures that gradually solidified over the decades in the
secluded and culturally isolated confines of the sugar
plantations.
For example, key festivals such as Diwali and Phagwa
supplanted older “lesser ones” and became prominent;
and domestic events like bhagvats (nine-day ritual sessions), pujas (formal prayer sessions), and neighbourhood song sessions called satsangs became prevalent.
Today, although the aforementioned genre has slowly disappeared (but counter-intuitively and fortunately,
has sprung up in Guyanese/Trinidad and Tobago
immigrant communities in cosmopolitan New York, Toronto,
and London), they have given way to Bollywood music and the
locally Indo-Caribbean derived chutney-soca.
But the singing and performance of bhajans, Bollywood
geets, and ghazals still enjoy privileged status at concerts and
Mandirs wherever Indo-Guyanese reside. Virtuoso drummers,
like my close friend “Biscuit”, are still prevalent.
Amidst the deculturating effects of the slave plantations, and
the larger colonial environment, we have managed to recreate those old strands to weave an almost new repertoire and
adjusted forms of the Bhojpuri compositions.
Naipaul says, “The Indians endured and prospered. The
India they re-created was allowed to survive. It was an India in
which a revolution had occurred. It was an India in isolation,
unsupported; an India without caste or the overwhelming pressures toward caste. The effort had a meaning, and soon India
could be seen to be no more than a habit, a self-imposed psychological restraint, wearing thinner with the years.”
Dev Persaud, Guyana, via email.

At 60, T&T must decide on how to move forward

I observe a declining morality in my country. A level of self
Dear Editor,
I am a proud national of Trinidad and Tobago. I am proud before country that manifests in rule-breaking and corruption.
of our warm spirit, hospitality, and generosity. Our musical cul- It will lead us to our decline.
ture: steelpan, calypso, soca, rapso, chutney. Our food – the list
Too many of us are no longer disciplined in our approach,
is too long to itemise. Our storytelling. Our folklore. Our dance. productive in our demeanour, nor tolerant of our fellow
countrymen and women. “Together we aspire,
Our academic and creative talent often surpass
together we achieve.” Are we truly together as
our shores, shining brightly in foreign lands.
For a small country we have done well.
a nation 60 years later? What do we hope to
I have travelled to over 40 countries and
achieve going forward? Do we have a vision for
Trinidad and Tobago is by far number one on
our country?
We turned 60 on August 31, and we celthe list.
ebrated. We have achieved much, and should
As the calypsonian Denyse Plummer rightly
said, “Forget New York and de old talk”.
be proud of this. We surely punch above our
weight as a small country – a tiny dot in the
In one of his early addresses as prime minister, Dr Eric Williams remarked that the future
Atlantic Ocean-Caribbean Sea. But we should
also reflect. We should reflect on where we did
of our nation is in the school bags of our children. I see myself as a product of this vision.
not do so well, how we can do better, and where
Dr Eric Williams
exactly we want to go as a society.
From primary school in Morvant to PhD from
When our children celebrate 80, 90, 100 years of
the University of Oxford, all at the expense of the government.
Thank you, taxpayers.
Independence, what will they be able to look back on? It is our
So yes, I am a proud national. And I am a grateful national. responsibility to decide this now – for the love of our country.
But I am a sad national.
Jamelia Harris, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Thoughts on impasse with T&T govt & scrap iron sector
Dear Editor,
I make three observations about the impasse between the
government of Trinidad and Tobago and members of the scrap
iron sector.
Firstly, members cannot claim to be law-abiding in one
breath, and threaten law-breaking behaviour in the next. It is a
contradiction, and represents a complete failure of their understanding of what is right, wrong, and unlawful.
A life of crime should never be touted as an alternative to
one’s current way of life – even in the worst of circumstances.
But to insinuate that increases in larceny and other crimes are
an expected and acceptable response to the government’s plans
to regulate the industry are not only illogical, but counterintuitive as well.
Secondly, Attorney General Reginald Armour is on record
for stating that even though the proposed ban is for six months,
he and his team would be working diligently to bring the proposed legislation to Parliament far in advance of that deadline.
Therefore, it serves no good purpose to threaten to bring
legal action against the government at this time. Especially since

any such action would no doubt delay the haste with which the
AG’s office can deliver on his promise.
Are the workers and owners of the scrap iron sector prepared
to take legal action, knowing that in doing so they may keep
themselves on the breadline for six, nine, or even 12 months?
Lastly, over the years too many people have been victims of
the activities of purported members of the scrap iron sector for
there to be any great outpouring of support for their cause. So
please spare us the added inconvenience and expense of blockades and protests.
We do not support them when they break the law, when
copper cables are cut, stolen and sold; and we certainly do not
condone it when they burn tyres, deface public property, and
disrupt traffic.
This disruption could have been long avoided, had the illegal
side of business been dealt with years ago (as it was in Jamaica
and Guyana). Instead, the adage, that in the absence of selfregulation, then legislate rings true. And the blame lies squarely
on the people in the scrap iron industry.
G. Elias, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
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List of positives about living in T&T
Dear Editor,
As I reflected on Trinidad and Tobago’s 60th
anniversary of Independence, I found that
despite the deluge of misery that we endure,
there were several occurrences to be appreciated.
Firstly, I have been seeing videos taken at the
Caroni Swamp, and I found to my satisfaction
that the flocks of Scarlet Ibises are increasing.
No, they have not reached the numbers of the
1960s, but there
are many more
than some years
ago when I sat
all afternoon in a
boat and counted
only five of these
vermillion beauties.
I also appreciate the improvements in global
Scarlet Ibises in flight
digital communications that allow low-cost interactions in real
time.
Previously our writers, such as V. S. Naipaul
and Samuel Selvon, had to migrate in order to
advance in their profession and to get recognition. This meant that they were often unaware
of gradual cultural shifts taking place at home.
Online searches have revolutionised research,
but users must be able to detect reliable sites.
I may be premature, but I also sense the
awakening of a sense of Caribbean unity, particularly in the southern Caribbean. Insularity
continues to exist, but I expect with maturity
these primal urges will be removed, and we can
learn to move forward as one people.
I am also sensing a greater appreciation for
visual arts, particularly art produced here in
Trinidad and Tobago. This has been very long
in coming, and the population must recognise

the importance of art for the maintenance and
enrichment of a society.
I expect that the reluctance by some in certain sections of the business sector to acquire
local art will fade away.
Although I often endure the cramped conditions of the Chaguanas Health Centre, where
there is no parking, I have on many occasions
seen actions by dedicated staff that convince me
that the quality of healthcare has improved. I
am certain political foolishness
restricts even better healthcare.
For example,
about ten years
ago vendors were
located in the
area ceded by the
DeVerteuil estate
many, many years
ago for a health
at the Caroni Swamp
centre. There is a
parking facility nearby, and the area is wellserved by public transport.
In my opinion, this remains the best site for
a new health centre in Chaguanas.
However, it seems that rented premises find
favour with those who have no idea of the suffering endured by the aged and infirm in the
country. The well-connected people enjoy a
privileged place in Trinidad and Tobago.
I wish that my list of positive achievements
could have included increased critical thinking, political maturity, patriotism, harmonious
living, civilised policing, together with lawful
and disciplined behaviour. For the time being
this remains wishful thinking.
However, I am thankful for the few small
blessings mentioned above.
David Subran, Trinidad and Tobago, via
email.

‘Clockwise’ from top left, ‘ghost clocks’ at Queen’s Park, the Industrial Court in
Port-of-Spain, & at the UWI, St Augustine

Time to wind up T&T’s ghost clocks?
Dear Editor,
Many older Trinidad and Tobago nationals
might remember ‘the Stephen’s clock’, which
is located on the east side of Frederick Street
in Port-of-Spain, in front of what was then
Stephens & Todd.
Architects of that generation were keen to
place clocks on their buildings, until it dawned
on them that many clocks had stopped, or were
not telling the correct time, either because there
were no clock ‘fixers’, or they were improperly
installed.
Port-of-Spain’s landscape today is littered
with several elegant ‘ghost clocks’, abandoned
by owners without resources, or the interest, to
replace outdated clock mechanisms.
We have the four-sided John Donaldson
clock tower on Wrightson Road, which is probably the most prominent public ghost clock,
abandoned more than ten years ago, but not

Lineup at the Cheddi Jagan International Airport

Give parents, kids priority at Guyana airport
Dear Editor,
I arrived at the Cheddi Jagan International
Airport at about 11:40 pm on the night of
August 17 after a tiring traveling session for
adults and children from Jamaica. In transit in
Trinidad and arriving home in Guyana was a
painful experience for children at the immigration clearing facility.
It is known throughout the world that on
boarding aircraft, babies, and small children
along with their parents are given priority, and
rightfully so. To be fair, Guyana, like other
countries, caters to persons in wheelchairs but
not to babies at its immigration facilities. This
is from my regular travels and observation.
On the August 17 we departed Jamaica at
about 4:00 p.m. and were in transit in Trinidad
for quite a while. We then boarded Caribbean
Airlines to Guyana, by which time adults,
babies, and small children were burnt out.
Before us was the arrival of a JetBlue aircraft,
and with this, several passengers who also had
babies and small children who were crying.
I spoke to a female Officer in charge, she
expressed that she could not make that decision to give babies priority, and pointed out a
gentleman with whom I then spoke about the
matter.
The gentleman said it was a decision to
be made at the discretion of the Immigration
Officers themselves. I then asked to speak with

the Immigration Officer in the cubicle, but was
told I could not.
I was then directed to seek assistance at the
foreign nationals’ line, as JetBlue passengers
had already occupied the Caricom National
Section.
I recall when the Cricket World Cup took
place in Guyana, our Immigration Officers
were trained to process people within three to
five minutes.
I recommend that such momentum be
maintained in processing arrivals.
I also recommend where wheelchair passengers receive priority to clear immigration that
families with young children and babies receive
the same courtesy.
Children get agitated and scared, they could
develop anxiety, which may cause them to cry
and scream, as was the case on August 17 when
I was traveling.
It is my hope and prayer that the relevant
authorities give thoughtful consideration to
implementing a system to assist parents with
young children.
It would make the process easier and
smoother for parents with accompanying children to clear the immigration facility at the
Cheddi Jagan Internatinoal Airport without
causing additional stress to the young ones.
Hajji Dr Roshan Khan Snr, Guyana, via
email.
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yet buried by the University of Trinidad and
Tobago.
There is the Oval clock (Queen’s Park
Cricket Club), which has been on life support for two or three years; club authorities
removed the hands to avoid embarrassment
during a cricket tournament. The Oval clock
was installed about ten years ago, but with no
access for annual maintenance.
The seven-foot Industrial Court clock is
on St Vincent Street, and has been useless to
the public ever since former Prime Minister
Basdeo Panday cut the ribbon in 1997, because
there is no access for clock maintenance.
There is also the UWI campus clock in St
Augustine, which has been useless for most
of 50 years, and ignored by students and staff,
because of thoughtless installation.
Michael Jay Williams, Trinidad & Tobago,
via email.

GUYANA

Diversifying Guyana’s non-oil economy tough without a strategy

A

s Guyana strives to diversify its rapidly growing oil-based economy, the
government has embarked on an ad
hoc spending spree, without adherence to a
national development or strategic plan.
Using revenues from oil, in combination
with a 21 percent increase
in publicly guaranteed debt
last year, the government
has allocated billions of
dollars to projects that are
deemed to be transformational in nature, including
energy expansion and diversification, transportation infrastructure, and
sea and river defence.
As well, the government also plans to use
oil revenues to finance investments in mining,
tourism, agriculture, health care, education,
and social services.
The ultimate goal is to prevent the country
from enduring the so-called Dutch disease,
whereby a resource boom leads to economic
imbalances in the country, created by an overdependence on oil, and a subsequent decline in
other sectors.
The truth is oil is a depletable resource that
will not last forever. It is
also subject to the uncertainties of international
pricing and demand/supply arrangements. It is
therefore necessary to
strategically develop traditional “core” sectors of the
economy such as agriculture, forestry, fishing, and
mining, which will likely
survive oil over the long
run.
For instance, agriculture
sustains the livelihoods of
about one-third of the population, and also provides
much needed food security
in the current environment
of rising prices and global
food shortages, as well as
for future needs.
To put the failure to
diversify around oil in
perspective, it is useful to
draw on the recent experiences of two neighbouring economies, Trinidad
& Tobago and Venezuela.
Declining oil production
in the wake of low world
market prices up until last
year left both countries in
dire straits, creating massive shortages of foreign
currency necessary to buy
basic goods and to sustain

their economies.
Perhaps, it is still too early pass judgement,
but the trend in production in core sectors of
the economy such as agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining does not in any way reflect the
benefits of efforts to diversify the economy.
Moreover, the historical pattern of fluctuating
to declining production
Dwarka
in these sectors must be
Lakhan
reversed if diversification
is to have any meaningful
impact.
As Table 1 shows, there
has been a surge in the year-over-year (YOY)
change in total GDP growth in 2020, the year
in which oil revenues began flowing. In 2021,
the percentage change in YOY GDP growth
over 2020 was 53.58 percent. The average total
GDP growth for the 2012-2021 period was 9.6
percent.
Comparatively, the YOY change in total
non-oil GDP growth in 2021 was 18.7 percent.
However, this change is largely due to coming
off a year of negative growth of 9.4 percent in
2020 (see Table 2), primarily due to the slowdown caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. The

attention, with the latest being a group African
investors who held meeting with the government on Monday.
The African delegation met with President
Dr Irfaan Ali and the Cabinet, and was led by
Benedict Peters, founder and CEO of Nigeria’s
largest oil production firm Aiteo Group.
The meeting was held at State House, and
featured a number of ministers from the
Guyana government.
As the Guyana media reported, number of
investment opportunities were discussed during the meeting.
According to a statement from the Office
of the President, the discussions “centred on
business opportunities in Guyana in agriculture, with a focus on sugar, rice, and aquaculture; natural resources, specifically in mining,
onshore exploration, and a refinery; and housing development”.
Attending the meeting with Ali were Senior

Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
Minister Hugh Todd, and Agriculture Minister
Zulfikar Mustapha.
Housing and Water Minister Collin
Croal, Public Works Minister Juan Edghill,
Natural Resources Minister Vickram Bharrat,
and Director of Projects at the Office of the
President, Marcia Nadir-Sharma, were also
present.
Aiteo is Nigeria’s largest oil company and
one of Africa’s fastest-growing energy leaders.
Its headquarters are located in Lagos, Nigeria,
with offices in Abuja, Port Harcourt, Warri,
London, and in Geneva.
It operates in the Niger Delta basin in
West Africa’s offshore fields, and in the Benue
Trough. Among its areas of expertise is exploration and production, bulk petroleum storage, refining of petroleum products, trading,
marketing and supply, power generation and
distribution.

average non-oil GDP growth
for the 2012-2021 period
was 3.8 percent, which indicates that total GDP growth,
which includes oil, grew at
about three times faster than
non-oil GDP.
In the agriculture sector,
which is one of the core
sectors, it is imperative for
diversification efforts to
have a far greater impact.
While the YOY change in
agriculture’s contribution to
total GDP growth was 17.7
percent in 2021, the contribution of the sector to
the economy since 2012 was
extremely volatile, averaging
negative 4.53 percent (See
Table 3).
While the government
has announced substantial
investments in agriculture,
the sector’s historical
pattern of production must
be reversed if its contribution is to offset the
growth in oil, and have a meaningful impact in
the oil driven economy in the future.
Although the mining and quarrying sector
has had periods of strong growth since 2012,
good years have been typically followed by bad
years as seen in Table 4. Last year, the YOY
change in the sector’s contribution to total
GDP growth was a mere 2.1 percent, compared
to a decline of 9.7 percent in the previous year.
Unlike the core sectors that should benefit the most from diversification, the Services
sector has experienced relatively consistent
growth since 2012, with the exception of 2020
when economic activity slowed down during
the Covid-19 pandemic. Last year, the YOY
change in growth in the sector was the highest,

mainly due to a resurgence in economic activity (see Table 5).
There is no doubt that the government of
Guyana has plans to diversify the country’s
non-oil economy. The problems of doing so
are historical in nature. Pumping money into
its core sectors is a necessary, but not sufficient
condition to achieve long-term success. It must
have a defined strategy in place.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon, and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Pursuit of equity in divided society means all voices be heard
By Baytoram Ramharack
n a divided society like Guyana, the pursuit of equity
demands that all voices are heard, and no community is
taken for granted. When Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo
queried about possible mismanagement of subventions provided to International Decade for People of African Descent
Assembly - Guyana, the response was swift. No one even bothered to ask if any Indian organisation similarly benefitted from
government subventions. For the record, from 2009 to 2022, no
Indian organisation received any public funds.
Yet, African leaders are now pushing the false narrative
of an “emerging apartheid” (“economic apartheid” according
to Guyana’s Opposition leader, Aubrey Norton). This belief,
however, is not simply held by “fringe elements”, as Ralph
Ramkarran intimated in his recent Stabroek News column. It is
a mindset embraced by mainstream African leaders.
Henry Jeffrey, former University of Guyana lecturer who
served in four ministerial portfolios with the PPP government
for 17 consecutive years, says the foundations of the “apartheid” state were established since 2013 (presumably the former
President David Granger years are exempted!). On August 23,
Jeffrey, perhaps, in a Freudian slip, alluded to Kean Gibson’s
“nancy story” about racism inspired by Hindu casteism.
“It might be that Hinduism can cause them to be more racist,”
he told Dr David Hinds. It is difficult to fathom exactly what
political values Ralph Ramkarran, Beni Sankar, and Timothy
Jonas shared in common with Jeffrey when they conceived of
the A New & United Guyana in 2019.
Nigel Hughes recently delivered an emotionally uplifting
emancipation sermon to Buxtonians. But when Hughes inferred
that “Africans were here for 400+ years, the others are guests”,
his legitimate argument for “sharing the corn” equally (he probably meant ‘equitably’) evoked a type of bigotry associated with
the prior arrival theory – more than 480,000 Africans moved
100 million tons of “dutty” to humanise the rugged Guyanese
landscape, and cleared a slavery-free State for the arrival of the

Bharrat Jagdeo
interloping Indians.
Hughes’ presentation on KAMS TV has apparently since
been scrubbed from the Internet. Vincent Alexander referred
to “an analogous” and “metaphorical apartheid” akin to the
South African experience. Vincent spoke of the “national liberation struggle” and “resistance” initiated by Kofi (Cuffy), which
Africans must continue today.
Indeed. Social media extremism has produced political

entrepreneurs of all stripes. Lincoln Lewis can now brazenly
object to a more inclusive GECOM, despite what former
Commissioner Robeson Benn identified as a legitimate concern. Tacuma Ogunseye supports data-driven assessment for
the allocation of Guyana’s natural resources, but then proceeded
to abuse “Indian activists” for suggesting that data analysis be
utilised to assess claims of discrimination by any community.
Science has been reduced to a mere perception.
A dangerous myth that Indians control the economy took on
a life of its own when in March 1997, Dr Clive Thomas, using
questionable data, made a similar claim at an African Cultural
and Development Association conference. Professor Tarron
Khemraj and Dr Ramesh Gampat have argued that existing
data point to a different Guyanese reality – more Indians and
Amerindians live in poverty.
Yet, the entire panel of speakers appearing on the “emerging
apartheid” program placed all their problems squarely at the
feet of Indians.
Dr Hinds has declared that only Africans can genuinely
speak on their behalf. Fair enough. But Indians have a right to
remind Black leaders that when they make vulgar appeals to
primordial instincts through false narratives, Indians ultimately
become the victim of ethnic violence. On August 20, Attorney
General Anil Nandlall enumerated a cluster of epithets in the
Constitution (Article 149 and Article 160A (1), for example)
that allows citizens to challenge government policies and protect them against discrimination.
Yet, those constitutional provisions have not protected
Indians against racially targeted violence. The Guyana Indian
Heritage Association and Guyana Indian Foundation Trust
reports, documenting violence against Indians, become meaningless. It remains to be seen if the proposed Commission of
Inquiry on the 2020 election will include an examination of the
events that took place in West Berbice.
The memory warriors conveniently forget that coalition
See Page 11: Equity

Anil Nandlall
But to accuse them of “emerging apartheid” is plainly wicked.
When new Election Commissioner Clement Rohee said he
wants GECOM to look like the rest of Guyana in diversity, he
was pounced upon by Tacuma Ogunseye, who seems to think
that is a bad thing. Do we not want to heal Guyana? Remember
GECOM had bypassed the most qualified candidate for the
DCEO job, which was given to another.
Would you say the civil service, state agencies, commissions,
and security forces lack diversity, and is a kind of apartheid – a
problem the PPP/Civic never fixed, although being in the government for 25 of the past 30 years?
The existence of the Ethnic Relations Commission cited by
AG Nandlall has been a total waste of time, and the (G) $210
million they gobble up annually could be better spent paving
our streets at Whim, which have been neglected by this government.
Instead of concocting a “Nancy story” of “apartheid,” the
same way the PNC tells its supporters that the PPP/Civic is not
a validly elected government, Cuffy 250 would have done better
to discuss the real, meaningful, and most urgent topic in the
nation: “Renegotiation of the Oil Steal,” and to strategise how
the African Community/PNC/unions can push this struggle
forward.
This would help us to get a bigger pie that benefits all com-

munities, including our Afro-communities. Creating a myth
that the country is moving to apartheid does great disservice to
the international reputation of the country. We shoot ourselves
in the foot when we do that.
That is anti-nationalist, not simply anti-PPP. Cuffy 250 and
its associates that use the same playbook, must abandon such a
losing strategy. A hole in the boat is a hole in the whole boat. If
the boat leaks, we all go down.
Does Cuffy 250 want Guyana to fail? When the PPP/Civic is
in government, the PNC wants them to fail. When the PNC is
in government, the PPP/Civic wants them to fail. Both parties
use scorched earth tactics. The national interest does not matter. That is why despite being the richest country in CARICOM,
we remain a “s…hole country,” as former US President Donald
Trump described countries like ours.
Perhaps, Floyd Haynes, who was slated to be a speaker at
the conference, should attend and explain that he got a huge
oil auditing contract (US$751,000), and a license to set up a
Merchant Bank in Guyana. He could have shaped the discussion
in positive ways, and move the mentality from one of perpetual
victimhood to one of strategising to take advantage of emerging opportunities, versus this nonsense of an “apartheid”. But
Haynes, apparently, could not get past the framing of the conference as “emerging apartheid”, a phrase he says he completely
rejects.
Previous conferences by Cuffy 250, some addressed by
former Guyana President David Granger, were titled: “African
Guyanese Revitalisation: Restoring the African Guyanese
communities as spaces of Education, Culture and Economic
Vitality (2014);” “Repositioning African Guyanese for Justice,
Recognition and Sustainable Development (2017);” “Positioning
African Guyanese villages and communities for the green state
economy (2018);” “State of the African Guyanese Villages
Forum;” “The Way Forward (2020).”
With the PPP now in power, the theme is “Emerging
Apartheid.” So, is Cuffy 250 saying under the 33 years of
the PNC when the PNC took control of the “commanding
heights of the economy” under cooperative socialism, our Afrocommunities made no progress, and now suddenly we are into
apartheid?
IDPADA-G and associates involved in the Conference must
consider whether it is a smart strategy to invoke racism, as that
mostly favours the PPP/Civic. Any time our Afro groups frame
issues as racial issues, it sends those crossover voters who made
them win in 2015 back to their base, and helps the PPP/Civic
the most. To say that Guyana is an emerging apartheid state
is lower than low. Shame on the Cuffy 250 and their allies for
choosing such a divisive theme!
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So much potential, yet Guyana a perpetually divided nation

By Jerry Jailall
uyana is the richest country in Caricom, and with massive oil resources we can all live ever happily after if we
unite as a nation to realise our motto of “One People,
One Nation, One Destiny.”
Regrettably, we are a perpetually nation divided, and while
the major parties and their associates fight each other, the rapacious oil imperialists ship away the bulk of our wealth, and we
live in never-ending, persistent poverty.
Every race suffers. The poorer class suffers most. The socalled leaders look out for their own aggrandisement and use us
as political fodder.
Our politics, which seeps into everything, has been a poisoned chalice. Instead of fighting together for a bigger pie, we
fight about which group seems to be getting most of the crumbs
that fall from the oil masters’ tables. Invoking race and racism is
self-destructive and hurts us all.
Getting millions of dollars from the government for your
cause, and then turning around and cussing them out as “apartheid” is ungrateful and not very smart.
The August 20 letter published in Stabroek News, and
written by Attorney General Anil Nandlall, titled, “Forum on
‘emerging apartheid’ is a travesty, breach of the constitution”,
roundly criticised the apparent pro-PNC Cuffy 250 group, a
member organisation of the International Decade for People of
African Descent Assembly-Guyana.
The AG said the conference, framed as “Resisting the
Emerging Apartheid State,’’ is unfounded “racist brew,”
which may be encouraging racial hostility and violating the
Constitution and other laws. Until Guyana’s Vice President
Bharrat Jagdeo mentioned that race-based groups were getting
hundreds of millions in special grants, we did not know such
grants were available to all Guyanese race-focused groups.
Truth be told, the PPP/Civic government makes a valiant
effort to ensure its programs serve diverse populations. They
have visited communities across the political spectrum. GOAL
scholarships, house lots and homes, the various cash grants to
all, hampers, and so on, are fairly distributed across all communities.
To use the term “emerging apartheid” is not only malicious,
vexatious, and mischievous, it is outright dishonest, and fails
to recognise any good efforts and areas of progress of the PPP/
Civic government. This victimhood approach by Cuffy 250 does
not serve their communities well.
The PPP’s biggest, unpardonable sin – a huge one – is its failure to keep its promise to renegotiate the bad PNC oil contracts,
but is instead defending them. They have also refused to add
“Indian” to “Arrival Day,” which the PNC supports.

