CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
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Panwar Music
& Dance
Productions
hosted a
concert, Musical
Moods, on
Sunday to
raise funds for
its upcoming
production, Ram
Leela, which is
set to premiere
in 2023. The
composite
photo offers a
glimpse into the
performances,
and its
ethereal kathak
dancers, who
thrilled both
a virtual and
live audience.
All photos are
by Ramesh
Ramkalawan.
See story on
Page 15

• indocaribbeanworld@gmail.com

Guyana’s Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret) Mark
Phillips & government members were in New
York earlier this month - See story on Page 14

T&T Opposition moves to impeach President
www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Port-of-Spain – In an historical first for Trinidad and
Tobago, Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar last week
filed a motion in Parliament seeking to have the House investigate, and potentially remove, President Paula-Mae Weekes
from the Office of the President.
Persad-Bissessar’s move came in the wake of continued
fallout for the PNM government over the ongoing constitutional turmoil surrounding the appointment of a police commissioner to replace former CoP, Gary Griffith.
The historic impeachment
motion will be voted on by
members of the Electoral
College tomorrow, with the
Opposition giving no indication it plans to back down
in its bid to remove Weekes
from office.
Earlier this week, Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley
called on Persad-Bissessar to
withdraw the motion, asking that she “not stain the
country”.
“The Opposition Leader,
and the imps, pimps and
Paula-Mae Weekes
chimps – all of them think
they coming to debate and scandalise the President. They
don’t even know the law. The law makes no provision for any
debates on the conduct of the President,” he said.
Turning the spotlight on Persad-Bissessar, Rowley said:
“I want to say to Mrs Kamla Persad-Bissessar, you are a
colleague of mine in the Parliament. Even if you thought
something had gone wrong, enough has been made avail-
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able to you now, and there is provision for the withdrawal of
a motion in the Parliament, if the mover of a motion is of a
changed view, and would like to withdraw that motion.”
Rowley added, “I would like to ask the Leader of the
Opposition… based on what she now knows; based on what
this country now knows – notwithstanding your concern or
malice in the beginning – don’t put our country through that.
Don’t put that on our country’s record. Don’t stain our country. Withdraw this motion.”
However, it appeared the
Opposition did not plan to
veer from its impeachment
course, as evidenced from its
October 18 letter that PersadBissessar sent to Weekes. In
the letter, Persad-Bissessar
requested a pause to the
process of appointing a new
Police Service Commission.
It noted too that Weekes
had lost moral and ethical
grounds to continue the PSC
appointment process.
Persad-Bissessar later indicated she wrote to Weekes
Kamla Persad-Bissessar expressing concern about her
recent notifications and consultation letters concerning PSC
nominees.
“It is my respectful view that the Office of the President
has lost all moral and ethical grounds to continue to participate in this nomination process, given the recent ruling
of our High Court indicating that Your Excellency acted in
See Page 19: Historic first

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$699,000

$497,000
Beautiful Tri-del

Wealth Booster

Rent money never comes back. Invest only $30,000
and own a lovely condo in Etobicoke with state-ofthe-art amenities such as concierge services, large
pool, gym, guest suites, sauna, business room, car
wash station & locker. Features 1 bdrm, balcony,
open concept living/dining & a gourmet kitchen.

Quiet residential neighbourhood in Georgetown
close to the GO station and million-dollar homes.
Features a premium 50’x132’ lot. This well-cared
for property has a detached double car garage
with a workshop, 2 bedrooms, updated electrical,
plumbing, and insulation. Neat bargain.

$398,000

$498,000

An Enticing Temptation

L(0)(0)k At This Value

Accent of value. Lovely condo suite with modern
amenities, spacious balcony, granite counters,
and stainless steel appliancess. Principal bedroom
features a walk-in closet. Impressive open concept
design with lots of natural light, laminate floors and
ensuite laundry room. Smart buy.

Richly renovated townhome in a very private
courtyard setting. Features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
laminate, and ceramic floors. Impressively large
with a modern kitchen, new washroom vanities,
and modern light fixtures. This is an invitation to
happiness.

$499,900

$529,900

Fine Living

Large, Luxurious, Lovable

Welcome home to this X-Large corner suite with
a lovely city view. Nicely upgraded with laminate
floors, modern lighting, and ensuite laundry. If you
love open concept and natural light, then this is the
ideal suite. We invite you to look.

Here’s A Must

Quiet and peaceful building in North Etobicoke.
Features 2 bedroom plus a den, 2 full bathrooms,
combined living and dining room, principal room
with full ensuite and walk-in closet, spacious
kitchen. Includes fridge, stove, washer, and dryer.

2

O
LD

$529,900

Here is a jump ahead of the competition. Impressive suite with an open concept living and dining
room, large solarium, master bedroom with a full
ensuite, large closet and private balcony, 2 bdrms,
2 baths, laundry room, and a gourmet kitchen.
Suite overlooks Etobicoke ravine.
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$529,000

Prime Mississauga Location
Lovely low-rise condo in central Mississauga, near
Square One. Spacious open concept main floor
suite with large sun-drenched windows & beautiful
hardwood. Perfect suite with a large walkout patio
accessible from both living room and 2nd bdrm!
Close to hwys, schools & Sq. One. A must to see.

CANADA

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

One Love Table provides non-perishable food items to recipients across the GTA on a monthly basis. Last
week it completed yet another successful drive that saw 650 hampers provided. Working together to move
One Love forward are Habeeb Alli, Chaplain Julianne Martin as Director, Muslim leader Sadro Usman,
Hindu community activist Rajmini Ram, and Jewish leader, Orev Katz. One Love would not succeed in its
humanitarian work without the efforts from its volunteers, clients, and donors, along with support from Global
Medic, Valmiki Ashram, and the Islamic Institute of Toronto. Last week’s event took place at One Love’s newest
location on 800 Arrow Road in Toronto thanks to Sam Boujie of Global Solutions. On hand with entertainment
was the virtuoso steelpan instrumentalist, Robby. The next drive is for Remembrance Day, and takes place on
November 6-November 7. Visit One Love Table for more details.

Mayors in historical first for Edmonton, Calgary
Edmonton – Two major cities in western Canada have
elected mayors with Sikh ancestry, an historical first for Calgary
and Edmonton following mayoral races in municipal elections
in Alberta.
New Calgary mayor Jyoti Gondek received around 45 percent of the votes compared to about 30 percent for her nearest
rival, CBC News, CTV News, and Global News reported yesterday.
In Edmonton, Amarjeet Sohi, a Sikh immigrant from India,
received the go-ahead from voters to become the city’s first
mayor of South Asian origin. He is a former federal cabinet
minister in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s government.
Gondek was born in the
UK to immigrant parents from
Punjab, India. The family later
moved to Manitoba, where she
grew up, and later settled in
Calgary in 1997.
With a PhD in urban sociology, Gondek has worked
in consulting, and led the
Westman Centre for Real
Estate Studies at the University
of Calgary’s Haskayne School
of Business before she entered
politics.
Her election platform
focused on resiliency, saying
Jyoti Gondek
she would aim to leverage the
city’s strengths into an inclusive economic recovery, address
social disparities within communities, and take action to
address climate change.
“This election is about all of you, and the many things you
believe we can accomplish together,” Gondek said following her
victory on Monday night.
She added, “It has been an absolute privilege to run in this
election, and highlight all the things that are important to you.
It will now be an honour to serve as your mayor.”
She also thanked her immediate family for their support, and
recalled it was her deceased father’s unfinished journey into
community service that helped propel her into politics.
Said Gondek: “My attention to seva [Punjabi for selfless
service] … that’s all [my father’s] legacy. So now we turn to that
focus, to the mission of service — to build a stronger city.”
She added, “Thank you, Calgary, with all of my heart. Thank
you for engaging in democracy, and sending a clear signal about
what our future looks like. Thank you for embracing a vision of
promise and opportunity.”
Gondek replaces former Calgary mayor Naheed Nenshi,
whose election was yet another historical first for a person of
colour, and a follower of the Muslim faith.
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Earlier this week, Nenshi thanked Calgary for the privilege of
serving the city for 11 years.
“While my political story is ending, the story of Calgary is
still continuing. Thank you for giving me the honour of my life,
the privilege of being able to work on these things with you for
all of these years, and let’s make this city even better,” he said in
a farewell video address.
Sohi also took the win in Edmonton with around 45 percent
of the votes. A Sikh immigrant from India, his family arrived
in Canada in 1981. He attended high school in Edmonton, and
later drove a public transit bus in the city.
Following his win on Monday night, Sohi recalled his early
years in Edmonton.
“As an 18-year-old immigrant without much to my
name, I had ambitions and
dreams to build a better life
in a new home — dreams that
sometimes seemed impossible.”
He was also an Edmonton
city councillor, and entered
federal politics in 2015,
where he served as minister of Infrastructure and
Communities from 20152018, and Minister of Natural
Resources from 2018-2019
Amarjeet Sohi
under Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau.
Said Sohi: “I came to this city as a young man. I had nothing;
and yet, I had everything. I had ambitions and dreams to build a
new life in a new home, dreams that sometimes seemed impossible. Today, because of you, because of everyone in this room,
we have made the impossible possible.”
He added, “I hope with my win, and the community’s win,
that we can inspire other people to run for office, and also make
structural changes.”
Sohi also noted that every public institution should reflect the
community it serves. He added that changes need to be made so
that minorities, women, and people from different backgrounds
are not prevented from running and serving in office.
He also spoke to the difficulties Edmonton has undergone
in the past few years, noting it has been dealing with economic
challenges, social issues, and discrimination.
Said Sohi: “We have seen the racism and discrimination.
Yes, we have seen division being promoted, and anger being
fostered. That is why it is important that Edmontonians elect
someone who can bring them together. Someone who has the
skillset, ability, experience, and the collaborative skills to pull
us together.”
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Liberal leader to pilot
a four day work week

Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti (left), York University
mascot Yeo the Lion, & York University President
& Vice-Chancellor Rhonda Lenton at the University
Boulevard unveiling

Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti (4th from left) with
York University mascot Yeo the Lion, York University
President & Vice-Chancellor Rhonda Lenton, with
members of Markham City Council

Markham – On October 15 Markham Mayor Frank Scarpitti,
together with President and Vice-Chancellor of York University,
Rhonda Lenton, celebrated another milestone en route to the
opening of York University’s Markham Campus by officially
unveiling University Boulevard.
They were joined at the unveiling by members of Markham
City Council.
Located in Markham Centre, Markham’s growing downtown,
and close to transit and transportation, University Boulevard
will welcome students to the heart of York University’s Markham
Campus opening in 2023.
“The City of Markham is delighted to dedicate a street in
Markham Centre in celebration of the upcoming opening of
York University’s Markham Campus in 2023,” said Markham
Mayor Frank Scarpitti.
He added, “University Boulevard will complement the
University’s beautifully designed Markham Campus, and reinforce Markham’s position as a hub for talent and a highly educated workforce.”

Lenton was similarly excited about the milestone, saying,
“This is an exciting time in York University’s evolution as we get
closer to the opening of the new Markham Campus. We look
forward to welcoming our first cohort of students in Fall 2023,
and providing the next generation of learners with relevant,
job-ready academic programming and research opportunities
focused on creative technologies, entrepreneurship and innovation management, digital technologies, new media and communications, financial technologies, and computer science and
software development.”
Together with YSpace, the Markham Small Business Centre,
the City’s Economic Development initiatives, and technology
companies already based in Markham, this new campus will
help foster innovation and entrepreneurship in Markham and
the Regional Municipality of York.
It will also attract more skilled, diverse talent to study, work
and settle in Markham, further growing the City as a forwardthinking community and a leading technology and innovation
hub.

Markham, York U unveil University Boulevard

Toronto – Ontario Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca
announced earlier this week that if elected, an Ontario Liberal
government would pilot a four day work week.
Del Duca made the announcement during a keynote address
at the Ontario Liberal Party’s Annual General Meeting. He
also announced that his government
would resume the universal basic
income pilot.
“We’ll be the party that puts workers first, and that helps our province
transition to a new way of doing
things. We’re supposed to work to
live, not live to work,” he said.
The pilot would allow workers to
work the same number of hours, but
spread out over four days instead of
five. The idea has been tested in New
Steven Del Duca
Zealand, Japan, Scotland, and Spain.
Del Duca said he wants to look into the idea for Ontario too.
He also noted that the Covid-19 pandemic has fundamentally changed the way people think about their jobs, and that
major changes are required to keep people safe, protect their
mental health, and make sure everyone has access to the same
opportunities.
“We need people in Ontario – particularly the next generation of workers – to believe they can live happy lives, and pursue
rewarding careers right here,” Del Duca said.
He added, “The Ontario Liberal Party will put workers first
in this province, because that’s how our businesses and our
economy will succeed.”

Ford refuses to apologise for ‘divisive’ comment
Toronto – Ontario Premier Doug Ford has declined to
apologise for what critics say were “divisive” comments made
on Monday about immigrants coming to Ontario “to collect the
dole”. His statement, the calls for an apology, and his eventual
refusal, were reported by CTV News and
CBC News.
Told by the NDP’s Doly Begum that
his comments were offensive to families
like hers that came to Ontario for a better future, Ford responded he was proimmigration no matter where people come
from, and that his support base is made up
of people from around the world.
Ford made the comments on Monday in
Tecumseh, Ontario, while addressing the
skilled labour shortage in the province.
“You come here like every other new
Canadian. You work your tail off. If you
think you’re coming to collect the dole,
and sit around, it’s not going to happen. Go
somewhere else,” he said.
To “collect the dole” is a contextual and
derogatory term used in some nations,
Doug
such as in the UK, to describe collecting
unemployment benefits, and is sometimes deployed to connote
an abuse of the system.
Ontario Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca labelled Ford’s comments “divisive”, adding they were “disappointing”. Del Duca
also issued a statement calling on Ford to apologise.
“This kind of divisive language is deeply disappointing,” he

tweeted.
He added, “A Premier is supposed to unite Ontarians, not
wedge us further apart. As a son of immigrants, I know firsthand how people like my parents helped to build Ontario.
Doug Ford should apologise for his callous
comments.”
CTV News reported that in response,
Ford’s spokesperson Ivana Yelich said
Ontario is “open to anyone, and everyone
who wants to work hard, support their family, and contribute to their community”.
Yelich added, “Ontario is in desperate
need of skilled and unskilled workers to
fill its labour shortage. While the Ontario
Immigrant Nominee Program is effective,
it’s extremely oversubscribed, which is why
for the last several years we have been calling on the federal government to increase
the amount of economic immigration into
the province.”
Ontario NDP Leader Andrea Horwath
echoed Del Duca’s statements, saying that
Ford chose to “traffic in demeaning stereoFord
types” with his comments.
“He should apologise. But we’ve been here before. Sadly, this
is who he is. Our diverse, welcoming province deserves better,”
Horwath said.
Ontario Green Party leader, Mike Schreiner, said “immigrants work hard and make vital contributions to our province”,
adding,“To suggest otherwise... only divides people.”

