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Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO
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Covid-19 Update

Mask law in T&T,
curfew in Guyana

Imdadul Islamic Centre in the new normal at Friday prayer

Imdadul reaches out to crisis-hit Lebanon

I

n response to the devastation triggered by the August 4 explosion in Lebanon, the Imdadul Islamic Centre raised $5,000 to help with infrastructure reconstruction and with the humanitarian crisis that followed. The
funds were donated by community members, and was handed over to the
International Development Relief Fund following Friday Salaat. On hand for
the handover were IDRF representatives Obaid Ullah and Hanif Shaikh, who
graciously matched the Imdadul Islamic Centre’s $5,000 donation. The gesture
by the Imdadul Islamic Centre came out of its historical commitment to give
support and show solidarity to global epicentres in times of crisis. In the past,
the Centre has reached out during global humanitarian upheavals, such as in
Rohingya, and has also assisted with infrastructural development as constructing fresh-water wells in locations in India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

ExxonMobil needs Guyana - Janki

Weakened company not taking its investments elsewhere
Georgetown – US multinational ExxonMobil needs GuyPPP/C must delay Payara, insist on
ana, and comments by its Guyana head Alistair Routledge
renegotiation - Dr Jerry Jailall, Page 8
that the company will take its investment elsewhere is “utter rubbish”, international and environmental lawyer Melinda that are completely owned and controlled by Native interests.
Said Janki: “Guyana is a sovereign state. We are a sovereign
Janki said earlier this week.
It has not been easy for ExxonMobil in the last five years. people. We control our resources. ExxonMobil, on the other,
The company has been feeling additional negative ripples in hand can’t produce oil safely, won’t obey the Environmental
the oil industry caused by Covid-19, and with this, the ongo- Protection Agency, and has shown total disrespect for the state
and for the people of Guyana. The government
ing backlash over how its products contribute
must shut them down and start over.”
to climate change.
Additionally, “Under our Constitution, and
Also, CNN Business has reported the comin a true democracy, sovereignty rests with the
pany had (US) $184 billion wiped off its marpeople. The government exercises that sovket valuation since its 2014 peak, and late last
ereignty on our behalf. The Guyanese people
month, it was removed from the Dow Jones
have raised very serious and fundamental
Industrial Average. Its share price has fallen
questions about what this grossly exploitative
from $95 to $40 in four years.
[Stabroek Block] deal means for our resources,
The cumulative effect of all these negaand the future of this country. Exxon needs to
tives assailing ExxonMobil means Routledge’s
provide answers.”
comment, that it can take its investment elseJanki said the oil company desperately
where if the Payara Field Development Plan
needs approval for the Payara project. It is
continues to encounter government resisExxonMobil that needs Guyana, and not the
tance, is “utter rubbish”, Janki declared. She
Melinda Janki
other way around, she declared.
maintained, given the economic evidence,
Meanwhile, Kaieteur News reported earlier
that ExxonMobil is financially weak, and desperately needs
this week on contextual advice from University of Houston inGuyana to improve its standing.
Janki is an international human rights and environmen- structor, Tom Mitro, that would be instructive to governments
tal lawyer. She has drafted legislation to recognise and pro- negotiating with sophisticated International Oil Companies.
tect Amerindian collective rights to land in Guyana, and has Mitro was commenting in a 2019 interview with the Columbia
helped the Wai Wai people set up pioneering protected areas
See Page: 10 Holistic approach
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Port-of-Spain – Nationals in Trinidad and Tobago woke up on Monday to
new legislation mandating the wearing
of masks while out in public.
The law makes no exceptions, and
applies to anyone eight years and older.
It means a child who is eight years, or
anyone older not wearing a mask, if
apprehended by police would be fined
(TT) $1,000, the fixed penalty for a first
offence.
The new mask law also means nationals outside for a jog, or in a public
place for any fitness activity, must wear
a mask. The requirement also applies to
all public servants and law enforcement
officers.
“Every single person, from Her Excellency the President, right down to all
of us, have to wear masks in public, that
includes all of our protective services,”
Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi said
on Monday.
The government’s draconian move
See Page10: Guyana, T&T

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$1,050,000

$1,050,000

Rewarding Home

Newly-Built Beauty

Spacious home in prestigious Castlemore, with 4
bedrooms, 5 washrooms, and a finished basement. Impressive layout with double door entry, 9
feet ceiling, hardwood floors, and fireplace. Neat
bargain!

Be the first to move into this futuristic home with 4
bedrooms, 4 washrooms, 9’ ceiling, open concept
living and dining room, gourmet kitchen with centre
island, quartz counters and hardwood floors. This is
only one of 20 homes of its kind in the GTA.

$979,900

$949,000
A Symphony In Every Room

It’s An Impressive Home

Grand dble door entry to open/cpt foyer & living
room with 20’ ceiling. A mn flr office, fam. room
with firepl. & large open/cpt kitch. & private dining
area. 4 bdrms with 3 full wshrms on the upper level
& the bsmt is nicely finished, all open/cpt with furnace located to the corner. It’s yours to discover.

Here is a beautiful home with tiled front porch
and marble rails. Features a double car garage,
enclosed patio, 20 feet ceilings, open concept
design, family room with gas fireplace, modern
kitchen with granite counter, 4 bedrooms and a
finished basement apartment. Clean as a whistle!

$539,900

$679,900

L-Large

Affordable & Astounding

Premium corner suite with 3 bedrms, master bdrm
with full ensuite and walk-in closet. There is an
open concept living room leading to a large open
balcony & a lovely view of the city. Impressive
condo with ensuite laundry and private parking.

$739,900
12% Return on Investment
Prime location across Humber College in North
Etobicoke. This lovely home is currently rented and
brings in $3,000 monthly. With 20% down, the
carrying cost is about $1,500 monthly, giving a
great Return on Investment.
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Ftrs 4 bdrms and 3 bths on upper flr. Mn flr ftrs
9’ ceiling, laundry rm, open concept living rm, a
formal dining rm, upgraded gourmet kitchen & a
fam. rm with gas fp. Impressive dbl car garage.
Nature lovers delight with pond across the street.
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$679,900
Ripe For A Deal
We invite you to inspect. Features 4 bdrms and
3 baths on the up/flr. The mn flr features 9 feet
ceiling, main flr laundry rm, open/cpt living rm,
a formal dining rm, gourmet upgraded kitchen,
& a family rm with gas fpl. An open unobstructed
basement with the frn to the corner. Smart Buy!
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Ottawa extends CERB, EI benefits

C

anada Emergency Response Benefit, the $2,000 a month
benefit launched as a response to the Covid-19 pandemic, was set to wind down at the end of August, but
has been extended for an additional four weeks, for a total of 28
weeks.
The announcement was made on August 20 by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance, Chrystia Freeland, and the
Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion, Carla
Qualtrough.
In addition, the
ministers also announced an expansion
of the Employment Insurance program and
new income support
benefits to help support
Canadians.
As of the date of the
Chrystia Freeland
announcement, Ottawa
has received 8.58 million applications for CERB and has paid out
$68.46 billion.
“At the beginning of this crisis our government promised it
would do whatever it takes to support Canadian workers and
to support Canadian businesses. That is what we’re doing today
and what we promise to continue to do,” said Freeland, during a
news conference.
Qualtrough also announced three new benefits for people
who wouldn’t qualify for EI.
The Canada Recovery Benefit for self-employed workers and
other workers not eligible for EI will get $400 per week. But they
will have to repay 50 cents on every dollar earned above $38,000.
The Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit for eligible Canadians who are unable to work because they need to care for a
child, family member, or dependent will be $500 per week. The
benefit only applies in cases where care centres, schools, or day
care have been shut down. For example, anyone keeping their
kids home voluntarily will have to provide medical evidence for
why they cannot attend.
Both are available for 26 weeks over a one year period.

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

The Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit is for those who are
sick themselves, or who have to self-isolate because of Covid-19,
and pays out $500 a week. It will be available for two one-week
periods over the year.
Qualtrough says the new measures will cost around $37 billion. She also says recent labour market reports show Canadians
would rather work than live off of benefits.
“When jobs are available Canadians will take
them because they want
to work and provide for
their families,” she said,
during the news conference.
Legislation related
to the programs will be
introduced in the first
week of the return to
parliament, which is
prorogued until September 23. The federal
Carla Qualtrough
government is targeting October for applications to open for the new programs and
three to five days for money to go out.
Ottawa expects most of the people claiming CERB will automatically be switched over to the EI once the program ends.
The transition to EI starts on September 27, and everyone
who qualifies will get at least $400 a week. There will also be
more flexibility around having enough hours worked to qualify.
Applicants will have to show they worked 120 hours over the
past 52 weeks.
The government will also freeze the EI insurance premium
rates for two years, so Canadian workers and businesses will not
face immediate increases to costs and payroll deductions due to
the additional expenses resulting from the pandemic.
“Canadians have shown tremendous strength in the face of
the Covid-19 pandemic. As we begin to safely reopen our economies and businesses, our government is committed to supporting Canadians. We are helping businesses and workers get back
on their feet, while making sure Canadians have the income
supports they need. Together, we will get through this, and build
a stronger Canada,” Freeland said.

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Govt eases policy for visitors to access work permits

C

anada’s Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizen- gardless of the reasons for their extended stays in Canada, these
ship Marco Mendicino announced a new temporary visitors have found themselves in a dilemma: it is unsafe to travel
policy on August 24, 2020, that will allow visitors cur- during a global pandemic and it is uncertain if and when they
rently in Canada to apply for
could return to Canada due
employer-specific work perto international travel restricVictor Ing is a lawyer of Sas &
mits without having to leave
tions, but they also cannot reIng Immigration Law Centre.
the country. This temporary
main indefinitely in Canada
He provides a full range of
policy takes effect immediately
without the legal right to work.
immigration services.
until further notice and is inThe Minister’s announcetended to get visitors with job
ment is a game-changer that
offers working as soon as possible for the Canadian employers will allow visitors with qualifying job offers from Canadian emwho need them.
ployers to apply for work permits without having to leave the
Although it is not common knowledge, there are many types country or attempt to flagpole during this uncertain period. This
of immigration permits that cannot be iswill benefit both workers and employers who
sued to a person who applies for it while they
are struggling to recover from the economic
are inside Canada. Among these are open
downturn caused by the pandemic.
working holiday permits and even closed,
To take advantage of the new temporary
employer-specific work permits if the applipublic policy, in-Canada applicants must
cant is in Canada as a visitor. Under normal
have arrived in Canada before August 24,
circumstances, these applicants would be
2020, and must hold valid visitor status. In
able to apply for work permits while they
addition, they must possess a qualifying job
were inside Canada, but they would only be
offer, which means that the employer making
issued the work permit after leaving Canada
the job offer must have obtained an LMIA or
and returning to a Canadian port of entry.
qualify for an exemption from needing one.
Alternatively, many applicants choose to
Visitors who previously held work per‘flagpole’, which is immigration jargon that
mits within the past 12 months will benefit
refers to a person who crosses the Canadasignificantly from the new temporary pubUS border only to turn around immediately
lic policy because they will also be allowed
Marco Mendicino
to apply for a permit. However, due to Coto begin working after submitting their new
vid-19, this common immigration strategy is no longer viable.
work permit applications. However, these applicants must write
Covid-19 has turned the immigration world on its head. Be- directly to the Department of Immigration, Refugees and Cititween the Canada-US border closure, the imposition of travel zenship Canada to request authorisation to work before receivrestrictions on incoming air travellers, and the cancellation of ing their permits, and it will take approximately six weeks for
numerous international flights, many visitors have been strand- that authorisation to be granted.
ed in Canada and had to unexpectedly extend their stays. FurAs an immigration lawyer, it is extremely encouraging to see
thermore, many foreign workers have lost their worker status that the Minister is responding to the challenges of the day and
and have had to switch to visitor status.
creating new temporary public policies to address them. HowOver the past few months, as an immigration lawyer, I have ever, these announcements will only be meaningful if there are
heard many stories from former workers who lost their ability sufficient resources available to process these applications in a
to work because they were expecting to qualify for permanent timely fashion – it will be a small consolation to visitors to be
residence before their work permits expired or were expecting granted the right to apply for work permits while inside Canada
their employers to obtain Labour Market Impact Assessments if it will take four months or longer to process the applications,
to get new work permits. However, layoffs and well-documented which was the standard processing time for work permits even
delays in immigration processing have derailed those plans. Re- before Covid-19.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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RE/MAX Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

“With over 20 years of experience serving the
community, I will also help you achieve your
dream of home ownership!”

Experienced Family and Real Estate Lawyer s

CRIMINAL LAW
• Impaired Driving
• Robbery
• Fraud
• Theft
• Assault

Why Rent When You Can Own!
Purchase Your Home in 90 Days

Call VEDA LALL

IMMIGRATION LAW

• Bail Hearings
• Mischief
• Weapons Offences
• Drug Offences
• Young Offenders

• Spousal Sponsorships
• Family Class Applications
• Self-Sponsorships
• Detention Reviews

• Admissibility Hearings
• Appeals
• Citizenship Applications
• Citizenship Appeals

Tel: (416) 234-1446 • Fax: (416) 234-0154
8 Beamish Dr ive, Tor onto, ON M9B 3P3 (Near Kipling Subwa y Station)
www.kissoonlaw.ca • dkissoon@bellnet.ca

416-419-2140

vedas@remax.net • vedahomes.com

Most Productive Agent in Canada!

885 Progress Ave, #209, Scarborough, ON M1H 3G3 • Office: 416-289-3333 • Fax: 416-289-4535

The Indelible Red Stain

Unparalleled
Mortgage Financing Skills

By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

(Lic. #11815)

Refinance, Bruised Credit, Purchase,
First Time Buyers, New to Canada,
2nd & Private Mortgages, & Much More!

www.verenamortgages.com
Veda Lall Owner/Broker
(Lic. #M09001183)

416-419-2140
885 Progress Ave, Unit 315, Scarborough,
Ontario M1H 3G3

Office. 416-289-1383
Fax. 416-289-4535 | 416-431-7447
vedas@rogers.com

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

I

Election probe

t is apparent that GECOM’s Returning Officer, Clairmont Mingo, miscounted yet again, and consequently
spent five days in police custody, rather than the three
he initially counted on. Mingo, and several members of his
electoral cohort, were taken into custody early last week as
Guyana’s police continues with its investigations into allegations of electoral fraud.
Mingo was arraigned before the Guyana courts on
Monday. He is accused of attempting to alter the results
of the March 2 General and Regional Elections in favour
of the APNU+AFC coalition, by using concocted figures
during his tabulation of votes for Region Four, Guyana’s
largest voting district.
Along with Mingo, PNCR Chairperson Volda Lawrence is accused of forging official electoral documents
in an attempt to defraud the electorate. She was arraigned
last week Monday, and placed on (Guy) $100,000 bail by
Chief Magistrate Ann McLennon.
Also being investigated are three of Mingo’s assistants,
Sheffern February, Michelle Miller, and Carolyn Mikhaik
Duncan; GECOM’s IT officer, Enrique Livan, is also in the
police lineup. Also, Chief Election Officer Keith Lowenfield is the subject of a similar police probe.
According to the reports out of Georgetown, Mingo,
and the others, have questions to answer from the authorities regarding allegations of several electoral offences,
among these being the falsification of documents, uttering
forged documents, conspiracy to commit fraud, and misconduct in public office.
The charges against Mingo and Lawrence, and the ongoing probe into the supporting cast, are significant forward steps towards understanding what transpired during
the election count, followed by an agonising recount, that
led to a five-month delay in the declaration of results. The
significant accusation that certainly needs to be fully explored in the courts is that Mingo, and others, attempted
to rig the elections in favour of the former incumbent
APNU+AFC coalition.
It is also important that the courts, having explored
what went wrong in Region 4 and elsewhere, ensure that
measures are put in place to prevent a recurrence.
There must not be a repeat of what was a reign of electoral terror by a group of individuals intent on rigging
and stealing the March 2 elections. For five long months
Guyana’s nationals lived in distress, consumed by a fever
of anxiety, fearful they were being disenfranchised by a
group intent on falsifying the voting data, and attempting
to illegitimately ascend to power using the judicial system,
of all things.
Whatever the outcome of the courts in the cases of
Mingo and his peers, should there be guilty verdicts, then
it is paramount that the full weight of the law bear down
on all the accused. Guyana’s courts must act decisively,
within the full measure of the law, to ensure a precedent
be set to deter those in the future who harbour thoughts of
mass disenfranchisement, and who continue to remain inimical to Guyana’s democracy, and the voice of its people.
We also support the call coming out of Georgetown
that the police probe into the election irregularities reach
further and deeper, to discover and make accountable the
architects, who behind the scenes, were directing its players on stage.
Such a call was made last week by Kit Nascimento, an
observer with the Private Sector Commission. According
to Nascimento, the police investigation “must go much
deeper and much further”. He added: “[There] were obviously people in charge of what Mingo was seen to be doing. All the way to the very top… I think it will be wrong
and unfair, and it is inadequate if a thorough investigation
were not to take place, which should pursue the authors,
the managers of what Mingo did…”
We amplify the call being made by Nascimento and
others, that investigators follow the serpentine trail leading to the head – the venomous source that sought to poison Guyana’s democracy, and deny tens of thousands of
nationals their legitimate, electoral voice.
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Masque Murder by Trump

T

homas Jefferson’s bones must be rattling in his grave, disturbed by the audience at the Republican National Convention in Washington, DC and Fort McHenry, nearly
all bare-faced and sitting cosily together, when he himself in life
had observed medically-advised masking and distancing during
the 1793 Yellow Fever epidemic in Philadelphia, a century before a Cuban correctly proposed its mode of spread.
Listening last week to Convention speakers, I thought I was
in heaven, hailing a new Messiah, a Saint who had
worked many miracles: moved the US embassy
to Jerusalem; brought peace to the Middle East,
after millennia of intractable conflict that neither
Jesus Christ nor Mohamed had ended; side-lined
the Covid-19 virus; restored law and order locally; eliminated poverty; and made America great
again, ready for his messianic rule for four more years!
One by one the speechmakers – dominated by besotted family and fawning partisans, strident ladies with Spanish names,
a few Black acolytes: lawyers, and two ‘lifers’ pardoned for the
occasion, punctuated by a few new citizens – sumptuously described a parallel world, another Earth, such as imagined by fiction writers from ages past, or scripted in Hollywood: a world
overflowing with honey and milk, and drenched in torrents of
manna that Hurricane Laura dropped on Gulf states; a world of
no disease, though Mrs Trump, fearsome in her fascist jacket,
did regret the loss of lives recently; a society peaceful and contented, racially harmoniou s, a bastion of peace, law and order;
and the Presidency the best ever, unlike the ‘foreigner’ Obama’s.
Why then would anyone surrender this utopia to be destroyed
by an old has-been (Biden is just four years older than Trump)?
Switching to reality, we note nearly 26 million Covid-19 cases
worldwide, six-plus million in Trump’s US, with 190 million
deaths, which this messiah had dismissed as minor last February. US streets teem with protesters, police killing, or harassing Blacks, one recently shot seven times in the back, while a
Trump-loving teenager with guns killed two, injured one. No
speaker, not even Trump’s Blacks mentioned them! They called
the protesting crowds thugs, striking athletes spoiled, and pretending to be fed-up with the killings and inaction by leaders,
both sports corporations and ruling politicians.
Athletes in Wisconsin opted to boycott their sport, at personal loss, a new Satyagraha, a century after Gandhi’s. Peaceful

protesters need luck: not for them a taste of heavenly manna that
Trump’s family enjoy in their penthouses; not for them the simplest pleasure in his vaunted “greatest country the world has ever
known”, as if the world is Trump’s backyard, where hyperbole is
regular speech!
Not for them a relief from oppression and lack of opportunity, even basic education, the hopelessness afflicting over 12
percent of Americans (and that before Covid-19), who cannot
comprehend how 12 Americans can own ONE
TRILLION dollars of wealth, while it takes nearly
67 million at minimum wage, ($15,000 p.a., twelfth
Mohan
Ragbeer in world ranking) to earn that!
How can they believe in a financial genius with
so many business failures, including six bankruptcies, each one at great loss to thousands of creditors, while NY attorneys probe his affairs? He has recorded over
20,000 lies in office, a world championship performance fit for
the Guinness Book of Records for Telling Lies.
Meanwhile, America has the world’s most expensive education and health care; yet it stands 35th in basic math among
OECD countries, and is surpassed by Cuba in health indices and
response speed in world crises, even offering help to the US after
Hurricane Maria had destroyed Puerto Rico in 2017.
Trump claims the US has “the best ever economy in history”!
No one can contest the primacy of the US in military extravagance, racial profiling, international bullying, and hate dissemination (currently targetting China, which gets blamed for
everything, sometimes appropriately). The brusque behaviour
of Chinese officials, businessmen, and private citizens does not
help China’s image; it is flawed, though one must admire its improvement of citizen welfare over the last 40 years.
August 28 was the 57th anniversary of M.L. King’s “I have a
dream” speech, and the Civil Rights march on Washington. This
was Trump’s dream speech, describing the horror awaiting the
nation under Biden.
The show was pure Hollywood, and the set extended to the
use of the White House for some scenes (citizenship, pardon),
clearly an abuse of that structure; like using Trump Tower as a
brothel, or the Eiffel Tower as a gallows. A radio commentator
charged that large numbers of people, young and old, do not
know where to register, and how to vote. Little has changed in
57 years.