G
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Equity means all voices be heard
basic question: Which Amerindian or Indian
From Page 10
politics, tempered political rhetoric and organisation will receive this amount of public
eschewing of street protests, not the drum- funds, which, for IDPADA-G, will continue
beats of war, contributed to Granger’s elec- until 2024?
Our problem is clear. Beyond the senseless
toral victory in 2015. Yet, Jeffrey continues to
peddle the “winner take all” falsity, ignoring screaming of political leaders, both major parthe fact that the Indian population has been ties are guilty of not confronting the ethnic
reduced under the Forbes Burnham dictator- dilemma frontally. There has been an absence
of genuine national diaship from a majority of
logue. Indians are being
51 percent (1980) to 39
asked by the Irfaan Ali
percent (2012).
government to unfairly
No one can argue
bear the burden of sacthat the excesses of the
rificing for the greater
current government
political good. “One
should be excused.
Guyana” is meaningless
They must be confrontto the memory warriors
ed. But, if, as Aubrey
who continue to make
Norton claims, that
a mockery of the initiathe government exists
tive.
solely for the promotion
Today, there are
of Indian interests, how
practically no organisadoes he explain the govtions that articulate and
ernment’s failure:
speak to the problems
(a) to ensure that
of Indians. IGPADA-G
the Atlantic Reader
can boast at least 68 such
Series be revised to
African organisations.
fairly represent the culMark Phillips
Any Indian who dares
tures of Amerindians
and Indians as suggested by activist Ravi Dev to discuss ethnic issues is dismissed with the
and novelist Ryhaan Shah; (b) to respond to familiar phrase, “All-you talking race”.
Yet, Indian leaders will not emulate Prime
calls for digitising the Indentured labour route
immigration documents housed in the Rodney Minister Mark Phillips, who, admirably so, can
Archive; (c) to acknowledge the history of proudly express his “Afro-centricity” during a
Indians by officially attaching “Indian” in front visit to Buxton.
That some leaders believe that Africans
of Arrival Day; (d) to ensure ethnic balance in
will return to the PPP’s corner, as in preall State institutions.
Public funds designated for the palpable 1955, is a delusion. Given our divisive politics,
upliftment of Africans should never be with- Amerindians and Indians, irrespective of their
held from any organisation, provided that current political allegiance, should lay out an
an annual audit is submitted to the Ministry agenda that situate their interests at the barof Finance. But the current issue raises a gaining table. Equity demands no less.
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Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

PM Holness (left to right) with Jamaica Foreign Affairs Minister Kamina Johnson
Smith, T&T Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Amery Brown, & PM Rowley following the
signing of a trade dispute mechanism MoU on August 29 in PoS

Jamaica, T&T sign trade complaint MoU
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s
Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs, Dr
Amery Browne, and Jamaica’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Kamina
Johnson Smith signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to establish a trade complaints
mechanism between both nations, the move
part of an effort to foster better relations.
The signing took place during a bilateral meeting by the leaders of both nations
on August 29. At the time, Jamaica’s Prime
Minister Andrew Holness was on an official
visit to Trinidad and Tobago.
The MoU was the result of the efforts and
“strong desire” by both leaders to maintain and
deepen relations, a release from the Trinidad
and Tobago government stated.
“The establishment of the mechanism represents a significant milestone and provides an
avenue for the expeditious resolution of trade
complaints,” the government statement added.
The ministry also noted Jamaica is a significant trading partner with Trinidad and
Tobago, and added both countries trade in over
(TT) $1B of products each year. There are also

significant cross-border investments by both
nations.
“However, from time to time, and particularly in the last decade, there have been traderelated challenges between both countries. It
is, therefore, in the spirit of maintaining positive relations, the Honourable Prime Ministers
Rowley and Holness would have taken action
to improve and deepen trade relations via the
establishment of the mechanism,” the statement said.
According to statement, the Trade
Complaints Mechanism is a non-binding
agreement intended to provide guidelines for
the receipt, transmission, processing and resolution of trade complaints from the exporters
of either country.
Its primary objective is to provide predictable and transparent procedures and channels
of communication for resolving complaints
that may arise from the trade in goods and
services between the two countries.
The mechanism will address most trade in
goods and trade in services disputes, including
customs related matters.

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
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Stories.
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Still vibrant & committed in 2022 to lifting up the voices in our communities
From Page 1
examining every piece of our work.
The fact of ICW being alive and thriving for 40 years is
an endorsement from several quarters – readers, writers, and
advertisers. One of our advertisers – Ali’s Roti – has been with
us non-stop since 1985; several others have remained with us
since the early 1990s. This kind of loyalty has to be truly earned,
and ICW can justifiably claim to have laid the foundation for
such a relationship.
Over the years we have reported extensively on the news,
both relating to Canada and the Caribbean/Guyana. Activities
pertaining to our various communities that would hardly find a
place in the mainstream media would be given a place of honour
in ICW.
These activities included the work of religious and sports
organisations, cultural and musical groups, individuals who
have excelled in their fields of specialisation and proving to be
fitting role models for our communities, writers, and exemplary
persons or groups deserving of promotion.
In this respect, ICW has been a live wire that keeps our communities connected and aware of their constituent parts and

15

vibrancy.
As our motto indicates, we keep together the ties that bind.
Over the years ICW has kept readers abreast of the political
developments in the home countries, especially Guyana and
Trinidad & Tobago. The ‘1992 return of democracy’ in Guyana
with the ousting of the disreputable PNC after holding power
for 28 years through treachery was a moment we celebrated with
our community.
We also followed keenly the shenanigans of the APNU+AFC
coalition from the 2018 no-confidence motion in the legislature
to their perverse and barefaced attempt to grab power after losing the 2020 elections.
We are now keeping a close tab on the new-found oil and gas
wealth that is catapulting Guyana overnight from a developing
nation status into something consequential with concomitant
developments across the board.
ICW columnists, along with those who subscribe to our
‘Reader’s Forum’ are keen to hold the administration’s feet to the
fire when it comes to management of the country’s resources
and good governance. In this sense ICW assumes the role of a
community watchdog demanding accountability.

Over the years ICW has not remained unscathed when
instability reigned in the world around. Whatever affected
other businesses impacted us as well. The most recent, nearapocalyptic incident – the Covid-19 pandemic – was paralysing
at best. It threatened to take a toll in one fell swoop on what we
built in 37+ years. But ICW proved its resiliency and was able to
withstand the pandemic onslaught.
Strategic adjustments were made in consonance with the new
realities by going online and extending our reach worldwide. It
was a new beginning of sorts, one with several advantages that
bode well for future growth. With the resultant changes we are
meeting the demands and expectations of both our readers and
advertisers.
In September 1983, it would have been a leap of faith for a
fledgling community newspaper to predict it would be writing a story of its success 40 years later. But here we are, in
2022, alive and vibrant, committed to continue the task we
have undertaken in what looks like a distant past, with only
one resolve – to further lift the profile of the communities we
serve, and of course, to continue keeping alive the ties that
bind.
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MEMORIAM: SISTER MARY NOEL MENEZES

‘When I look back at my life, I have been very, very blessed’
Sister Mary Noel Menezes
July 14,1930 - August 31, 2022
ister Mary Noel Menezes, Sister of Mercy, historian,
Emeritus Professor of History University of Guyana,
philanthropist, author, and recipient of Guyana’s second
highest National Award, the Order of Roraima, and the Golden
Arrow of Achievement, passed away on August 31. She was 92
years old.
She was born on July 14, 1930 in Georgetown, in what
was then British Guiana, to a family of Madeiran origin.
She entered Sisters of Mercy at the age of 17, and moved to
Pennsylvania for religious training in 1947.
She returned to Guyana in 1950, where she taught at St
Joseph High School. Two years later, she entered St Joseph’s
Training College in Jamaica, where she acquired a Teacher’s
Diploma in Education with Honours for her thesis The
Teaching of Art and Craft in the School. Returning to Guyana,
she taught at Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Girls’ School until
1963.
Interviewed by the Trinidad and Tobago journalist, Angela
Pidduck, for the publication Newsday, after receiving the
Honorary Doctorate of Laws from the University of the
West Indies in 2005, Sr Noel recalled that her studies for
the Bachelor of Arts degree in History took place at College
Misericordia, Dallas, in Pennsylvania. Her Master of Arts
in Latin American History (summa cum laude) was done at
Georgetown University, Washington, DC.
Following these achievements, she then taught at Sacred
Heart College, Belmont, in North Carolina, and College
Misericordia, the latter later awarding her an Honorary
Doctorate in Humanities in 1983.
By then it was 1967, the year when she started off on her
journey at the University of Guyana in the Department of
History. However, three years later, Sr Noel was abroad again,
this time taking up an American offer of a Ford Foundation
Fellowship to read for her PhD at the University of London.
Her doctoral thesis, British Policy Towards the Amerindians
in British Guiana 1803-1873, was published in 1977 by Oxford
University Press. Her writings following her thesis were
voluminous, with Sr Noel continuing textual output that saw
her conducting extensive research in the main archives in
London, Holland, Portugal, Madeira, and in the US. During

Sister Mary Noel Menezes
this time, she also published innumerable articles in a variety
of journals.
Sr Noel was appointed Chief Supervisor of the MA
Programme in Guyanese History in 1973, a move that saw the
History Department at the University of Guyana becoming the
first at the university to offer a Masters’ degree. She served as
the Chief Co-ordinator of the programme for 17 years, from its
inception to her retirement in 1990.
In 1977 she was appointed Head of the Department at UG,
and three years later became Professor of History.
Sr Noel also traveled extensively, presenting papers and
lecturing at universities in Holland, England, the US, the
Bahamas, and throughout the Caribbean. In 1982 she received
a Government of India scholarship to visit and teach in
universities at Bombay, Poona, Delhi, and Calcutta.
As Sr Noel told Pidduck: “It was a fantastic time, but I do
not think I would ever relive it, as it was harrowing. But it was
very worthwhile and I enjoyed it.”
One of the highpoints of her career, Sr Noel told Pidduck,
was her initiation of a research methodology course at UG.
It prepared students to write, not only their research papers,
but also their theses, using her two text books, A Guide to
Historical Research, and a subsequent edition, How to do Better

Article reproduced from Indo-Caribbean World’s archives;
it was published on June 16, 2021.
By Dhanpaul Narine
here was a time when the History Department of
the University of Guyana was among the best in the
Caribbean. This was in the 1970s, when the quality of
teaching and research was to be envied. One of the leaders that
helped the department to reach such great heights is Professor
Mary Noel Menezes.
Sr Noel, as she is fondly called, was highly respected for
her ability to make complex ideas simple. She cared about her
students, and her own interests were broad and far-reaching.
The history department boasted a number of distinguished
luminaries. There was Dr Brian Moore, who went on to
become Guyana’s High Commissioner to Canada.
William Trembley specialised in American History, while
Winston McGowan took students through the paces and
pages of World Civilisation. There were also Basdeo Mangru
and Tommy Payne who taught Guyanese History, and Tyran
Ramnarine who lectured on the History of the West Indies.
But the star was undoubtedly Sr Noel Menezes.
She was a model of calm and scholarship. She understood
the needs of her students, many of whom were at UG on a
part-time basis. One of the great strengths of Sr Noel was her
ability to do research. She realised that history was not a dry
subject driven by the enumeration of facts and dates. History
was all around us; it was a living subject.
Students were asked to select topics for a Bachelor’s thesis
that pertained to Guyanese history, and to conduct research on
it. In so doing, they benefitted from the experience of looking
at primary and secondary source documents, writing their
research and drawing conclusions. The Bachelor’s thesis was a
winner. Sr Noel and her team were preparing a new breed of
historians to interpret Guyanese history in novel ways.
Her research extended to the border dispute between
Guyana and Venezuela, as well as the Amerindians of
Guyana. The Amerindian population was seen as exotic,
and travel writers would comment on their strange looks
and behaviour. But Sr Noel decided that colonial policy
toward the Amerindians had to be analysed, and appropriate
recommendations made for the post-colonial administration.
Sr Noel Menezes has had a distinguished career in
academia. She was born in Kingston in Georgetown, Guyana.