Queen’s Park — Official Opposition NDP Leader Andrea
Horwath yesterday expressed elation that Pfizer’s Covid-19
vaccine for kids age five to 11 has been submitted for Health
Canada approval. It means there is no time left to waste in
releasing a plan to get all eligible kids in Ontario vaccinated
quickly, she said.
Horwath also called for the Covid-19 vaccine to be added
to the existing list of student vaccines, alongside shots students
must get, like vaccines for the measles and mumps.
“Parents are anxious to get their littles ones vaccinated so
they’re protected — and there is real relief and excitement ... that
their turn is coming soon,” she said.
Additionally, “But what they don’t have, and what they
should have, is information from the [Doug] Ford government

about how it’s going to roll out. If I were premier today, I’d have
a plan out there now that includes in-school clinics and early
registration, so that when the approval comes, we can get all
children their first dose literally within days.”
Parents in British Columbia have been able to preregister
their children to receive the Covid-19 vaccine — something
Horwath and Ontario’s NDP have been asking the government
to do since August.
“No one wants to see a repeat of the scrambling, the vaccine
hunting, and the wait-and-see approach from Doug Ford that
frustrated the adult vaccine rollout. For once, let’s get out in
front of this and be ready, so that the moment Health Canada
approved the vaccine for kids, we can launch a well-organised,
convenient vaccination operation,” she said.

NDP’s Horwath calls on govt for kids’ vaccination plan
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A Go-VAXX bus set up as a mobile clinic

Buses get the jab done
Toronto — Ontario’s GO-VAXX mobile vaccine clinics are
getting the jab done, and are proving to be a highly effective
component of the province’s last mile strategy to get Covid-19
vaccines to Ontarians.
Since they first hit the road in mid-August, the GO-VAXX
clinics have since administered more than 10,000 first and
second doses through smaller, community-based and easy-toaccess settings across Southern Ontario and beyond.
“The GO-VAXX buses demonstrate what can happen when
multiple organizations work towards a common goal,” said
Solicitor General Sylvia Jones. Additionally, “Metrolinx stepped
up from the start – quickly retrofitting GO Transit buses into
mobile clinics – and has continued to ensure the buses serve as a
safe, reliable, and convenient way for people to obtain their vaccine. This partnership, along with the support of public health
units, and the more than 100 clinic host organisations, have
been key to the success of this initiative.”
The original two GO-VAXX buses were joined by a third
bus in early September due to demand. The buses have travelled throughout the Greater Golden Horseshoe Area, east
to Belleville, west to Welland and Leamington, and north to
Bracebridge, bringing vaccines to more than 148 locations.
Among the locations are shopping malls, fairs, sporting
events, and post-secondary institutions in different communities. Of the 10,000+ doses administered so far, 48 percent were
first doses.
“A key component of Ontario’s last mile strategy is to get
Covid-19 vaccines to people, wherever they are living,” said
Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health.
Elliot added, “The GO-VAXX buses played an important
part in increasing vaccine uptake in Ontario by making it easier
and more convenient for people to receive their vaccine closer
to home. Vaccines remain our best protection against Covid-19
and the Delta variant, and I encourage everyone who hasn’t yet
received their first or second dose to do so as soon as possible.”
The GO-VAXX mobile vaccine clinics will continue to operate in the months ahead. Its schedule is updated weekly, with no
appointment necessary for the Pfizer vaccine.
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50 years later: Is multiculturalism just an ideal in Canada?
By Fernando Arce
New Canadian Media
o mark 50 years of official multicultural policy
on October 8, Metropolis
Canada’s 4th Annual Forum on
Measuring Identities kicked off with
a poignant and provocative question: “Is multiculturalism just an
ideal?”
The question, citing critics, was
posed by Independent Ontario
Senator Donna Dasko during her
opening remarks at the virtual conference, which this year touched on
themes of diversity, inclusion, and
eliminating racism.
Her comments, echoed by
Donna Dasko
Naheed
the other two panellists – Jean
Augustine, a former member of Parliament which she calls a “polyglot of a community”.
and minister of multiculturalism, and former
Originally the home of the Métis Nation
Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi – come at a and located within Treaty No. 1, Winnipeg was
time of increasing racist attacks and global settled by Francophone communities followed
anti-racism movements.
by an influx of British settlers from Ontario.
The conference was titled Multiculturalism
Then from 1896 to 1914, another influx fol@50: Diversity, Inclusion and Eliminating lowed from Eastern and Central Europe, which
Racism. It placed these issues within the con- included Dasko’s own Ukrainian grandparents.
text of Canada’s evolving multiculturalism, Germans, Russians, Jews, Mennonites and oththe recognition of which became official gov- ers followed.
ernment policy on October 8, 1971, making
As history has proven, this sea of European
Canada the first country in the world to adopt immigration did not lead to the “acceptance
such a policy.
and respect of diversity” of those outside the
“Multiculturalism reflects the cultural, “Anglo ideal,” Dasko said, referring to nonracial (and) … religious diversity of Canadian white immigrants and Indigenous people, who
society, and acknowledges the freedom of all were at a particular disadvantage.
members … to preserve, to enhance and to
She added, “This diversity was not seen as
share their cultural heritage,” said Augustine. desirable and was not embraced. The further
She was called upon by the government to help your view or your group were from the Anglo
develop Canada’s official multicultural policy ideal, the worse off you were, and the lower you
50 years ago.
were on the social and economic hierarchy …It
But while Canadians “pride” themselves on was a vertical mosaic.”
diversity, Augustine added, the inclusion of
By the 1960s, as the baby boom generation
that diversity remains a question mark, to say was emerging and expectations of deference to
the least.
authority and “existing hierarchies (were) in
“Do we truly look at the ways that our decline,” marginalised groups – from women to
policies help with the diversity of all peoples? ethnic minorities to Indigenous Peoples to the
With these policies, were we really looking at LGBTQUI2+ community – began demanding
all the effects of diversity on Canadians? Were “inclusion, equality, and respect”.
we looking at all the ways that diversity needs
However, the Royal Commission on
inclusion to work effectively?”
Bilingualism and Multiculturalism that came
Through both personal accounts and out of that moment during the government of
research findings, the panellists highlighted Lester Pearson continued to fall short of incluthat the progress made over the last 50 years sion, with its “sole focus on the so-called foundhas come at the expense of immigrants and ing peoples – Anglophones and Francophones
people of colour, and much social and civil – proving to be problematic”.
struggle.
“Spokespeople and leaders from other backCanada’s multicultural policy has been grounds and communities asked the legitimate
described as an “accidental” response to the question, ‘Where are we in this picture of the
influx of immigrant settlers that took place as a Two Peoples?’” said Dasko.
result of the colonisation of Indigenous lands.
The introduction of the new multiculThus, while “Canada was always a diverse turalism policy in 1971 was not universally
society, culturally speaking,” said Dasko, inclu- accepted, namely by critics who worried about
sion did not always follow.
ethnic segregation and ghettoisation, as well
Dasko was born and raised in Winnipeg, as Quebequers who have continuously argued

T

multicultural policy, compared to
79 percent by 2002. In 1989, 63
percent approved of multicultural
policy, which went up to 74 percent
by 2002.
Regarding perceived effects of
the policy, in 2002, Dasko found that
three-quarters of Canadians felt the
policy led to a greater understanding and equality of opportunity for
all groups in Canada. Two-thirds of
Canadians felt that greater national
unity was also enhanced. Only onethird felt that national identity was
eroded.
In 1985, 44 percent of people
felt that multiculturalism was very
important to Canadian identity. By
Nenshi
Jean Augustine
2015, 88 percent said it’s important
that federal policy is not suited to its cultural overall to Canadian identity.
The percentage of people saying that immireality.
Indigenous peoples and nations are also gration has a positive economic impact went
“not adequately served by the multi-frame- from 56 percent in the early 1990s to over 80
work, given their aspirations and goals for percent in the early 2000s, “where that figure
self-government and treaty rights,” Dasko said. has remained over two decades”.
When Nenshi became Calgary’s mayor 11
Still, with the new policy came many social
gains, including the 1982 Charter of Rights and years ago, he became Canada’s first and still
Freedoms that recognised the preservation of only person of colour to be the mayor of a
the multicultural character of Canada; and major Canadian city, and also the first Muslim
the Multicultural Act of 1988, which further mayor.
He considers this progress a “beacon of
entrenched the principles and practices of
hope for Canada and for the world”.
multiculturalism.
Yet, despite all the progress, “things feel difPeople’s attitudes have also evolved.
While through the 1970s and 1980s, a ferently now”, he said.
Recalling his interaction with a group of
majority of Canadians complained about too
much immigration, around the year 2000, atti- Grade 12s in Calgary about how they had been
instructed by their parents to respond when
tudes “just switched”, Dasko said.
She added, “People didn’t think that any- confronted by police, Nenshi mentioned how
little the dial has moved on institutionalised
more.”
She also noted a former public opinion racism when “kids (of colour) still get that
researcher at Environics in 1976 found only lecture”.
“We live in different realities,” he said.
41 percent of Canadians were aware of the

Urgent health care recruitment plan needed

Sault Ste Marie — Ontario’s official
Opposition NDP Leader Andrea Horwath last
week called for an urgent health care recruitment and retention action plan to relieve and
respect exhausted health care workers, and
turn around growing wait times for patients.
Ontario’s Science Table reported that 43
percent of members of Registered Nurses
Association of Ontario are considering leaving
nursing after the pandemic.
“Burnout is causing health care workers like
nurses and personal support workers to leave
their job, which leaves each shift understaffed,
causing more burnout and more staff leaving.
Doug Ford’s wage restraint bill has only added
to frontline workers feeling abandoned and
disrespected. The situation is spiralling out of
control,” said Horwath.
She added, “And that leaves patients waiting
in pain and anxiety for longer. We need more
frontline health care workers, because you
shouldn’t have to be in agony before you finally

get the care you need.”
In Sault Ste Marie, Emergency Room waits
are hours long. The wait for a first appointment with a specialist when a patient needs a
knee replacement surgery is now over three
months long.
The former Liberal government cut 1,600
nurses during years of hospital budget freezes
— positions Ford has not restored, even as a
pandemic gripped the health care system.
That is in contrast to how Quebec is handling its staffing crisis. That province is spending $1 billion to retain nurses and hire new
administrative workers to support them so
they can focus on patients.
“If I were premier today, I’d launch an
aggressive recruitment and retention strategy
for health care,” said Horwath.
She added, “We need a retention plan for
nurses with valuable skills, training and experience, like emergency department and surgical
team experience.”
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Editorial

Staying focused

T

he viral video snippet of Prime Minister Mia
Mottley challenging a BBC reporter suggesting
that Barbados could become a “pawn” of China is
instructive. In that responsive, reflexive moment, Mottley
displays grace, eminence, and aplomb, all emergent qualities that are contributing to her emerging stature as one of
the Caribbean’s top and respectable leaders.
In that BBC’s Global Questions episode, Mottley was
being interviewed by journalist Zeinab Badawi for the
program’s edition, titled, Lessons From Barbados. During
the interview, Badawi commented on Barbados’ relationship with other nations, unthoughtfully adding that the
Caribbean region “is America’s backyard”.
In response, Mottley took issue with Badawi’s choice of
words, gracefully noting the journalist’s comment was “disingenuous”, while adding it “gives the wrong impression”;
perhaps “neighbourhood” was more appropriate, Mottley
gently chided. Badawi promptly apologised for her choice
of words, while recognising she had “been put in her place”.
The emergent qualities of stature, gravitas, and leadership that are being displayed by Mottley are indicative
of her continued ascendancy as a respectable leader in
Barbados, and throughout the Caribbean region.
Her focus on the tremendous challenges that Barbados
faces with the pandemic is also instructive, particularly her
early, commendable intervention with India and its Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to acquire thousands of Covid-19
vaccines for her people. Such proactive and committed
leadership is exactly the shot in the arm that her country
needs for its post-pandemic recovery.
It is such creativity, state-craft, and focus on her nation’s
well being that are being noticed abroad for it soundness
in Barbados’ future recovery, and which the government of
Trinidad and Tobago should look to for commitment and
direction as it flounders in its present constitutional crisis.
Regrettably, in our time of virulence, while Trinidad
and Tobago should be wholly focused on overcoming the
depredations wrought by the inexorable, and apparently
unrelenting, visitation of Covid-19, it is instead now caught
in the grips of what appears to have been an avoidable constitutional crisis that has embroiled its Prime Minister and
the Office of its President in a disturbing imbroglio.
In what is a sad, but historical first, Trinidad and
Tobago’s Electoral College will vote tomorrow on a motion
brought by the Opposition to impeach a Head of State,
President Paula-Mae Weekes.
Trinidad and Tobago did not have to go down such a
desolate, dark, and uncertain road in this time of virulence.
Given the exacting toll being wrought on the world’s economies, and the sufferings in illness and fatalities among
global populations triggered by the marauding Covid-19
virus, the focus of its leadership should have been in lockstep with Mottley’s direction.
Mottley’s determination and industry to lift Barbados
out of its present Covid-19 distress should be a similar
example, and a driven priority, for the government of
Trinidad and Tobago to emulate.
Similarly, the work being done by President Irfaan Ali
to market Guyana’s burgeoning economic potential internationally is worthy of emulation by the government of
Trinidad and Tobago. In his address to investors in the
UAE at Expo 2020, Ali said it was his government’s goal,
among other things, to build “a modern Guyana, which
would mold the next generation of our children, and provide them with the best life we can offer”.
Earlier this week, Trinidad and Tobago’s Senator Wade
Mark lamented that the present constitutional crisis would
impact on the country’s future investment climate, noting,
“Our economic problems don’t exist in isolation. If investors and citizens have no confidence in our institutions,
then they will have no confidence in our economy.”
Mark accurately expressed a concern shared abroad
among the diaspora, where our confidence is being eroded
in foundational institutions in Trinidad and Tobago.
Mottley’s and Ali’s focus on recovery and nation-building is admirable. Trinidad and Tobago must take note.
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US aggression