Healthy mix of ‘chokha’ and forbidden fruit

A

recent discussion about the origin of the humble
‘chokha’ took me to a well-known Caribbean dictionary, where I went seeking a source to cite a sauce, so to

speak.
Actually, my research made me lift a quizzical eyebrow. It
seems the ‘chokha’ has worked its way across the centuries from
the margins of Indentured cuisine, to today reside
among the more palatial spreads of mainstream
Romeo
Caribbean cooking.
Kaseram
According to Lise Winer’s Dictionary of the
English/Creole of Trinidad and Tobago: On Historical Principles,
Principles, ‘choka’, or ‘chokha’, which is a
noun, is a dish of mashed vegetables, especially ‘baigan’ (egg
plant or melongene), usually roasted or boiled, then flavoured
with at least salt and pepper. It is also prepared using shredded
saltfish, or smoked herring. Winer also gives an etymological
insight, telling us its origin is Bhangika, either Hinduism or Sanskrit, “chokha” meaning “boiled potato or vegetable, cooked and
crushed into small pieces”.
In fact, Winer goes on to give us quite a mouthful, with a
hand a bit too heavy on the pepper for my personal liking, in
the quote from Peter Pariag’s 1975 paper, The Eating Habits of
Lower Class East Indians in Trinidad.
Trinidad. Accordingly, “In the majority of cases, the ‘chokha’ is made from roasted vegetables. The
commonest ‘chokha’ found in the three areas were made from
tomatoes, melongene, salt fish and smoke herring. A ‘chokha’
was also made from boiled potatoes, or eddoes or yams… from
Calcutta pepper and from ochroes… roasted in the fireside or
chulha. The burnt outer layers are removed and the remaining
part mashed with the fingers. To this salt, pepper, onion, garlic
and hot oil are added and then mixed thoroughly.”
Apart from the time-and-place contextual classism in the title
of Pariag’s writing, the description of the now elevated ‘chokha’
is accurate enough to start a tantalising recipe. Of course, it lacks
subtlety and flavour, but the description is at least worthy of its
grain of salt.
Now one of my early takeaways involving ‘chokha’ is to recall
ongoing mishaps with competing and defending insects during
my predatory assaults on cashew, plums, and mango trees.
It always seemed the ripest, juiciest fruits remained beyond
my tiny fingers, and I was fiercely confronted by wasps inhabiting a guardhouse nest formidable in size as a soccer ball, or patrolled by ants marching in military formation, ready to engage
its infantry with any intruder’s flip-flops and unprotected toes.

It meant capturing one of these fruits as a prize following an
assault on a mango tree, or the cashew tree on the top of the
hill, or the laden plum tree, was always accompanied with bodily
harm. The plum tree, for example, was a constant site of warfare, punctuated with ants that paused like commas to get their
bearings, before charging up the legs of pants like pointed, exclamation marks. To snatch away the prize of a ripe
cashew, for example, was to flee for dear life while
being buzzed by a squadron of wasps.
But to clear the threshold where the wasps ran
out of steam, or with the ants being called away to
harass a new intruder, meant having a purloined
fruit well in hand. It was here where I then deployed the lived
experiences of watching my grandmother assess her vegetables
that invariably went into making her vast array of ‘chokhas’, and
which were an every-day accompaniment, if not a main course,
with our evening dinners.
Now it was said among admiring family members that my
grandmother was so versatile in the kitchen that she could curry
a dried-out stick. Also, put a vegetable of any size, shape, and
flavour into her creative hands, and right away she would heft,
toss, and even hold it against her face. In the next few minutes,
she was well on the way to creating a gourmet ‘chokha’, to the accompaniment of the entire family sneezing, coughing, and rubbing watery eyes due to her crisping hot peppers in the garlicflavoured oil.
My lived experiences with evaluating purloined fruit came
from watching my grandmother assess tomatoes, gently squeezing each for firmness in her cupped hands; or tapping large eddoes, each as shaggy as a brown dog’s ear, with the crooked back
of a forefinger; or her rejection of a potato with a negative shake
of the head, after not seeing eye-to-eye with its sprouts.
As my grandmother assessed the ‘chokhaness’ of her potential ingredients for roasting, crushing, and flavouring with hot
oil infused with garlic and spicy peppers, so too did I evaluate
my purloined fruit. What I witnessed in the sooty climate of our
cooking was taken outside into my emerging new world, as I
transferred direct knowledge from the kitchen to the fields.
Try as I do in my later years, there is no replicating sinking
one’s teeth into a freshly-purloined fruit acquired with a daring
escape from wasps by, so to speak, the skin of the teeth. But put
a concoction of my grandmother’s ‘baigan-chokha’ before me,
and right away my eyes begin to water, and this is not from the
crisped, hot peppers.
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Inclusive governance, community empowerment key to Guyana’s success
Dear Editor:
In dealing with the multitude of social and
economic ills, and the seemingly deep state
corruption left behind by coalition supporters,
the PPP/Civic has a daunting task ahead.
President Irfaan Ali, Vice-President Bharrat
Jagdeo and Prime Minister Mark Phillips all
pledged to govern with transparency and accountability. Transparency is a necessary step
towards weeding out potential corruption
in the political system, particularly as Guyanese seek to harvest the benefits of what Clem
Seecharan in a forthcoming book on Cheddi
Jagan refers to as “Oil Dorado”.
The expectation is that the PPP/Civic, now
given new life, and a unique opportunity for reinventing and reimagining Guyana, can avoid
the previous pitfalls and fundamental mistakes
of good governance, and focus on developing a
robust economy. The bar for performance assessment must surpass that of all previous administrations.
Despite the promise of becoming the “Dubai
of the Caribbean”, Guyana’s economy remains,
euphemistically, a “donkey cart economy”, still
in dire straits after five years of APNU+AFC
mismanagement and misrule.

The Bank of Guyana has reported that from incremental increase in all of Guyana’s popuConcurrently, the PPP/Civic must acknowlMay 2015 to May 2020, Gold reserves dipped lation in the future, particularly in life expec- edge that the coercive institutions of the State
from $15 billion to $715 million, and the Con- tancy and the rate of literacy.
have remained in the hands of primarily one
In this moment of economic regeneration, ethnic group following the militarisation and
tingency Fund was reduced from $4 billion to
$2.3 billion while the general reserve and pub- PPP leaders should consider two things.
party paramountcy of Forbes Burnham. This
One, while PNC’s (and imbalance must be addressed to reflect Guylic deposits, both in the red,
the coalition’s) terms in of- ana’s changing demographics. It was a paradropped from $6 billion to
fice have extended beyond mount reason behind the coalition leader’s renegative $290 million, and
the stipulated constitutional fusal to concede defeat on March 3.
$4.8 billion to negative $88.6
duration, some PPP terms
billion respectively.
The GDF was never tested in the 2020 elecin office were forcefully tion because there was no Rodney-like opposiAccording to the 2017
cut short by street protests, tion against the illegal Granger occupation and
Human Development Index
violence and destruction of the Western powers met with Guyana’s military
(HDI), Guyana was placed at
0.670 (out of 1), with an avpublic property. Unques- leaders to ensure they would remain in the bartionably, the national dis- racks.
erage life expectancy of 69.8
trust that existed between
years, an average of 11.5 years
A Commission of Inquiry, of which David
the two major parties, with Granger was a member, had recommended
of schooling, and a Gross NaIrfaan Ali
events following the no that the disciplined forces should be balanced,
tional Income of $7,615 per
capita expressed in constant 2011 international confidence vote, has widened. As a Sunday modernised, and professionalised. Additiondollars, converted using purchasing power par- Stabroek editorial (August 23, 2020) acknowl- ally, Guyana’s security burden must be shared
ity (PPP) rates.
edged, “there can be no provisions for the shar- by all Guyanese, not only Africans.
The lowest HDI value, 0.528 in 2017, was ing of power if they are not underpinned by a
Overall, given Guyana’s anticipated emergassociated with the gold/diamond mining and measure of trust; for obvious reasons it simply ing role in the region, one would also expect
forestry community, primarily among mem- would not work”.
that the army, air corps, and coast guards will
The behaviour of coalition leaders effectively be budgeted more than the traditional two perbers of the Amerindian community who reside
in District 8 (Potaro-Siparuni). The aggregate forfeited any possibility of power-sharing with cent of GDP expenditures the military has redata used to measure the HDI should show an the PPP/Civic, a political model of government ceived since 2015. The disciplined forces would
clearly rejected by the coalition (really PNC) also welcome modernised inventory, rather
from 2015-2020. Guyana’s political future may than the “secondhand platforms” the Guyana
very well lie in inclusive governance, the PPP/ Defence Force has received from Brazil, China,
Dear Editor:
Available information confirms that Dr Adams
Civic’s preferred method of addressing Guy- Russia, the UK, and the US in the past.
The decision by the new government to ef- is the most accomplished Guyanese energy expert
ana’s ethnic problem.
Aside from these fundamental institutional
fectively terminate the services of Dr Vincent by virtue of his academic background and career
Two, the PPP/Civic government cannot ig- changes, and societal appeals for a constituAdams, Director of the Environment Protec- path. As one of the highest-ranking civilians in
nore the interests of the 35 percent (the PPP/ ency-based Constitution, Guyanese should
tion Agency, will be demoralising to many, who the US Department of Energy, he led multi-bilCivic received crossover votes) of the popu- welcome a federal state which empowers local
like myself, while not knowing
lion dollar environmental and
lation or Guyanese who did not vote for that communities throughout the country.
him personally, have been imenergy projects; developed,
party. It must address their interests, despite the
Additionally, to discredit the anticipated
pressed with the leadership he
created and instituted complex
shenanigans of the leadership of the PNC.
opposition charges of discrimination, the govhas brought to the environment
technologies at over 20 worldPredictably, with a more vocal Joseph Har- ernment should assess the impact of public
and energy fields. Whether or
class laboratories and univermon at the helm, the PNC will revive its calls policies through Ethnic Impact Statements in
not Dr Adams continues to be
sities, and served as the US
for power-sharing, while accusing the PPP/ order to assure the public that all Guyanese are
an Executive member of the
representative to the InternaCivic of “ethnic cleansing” and discrimination beneficiaries of “Oil Dorado”.
AFC, there is no public evitional Atomic Energy Agency
against its supporters.
Baytoram Ramharack, New York
dence of his taking the EPA in
on technology and standards
a politically partisan direction.
development. His work in both
CPA, CA, CFA, MBA, FCCA, CPA (CO)
Rather than feed our toxic
the environmental and energy
politics of assuming anyone
fields is unmatched by any othhired by the previous adminiser Guyanese.
tration is ready to sacrifice proWhile the performance of
Chartered Professional Accountant
fessional standard for partisan
the EPA under Dr Adams leaves
Vincent
Adams
Chartered Accountant
benefit, the new administration
room for improvement, there is
Licensed Public Accountant
would be better advised to extend the approach general agreement that this relates to resource and
adopted with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
inadequate staff, rather than to Dr. Adams personAUDITS
TAXATION (CANADA & USA): COMPANY INCORPORATION
The border issue with Venezuela is consid- ally.
- INDIVIDUALS
ered non-partisan, thereby allowing the servicUnless convincing evidence is provided of less
es of Carl Greenidge, Foreign Minister in the than professional behaviour on the part of Dr
REVIEWS
- CORPORATIONS
BUSINESS PLANS
previous administration and others not aligned Adams, suspicion will continue to mount that it
- PARTNERSHIPS
to the ruling party to be retained.
is precisely professionalism, rather than the lack
COMPILATION (NTRs) - TAX PLANNING
MANAGEMENT ADVISORY
Surely this approach is even more urgently of it, which is the problem for the administration.
needed in the area of energy and the environ- This is particularly the case given its conspicuous
BOOKKEEPING
CRA AUDITS
LOANS AND FINANCING:
ment, especially when negotiating with the silence on the environment and climate change,
BUSINESS
likes of Exxon with its economy equal to that while lionising extractive industries.
PAYROLL & WSIB
HST
- EQUIPMENT
of a mid-size country. Recruitment of the best
His dismissal removes the one person the avprofessional services of qualified Guyanese re- erage Guyanese could feel some measure of conTel: 905-678-6263
E-mail: nandlal@nandlal.ca
6750 Davand Dr, Suite 201
quires they be protected from the absurd as- fidence in defending the national interest with
Cel:
416-579-4276
Website:
www.nandlal.ca
Mississauga, ON L5T 2L8
sumption that they are ready to abandon years respect to oil and gas and the green economy.
of professionalism to partisan politics.
Mike McCormack, via email

Govt dismissing EPA head a partisan move

Hera Nandlal

NANDLAL

Counting on Mingo to make the right choice

Dear Editor:
Kindly allow me to comment on the blatant
attempts between March 2, 2020 and August 2,
2020 to rig an election in full view of the world.
I see a lot of folks are saying the arrest of Region Four Returning Officer, Clairmont Mingo,
and the subsequent charges laid against him are
politically and racially-motivated.
Maybe those who are working to sell this
misplaced narrative should consider the following: Did Mingo deviate from the Statement
of Polls? Did he attempt to declare inaccurate
results at Ashmins building? Did he deny political parties to examine the SoPs to ensure they
were accurate at the GECOM Headquarters?
Also, did Mingo commit electoral fraud?
Did he collude with others to undermine democracy and derail the electoral process? Was
he given a chance to right the wrongs?
There are many other questions, but taking

into consideration the above questions, and the
fact that the people of Guyana suffered for five
months as a result of his actions, the probe by
the police and the subsequent charges are all of
Mingo’s own making.
He got himself into this when he attempted
an electoral coup d’etat, knowing there are serious consequences for such actions. With that
said, Mingo has another chance to make this
right. He must say who are the intellectual authors of this crime. He must say what led to
him deviating from the established process. He
must say why he deviated.
The ball is now in Mingo’s court. He can
choose to expose the intellectual authors behind the attempted rigging, or get ready to
face the consequences. Whichever way it goes,
justice will, and must be served. If you do the
crime, prepare to do the time.
Eddy Layne, via email
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Ask Jay...