She received a calling to join the church, and in 1947 while
Sr Noel. Professor Griffith described Sr Noel as an inspiration
in her teens she journeyed to the US, where she entered the
to her students and the university. He said the event was
Sisters of Mercy community to receive official training.
connected to a wider landscape of activities that the university
Sr Noel was ordained as a nun, and started to teach at St
wanted to do in the future. He thanked all the sponsors and
Joseph’s High School in Guyana. In 1952, she went to the
organisers for putting the event together.
St Joseph Training College in Jamaica,
The acting Chancellor of the Judiciary
where she earned a teacher’s Diploma in
Carl Singh presented a citation to Sr
Education, passing with honors. After
Noel, and called her a trailblazer and
this success Sr Noel returned to Guyana
a writer of distinction. Mangar said
and taught at Sacred Heart Roman
that apart from academia, Sr Noel is a
Catholic Girl’s School.
philanthropist as she runs an orphanage
In 1964, Sr Noel earned her Bachelor’s
in Georgetown. Another reflection came
degree, and in 1965 she was awarded her
from Dr Dhanpaul Narine who said that
Master’s from Georgetown University
Sr Noel taught him the importance of
summa cum laude. She taught in the US
research methods, and the need to be
until 1967, after which she joined the
accurate.
staff at the University of Guyana. In 1970
The Registrar of UG is Dr Nigel
Sr Noel was offered a Ford Foundation
Gravesande. He said that Sr Noel is
Fellowship to study for her doctorate
a remarkable Guyanese, and that the
at the University of London. Her thesis
university community is happy to have
Sister Mary Noel Menezes with Dr Dr Joanne Ferreira to deliver the feature
was on the policy of the British towards
Dhanpaul Narine
the Amerindians of British Guiana. The
address in her honour. Dr Ferreira is an
thesis was published in 1977 by Oxford University Press.
expert in linguistics at the University of the West Indies. She
Sr Noel had built up a formidable reputation at UG, and
has done research on Portuguese adjustment in the Caribbean
in 1973 she was appointed as the Chief Administrator of the
and beyond.
Master of Arts Program in Guyanese and West Indian history.
Dr Ferreira said it was a great joy to give the keynote
Under her stewardship Dr Basdeo Mangru became the first
address, as she is one of the disciples of Sr. Noel Menezes.
MA graduate at UG, and some of her students were former
“It was her work that got me interested in Portuguese
President David Granger, Tota Mangar, Dr James Rose, Theo
studies. The only person that had written anything that was
Gittens, Dr David Chanderbali, Ms Cecelia McAlmont, Dr
readable on the topic was Sr Menezes, and it helped me in my
Kimani Nehusi, Khalleel Mohamed, Dr Marguerite Chasestudies,” Dr Ferreira said.
Garvey, and Dr Dhanpaul Narine, among others.
The evening was a marvelous acknowledgement of the work
It is fitting then that after many years of dedicated
of Sr Noel, and an added bonus was the presence of students
service the University of Guyana should honour Sr Noel.
from St Joseph’s High School. Our heartfelt congratulations
The brainchild of this idea was no other than the esteemed
to Sr Noel, who educated many, and asked for little in return.
Vice-Chancellor of UG, Professor Ivelaw Griffith. Since he
Thanks should also be extended to Professor Ivelaw Griffith
became Vice-Chancellor, Professor Griffith has implemented
and his team for the marvelous gesture to host a series of
innovative reforms and his report card will be examined in a
programs to honour the intellectual giants of the University of
later issue.
Guyana.
The ceremony honouring Sr Noel took place at
Sr Noel looked radiant and gave a thumbs-up to the
Herdmanston Lodge in early December 2016. It was a most
proceedings. She has served her country with pride and
impressive affair. The program was ably chaired by Professor
distinction, and we salute her as an academic who has made a
McGowan. He said that the university has done well to honour positive difference in her country.

S

Research.
Said Sr Noel: “You cannot write anything unless you have
solid research, particularly in history. You may be wrong in
your opinion, but you have no right to be wrong in your facts,
and whether it is a paper, article, or book; you have to know
where to find the material.”
She added, “So, I thought it was necessary to put a course
in, not just at the end of the academic years, but in the first
year, as you cannot ask them to do a paper and not give them
the tools. The book was written to benefit students throughout
the university, no matter the area of study.”
It was a remark made to Sr Noel that no one writing was
writing about the history of the Portuguese presence in Guyana
that took her to Madeira, from where her grandparents
originated. This chance remark, and its rhetorical question,
“What are you going to do about it?”, triggered her subsequent
research. Her diligence produced a book that coincided with
the 150th anniversary of the arrival of the Portuguese, who
first came to Guyana in 1835.
Even while contributing to the field of education, Sr Noel
also managed the St John Bosco Orphanage for boys three to
16 years old in Guyana, which she did from 1968 until 2003.
As she related to Pidduck, “Teaching at the university, going
to the ‘Home’ early on evenings to read stories to the children,
and then home to check Masters’ thesis for students. I never
regretted it. But writing in a milieu of youngsters was not very
possible: a child with a high temperature came first, so I had to
go to England every year from 1973… to do my research and
writing, with the help of study leave from the university, and
grants…”
Her call to becoming a nun was an ineluctable one, Sr Noel
told Pidduck, “…I never thought of anything else, much to the
horror and objections of my mother. When I look back at my
life, I have been very, very blessed. God has been very good to
me in so many ways – little and big ones – family, community,
friends, and wonderful students.”
Among Sr Noel’s many books and other writings are:
British Policy Towards the Amerindians in British Guiana,
1803-1873, (1977); The Amerindians in Guyana 1803-1873: A
Documentary History, (1979); Scenes from the History of the
Portuguese in Guyana, (1986); and, The Portuguese of Guyana:
A Study in Culture and Conflict, (1992).

Sr Mary Menezes educated many, took UG to great, new heights

T
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Diaspora Must Reads

Bhagavad Gita as a manual for life

T

Ira Mathur
Ira Mathur, Love in the Dark Days, Peepal Tree Press
ove in the Dark Days is an intricate tapestry telling of
the end of empire that has its protagonist’s story at its
heart.
As Peepal Tree Press tells us on its website, the narrative
is set in India, England, Trinidad, and St Lucia. It follows the
story of the young girl, Poppet, who is born of mixed HinduMuslim parentage in post-Independence India.
Poppet lives with her grandmother who belongs to an elite
Muslim family, one with a history of having colluded with the
British during its brutal rule in India.
Poppet unconsciously imbibes her grandmother’s prejudices
of class and race. Also, as the darker child in her family, she
feels that she does not belong.
Poppet’s feeling of “unbelonging” is replicated when the
family migrates to multicultural Trinidad. Here she encounters
Indian people several generations removed from India, and
who appear critical of what is perceived as her airs and graces.
In her darkest hour, she meets Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott, who encourages her during a visit to St Lucia to leave the
past behind and re-invent herself. To make sense of her new
world, Poppet begins writing about her experiences.
Can Poppet make sense of herself in relation both to her
own family, and the Trinidadian family she has married into?
Can she grow enough to achieve the courage it takes to simply
to be human?
As Peepal Tree Press notes, Love in the Dark Days is “raw,
unflinching, but not without threads of humour and perceived
absurdity”.
It is available at Amazon and at Peepal Tree.

L

he Bhagavad Gita offers spiritual wisdom and
principles for living, and is sacred to many Hindu
devotees in Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, the
diaspora, and throughout the globe.
Noting the Gita’s
universality, writer
and publisher Sandra
Maharajh-Shah has
re-imagined it for more
accessibility in her
latest book, and has
inserted into its pages an
accompanying, pleasing
visual aesthetic that
includes photographs of
Trinidad and Tobago’s
flora and fauna, along
with images from other
international locations.
Sandra Maharajh-Shah
It is a first of its
kind, Maharajh-Shah said, noting, “My mission is to
spread the love, the transformation that I experienced,
through this book”.
Titled, A Manual for Life – the New Millennium
Bhagavad Gita, it is published by Maharajh-Shah’s
company Ashoka Publications Ltd. It was launched in
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, earlier this year. The foreword
was written by former High Commissioner of India to
Trinidad and Tobago, Arun Kumar.
In its pages are photographs iconic to Trinidad
and Tobago: the scarlet ibis, local beaches, a lookout
in rural Paramin, and the Toco Lighthouse. The
photographs are part of the repertoire of photographer
Afzal Abdul.
There are also iconic photographs of Florida
sunrises and sunsets by Sarah S. Ramroop. Also,
graphic artist Zara Mungroo blends scenes of Lord
Krishna with Maharajh-Shah’s family and friends.
The images and artwork are meant to create a mood
of reflection, serenity, and meditation for the reader,
Maharajh-Shah says.
“The Bhagavad Gita is not [only] significant to the
Hindu community in Trinidad and Tobago… but to
every human being,” she notes.
Additionally, “It is a manual for life for every one
of us. The Gita is beyond religion, class, and creed. [In it] the
Lord states: ‘I am in the hearts of every living being’. So, when
we know this, how can we treat others unfairly or discriminate

against others?”
She adds, “Hindus have one way in which we greet each
other. We clasp our hands and say: “Namaste”. [It] means, ‘I
bow to that divine spark in you’; it is not that God only resides
in Hindus: He resides in all of us.”
Maharajh-Shah cites her personal experiences where the
Gita has directly impacted on her life. For example, she speaks
to its writing regarding ‘lack’, quoting the passage: “Those of
them who worship me with exclusive devotion, I carry what
they lack and preserve what they have”.
It is a message that is personal and relevant to her lived
experiences, she says. Hence her passion for sharing the
“wealth of knowledge” contained in the Gita, she asserts.
Maharajh-Shah is a wife, and a mother of three. She says
the saving grace during life’s tribulations has been her religious
faith, which has also given her the drive to engage in charity
work, and to make cultural contributions to Trinidad and
Tobago. She has worked with the National Council for Indian
Culture, and the Divali Nagar.
It has also
contributed to her
drive as an author
and publisher.
Maharajh-Shah has
produced over 20
colouring books on
Diwali, Phagwah,
Christmas, and
Trinidad and
Tobago’s steelpan.
She has also written
on the history
of Trinidad and
Tobago’s Indentured
labourers.
Her books
circulate in primary
schools throughout
Trinidad and Tobago.
Among her texts are
Ah Trinbago Ting: A
Series of Word Search
Puzzles Designed to
Educate the Readers
about Our Beautiful
Twin Islands Trinidad and Tobago, (2013).
A Manual for Life – the New Millennium Bhagavad Gita is
available at Amazon.

bankrolled by “moguls”, have provided the means to do so.
Articles in city, national, and even in community papers have
shown a loyal following for Trumpism in various areas of
society.
In past times, the written word was boss. Anything written
on paper gave it authenticity. In today’s world, the voices of the
TV, Twitter, and the like, are the new pulpit. The computer,
Facebook, and others, serve up the message. The cell phone
is a great facilitator. All you need is a great
“liar”, a “Teflon” individual, who uses the
old weapon of “dialectics” to fool the public.
Lies become the new “truth”.
The “triggers” fueled by racism,
nationalism, and anti-immigrant
propaganda have had a powerful effect.
Exhortations about “the great society”,
not “the just society”, have taken root. Radicalised religion,
nationalism, and extremism, and a cult-like following, quickly
develop and spread, as we have seen in the US.
Historically, you can smell Naziism in this disease and the
beginning of the Third World War. Civil war may also be on
the horizon in places like the US.
Cults are an interesting phenomena. They come in different
varieties. We saw one which flourished in Guyana, and ended
in self destruction in Jonestown in the jungle. Its membership
were believers coming from all levels of society under the spell
of an American preacher called Jimmy Jones. One can see a
similar phenomenon under Donald Trump, a con-man of the
highest degree.
The “pill” is belief. What one believes, becomes one’s truth.
It is as simple as that. This is the currency of con artists. There
is a famous song called Kathy’s Song by Simon and Garfunkel,
in which one line stands out, “the only truth I know is you”.
The writers of this song, like many folks who have fallen in
love, are obviously hypnotised by the enchanting power of
love! Nothing else matters.
And so is the spell by the con artist, the dictator, and the

would-be dictator.
There are many others, like the notorious Charles Manson
in the US, who hypnotised his followers to commit gruesome
murders of innocent victims.
We have a choice here in Canada to bury our heads in the
sand, pretend the evil is not among us, or resist and expose the
dangers to our democracy. We have a country that is the envy
of the world, and freedoms that do not exist in many places.
We have radicalised individuals who have physically and
verbally attacked Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and cowardly
threatened deputy Prime Minister Chrystia Freeland, a woman
conducting her duties of office.
Our elected officials try to take this all in stride. I suspect
that this kind of event would be treated quite differently in a
dictatorship. As the old saying goes, “Monkey know what limb
to climb on”.
Sadly, some Conservative leaders in our federal politics are
banking on these elements to put them into power in the next
elections, under the umbrella of another “ism” – populism.
I dread to think what our country would look like.
The signs are there. We see it in relatives, neighbours,
politicians, town, and country. Some of the “populists” have
decided to take matters into their own hands and attempt to
make “a citizen’s arrest” of the police, harass nurses, doctors
and hospital staff, and come up with their own list of a new
“government” as the Ottawa occupiers did! Legal elections are
not required.
Where and who are financing these lawless groups? It needs
to be investigated.
There are many perils in our world today, be it the
dictatorship by Russia’s Vladimir Putin, the Trump wouldbe dictatorship, climate change, Covid-19 and other viruses,
economic swings, and the death of democracy. We are walking
a tightrope. The best we can do is leave a democracy for our
children and grandchildren, but freedom comes at a price.
If the creeks don’t rise, and the sun still shines, I’ll be
talking to you.