n campaigning for the US Presidency, Joe Biden had promised to cease bombing Afghanistan. Between 2001 and
2019 the US had dropped some 326,000 bombs and missiles (cost: $10B) on Afghans, Iraqis, Syrians (see US Airpower
Summaries); Yemen (Yemen Data Project’s count of Saudi-led
airstrikes); Libya (New America Foundation); and
the Bureau of Investigative Journalism’s count of
drone strikes in Pakistan, Somalia, and Yemen.
In February 2020, Trump announced troop
withdrawal from Afghanistan, and stopped
releasing Airpower Summaries, thus hiding subsequent assaults, which seemed to have continued unabated.
They included the (US) $16m 21,600-ton super bomb, Massive
Ordnance Air Blast. Too heavy for aircraft deployment, it had to
be delivered to its ISIS target at Nangarhar, Khorasan, expelled
from the tail-end of a cargo plane, and helped by a parachute;
it then found its target by GPS, and there exploded just above
ground creating a fireball, a mushroom cloud, and sending huge
shock waves for a mile, destroying everything in its path.
That was April 13, 2017. The strike had been contemplated a
year earlier by then President Barack Obama, and authorised by
former President Donald Trump. Afghan ex-President Hamid
Karzai had called it a brutal unjustified field test of a new and
dangerous weapon. The US disagreed and labelled the event a
success!
I recall this horror, as despite its devastation, it didn’t prevent
further bombing. Trump gloated. One report showed that his
administration dropped “some 44,000” bombs overseas, 26,000
or so on Afghanistan, and Biden continued that to the end.
By comparison, Obama, the Nobel Peace president, dropped
100,000; and Bush 70,000. The number killed is unknown.
The killings by US presidents are no surprise. America is
a true warrior state, having been continuously fighting somebody, somewhere, since it declared independence in 1776. First
aggressions were internal, against the First Nations population,
despite Treaties, which had kept the colonies from coveting
native lands west of the Mississippi.
But President George Washington began a campaign of
expansion, which his successors continued systematically, until
they had seized all lands to the edge of greater Mexico, then
fought it to win Texas and further west to the Pacific Ocean,
overrunning all Native lands, leaving them with a few grudging
acres in scattered pockets of stony ground.
Washington (or President John Adams) had proclaimed
Independence as the start of the American Empire; New York

adopted the name, and became known as the Empire State. The
nation used its abundant resources to build heavy industries,
and make the munitions it needed, with the help of strategic
importation (immigration) of skills and capital, initially British,
whose businessmen had been just as anxious as Americans to
seize native lands, and profited mightily from the
expansion.
Mohan
Having secured their later enunciated “maniRagbeer fest destiny”, to own half a continent, and reached
an agreement with Mexico, they looked abroad,
and found easy prey outside the British Empire.
Today, it is not just the veterans of the Cold War who maintain global belligerence, but younger people like the daughter of
ex-VP Dick the gunman, Congresswoman Liz Cheney, a natural evolution through centuries of American aggression, who
upbraided Representative Ro Khanna for suggesting that a billion dollars be pulled from the Ground-based Strategic Defence
missile program and put to Covid-19 containment.
She said, “I don’t think the Chinese government, frankly,
could imagine in their wildest dreams that they would have
been able to get a member of the US Congress to propose, in
response to the pandemic, that we ought to cut a billion dollars
out of our nuclear forces.”
This, at a time of PEACE! By then, Northrop-Grumman had
spent over $110m lobbying Congress for its GBSD, a $61b contract (to complement the Air-and-Submarine-based systems).
US paranoia over its vulnerability probably stems from its
intimate knowledge of the practice of aggression, its history of
imperialism, and conviction that it is the nation divinely chosen
to win the world for “a jealous God”, using the Bible and JudaeoChristian symbols as its standard, now that the Rothschilds
control the finances that make it possible.
US weapons armamentarium is almost limitless, ranging
over man’s entire imagination, from microbes to new robots
and miniaturisation yielding everything from robotic dogs
and snakes to dragonflies that could target an individual or a
multitude.
Hindus will recognise that we are in Kali Yuga (dark Age),
when greed, hate, fear and other wickedness triumph, when
“countries will be laid waste by robbers and vagabonds; the
Vedas will be condemned by heretics; kings will exploit their
subjects...” (Bhagavad Purana XII, 3).
What a perfect description of modern society in this 5,100year old statement, which the US and other leading nations have
achieved!

No slowing our downhill roll into the future

I

t was a time of knowing just one truth when I was growing
up back home. Today, I stand in my shoes like that naughty
little boy in the John Keats poem who ran away to Scotland,
and I wonder at what my dearly departed grandmother would
think and say about our world today with its competing truths.
How changed is this world from what I knew
as a boy; and how further distant it is from what
Romeo
my grandmother knew when she was a young girl
Kaseram
in the second and third decades of the first half of
the last century!
A tremendous tectonic shift has taken place
since. What then were obvious and predictive truths in her day
are today precariously positioned as overlapping, interpretive
narratives in my time.
What would my dear grandmother say about the ambivalence and uncertainty driving our narratives today? My answer
is her possible response would be wholly different from the
secure footing she knew during her time on this earth.
Back then, the firm Scottish ground that the naughty
Keatsian boy discovered was just as hard as English terra
firma; a wooden door was the same, whether it flung open in
England, or was slammed shut in Scotland; and lead was just
as weighty wherever in the world it was lifted, and it dropped
just as quickly, whether it fell in Stabroek Market in Guyana, the
Tunapuna market in Trinidad, or in the Granville Public Market
in Vancouver, B.C.
But not in my world today; there are some among us who
would counterintuitively argue that lead can float as lightly as
a feather; and there are many among us, who also believing the
world is flat, would immediately disseminate that lead can be
quickly made airborne in a light breeze!
Coming to think of it, from where my dear grandmother
stood when she left us behind to go to her much deserved rest,
to where we are positioned today, this world is now a wholly
different place for its immediacy of available information, misinformation, and disinformation, and a remarkable willingness
by some to accommodate counter-narratives that defy what is
easily discernible, obvious, and thoroughly sinkable like lead.
I suspect Ma would note right away that the ground we stand
on is no longer as firm as in the poet’s England and Scotland,
given the uneven response to the pandemic that ravages our

world, where some of us are selflessly looking after each other,
while others stand apart with unyielding affirmations of selfempowerment and freewill.
She would note too that at the level of nations, even more
doors are being shut through nationalistic practices of exclusion, marginalisation, and a frenzied safeguarding
of ascendancy, entitlement, and privilege.
Also, I am certain my grandmother would
wonder at how we lived through the precarity
of the last five years, whereby nefarious attempts
were made by a once-eminent administration
to manipulate undeniable truths in order to exalt counternarratives that were maliciously self-centred, chronically selfserving, which defied the very physical evidence of our collective humanity, and attempted to neutralise the civilised and
universal commitment to look after each other.
I know with some certainty what her response would be after
such information overload. She would enunciate her predictable expression of astonishment, which I find myself sometimes
exclaiming after bumping into someone around a blind corner:
“Arre baap ray!”, roughly meaning, “Good Lord!”
But perhaps such a response would be too mild for the swirling and overwhelming chaos that we live in today. Instead, she
would probably hold both palms up and outwards, a signal of
resignation, notably when she was backed into a corner during
a verbal altercation, surrendering graciously while enunciating,
“Bas! Bas!” – namely, “Enough! Enough!”
But how to tell her there is no slowing the downhill roll? That
we are heading into a future the way a rock hurtles downhill,
picking up speed, dislodging other foundational rocks rooted in
place for eons, even as it takes a destructive trajectory of least
resistance.
Decades later and a lot of my grandmother resides in me:
her values from a time of firmer foothold; bits and pieces of her
world view orbit within, each a satellite that flares with activity
whenever it is briefly touched by her recharging light.
But this is a difficult world to navigate today; it is tenuous
and in constant flux, even as Ma’s disapproving forefinger wags
ahead like a lame windshield wiper, ineffectively attempting to
clear away a world obscured by pouring rain.
Today, saying “Bas! Bas! Hold strain, Bhaiya!” is not enough.

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 20, 2021

READERS’ RESPONSES

More transparency needed on Guyana’s oil data
Dear Editor,
Guyana now has an oil purse of (US) $436 million dollars in
a foreign bank that mysteriously sits untapped in a period of our
greatest need. We are in the midst of a deadly pandemic, one
the world hasn’t experienced since the ‘Spanish Flu’ of 1918 that
took an estimated 20 to 50 million lives.
We had floods that continue to ravage the country. Yet we
seek favours and loans from rich nations to aid our ills in a
period where many of these countries are desperately trying to
fund their health care systems, and send cheques to their unemployed citizens. But do we need handouts?
The oil money is rapidly accumulating; it jumped by (US) $92
million from April 13,
2021, to July 3, 2021.
However, the public
does not know how
this money is accumulating, and what are the
future growth expectations of this oil purse.
But should one have
to sleuth to decipher if
the money is accumulating as per the terms
of the Stabroek Block
contact?
In October 2017,
Guyana signed up to the
Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative,
the global standard for
The Liza Destiny in
good governance of oil,
gas, and mineral resources. The EITI Standard requires disclosure of revenues generated by the State from the extractives
industry.
In practise, this would entail the government of Guyana
releasing data on the quantity of oil extracted, and the government’s share of production; and the revenues collected by
the government from the sale of its share of oil, for example
profit oil, profit taxes, license fees, and so on. The purpose of
this information is to promote better understanding of natural
resource management among citizens, thus informing debate
that will lead to enhanced transparency and accountability.
As an EITI implementing country, the government of
Guyana is required to disclose the volumes received and sold
by the State (or third parties appointed by the State to sell on
their behalf), the revenues received from these sales, and the
revenues transferred to the State from the proceeds of oil, gas,
and minerals sold. The disclosures could include ownership of

Gayle exited the IPL bio-bubble on September 30

IPL bio-bubble exit by Gayle a
bad example for young players
Dear Editor,
Chris Gayle’s sudden and unexpected withdrawal and subsequent bio-bubble breach in the middle of this year’s India
Premier League may have dire consequences for younger West
Indian cricketers with aspirations to join a foreign franchise.
One can understand that players get frustrated and suffer
claustrophobia-like symptoms. However, cricket is a team sport,
and cricketers represent countries or regions, and are seen as a
product of where they come from. Therefore, leaving the IPL
bio-bubble can send the wrong message to players from Gayle’s
country, and even the West Indies.
It can be seen as just taking a “free ride” to Dubai to spend a
holiday. Or a player, who believing that he is in the twilight of
his career, decides to have one last hurrah.
In two IPL matches Gayle scored 15 runs. In the CPL he
made 193 runs in ten innings playing St Kitts and Nevis Patriots.
Either way it does not bode well for young and upcoming
players with hopes on being called up for one of the leagues
around the world. It may be seen as a lack of commitment.
Gayle has been a great ambassador for Jamaica and West
Indies cricket over many years. We do not want to see him go
out on a sour note. He should have given more thought to decision before making that move out of the IPL bio-bubble.
W.K.S. Hosein, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.
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the product sold and the nature of the contract, for example,
spot or term.
Examples of how other EITI implementing countries disclose
their oil and gas sales include Columbia’s 2020 report, which
details total crude produced for 2020, and the tables depict oil
related taxes. In Nigeria, a crude oil lift table contains 258 numbers detailing barrels and sales value.
But can Guyana do better? Yes, if we analyse the five-page
report that was released by the previous government for January
2020; it detailed some of the answers to the oil production questions raised above.
In fact, the January 2020 report noted that the requirements of the Natural
Resource Fund Act
of 2019 should be
supplemented with
additional data. The
January 2020 report
states,
“…these
reports may not contain sufficient information to allow one
to determine how
government revenues
that are deposited
into the NRF are calculated. As such, the
Report on Petroleum
Production
and
Revenues serves to
bridge this gap by prothe Stabroek Block
viding regular updates
on petroleum production and revenues. The regular publication
of the RPPR will allow for greater transparency in this new sector of the economy, ensuring that the public is fully aware of
the amount of petroleum being produced and revenues being
generated. Such transparency is important, given the magnitude
of revenues that will be generated from this resource.”
The current government should be able, at a minimum, to
produce monthly oil production reports that match or exceed
what the previous government released. After all, the previous
government was just a few months into oil production, but we
have been producing oil for more than a year now.
Guyana has been undergoing an EITI review. With its lack
of disclosure of oil production data, is the government wasting
the taxpayers’ money on a review that it already knows it will
fail because it is releasing two oil-related numbers every three
months?
Darshanand Khusial, OGGN, via email.

Brickdam Police Station in flames on October 2

Urgent need for govt to build a
new fire station in Georgetown
Dear Editor,
For everything, there is a season, a time for every activity
under heaven… a time to tear down and a time to build up,
according to Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, verses 1-3.
The time to tear down is upon the high powers at Freedom
House; the time to build may be too late following the recent fire
at Brickdam Police Station. Now a new fire station is urgently
needed to serve the capital and its environs.
Neither the present, nor the past governments realised the
horrible location of Georgetown’s main firefighting unit: it is a
nightmare for fire trucks to manoeuvre through both pedestrian
and traffic, if only to exit their location, and then drive onto a
main road.
This backward location, at the edge of the city instead of a
central position, reflects the clumsiness, poor planning, and lack
of future provisions in a growing capital.
It is worthwhile mentioning that Georgetown’s population
has outgrown its water supply. Also, its vehicles, along with
incoming traffic, can hardly move on the outdated roadways.
Back to why there is need for a new fire station. Having spent
huge amounts of taxpayers’ dollars on vehicles and equipment,
one wonders why the performance of the fire service in wake of
the Brickdam Police Station fire was so pathetic.
Well, the adage explicitly states: no matter how much money
you spend on your children’s education, if they don’t want to
learn, they will remain dunces.
The PPP/Civic govt has certainly, and rather ironically, been
handed a golden opportunity to give the public their money’s
worth in a new central fire station.
The time is now (if not now, when?) to construct an updated
facility. It is time to get rid of that idiotic, huge waste of over
a billion dollars of Guyanese taxpayers’ money; it is time to
relegate Durban Park Stadium to the garbage heap, or let it
be gainfully used as firewood, and replace that eyesore with a
modern fire station.
Leyland Chitlall Roopnaraine, Guyana, via email.