Epitome of power minus responsibility
Dear Editor:
2. He believes young, “fit” men should not
Fitzgerald Hinds, the new Minister of Youth beg. This should disqualify him from public
Development and National Service, had a great office because he wrongly assumes physical fitopportunity to begin the work of his ministry ness equals mental fitness. More importantly,
when a young man approached him as he left he failed to comprehend the impact of societalMassy Stores last week. The young man asked economic challenges on at-risk groups.
him for “a lil $20 to buy something to eat”.
3. He was incapable of empathising with this
Instead, Hinds once
person, and another in
again demonstrated his
the past who approached
lack of empathy, borhim for financial aid. Bedering on disgust, of a
ing a Cabinet minister, he
certain group of people.
should be acutely aware of
Hinds has a history of
the depressed economic
this kind of rhetoric, and
situation-recession
the
the more he speaks, the
country is in; yet he rebetter our image grows of
fused a man who asked
this segment of society.
for something to eat. How
In July, he told us that
many (TT) $20 bills can
this group comprises
you get from a minister's
people who live in PNM
$41K monthly? The anstrongholds,
includswer is 2,050.
ing his constituency of
4. Not only is he haLaventille West, which he
bitually heartless during
has represented for quara prolonged recession, but
Fitzgerald Hinds
ter of a century.
even during a pandemic.
It also includes people who are not gainfully
5. He demonstrated he is incapable of thinkemployed, and are not hard working, those ing of alternatives – a characteristic of nonwho do not contribute to society, are lazy and achievers. Giving cash was not the only opwant money without work. People who do not tion. He could have purchased something for
use opportunities that other communities have, the man to eat, but this may have required him
including new Venezuelan immigrants, are also alighting from the comfort of his vehicle.
in this group; so too are people who come from
6. He was not remorseful about his actions,
communities with poor parenting, elders who but judged them worthy of publication.
display poor examples, and gangsters.
7. He failed to see the situation as an opporInterestingly, this group which Hinds loves tunity to gain insight into the hardships young
to loathe includes people who are jealous of people face to help him guide programmes and
other groups in society, and very worryingly, policies in his newly created ministry. In that
this group is growing in number.
man, Hinds saw no redemptive quality.
In sum, this segment of the population are
8. He regarded the event as inspirational for
people who are deficient and deviant in some the future, when he is ensconced in his air-conway.
ditioned office in a tall building, not while he
His Facebook post last week, his thought was off-duty in his car. Instead of driving away
process and attitude, reveal a man who is un- embarrassed, he left euphoric. He fled the scene
fit for public service. Here are eight reasons with the same amount of power conferred to
why the public should be spared of minds like him by voters, but without fulfilling any reHinds’:
sponsibility as a government minister.
1. He profiles citizens who approach him for
This was the epitome of power without rehelp. He immediately stereotyped the individu- sponsibility.
al as a criminal by saying he was trying to deIndeed, Hinds, like the group he loathes,
termine if the man was “a piper”. Will he judge seems to want money without work. Such a
persons approaching him in his new ministe- man is beyond redemption. It is for these rearial post by appearance only as being worthy sons Hinds is unfit to hold public office.
citizens or unworthy criminals?
Abbigail Ajim, via e-mail

Still waiting for Rowley’s ‘change’ to come

Dear Editor:
In 2015 when the PNM won the elections,
Dr Keith Rowley made an appeal to the society at all levels to get rid of the “gimme gimme”
mentality, and return to the spirit of volunteerism.
He also said (I suppose as a warning his
then-ministers) let us be confident that what we
do in the dark could be defended in the light.
Of course, a few did not take heed and paid
the political price. And while I was reading between the lines then and hopeful about some
changes taking place, unfortunately that did
not happen and the “gimme gimme” mentality
remains deep-seated at all levels of society.
Fast-forward to 2020, and after being called
to service for another five years I am again reading between the lines of some of what Rowley
has said – this time I am hoping that I would
not only be reading between the lines, but reading the actual lines of change that I am sure the
PM would like to leave as his legacy when he
“walks” out of office after his second term.
So, let’s read between the lines of the following:
• First of all he indicated that this would be
his last term in office as he has places to go and
people to see – maybe knowing it’s his last term
in office he would find the courage to take the
no doubt unpleasant decisions to make things
happen – well someone has to bell the cat.
• He promised young people that during
this period his government would digitise the
country – now this is a very tall order, and not

sure could be done in five years, well unless it’s
a government-to-government initiative with
Estonia. Just imagine being able to vote online?
• He has called for a radical reform of the
school curriculum to include civics – with the
appointment of a new Minister of Education.
Maybe, just maybe, this could be achieved and
finally the curriculum could be aligned with the
potential labour needs (Ministry of Labour)
in those areas that were pronounced for (that
dreaded word) diversification of the economy.
• He said he would expand the economy in
agriculture – we have heard this before, but I
suppose the proof would be in the budgetary
allocation to that ministry and how sexy the
minister can make it look for a newly trained
labour force.
• The establishment of a Ministry of Youth
Development and National Service – an interesting one which hopefully they would align
with the Ministry of Education to provide opportunities for students who have failed or
failed to make any effort to educate themselves
– it could be a combination of mandatory national service and rehabilitative youth camps.
Presumably the recently established Watkins
Committee would be reporting to or certainly
working with this ministry.
I can only assume that all ministers would
be working assiduously to make some of these
things happen, since the PM has indicated that
“nobody will be allowed to fall asleep” – again I
am, reading between the lines.
Ricardo Lijertwood, via e-mail
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Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

How To Buy A Business

A

melia is a lawyer. She is very passionate about her job. Her boss, Mia established the firm 25 years ago and has an established clientele. Mia plans on retiring in a few years and wants to sell the practice, so she approached Amelia with
the opportunity. If Amelia buys the firm, she would have a turnkey operation. There is
an organisational chart, a road map to show how the business operates. Amelia meets
all the requirements as well. She loves working in the field and has a wide range of
experience.
Buying an existing business has many advantages. The business is established with a
customer base and employees to run the operation. With an existing business, there is
no startup cost, and it is easier to get a business loan since there are financial records
in place. If Amelia were planning on starting her own practice, she would have to invest
in designing the office space, furnishing and buying equipment, in addition to hiring
and training her staff. With the existing business, she knows the hard cost needed to
run the business and how profitable the operation is. Here are some ideas on how to
buy a business.
1. Know what’s happening. Many times, buyers are locked into businesses with
negative cash flow. I recall an incident in which a buyer bought a grocery store. It
was a busy outlet that catered for the West Indian community. Around the same
time, large Asian supermarkets such as Oceans were about to surface. These supermarkets offered huge discounts and a wide selection of goods. As a result, the
new owner of the grocery store simply could not compete. Sales plunged quickly
and they were forced into bankruptcy.
2. Buy a running business. A restaurant for example has an established clientele.
The customer is greeted at the entrance and ushered to a table. The order is taken,
and the chef prepares the meal. The meal is served, and the bill is paid. An operation such as this is complex and involves many aspects, from training the staff to
cleaning the restaurant after it closes.
3. Buy a business you love. Many businesses fail because it is not a good fit for the
buyer. Most people excel in areas that they naturally enjoy. For example, I love real
estate, and customer service comes naturally to me. Profitability is impressive and
it might appear as a good business prospect to a new buyer. The question is, does
the new buyer like sales, or to work on weekends? If the fit is wrong, the buyer will
resent it and the profits will evaporate.
4. Know why the business is up for sale. When buying a business, look at the
numbers and then further. Most businesses will provide a financial statement, an
overview of the entire operation. It is imperative for the buyer to ask for multiple
years of financial statements. In most cases, these are unaudited, and it is smart to
hire an accountant to review it. In my practice, I came across businesses where the
financial statements painted a different picture than the truth. I recall a hair-dressing
salon where a large percentage of transactions were made in cash. I asked my client to stake out the site and count the number of people entering at various times
in the week. The traffic count portrayed a very different picture.
5. Know what you are buying. A business can be asset-based or have intangible
assets such as goodwill. Goodwill assets can come in many forms such as a business’s reputation and clientele. A retirement home for instance, would require an
appraiser for the real estate portion, and a second appraisal for the equipment.
When buying a business, look at the client base. If most of the businesses are coming from a few loyal clients, then a change in ownership can ruin that relationship.
Similarly, look at the suppliers.
6. Don’t Overpay. You are buying a business to make a profit. After analysing the
financials, look at the profit margin. If it involves inventory, then make sure they are
useful for the business. It’s a good idea to buy the business subject to appraisal.
With businesses such as grocery and convenience stores, check for expired items.
7. Seek Advice. Every business may entail various professionals. A gas station for
example requires a realtor to stake out the business; a structural engineer to establish that the building is safe; an environmental inspector to make sure that there are
no environmental issues; an appraiser to determine the market value and a lawyer
to oversee the entire process.
8. Seller-help can be good, bad, or ugly. I encountered a transaction with a plaza that had an anchored tenant. The seller offered to give financing at a lower than
market rate. We would have saved money because we do not need a structural
engineer, an appraiser or environmental inspection done. We ultimately declined
the offer. It turned out that the site was contaminated by a dry-cleaning business
and that the anchored tenant had a clause in the lease agreement that the corporation can terminate the lease anytime by paying six month’s rent to the owner. With
the seller’s financing, we could have bought the property and all the problems that
come with it. At the time of renewal of the mortgage, if the seller does not want to renew, then we would need to seek financing elsewhere. The new lender would have
done their due diligence and decline financing. The seller would have repossessed
the property, resulting in a fatal financial blow.
Jay Brijpaul

indocaribbeanworld.com |

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS
• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available
ANIL

647-280-8755

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

september 2, 2020

GUYANA

Bitter-sweet realities as PPP/C stirs Guysuco back to life

G

uyana’s new PPP/C government appears set to breathe
new life into the country’s dying sugar industry. Recognising that it is a tall order, the government has provided positive indications that it plans to revitalise the industry.
Newly-appointed Agriculture Minister Zulficar Mustapha is
reported saying that a “technical assessment” must first be completed, noting that “the reopening of the estates will depend on when we finish the studies, and see what exists in the government
because right now you have a pandemic in
the country, and the world (in) reality is different, but we are committed to these promises that we have in our manifesto”.
Once the mainstay of the economy, the
struggling industry was virtually shut down
under the previous APNU+AFC administration, following the
closure of the Wales, Enmore-East Demerara, Rose Hall-Canje,
and Skeldon Estates, leading to the termination of almost 6,000
workers. Three estates and factories – Albion, Blairmont, and
Uitvlugt – remain open.
Following closure of the estates, the assets of the Guyana
Sugar Corporation were transferred to the National Industrial
and Commercial Investments Limited, which established a Special Purpose Unit to sell off the assets to the best bidder. While
several bids have been received, no decision on any sale was
made. However, several portions of sugar lands have already
been sold or leased for other ventures. The government has said
that NICIL will be asked to return the closed sugar estates to the
State-owned Guysuco.
According to the Minister of Agriculture, the government
intends to pursue areas of diversification that would bring back
the jobs lost, expand employment opportunities, and re-create
wealth in the sugar communities affected by estate closures.
Incidentally, prior to the closure of estates by the previous
administration, sugar was already in trouble. Guysuco was
bankrupt. The decision to downsize the industry came on the
back of a Commission of Inquiry, which stopped short of putting the final nail in its coffin.
The COI saw the sugar industry as more than a business. It
then directly employed some 16,000 people – a number that is
about 20 percent higher when all the associated industries is
taken into consideration – and more important, it supported a
network of communities across the coastal sugar producing belt
whose disruption could have dire economic and social conse-

quences. Yet, the COI noted that Guysuco was at a point of no istration, stemmed largely from expectations that the industry’s
return, and that privatisation should be pursued.
modernisation plans launched way back in 1998, as part of a
The truth is, sugar has been plagued by a plethora of prob- ten-year plan, would have led to a dramatic increase in produclems, key among them incompetent management, declining tion.
production, and high operational costs. As a result, Guysuco
The objectives of the 1999-2008 strategic plan were designed
had depended on government funding to keep it afloat, with to turn the industry around by reducing the unit cost of producsubsidies amounting to an estimated (Guy) tion of sugar through a combination of initiatives, among them:
$500 billion prior to the coalition govern- concentrating on increasing production in the lower cost areas
ment assuming power in 2015.
of Berbice; maximising use of good quality land; and developing
The corporation’s financial troubles came larger processing facilities that can benefit from economies of
Dwarka
to a height in May, 2015, when it ran out of scale and modern technology.
Lakhan
funds to pay workers’ wages, resulting in the
During Phase I, it was planned to construct the new factory
then APNU+AFC government finding rea- at Skeldon, expand operations at Albion, and close the Rose Hall
son to fire its entire
estate. In Phase II, Guysuco planned
Board of Directors,
to establish a new factory on the west
as well as its CEO – in a move that was
bank of the Canje River, expand the
not surprising.
Blairmont estate, and consolidate
To temporarily alleviate the woes
operations in Demerara. In addition,
of the struggling industry, the governthe corporation proposed to diversify
ment advanced $3.8 billion to Guysuthe industry by constructing a distillco in June, 2015, with full knowledge
ery and a refinery to produce special
that it needed almost five times that
sugars.
sum to survive the remainder of the
Arguably, during the plan period,
year.
the industry experienced consolidaIncidentally, the revenue from
tion at the factory level, but when
sales in the second half of 2015 – the
Guysuco’s ten-year plan finally maWales Sugar Estate
year prior to estate closures – was exterialised 12 years later with the compected to cover only 50 percent of the corporation’s expenses missioning of its modern flagship Skeldon factory in September,
for the period, aggravating the wounds of Guysuco, which was 2009, sugar was no further ahead.
then severely indebted to creditors to the tune of $76.8 billion.
It was expected that the Skeldon factory, which cost (US)
Therefore, Guysuco’s blood was expected to keep flowing in $200 million, would become fully operational in 2011, produc2016 once its cost of production of sugar remained significantly ing some 500,000 tonnes of sugar annually for export, and that
higher than the market price it received for the commodity. total industry production would eventually increase to 1.2 milGuysuco then produced sugar at around 45 cents per pound lion tonnes annually. But the Skeldon factory was plagued with
versus a world market price of 13 cents per pound.
a myriad of problems and never reached full capacity. More
The bitter-sweet reality of sugar is that it never recovered important, the industry never produced sufficient sugar cane to
from the withdrawal of preferential pricing by the European feed the factory.
Union in 2006, which resulted in a price cut of some 36 percent.
Evidently, Guysuco’s grandiose plan failed. The heavy toll of
Prior to the cut in EU subsidies, Guyana’s sugar shipped to the the EU price cut and continued losses prevented upgrades to
EU, its largest buyer, enjoying higher than world market prices factories, and caused field operations and infrastructural works
under the African Caribbean Pacific Convention.
to be shelved, or only partially completed.
Although the EU subsequently provided funds to Guyana to
The former PPP/C government was not oblivious to the drain
help it sustain the industry, it continued to head downhill.
of sugar on the national purse. Former President Bharat Jagdeo
Optimism over sugar, on part of the previous PPP/C admin- expressed his frustration about the industry at the commissioning of the Skeldon factory when he said: “Success is when we
start making money in Guysuco, enough to cover all our cost
and to contribute to the treasury of this country – that is when
local content goals not met, or lack of detailed cost expenses not we can say we have success. This is just a building; it’s a modbeing provided, according to our laws. (Imagine Exxon jeering ern, useful tool representing a serious commitment on the part
us why we are suing for oil spills they have made).
of the government and the importance of the industry to our
We probably can also argue that the PNC+AFC coalition was people and to our country. We all have to make it work.”
“mad” (and had no capacity to contract), and there was no parBut the industry had another serious problem – a steady deliamentary review when they signed a contract like that. How cline in production. An examination of historical production
could normal people sign a contract like that?
patterns show that during the 1960s, sugar output averaged alThe Guyanese people should never forgive the PNC for this most 300,000 tons per year. During the 1970-1980 period, progreat iniquity against the nation.
duction averaged over 306,000 per year, with a peak of 369,000
Exxon is giddy about Guyana so Routledge’s talk about tak- tons in 1971. However, during the 1990-2000 period, average
ing their business elsewhere is pure bluff. Jagdeo is reported to sugar production fell to about 245,000 tons, with 1999 output of
say that “if that’s a threat, it will not work”. So, let’s see who 365,000 tons being the highest.
has more testicular fortitude, Routledge, or Jagdeo and the PPP/
Over the next decade, 2001-2010, average production inCivic? My bet is on our “Champion of the Earth” and national creased to almost 270,000 tonnes annually, supported by three
hero.
years, 2002-2004, of production averaging 320,000 tones. The
Nation, regardless of whether the contract is renegotiated or noticeable decline in production started in 2008 and continued
not, the political and business elite would wallow in the good through the end of 2014, the year prior to the coalition coming
life, and the working poor – farmers, sugar workers, bauxite to power, causing Guysuco to miss the opportunity to capitalise
workers, sales people, security guards, domestics, taxi drivers, on high world market prices during the 2010-2012 period for its
and so on, will continue to live hand-to-mouth and paycheck to non-quota production.
paycheck. Is that what we want?
During this period, production averaged 220,000 tonnes, hitNow is the time for the “Guardians of Oil Brigade” to step up ting a modern day low of 187,000 in 2013. What is important
and let Exxon know that the Guyanese nation does not think the to note is that production fell to its lowest level after the implecontract is fair, as Routledge claims. So, I call on Jonas, Shuman, mentation of Guysuco’s modernisation initiatives. It was also
Lam, Shaz, Defrance, Ram Karran, Nigel Hinds, Phyllis, Asha, during this period that expectations were at its peak for the reBandhu, Critic, and those who don’t want Guyana to remain a vival of the industry. What happened to management of the in“shole” country to step up at such a time as this. Even the dis- dustry at this critical juncture is anybody’s guess. Management
gruntled PNC supporters who are angry about the PNC’s sellout should have been fired then.
of oil can join this cause. What if we put together a team with
Between 2015-2018, production averaged just about 70,000
all those lawyers who fought the PNC rigging to examine the tonnes. This year it is expected to be even lower.
oil contract? Imagine Devendra Kissoon, Datadin, and Anil toTo even keep the industry afloat in 2020, Guysuco needs (Guy)
gether fighting for Guyana’s oil and its poor, destitute, huddled $1.6 billion for the remainder of the year. If the industry is to be
masses yearning for that good life?
revived to a state of respectability, untold billions more would
Imagine the churches, unions, teachers, nurses, UG students, be needed for infrastructural works. But the critical issue will
market vendors, government workers, and NGOs joining this be management. Unless the government can replace the current
movement. If not you, who? If not now, when?”
management of Guysuco with qualified and knowledgeable
Our newspapers are doing their job “standing in the gap” for professional staff, it would be an exercise in futility to revitalise
the nation. The rest of us need to do our share too. Please sign the industry – notwithstanding its tremendous benefits. In
that petition from the Oil and Gas Network folks calling for a addition, without a strategic plan for the industry, with wellrenegotiation of the Exxon contract.
defined and measurable objectives – to which management
(OGGN: www.oggn.org; petition found at https://www. must adhere and be measured – sugar will remain a drain on the
change.org/Guyana_oil_contracts_need_renegotiation).
country’s treasury.