Perils in our time now endanger our democratic way of life

A

s the evils of dictatorships spread around the globe,
we are seeing the threats in our own backyards. The
cancerous growth is making its way via the media,
conspiracy theories, the Internet, propaganda, and word of
mouth. Our government in Canada has been trying to deal
with these threats quietly, but recent events like the siege this
summer in Ottawa, the nation’s capital, has made the dangers
to our democracy more evident and insidious.
The philosophy of dictatorships has a
long history. Fueled by “dialectics”, in the
recent past, it goes back to Karl Marx
Bernard
and Marxism. The German economist
Heydorn
had a profound influence on the socialists
and communists of Europe in the latter
part of the 20th century. In its wake have
come ‘isms’ and ‘schisms’ like Naziism and
communism.
The spectre of radicalisation, extremism, and dictatorships
have grown and spread. Besides Russia, China, and North
Korea, along the Axis of Evil, dictatorships have sprung up
across the globe in both developed and Third World countries.
Not to be outdone, a would-be dictatorship has sprung
up in the US, in our own backyard! The “triggers” have been
there. The US has a history of slavery, racism, radicalisation,
religious extremism, capitalism gone mad, rampant and
unpunished corruption, and classism.
The stage was set for one like Donald Trump to get elected
by whatever means, and stay in power, by whatever means!
The checks and balances did not work, and Trump was quick
to test them.
Using the tools of “the medium is the message”, a term made
famous by Canadian Marshall McLuhan, Trumpism infected
the media in the US and Canada. Spreading to other countries
like Brazil, grabs have been made on overthrowing legal voting
for corrupt dictatorship.
Right wing radicalised TV stations such as Fox TV in
the US, newspapers, radio stations, and the Internet, many
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Pre-action protocol letter sent
to PM Rowley after FB post

Trinidad & Tobago nationals celebrating the nation’s 60th Independence anniversary last week

Nationals celebrate, but mindful of daily challenges
Port-of-Spain – While nationals were celebrating Trinidad
and Tobago’s 60th anniversary of Independence lsat week, at the
same time they remained mindful of the daily grind of living in
challenging times.
One young resident, 24-year-old Elijah Benjamin, in speaking to the media, noted that while being independent meant
more freedoms and privileges as a nation, at the same time “we
were too free”.
Even as he spoke on the streets of Port-of-Spain, nationals
were streaming past wearing red, white, and black, with vehicles
similarly adorned in the national colours.
Benjamin said Trinidad and Tobago was “too free”, adding,
“Too much freeness can lead to escalating crime. We need to
do something about our borders. People can just move in and
out of this country with ease. It reminds me of the late Nobel
laureate V.S. Naipaul, who described Trinidad and Tobago as a
frontier town.”
In what was an overflow of complaints, Benjamin spoke to
the daily inconveniences faced by nationals. Among his complaints were roads pockmarked with potholes that grew into
murky ponds during rainfall.
Said Benjamin: “I feel the roads need fixing. Don’t talk about
flooding... South Quay is a mess. We need to fix our buildings.
It is not just about covering them with red, white, and black
buntings for Independence. We have to fix our transport system.
People spend hours waiting for transport. Sometimes elderly
folk and the differently-abled have to queue for long periods at
[the transportation terminal].”
He added, “We have water woes across the country; [also]
electricity problems. We have a problem of unemployment,
and unemployment among the youths. Can you imagine the
tsunami of people who went for cruise ship jobs? People with
degrees were saying they are depressed because they can’t get a
job. We have to take care of our children and youths. Remember
the late prime minister Dr Eric Williams said, ‘The future of
the nation is in the book bags’. Don’t forget iconic calypsonian
Slinger Francisco [Mighty Sparrow] sang about the importance
of education in the classic, Education.”
Another resident visiting Port-of-Spain during Independence
celebrations, Lyndon Hypolite, said: “We are too slow. We have
not made all this great progress. Men are languishing in jails.
They are not making laws as quickly as they should. The
Judiciary needs to step up to the plate.”
However, Hypolite was also positive, saying the improvements in Port-of-Spain were admirable.
“It was drab and dreary. Now we have Chinatown. It is more
modern. [Port-of-Spain’s Mayor Joel Martinez] made some
strides,” he stated.
Accompanying Hypolite was a friend, who commented on
crime in her Santa Cruz neighbourhood.
“Every day is a something bad happening. Santa Cruz was a
peaceful, loving place. People just used to love to take a drive
through Santa Cruz Valley. Now they won’t stop for a doubles,”
she said.
Meanwhile, a maxi-taxi operator from Arima, James
Williams, declared: “Everything in the country good.”
And while she was wearing the national colours, Sangre
Grande resident Michelle Sankar said Trinidad and Tobago had
regressed.
“After Covid-19, the situation has [become] worse... Too
many people are suffering. They don’t have money to buy
food or books for their children to return to school. Long ago,
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they would give free books. Now you have to buy expensive
textbooks. They could do a little more to help parents buy textbooks,” she said.
Sankar added: “Thankfully, where I live does not have a water
problem. It is more the rural areas in Sangre Grande. They need
to do something to help people. Some people can’t afford buckets or tanks. How can they exist without a proper water supply?”
Her forecast for Trinidad and Tobago was grim, with Sankar
declaring: “The rich will continue to prosper. The middle and
working class will feel the brunt. They need help with food
prices. More jobs are needed. I think people really need work.”
But notably, Sankar remained positive, saying, “I was born
here. I grew up here. I enjoy the freedoms that people would die
for. I am happy to live in a democracy.”

Port-of-Spain – Lawyers representing Oilfield Workers’
Trade Union president general Ancel Roget issued a pre-action
protocol letter last week to Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley in
an initiating move to sue for defamation.
Roget threatened to sue last week following Rowley’s post
on his Facebook page that alleged [Roget], and unnamed UNC
operatives, were responsible for the actions by scrap iron workers that blocked the Solomon Hochoy Highway with truckloads
of dirt on the morning of August 29. The blockade was a continuation of protests over the government’s six-month closure of
the scrap iron industry.
On September 1, Roget’s lawyers sent a pre-action protocol
letter officially threatening the legal action against Rowley.
In the letter, lawyer Kiel Taklalsingh claimed Rowley had
alleged that his client, Roget, was involved in a nefarious plot to
illegally obstruct the highway.
Stating that the allegations were patently false, Taklalsingh
said: “These charges amount to a very serious libel against our
client, and have caused him considerable distress and embarrassment.”
Additionally, “While we are mindful that in the cut-andthrust of the political gayelle, tempers often flare, we wish to
reiterate that spurious allegations which are calculated to gain
quick political points and which are unsupported by verifiable
information, ought to be deprecated.”
Taklalsingh suggested that Dr Rowley should have been
aware that his controversial comments would be widely reshared on social media.
“There is no doubt that you were aware that the false information provided would be broadcast and therefore impliedly
authorised and intended that the said defamatory words/statements be published locally, regionally and internationally,” he
said.
Taklalsingh called for an urgent, unequivocal, and unqualified apology to be published in all daily newspapers. He also
claimed that Roget is entitled to substantial compensation for
the injury to his reputation.
Rowley was given 14 days to respond to the letter in a favourable way before the lawsuit is filed.

McDonald indictment goes to T&T’s High Court

Port-of-Spain – An indictment was filed against ex-governThe discontinued misbehaviour charge against McDonald
ment minister Marlene McDonald last week on six counts of was in relation to the alleged approval of $2.3 million for a
money laundering, conspiracy to defraud, and misbehaviour in project at Marcano Quarry in Laventille. She was the only one
public office.
charged with that offence.
It was filed on August 29 in the High Court by the Director
The other charges against her and the others allege that they
of Public Prosecutions Roger
conspired to defraud the State of
Gaspard. Also named in the
funds available to the Ministry
indictment were McDonald’s
of Community Development,
long-time companion Michael
Culture and Gender Affairs to
Carew and three others – Edgar
allocate grants to two foundaZephyrine, Victor McEachrane,
tions – Provident Foundation and
and Wayne Anthony. In all, the
Calabar Foundation – by falsely
five face 15 counts.
representing they were genuIn filing the indictment,
ine organisations, and allegedly
Gaspard said it was his “considapproving grants to be used for
ered opinion” that the offenceducation, skills enhancement,
es, which allege dealings with
and business development procriminal property over the sum
grammes in poor communities.
of [TT] $1 million and various
The specific charges against
frauds being perpetrated against
McDonald allege she misreprethe State, involved serious and/or
sented that she had no conneccomplex fraud.
tion to either foundation.
He said it was his intention to
At a hearing in November
exercise his powers under sec2020, prosecutors appearing
tion 23(8) (d) of the Indictable
before the chief magistrate sigOffences (Preliminary Enquiry)
nalled the DPP’s intent to go
Act, and “prefer an indictment
straight to indictment for the
without a preliminary inquiry
matter, which should have been
being completed” in the magisfiled by January 2021.
trates’ court.
At the 2020 hearing, the court
He also asked the registrar of
was told statements had all been
the High Court to list the matter
sworn to, and there were some 22
as soon as possible.
witnesses, but that number was
Gaspard discontinued one of
likely to rise before the eventual
the charges against McDonald
start of the case.
in March this year. The notice
The offences are alleged to
Marlene McDonald
of discontinuance of the charge
have occurred between 2008 and
of misbehaviour in public office was dated March 25, and was 2009, but the police investigation only began in 2016.
made under his powers under section 90 of the Constitution,
After she was charged, McDonald was removed as Public
which allows him to discontinue any criminal proceedings Administration Minister and a deputy political leader of the
undertaken by him, or anyone else at any stage before judgment PNM. She was also Port-of-Spain South MP, but was not
is delivered.
screened for the constituency for the 2020 general elections.
In 2019, when they were charged, the five faced a total of 49
When she was charged, McDonald was granted $2 million
charges of attempting to defraud the government by allegedly bail. Carew was previously granted $500,000 bail; Zephyrine $1
procuring funds for Carew’s Calabar Foundation as a charity.
million; Anthony $100,000; and McEachrane $400,000.
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Strengthen scrap iron
regulations — Arjoon

Two mounds of dirt dumped by protesting scrap iron workers block access on northbound freeway of the Sir
Solomon Hochoy highway in south Trinidad last week

Persad-Bissessar criticises Rowley over FB post

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley has no clue how to govern the nation, and instead
resorts to the ‘blame [Kamla Persad-Bissessar] and the UNC’
motif to distract from his failed leadership, Opposition Leader
Kamla Persad-Bissessar said last week.
At the time, Persad-Bissessar was responding to Rowley’s
accusation made on his Facebook page that the UNC and trade
unionist Ancel Roget were behind the blockading of a major
roadway.
On the morning of August 29, two dump trucks travelling
north along the Sir Solomon Hochoy Highway near Claxton
Bay emptied loads of dirt on
both lanes. The action was a
continuation of disruptive protests by scrap iron workers over
the government’s six-month
ban on the export of scrap iron.
The blockade caused a massive traffic gridlock that lasted
for many hours.
Writing on his Facebook
page, Rowley alleged, “So they
have made their move. Dump
Roodal Moonilal
truckloads of sand and debris on both sides of the highway and
block traffic! What a wonderful idea of leadership from Roget
and the followers including the UNC! The marauding gangs
of metal thieves threatened to, but did not complete the job of
shutting down the country, so the leaders are helping them to
get that done.”
Late last week, Roget’s lawyers issued a pre-action protocol
letter indicating an intention to sue Rowley for defamation. The
letter asked for a public apology, and claimed compensation
from Rowley.
Commenting after Rowley’s Facebook post, Persad-Bissessar
said he lacked leadership, and was out of touch with the reality
being faced by Trinidad and Tobago.
“He is showing that he has no clue about what to do but
blame Kamla. It is really a dangerous state of affairs for the
country to be in with his lack of leadership skills. Why isn’t he
coming up with even the most basic of policies, plans, and programmes to govern the country? He simply does not know how

to apply reason, sense, and logic to anything,” Persad-Bissessar
said.
Persad-Bissessar also commented on the flooding that was
occurring throughout Trinidad, saying, “Even North flood out!
Imagine places that never knew flood know it now, under blight
Rowley. But Rowley’s solution will be to replace buses with boats
I’m sure, and blame Kamla when that doesn’t work.”
Opposition MP and shadow National Security Minister Dr
Roodal Moonilal was also critical of Rowley’s Facebook post,
describing it as “mindless comments”. He also stated that the
comments indicated Rowley was “spinning quickly out of control while the country crumbles from appalling leadership”.
Said Moonilal: “Rowley, a
one-hit wonder, reverted to his
well-worn lyrics of blaming the
political Opposition, instead of
dealing with critical and urgent
national issues.”
Additionally,
Moonilal
stated that Rowley’s “stale and
clichéd” response to public
Kamla Persad-Bissessar protests not only showcases
his lack of crisis management skills, but was also indicative of
incompetence in all areas of national affairs.
According to Moonilal, the Opposition has repeatedly
advised that the ban on the exportation of scrap iron remains
a heavy-handed and unreasonable response to a matter that
should be dealt with by the Police Service and law enforcement.
Moonilal also noted that the industry could have remained
open while laws and regulations are drawn up.
Instead, the government insisted on the closure of an expanding sector with increased foreign exchange-earning potential.
It was a decision-making process that was characteristic of an
aimless administration, devoid of the capacity to properly steer
the nation, and resolve problems, Moonilal said.
“It is deeply disturbing that the state of Trinidad and Tobago
is in its 60th anniversary of Independence when there appears
to be more scrap iron in the Cabinet room than at the ports. The
scrap iron dealers are ready for change, [and] the country must
follow suit,” Moonilal declared.