Painful listening to the Budget debate in T&T

a person whose foreparents once enslaved our people withDear Editor,
Parliamentarians debating the 2022 budget are supposed to out respect for human lives and dignity.
Not for a moment did that representative think that anyrepresent us; they are from among us, and are our representaone disparaging our government is disparaging Trinidad &
tives in Parliament.
If they truly reflect who we are, then we are in big trouble.
Tobago.
He did not think
There will always be difthat despite our differferent positions on the way
ences politically, we are
forward. That is normal, and
in this together, and our
is expected. One expects that
response politically and
both sides would not only
otherwise to external
come to Parliament prepared for a good debate, but
threats need to be a concerted patriotic effort to
would do so knowing that
alleviate possible discomthe people they represent are
fort to our citizens.
watching.
Then of note was the
One may struggle to forplea from members for
give the reading of a prebasic services in their
sentation: the mispronuncommunity. One repreciations, the abuse of the
sentative spoke about a
English language, and the
bridge in such disrepair
cross talk that borders on
Finance Minister Colm Imbert presenting Budget 2022
the obscene. It can be said that those shortcomings are common that a large sector of the community would be inconvenienced if it is further damaged.
in many of us.
However, the areas of concern are almost everyone from both
In this 21st century, in a country of less than 1.5 million
sides of the aisle seem to be duty bound to heap praises on the people and a budget averaging (TT) $50 billion, there are
representatives begging for simple things like bridge mainleader of their party.
Praise? Really? Grand Chemin in Moruga was without water tenance?
The budget debate was painful to listen to. It demonstrated
for over a week while the reservoirs were overflowing; there are
potholes, no, craters, in every community, and citizens con- a level of incompetence at almost every level of governance.
From poor and neglected infrastructure to an almost total
tinually struggle to access basic government services like paying
customs duty, taxes, and national insurance without having to lack of concern from those we voted into office to represent
us. In the end what we heard was praise for the leaders,
wait in long lines, and carry large sums of exact cash.
How can one then be heaping praise on the leaders who shameful criticisms, and the highlighting of the ills that confront our citizens daily.
could have addressed those shortcomings?
Our representatives are a snapshot of our population, and
Also, there was the case where an Opposition representative
took pride in stating boldly in the Parliament that a leader in the picture is reprehensible.
Europe was critical of our government. Proud of criticism from
Steve Alvarez, Trinidad & Tobago, via e-mail.
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Jury still out on if corruption prosecutable in Guyana

A

llegations of corruption against the former
APNU+AFC
coalition government have
reached a fever-pitch, putting
the previous administration in
line to be viewed as the most
corrupt Guyana has ever had
– especially when the fact is
taken into consideration that
it governed Guyana for only a
single term during the 20152020 period.
However, only time will tell
Clive Thomas
whether corruption allegations
are prosecutable, and would eventually result in convictions.
Incidentally, it would seem that not a day has gone by over
the past year without reports of corruption or some form of
illegal activity under the former APNU+AFC coalition government.
In fact, several former government ministers and officials,
departments, agencies and private individuals and firms associated with the party have come under the gun for alleged corrupt
and fraudulent activities, misappropriation
of state assets, and a myriad of other irregularities.
While several charges have so far been
laid, the jury is still out as to whether any of
them will stick. This would not be unusual
if we are to draw on the experience of similar allegations made against the PPP/Civic
administration during the 2016-2018 period when APNU+AFC
coalition was in power.
It is, therefore, instructive to examine what happened to allegations of corruption against the previous PPP/Civic government to speculate whether similar allegations against the former
APNU+AFC administration will potentially result in definitive
legal outcomes.
The truth is such that corruption is systemic to Guyana.
The scourge permeates the fabric of society, and has remained
uncontrolled under successive governments. Even the agencies
that are supposed to untangle the web of corruption, including
the Guyana Police Force and its Special Organised Crime Unit
have been tainted with allegations of corruption, highlighting
the pervasiveness of the scourge that has historically plagued
one of the world’s most corrupt countries.
Incidentally, what is ironic about current corruption and
fraud allegations is that the APNU+AFC coalition narrowly
secured power in 2015 on the back of promises of eliminating
corruption, which was apparently plaguing the nation under
the then PPP/Civic administration. At that time, the population
was so fed-up with corruption and a lack of transparency that it
knowingly elected a party with a questionable history. Then, it
seemed like the only alternative.
The truth is: corruption, nepotism, and the lack of transparency have apparently always been part of the culture of APNU
(formerly the PNC). And zebras just don’t lose their stripes.
What followed once the coalition got into power was a massive witch-hunt into alleged corrupt activities under the PPP/
Civic administration.
The coalition government conducted some 50 forensic

Khemraj Ramjattan
Jaipaul Sharma
audits into supposed corruption and misappropriation of State
assets by the former PPP/Civic administration over a 16-month
period, ending in August 2016 at an estimated cost of (G) $133
million.
The audits found numerous incidences of improprieties,
but insufficient evidence to lay criminal charges. To get a
sense of the outcome of allegations following the completion
of the audits in 2016, it is useful to cite Khemraj Ramjattan,
former Public Security Minister, who was
reported in the local press saying the audits
were an embarrassment to the government.
Dwarka
He claimed that crucial documentation to
Lakhan
substantiate accusations against the former
administration was missing, and that individuals with knowledge about corruption
were afraid to provide such evidence.
Former President David Granger also then said that in many
cases the forensic audits did not find sufficient evidence to
proceed with criminal charges. However, he claimed that the
results offered his administration an opportunity to correct
many deficiencies.
Similar sentiments were also echoed by former Junior
Finance Minister, Jaipaul Sharma, who contended that numerous instances of corruption and irregularities were uncovered,
but evidently none of them were prosecutable.
Although the former APNU+AFC government came up
empty-handed, former Director of the State Assets Recovery
Agency, Professor Clive Thomas, shed some light on how state
funds disappeared, without prosecutable evidence.
He was reported in the local press more than two years
after the forensic audits saying that documents received from
external law enforcement agencies such as Interpol, Homeland
Security, and the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force,
showed a massive scale of corruption and money laundering
during the late 2000s to the mid-2010s.
But he claimed that “the wealth has left Guyana”, adding, “It
is deposited into accounts in places outside of Guyana, and we
have to find the means and the support that we need to get to
those accounts to place the charges against the persons who
hold Guyanese assets through some initial unlawful conduct,
and to try to recover it for Guyana.”
Therein lies the problem that the PPP/Civic might be faced
with in many instances when trying to convict parties in their
current investigation.
Thomas provided additional insights. He stressed that it was
important for the evidence to meet the standards of foreign

courts where some of the cases
would be filed, noting that “we
can’t recover State property in
this country, believe you me,
without fighting in the courts
outside of Guyana, so the fight
that we engage in here is not
a national fight. It’s a global
fight”.
He added: “The standards
that they seek are the standards
of those organisations for the
publication of data, not our
standards. Our standards are
David Granger
going to be based on evidence
that can be taken to a court, and there is a difference between
information and evidence, so our task is to convert whatever
information we get into evidence.”
Incidentally, allegations of corruption against individuals
connected to APNU+AFC had surfaced since the coalition was
still in power. For instance, Transparency International Guyana
noted in 2018 “that the inaction and silence of the coalition on
corruption suggest that any expectation of early improvement
in the perception of corruption in Guyana is at best premature,
and at worst dangerously misconceived”.
Then, TIGI pointed out several incidents of perceived corruption.
While in office, Granger deflected blame for widespread corruption away from the government and onto the country’s private sector. He did not deny the existence of corruption within
the government, but laid the bulk of the blame on individuals
and non-government organisations and entities.
“It is my view that corruption in Guyana is most widespread
outside of government. The crimes of tax evasion, contraband
smuggling, narcotics trafficking, trafficking in persons, money
laundering – all contribute to corruption,” Granger was reported saying.
However, currently the PPP/Civic administration has identified several cases of alleged corruption among government
ministers and officials. But in spite of numerous allegations,
convicting anyone of corrupt activities would come down to
whether it can provide substantive evidence of individual cases.
The outcome of the APNU+AFC versus PPP/Civic allegations
provide solid experience of what could end up happening to the
current investigations.
At the end of the day, all financial transactions are traceable,
even in jurisdictions with privacy protection, once evidence of
illegality can be presented. While money can change jurisdictions, and can be held in the accounts of different individuals, it
can still be traced. All it takes is time and diligence.
At the end of the day, the Opposition PPP/Civic, which was
on the receiving end of accusations of corruption that eventually led to its downfall in the 2015 General Elections, is now in
a position to prove corruption under the APNU+AFC coalition.
Allegations are simply meaningless, and a waste of time.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

President Irfaan Ali speaking in Dubai yesterday
vices, and to establish connections with investors and suppliers.
The tenor of his address was optimistic for Guyana’s future,
which he said could be developed to become comparable to
Dubai.
Said Ali: “The story of Dubai’s development is truly fascinating, and in recent times I hear people predict that… Guyana will
be the next Dubai. I often have to caution them that resources
require investment to create wealth and generate opportunities

for human well being”, he said.
Ali noted that “tremendous investment opportunities…
presently exist” in Guyana, that it was in its finest era, and is
currently being prepared for its fastest and most explosive economic transformation.
Given such present, positive momentum, it was his government’s intention to ensure that Guyana becomes prosperous,
Ali declared.
“I want Guyanese to enjoy these and other benefits in a
healthy, safe and secure environment; we want to see a modern
Guyana, which would mold the next generation of our children,
and provide them with the best life we can offer,” he said.
Additionally, “We want to build a more inclusive society in
which our diversity is celebrated.”
He concluded with an invitation to foreign investors to come
to Guyana, declaring that the country was on an irreversible
growth trajectory with an economy that was expanding rapidly.
Guyana was a beacon for investment, Ali declared.
“Oil companies are bullish for investing in Guyana; other
companies are following their lead. International companies are
lining up to do business in Guyana”, he said.
He added, “Almost all of our sectors have the capacity for
expansion. There is no crowding out of potential investors.”

Guyana a beacon for investment, Ali tells audience in Dubai
Georgetown – Guyana is on an irreversible trajectory for
growth, and needs investments to convert its abundant natural
resources into prosperity for all, and for its nationals to enjoy
a high standard of living, President Irfaan Ali told an international audience in Dubai yesterday.
Ali’s invitation was part of the address delivered at Expo
2020, now underway in the UAE. Guyana’s theme at the international event is ‘Home of Nature, Land of Opportunities’.
“We need investment to drive our transformative agenda,
and we are keen on attracting investment across all sectors. I
invite you – all of you, to come and do business in my country.
We welcome you,” Ali said.
He added, “We have an open economy, and with investorfriendly policies in place, including attractive incentives regimes
and laws, which protect the right to property, and which also
allows freedom to repatriate profits.”
With its Expo 2020 theme ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the
Future’, this was Guyana’s first appearance at the international
event. Guyana marked its National Day at the exhibition yesterday, during which Ali gave an opening address. A total of 191
countries are participating this year.
Ali told his audience that Expo 2020 provides countries such
as Guyana with opportunities to showcase its products and ser-
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GUYANA

Offer to participate in EITI validation
By Dr Jerry Jailall
Oil and Gas Governance Network
he opportunity is now available for
the Guyanese diaspora to make their
views known as Guyana undergoes first
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
(EITI) validation, which commenced on
October 1.
According to a notice on the Guyana EITI
(GYEITI) website, Guyana is now undergoing its first validation visit, which started on
October 1.
The EITI based in Norway will give Guyana
scores on three indicators: stakeholder engagement, transparency, and outcomes and impact,
using the scale – not met, partly met, mostly
met, fully met, and exceeded.
This validation covers oil and gas, mining
and quarrying, forestry, and fisheries.
Guyana became an EITI Implementing
country on October 25, 2017, and this is its
first EITI Validation.
Validation will reflect the country’s performance against each of the Requirements listed
in the latest EITI Standard approved in 2019.
According to the Validation procedure,
the GYEITI was asked to share this “Call for
Views” from the Guyanese stakeholders. While
this information was not placed in the Guyana
newspapers where it can be seen by all the
Guyanese people, it is on the GYEITI website.
The EITI International Validation Team
has already disseminated this information to
a list of stakeholders currently in its database
of contacts for GYEITI/Guyana. EITI will be
interviewing some of these stakeholders.
GYEITI encourages you to, “Please share
the call for views as widely as possible”.
The EITI Standard requires that the government, extractive companies, and civil society
are fully, actively, and effectively engaged in
EITI implementation. The Secretariat is seeking views on the following questions:

T

1. Are the government, extractive companies, and civil society fully, actively, and effectively engaged in EITI implementation?
2. Are there any obstacles or barriers to the
participation of any of these constituencies or
their sub-groups in EITI implementation?
The Secretariat is seeking views on the following questions related to industry engagement:
3. Are oil, gas and mining companies participating actively in the work of the multistakeholder group and providing or disclosing
the data requested by the EITI?
4. Is there an enabling environment for
company participation in the EITI?
The Secretariat is seeking views on the
following questions related to civil society
engagement:
5. Are civil society organisations able to
engage in public debate related to the EITI
process, and express opinions about the EITI
process without restraint, coercion or reprisal?
6. Are civil society representatives able to
operate freely in relation to the EITI process?
7. Are civil society representatives able to
communicate and cooperate with each other
regarding the EITI process?
8. Are civil society representatives able to
be fully, actively, and effectively engaged in
the design, implementation, monitoring, and
evaluation of the EITI process?
9. Are civil society representatives able
to speak freely on transparency and natural
resource governance issues, and ensure that the
EITI contributes to public debate?
The OGGN encourages Guyanese in the
disapora, and at home, to send your viewpoints
and opinions right away on transparency and
stakeholder engagement to the EITI Validation
team (please copy all): Ida J. Krog (ijkrog@eiti.
org); Alex Gordy (agordy@eiti.org); Francisco
Paris (fparis@eiti.org); and Emmanuel Burgoa
(eburgoa@eiti.org).