PPP/C must delay Payara, insist on renegotiation
By Dr Jerry Jailall
egarding calls for the renegotiation of the Exxon contracts, it was good to finally hear from Exxon on the
matter. I would like to extend a warm Guyanese welcome to Alistair Routledge coming from the oil kingdom of
Qatar. Exxon is a most cherished partner, and we want them to
be a part of our development, not our underdevelopment. We
all dreamed of the day Guyana will find oil and we would all be
rich, but it seems this will turn into a long national nightmare,
as the “oil curse,” “oil corruption” and “Dutch disease” seem to
have started early.
The Exxon boss explained that Exxon was drawn to Guyana
because “the resources that we find here in Guyana are competitive on a global basis. They are good quality resources… Not one
but a number of resources.” Exxon also closed some operations
in Europe to focus on Guyana, which has larger reserves and is
a more lucrative country in the Exxon portfolio.
In many countries, a typical well may have ten million barrels, in Guyana it runs into billions of barrels in that Stabroek
Block. Darshanand Khusial of the Oil and Gas Network explains
that Guyana has lots of good sweet crude, and the costs of production of a barrel of oil in Guyana is very low compared to
other Exxon fields.
In Guyana, life is good for Exxon. To make it sweet and nice
for Exxon capitalising on our divisions, Guyana is always in political gridlock, with the new Opposition PNC vowing to engage
in a strategy of “resistance” against the PPP/Civic elected in free
and fair elections. Additionally, we are totally unprepared for
oil, and lack everything regarding the managing and monitoring of the industry.
In our gross “wisdom,” we have put the man who resigned
as MP to go and study oil, to be in charge of sports, and put the
computer man in charge of oil. What a country! And our own
oil expert Dr Jan Mangal wanting to come back and help us has
not been rehired as yet.
The Exxon boss revealed that the Guyana government has
“emphasised they are reviewing the contract, but they are not
seeking to negotiate the contract.” So, the PPP/Civic has some
explaining to do. The masses are not asses.
Routledge said that “sanctity of contract” is important. I agree
about sanctity, but understand that Guyana paying the taxes of
Exxon is not a “sanctified” action, nor are oil spills and flaring,
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GUYANA

Guyana, region forging India ties in Covid-19 world
duce some 440 million vaccines that are in final
By Dr Ram Shankar & Dr Vishnu Bisram
he Guyana media reported last week trial stage. India itself has ordered 680 million
that India has granted Guyana equiva- of vaccine for her population of 1.3 billion. Can
lent of (US) $1M assistance to combat India meet the world demands of over six bilCovid-19. This is in addition to ongoing Co- lion vaccines? Also, who will get it first?
vid-19 assistance doled out to Guyana since
It has to be appreciated that even with adMarch. Similar Covid-19 assistance was given equacy in this regard, there remains the vital
to every Caribbean country by the
question of affordability of the vacgovernment of India. With India on
cine. Should governments take rethe verge of producing an anti-Cosponsibility for 100 percent vaccinavid-19 vaccine, Guyana and other
tion of their citizenry, because even
Caribbean nations should find ways
a single remaining case has the poto cement ties with the South Asian
tential to restart a mutated strand? In
nation to acquire the vaccine to inorder for blanket immunity to kick
oculate citizens.
in, there has to be 100 percent covAs we experienced over the last
erage, else another disaster is simply
Ram Sankhar
several months, the Covid-19 world
waiting in the wings to happen.
and its aftermath are going to be very different.
This requires unprecedented cooperation
A coronavirus free certificate, and soon to be among countries of the world, which at the
Vaccine Certificate (perhaps by November), moment seems patchy at best. Countries from
will now be a mandatory document, along with the underdeveloped (like Guyana and rest of
a passport for travel. It is this piece
Caribbean) and developing world
of paper that will be the entry pass
need a special helping hand. As it is
to any place of work, entertainment,
the pandemic has put the resources
restaurant, sports event, conference,
of the World under a huge strain, esand school (college).
pecially these poor countries.
In fact, all public places or colUnder the circumstances, it is allectivity would mandate such a
ways heartening to note any cooperacertificate. In fact, nations are raction between two or more countries.
ing against time to be in a position
The Caribbean region is a region that
Vishnu Bisram has around five million with an Into issue such a certificate to their
citizens by means of production of a vaccine dian diaspora of 1.5 million. As such, there is a
and inoculation of citizens. Over 150 leading deep and abiding interest and connect, which
pharma firms and research institutions are in the region carries with India.
the process of developing promising vaccine
In this context, it is pertinent to note that the
candidates for this scourge that is plaguing our current Indian government is not only alive to
world today.
this umbilical connect, but doing its tangible bit
That, however, is only one side of the story. to help all people from the countries.
Once a vaccine is developed and duly approved
As noted, the Indian government commitby authenticating bodies, the larger question ted a one million dollar grant to Guyana as part
that arises is bulk manufacturing capability of its commitment to help it tide over these difand distribution. India has that capacity and ficult times.
several countries have contracted India to proIndia is one of the leading nations in the race
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to develop a vaccine candidate against the coronavirus. There are at least three leading vaccine
candidates under development in India that are
due for release either by the end of 2020.
The COVAXIN vaccine being developed by
Hyderabad based Bharat Biotech International
Ltd in collaboration with the Indian Council
for Medical Research and National Institute for
Virology that is into phase I & II testing.
The ZyCOV-D vaccine being developed by
Ahmedabad-based pharma giant Zydus Cadila
in collaboration with medical laboratories from
USA and Europe, that too is in phase I & II human trials.
The Oxford Vaccine being developed by
University of Oxford, British-Swedish pharma
major AstraZeneca and Serum Institute of
India. This vaccine is a world leader, and into
phase III of human trials.
It has to be underscored here that India
has the capability to manufacture the vaccine
in such bulk numbers and very cheaply as no
other country in the world. That is why the bulk
manufacturing of the Oxford vaccine is to be
done at SII, Pune, India with over half of the
100 million doses to be manufactured by end
of year committed for 92 countries around
the world, including the Caribbean countries.
Other sites are also manufacturing the vaccines
that are still under final phase of trial and experimentation.
India’s assistance to, and cooperation with,
Guyana and other Caribbean nations are vital
for successful tackling of the pandemic in the
region. There is huge scope for such a collaborative venture that the new ruling dispensation
in Guyana, and even in Trinidad, can put in
place quickly to help combat the virus through
vaccination.
Dr Ram Shankar is Head of Pol Sci, Rani
Gurgavati University, Jabalpur; Vishnu Bisram
is head of the Indian Diaspora International
Center.
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Clairmont Mingo

Mingo counts his lucky
stars, out on $.6m bail

Georgetown – District Four Returning Officer Clairmont Mingo was on
Monday placed on (Guy) $150,000 bail
on each of four charges of misconduct in
public office in relation to the March 2
General and Regional Elections.
Mingo was also directed by the Court
to lodge his passport with the police, and
to report to the Criminal Investigation
Department every Friday at 9 a.m.
The charges were a major development last week in the five-month delay
in the declaration of the result of the
general elections amid claims that Mingo, and others, attempted to rig the elections in favour of the former incumbent
APNU+AFC coalition.
The dispute over the District Four
count by Mingo led to a painstaking 35day recount that involved scrutiny by
Caricom, the OAS, and local observers,
that saw the PPP/Civic as the winner.

GUYANA

Nadir elected Speaker of Guyana’s 12th Parliament
Georgetown – Former Parliamentarian for
the PPP/Civic Manzoor Nadir was yesterday
elected as the Speaker of the 12th Parliament.
He was sworn in by Clerk of the National Assembly Sherlock Isaacs. Nadir replaces Dr Barton Scotland, who was the speaker of the 11th
Parliament.
Nadir’s name was proposed by Prime Minister Mark Pillips, and seconded by Minister
of Governance of Parliamentary Affairs, Gail
Teixeira. His election was unchallenged.
Nadir has a political career spanning over
40 years, and served five terms as a Member of
Parliament from 1992.
For the post of the Deputy Speaker, Liberty
and Justice Party Leader, Lenox Shuman was
nominated by Phillips and seconded by Teixeira. Alliance For Change’s Raphael Trotman was
also nominated by fellow AFC Member Cathy
Hughes. However, Shuman was elected with 34
votes in his favour.
Shuman is also a ministerial adviser on civil
aviation. He comes into the role as a licensed
pilot with a wealth of aviation experience, and
received his piloting qualifications and experience in Canada, where he furthered his studies.
He also served as Toshao of Pakuri (St Cuthbert’s Mission) from 2015 to 2018, and Vice
Chairman of the National Toshao Council.
Also notable during the session was the
APNU+AFC coalition, now the main Opposition, staging a walk-out from the National Assembly following taking the oath.
APNU+AFC also figured in the news on
Monday, when the coalition filed an election
petition challenging both the March 2 General
and Regional Elections and the National Recount.
The petition was filed at the High Court by
Senior Counsel Roysdale Forde, on behalf of
applicants Claudette Thorne and Heston Bostwick. Following the filing, Forde was joined by
former President David Granger, Joseph Harmon, and AFC Leader Khemraj Ramjattan.

Manzoor Nadir
Granger claimed the petition documents
evidence of irregularities at the March 2 polls.
Said Granger: “We have compiled a dossier
of anomalies and irregularities… if due consideration is given to those anomalies and irregu-

larities, it will be shown that the declaration
which was issued on August 2 is incorrect. So,
we have set out… to establish the invalidity of
that declaration.”
It was noted the Statement of Polls was missing from the documents that were filed on
Monday.
APNU/AFC has refused to release these
SoPs, which would provide the coalition with
some basis for claiming an election win. The
coalition continues to maintain this claim despite the 33-day recount that established the
PPP/Civic winning the elections.
Asked about the non-inclusion of the SOPs,
Forde said it was not relevant to the petition.
“As we’ve said repeatedly, the elections were
not decided on the Statements of Poll. The elections were decided on the recount. So, if we’re
challenging the results of the elections, it must
be on the basis of the Statements of Recount
and those documents. It is not relevant to the
issues we’re asking the courts to determine,”
Forde maintained.

From Page 1
has come in the wake of a rapid rise of Covid-19
infections, with Trinidad and Tobago registering 1,773 positives cases yesterday, an exponential leap from just over 100 cases three weeks
ago. As of yesterday, the number of active cases
were 1,063, with fatalities at 25 and increasing.
Meanwhile, a similar rapid rise in Covid-19
cases and deaths in Guyana has led to the emergency health measures put in place earlier to
slow the spread of the virus to once again be
extended, this time to September 30. A nationwide curfew, from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., was resumed on Monday.
The length of the curfew hours had previously been shortened from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.,
and later 9 p.m. to 5 a.m., as part of the phased
reopening.
However, the authorities felt intervention

was once again required with the climbing virus infection numbers.
On Monday, Guyana recorded two additional Covid-19 related fatalities along with 72
cases of new infections. The latest deaths took
total fatalities in Guyana up to 41, a number
that has risen sharply in recent weeks.
As of yesterday, 451 persons were in approved home isolation, while 87 persons were
in institutional isolation. There are 129 persons
currently in institutional quarantine, while 12
persons are in the Covid-19 Intensive Care
Unit.
A total of 876 cases of the novel coronavirus were recorded in Guyana for the month of
August, with 21 deaths recorded. Both numbers were the highest monthly increase in new
infections and deaths in Guyana since the outbreak started in March.

Guyana, T&T govts move on growing Covid-19 numbers

Alistair Routledge

Holistic approach needed
From Page 1
Center on Sustainable Investment.
He said before a government approaches the
negotiating table, it should take the time to understand the styles, management orientations,
operating philosophies, strategies, and home
country influences of the IOCs; that to do so
could provide benefits in the long run.
A government should come to the table looking at a contract holistically, Mitro advised. Oil
companies exhibit certain typical behaviours
in its approach, among which involves arriving
with a range of technical expertise at the table
that spotlights finite aspects of the contract.
Mitro said these experts include “geologists,
engineers, lawyers, tax experts, and economic
analysts — all who work in professional silos
without any broader perspectives or mandates”.
What the company does is it seeks to isolate
each issue, and negotiate on it using a technical approach, which could put the government
side at a disadvantage, he said.
Said Mitro: “The Americans are very much
focused on the technical data, and are led by
an engineering culture. They will often try to
convince governments with technical data, and
argue that certain negotiating proposals are inconsistent with ‘standard’ or ‘best’ practices.”

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797 O
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET
680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

ur stores comply with all
the legal requirements
with respect to the Covid-19
pandemic, such as hand
sanitising, face masks, social
distancing, etc. We ensure a
very safe environment for all
entering the premises.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO SEPTEMBER 15, 2020
FROZEN NEW ZEALAND
MUTTON SHOULDER

CLEANED GOAT TRIPE

LIVER & LITE AVAILABLE

DUCK HEN

$349 lb

Low Price

$1599 each

MR GOUDAS RICE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

GOUDAS CHICK PEAS

INDI CURRY POWDER

$1049

$899 Lge bag

$1699

$929 800 grms

FRESH WATER
COCONUTS

POMMECYTHERE
GOLDEN APPLES

WHITE BELLY SHRIMP

FRESHLY FROZEN
FINE BANGAMARY

2/$700

$599 lb

$899 lb

$299 lb

VITAMALT

CARDBOARD BARRELS

$2299 case

$1500 each

$499 lb

FISHES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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Summer Inventory Blowout
Regular $3999. Now:

9
9
9
1
$

Regular $399. Now:

2 Pcs Tufted Sofa Set

Modern Glass Coffee Table

Includes: Sofa & Loveseat

$199

Regular $1099. Now:

$699

Regular $1399. Now:

Queen Size Storage Bed with
Drawers + Box Bed — Choice of Colours

Regular $399. Now:

Tufted Dining Accent Chairs

6 Pcs Solid Wood Dinette Set

$199

Regular $699. Now:
Queen Size Jumbo Pillow Top Mattress

Available in Beige, Grey, & Blue

$699

$299

Regular $2799. Now:

Regular $1299. Now:

9

$699

$199

3 Pcs Gel Leather Power Recliner

Queen Size LED Bed

Available in Brown & Blue

Financing Available • 12 months • No Interest • No Payment

Two Locations To Serve You Better
2575 Steeles Ave E, Unit #14-17		
Brampton ON L6T 5T1			
TEL: 905-790-0560 			

FAX: 905-790-3702

customerservicestephensfurniture@hotmail.com
12

•

While
Suppli
es
Last

6 Marconi Court
Bolton
Ontario L7E 1H3

TEL: 905-951-9394

www.stephensfurnitureltd.com
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
13

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

My Guyanese ‘DNA’: Indian, Hindu, and six peoples

I

n my early teens in Guyana, I was growing up in a village
Vidur Dindayal is originally from Rosignol,
with Indian and Black people and few Chinese as well.
Guyana. A member of the Royal Institute of
I saw myself as an Indian. I was Hindu. We lived like
British Architects, he was educated in GuyIndians did, eating Indian food and liking Indian music and
ana and at the Delhi University, India. He
dance. We saw mostly Indian films. This is how we lived as a
has been a magistrate in London, a memcommunity of Indians.
ber of the Social Security Appeals Tribunal,
In the larger community I and my family lived well with
Disabled Persons Transport Advisory Comeverybody. My parents had non-Indian friends from their
mittee, Interfaith and other public bodies.
school days. Their contemporaries – nurses in our local
hospital, the school Head and teachers, employees
at the Sugar factory, were Black people. I grew up
respecting them as part of my larger family. My best
friends at school were Indian, Black, and Chinese.
They are to this day.
Some of the elders and their children, regardless of
race or religion, in their wide-ranging achievements,
including in music, have been my role models. They
have inspired me in my life.
However, life in our Indian community was
different for us in a few ways, compared to the other
people.
The people running the country and in high
positions were not like me, Indian. They were in the
main non-Indian and were like the white people.
They were Western in everything they did. A few
Indians who held high positions were also like them.
I used to wonder when a child whether I could
remain Indian and live the way we did in our
A cross-section of Guyanese society at Stabroek Market
community, and hold high positions in the country
top in Guyana, I could not see myself as an Indian and like the
like the other people. I knew of no one like that.
things I do as an Indian. All of that did not belong, somehow.
Generally, people in high positions were not Hindu like
I saw the light. The questions that troubled me an Indian
me, or Muslim. The top people were mainly Christian. In
Georgetown or in New Amsterdam the town near to my village, growing up in Guyana, were answered in no time at all when I
went to India to study in the mid-1950s.
I cannot think of any Hindu or Muslim in any top positions in
The answer was simple. The Indian population was diverse,
the Government service or in public life.
Indeed, in education, it was common that teaching jobs were yet they all saw themselves as Indian, whether they were
Gujratis, Panjabis, Bengalis, or whatever. I found my identity. I
not open to anyone unless they were Christian. In our national
am Indian, I belonged to Guyana. I can be myself, Indian with
sport of Cricket, as I remember, in my primary school days,
religion and culture, and so on, and be full-fledged Guyanese.
there was no Indian in the British Guiana team.
‘Guyanese’ is my nationality. The word Indian refers to my
I felt when young that to play my full part and get to the

Now super smooth run for versatile coconut

C

oconut oil is to Guyana, as olive oil is to Spain, Italy,
Israel, and Mediterranean countries. As Pat Dial writes
in Kaieteur News, cooking oil was imported to Guyana
in the early years of the 19th century. However, with Indian
indentured labourers permanently settling in Guyana, they
began producing coconut oil, at first for household use, and
then, as happens in an economy that has a surplus, for limited
commercial sales.
Mass production of
coconut oil in Guyana took
off in the last quarter of
the 19th century with the
firm of Wieting & Richter.
It began producing refined
coconut oil on an industrial
scale, and soon captured the
local cooking oil market. In
the 1940’s the Maharaja Oil
Mills began growing its own
coconuts on plantations, and
so took a share of the market
from Wieting & Richter.
In fact, according to Dial,
Guyana became fully selfsufficient in producing its
own coconut oil, which was
quite evident during World
War II. As Dial writes, so
robust was the supply that
while there were shortages
of other foodstuffs, there was always an adequate supply of
cooking oil.
The versatile coconut is traditionally used for culinary
purposes in Guyana. It is used for its coconut milk for making
“cookups”, and “metemgee”. It is added to bread during making,
and in pastries, and also used for confectionaries as “conkey”,
“barfi”, “coconut sugar-cakes”, and other sweets. Chilled
coconut water is a refreshing drink; also, while hydrating, it
delivers healthy minerals, and is sometimes used as a putative
convalescent infusion.
There are generations of Guyanese, who as enfants, were
thoroughly anointed from head to toe with warm coconut oil,
its rigorous application aiding circulation, as well as used for
massaging growing joints of the legs and arms, the exercise
ending with the baby’s legs acrobatically lifted so the toes
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touched the forehead.
Dial notes coconut oil was in general use in Guyana
until the 1970’s when suspicious data from foreign oil
industry producers shifted consumption. According to this
suspect data, the claim was that coconut oil contained “bad”
cholesterol, which was dangerous to the vascular system. Thus,
consumption was shifted away from coconut oil to canola,
corn, and soya oils that were
being produced by larger
world economies.
Today, coconuts and
its oil are again in the
ascendancy. As Dial points
out, just over a decade ago,
the international narrative
changed, and today coconut
oil is regarded as the wonder
oil of the world. In fact, there
are consumers who claim
coconut oil is superior to
olive oil.
Dial says coconut oil
is liberally endowed with
lauric acid, which has great
antibacterial, antiviral, and
antifungal properties.
While coconuts are now
regarded as a super-food,
there are also many nonculinary uses.
It is a healthy skin moisturiser and is easily absorbed.
Rubbing it into the cuticles results in stronger nails. It could be
used as a hair conditioner, or hair dressing since it could fight
off dandruff when massaged into the scalp.
It is an excellent make-up remover. If one suffers from acne,
a small quantity of coconut oil rubbed on the face could relieve
inflammation and redness. It soothes sunburn. It is used for
body massaging since it has a smooth lubricant quality, and
is easily distributed. It is an effective barrier against dust and
bacteria.
There are also many household uses, since it lubricates and
silences squeaking hinges; treats leather to prevent dry-rot;
and can be rubbed on wooden utensils, and on furniture as a
preservative.
With files by Pat Dial, Kaieteur News.