Weekes: T&T at ‘crossroads’ without a ‘moment to lose’

Port-of-Spain – Noting that Trinidad and Tobago had now societal dysfunction and ethnic division, but not to the extremes
found itself at a “crossroads”, President Paula-Mae Weekes said that now exist.”
the nation did not have “a moment to lose” in
Weekes then commented on contemporary
locating, and then walking, on the path to good.
Trinidad and Tobago, saying, “From our presWeekes made the exhortation during her
ent vantage point, the initial impression of the
Independence Day message, which was delivered
immediate landscape might be one of a wilderto the nation on August 31, when it celebrated its
ness, given the increasingly brazen criminality,
60th anniversary.
ugly divisive politics, rampant unemployment,
Weekes also noted that Trinidad and
distressing reports of child abuse, and troubling
Tobago had enough time since its 60 years of
pockets of poverty.”
Independence to put away “childish things”. Now
As Weekes noted, during times of national celwas the time to adopt “a man in the mirror”
ebrations, the nation manages “if only temporarapproach to change, she said.
ily, to put aside our differences of politics, faith,
Said Weekes: “There was a time, not too long
ethnicity, and economic bracket to fully embrace
Paula-Mae Weekes
ago, when as a nation, we were full of pride
our unique and special identity as Trinbagonians”.
in ourselves, boasting an enviable literacy rate and booming
However, she queried whether such a cohesive “momentum”
industries, a place where respect for others and office was the could be maintained, saying, “The significant and wonderful
default position, and where integrity, decency, and compassion thing about a crossroads is that it offers options – a choice of
were not unfamiliar – justifiably the envy of our Caribbean paths for the onward journey. The selection must be made
neighbours.”
with utmost care and caution. Trinidad and Tobago desperately
However, she added, “Not that we were without our prob- needs to find where the good way lies and walk in it, and we
lems and issues; there has always been lawbreaking, corruption, don’t have a moment to spare.”
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Port-of-Spain – With Trinidad and Tobago exporting over
[US] $43 million (TT $290.51 million) in scrap metal last year,
the government should strengthen regulations governing the
industry, rather than ban exports for six months, economist Dr
Vaalmikki Arjoon said last week.
Commenting on the six-month ban that left many nationals
unemployed in central Trinidad, and which has led to ongoing
protests and blockades of major roadways by scrap iron workers, Arjoon said that on average Trinidad and Tobago has just
over 20 dealers for scrap metals as zinc, steel, aluminium, copper, brass, and so on.
Also, he noted that from his research, between 350 to 400
containers of scrap metals are exported each month.
“What we should be trying to do is support the development of the smaller industries, rather than shutting them down.
While they are not a significant earner of [foreign exchange] like
the energy sector or manufacturing, they still do bring in forex,
which we are in dire need of,” he said.
According to the data,
Arjoon said total scrap iron
exports over the last six years,
at the very least, amounted
to [US] $205.8 million (TT
$1,390.38 million), of which
[US] $43 million in value were
exported in 2021, 65 percent
higher than 2015.
“Assuming they maintain
the 2021 levels, their value of
exports will amount to almost
half a billion worth of forex
Vaalmikki Arjoon
in ten years. Even though this
is a smaller industry, it still
directly and indirectly employs
a few thousand workers, most
of which are less skilled and
would likely be unable to find
jobs elsewhere,” Arjoon said.
While it is important for
some support to be provided to these workers with the
industry now non-operational
due to the ban, it was more
important at this time for the
Reginald Armour
government to keep the industry open while improving regulation of the industry.
“They ought to meet with the dealers and articulate the concerns of the State and listen to the concerns of the dealers themselves, while at the same time, develop a better understanding
of how the industry works. The key here is allocating more
resources for better regulation and supervision in the industry,”
Arjoon said.
Since regulation and supervision of the industry would incur
costs, Arjoon said the government can raise some of the operating funds via licence fees for dealing in scrap iron.
“This fee could contain the cost for supervision as well, and
the bigger the dealer/exporter, then the more supervision you
may require, so the higher the fee, keeping it at a reasonable
level. An example of greater supervision is spot checks, and
anyone found in breach of regulations will be heavily fined, face
criminal charges, and lose their licence,” Arjoon stated.
He further stated that shutting down the industry for the six
months would see several thousand workers losing their source
of income, which is very ominous given that Trinidad and
Tobago is now enduring the highest cost of living in generations.
“Food prices alone have increased by 67 percent in the
last ten years. School… [reopening means] they will need an
income to purchase school uniforms for their kids, not to mention to be able to manage their household costs,” he said.
In addition, Arjoon said the industry deals with the cleaning
up of the environment – old batteries, for instance, can lead to
lead poisoning, but the odds of this happening are significantly
minimised when they get into the hands of the dealers.
In early August Attorney General Reginald Armour
announced that in the next three months he will review the
industry and draft a regulatory framework. Doing so meant that
by November he could approach Cabinet again with the proposed legislation aimed at monitoring and reducing the illegal
trade in scrap iron and metal.
Armour also indicated he would look at regional and international scrap iron exportation legislation, and make recommendations to amend existing regulations. Meanwhile, scrap
iron dealers continue to protest the ban, with the lastest episode
taking place on the morning of August 29.
Last Monday two truckloads of dirt were dumped on a main
roadway that disrupted northbound traffic for many hours.
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Chetan Anand’s brainchild Aakhri Khat a masterpiece of story-telling
Movie Review: Aakhri Khat (1966)
By Memsaab
his amazing film by Chetan Anand is one of the most
unusual movies I’ve ever seen, and maybe the most
heart-wrenching. It’s a masterpiece of story-telling.
Shot largely with a hand-held camera on the streets of
Bombay, it follows a 15-month old toddler (Master Bunty –
who is so chubby and endearing that he melted even my sticky
black heart of non-maternal tar) as he wends his unsteady way
in search of his mother, who has died.
How Anand managed to
direct a toddler so perfectly, I’ll
never know; and Bunty gets top
billing in the film’s credits, most
appropriately!
It is also Rajesh Khanna’s first
or second film, and he is superb,
endowing his not entirely likable
character with a humanity that
makes you root for him, despite
his flaws.
The film is an indictment on a
societal level of the indifference
Master Bunty plays a
bred by modern urban life, and
on a personal level of the wrongs inflicted by selfishness and
pride. These points are hammered home by the focus on a little
boy who can only say “Mama” and “milk”, as he perseveres in
his hopeless search.
The movie opens with Lajjo (a luminously beautiful Indrani
Mukherjee) walking the streets of Bombay with her baby
Buntu, begging for food and trying to soothe him.
I should say here that whoever did the sound for the film
deserves the highest kudos for his work. The background
traffic noise, the sounds of people bustling about their
everyday tasks, all overlaid with a jaunty, jazzy music track,
lends an upbeat and modern air to the busy crowds, as the
destitute mother and child wander unheeded through the city.
Despite there being very little dialogue, it is gripping, and
Lajjo and her baby are so vulnerable and appealing that I fall in
love with them instantly.
Lajjo herself seems hardly old enough to be a mother,
although her devotion to her child is obvious. She gives any
food that she manages to get to her Buntu, and despite her
ragged clothing, he is clean and well-dressed.
The two are mostly ignored by passersby, although one
evening a young, obviously wealthy young woman (Naqi
Jehan) emerges from a nightclub and sees Lajjo standing in
front. She starts to approach Lajjo, but Buntu falls and begins
wailing and Lajjo scurries to comfort him. The woman stares
at them for an instant; the contrast between her situation and
Lajjo’s is stark.
We discover through flashbacks that Lajjo is from Kullu
(in Himachal Pradesh), where after losing her own mother at
a very young age, she has grown up with a stepmother who
mistreats her. A young sculptor vacationing there named
Govind (Rajesh Khanna) sees her and falls instantly in love
with her; really how could he not? I think Indrani Mukherjee
is one of the most striking actresses in Hindi cinema.
It doesn’t take her long to reciprocate either (and really how
could she not?).
Govind now lives in Bombay, and Lajjo lurks outside his
home with Buntu, watching until he drives off. She leaves a
letter in his mailbox, and then leaves Buntu sitting on some
steps nearby and starts to walk away. She is unable to go
through with it, though, and runs back to gather him up in her
arms.
Later, as they play hide-and-seek together by the sea, it’s
evident that she has a serious illness (it’s never explained, but
appears to be a heart ailment). As Buntu plays amidst the litter
and dirt, she struggles for breath.
At his home, Govind finds the letter and is furious with his
manservant Moti (Mohan Choti).
She has left several letters already, and there is something
clearly wrong in her relationship with him. She tells him in
the letter that she is dying of the same ailment that killed her
mother, and that she hasn’t got much time left.
Agitated, Govind goes to the police to ask them to search
for her. At the station, Inspector Naik (Manvendra Chitnis)
takes his statement and asks if he has a photo of the missing
girl. He is somewhat exasperated at Govind’s negative response
– how is he supposed to find her if he has no idea what she
looks like?
Govind responds that he has made a statue of her, and
Naik can use a photo of that. Intrigued by the strange case,
Naik goes with him to his studio and photographs the seminude statute of Lajjo. He doesn’t have the highest opinion of
handsome Govind, who makes no effort to defend himself.
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Meanwhile, Lajjo sits by the sea as Buntu plays on the sand
near her. She loses herself in memories again, and we are
taken to her small wedding with Govind: just the two of them
exchanging vows in a small temple, alone. Oh honey! You
should really know better than that! Plus, the vows strike me as
being a little…um…one-sided?
They spend the night together, and we are treated to a very
lovely song indeed: Aur Kuch Der Thahar. The songs (there
are only five, and one is shamefully edited out of the DVD
– curse you Eagle Home Entertainment!) were composed by
Khaiyyam, and luckily for me are
subtitled, as Kaifi Azmi’s lyrics are
as beautiful as the music. I cannot
emphasise enough how gorgeous
they are; if you aren’t familiar with
them do look them up online.
Lajjo awakens from her reverie
to find Buntu gone – hey, she’s
ill and all alone, what’s a poor
mother to do? I can’t get mad at
her, truthfully, although by this
time Buntu is wandering through
traffic and being given sweets by
credible Baby Buntu
random (though kindly) strangers.
Lajjo begins a desperate search for Buntu, running and
shouting his name. This exertion proves to be her undoing,
and she collapses and dies. A crowd gathers (too late!) and
her shrouded body is loaded into an ambulance as little Buntu
toddles past unnoticed.
Inspector Naik notifies Govind that Lajjo has been found.
There is a note on her body asking that her child be taken to
Govind, but of course there was no child near her. Govind is
clearly heartbroken at the sight of Lajjo.
He is also desperate to find Lajjo’s child, convinced now that
he is his son. He enlists the help of Moti and sympathetic Naik,
and spends hours driving the streets, searching.
When he blows up in a frustrated rage at the police station,
Naik points out the obvious: they don’t even know what the
little guy looks like, and have no picture of him.
Inspector Naik may well be my favourite character in this
film. He is irritated by what he perceives as Govind’s role in
this whole tragedy, but can’t help feeling drawn towards him
and his predicament. He’s a good guy who is also worried
about little Buntu, although he has no idea how they will ever
find him.
The odds do seem insurmountable! Buntu continues to
search for his mother, crying “Mama” at intervals. Very few
people take notice of him, and those who do, do not want to
burden themselves by getting involved with this child who is
clearly alone. It’s absolutely heartbreaking.
The black-and-white photography (Jal Mistry) is beautiful;
and the camera work, following Buntu with a sort of point-ofview feel as it does, is riveting. I feel compelled to watch as the
child blunders along railway tracks and across busy roads, eats
whatever he can find off the ground, plays with a hapless little
kitten. On Diwali, parents and children play with firecrackers
as a frightened Buntu cries, until he finds a sparkler of his
own.
At night, he sleeps wherever he drops, until he is startled
awake by the random noises of his urban environment. I can
literally feel my hair turning grayer as I fret over him. It’s not
all gloom and doom – he finds his way into a temple one day,
and helps himself to the laddoos left as offerings there. He’s a
chubby little Krishna, stealing butter, and my own heart turns
into ghee.
Tun Tun makes a small cameo as an angry mother
protecting her child from poor Moti’s questions.
And as Naik continues to help Govind search, he begins to
question Govind about Lajjo. What happened between them,
that Lajjo ended up alone with Buntu on the streets of Bombay,
afraid or unwilling to face Govind?
Will they be able to find Buntu? Can he survive the dangers
that surround him at every turn?
I think – hope, even – that Eagle’s DVD editing did the
story an injustice by ruining the flow somewhat. The second
half has some holes, and a seemingly pivotal role (that of
Govind’s friend Rajni) seems to have been deleted almost
entirely. Also, as I said earlier, a song has been cut – tragedy!
Hopefully one day I can see this in its intact form, because
even with this bit of butchering it deserves to be called a
classic.
Despite some very grim moments – I sobbed, to be honest
– it is amazing. The performances are wonderful: Rajesh is
great as the imperfect Govind, Indrani Mukherjee shines as the
ill-fated young mother, and I loved Inspector Naik. His was the
voice of conscience throughout, and thank goodness for it. But
little Master Bunty stole the film – and my heart – away.