Kahlid Al-Qaqa, CEO Unidome (second from right) discusses the Unidome technology with G-Invest CEO Dr Peter Ramsaroop and Private Sector Commission
Chairman Paul Cheong - (Guyana government photo)

Guyana, UAE in manufacturing venture

Georgetown – A Memorandum of
Understanding was signed in Dubai yesterday between a Guyanese construction firm
and an Emirati company for a (US) $5m,
20,000-square foot facility, a move that will
bring voided slab manufacturing technology to
Guyana’s developing oil and gas industry.
According to a statement from the
Smart City Clearing Company Ltd, Global
Infrastructure Solutions Guyana Inc and
Unidome Global DWC LLC, a UAE-owned
company, have agreed to partner in developing
capabilities for state-of-the-art biaxial voided
slab technology.
It will be be used to build and develop
infrastructure for Guyana’s burgeoning oil and
gas industry.
“This technology will become a critical

building block as Guyana pursues an aggressive plan of building a deep-water harbour and
a 100-mile deep-water natural gas pipeline, as
well as numerous shore bases and industrial
zones throughout the world’s fastest growing
oil producing nations,” the statement said.
The MOU was executed between Khalid
Al-Qaqa, CEO Unidome Global DWC LLC
and Troy Phillips CEO of Global Infrastructure
Guyana Inc.
GO-Invest CEO Dr Peter Ramsaroop later
spoke to the importance of the MOU.
“With many shore bases coming on line,
and over 2,000 hotel rooms in development,
technologies like Unidome and partnerships
with local Guyanese companies like Global
Infrastructure Solutions Guyana Inc are critical
to Guyana’s long-term success,” he said.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY
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DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN & COVID-19

Decided to not vaccinate? Here are reasons why you should rethink
By Michael Abrahams
We know both the vaccinated and the unvaccinated can
pandemic. Some of the parents would have died prior to the
y body, my choice: this is the battle cry of women
catch and spread Covid-19, and that breakthrough infections
availability of vaccines, and some may have been vaccinated.
on the frontlines of the fight to legalise abortion.
in vaccinated individuals are not rare.
But among them would also be those who refused vaccination,
Being pro-choice, I support women in this struggle.
However, vaccinated persons are somewhat less likely to
and whose deaths were likely preventable.
I do not believe in forcing people to subject themselves to
become infected, and if they do become infected, they clear
And persons affected are not only family members, or
something they feel uncomfortable doing.
the virus from their bodies quicker than unvaccinated people
people previously known by the deceased. The decision to
Similarly, regarding Covid-19, I am uneasy with the
do.
decline vaccination has an effect on the society. If vaccination
concept of mandatory vaccination. I believe the decision to
In other words, unvaccinated Covid-19 patients remain
reduces the risk of hospitalisation and death, it is not
be vaccinated should be a voluntary one guided by informed
infectious for a longer period of time. So, if you are
surprising that a disproportionate number of unvaccinated
consent.
unvaccinated and are among
patients would be lying in
People who
other people, especially others
hospital beds.
choose not to be
who are not vaccinated, your
Covid-19 patients have
vaccinated are by no
likelihood of becoming infected
overwhelmed our health
means a monolithic
and passing on the virus to
system, and in doing so
group. They
them, and causing them to be
inconvenienced other
range from antiill, is greater than if you were
patients, and increased
vaxxers who reject
vaccinated.
the likelihood of their
vaccination of any
But the ability of the
conditions worsening, or
kind, to intelligent
unvaccinated to affect others
even killing them.
people who have
goes way deeper than just
For example, during
rational concerns.
infection. When people contract
the last surge in Jamaica,
These vaccines
Covid-19 and get very ill, as the
elective surgeries were
are new, and the
unvaccinated are more likely
suspended. Patients
Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew Holness to become, and are admitted
Juliet Holness (centre), with sons Matthew affected included
technology behind
receives his second Covid-19 shot
(left), & Adam at a vaccination centre
them is also
to hospital, the stress on their
those with cancer. This
relatively recent. Therefore, we cannot confidently say we
families is immense. And the toll is not just mental and
disruption places them at risk of their cancers becoming more
know what their long-term effects will be. So, hesitancy based
emotional. The financial burden can be enormous.
advanced, and spreading by the time they get the surgery they
on these concerns is understandable.
When a person is hospitalised, the interventions required
need.
However, there are clear benefits for getting vaccinated. The
to manage them, in an attempt to save their lives, can be costly
I often hear people refer to those who refuse vaccination as
data are now clearly showing people who are unvaccinated
and include drugs that are expensive.
being selfish, but I find such a blanket statement to be unfair.
are at a greater risk of becoming severely ill, requiring oxygen,
A friend of mine lost two cousins and a grandfather to
There are people I know who are vaccine-hesitant that are
needing hospitalisation, and dying from Covid-19.
Covid-19 within a month. They were unvaccinated. My friend
kind, empathetic, and unselfish.
Approximately nine percent of Jamaicans are fully
also caught Covid-19, but is fully vaccinated and physically
However, if you are aware that your decision places you at
vaccinated, but at the University Hospital of the West Indies,
okay now. However, she finds herself repeatedly grieving.
risk of becoming incapacitated, or dying and leaving vulnerable
National Chest Hospital, and Kingston Public Hospital, the
If the deceased was a loner with little or no family, the
dependants behind, and that by refusing vaccination you
percentage of vaccinated patients battling Covid-19 is only
situation may not be as grim. But in many cases, there are
belong to a subset of the population that is contributing
about one percent. There is a significant disparity.
several family members affected, including young children
to the overwhelming of the health sector and the burnout
The decision to refuse vaccination, especially now with the
who were dependent on the parent or caregiver who died, and
of healthcare workers, then you may want to rethink your
Delta variant being the most prominent, may not be in your
these children face consequences, including poverty, abuse,
position.
best interest, and places you at risk. However, although this is
and institutionalisation.
Michael Abrahams is an obstetrician, gynaecologist, social
a choice you make about your body, your decision can affect
A study published recently in the British Medical Journal
commentator, and human-rights advocate in Jamaica.
others negatively as well.
found that 1.5 million children have been orphaned by the
Courtesy the Jamaica Gleaner.
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Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Let’s all Support Durval Terceira as he
Continues his Trek, Raising Funds for

RENOS
FOR
HEROES
Hoping to Raise over
$100,000 for Injured
Veterans and their families.
https://www.renosforheroes.org/

Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
www.thecarpentersunion.ca | 905.652.4140
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COVID-19: THE RECOVERY

Ask Jay...
Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

W

Barbados’ Prime Minister Mia Mottley (centre) receives a shipment of Covid-19
vaccines earlier this year from COVAX; on her right is Dr Yitades Gebre, PAHO/
WHO Representative for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean Countries, & at left,
Ambassador of the EU to Barbados Malgorzata Wasilewski (PAHO photo)

Barbados plans opening safe zones

B

arbados’ government announced plans
earlier this month for the establishment of safe zones. The move came as
the country continues to deal with Covid-19,
which has seen 119 deaths, and over 13,000
infections since March, 2020, the Caribbean
Media Corporation reported.
Last week Prime Minister Mia Mottley said
her administration had decided against further
lockdowns, and it was now necessary to protect
those who are taking the vaccine.
“The reality is that we are satisfied that we
need now at this stage to start the process of
the creation of safe zones… [We] need to be
able to have places where persons are either
vaccinated, or recently tested,” she said.
Additionally, “The Ministry of Health will,
therefore, feed us with a series of bite-size
chunks, and why? Because we have limited
capacity as a small state. I would love to tell
you we can do the guidance notes for every
area and every sector [at] one time. But if we
want to do what we are doing well, while at the
same time managing the home isolation and
the home quarantine programme, then we are
going to do it in ways that are manageable and
sustainable.”
Mottley said the creation of these safe zones
will target care workers in the first instance,
followed by frontline workers, along with those

in the tourism and education sectors.
The government is hoping that over a period
of time, people employed in the restaurant and
entertainment sectors, as well as worshippers,
will be included in the creation of safe zones.
Mottley said that an estimated 142,543
Barbadians have already been vaccinated
against Covid-19, and that while the government was maintaining its position against
mandatory vaccinations, it still had a duty to
create a “safe place and a safe zone” for those
who were vaccinated and did not wish to be
infected by the virus.
She said that officials were satisfied that
they needed to start the process of creating safe
zones, where persons were either vaccinated or
frequently tested.
“At the end of the day, what matters is that
you are safe and not in a position to put each
other at risk,” Mottley said.
She added that such a process would result
in unvaccinated people being tested weekly at
the government’s expense, while vaccinated
persons would be tested, but less frequently.
Said Mottley: “The truth is that persons
who are vaccinated will have a less frequent
regime... Persons who are vaccinated are less
likely to catch [Covid-19], and if they catch it,
they are less likely to be contagious because it
is not going to stay with them…”

Jamaica, Guyana get vaccine doses

J

amaica and Guyana are among four Pan
Despite this, Etienne said coverage is much
American Health Organisation member lower “in far too many [other] places”.
countries set to benefit from 1.3 million
She indicated that countries like Jamaica,
doses of Covid-19 vaccines that were recently St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, and
donated by the US, Canada, Germany, and Haiti, and Guatemala and Nicaragua in Central
Spain, the Caribbean Media
America, are yet to vaccinate
Corporation reported last
20 percent of their populations.
week.
She said factors contributing
Director of the Washingtonto this include vaccine shortbased organisation, Dr Carissa
age due to unequal distribuEtienne said the doses will
tion; supply delays; shortage
be used to boost vaccination
of syringes; and logistical chalcoverage in those two nations,
lenges, noting that “vaccine
along with Argentina and
hesitancy among some groups
Honduras.
remains a problem”.
Additionally, Etienne said
Said Etienne: “As we have
PAHO is supporting Jamaica,
said before, vaccines will help
along with Guatemala and
end this pandemic, and PAHO
Dr Carissa Etienne is committed to supporting every
Nicaragua, in finalising preparations to receive shipments being provid- country in our region to reach and exceed
ed through the World Health Organisation WHO targets. We’re working to accelerate
Covid-19 Vaccine Global Access (COVAX) vaccine deliveries in our region – including
Facility, and bilateral arrangements.
COVAX-procured and donated doses – espeEtienne indicated that these undertakings cially for countries where coverage remains
form part of PAHO’s efforts to assist regional low.”
countries to meet the WHO’s 40 percent global
She also indicated that PAHO welcomed the
vaccination target for countries by year end. gesture by several regional countries
She said 29 countries and territories across the
sharing doses, “so we can make the most of
Americas have, to date, immunised 40 percent the available supplies”.
or more of their populations against Covid-19.
Said Etienne: “As more vaccine doses are
Additionally, she said 39 percent of popula- making their way to our region, we urge countions within Latin America and the Caribbean tries to make the necessary preparations, so
are fully vaccinated.
these doses can be used as quickly as possible.”
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Closing Costs You Should Know About

hen buying a home, in addition to the down payment, buyers must pay
closing costs. Closing costs are the amount of additional money buyers
will need to transfer the home into their name. Closing costs vary from
one transaction to another.
Home inspection is optional, but it is recommended. A home inspection costs as
low as $250 for a condo, and can be several hundred dollars for homes with septic
tank and wells. Financing is complex. If your down payment is 20 percent and over,
your credit is clean, and your income is good, then it is not expensive to finance. If
your down payment is less than 20 percent, then the mortgage must be insured by
CMHC for the bank’s protection.
Usually, banks add the premium to the mortgage. The insurance premium may
cost as much as four percent of the mortgage for buyers whose down payment is
only five percent. Although the bank lends the premium to the buyer, there is a cost
for HST on the premium. CMHC will also charge a processing fee. If you are using
a mortgage broker or a secondary lender, then there might be other fees, such as
mortgage broker fees, lender fees, and finder fees.
In some situations, the buyer may need two mortgages, and the fees can escalate. Most banks will need an appraisal done at the buyer’s expense prior to
lending. Always ask for a mortgage commitment letter before you remove your
financing condition. The commitment letter will disclose all the fees associated with
the transaction.
Land transfer tax is about one and a half percent of the purchase price for homes
over $400,000. First time buyers are exempted to a maximum of $4,000. To qualify
as a first-time buyer, you or your spouse must have had never owned a home anywhere in the world. If you are not a first-time buyer and purchase in the 416 area,
your land transfer tax doubles. An average home of about $750,000 will run you
just shy of $23,000.
For newly built homes, there are other charges such as new home warranty,
education lot levy, grading fees, tree planting fees, and fees for water, gas, and
hydro meters. There are other hidden fees such as cost for a survey, builder’s
mortgage discharge fees, and deposit verification fees.
If it is an investment property, then cater for HST to a maximum of $24,000.
Upgrades are not included in the mortgage, and must be paid separately, so you
should budget accordingly.
Legal fees must be paid on closing. Lawyers assist the banks in the preparation
and recording of legal documents, and the transfer of the property to the buyer.
Lawyer fees vary from one attorney to another.
In addition to lawyer fees, buyers must pay for disbursements. Disbursement is
money the lawyer must pay for certain services, for example, the cost incurred in
registering a mortgage. There are other closing costs, such as the cost to obtain
title insurance, fire insurance, tax certificate, courier, and photo copying charges.
Always ask your lawyer for a statement of adjustment. It explains in detail how
your money is being spent.
There can be other hidden costs, for example, if the seller pays the entire year’s
property tax, then the buyer will be required to adjust accordingly. In many instances there is an interest adjustment date.
Mortgage payment is due at the end of the month, and if the transaction closes
in the middle of the month, then the interest for the remaining period must be paid
upfront.
If you are selling and buying, then consider commissions plus applicable HST
on the sale of your home. To discharge a mortgage, the cost is the higher of three
months interest or the interest rate differential for the remainder of the term.
Many times, there is a string of transactions in synchronicity. The other party is
relying on your money to close their transaction. If the deal cannot close on time,
then, it’s like a multiple collision, and you are at fault.
In addition to the down payment, consider extra money for closing costs. It is not
a pleasant experience to find out at the last minute that there is a huge shortfall.
An experienced Realtor can save you that trouble.

Jay Brijpaul
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General Practice
•
•
•
•
•

Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191
By Appointment Only
150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1

ANIL

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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DIASPORA: NEW YORK

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Gail
Teixeira, spoke about the relief the
government is giving to Guyanese

Prime Minister of Guyana Brigadier (Ret) Mark Phillips (back row, right), in a group
photo with members of his visiting team and a delegation from the Richmond Hill
Lions Club in New York (Dhanpaul Narine photos)

Minister of Housing and Water, Collin
Croal, promises 8,500 house lots by the
end of 2021

Guyana’s PM Phillips conducts successful meeting with New Yorkers
By Dhanpaul Narine
rime Minister of Guyana Brigadier (Ret) Mark Phillips
and his team concluded a successful visit to New York
earlier this month.
He was accompanied by Ministers Collin Croal and Gail
Teixeira. Meetings were held with the diaspora in Queens,
Long Island, and Brooklyn.
At the Queens meeting were members of the New YorkPPPC-For Guyana, and the International Committee for
Democracy. The heads of both organisations, Romeo Hitlall
and Fazal Yusuf were present. The meeting was chaired by
broadcaster, Farouk Juman.
Minister Collin Croal began by thanking the diaspora for its
role in the 2020 elections that led to a change in government
in Guyana.
He said, “The contribution of the diaspora was immense,
and it was not only during the five-month period, but before
that as well. When we record our history, we must remember
the long period of having to go to court to get a ruling as to

P

14

what is the half of 65.”
He asked that we continue the fight to ensure that
democracy prevails. He said that under Guyana’s President
Dr Irfaan Ali, “we are committed to spend for all Guyanese in
One Guyana”.
Minister Croal spoke about the achievements of his
Housing Ministry that is giving house lots to Guyanese to
bring about home ownership. In the current five-year term, the
housing sector will see 50,000 house lots. By the end of 2021,
there would be about 8, 500 allocations when compared to
APNU+AFC’s five-year term, in which 7, 538 house lots were
distributed.
Minister Teixeira also thanked the diaspora for its role in
restoring democracy in Guyana. She said that rule under the
APNU+AFC was “punishing”.
She added, “The country lost 50, 000 jobs, but under the
PPP/Civic taxes were removed, and cash relief were given out
to families. Every child that was registered in school received
(G) $19,000 dollars, and relief was also given for the floods.”