ethnicity. I am no less Guyanese that any other person, who
like me, grew up in Guyana, whether they were Black, White,
Chinese, or Amerindian.
My Guyanese identity was defined by the fact that I was
born and brought up in Guyana. I belonged to one of the
six races that populate Guyana, which make it a multiethnic/cultural society. Over time certain common elements
distinguish us from non-Guyanese. One is our Language –
English; another is dress – Western; another is certain foods
common to Guyanese; another is culture – generally
socially friendly and easy going, good mixers across
ethnic and religious divides.
The foregoing is my personal view as to my
Guyanese identity.
This may not be other people’s concept as to what
makes a true Guyanese. We Guyanese are a rich
mix of races, cultures, backgrounds, and heritage.
This variety accounts for our different perspectives,
but the bottom line is we are Guyanese by birth or
naturalisation.
Reflecting on the different ways we may assess how
much of a Guyanese we are is of interest, as it helps
me to understand the differences. In my childhood
years, the term ‘Guyanese’ was not common. I had
no strong sense of being a part of a nation, except
on occasions when our country/colony was playing
cricket with other West Indian Islands, or when our
countrymen as part of the West Indies team were
playing against England, or India, or Australia.
That was in the colonial days. Our country was then a small
part of the great British Empire which ruled India and many
parts of Africa. The idea of Guyana as an independent nation
and Guyanese nationality slowly got into my vocabulary in the
early 1950s. Freedom movements in Guyana followed Indian
Independence, and the strong wind of change for independence
which swept over Africa.
Guyanese society in my childhood days was like, I believed
everywhere else, hierarchical. The top drawer included British
rulers and those close to them. The rest of society followed,
and socially, as I saw it, the closer you were to the rulers, in
values, culture, lifestyle and religion, the higher you were in the
pecking order. Our Black fellow countrymates whose ancestry
go back several generations in Guyana enjoyed this status by
and large.
The majority of Indians who were Hindu or Muslim and
whose lifestyle did not necessarily mirror that of the rulers,
were not, with a couple of exceptions, among the powers that
be. However, the way I saw them was like my parents, and their
family and friends – Indians getting on with making a living.
They lived well with everyone else who were not Indian, doing
their part for their village community where they lived and the
country Guyana. That was the community to which I belonged.
That Indian community, in the old colonial days got on with
life and paid their dues to the colonial rulers. They generally
identified with India, religiously and culturally, and with India’s
struggle for independence. When India became independent
and Pakistan came into being, they celebrated. That was the
time of British Guiana.
In those years of great hope for change from British rule,
putting together the blocks of nationhood for Guyanese
demanded a great deal from the political leadership. As colonial
rule was coming to an end, the disparities in society between
rich and poor, between ethnicities, religion and culture, and
different aspirations between those who ruled in colonial days
and the ruled were great challenges that faced the leadership.
Their job was to build a cohesive society of one nation and one
people.
I was told by someone close to Mahatma Gandhi that one
of his great attributes of leadership was that he could get
people of widely differing views to work together. He noted the
strength of each individual and steered that towards achieving
a common goal. He used diversity to unite people. Unity in
diversity is a powerful force because the best qualities of each
one is deployed to make an invincible team like the winning
West Indies cricket team of yesteryear.
As a member of the Guyanese nation, I feel its strength
as a nation is that it is inclusive of all the different races,
religions, and cultures of its six peoples. The unique attributes
of Guyanese of awareness of multi-culture sensitivities, have
propelled them to leading roles in the developed world. We
move easily in international settings; we get along well with
people across a wide spectrum of ethnicity and culture. We
strengthen understanding.
In my DNA as Guyanese, the components include: Indian,
Hindu, member of the large Guyana family of six peoples,
multi-cultural, with values of equality deeply embedded. By
fate which brought our six peoples together we Guyanese are
uniquely blessed. I feel I am that Guyanese.
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Adult students make the grade in NY summer school

By Dhanpaul Narine
his summer, I was asked to teach an Adult Class using
Remote Technology because of Covid-19. The program
was run by the Department of Education, City of New
York. Remote Technology is a different method that requires
training and a new attitude. I was not sure that I was up to it.
But I knew that the students depended on me. They needed to
pass their General Education Development and move on with
their lives, including articulating to college.
I opened my mind and spent hours, often deep into the
night, to learn the technology. I am still learning. It became
clear to me that once you get the hang of it, Remote Learning
is a fascinating tool for instruction. It is limitless as to what you
can do. My 26 students were totally involved and motivated and
this inspired me to continue to do better.
Last Sunday, I invited those that were available to visit the
Trimurti Mandir in Queens, New York. It was an emotional
meeting and there were many speeches from the students
thanking the Department of Education and Adult Education
School 3. Thanks should be extended to Principal Ms Sabrina
Fleming, Assistant Principal Corrine Bailey, the support staff,
and the teachers for their dedication and hard work.
The pictures tell a story of determination and commitment.
Congratulations to the Class of 2020!

T

Address by Claudette Henry

G

ood morning class of 2020. It was a joy to meet in person. Seeing Professor Dhanpaul Narine and meeting
the students and chatting face to face is priceless.
Thank to Principal Fleming, Assistant Principal, and all staff
members. We appreciate all that you have done for us. You
have helped us to dream big and see it come to fruition. We
bless God for each one you. In this new normal, I pray a special
blessing of protection over you and your family.
To our dear Professor Narine, you are amazing. Your
warmth and love warms our hearts. We appreciate you dearly.
We also get to see and learn a new culture. Thanks for believing
in us. We love and appreciate you.
To the students I say congratulations. We have come this
far by faith. Go for it! Reach for the top! We are cheering each
one of you on. God bless you and your family. Congratulations
Class of 2020.

Dr Dhanpaul Narine (sitting, centre) in a group photo with his Class of 2020

The End of a Chapter by Ciaira Brown

F

or all my years in school, I excelled. I was top of my
classes, an honour student, and I loved school. Towards
my senior year, things took a drastic turn for me. I dealt
with a lot of personal issues that tainted my motivation to go to
school. Eventually, I dropped out, with just three credits needed
to graduate. A year or two passed, and I attempted to go to a
GED program in the library. This program misinformed me
about a lot of things, and just didn’t give me the experience that
I felt was best for me. Just as I did with high school, I dropped
out of the program and allowed the thought of graduation to
fade away.
Fast forward to now, and I am overcome with both gratitude and joy. I can’t express how thankful I am for this program
and Dr Narine in helping me to complete my high school
equivalency. The professionalism, the kindness, the in-depth
one-on-one teaching-it has been an exceptional experience.
Thank you all for helping to finish a dream that I’ve given up on
for so long. Thank you for helping me believe again and helping
me succeed. I am forever grateful for your help in ending this
chapter, and I am excited to begin my next chapter.

Rosena Simmons' success means she will now get a
promotion at her work
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Kenny Williams surmounted personal obstacles to
complete the program

Claudette Henry has now opened the door to begin
attending college

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation

Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing
to the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year
old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning
at only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting
list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant
of one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence
of a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a
position to help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783- 0459.
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DIASPORA WRITINGS

Steep climb, but Batu Caves reveals our treasures within
“On whom the men of olden days roamed far,
on whom the conquering Gods smote the demons,
the home of cattle, horses and of birds,
may Earth vouchsafe to us good fortune and glory!”
Atharva Veda (Hymn to the Earth)
Second millennium B.C.E.

K

uala Lumpur, Malaysia is a busy modern metropolis,
having all the amenities and trappings of most Western
cities. My wife and I flew in from Bali at midday in
the latter part of August. The sun was brilliant as Malaysians
and tourists of every ethnicity sauntered in and out of stores
and places of business enjoying the benefits of affluence.
The aesthetics in many ways were generally similar to North
America, and I wondered where I might find something
extraordinary that could satisfy my curiosity within this
wonderful, but modern country.
A couple of months before I made my trip to S.E. Asia, one
of my martial arts students strongly suggested that I visit the
Batu Caves a short distance from Kuala Lumpur, little known to
North Americans, but very popular to Asians and Australians.
I wondered what could be so different and fascinating about
a Hindu temple from the many fantastic ancient monuments
we had already seen across S.E. Asia. After checking in at our
modest hotel and partaking of a sumptuous meal of Malaysian
red curry and paratha in a neighbouring restaurant, we were
taxied to the Batu Caves.

Harry Persaud was born on the West Coast of Demerara, Guyana. He holds a PhD in Anthropology, and has
authored two books on his Guyanese/Canadian experiences. He is a writer, poet, and martial arts practitioner.

Macaque monkey reclining lazily on a side rail eating mangoes
as humans breathlessly struggled upward, leaves one wondering
as to who is more intelligent, them or us!
I preponderate my efforts by staring back with the premise
that humans left the world of Macaques many millions of years
ago! Somehow I felt that my quiet arrogance had taken the
smirk off his face!
As I reached the top of the stairway, behold! I took a deep
breath and in a moment of silence, experienced the flow of
synergy emanating from the many people who came from far
and near to see this human creativity in a superb natural setting.
To see this orchestration of the human need to find Self in the
heart of a limestone hill is truly inspiring.
Devotees from India, and elsewhere, come to admire and
pay homage to Lord Murugan, the legendary son of Lord Shiva.
Murugan in his majestic glory stands 140 feet tall, painted in
gold, and is amongst the tallest statues in all of Asia.
The cave system is massive, running for some two kilometres
within the hills, ascending and descending via well-constructed
stairways into several labyrinths and smaller caverns displaying
secondary shrines and statues of various deities. Many complex
edifices were constructed showing the creative genius of
members of an old and sophisticated civilisation.
Followers of Lord Shiva had gone far and wide across S.E.
Asia over 1,000 years ago, spreading the wisdom of old. They
preached that it was possible to awaken the mind into heights
sublime by merely contemplating Shiva’s presence as Nataraja,
as He danced the world into existence.

Historical Reflection
I reflected briefly, recapitulating some of the history of this
Shiva’s Dance
exquisite country and its wonderful people. The name Malaysia
The dance of Shiva can be interpreted symbolically, as cause
it is believed, originated from the Sanskrit Malayu meaning
and effect of a spatial, temporal world of change and relativity.
“land of mountains”, referring to the Titwangsa mountain range
The so-called ring of fire around Shiva, indicates an interplay
that divides the east and west coastal lands. This area has been
of energy in the creation of matter and time leading to the
inhabited my homo sapiens for over 45,000 years on their way
continuous birth and death of the Universe. Shiva represents
eastward from India towards Australia. Since then Malaysia had
infinity, the empty silence from which new worlds are tapped
gone through an amalgamation of ethnic and cultural diffusions
into existence.
mainly from China and India.
Based on this philosophical position, it is not surprising
Although now a Muslim majority country, Hinduism and
that the ancient Indians invented the Zero. More recently
Buddhism were initially the dominant religions of Malaysia, as
a statue of Shiva was erected at the CERN Institute for the
well as all of S.E. Asia from the fifth to the fifteenth centuries.
study of Advanced Physics near Geneva, in honour of the
Indianisation was the foundation and driving force behind the
interconnection between Quantum Mechanics and the ancient
development of the Malay cultural identity, especially during the
Indian philosophy of Relativity.
Srivijaya Kingdom from the eighth to the twelfth centuries.
The reverberation of temple bells, a call to prayer
The Islamic Sultanate of Malacca ruled the country from
accompanied by soft Karnatic music was reminiscent of my
Malaysia to Borneo after the fall of the Srivijaya dynasty until
visit to India. I was given petals as offerings to a chosen deity
Majestic Lord Murugan in front of Batu Temple
1641, with the coming of the Europeans. The Dutch, Portuguese
accompanied by blessings from the officiating priest.
and British jostled for supremacy until the Dutch-Anglo treaty
One remains silent, being engulfed in a state of spirituality.
of 1824, when the British took control of Malaysia, and the Dutch had
I now understand that temples are not merely places of worship, but are
dominance of Indonesia, until the independence of both countries during
great educational institutions, centres for the learning of the sciences, art,
the twentieth century.
architecture, philosophy, and the human connection to the cosmos.
My wife and I visited well-lit chambers, where visibility was enhanced by
Batu Caves
the many stalactites and stalagmites. These natural features are the results of
The name Batu is derived from the Malay word meaning “rock”. The Batu
calcite deposited over thousands of years by water, which reflect like crystals
Caves apparently were
the sunlight entering
formed around 400
the caves from the
million years ago of
opening at the summit
limestone deposits,
of the hill.
when that part of
There are wide
what became Malaysia
pathways with floral
was under the sea.
designs flanked by
These caves had been
ornaments of life-sized
occupied by humans
peacocks all around.
Sunlight reflecting off limefor thousands of
One is imbued with the
stone - Harry Persaud photos
years. The caves became
aroma of incense and the
centres of worship when a south Indian
swooning chants emanating from various
merchant by the name of Thambooswami
temples in the main foyer.
Pillai discovered it in 1890, after he had a
One could literally walk for hours and
spiritual experience in the main cave.
still there is so much more to experience
There are 272 concrete steps to be
of this magnificent temple complex. At the
climbed in order to reach the cave’s
ground level are intricate works of art and
entrance, some 300 feet above the ground.
bas reliefs of the Ramayana, the epic story
There are several resting platforms for
of Lord Rama, ever so popular in S.E. Asia.
weary travellers and pilgrims on the way
The imposing statue of Hanuman standing
up. The Batu complex consists of three
50 feet tall is quite striking, revealing his
main caves, the larger containing the so
purity of heart in his service to humanity.
called Cathedral temple, and two smaller
The Batu Caves’ temples to my mind are
caves flanking the main temple.
comparable to the hidden treasures in each
As one climbs this steep stairway,
of us. Unless we climb the height of our
it is easy to conceptualise a journey of
limitation and enter the hazy caverns of our
transcendence into a state of detachment
inner beings we will remain surface seers
from the things of the material world.
forever missing what lies deep within.
There is a general feeling of the sanctity
The Batu Caves conjures up a sense of
of this place, especially as one becomes
beauty, sublimity, and divinity as the ego
immersed in the aroma of incense, the
dissolves into oblivion.
sound of temple bells, and the faint
I am ever grateful to Thambooswami
Lord Hanuman, 15 metres tall, stands
Shiva in a circle of infinity dancing the
chanting of Mantras.
Pillai for his discovery of this magnificent
on the way to the Ramayana Cave
world into existence
The constant stare of a long-tailed
place and all that it entails.
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McDonald’s sport essays joyful and abounding
Clem Seecharan, An Abounding Joy: Essays on Sport by Ian
McDonald, Hansib Publications Ltd.
A review by Frank Birbalsingh
s announced in its title, An Abounding Joy: Essays on
Sport by Ian McDonald consists of essays judiciously
selected and arranged by Clem Seecharan into a single
volume of impressive length – 558 pages – providing a fulsome
collection of writing on sport by Ian McDonald, novelist, poet,
author, and supremely gifted essayist.
Although born in Trinidad &
Tobago in 1933, McDonald moved
in 1955 to neighbouring Guyana,
(formerly British Guiana), where
he still lives today. Apart from
his reputation as an international
tennis player, who in the early part
of his career took part in Brandon
trophy tennis matches in the
Caribbean, McDonald later also
appeared as a player at Wimbledon
in 1952, 1953, 1954, and 1959 –
all this in addition to his lifetime
service in Guyana as an executive
in the British company – Bookers
Brothers McConnell Ltd.
Since the early 19th century,
Bookers had dominated trade
and commerce in Guyana, as
owners of more than a dozen sugar
plantations, together with a variety
of related business enterprises,
from department stores to
groceries. Such was the commercial
dominance of Bookers Brothers
McConnell Ltd., that almost no
Guyanese family, whether from
Georgetown, the capital city, nor
distant areas of the countryside,
could remain completely untouched by the company’s business,
or its products from mechanical implements, to books, clothes,
medicines, and even food.
No wonder that the total economic impact of Bookers on
a tiny population of scarcely more than half a million people
in Guyana seemed completely out of proportion, prompting
critics to resort to sarcasm in describing British Guiana as
“Bookers’ Guiana!”

A

Rather than commerce or politics, however, McDonald’s
them all … But cricket is my beloved sport.”
essays in An Abounding Joy are concerned exclusively with
Even at the age of 86, he can still advise young people that,
sport, specifically cricket, and are compiled, edited, and
“by participating in and growing to love sport their lives would
annotated by Clem Seecharan, whose display of exemplary
be lit forever by interest and surprises and excitement and
patience, energy, zest, and commitment is nothing less than
exhilaration and wonders; and will be richer by far than any life
exemplary.
empty of the abounding joy of well-contested games”.
Although a majority of the essays had already appeared in
McDonald also confesses that for him to write about sport
Ian on Sunday, a weekly column published in
without any mention of cricket would be like
the Guyanese newspaper Stabroek News, the
Romeo speaking throughout Shakespeare’s
labour, dedication,
play without mentioning the name of Juliet:
and commitment
“My devotion to cricket, my love of the greatest
required for their
game ever invented cannot be contained here
collection, and reexcept to say that life without cricket would for
arrangement before
me have lacked a supreme flavour.”
re-printing, are more
But we should not ignore Seecharan’s own
demanding than they
substantial, 65-page ‘Preface’, which, while it
look. For the truth is
does not explicitly corroborate a preference
that, in addition to
for cricket over tennis, confirms McDonald’s
his collection, under
undoubted enthusiasm for cricket within
the title of ‘Editor’s
the scope of his career as a Bookers business
Note’, Seecharan
executive, an amateur international squash and
has also added
tennis player, and a dedicated afficionado of
astute comments of
sports generally.
his own, in italics,
Nor does Seecharan hide his own deeply
attached at the end
rooted
passion for cricket when, in an ‘Editor’s
Clem Seecharan
of most essays,
Note’, he reflects on the historical evolution of
thus heightening the value of An
the whole Caribbean region, and discusses fundamental issues
Abounding Joy. It transforms the
of race, colour, and class: “Cricket is also an essential part of
volume into a work of authentic
West Indian culture, a major aspect of Caribbean heritage and
scholarship as well, one that far
identity. It is arguably the most central feature of Caribbean
from appearing superfluous or
identity.” Even more interesting, is his information about “the
supplemental, actually conveys
Georgetown Cricket Club, the oldest in the region, founded
useful if not essential information,
in 1858 – older than Yorkshire County Cricket Club, and
through social, political, and
predating the English Cricket County Championship – even
cultural observations that enhance
older than Wisden, founded in 1864”.
the volume’s historical, sociological,
While devotion to tennis pays McDonald off handsomely
or literary value.
by ensuring his entry as a young player to Wimbledon, in the
Since he played tennis at the
1950s, he remains a true, dedicated follower of cricket who, in
highest international level, whereas he was virtually unknown
An Abounding Joy, relishes the often repeated, yet enduringly
as a cricketer, McDonald’s versatility may perhaps imply his
popular quotation from the Fourth Baron Harris exhorting us
own preference for tennis over cricket; but An Abounding Joy
to regard cricket not merely as sport, but “keenly, honourably,
leaves no doubt about his preference for cricket: “my own love
generously, self-sacrificingly… a moral lesson in itself, and
in sport was cricket and deep down it has remained my deepest the classroom is God’s air and sunshine. Foster [cricket] my
love in all of sport.” While he briefly played competitive squash
brothers, so that it can attract all who can find the time to play
it was, undoubtedly, cricket that remained his favourite sport:
it, protect it from anything that would sully it, so that it might
“Nearly every sport has a fascination for me. I enjoy watching
grow in favour with all men.”