Baby Buntu wanders alone in a harsh world

Rajesh Khanna & the luminous Indrani Mukherjee

Manvendra Chitnis (Inspector Naik, left) & Khanna

Master Bunty as the abandoned Buntu

Self-sacrificing Lajjo feeds her baby first
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Now dual markets drive ‘failure or success’ of Indian movies

By Rajiv Vijayakar
n the olden days, there was a common joke in the trade that
the producer of a flop film would say, “But my film is doing
super-hit business in Bihar!” But like the proverbial story of
‘crying wolf ’, there was occasionally some truth in a film doing
region-specific good business, like Dil Ka Rishta (2003) doing
well only in Gujarat, or some action thrillers performing well in
the Northern circuits. Singh Is Kinng (2008) and the recent Jug
Jugg Jeeyo also did well in Punjab, but did not impress elsewhere.
There was also the matter of local identification, as a gangland
film like Satya (1998) did well in the Mumbai circuit, but fared
disappointingly elsewhere.
However, there have been many films, especially in the
millennium, that have been flops in India but have performed
well abroad, especially in certain specific countries.
The latest film that is said to have achieved this is Laal
Singh Chaddha, which is a colossal disaster in India. Says
Yusuf Shaikh, Head, Feature Films Distribution, Acquisition
and IPR Management of Percept Pictures: “Laal Singh… has
become the highest-grossing Hindi film of 2022 overseas. It has
done a business of Rs 60 crore. But that is not a great amount,
especially by Aamir Khan’s film standards.” Trade analyst Taran
Adarsh agrees, saying: “The fact is that, even abroad, Laal Singh
Chaddha has underperformed.”
Secret Superstar (also produced by and starring Aamir Khan),
Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna, My Name Is Khan, RA.One, Dilwale,
Baabul, Jab Harry Met Sejal, Blue, Main Prem Ki Deewani
Hoon, and Tubelight are among the films that did good to great
business overseas after “tanking” in India.
What explains the difference between Indians back home and
NRIs when it comes to film reception? Says Shaikh: “There is
a captive audience waiting for Hindi films over there! They are
hungry for Indian cinema, and they also connect with certain
brands, like Yash Raj Films, Dharma Productions, Rajshri
Productions, and even Excel Entertainment. On weekends, the
audience would love to go watch the latest Hindi film, and they
prefer star-studded movies with songs and family values.”
Vinod Mirani, a senior trade analyst, refutes the claim and
says, “The Indian audiences abroad, come US, UK, Dubai or
anywhere, are straitjacketed by budgets. The pricing of tickets
overseas starts around $15. And there is a lot more to do there
— in Indian entertainment alone, there are shows as well. So

I

they will watch only movies that have a good buzz. Families have
many other things to do, starting even with good English films!”
Taran Adarsh also contradicts Shaikh’s claim of a “captive”
audience willing to lap up anything, and says, “Primarily, it is
content that matters – an action-oriented Dilwale will never do
as well as a Kabhi Alvida Na Kehna, for example. Then it is also
certain stars – all the Khans, Hrithik Roshan, Ranbir Kapoor
and Ranveer Singh, who are their
favourites. Akshay Kumar and Ajay
Devgn, however, are appreciated only
as per to their movies’ content, like
Good Newzz did brilliant business.”
But he does mention that the
audience there is what is known as
a “class” audience. “The subject of a
film like Kabhi Alvida... was rejected
by audiences in India. But over there,
the audience went for the content –
Aamir Khan’s Laal
they understood the look at marriages
and divorces. The same applies to My Name Is Khan and Secret
Superstar, which interestingly did brilliant business in China.
The audience there thus also looks beyond the typical Hindi
film, towards mature subjects.”
A senior trade analyst, on condition of anonymity, scoffs at
the collection figures, especially in China, of Secret Superstar,
dismissing them as “Aamir Khan’s PR machinery, because no
media or audience can check them even if they do have the
inclination. But I look only at actual figures.”
Adarsh, however, insists that the film did garner great success,
and did exceedingly well even in the US and Australia, to give
just two examples, despite underperforming in India.
This analyst maintains that the dull phase is also because the
novelty of a star has worn off. “When stars are seen everywhere
and are accessible even on a mobile phone, how can people
retain the desire to watch them. Earlier, everyone was interested
in their life, now all that is known!”
Shaikh notes that Yash Raj Films, Dharma Productions,
Rajshri Productions and Excel Entertainment “tailor most of
their films for a foreign audience”. Again, Adarsh denies this, and
explains, “Any banner cannot afford to alienate the huge Indian
market. Let me tell you that business done overseas, however
good – and with some films it is exceptional – cannot change
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the verdict on a film! The Indian business is what matters. Yes,
maybe some filmmakers experiment with certain themes that
our audiences don’t end up appreciating or identifying with, but
in the end, it is the Indian business that matters!”
In most cases, therefore, there is a confluence of thoughts
among viewers. “When 83 flopped over here, it underperformed
even overseas. But while Happy New Year was a “plus” (it
made nominal profits) film here, it did
much better overseas,” notes Adarsh.
He does accept that certain banners and
filmmakers have a branding there. But
again, it is about content. A film like
Gangubai Kathiawadi (dismissed by some
authorities as a flop in India in terms of
return on investment – the vital index all
through) was fabulous, especially because
of Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s branding.
In the olden days, Raj Kapoor was one
Singh Chaddha
filmmaker who had a ready audience
(after Awara) in Russia and was also known elsewhere. His films
like Jagte Raho (1956) and Mera Naam Joker (1970), which failed
miserably at home, did super business overseas, while his Indian
blockbusters Sangam, Bobby and Ram Teri Ganga Maili went on
to do epic business abroad. Shaikh points out, “I remember when
Rajesh Khanna’s superstardom ended, he still continued to be a
powerful force overseas for some years!”
In the final analysis, we come across certain indisputable
facts: (a.) 90 percent of Hindi films abroad are watched by the
Indian diaspora (Indians, Pakistanis and a few other South
Asians) alone. The markets for a global audience have still not
opened up; (b.) content rules, and family entertainment with
songs, dances, and stars are top priority. And yet, “class” content
like Kabhi Alvidaa Na Kehna or My Name Is Khan, which are
rejected outright in India, are also liked.
And (c.) certain stars and top filmmakers do have a branding
and higher appeal there. Still, an Aamir Khan can be rejected for
Laal Singh Chaddha after a good opening, and Shamshera can be
junked despite the Yash Raj Films-Ranbir Kapoor combination.
The biggest truth is that foreign business, in the final analysis,
cannot change the verdict on a film, business-wise. Ultimately,
there is just a quantitative difference. And, as always, a few
exceptions prove the rule!
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Kerr, Penfold, & Down back
in NZ squad for the WI tour

F

Jhulan Goswami

Goswami to exit international cricket at Lord’s

V

eteran Indian fast bowler Jhulan Goswami will retire
from international cricket at Lord’s, after the third and
final ODI of the tour of England on September 24.
She will leave the game as the highest wicket-taker in women’s
internationals, with 352 wickets across formats, ESPNcricinfo
reported last month.
Goswami is 39 years old. She was named in India’s squad
for the three ODIs in England late last month after missing the
preceding 50-over series in Sri Lanka in July. As ESPNcricinfo
reported, India’s the team management have spoken with
Goswami about looking to the future and building a pool of
young fast bowlers who can feature across formats.
Goswami last played for India during the ODI World Cup
in New Zealand in March this year. According to a Board of
Control for Cricket in India official, the board was keen on giving her a “proper farewell”. The official added, “Jhulan couldn’t
say goodbye on the field” after picking up a side strain ahead
of India’s final group game against South Africa. She has not
played T20Is since 2018, and played her last Test match in

October 2021.
Goswami was in line to tour Sri Lanka in July, but missed out
because of fitness issues. She regained full fitness in mid-July,
and was selected for the England tour following clearance from
the National Cricket Academy medical staff.
According to ESPNcricinfo, Goswami is keeping her options
open for the inaugural women’s IPL, which is scheduled for
March 2023. She is also in discussions with a men’s IPL team for
a mentoring role, and will be a player and mentor for the Bengal
women’s team for the upcoming domestic season.
Goswami began her international career as a 19-year old in
March 2002, and over the course of two decades played 12 Tests,
68 T20 internationals, and 201 ODIs. She holds the record for
the most wickets in ODIs, 252, and has featured in six 50-over
World Cups.
India play three T20Is in England on September 10,
September 13, and September 15, followed by three ODIs –
part of the ICC Women’s Championship – on September 18,
September 21, and on September 24.

ast bowlers Jess Kerr and Molly Penfold, along with batter Lauren Down, are back in the New Zealand squad
and are heading to West Indies for the tour starting
September 16.
According to ESPNcricinfo, the trio replaced bowlers
Claudia Green, Rosemary Mair, and wicketkeeper-batter Jessica
McFadyen from the squad that won the bronze medal at the
inaugural Commonwealth Games in Birmingham in July.
Kerr had withdrawn from the competition in Birmingham
due to a foot injury, while Down had taken time off to prioritise
her well-being.
“We’ve seen the success Jess has enjoyed on the international
stage in her career to date, and it has been encouraging to see
her working her way back from injury, and training with the
London Spirit over here in the Hundred in recent weeks,” said
Ben Sawyer, New Zealand head coach.
He added, “It is great to see Lauren return after taking some
personal time away from the game. She was flying with the
bat heading into the ODI World
Cup in New Zealand earlier this
year, only to be ruled out of
the tournament with that thumb
injury. So, we’re looking forward
to welcoming her back into the
environment.”
Penfold had made her international debut last year against
England, and was part of New
Zealand’s reserves for the World
Cup earlier this year.
Jess Kerr
“I first saw Molly bowling
when I was working with Australia at the ODI World Cup, and
remember telling them how good I thought she was just from
watching her practice,” said Sawyer. He was Australia’s fast bowling coach at the World Cup.
Additionally, “You could see she had all the natural attributes
for fast bowling, and I have been sent a few videos of her recent
progress – she seems to be going really well.”
Izzy Gaze, Georgia Plimmer, and Fran Jonas kept their
places in the squad, along with off spinner Eden Carson.
While Gaze was New Zealand’s preferred wicketkeeper at the
Commonwealth Games, Carson impressed in the two matches
she played, and Plimmer gave a glimpse of her attacking style
during her debut against Australia in the semi-final, where she
hit three fours in her 17-run knock.
New Zealand and West Indies play three ODIs – part of
the ICC Women’s Championship – followed by five T20Is. All
the games will be played at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium in
North Sound, Antigua. This is the first time New Zealand are
touring the Caribbean since 2014, when the hosts won the ODIs
4-0, while New Zealand won the T20Is 2-1.

Abu Dhabi to host Women’s
T20 World Cup Qualifier

Hardik Pandya

Pandya moves into top T20I allrounders’ rankings

A

n all-round performance by Hardik Pandya in India’s
opening game of the 2022 Asia Cup catapulted him
eight places up on the T20I allrounders’ rankings, the
momentum taking him to a career-best fifth position late last
month, ESPNcricinfo reported.
He was key in India’s five-wicket victory against Pakistan in
Dubai late last month. He hit the hard lengths consistently, taking 3 for 25 in his four overs to help India dismiss Pakistan for
147 in 19.5 overs.
He then led a tricky chase, hitting an unbeaten 33 off 17 balls
to take India to the finish with two balls to spare.
Hardik has had a successful year with both bat and ball. He
led Gujarat Titans to the title in their maiden season in the IPL,
and has taken his all-round form into international cricket as
well.
Since the end of IPL 2022, Hardik has played 14 T20Is, scoring 314 runs at an average of 34.88, and taken 11 wickets with
best figures of 4 for 33 against England. He also captained India
in three T20Is – two against Ireland, and one against West Indies
– and won all three matches.
“In bowling, my plans were pretty simple,” Hardik was quoted saying in Star Sports following the August 28 India-Pakistan
match.
“I always tell the same thing. It is just how I use it. I tell that
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it is important to… assess the situation and conditions, and use
your weapon, which I feel… hard lengths and hitting the length
are my strengths. But I make sure I use it very wisely, put some
doubt in the batters, and ask them to play the wrong shots,” he
added.
Speaking to his batting form, Hardik told Sky Sports, “In batting, over the years I have understood the calmer I can stay, it
is going to help me execute all the plans. Those executions, the
50-50 chances that I take, if I am calmer, it helps me to pull it
off. Chases like this, you always plan overs.”
There were also gains for Rashid Khan and Mujeeb Ur
Rahman in the T20I rankings for bowlers after Afghanistan
became the first team to qualify for the Super 4 stage of the Asia
Cup, ESPNcricinfo reported.
Rashid’s 3 for 22 against Bangladesh took him up two spots
over fellow wrist spinners Adil Rashid and Adam Zampa on the
list of T20I bowlers. Late last week he was at No 3, with only
Tabraiz Shamsi and Josh Hazlewood ahead.
Mujeeb is ranked ninth after moving up seven places having
taken five wickets in the first two games at the Asia Cup.
In the Test rankings, Ben Stokes’ efforts in England’s win
over South Africa in Manchester saw him move up in all three
rankings list. He was 18th in the Test rankings for batters, 38th
among bowlers, and second among allrounders.