The government is committed to giving free vaccines for
Covid-19. Many programs are geared for women, children and
the disabled.
“We have oil and gas, but we are working for a diversified
economy,” Teixeira said.
Prime Minister Mark Phillips said that the PPP/Civic
has always respected democracy. What happened under
APNU+AFC in 2020 showed a gross disrespect for the rule
of law. When the PPP/Civic lost in 2015, it gave up power
without putting the country through a constitutional crisis.
He said that the current government will ensure that there
is not a repeat. This is a new agethat calls for consultation, he
declared.
Phillips pointed out that many promises were made under
APNU+AFC, but the “good life they promised became a bitter
life”.
Phillips and his team were well received by New Yorkers,
and promised to involve the diaspora in consultations, with the
mood of the dialogue optimistic.
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Panwar hosts music, kathak moments for Ram Leela fundraiser

P

anwar Music and Dance Productions hosted a concert,
Musical Moods, a blissful experience of Ram Bhajans
and film melodies to raise funds for their upcoming
production Ram Leela, which is set to premiere in 2023.
Each bhajan was sponsored, and the audience joined
virtually, as well as in person to support the great cause.
The team of youth artists sang so beautifully with a live
band, and a glimpse of kathak dances were also presented,
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including the in-progress work of their ambitious project.
Guru Hemant Panwar has been working for the last two
to three years to write lyrics for the songs, and compose the
music for Ram Leela, which will be presented as a theatrical
dance drama – a kathak musical, in the near future.
Through this bhajan concert held last Sunday, he
appealed to the community to support this dream project
of showcasing the stories of Bhagwan Ram, who is the

embodiment of perfection, and teaches us to face the
adversities and challenges of life with a positive mindset.
Hemant Panwar thanked everyone by his melodious songs
for the support received from organisations and the audience.
In order to show our culture, traditions and art in an
inspiring way, Ram Leela Project needs donations and
community support. To contribute towards the Ram Leela
project, call Hemant Panwar at 416-992-9815.
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A coin, coincidence, & incidences of folklore exploration

A

uthor Tricia Chin recalls purchasing a chain with
a coin-shaped gold pendant in 2017. Unaware of a
deeper significance, Chin said she was attracted to the
item for its aesthetic, simply making the purchase due to its
external looks.
She had no idea there was a more profound, underlying
symbolism to the pendant, she told Newsday in Trinidad and
Tobago earlier this month.
However, her perception of this coin-sized piece of jewelry
changed in June 2020, after meeting and speaking with an East
Indian man in a restaurant in Port-of-Spain.
Said Chin: “One day in 2020, I was walking
through Port-of-Spain, and went to get lunch. The
owner of the restaurant was an elderly East Indian
gentleman who watched me, and asked if it was a
‘mohar’ I was wearing.”
She had no idea what a “mohar” was, and was
confused, she said.
“I asked him what ‘mohar’ meant. He explained
it was something Indian people kept, and brought
over with them from India. When I went back to
my office, I googled ‘mohar’. I got pictures, and
saw that it was the currency of India a long time
ago,” Chin said.
Tricia
A ‘mohar’ was a gold or silver coin once used
in Nepal. With such a tiny piece of a bigger history hanging
from a chain on her neck, the discovery was as serendipitous
as it was a window into self-awareness for Chin.
The pendant, a ‘mohar’, is “not really a coin; it’s just in the
shape of a coin”, she said, now that she views it through more
layered, semiotic filters.
The conversation with the elder in the restaurant was eyeopening, she said. It revealed an underlying world related to
deeper meaning surrounding her East Indian heritage; with
it innocently hanging on a chain worn around her neck, all
along she had been inadvertently carrying around the ‘mohar’,
which manifested as a coin, was in fact richer and invaluable
for its more rooted connectivity to her ancestral past and the
connections with India.
In that moment of self-realisation, Chin said she did not feel
very proud of herself for not knowing what was a ‘mohar’. She
also began wondering at the depth of the lacunae, the erasure,
and absences surrounding her heritage, and extrapolating on
this, she also questioned whether that such a lack extended to

E

others like herself.
It turned out at that time Chin was working on a collection
of folklore-based writings, titled Tabanca and Other Stories.
Her fortuitous discovery of a more profound semiotic
interpretation driving the narrative of the ‘mohar’ in its
signs and symbolism not only inspired a new story for her
collection, but it also validated
why its writing was important as
an exploration of her rich ancestry,
its legacies, and her present fixity
in Trinidad and Tobago’s cultural
landscape.
While she is an
author, Chin pursues
another substantive
profession as a lawyer.
She studied at The UWI
Cave Hill Campus,
followed by the Hugh
Wooding Law School in
Trinidad and Tobago,
and was called to the
bar in 2005. She also
completed postgraduate
Chin
studies in transnational
trade law and finance in Europe
from 2008-2010 among three
universities, including the University
of Deusto in Spain.
While in Spain, Chin undertook
the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage
across the northern region to visit
the burial site and shrine of St James the Apostle.
“I started it at the traditional spot… on the border between
France and Spain. I walked… the whole 790 kilometres from
the border of France and Spain to where [St James the Apostle
is] buried in Santiago de Compostela,” she recalled.
The journey saw her developing a “tabanca”, or longing,
for travelling. As a result, her brother recommended she write
about the pilgrimage as a way to relive the experience.
“I said to myself, ‘Let me try to write about [the
pilgrimage]’. I ended up with my first story, ‘Tabanca’, which
had nothing to do with Spain,” she said.
Chin grew up in Brasso in central Trinidad listening to

very piece of evidence and eyewitness testimony
pointed to Margaret, the murder accused who bit
chunks of flesh from her male victim.
Overwhelmed by
the open-and-shut
case the prosecution
presented, Margaret’s legal aid lawyers pleaded insanity on
behalf of their non-responsive client.
The judge ordered an evaluation to determine Margaret’s
mental state at the time of the crime. She also ordered a report
on Margaret’s background.
Records revealed that Margaret
was born around midnight behind
a clump of bushes in a city park.
The cries of the newborn awoke
nearby park sleepers who called for
an ambulance. The dead mother
and a half-eaten man lay dead in
the light of the full moon beside
the squirming baby. The infant was
rushed to the hospital. The coroner took the dead.
The identity of the dead mother remained unknown. No
one recalled ever seeing her. The dead man’s family claimed his
remains.
Once the baby’s health was stabilised, the government
adoptive agency named her Margaret and placed her in the
home of a young childless couple.
Margaret was a quiet child who hardly spoke and never
smiled. She followed the rules, but her aversion to learning
pushed her into a special needs school. The child never
developed social skills. Instead of playing with other kids
during school breaks, she preferred to sit by herself at
the edge of the playing field and stare into space. Her lips
sometimes moved during these moments of self-isolation, as if
communicating with an invisible person.
Margaret became more withdrawn with each passing year.
Her adopted parents tried their best to shower her with love,
but she remained indifferent to every effort they made to bond
with her. She refused to let anyone touch her hair and nails,
which she gnawed to her preferred length with her teeth. She
used her extra-long fingernails to comb her waist-length thick,
shiny black tresses.
By the time Margaret reached pre-puberty, she had changed
three sets of teeth, which grew a shade darker each time. She

folklore stories told by her grandmother. It is out of these
foundational, cultural narratives that Tabanca and Other
Stories began to take shape, she said.
The writing started in June 2020, and was completed a year
later. A new level of creativity was explored in the writing,
she noted. The emergent explorations took her beyond the
tradition Trinidadianesque folklore
dramatis personae of soucouyants
and douens; what she did was also to
take popular patois words and shape
them into characters.
Consequently, “Tabanca is a
character; Bacchanal and Commess
are characters.” Other patois
expressions such as Cote ci Cote
la, Vie ki Vie, Obeah, Lackaray,
and Dingolay, were also shaped as
characters in her exploratory text.
Thus, as the book’s publisher,
Squibbles and Quills notes on its
website, “[Chin’s] collection of
supernatural stories, set mostly in
19th century Trinidad yet riding
upon the fluid waves of time, is
witty, smart, and chilling. Surprises
come at you from just out of the
corner of your eye.”
Riffing on the books contents,
the website notes: “In a jumbie bar,
Tabanca, that breaker of hearts,
drinks himself into a lonely stupor.
A young soucouyant takes flight
for the first time, and encounters the demon that lives among
the roots of the silk cotton tree. A daughter of Papa Bois,
imprisoned within the forest is released, and has to re-learn
what it is like to be human.”
Also, “A tiny magical man is stolen from China, forced to
come to the New World, where he feeds the locals’ addiction
to gambling with daily dose of Whe Whe. And the captain
of a slave ship learns that karma really is a bitch… only this
time, she rises to him out of the sea, flicking her fish tail, and
demanding retribution.”
Chin’s book is available at bookstores in Trinidad and
Tobago, and on Amazon.

The Supernatural

Lunacauliu s – T h e M o on s t a l ke r

17

developed the strange behaviuor of opening her bedroom
window and scaling down the wall of the two-story building
to sit on the ground in the backyard and cry mournfully at the
full moon.
The preteen grew more aggressive with
each passing year. She had a compulsion
of attacking anyone within reach during
full moon nights, using superior strength
to subdue her victims with bites and
scratches for no apparent reason.
Margaret’s behavioural problems forced
her in and out of juvenile homes for the
next few years. The reports indicated that
the usually calm and dispirited Margaret,
who spoke only in response to questions, seemed to become
inexplicably agitated and aggressive on full moon nights.
A psychologist described Margaret as a sexually frustrated
teenager who lacked the social graces and emotions to
connect romantically. He worked with the troubled adolescent,
teaching her how to behave according to the norms of society.
As an experiment, the doctor set up an appointment with
Margaret on a full moon night to test the effectiveness of his
efforts. He asked a videographer to record the session for
record-keeping.
When Margaret started to fidget in her chair across from
him, he tried to wrestle control by assuming a dominant
posture over his client. The gradual increase in his voice
seemed to evoke an equal amount of animosity from Margaret.
She broke his neck and bit into his flesh in a feeding frenzy.
The videographer abandoned his camera and cowered behind
a chair. The camera continued to roll. It recorded Margaret’s
leap out of the second-story window. The psychologist’s
attempts at overpowering his patient had awakened the
monster in her.
During a search for Margaret the next morning, staff found
her rolled into a fetal position behind a hedge on the grounds
of the juvenile home. Her soft whimpers and cuts from the
broken window panes brought a medical team to cart her off

Kamil
Ali

to the Emergency ward,
where they fixed a broken
ankle and removed shards of glass from her flesh.
When the court reconvened, the judge reviewed the
evidence presented and agreed that Margaret belonged in a
mental institution. Margaret’s lawyers accepted the judgment
for their client, who stared into space with disinterest in the
trial.
Margaret had to be placed in a padded cell for 24 hours
during every phase of the full moon for her well-being and
the safety of others. A camera recorded Margaret’s violent
outbursts during her periods of isolation.
Margaret used her time spent recovering from her injuries
to process the doctor’s advice. She practiced the skill of
pretending to fit into society, a dangerous tool in the mind of
a sociopath. She learned to manipulate and deceive her way
toward a normal human existence.
Margaret had another talent in her arsenal. She had the
inherent ability to abandon her body and take over someone
else’s after killing them without leaving any marks of violence.
Her first victim was a nurse named Catherine, whom she
had befriended and craftily pried details of her single life in
the big city. When Catherine told Margaret of her plan to take
a month off work to visit her sick mom in the country, she
planted a seed into the evil mind of her patient who was now
fully healed.
Margaret put her plan into action at the end of Catherine’s
final shift. She left her own corpse on the bed and entered
Catherine’s body after suffocating her.
After stealing Catherine’s identity, Margaret used the
nurse’s body to work as a prostitute in search of donors in
her unrelenting urge to reproduce. With her ability to discard
bodies, she had an endless supply of beautiful females to
attract sperm donors who would help her reproduce and fill
her hunger for human flesh on full moon nights. Since she and
her mother had never seen each other, she suspected that her
mom was also using the same instincts to infiltrate the planet
with offspring.
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Heat for vendors as price of doubles rises
Port-of-Spain – Following the government of Trinidad and
Tobago removing the Value Added Tax on several basic food
items during its Budget 2021-2022 presentation earlier this
month, customers purchasing doubles in the south Trinidad
were shocked to discover the price had gone up, rather than
come down, for this nation’s highly-delectable and voluminously consumed vegetarian street food.
Many were notably incensed that the price of doubles had
increased by [all currency T&T] $1, with several customers
refusing to purchase doubles at Hassanali’s ‘D’ Green Shed in
Debe, south Trinidad, for $6.
However, the universally
affordable doubles was not the
only item hit with a new, higher price. Customers also discovered that another highlypatronised vegetarian snack,
the seasoned allo (potato) pie,
with a side insert of curried
channa, had also seen a price
hike to $6.50. Prior to the
presentation of Budget 20212022, both hot and tasty items
sold for $5.
Neeranjan Barban was so
incensed at the price hike that
he chose to walk away from
Hassanali”s minus his favourite snacks, the Trinidad Guardian
reported earlier this month.
“It is ridiculous. I went to Hassanali’s and they increased the
price of doubles by one dollar. They charging an extra 50 cents
for channa. I am not buying doubles for $6, and alloo pie with
channa for $6.50,” he said.
While Hassanali’s prices took a step up, other vendors stuck
with the status quo, keeping a guarded eye on their clients
declining pockets. Consequently, the prices for doubles varied
from $2 to $6 in south Trinidad.
A spokesperson for Hassanali’s would not explain why the
price hike for the doubles occurred despite the obvious reduced
cost for some of its ingredients, and instead doubled-down, saying, “Nobody can bash me for raising my price.”
Meanwhile, other vendors along the famous Debe strip,
including Hosein’s Indian Delicacies, and Singh’s, kept to the
pre-Budget price at $5.
Owner of Hosein’s Indian Delicacies, Sherieda Hosein, said
a price increase was unjustified in light of the government’s
reduction of the cost of some ingredients.
“I am selling $5 each with free channa. We have tamarind
sauce, anchar channa: everything free. I think raising the price
is hard. Our business is a tourist attraction, when you raise the
price, people will go. We make a profit at $5,” she said.
Hosein said while some commodities had increased in cost
since the government’s removal of VAT, other products, such as
cooking oil, were now reduced.
“On the first of November, the price will drop. Right now, the
price drop back from $300 for a keg of oil: we now pay $260, but
the channa raised from $260 to $350,” she said.
Hosein said she was aware of the financial challenges being

The PNM’s St Ann’s East Constituency Diwali
promotional flyer with chicken curry as an option
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faced by customers, and decided not to raise the price.
“It is hard for some people to buy at $6,” she said.
In Barrackpore, at the Orange Shed, Mynie Motilal’s doubles
were $4. A price hike would be difficult for customers’ pockets,
she also declared.
“We are selling at $4 for the past three years, and we don’t
intend to raise our prices. This is the price in this community,
and we decided to cope with the people and the prices too,”
Motilal said.
Doubles were also being rapidly wrapped at the M2 Ring
Road in Debe at $4 each.
With such variation in
prices, customers indicated
they would boycott the $6
doubles’ boxes.
Doubles is a poor man’s
food, said Nigel Clement,
adding, “The price increase
is ridiculous. I will not pay $6
and $6.50.”
But one South doubles
vendor defended increasing
the cost of doubles by a dollar, maintaining that the price
hike was justified despite the
government’s removal of VAT
on a few of the key ingredients used to produce the spicy snack.
In a Facebook post last week, Wazim Ali, co-founder of the
eminent Ali’s Doubles, noted that the cost to produce the item
had gone up significantly over a relatively short period of time.
Said Ali: “Flour has gone up at some supermarkets by $1-$3
per 10k bag. The cost of oil has effectively doubled from $180 in
2019 to $360 in 2021 a keg. Channa prices have increased from
$240 to $260 to $300 a bag.”
He added, “Paper napkins and bags have also gone up in
2021. Currently, a bag of pepper is wholesaling for $800, up
from $500. A retail pepper is $1 each. Mango is $2 for one.
Tamarind is $50 a pound, up from $25. Seasoning prices have
also increased.”
The minimum daily wage for a skilled bara person, or a
wrapper is $250, Ali also noted.
There were a few who agreed with Ali’s assertion that prices
for doubles-making ingredients had gone up, enough to justify
the $1 increase. Others pointed to the irony inherent in the
pushback on the increase for doubles vis-à-vis price hikes in
other food sectors.
It was noted that other big, fast food and beverage chains in
Trinidad and Tobago had recently increased prices by several
dollars on their meals and drinks, and had received no pushback
from the public.
Said one commentor on social media: “Starbucks raised
prices between $3 to $8 on their drinks, but allyuh still pumpkin
spicing. Rituals raised their price by $4 on each chiller, but all
yuh still tumeric chai ‘latteing’. KFC raised their prices between
$5 to $10 on combo meals, but allyuh still finger-licking with
the Colonel. Doubles-man raise his price by $1, but is, ‘Oh God,
we go dead!!’”