Plasticity of the brain gives it an unhealthy stretch

H

ow do individuals develop their political beliefs? How
do they maintain them? A number of systems in the
brain can give answers. Systems including racism,
prejudice, propaganda, appetites, socialisation, identification,
imitation, adaptation, nationalism, greed, addiction,
bullying, and brainwashing come into play. The behaviour of
psychopaths poses a special problem.
Perhaps the most long-lasting and obvious is prejudiced
behaviour. Prejudice, meaning to pre-judge
as in racism, is behaviour learned at an early
pre-school age from significant others, such
Bernard
as parents, and guardians. This behaviour
Heydorn
develops neural “tracks” in the brain, a form
of imprinting, the laying down of life long
patterns.
It is often passed on from generation to
generation as the US, and other nations, have demonstrated.
There is no vaccine to remove it. Like a virus, it may dip and
dive, having peaks and valleys, but given the right conditions,
as in Trump’s America, it rears its evil head.
The French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre has gone a step
further and suggested evil is part of the human condition,
hence his publication Les Mains Sales (Dirty Hands), suggesting
a leaning towards evil behaviour as part of the human
condition. He purports it to be part of life, for wherever you
turn in life, you can run into “sh*t” or dirty hands, as seen in
racism, tyranny, and dictatorship evident in our world today.
Faced with these realities, humans have learned to adapt and
adjust – survival of the fittest (Charles Darwin). The abnormal
becomes “normal”. Many are afraid to even speak and watch as
the norms of decency disintegrate before their eyes.
We have seen this in Hitler’s Germany, in Putin’s Russia and
the Soviet Union, in China and North Korea, and in modern
day America in Trump’s presidency. Every man for himself and
God for us all, they say. This is a result of the brain’s plasticity,
an ability to change or accommodate, “to hold candle in
devil face” as my father used to say when I was growing up in
colonial British Guiana.
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Another aspect of brain function is the appeal and addiction Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four.
of money, the prime motivator.
Tell a lie, make it big, repeat it over and over and it sticks like
Like all addictions, neural patterns are set up in the brain,
glue in receptive minds. Does this all sound very familiar?
which are very difficult, if not impossible to remove. Money is
Then there is the “messianic” leader. I am “the Chosen One”,
considered “the root of all evil”, the current American president says Trump. There is a part of the brain that creates hysteria
being a prime example.
and cult following. The religious leader Jimmy Jones and the
As Brother Resistance, the Trinidadmassacre in Jonestown in Guyana comes
Caribbean poet points out in his poem
to mind. Hysteria and cult worship are
Dollar Horror, “de
powerful “fire starters” in the brain. Once lit,
almighty dollar, paralyse
they spread like wildfire. They hypnotise the
man like a stroke, harness
individual, a love/hate toxin that controls the
man like a yoke, grip
mind.
man throat till he choke,
Psychopathy is a brain function which
yuh feel is joke ah joke?”
have been involved in some politicians that
(1986).
cannot be ignored. Unlike sociopathy, which
Money is a status
is learned, gangland Al Capone-style, the
symbol – a sign of power and influence. It
origins of psychopaths and their behaviour
can buy votes, bribe individuals, and win
are not clear cut. More research is needed in
elections. The calypsonian sings, “Money in
this area.
the land with the Yankee dollar bill”, pointing
Its manifestation is evident in actions
out the American effect in society. There is
that are devoid of any conscience or guilt, is
a lot of dirty money in politics. It keeps the
cruel and inhumane, is narcissistic, a “Teflon”
Jean-Paul Sartre
brain percolating.
personality, bullying and selfish, lacking any
Then there is nationalism. It worked like a charm in Hitler’s
sense of morality. Psychopaths can be found in every stream of
Nazi Germany, the call to deify the Aryan white “super race”.
society. Among politicians they can wreak havoc to a country
Fake nationalism is bearing fruit in modern day Trump’s
and its citizens, as is the situation in the US at present.
America. His call is to make America “great again”. It is “the
Many folks wonder why the current American President,
American Dream”. When you add “white” to that rallying
after almost four disastrous years, probably the worst in the
call, “Make America white again”, you have a more than toxic
country’s history, maintains the support of over 40 percent of
combination.
the voters. Many still believe in him, clinging to him, willing to
The emotional centres of the brain are set up to receive,
vote for him and his minions in the upcoming election, giving
record and act on these messages. White supremacists, the
him another four years in office.
“religious right”, radicalised groups and others take this bait
This is not an open and closed case. This is not simply a
and run with it. It is the dog whistle and stirs those waiting to
matter of party politics. In one sense you can blame it on the
hear and act on it. Politicians like Trump use it for great effect.
brain! But can the brain not be modified? Can people never see
This brings me to the biggest baits of all – propaganda,
the light? Can folks never learn from their mistakes? Can good
conspiracy theories, pseudo-truths, repetition, fake media,
ever triumph over evil? These are ongoing questions that may
methods of mind manipulation, depicted in novels like George
never be answered.
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Returnee recalls stress as govt abandons nationals abroad
Port-of-Spain – The feeling of abandonment by the government hit home hard, Dipinder Manocha said last week as he
recalled the trauma of becoming nationless after Trinidad and
Tobago closed down its the borders in March.
“We felt abandoned,” a tearful Manocha said.
It was an anguishing four-month struggle to return, Manocha said, recalling the mental stress of being abandoned after the
borders were shut tight. He is 66 years old, and a businessman
based in south Trinidad. He was born in India.
Said Manocha of the post-stress and anxiety that now haunts
him: “Even to date [he returned on July 24]… I can’t go to work.
I am lost. I can’t find myself. I just can’t relate; it is like I am
numb. It is like a bad dream. It has changed me to see that I had
to fight to come back home.”
He left Trinidad and Tobago on March 11 to visit his 90-yearold mother in India, but cut short his trip after learning borders
were going to be closed due to Covid-19 turning into a fullblown pandemic.
He made a desperate dash from Delhi to Singapore, then to
Tokyo, Los Angeles, and finally Miami, where he was booked
to catch the last flight leaving the US for Piarco International
Airport. But the gods of chaos intervened, and a Covid-19 scare
at LAX delayed the flight. He missed his connection to Trinidad,
which meant he had to check into a hotel in Miami, where he
remained in self-isolation.
Isolated in a hotel in Miami, he continued to grow anxious as
time passed with no word from the Trinidad and Tobago government on when he could return. Four applications for an exemption from the Ministry of National Security went unheeded,
he said.
Manocha said it grew even worse for his state of mind when
one of his sons had to undergo emergency bypass surgery in
Trinidad during his forced stay in Miami. Reaching out on social media, he eventually discovered, and linked up with other
stranded Trinidadians.
“We started a group on Facebook, [to] assist each other emotionally, and when we were doing that it gave us comfort that at

Dipinder Manocha
least we were able to help each other... Then we were told that
we needed to apply as a group, because group applications could
be done faster.”
Manocha described some of the hardships endured by members of the group while waiting as “heart-breaking”.
“A mother had to feed (her) baby sugar water. So the group
got together to send money to this woman,” he said.
Another Trinidadian couple with a baby were forced to camp
inside the Miami International Airport, he said. The family
bought meals at a fast-food outlet in the airport, and used the
washroom facilities there.
Other Caribbean countries were making arrangements for
their nationals to return home, which made it difficult for their
group, Manocha said. The group could not understand why the

Now T&T govt to open up repatriation doors

Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley announced
While nationals abroad were relieved with the government’s
on Saturday plans by his government to begin repatriating na- change of heart, a few were sceptical.
tionals stranded abroad. As the news filtered abroad that Row“We hope [Rowley] sticks to his word,” said Sheena Millet.
ley was meeting with the National Security ministry this week, She is a national and member of the group, ‘T&T Nationals
stranded nationals began responding with relief, with one ex- Stuck Abroad: Helping Hands’. Millet resides in France, and has
claiming, “God is hearing our cries!”
been advocating for nationals stranded abroad to be allowed reThere are approximately 2,000 Trinidad and Tobago nationals turn to Trinidad and Tobago.
stranded abroad since the government closed
Her mother has been stranded in Florida
the borders on March 23.
since March. According to Millet, there may
However, even as Rowley indicated that
be close to 2,000 citizens stranded abroad who
more exemptions will be granted, he cautioned
have been trying to return home for months.
transport would be another issue.
“We are hopeful that [Rowley] sticks to his
Said Rowley: “We are going to maximise the
words, and hoping repatriation flights can be
amount of exemptions granted. [However,] the
organised. [Of course, paid by us], because
transportation system is another story, because
the cost of private jets to get home is more
borders are closed, and there is no scheduled
than any of us have to spend now that we have
transport. But given where we are at now, and
been here over six months now,” she said.
with the use of home quarantine, our case to
Another stranded national said, “We are
keep people outside has been considerably reso relieved and hoping the PM sends reduced, and we will grant the exemptions in a
patriation flights, as private jets can go into
much more liberal way.”
the thousands of US dollars to get home.
Starting August 15, Trinidad and Tobago
I’ve been stuck in Seattle, Washington, since
began recording an exponential spike in CoMarch, and I have been out of medication for
vid-19 cases, a consequence been National Semy heart. It’s only God and prayers that I’m
Keith Rowley
curity Minister Stuart Young announcing that
still alive. This should have been done a long
the government would be stepping back from its repatriation time... I’m happy to hear this news: the depression and mental
efforts.
frustration were real.”
But on Saturday, Rowley announced the government’s deciAnother stranded national, Abby, described Rowley’s ansion to maximise exemptions, saying this “chapter” needs to be nouncement as a “balm to her wounds”.
closed, and those who live in Trinidad and Tobago, but remain
“Like most nationals, I am a bit hopeful now that the governstuck abroad when the borders were closed on March 22 will be ment has addressed us nationals stranded abroad. I am feeling a
the first priority.
slight relief but I’m also cautious because I can’t fully trust what
Rowley said the government will try to assist with repatria- the government is saying until I am home. I have been here since
tion flights as it did for returning university students.
March,” she said.
“After eight months, we really need to close this chapter in a
Another stranded national, Dr Karen Sohan, said the dismore effective way to those persons who have been on the out- placed citizens have come together to assist one another, and
side; [they] have been very patient. We need to bring them home said while the government’s response to their plight has been
as quickly as we can, but we do have transportation issues,” he disappointing to date, they continue to hold on to hope that they
said.
will be able to come home soon.
Rowley added: “I am just giving here the health department
Said Sohan: “The displaced nationals are quite a proactive
far more work to do, but I think we really must get these people group in many ways; they look after the neediest who have been
home.”
stranded. We have devised a working plan based on current inWhen asked if returning nationals would be allowed to quar- ternational guidelines as well as local policy, which has gained
antine at home, Rowley said, “We haven’t reached there yet,” the support of many health care professionals in Trinidad. This
adding that decision will rest with the Chief Medical Officer, Dr will be hand-delivered to the ministries as they have failed to
Roshan Parasram. Last week a Ministry of Health policy change respond to e-mails. While the government’s response has been
began allowing Covid-19 positive patients exhibiting mild symp- disappointing to date, we remain focused on getting back to our
toms to quarantine at home.
beloved country, so we welcome any efforts.”
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Trinidad and Tobago government was treating them as outcasts.
Eventually, he and the other six Trinidadians made their way
to Antigua, where they were treated with respect.
“We were treated as if we were Antiguans. We were welcomed.
We followed protocols with masks and sanitising hands; it was
more like self-quarantine,” he said.
After spending almost six weeks in Antigua, Manocha said
he took legal action against the government of Trinidad and Tobago. Within seven days, he and a group of Trinidad and Tobago
nationals, including two cancer patients and their spouses, received exemptions.
The group arrived in Trinidad on July 24. According to Manocha, having endured “an emotional storm, mental fatigue, [and]
physically tired”, the treatment meted out to them at the Piarco
International Airport was “inhumane”.
Said Manocha: “[We] were treated as if we were criminals.”
While stranded abroad, Manocha estimates he spent over
(TT) $200,000 above what he had originally planned when he
left Trinidad and Tobago in March to visit his aging mother in
India.
Manocha said there are many Trinidad and Tobago nationals
stranded abroad who are either running low on money, or are
barely surviving. He called on the government of Trinidad and
Tobago to set up a repatriation hub, and to start bringing home
200 nationals every two weeks.

T&T nationals stranded
in India need support,
running low on funds
Port-of-Spain – Nationals abroad in India for the last five
months following the advice from the government of Trinidad
and Tobago to shelter in place say they are running low on funds
and need State support.
Sangeeta Jagdeo, artistic director of the International Foundation for Cultural Relations, told the local media last week she
is stranded in New Delhi with other nationals since Trinidad
and Tobago closed its borders on March 23. Included in the
group are elderly nationals between the ages of 68-78, who are
afflicted with ailments as diabetes and hypertension.
Jagdeo said since told to shelter abroad and not return to
Trinidad and Tobago, she has not received any support from the
government. Last month she traveled the 30-plus kilometres to
Gurgaon four times to deliver medicine to a group
of 14 stranded nationals. During her last visit,
Jagdeo noticed the elderly
were depressed.
According to Jagdeo,
the nationals have been
away from Trinidad and
Tobago since the top of
the year when they arrived
on a tour. She said what
is making it worse for the
stranded nationals is there
has been no response from
the Ministry of National
Security to their requests
Sangeeta Jagdeo
to return home.
Said Jagdeo: “The government has abandoned its citizens in
our most crucial time of need. They did not seek the interest of
their nationals. What did Trinidad and Tobago do? They locked
down the borders, and took four students from India, and left
all the other people behind. I saw people in Florida, the UK, and
Canada, getting exemptions; but nothing here for us in India.”
She added: “Our finances are running out, and even though
the people here are supporting us, how long will we be supported here from the people in India? We are fortunate because the
hospitality is great, but we cannot overstay our time here.”
Jagdeo noted the recent development where the government
is now allowing Covid-19 patients to quarantine at home. If this
is so, then the government should allow nationals stranded in in
India to return and isolate in their homes, she said. She added
if there are returnees who are high risk, then they can go to into
the State’s quarantine facilities.
Jagdeo also said the group has been trying to contact the
Trinidad and Tobago High Commission in New Delhi, but no
one answers the phone.
“We do not even know who the Trinidad and Tobago representative is to India. It is taxpayers that is paying for that High
Commission to represent [the country] in India. They refuse to
take our calls. Every time you call the phone, it is switched off,”
she complained.
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Hindsight lesson for Hinds

Scathing social media criticism for ignoring hungry man

Marla Dukharan

T&T’s foreign exchange
reserves face depletion
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago runs the risk of depleting its Foreign Exchange reserves should there be no meaningful
macroeconomic intervention in its economy, economist Marla
Dukharan said last week.
In her report titled, Trinidad & Tobago Balance of Payments
Risk: Why T&T could be heading to default and a balance of
payments crisis by end-2022, Dukharan said: “Our declining FX
reserves (and Heritage and Stabilisation Fund) in the context of
rising debt and persistent weakness in our exports, suggest that
at some point we will run out of foreign currency, if nothing is
done.”
Dukharan noted in her report that a country’s Balance of Payments account captures all the foreign currency transactions it
makes with the rest of the world, which includes, but is not limited, to imports, exports, remittances, and foreign direct investment.
Said Dukharan: “The net effect of all these foreign exchange
transactions is reflected in the change to the level of FX reserves
held at the Central Bank – if we earn foreign currency, FX reserves increase, if we lose foreign currency, FX reserves decline.”
Dukharan added that a balance of payments crisis occurs
when a country does not have enough funds to meet its foreign
currency denominated obligations, either debt or otherwise.
She also noted Trinidad and Tobago is one of the most difficult
places in the Caribbean to source USD.
She also pointed out that while the HSF was never designed
to be used to defend the exchange rate, the recent legislative
amendment allows the Minister of Finance to access the fund to
the tune of (US) $1.5 billion in a crisis.
Further, Dukharan projected that as there was “no legislated
limit on frequency of USD 1.5 billion drawdown”, there is little
doubt that the HSF will be used to augment the level of FX reserves.
According to Dukharan, the cumulative contributions of the
government to the HSF have only been US $2.5 billion since inception, with the remainder being earned by the fund manager.
The balance on the HSF is currently about (US) $6 billion,
which provides approximately seven months of import cover,
and Dukharan expressed no new government contributions
have been made in the last six fiscal years, meaning the fund has
only grown through portfolio performance.
Said Dukharan: “Combined, the HSF and the level of FX reserves currently provide about 14-15 months of import cover,
and as argued below, unless the policy stance of the Government
changes, Trinidad and Tobago could run out of foreign exchange
in about two years.”
In 2019, despite Trinidad and Tobago exporting more than it
imported, Dukharan asserted the net outflow of capital left the
country with a net negative position on the Balance of Payments
account, and therefore a decline in the level of FX reserves.
Dukharan asserted that FX reserves have been steadily declining since December 2014, when it reached an all-time high
of US $11.5 billion, or 13 months of import cover. She noted
that the current level of FX reserves now stands around US $7.2
billion, returning to the level of February-March 2008, following
an uptick from the June 2020 US $500 million bond issue.
She said this US $7.2 billion level represents a decline of 37
percent from the all-time high in December 2014.
According to Dukharan: “If we back out the impact of
USD500 million in debt issued in June 2020, and look at what
has been earned organically by our economy, we can see that we
have been losing on average over USD70 million per month for
over five years.”
This loss is not a sustainable situation, she declared, adding
it will end in default or a Balance of Payments crisis in Trinidad
and Tobago if it is maintained.
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Port-of-Spain – In response to stinging criticism
describing him as tone-deaf
and out-of-touch, newly-appointed Youth Development
and National Services Minister Fitzgerald Hinds last week
sought to defend an apparently insensitive Facebook post
following his encounter with a
socially-displaced man.
Hinds made the initial
Facebook post after driving
away from a needy man who
accosted him outside a supermarket last week.
Defending his first post, he
then doubled-down on, and
Fitzgerald Hinds
finally deleted, the offending
note on why he drove away
from a hungry man who requested money to buy food.
In an attempt to defend his poor judgement, an action for
which he received scathing criticism throughout the country, including from his PNM supporters, Hinds took to doing damage
control on a morning radio programme.
On that programme, he claimed he was thinking about his
commitment to Trinidad and Tobago and his new portfolio
when he decided to drive off following interaction with the indigent man.
Said Hinds: “The reason that I posted that is because, operating in my mind as I drove off because of my commitment to
this country, because of my commitment to young people, I saw
that as telling me that here we have some young people in this
country who needs to be counselled, and to be guided, and to be
prepared for more productive lives, and don’t have to ‘undignify’
themselves in making requests of other people when they can
do it themselves.”
He added: “All of this is what was operating in my mind: my
love, my compassion, and most of all, my commitment, given
my recent appointment in doing something about these kinds
of issues in society.”
Recalling the incident during the radio interview, Hinds said
he also had Covid-19 on his mind when the man approached
his car.He also said the issue was not so much that the man had
asked for money, but that he specified a sum.