A

bu Dhabi will host the Women’s T20 World Cup
Qualifier from September 18 to 25, ESPNcricinfo
reported late last month. The top two teams taking
part in the eight-team event will qualify for the 2023 Women’s
T20 World Cup, which will be held in South Africa.
The eight teams taking part in the Qualifier have reached
the tournament via different routes. Bangladesh and Thailand,
which took the two spots reserved for the bottom two teams
from the previous edition of the Women’s T20 World Cup in
2020, are also the highest-placed teams on the ICC Women’s
T20I rankings behind the eight automatic qualifiers for the
World Cup.
Scotland (Europe), Zimbabwe (Africa), UAE (Asia), and the
US (Americas) won their respective regional qualifiers, while
Papua New Guinea qualified as the highest-ranked team from
the East Asia Pacific region, since that regional qualifier had to
be scrapped due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Meanwhile, Ireland were the highest-ranked team from the
regional qualifiers to not win their respective tournament.
The teams have been divided into two groups, with
Bangladesh, Ireland, Scotland, and US in Group A, and
Thailand, Zimbabwe, PNG, and UAE in Group B. The top two
teams in each group will go through to the semi-finals, with
the winners of each semi-final progressing to the final and next
year’s World Cup.
All matches in the Qualifier will be played at the Abu Dhabi
Cricket & Sports Hub, which houses both the Sheikh Zayed
Stadium and the adjoining Tolerance Oval.
Hosts South Africa, as well as Australia, England, India, New
Zealand, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and West Indies, have all qualified automatically for the World Cup on the basis of their T20I
rankings.
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Virat Kohli returns to cricket following a burn-out break

Kohli opens up about being away from game

V

irat Kohli told the media last week he discovered he was
pushing himself to be more intense on the field than his
mind and body were allowing him to, which led to him
taking a break from the game, the online site, Cricbuzz reported
last week.
He has since returned, and is now playing in the Asia Cup,
which ends on September 11.
Cricbuzz reported Kohli’s comments, which were featured on
Star Sports, with the cricketer saying, “For the first time in ten
years, I hadn’t touched a bat for a month. I haven’t done that
ever in my life. That’s when I sat down and thought, ‘Hold on!’. I
came to the realisation I was trying to kind of fake my intensity
a bit recently, [saying], ‘I can do it. You’re competitive’.”
Kohli said he was trying to convince himself that he had the
intensity, despite “your body… telling you to stop; [that] your
mind [was] telling you to just take a break and step back”.
Additionally, “And it’s packed. I understand what [Ravi Shastri] has mentioned… about the volume of cricket, and how I’ve
played 40 or 50 percent more than anyone in the last ten years.
So, it’s very easy to ignore these things. You’re fit; you’re working
hard on yourself: ‘He’ll be fine’.”
Kohli remarked that he was looked upon as being “mentally
strong”.
He added, “I am; but everyone has a limit, and you need to
recognise that limit, otherwise things can get unhealthy for you.
So, this period actually taught me a lot of things that I was not
allowing to come to the surface. And when it came, I embraced
it.”
Keeping at a distance helped him get a better perspective on
things, he told Star Sports.

“There is much more to life than just your profession. And if
you’re engulfed in an atmosphere where people are judging you
only by your professional identity, somewhere you lose perspective as to who you are as a human being, so that I understood
during this time,” he said.
Kohli added, “I can’t be just this person. Yes, people love me,
and get inspired by me, but who am I at the core of my being? So,
these things I understood strongly. The love and support drive
me, but that cannot be the representation of who I am. The demands of the position cannot be the representation of who I am.”
Revealing his gratitude, he declared it was a “huge blessing”
to receive support and encouragement during that difficult time.
He added, “But you as a person should always know about
what you want, and you should be in a position to walk away
from things that your mind is not allowing you to do. The mind
feeds on negativity. And I’ve always been a guy who has followed
my heart.”
Kohli said it came to a point where he was not feeling the
same way about the game of cricket, which then pushed him into
taking an extended break.
“I was experiencing that I was not excited to play. I was not
excited to practice, and that really disturbed me. I thought this is
not who I am. I felt I just had to step out from that environment.
If you’re enclosed in that, [then] you’re not able to see. And if
you get some distance, you can see that this, and that, was happening.”
He noted that the break was re-invigorating. Kohli was away
for a month’s rest, during which he skipped India’s white-ball
tours of the West Indies and Zimbabwe. He returned to action at
the Asia Cup late last month.

Captain Hetmeyer plans to keep his eye on the ball

N

ew captain Shimron Hetmeyer is not letting the history
of Guyana Amazon Warriors almost copping the CPL
title cloud his focus with the tournament now under-

way.
GAW have made it to the knockouts in of all nine editions
of the CPL so far, but have never won the title. However, this
season could see them breaking the jinx, and perhaps clinching
their first trophy in front of a home crowd, the
online site ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Said Hetmyer: “I actually see it as a challenge, and I relish challenges. I want to really
perform and do the best for my team because
I know once I do half of my best or even my
best, we will get to a decent score more times
than not.”
He added, “So, it’s really for me to focus on
how I go about doing that, and how I go about
setting up an innings, and just being out in the
crease for as long as possible, and not thinking
too far ahead to the World Cup.”
The CPL is being played just about one
Shimron
month before the next edition of the T20
World Cup, which has raised the jeopardy for the players, ESPNcricinfo reported.
Hetmyer said he remains excited about playing and leading
the team.
“It’s something that I could learn a lot from, in terms of managing my innings, how to look after the team, and be a little bit
more of a team player than just trying to basically hit sixes and
fours. I’m trying to do as much as I can in terms of being the
captain, and trying to help out as much as I can, and just being
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there for the team.”
It his first taste of captaincy in the CPL, taking over from
Nicholas Pooran, who returned to his home franchise Trinbago
Knight Riders.
He is not unfamiliar with leadership roles. In 2016, Hetmyer
captained West Indies to the Under-19 World Cup title in Bangladesh. In 2021 while in the CPL he was appointed ‘batting director’ of Amazon Warriors as part of the franchise’s plan to give younger players additional
responsibility.
“[The Under-19 captaincy experience] will
help quite a lot; 2016 was quite a while ago,”
Hetmyer said.
However, he added, “…I guess from then
it has helped me in some way because now I
know I’d have done it before, and just need to
tap into that knowledge to find a way to get
stuff done, and to find a way to actually cross
the line more times than not.”
Hetmyer said he remains open to taking
recommendations from the other members in
Hetmeyer
the squad.
“A lot of guys are actually experienced, and it helps in terms
of field placement, see where the guys are, and move them into
specific angles and stuff like that,” he said.
Additionally, “[Keemo Paul] is a friend of mine who helps
me as well, as [Romario Shepherd and Colin Ingram]. Basically,
the entire team will come over to me, and actually lend some
advice in terms of what they’re thinking, and even the bowlers
will come and try to basically pick my brain, in terms of what I
would want them to do, which is really nice.”

Thursday, September 8, 2022
Asia Cup 2022
TBC vs TBC, Super Four, Match 5 (A1 v B2),
Dubai International Cricket Stadium, 6:00 PM
New Zealand tour of Australia, 2022
Australia vs New Zealand, 2nd ODI, Cazaly's
Stadium, Cairns, 2:20 PM
South Africa tour of England, 2022
England vs South Africa, 3rd Test, Day 1,
Kennington Oval, London, 11:00 AM
Friday September 9, 2022
Asia Cup 2022
TBC vs TBC, Super Four, Match 6 (B1 v A2),
Dubai International Cricket Stadium 6:00 PM
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier A 2022
Samoa vs Cook Islands, 2nd Match,
Independence Park, Port Vila, 1:30 PM
Vanuatu vs Fiji, 1st Match, Independence Park,
Port Vila, 9:30 AM
England vs South Africa, 3rd Test, Day 2,
Kennington Oval, London, 11:00 AM
Saturday September 10, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier A 2022
Fiji vs Cook Islands, 3rd Match, Independence
Park, Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Saturday September 10, 2022
Fiji vs Cook Islands, 3rd Match, Independence
Park, Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Vanuatu vs Samoa, 4th Match, Independence
Park, 1:30 PM
England vs South Africa, 3rd Test, Day 3,
Kennington Oval, London, 11:00 AM
Sunday September 11, 2022
TBC vs TBC, Final, Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, 6:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Papua New Guinea vs US, 1st Match, Amini
Park, Port Moresby, 10:00 AM
Australia vs New Zealand, 3rd ODI, Cazaly’s
Stadium, Cairns, 02:20 PM
England vs South Africa, 3rd Test, Day 4,
Kennington Oval, London, 11:00 AM
Fiji vs Samoa, 6th Match, Independence Park,
Port Vila, 1:30 PM
Vanuatu vs Cook Islands, 5th Match,
Independence Park, Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Monday September 12, 2022
England vs South Africa, 3rd Test, Day 5,
Kennington Oval, London, 11:00 AM
Tuesday September 13, 2022
Vanuatu vs Fiji, 8th Match, Independence Park,
Port Vila, 1:30 PM
Cook Islands vs Samoa, 7th Match,
Independence Park, Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Papua New Guinea vs United States, 2nd
Match, Amini Park, Port Moresby, 10:00 AM
Wednesday September 14, 2022
Vanuatu vs Samoa, 9th Match, Independence
Park, Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Cook Islands vs Fiji, 10th Match, Independence
Park, Port Vila, 1:30 PM
Vanuatu vs Samoa, 9th Match, Independence
Park, Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Thursday September 15, 2022
Samoa vs Fiji, 11th Match, Independence Park,
Port Vila, 9:30 AM
Vanuatu vs Cook Islands, 12th Match,
Independence Park, Port Vila, 1:30 PM
Namibia vs United States, 3rd Match, Amini
Park, Port Moresby, 10:00 AM
Saturday September 17, 2022
US vs Namibia, 4th Match, Amini Park, Port
Moresby, 10:00 AM
Monday September 19, 2022
Papua New Guinea vs Namibia, 5th Match,
Amini Park, Port Moresby, 10:00 AM
Tuesday September 20, 2022
India vs Australia, 1st T20I, Punjab Cricket
Association IS Bindra Stadium, Mohali, 7:30 PM
Pakistan vs England, 1st T20I, National
Stadium, Karachi, 7:30 PM
Wednesday September 21, 2022
Papua New Guinea vs Namibia, 6th Match,
Amini Park, Port Moresby, 10:00 AM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

SO

LD

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

Oshawa For Sale $799,990

FOR SALE HALIBURTON $619,999
Welcome to one of
highlands east, fully
renovated (2010)
three bedrooms allseason cottage with
one full washroom,
open concept
dining/kitchen, &
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps.
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing.
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

For Sale Toronto $999,999

$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke
CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

TAB

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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 eeton Village is a new townhouse Beeton Village
B
& single family home dev. by
Flato Developments Inc now in
pre-construction at 6491 8 Line,
New Tecumseth. It has a total of
135 units from 1620 to 3187 sq ft &
offers more than a quiet getaway:
a hometown feeling you have to
experience for yourself. All built
with a level of craftsmanship &
consistency that you’ve come to expect from FLATO®
Developments. Here, signature country living melds
seamlessly with carefully laid out floorplans to create
a community that is both sophisticated & convenient,
modern yet respectful of Beeton’s heritage.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

437-235-7599

Location! Location! Location!
Fully reno. 3+1 bdrms, 2 full
bthrm (+1 half bthrm) in family
friendly neighbourhood in the
lakeview area of Oshawa. Main
flr has: hardwood floors thruout, open concept w/upgraded
ktchn w/ large eat-in island,
granite countertops & all new S/S appls (2022). Open
concept lvngrm flows seamlessly to private backyard w/
deck. Bsmt has engineered laminated flooring thru-out, large
open concept lvng/rec. area, bdrm w/ private ensuite (2022),
sep. laundry area w/brand new washer & dryer (2022).
Upper flr has 3 large-sized bdrms w/full bath (2022), close
to all amenities; walking distance to schools, parks, trails &
shopping. Short drive to the beach. Don't miss opportunity to
own one of the few detached homes in this neighbourhood.
Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms
+ 1 full bathroom, large family
size eat-in kitchen, lower level
features 2 large bedrooms
with upgraded floors + 1
full bathroom. Side entrance
SOLD OVER
allows for great rental
potential. Basement has loads
ASKING
PRICE
of potential with rough-in for
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc,
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see!
Shows true pride of ownership!

For Sale

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.

indocaribbeanworld.com | september 7, 2022

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