Port-of-Spain – Diwali will be celebrated virtually again
this year at the Divali Nagar in Trinidad and Tobago due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, with the National Council of Indian
Culture presenting devotions and performances in a production
titled Prastaav, or ‘Motion’.
It will take place from October 26-November 3, with nightly
devotions and performances on the Nagar’s main stage. The
events will be streamed live on Facebook and YouTube.
Last year the Covid-19 pandemic saw the NCIC hosting the
Nagar celebrations virtually. It was led by George Singh and his
team at Southex, who reproduced the Nagar’s excitement digitally on social media platforms. The effort was streamed live on
Facebook and YouTube, was viewed by both a local, and international audience, and received very positive reviews.
A similar program is again being planned for this year, with
nightly devotions, and musical performances, drama, dance,
and more.
Following is part of the schedule for this year’s online Divali
Nagar event: Opening night is October 26, with the nightly Arti
Parade on stage at 7:00 p.m. Following the National Anthem
there will be an opening prayer delivered by Pandit Abhedanand
Persad Sharma. This will be followed with Vedic chanting by
the ISHA Organisation. The evening’s guest speaker will be
Professor Dilip Dan.
Among the highlights for October 27 will be performances
by the Nritya Sangam Dance Group, the Shri Krishen Chowtal
Group, and the Radha Krishna Dance Group.
October 28 will see performances by the Bollywood Dance
Group, the Shiv Sangeet School of Music, flutist and saxophonist
Narendra Maharaj, and Jugalbandhi on the violin, basuri, sitar,
steelpan, and tabla. Click here for more information.

Port-of-Spain – A ‘Grand Divali Curry Q’ fundraiser by the
PNM’s St Ann’s East constituency featuring chicken curry as a
meal item drew heat from Hindus last week, the criticism causing its organisers to issue an apology to the national community.
Offering chicken curry as an option, the promotional flyer
for the forthcoming November 5 event also featured three lit
deyas among its meatier graphics. The chicken curry meal was
advertised for (TT) $45, with the vegetarian option costing $35.
“Come let us support our PNM family. Great is the PNM,”
the offending flyer proclaimed. It was removed from the constituency’s Facebook page following the national outcry. The
constituency also issued an apology to the Hindu community
for the “perceived insensitivity”, the Trinidad Express reported.
Among the critics that peppered the PNM’s constituency for
its “perceived insensitivity” was Pundit Satyanand Maharaj.
Said Maharaj: “It’s that time of the year again where cultural
insensitivity rears its ugly head once again! Let me remind all
who wish to use Divali, the Hindu Festival of Light, to sell
their products, please respect the fact that Hinduism does not,
I repeat, does not, associate its rites and rituals with the consumption of meat and alcohol.”
He added, “Now I know Hindus eat meat and consume alcohol; that is no secret. However, our religious practices are quite
different from our chosen daily lives, so please do not use that
as an excuse to appropriate our religious imagery to sell your
goods.”
Maharaj was also critical of the PNM for continuing to dis-

regard Hindus.
“The latest display of cultural misappropriation comes from
the constituency of St Ann’s East, where the Minister of
Education is the Member of Parliament. Madam Minister,
please see to it that the Divali flyer published for your ‘Divali
fund-raiser’ removes all images associated with the holy occasion of Divali, and even the word Divali. As the Minister of
Education, I would expect better from you,” Maharaj said.
Councillor for Reform-Manahambre, Chris Hosein, also
turned up the heat, saying the PNM constituency adding
chicken curry to the menu alongside Diwali was “nothing short
of tone deaf, and absolutely disrespectful”.
“[To] promote this as a Divali event, and use the sacred deyas
in the [flyer], make it so much worse. They are so out of touch
with reality, and incredibly insensitive; and these are the people
we have in the government”, Hosein wrote on Facebook.
He added, “I am a Muslim, but I am infuriated by this, and I
cannot in good conscience sit by and watch my Hindu brothers
and sisters be disrespected like this without speaking out. This
disrespect should not be tolerated.”
Following the debacle, the PNM’s St Ann’s East constituency
said in a Facebook post: “It has come to the attention of the
St Ann’s East constituency that the promotional flyer for our
Curry-Q fund-raiser has offended some members of the Hindu
community. We seek at this time to assure the Hindu community that no disrespect was intended, and the constituency
unreservedly apologises for any perceived insensitivity.”

NCIC’s Diwali online again

Chicken curry for Diwali - PNM apologises
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Historic first as Persad-Bissessar seeks to impeach T&T President
From Page 1
which allows for the soundness of the President’s behaviour to
contravention of the Constitution by not submitting the PSC’s be challenged in the Parliament after allegations of impropriety.
merit list to Parliament,” Persad-Bissessar stated.
Persad-Bissessar announced the Opposition’s intention last
Persad-Bissessar’s move to impeachment was triggered fol- Friday. She accused Weekes of being politically influenced, and
lowing revelations that Weekes was visited by Rowley on August as such, claimed she was unfit to continue serving in the Office
12, with allegations that intention
of the President of Trinidad
of this meeting was to influence
and Tobago.
the President in the selection pro“We as a nation were forcess of appointing a police comtunate that we never had reamissioner. Under the Trinidad
son to reflect on to whom the
and Tobago Constitution, the
President is accountable to,
selection of a police commissionbecause the issue never arose;
er can only be done by the PSC.
but sadly, it has now arisen in
Persad-Bissessar maintained
these circumstances,” she said.
that a President as the embodiAlso, “The Constitution
ment of Constitutional authority
provides the answer: a
must, by extension, promote the
President is elected by memvery values of the Constitution
bers of the combined Houses
insofar as the independence of
of Parliament, and likewise
the Service Commissions are
the proceedings to remove a
concerned.
President must be initiated by
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
Additionally, she noted that
at least two-thirds of a vote of
that a vital part of the Constitution is the separation of powers the combined House – the House of Representatives and Senate.
between the Legislative and Executive, and claimed there was It is fair to say the President is accountable to the Parliament.
a breach of the separation of powers in terms of the actions by There is no other remedy, there is no other pathway, no other
these high office holders.
way to hold the President accountable. The only way to hold
Consequently, the motion filed by the Opposition to remove a President accountable is by a motion for her removal from
the President was done under Section 36 of the Constitution, Parliament.”

The historical move by the Opposition was the latest in
a series of events surrounding the cascading issues over the
appointment of a Police Commissioner that led to a complete
collapse of the Police Service Commission.
Also, last Thursday the High Court ruled that the follow-up
acting appointments by the government of both former police
commissioner Gary Griffith, and Deputy Commissioner of
Police McDonald Jacob, were unlawful.
Persad-Bissessar also acknowledged the Opposition’s move
to remove Weekes is very likely to be defeated in the Parliament.
However, she emphasised it was the only recourse available in
the interest of the public.
One cannot “lock up”, or “ill-speak” the President, PersadBissessar said.
The motion for the equivalent of impeaching Weekes was
signed by all 19 Opposition MPs in the Parliament on Thursday,
and was done pursuant to Section 36 of the Constitution for the
establishment of an investigating tribunal.
Persad-Bissessar said filing the motion ensured that Trinidad
and Tobago would have a President open to scrutiny. Doing so
in other international jurisdictions was “impeachment”, she
noted.
On Sunday Weekes said via a full-page advertisement in all
newspapers that she had not misbehaved in public office.
She said the Office of the President had not participated in,
allowed, or encouraged any attempted or actual improper interference, influence or breach of the principle of the separation
of powers in the operations of the Police Service Commission.

Rowley challenges ‘interference’ narrative

Nationals say foods prices up
Port-of-Spain – Nationals last week noted with growing
concern a drastic upward trend in food prices, particularly fresh
produce. According to the Trinidad Express, tomatoes, lettuce,
cauliflower, and sweet peppers were notably among the items
that recently escalated in price.
Last week data from the National Agricultural Marketing
and Development Corporation indicated that tomatoes were
retailing for [all T&T currency] $37.20 per pound, cucumbers at
$47.20 per pound, watermelon was $44.20 per pound, and sweet
peppers were at $46.20 per pound.
Shoppers were also complaining that these prices were being
further marked up at grocery stores.
A check with Trinidad and Tobago’s markets evidenced the
rising prices for fresh produce.
Said one vendor at the Chaguanas market: “The groceries
buying out all. Everything double; triple. Pumpkin is around
$15 a pound. Before that you could get pumpkin for $2 and $3
a pound.”
Last week a small lettuce that typically cost $7 was being sold
for $10. It was noted that a bundle of bodi at $6 before was being
sold for $10; the price of tomatoes remained consistently high,
between $15 and $20 a pound, for several weeks.
“Sweet potato which used to sell for $5 and $6 a pound selling
now for $10 and $12. Seim is king at $20 a pound now; before it
was $10,” the vendor said.
A 40-pound bag of pimento from wholesalers at $150 now
cost $400.
“Pimento selling $10 for a small bag in the market,” the vendor said.
Additionally, “Our sales cut down. People not buying when
they see the price so high. They saying they want it but they
have no money.”
A regular shopper at the Chaguanas market confirmed the
soaring prices.
“I’m able to buy [the items] for now, but I don’t know how
long I can continue to pay so much for vegetables. After we pay
all our bills, we’re left with little for food, and that is what we’re
stretching. People who are without jobs, or are making small
money won’t be able to afford this,” she said.
According to this shopper, a month-and-a-half ago she was
paying $7 a pound for tomatoes, five bundles of chives were
being purchased for $10, and three pounds of cassava for $10.
“Recently, I visited the market and one bundle of chive was
$8, one bundle of celery $8, and cassava was $10 a pound. I paid
$43 for one dasheen, which was about five pounds before. Yam
was $13 a pound,” she said.
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Port-of-Spain – The Trinidad and Tobago Police Service
He added, “All of that business of the State would have been
Commission was notified by Prime Minister Dr Keith between the Police Service Commission and the President, and
Rowley last year that he had lost confidence in then-Police as Parliament we did intervene later on indicating to you that it
Commissioner Gary Griffith.
came to our attention that an error has been made... I want to
So said Rowley last Saturday in response to the ongoing categorically deny that I had anything to do with the relationallegations that he interfered in the business of the PSC, and ship between the President and the [PSC].”
attempted to politically influence the Office of the President
Rowley insisted there was no breach of the independence
and President Paula-Mae Weekes in the choice of a new of the Office of the President while noting meeting with the
Commissioner of Police.
President to obtain information is part of his established duties.
Rowley described the accusa“It is the decision-making of
tions, which have been a major
offices that is to be independent.
focus by the Opposition, as
The obtaining of information
“hogwash”.
does not request independence,”
His revelation of dissatisfache said.
tion with Griffith was made
He added he does not need to
following Opposition Leader,
secretly meet with the President,
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, filing a
or any commission, as his role as
motion in Parliament to enable
Prime Minister requires him to
the equivalent of “impeachdo so from time to time. He also
ing” President Weekes. Persaddeclared there is no obligation to
Bissessar is seeking to have the
reveal to the public when these
President removed from office.
meetings take place, or what was
Persad-Bissessar has claimed
discussed, unless necessary.
that Rowley met with President
Also, he did not need to comWeekes on August 12 to influmunicate with the PSC through
ence her in the process of selectthe President, as he could do so
ing a new Commissioner of
directly as he has done in the
Police. She argued that if Rowley
past.
sought to interfere in the selec“I can go directly myself in
tion process for a Commissioner
writing as I have done three
of Police, then a vital part of the
times. One year ago, in my
Constitution, namely the separacapacity as Prime Minister of
tion of powers, was breached.
Trinidad and Tobago, I wrote to
However, Rowley dismissed
the PSC, a letter under my hand,
Persad-Bissessar’s claims, saying
with my signature. And the most
Keith Rowley
he had previously indicated he
important thing I could do as
had lost confidence in Griffith. Also, that he has a good work- Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago is to attach my signature
ing relationship with the Office of the President, and meets with to any document. That letter was a letter indicating to the [PSC]
President Weekes whenever the need arises.
that as Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, I had lost con“I see people asking, they want to know if the Prime Minister fidence in the Commissioner of Police of Trinidad and Tobago.”
went to the President's House, and until the country knows that,
He did not divulge further details on why he took this posiwe will not know if our democracy has been breached... absolute tion on Griffith’s tenure.
hogwash!” he said.
Rowley also spoke to the Opposition moving to remove
He added, “I go to the President's House whenever I am President Weekes from office.
required to be there because there is something I want to tell
“I am here talking to the population to tell me specifically
the President, or there is something the President should know. what do you know that the President of Trinidad and Tobago
I speak to the President on the phone, and if there is a situation has done that requires impeachment.”
in my capacity and my judgment that I think that the President
Challenging Persad-Bissessar, Rowley described her “a crazy
should know, I am duty-bound under law to do that.”
Opposition Leader” who was attempting to scandalise the
Rowley also spoke to what he noted as commentators claim- Office of the President.
ing he met with President Weekes, together with then-PSC
“The Opposition Leader wants to get around that by bringing
chair, Bliss Seepersad, and somehow interfered in the selection the President’s name into the Parliament in a substantive motion
process of the Commissioner of Police.
so that she and her imps, chimps and pimps, can scandalise the
“Absolute falsehood. No such meeting took place, and I will President in the worst way,” Rowley said.
go further. I have never involved myself in any selection by the
“The Opposition Leader loses no opportunity to make conPSC of any list. I have seen no list, whether it is for a substantive fusion in Trinidad and Tobago... the level of bile that she sprayed
post or acting post,” he declared.
at the President is unbelievable and disrespectful,” he said.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema
As fate would have it, Kismet uplifted Ashok Kumar