The Deleted Facebook Post

N

ot even aware that I was in his focus, on exiting the Massy Foodstore, I entered my vehicle.
I settled in and observed a body up to my window. Closer observation revealed a perhaps 30-year old,
healthy-looking, muscular man. I looked for the piper in
him and could not find it. He beckoned me to talk to him.
I rolled down my glass window and he delivered! ‘Ah just
asking for a lil $20 to buy something to eat!’ I immediately
reflected on a previous occasion when another young man
asked me for ‘Ah lil $100’. I have given financial and other
assistance many times in greater quantity, but I refused
them both! Ah doh like the idea of young, apparently fit
men begging! And ah doh like it more, when they tell me
hummuch dey want! I reflected deeply on my new portfolio, took a deep breath; and drove away highly energised
to do this critical work.
Hinds claimed to be one of the most generous people in the
world, adding, “So that is just really what was operating in my
mind, but the context of this was I had just come out of the supermarket, and interestingly enough I had gone in there to buy
food, and God is my witness, for someone who needed it.”
Hinds said he only had time to do a quick assessment as he
had a contracting window to deliver his supermarket purchases
on time.
Said Hinds: “Some people are of the view I should have
stopped and taken him to my office and found out what was his
condition. I just explained to you, truthfully, what the context
was, and the timeframe, and the assessment that I made. It was
not about judging the man. I don’t know the man. It was just a
quick, usual, ordinary assessment that every simple human being conducts when another human is standing in front of them.”
Hinds said he felt it was important to make the Facebook post
since he viewed such experiences as learning and teaching moments. However, he believes the population wasted too much
time when he was called out for being tone-deaf to the man’s
poverty and his need for a meal.
Said Hinds: “When I now look back with hindsight at the way
that matter exercised the whole country almost for that whole
day yesterday, I really do think it is a waste of all of our time in
terms of exercising ourselves on this matter, when there are so
many other important things to address.”

UNC Youth to Hinds: Step up, or step-down

Port-of-Spain – The UNC Youth Arm last week called on
Minister of Youth Development and National Services Fitzgerald Hinds to either “step up, or step-down” following his controversial and insensitive social media post about an indigent man
who asked for money to purchase food.
Hinds posted his apparently tone-deaf
statement last week on Facebook, and following nation-wide criticism, doubleddown on his statement. A day later, he
was forced to defended his statements on
a morning radio programme.
Many nationals, among them members of his own PNM party, said the post
was offensive and insensitive.
In a statement issued last Saturday, the
UNC Youth Arm called for Hinds to resign. Hinds received his credentials to his
office late last month.
Said the group: “[Hinds] has once
again shown us his true colours. On another day we will discuss his vicious attacks at the Opposition whenever he is under pressure. On
another day we will discuss the ‘Alligators in a murky lagoon’
comment. But today, we will discuss what we see as his disgusting and inhumane post to social media.”
The group added that while Hinds is within his right to withhold his money, and even boast about it, he must not forget the
importance of the post he holds.
Said the UNC group: “By no means are we suggesting that he
should have given him money, or even a job. But as a responsible Minister of Youth Development, he should have taken his
time to hold a proper conversation with this youth. One of substance, one of motivation, one that is productive. This would
have changed the narrative of this young man’s life, and perhaps
empower him. It would have even changed the narrative of the
public discussion on how the matter was handled.”
It noted that a teachable moment was lost, and instead Hinds

had the “unmitigated gall” to post the encounter on Facebook.
Said the group: “The UNC Youth Arm wants to know if there
is a criterion that fits someone who begs. Mr. Minister, what is
the requirement for one to beg? I am sure there is none. Did the
Minister bother to question why the young man was asking for
money in the first place? Was it for himself or to help his family? What lead him
to this position?”
Additionally, “The country’s unemployment rate continues to rise, and if Mr.
Minister and his government had done a
better job of creating more and better opportunities for the citizenry, this may not
be the reality... This latest statement by
the Honourable MP is very irresponsible,
reckless, lacks remorse and lacks empathy.
Do better, sir! Either you step up or stepdown Mr. Minister!”
Also weighing in on the outrage, the
Congress of the People urged Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley to revoke Hinds’ appointment. COP questioned whether Hinds’ insensitivity was a
sign of the approach he would take in his new role as Minister
of Youth Development. It said the Minister took an “uncaring
approach”, particularly in light of his new portfolio.
Said COP: “While we do understand it is your money to give,
why would you, a Minister who has just been given a portfolio
to HELP our youth, now openly decry a young man? Was this
young man one of the thousands who during this pandemic may
have found themselves on hard times? Furthermore was this
young man suffering from a mental disease? Is this indicative of
your approach as Minister in this new ministry?”
It added that Hinds’ approach was no way to treat a person,
regardless of his personal views, and added it was looking forward to seeing what course Rowley would take.
It called on Rowley to act quickly and revoke Hinds’ appointment.
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India’s Independence Day festivities go virtual in NY

Pandemic safety response sees online re-invention of live music, film, & dance
of people from all over. The Battery Dance Festival is New York City’s longestBy Lavina Melwani
running free public dance festival. Each year, the Festival draws a combined
here was no better way to usher in India’s 74th Independence Day than by
audience of over 12,000 people.
attending a Freedom Concert with Sarod Legend Ustad Amjad Ali Khan.
Thanks to the Indo-American Arts Council, there was no
“Everyone is feeling the absence of live performances, the interaction with
audiences that feeds performers. The consequence in loss of income and
need to rush to theatres, nor hunt for a parking space. In fact, the
human engagement is incalculable,” says Hollander who has a long history
maestro appeared virtually in every home and mesmerised
with India. “On the other hand, we never would have been able to have
residents with Vaishnav Janato and Ram Dhun, followed by
such a varied, robust, and scintillating program of Indian dance without the
Raag Darbari composed by Mian Tansen in the 15th Century.
The musical riches included Aeyri Sakhi composed by Hasrat
opportunity to ‘go virtual’.”
In fact, this festival was a nice blend of the real and the reel, as they were
Amir Khusro in the 13th Century.
able to record both Sophia Salingaros, Bharatanatyam dancer, and Sutradhar
Indeed, these are the events that give New Yorkers much joy in
Rajika Puri on the stage at Wagner Park facing the waterfront and the Statue
a world that is fast slipping out of our grip: a world-class music
of Liberty. This is the first and only such filming that has been done in
concert, a major dance festival, and a film festival are the
New York City since the pandemic hit in March. Says Hollander,
delights of must-see events on our summer social calendar. In
“Battery Park City Authority worked with us to establish safety
the years gone by, each of these was a much anticipated reallife event, with crowds meeting friends and rubbing shoulders
protocols, and to help us in every way to cover the expenses and
logistical hurdles involved.”
with celebrities. Here we share the past memories and how
As every year, live performances on the beautiful New York
each event has been reborn or reinvented this year.
waterfront had been planned, but once the pandemic hit,
A major attraction in the Big Apple has always been
Hollander says, “We had to pivot quickly and with the help of
IAAC’s New York Indian Film Festival, held over several days
in summer, and the main attraction was always the films, panels, and
Rajika Puri, my co-curator, we discovered magnificent artists
and forms that I hadn’t known – Theyyam and Koodiyattam
after-parties. This is the first year that the festival has been virtual,
but the excitement has been maintained with some great films and
especially, Pradeesh Thiruthiya, and Kapila Venu respectively
– as well as the opportunity to show new films made especially
unusual panels that you wouldn’t get to see anywhere else. So you had
for us by Bijayini Satpathy, and Sreelakshmi Govardanan,
Mira Nair and Kal Penn from The Namesake discussing the late, great
and Santosh Nair, and Sooraj Subramaniam. Aditi Mangaldas
Irrfan Khan with film festival director Aseem Chhabra, who also later
contributed a beautiful and heart-felt montage, and Aakash
conducted a lively interview with the inimitable Manoj Bajpayee.
There was a rich array of independent features and
Odedra shared a glimpse of the new products that would have toured
internationally were it not for the pandemic.”
documentaries. Moothon won the best film award while Best
So with the wizardry of technology, Hollander was able to continue
actress winner was Garggi Ananthan from Run Kalyani and
best actor was Nivin Pauly for Moothon; the best director award
the tradition established in 1993 of celebrating India’s Independence Day
was bagged by Achal Mishra for Gamak Ghar, and the best
by devoting an entire Festival program to the many avatars of Indian dance.
Bijayini Satpathy
This was seen on YouTube, and was available to viewers for ten days after the
documentary was Vibha Bakshi’s Son-Rise. The good thing is that
premiere till August 26. The great thing about virtual programming is that people in India and
unlike a live show, the virtual ones go on forever – there is a chance to catch the films days after
the event, to introduce new people to them; and unlike a live show, the moment lives on forever.
the US will be able to watch, and don’t have to trek to Manhattan to see this rich array of dancers
who are from both India and the Indian diaspora.
In fact, virtual film festivals are going to be the new normal as film festivals try to reinvent
The dancers from different parts of the world included Aakash Odedra and Hu Shenyuan
themselves in a very different world. Seven South Asian film festivals based in the US and
Canada have decided to combine and have one big virtual festival in October.
from the Aakash Odedra Company in the UK, presenting a preview of their new production
The Coalition of South Asian Festivals is a virtual festival that brings together Tasveer South
Samsara. Drawing on thinking and imagery at the heart of Buddhist philosophy, Samsara
explores some of the 81 obstacles and six states of mind that can hold us back.
Asian Film Festival, SeattleChicago South Asian Film Festival, Washington DC South Asian
The other dance companies include Aditi Mangaldas who presents Amorphous – The Zero
Film Festival, Mosaic International South Asian Film Festival, Nepal America International Film
Festival, and Vancouver International South Asian Film Festival.
Moment in contemporary Kathak; Pradeesh Thiruthiya from India showcasing the world
premiere of Theyyam; Sadhya Dance from India with the world premiere of Grapple; Sooraj
Pulkit Datta, director of Tasveer says, “The virtual festival will run for 15 days from October
Subramaniam from Australia, and Belgium show Two Minutes of Movement, a contemporary
3-17, featuring free online screenings of latest films and web content, along with Q&As with the
creators. It will also include webinars focused on key industry topics, as well as other unique
work. There’s also Sopha Salingaros from the US spotlighting Shambho Mahadeva, a
virtual events. CoSAFF will be the largest South Asian film festival in North America.” Now that
Bharatanatyam performance of Lord Shiva’s celestial dancing imagined in the story of the birth
of the Ganges River.
sounds like the mother of all movie marathons!
Still, what one wouldn’t give for a moment in the sunshine actually watching these
Speaking of dance, one cannot help but think on Independence Day about the India Day
program of the annual Downtown Dance Festival initiated by Jonathan Hollander, director of
performances on the waterfront, facing the Statue of Liberty; or seeing films with friends in the
old downtown theatre, drinking white wine and smuggling in samosas. These moments will
the Battery Dance Company. Every year on Independence Day scores of Indian dancers from
all disciplines turn the Wall Street area into a Little India with dancing feet, and draw thousands
surely return – we just have to watch and wait; and of course, continue to wear our masks!

T

Mahesh Bhatt’s music legacy continues to soar

M

ahesh Bhatt is synonymous with
soulful music. What really ticks about
his music is the feeling of catharsis that
stays with the listeners.
His exploration of intense emotions has given
the world some famous chartbusters. His taste
for excellent verse in songs from Arth, Sadak,
Aashiqui and Aashiqui 2, Woh Lamhe, Gangster,
and so on, are a testimony to this fact.
His music evokes a certain sense of nostalgia
reminiscent of simpler times, and how those
stories were told in his songs, still gives us goose
bumps.
Bhatt is quite an expert in bridging the gap
between an idealistic, artistic vision, and the
parameters of mainstream cinema, and he knows
how to apply the same principles in his choice of
music too. This is why he has managed to give us
hits after hits, for years.
For instance, Tu Hi Meri Shab Hai from
Gangster still lights up that special corner of the
heart, replete with romance and complete submission for
the beloved.
Kya Mujhe Pyaar Hai from Woh Lamhe is still that
song that one wants to dance to when one experiences the
ecstasy of first love.
From haunting melodies to unconventional renditions,
Bhatt has always managed to strike the right chord with
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Mahesh Bhatt (back row) with the cast from Sadak 2
the audience that has taken the songs of his films to the
top of the charts. It looks like Sadak 2 will also be an
extension of his musical genius.
In Sadak, he brought out the prowess of his elder
daughter, Pooja Bhatt to the fore, and now the family
legacy continues with Alia Bhatt in Sadak 2.
We have all wanted her to be directed by the ultimate
Mahesh Bhatt, and finally, that wait will be over. We have

not been able to stop humming the tune of
Ishq Kamaal from the film.
This emotional composition by debutant
Suniljeet, who has also penned this with
Shalu Vaish, strikes just the right notes.
With vocals by Javed Ali, the song is a
journey into the resounding power that
love possesses. The composition is simple,
yet effective.
It seems that Mahesh Bhatt has chosen
the right tracks for his grand comeback,
retaining his natural sense of melody, with
what looks like a great album. Tum Se Hi,
the other track from Sadak 2, has already
garnered a lot of praise.
Ankit Tiwari’s vocals leave the listener
with a prevailing sense of calm. While we
know that there is a gripping story that will
steer this romantic road thriller, we are sure
that the music will also add just the right
amount of feelings we are all craving for.
A host of talented actors like Mohan Kapur, Gulshan
Grover, Jisshu Sengupta, Priyanka Bose, and Akshay
Anand are also supporting the main cast of SajayDutt,
Alia Bhatt, Aditya Roy Kapur, and Makarand Deshpande
in the movie. With Ishq Kamaal ready to scale up the
charts, we cannot wait for the whole album to be released
soon!
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278 Eddystone Avenue
North York
(South of Finch off Jane St)

647

Now
Open

344.7700

5 DOUBLES 5 FREE
Specials:

BUY

& GET

DHALPURI/
&
BUY 5 PARATHA GET 5 FREE
BUY 5 ALOO PIES 5 FREE
& GET
Everyday Specials:
Veggie Roti Only $
Chicken Roti

6.99
99
$6.
99
$6.
99
$6.
$

Jerk Chicken with Rice & Peas
Bone Chicken with Roti or Rice
Shrimp Roti Only

Opening
Hours:

4.99

Dhal, Rice & Smoked Herring
Callaloo, Rice & Stew Chicken
Pachowni with Rice & Dhal
Stew Chicken with Rice & Dhal

Wednesday to Saturday
Sunday					
Monday & Tuesday		

9 am to 7 pm
9 am to 4 pm
Closed

We do small & large catering. Uber Eats Delivery.
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Dhoni rose to pinnacle from cricket’s backwater

‘

[He] will be missed
for his remarkable
self-control, [and]
his ability to change
the tempo of a
match...

By Romeo Kaseram
ahendra Singh Dhoni announced his
retirement from international cricket
on August 15, 2020, capping off an
illustrious career adorned with gems such as India’s
whitewash of Australia in a Test series under his
captaincy in 2013, the achievement making the Indians
the first team to do so in more than 40 years.
Also according to Wikipedia, in the Indian Premier
League, Dhoni captained the Chennai Super Kings
to victory at the 2010, 2011, and the 2018 seasons.
He also took away wins in the Champions League
Twenty20 in 2010 and 2014. On the international
stage, Dhoni starred in 2011 when Time magazine
included him in its annual Time 100 list as one of the
“Most Influential People in the World”.
Wikipedia tells us Dhoni was born in
Ranchi, Bihar (now in Jharkhand) on
July 7, 1981, into a Hindu Rajput family,
his paternal village Lwali located in the
Lamgara block of the Almora District of
Uttarakhand.The family later moved back
Mahendra Dhoni: wicketkeeper and batsman par excellence
from Uttarakhand to Ranchi, where his
father Pan Singh worked with the engineering, contracting, and captain of the ICC World Test XI in 2009, 2010, and 2013, and
consulting company MECON.
was selected a record eight times in ICC World ODI XI teams,
Dhoni’s early years of study also saw him excelling in extraand five times as captain. He is also the holder of numerous
curricular activities, particularly in badminton and football,
captaincy records, with Wikipedia citing as stellar achievements
where in the latter pursuit he performed competently as a
his most wins by an Indian captain in ODIs and T20Is, and
goalkeeper. As Wikipedia notes, Dhoni’s football coach, noting
most back-to-back wins by an Indian captain in ODIs.
his emergent agility and athleticism, sent him to play with a
In his celebration of Dhoni’s retirement from international
local cricket club.
cricket, Suresh Menon, Editor of Wisden India Cricketers’
Right away, Dhoni put his acrobatic skills between the
Almanack, tells us he was India’s most successful captain,
goalposts to work behind the stumps, and this saw him making taking India to the No 1 ranking and leading the team in 2011
the leap to become a regular wicketkeeper for the Commando
to a World Cup win after 28 years, along with victory in 2007
Cricket Club from 1995-1998. His capable performance behind in the World T20, which set up the IPL revolution and the
the wicket led to his selection for the 1997-1998 season for the
Champions Trophy in 2013.
Vinoo Mankad Trophy Under-16 Championship. Following his
Says Menon: “In white ball cricket he is one of the all-time
successful, early development, Dhoni began focusing more on
greats, his 84 undefeated innings pushing his average above
the game of cricket.
50 in one-day internationals. Only Ricky Ponting has led his
Dhoni’s international career is studded with gems from his
team, Australia, to more wins. Dhoni has led in and won more
tenure as captain, according to Wikipedia. He led the Indian
matches than any other captain in T20 internationals. He led
national team in limited-overs formats from 2007 to 2016, and
India in the most number of Tests, 60, and was only recently
in Test cricket from 2008 to 2014. Again under his captaincy,
overtaken by Virat Kohli as the most successful.”
India won the 2007 ICC World Twenty20, the 2010 and 2016
While Dhoni’s reign had profound impacts on Indian cricket
Asia Cups, the 2011 ICC Cricket World Cup, and the 2013 ICC
as a game, Menon notes his successes also rippled beyond the
Champions Trophy, Wikipedia notes.
boundary into India’s hierarchal social construct as well.
As a right-handed middle-order batsman, Dhoni is one
According to Menon, “[Dhoni] rose from what was then a
of the highest run scorers in One Day Internationals with an
backwater of Indian cricket – the eastern city of Ranchi – and
aggregate of over 10,000 runs. Wikipedia tells us he made his
continued the work begun by a predecessor, Sourav Ganguly,
ODI debut in December 2004, against Bangladesh. In 2005,
who turned to the non-traditional cricketing centres and
he played his first Test against Sri Lanka. He was named as the
discovered players of international standard.”

M
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Ballance off due
to stress, anxiety

Y

orkshire batsman Gary
Ballance is currently
managing “heightened
feelings of anxiety and stress”
related to the Covid-19 lockdown
in the UK, and consequently
Gary Ballance
is unavailable for selection, the
county club said last week.
Ballance did not see field time during Yorkshire’s
campaign in the Bob Willis Trophy. According to Cricbuzz
reports, he recently “suffered a viral illness”. Last week
Yorkshire indicated Balance was off the selection list
indefinitely, despite his increased training, and ongoing
work on regaining his general fitness.
According to a Yorkshire statement, “Gary is currently
managing some heightened feelings of anxiety and stress
following a long period of isolation due to the Covid-19
lockdown, his own recent viral illness, and other personal
factors.”
It added, “The post-viral symptoms have affected his
physical preparation for this shortened cricket season. He
is currently unavailable for selection, and we are unable
to put any timescales on his return to playing at this time.
However, Gary has increased his training volumes over the
last week and is working hard both in the nets and on his
general fitness.”
Yorkshire reiterated its commitment to Ballance’s
recovery, saying his “health and well-being remain
our priority”. It added the Club and medical staff “will
continue to work closely with Gary to support his return
to playing as soon as possible”.
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He adds, “Dhoni’s elevation as captain continued a
process begun with the aristocrats – the maharajahs
and nawabs – who led in the early years, the
middle-class players (often bankers) who followed,
and then the small-town talent who spread the
game; this in some ways reflecting the evolution of
Indian society itself.”
As Menon notes, Dhoni was eight years old
when aristocrat Sachin Tendulkar made his Test
debut. Following Dhoni taking the helm of the Indian
team, within months an approving Tendulkar said, “I am
delighted with the way Dhoni has conducted himself. He
is a balanced guy with a sharp brain.”
Dhoni learned from his predecessors, Menon says,
telling us, “From Rahul Dravid, under whom he played
19 Tests, and Anil Kumble, under whom he played
ten [Tests]. These two men from the southern state of
Karnataka brought to the job a rare intelligence, tactical
nous and man management skills. ‘I want a team,’ Dhoni
once said, ‘that can stand before an advancing truck.’ And
he worked at building just such a team.”
In his decade and a half career, Dhoni played 538
internationals, scored over 17,000 runs, averaged 45 with
a strike rate of nearly 80, held 634 catches, and effected 195
stumpings. He played 90 Tests, 350 one-dayers, and 98 T20s.
He has received many awards, Wikipedia tells us, including
ICC ODI Player of the Year in 2008 and 2009 (the first player
to win the award twice), the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna award
in 2007, the Padma Shri, India’s fourth highest civilian honour,
in 2009 and the Padma Bhushan, India's third highest civilian
honour, in 2018. The Indian Territorial Army conferred the
honorary rank of Lieutenant Colonel to Dhoni on 1 November
2011, the second Indian cricketer after Kapil Dev to be so
honoured.
With Dhoni now off the international stage, Menon notes
“[he] will be missed for his remarkable self-control, his ability
to change the tempo of a match, either through sustained
hitting, or dour defence, and his manner of encouraging the
bowlers, especially the spinners, from behind the wicket”.
Additionally, “In the latter half of his career, he appeared
at times to have eyes in the back of his head with his ability to
run out batsman behind him without looking at the stumps…
He also patented a way of avoiding the recoil with his practised
manner of either taking the edge from the bat or the throw
from the field without wasting time having to take his hands
back with the ball. It is a significant contribution to the art of
wicketkeeping.”
Even as Dhoni begins winding down his international career,
Menon does not fail to pay homage to a stellar wicketkeeper
and batsman, saying, “He leaves Indian cricket in a good place
– back as the best team in the world…”

Adelaide Oval Plan B for Boxing Day Test

A

ustralia’s Adelaide Oval may be gifted with the Boxing
Australia where you can hold it than in Adelaide.”
Day Test for the first time in 44 years, the ground being
Victoria has been in a state of lockdown ever since mid-July,
a possible Plan B relocation site should the Covid-19
and the Stage 4 restrictions, which include curfews and control
pandemic shift into an escalating second wave, Cricbuzz
over the population’s movements, are set to stay at this stage
reported last week.
until tomorrow.
While the move to Adelaide may not see confirmation
The partial lockdown has seen in a reduction in case
soon, Cricket Australia said last week the site is a contingency
numbers across the state, which recorded its lowest figure
location should the event have to move out of the Melbourne
since the second outbreak started on August 21. There is a
Cricket Ground.
possibility that the lockdown may
CA also noted it is keeping
be extended past September 3 in
an eye on the rising rate of
order to order to reduce Victoria’s
coronavirus infections that has
numbers down to a “Covidbeen troubling Victoria in the
normal” by Christmas.
past two months.
It would mean that even if
According to Cricbuzz, there
the MCG did manage to hold on
are early signs that Adelaide
to the Boxing Day Test, Kohli’s
will be the front-runner to take
men will play against Tim Paine’s
over from Melbourne should
Australian outfit in front of
Covid-19 get out of hand.
empty stands, or if allowed by the
Meanwhile, South Australian
authorities, with a sparse crowd
Melbourne Cricket Ground
Cricket Association chief Keith
in attendance.
Bradshaw confirmed last week the team was more than ready
South Australia has managed to lift most of its Covid-19
to play host to the highly-anticipated clash should Cricket
restrictions, and has seen few cases since April. The Adelaide
Australia have to deploy Plan B. Expectations for the game are
Oval continued to host matches weekly since July, with crowds
quite high this year, which will feature Virat Kohli’s high-profile close to 18,000. However, with the second wave of Covid-19
Indian team.
infections, the number of attendees was reduced to 10,000.
Said Bradshaw: “From our perspective, we are very serious
CA will most likely make the call late in the year on whether
in being very interested and available and able to host the
to move the Boxing Day Test, its aim being to retain the MCG
Boxing Day Test if that became available. At the moment, it’s
as its preferred location for as long as possible.
still fixtured to be at the MCG. If that were not able to be the
Bradshaw also revealed that while there was no “deadline”
case then we are certainly ready, willing, and able to put our
in place for the decision to move from the MCG, the Adelaide
hand up and host that Test match, and we’d be very excited and
Oval would be ready if called upon on short notice to become
capable of doing so. I don’t think there’d be a better place in
available for the Christmas event.
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Windies women save English summer

T

Lisa Sthalekar

Sthalekar, Kallis, Abbas
in Cricket Hall of Fame

L

isa Sthalekar, Jacques Kallis, and Zaheer Abbas were
last month inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame,
Cricbuzz reported. The Class of 2020 were officially
inducted on August 23 via an online ceremony on the ICC
portal.
Sthalekar became the first woman to achieve the double of
1,000 runs and 100 wickets in ODIs, and has won the 50-over
World Cup and the T20 World Cup twice with Australia.
Her debut for Australia was made in 2001 against England,
with her last international appearance in the 2013 World Cup
final against West Indies in Mumbai. She played 187 games
across formats, and scored close to 4,000 runs, picking up over
200 wickets.
Said Sthalekar: “I am deeply humbled to receive this honour.
Never in my wildest dreams did I believe that I would ever
get to join such an illustrious group of players. I was fortunate
enough to learn from the best when I entered the Australia
team – Belinda Clark, Karen Rolton and Cathryn Fitzpatrick,
all of whom have been inducted into the Hall of Fame, and
rightly so.”
She added: “The guidance
from them and other
teammates along the way kept
me focused, but also ensured
that it was a fun environment.
Thanks to all my teammates.
It goes without saying that if
it wasn’t for the support of my
family, I wouldn't have been
able to achieve what I have.”
Kallis is today considered a
top cricketer in the game with a
double of 10,000 runs and 200
Zaheer Abbas
wickets in both Tests and ODIs.
Overall, he scored over 25,000 runs, and picked up nearly 600
wickets in international cricket. He is also one of three nonwicketkeepers to have held over 200 catches in Tests.
He made his Test debut for South Africa in 1995 in a match
against England in Durban. Eighteen years later, he finished his
Test career at the same venue, leaving the game with his 45th
Test century. His final international game was an ODI against
Sri Lanka in Hambantota in 2014.
Said Kallis following his recognition: “It is something that I
never expected when I started playing. I certainly did not play
the game for any accolades, or anything like that. I only wanted
to win the games for whoever I was playing for. But it is nice to
be recognised when one has succeeded in the sport, it is nice to
be recognised by people for something that you have achieved
in the game; something that I am really proud of.”
Fondly called the Asian Bradman, Abbas is today a Pakistan
and Gloucestershire legend. He entered the field with a
well-earned 274 at Edgbaston during Pakistan’s 1971 tour of
England. Key to his prolific run-scoring was his timing, subtle
use of the wrists, and his ability to precisely intersect the spaces
in the field.
He scored 5,062 Test runs at an average of 45, with 12 Test
hundreds, half of which came against India. His first-class
accumulation saw him finishing with 34,843 runs at 51.54, and
108 centuries.
Said Abbas: “I feel privileged and truly humbled to be
inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of Fame of the class of
2020. I am excited to be in the midst of other illustrious
cricketers. I would like to say a special thanks to my family, my
country Pakistan, my county Gloucestershire, and many fans
worldwide who helped me achieve and fulfil my dreams by
playing this great game at the highest level. Thank you, ICC,
and the members of the jury, for this special honour. It is a final
recognition for any cricketer. This great game has made me the
person I am. Thank you cricket.”
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he England and Wales Cricket Board has confirmed
Additionally, “We're all still adapting and will need to
an international five-match T20I home series with
continue to adapt to the sporting landscape left by Covid-19.
England Women against West Indies, Cricbuzz
That does not mean that we will give any less focus to the
reported last week. The games will take place in a bio-bubble
women’s and girls’ game, and we’re totally committed to
out of Derby between September 21-30.
continuing our ambitions in that area.”
England were due to host India and South Africa for a
ECB Chief Executive Officer, Tom Harrison said one
tri-series before the Board of Control for Cricket in India
of the organisation’s four stated aims was ppProtecting
pulled out its team
the momentum
due to “logistical
of the women’s
issues”. The event was
game following
then changed into a
the outbreak of
bilateral one, but was
the coronavirus
cancelled altogether
pandemic.
when South Africa
Said Harrison:
was stranded due
“I’m delighted
to Covid-19 travel
that, despite the
restrictions.
enormous difficulties
According
that Covid-19 has
to interim ICC
created, we’ll see
regulations for
England Women in
international
action this summer.”
cricket in the wake
He added: “It
of the coronavirus
has been critical to
pandemic, the
us that our efforts
England-West Indies
to deliver bioseries is a closed-door
secure standards
West Indies Women’s Cricket Team in a celebratory moment
event that will be
and support
played inside a bio-secure environment.
visiting opponents have been equal to those that have so
“It's so pleasing after many months of work and
successfully delivered in the England men’s series. We are
communication with colleagues across the international game
immensely grateful to the team at Derby who have supported
that we are now able to confirm international cricket for
this ambition throughout the summer with testing and now
England Women this summer,” ECB Managing Director of
delivery.”
Women’s Cricket, Clare Connor, said last week.
Harrison said there were 86,000 fans in attendance at the
Connor added: “We're grateful to the West Indies for the
ICC Women’s T20 World Cup final in March. He also noted the
pace and determination with which they have worked with
direction of travel in the women’s game in England and Wales,
us over the last couple of weeks. It’s fantastic for the visibility
adding it has been relentlessly positive over the last few years.
of the women’s game that the third IT20 will be simulcast live
“That momentum must continue despite the challenges of
on the BBC and Sky Sports, and I hope that it’s an event that
Covid-19, and we do not underestimate our role in driving that
catches the attention of some new fans.”
agenda,” he said.

Pace slow on Wehby Report - Holding

O

ne can only hope for the implementation of some of
in my opinion, are not there to help West Indies cricket; there
the major recommendations arising from the recent
are there because they think it’s a big deal to be a part of the
Wehby Governance Report, former West Indies pacer
[CWI].”
Michael Holding said last week.
Holding said if the Board was “not offering
According to a report from the Caribbean
anything, if [it] is not functioning as well as it
Media Corporation, Holding said while he
should, you should be able to look at yourself
was happy with the review of the governance
and say, ‘Listen, we need to change this’”.
of West Indies cricket, at the same time he
He added: “Even if I am one of the people
was concerned the Cricket West Indies Board
that have to stay home, if this is going to
of Directors would be reticent in adopting
produce something better [then that should
the proposals in the report, particularly those
be the approach]. That’s what they should be
threatening the members’ own positions.
there for, to look at things that will produce
Holding is now a well-respected international
something better, not to be worried about
television cricket analyst.
whether I won’t go to the next meeting, or if
He argued if CWI directors had the success
I won’t be part of the board. But every time
of West Indies cricket at heart, then they would
these recommendations come forward I get the
be motivated to put the development of the
impression that’s what people are thinking.”
game before their own well-being.
CWI charged an independent task force,
Michael Holding
“I have absolutely no problem with the
headed by Jamaican businessman Don Wehby,
recommendations that are coming from these committees,”
with reviewing the governance structure of the regional body. It
Holding said.
recently put forward several proposals aimed at “improving the
Additionally, “I’ve seen them on so many occasions, but my
governance of CWI”.
question always is: are they going to be taken on board? Are
Among the recommendations were a significant downsizing
the board members going to vote for some of [themselves] to
of the current CWI board of directors from 18 to 12, and the
stay home? I doubt it very much, because a lot of those people,
inclusion of at least two women on the Board.

England still counting on The Hundred

O

utgoing England and Wales Cricket Board chairman
Colin Graves said last week The Hundred could be
launched next year despite the absence of thousands
of spectators. The Hundred, a new competition, was reluctantly
postponed earlier this year after Covid-19 shut the game down
on all its levels.
Since the pandemic took hold, England have played its
international matches in a bio-bubble behind closed doors to
an electronic audience.
“If we have to be behind closed doors, let’s make a product
to get a new audience watching the game,” Graves said.
He added: “We’ve seen it on television this year with no
crowds, and the viewing figures both on Sky and BBC for
cricket are fantastic. They have gone through the roof. It would
be a challenge, but The Hundred’s Board is very positive that
if we cannot have crowds next year, they believe we should go
ahead with the tournament as an entertainment product.”

The new tournament involves eight teams in separate men’s
and women’s competitions, and was due to be played last
month and in July.
Graves took over as ECB chairman in 2015, and ordinarily
his term would have ended in 2019; however, he stayed on for
an extra year to oversee the launch of The Hundred. He stepped
down last month, and was replaced by Ian Watmore.
Graves said The Hundred could be marketed abroad even
as it potentially attracts a new audience to the game. The ECB
applied in 2018 to trademark The Hundred in Australia, New
Zealand, and India.
“There are countries around the world… very interested
in what we’re doing. From that perspective we have a massive
opportunity with The Hundred. [It] is a big asset to the ECB.
It’s brand new; it’s ours. We own it. If we handle it properly and
get it off the ground, we have a valuable asset that we can take
around the world.”
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GTA LEADERS REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Ave West, Suite 26
Vaughan Ontario L4L 4C2

TEL: 416-241-3337

FAX: 416-987-0056
gtaleaders@gmail.com
www.teamgtahomes.com

Abdool Saif Saheed

Shawn Ambedkar

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Cell 647-804-0764

Cell 437-235-7599
YORKWOOD CONDOS
JANE & SHEPPARD
STARTING FROM
LOW $300s

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• Life • Mortgage
• Disability
• Travel • Visitor
• Critical Illness
• Super Visa
• RESP & RRSP
• Investment
If you fail to
plan, then
you’re planning
to fail.
Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor
Cell: 416-731-7527

LOCATION! LOCATION!
Newly renovated top to bottom 3 bedroom, 4 washrooms, Detached Home
In York. Huge Backyard. Conveniently
Located Within Walking Distance To
Amenities and Schools. Extremely
Close Proximity To Public Transit! A
Great Place To Call Home.

S

Sales Representative

Cell 647-804-0764

Broker of Record

Cell 416-731-7527

Tel: 647-852-7243
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Rahul Khanna

Abdool Saheed

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms Detached Home With Basement In Law
Suite In Highly Sought After North
Whitby Community. Comes With Media
Nook On The 2nd Flr - Shows Pride Of
Ownership. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored
Closet Doors. Modern Kitchen Has
Lots Of Cupboard And Counter Space.
Minutes To All Major Amenities, Close
To Highly Ranked Schools. Minutes To
407/401 Highways. Private Backyard
W/ No Neighbors At At Back.
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MORTGAGE
1st, 2nd and Refinance
PROPOSAL / BANKRUPTCY
Make One Small Monthly Payment
For all Your Debts
INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal - Business
Business Registration
HST - Payroll - WSIB

$649,900
Nestled In One Of Whitby's Finest
Communities, Close To Shopping,
Schools, Transit 'Willows Walk'
By Solmar Is A Place You Want To
Call Home. This 3 Bdrm & Media
Nook On The 2nd Flr Shows Pride
Of Ownership. Ceramic Floor &
Mirrored Closet Doors Greet You
At The Entrance. The Kitchen
Is Breathtaking With Plenty Of
Cupboards & Pantry. Backsplash
Is Illuminated With Under Cabinet
Lighting.No Carpet In The Whole
House. Must See. Too Much To
List, Just Move In!

Abdool Saheed
Cell: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
647-293-8397
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$679,900

Beautiful 4 bedroom, semi-backsplit home in Brampton. Bright
This 3
home with lots of sunlight, eat-inBedroom
kitchen, hardwood floor thru-out,
Daniel's Built
large paved driveway, large shed
Town-Home
in backyard. New H/E furnace.
Is Beautifully
Close to all amenities. Move-in
Situated To
ready. Transit and easy access to
Get Sunlight
Hwy 410.
From The
East And
West Throughout The Day. Three Bedroom
Open Concept Layout On The Main Floor, Perfect For First Time Home Buyers Or New Family! A Huge Kitchen Island To Gather Around
For Entertaining Or Relax On A Large Outdoor
Terrace And Enjoy Some Bbq. Laundry Room
Located On 2nd Floor. A Must See!!
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