K

umudlal Ganguly, known by his stage name Ashok
super-hit movies.
Kumar and fondly called Dadamoni was born on
The actor occasionally appeared on television, famously
October 13, 1911, to Kunjlal Ganguly, a lawyer, and
known for anchoring the first Indian soap opera Hum Log
mother, Gouri Devi, a homemaker in Bhagalpur, Bengal
(1984-1985). He appeared as the title character in Bahadur
Presidency, British India (present day Bihar, India). He was the Shah Zafar (1986), and played the role of a detective along
eldest of four kids – one sister and three brothers.
with his brother Anoop Kumar in Bheem-Bhawani (1990Ashok Kumar’s eldest sister Sati Devi married at a very
1991).
young age to Sashadhar Mukherjee, who established Filmistan
Ashok Kumar became the most bankable star of the era
Studio in Bombay with Rai Bahadur Chunilal in 1943.
by delivering box office hits with movies like Chal Chal Re
The other two brothers
Naujawan (1944),
Anoop Kumar and
Shikari (1946), Sajan
Kishore Kumar, followed
(1947), Mahal (1949),
their eldest brother in the
Mashaal (1950),
line of entertainment.
Sangram (1950), and
Ashok Kumar married
Samadhi (1950).
Shobha Devi in a match
He produced several
arranged by their parents.
movies for Bombay
They were the parents
Talkies like Ziddi (1948),
of one son, Aroop
which established
Ganguly, and three
Dev Anand and Pran’s
daughters: Bharti Jaffrey,
careers. In 1947,
Rupa Verma, and Preeti
Neelkamal marked the
Ganguly.
debut of Raj Kapoor.
Ashok Kumar’s second
The famous Mahal in
daughter Rupa was
1949, in which Ashok
married to actor Deven
Kumar co-starred
Ashok Kumar (centre) with brothers Kishore (r), & Anoop
Verma. Dadamoni’s eldest
with Madhubala, also
(Bharti) and youngest (Preeti) daughters followed in their
launched Lata Mangeshkar’s playback singing career.
father’s footsteps in the film industry.
According to Ashok Kumar’s eldest daughter Bharti, Raj
Ashok Kumar’s father Kunjlal was hell-bent on making his
Kapoor never forgave her father for upstaging him at his
eldest son a lawyer, but destiny had something else waiting
wedding with Krishna Malhotra in 1946. Ashok Kumar was
for him. He joined his brother-in-law Sashadhar Mukherjee,
the superstar in those times. When the actor wished the couple
who was in a senior position in the technical department of
congratulations on the stage, Krishna had reportedly lifted her
Bombay Talkies. Ashok Kumar earned quite well working as a
veil to gasp, “Oh! It’s Ashok Kumar. I’m so happy!”
laboratory assistant at Bombay Talkies for five years.
Ashok Kumar continued to play the lead role in many
As luck would have it, Ashok Kumar replaced Najm-ulmovies in the 1950s too, such as Afsana (1951), Nau Bahar
Hassan at the request of Himanshu Rai, one of Bombay Talkies’ (1952), Parineeta (1953), Bandish (1955), and Ek Hi Raasta
founders. Ashok Kumar was the lead actor with Himanshu’s
(1956). Deedar (1951) was the most successful movie of that
wife Devika Rani in the 1936 movie Jeevan Naiya. The director era, in which Ashok Kumar played the second lead to Dilip
Franz Osten did not think Ashok Kumar had the good looks
Kumar.
needed for an actor. It was an era when actors concealed their
Ashok Kumar shared screen space with his younger
real identities behind screen names, and that is how Kumudlal
brothers Anoop Kumar and Kishore Kumar in the movie
was given the screen
Chalti Ka Naam
name Ashok Kumar.
Gaadi in 1958. The
Reportedly, Ashok
movie was remade in
Kumar’s first fans turned
Marathi in 2006 as
out to be the Maharaja
Saade Maade Teen,
and Maharani of Gwalior,
starring Bharat Jadhav,
whom he met after the
Siddharth Jadhav, and
opening show of the
Makarand Anaspure.
movie Jeevan Naiya in
Ashok Kumar
1936.
and Nalini Jaywant
The same year, Ashok
appeared frequently
Kumar-Devika Rani
together in several
were in two more movies
movies in the 1950s.
– Achhut Kanya and
He did around 17
Janmabhoomi. After their
movies with Meena
hugely-successful second
Kumari in a span of
movie, Achhut Kanya,
20 years, ranging from
the on-screen couple
Tamasha in 1952, to
Ashok Kumar with actress/daughter Preeti Ganguly
appeared in several
the 1972 magnum
movies until the 1940s. They continued to showcase their
opus, Pakeezah.
magic as a pair in Izzat (1937), Savitri (1937), Vachan (1938),
In the 1960s, he played prominent supporting roles such
and Nirmala (1938). Sadly, their journey as an on-screen
as the suave cigarette-smoking criminal, or a police officer in
couple ended when the movie Anjaan failed badly at the boxmovies.
office.
From a judge in Kanoon (1960), an ageing freedom fighter
Ashok Kumar was paired with Leela Chitnis, another actress in Bandini (1963), a caring brother in Mere Mehboob (1963),
who was senior to him in age and stature after Devika Rani.
a senior priest in Chitralekha (1964), a villain in Jewel Thief
They worked together in Kangan (1939), Bandhan (1940),
(1967), a vicious landlord in Jawaab (1970), to a criminal in
Azad (1940), and Jhoola (1941). He emerged as a popular actor Victoria 203 (1971), he played a variety of roles in his lifetime.
in his own right, and became one of the most bankable actors
In 1969, Ashok Kumar received National Film Awards for
of the era.
Best Actor for the movie Aashirwaad (1968), starring Sanjeev
The 1943 movie Kismet, was Ashok Kumar’s first anti-hero
Kumar and Sumita Sanyal. He portrayed the role of a simple
role that smashed all box office records, becoming the first
man Jogi Thakur, the protagonist of the movie.
Hindi movie to gross one crore rupees at the box office. He
Ashok Kumar sang his own songs in the 1930s and 1940s,
was no more an actor living under shadows of other leads.
which was normal at that time. The actor is also credited with
According to writer Saadat Hasan Manto, “Ashok’s
India’s first ‘rap’ song, Rail Gaadi, from the movie Aashirwad
popularity grew each passing day. He seldom ventured out,
(1968).
but wherever he was spotted, he was mobbed. Traffic would
Reportedly, Ashok Kumar used to practise homoeopathy. In
come to a stop, and often the police would have to use lathis to his lifetime, the actor solved many cases which even doctors
disperse his fans.”
failed to cure.
Askok Kumar played important roles in several landmark
Ashok Kumar died at the age of 90 in Mumbai on
movie like Purab aur Pashchim (1970), Pakeezah (1972),
December 10, 2001, due to heart failure at his residence in
Mili (1975), Chhoti Si Baat (1975), Khatta Meetha (1978),
Chembur. He had worked in over 275 films and done more
Khoobsurat (1980), Shaukeen (1982), and Mr India (1987).
than 30 Bengali dramas. Aankhon Mein Tum Ho was his last
Ashok Kumar and Pran were best friends. They acted in
movie in 1997. The actor’s distinctive style and mannerisms
27 movies together from 1951 to 1987, out of which 20 were
are still popular amongst mimicry artists.
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Departures

Sidharth Shukla recalled

M

any fans and artistes sent condolences to
the family and friends of film and TV actor
Sidharth Shukla following his untimely death
from a heart attack on September 2. He was 40 years old.
Friend Shehnaaz Gill met Sidharth during Bigg Boss 13,
and since then were lovingly called SidNaaz. They were in
touch even after the show wrapped up, and Shehnaaz was
often heard referring to Sidharth as her family.
Following his passing, a video of Sidharth and Shehnaaz
from the Bigg Boss house
surfaced on social media where
they are seen in a heartfelt
conversation. In the video,
Sidharth is telling Shehnaaz
she should call him whenever
she needs him. He tells her that
even if they are not on talking
terms, she should not hesitate
to reach out.
“Even when you turn 70,
and if I am alive till then, feel
free to call me,” he tells her.
Sidharth Shukla
Actress Shilpa Shetty wrote,
“Rest in peace Sidharth... gone too soon. May God give
his family and loved ones the strength to cope with this
huge loss.”
Rashami Desai co-starred with Sidharth in Dil Se Dil
Tak and Bigg Boss. She was heartbroken and went into
shock. Rashami shared pictures on Instagram of her
best memories with him from the Bigg Boss 13 house,
writing: “Sometimes life gets complicated, but today was
a reminder that there’s something bigger than all of us.
Words don’t make sense anymore. My heart breaks as I
type this – rest in peace #SidharthShukla Om Shanti.”
Messages were also sent by Shah Rukh Khan and
Himamshi Khurana.
Sidharth made his Bollywood debut in a supporting
role in Humpty Sharma Ki Dulhania, with Varun Dhawan
and Alia Bhatt. He won reality series as Bigg Boss 13 and
Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi 7.
His October 24, 2017 tweet on dying has since grown
in popularity: “Death is not the greatest loss in life. The
greatest loss is what dies inside of us while we live...”

Farrukh Jaffar passes

V

eteran actress Farrukh Jaffar, who was last seen
in Amitabh Bachchan and Ayushmann Khurrana
starrer Gulabo Sitabo passed away at 89 years. She
played Bachchan’s wife in the Shoojit Sircar directorial.
Daughter Mehru Jaffar revealed her mother had been
ailing at the Sahara hospitalised for some time.
“She was admitted to the hospital on October 4 due to
breathlessness. She was not well. Her lungs were unable
to take the oxygen that had been given to her. She passed
away in the evening at around 6 pm,” Mehru said.
Jaffar’s grandson tweeted, “My grandmother and wife
of Freedom fighter, Ex MLC Mr S.M. Jaffar and Veteran
Actress Mrs Farrukh Jafar
passed away [on October 4] at
7 pm in Lucknow.”
Jaffar's first on-screen role
was Umrao Jaan (1981),in
which she played Rekha’s
mother. She was also in Peepli
Live, Shah Rukh Khan's Swades,
Radhika Apte’s Parched, Manoj
Bajpayee’s Aligarh, and Salman
Khan, Anushka Sharma starrer
Sultan, among others.
Farrukh Jaffar
Her most memorable
performance remains as the wife of Big B in Gulabo
Sitabo. Her character of a feisty Fatima Begum was widely
appreciated.
She was thrilled with the popularity of Gulabo Sitabo,
saying, “I have heard that Begum outruns everyone in the
film. Such praise about my character makes me happy.”
Gulabo Sitabo writer Juhi Chaturvedi paid a tribute to
Fatima Begum in a post, saying, "begum gayiin. Farrukh
ji… na aap jaisa koi tha aur na hoga... dil se shukriya jo
aapne humko aapse rishta jodne ki ijaazat di… ab allah ki
uss duniya mein hifaazat se rahiyega… RIP #FarrukhJaffar
#Begum #FattoBi #FatimaBegum #GulaboSitabo.
“Begum is gone Farrukh ji; there was no one, and there
will be no one like you. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart for allowing us to connect with you. Please stay safe
in the other world of Allah. RIP.”
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Invisible Visible turns its gaze on India’s millions of destitute
By Varsha Agarwal
n October 10, observed
globally as World Homeless
Day, National award-winning
director Kireet Khurana announced
a documentary that he describes as a
crusade on behalf of India’s invisibilised
millions. The Invisible Visible, is an
81-minute long documentary that
will be released mid-2022, which was
shot across Mumbai, Delhi, Patna,
Dehradun, Kanpur, and a few villages
in Maharashtra and Bihar. The film’s
poster and trailer were also released.
Says Khurana, “India has the largest
number of homeless people. It has
over 70 million destitute citizens who
have been denied their Constitutional
right to shelter. The draconian Bombay
Beggary Prevention Act 1959 has
further criminalised them, and made
them vulnerable to incarceration,
torture and dehumanisation.”
Khurana hopes ‘Invisible Visible’ will catalyse the setting up of shelters
He adds, “The film delineates how
the marginalised and the disenfranchised have been left out
in the cold, and in some cases, exploited in shelters under
the watch of the State, as happened during the infamous
Muzaffarpur case, where hundreds of girls between six and 15
were raped, tortured, and killed.”
This grim scenario is explored through the gaze of
social organisation ‘Koshish’, which has helped countless
traumatised homeless citizens including the survivors from the
Muzaffarpur shelter. The film traces the inception of ‘Koshish’
from the time in 2003, when Tarique, a 17-year-old student
from Hindu College went to a homeless shelter to distribute
food and was devastated by the misery confronting him.
Khurana says: “At 23, Tarique started ‘Koshish’, and the film
traces the organisation’s trailblazing grassroots work and its
advocacy in synergy with intellectuals and policy makers to
repeal archaic, anti-poor laws. We have also incorporated the
views of eminent individuals, stakeholders, top lawyers and
NGOs, who stand up for the homeless to understand where
the system is broken, and how it can be fixed. This is not just
a film, but a crusade to raise the level of human conscience
and build a momentum against the sordid Bombay Beggary
Kireet Khurana
Prevention Act, (1959).”
last but not the least, have independent and credible agencies
Kireet also hopes that the film will serve as a catalyst for
to audit them regularly.
states to set up shelters for the homeless in each district, and
The film does not just remind the bureaucracy and the law-

O

makers of their responsibilities, but
also showcases the relentless work
of a few good Samaritans who have
dedicated their lives to the cause.
Kireet inherited the gene of
purposeful story-telling from his
father, the multiple award-winning
animation pioneer Bhimsain. In
fact, when he returned to India
after graduating with honors
from Sheridan College in Canada,
he established the production
house ‘Climb Media’, which was
named after Bhimsain’s acclaimed
animation short, The Climb (the
film had won the Silver Hugo
Award at the Chicago Film Festival
in 1970).
Says Kireet, “Thanks to
my father, from a very early
age, I found myself in a fertile
environment of creative thinking,
film making, and storytelling. I
for India’s homeless
learnt that films have the power
to influence, inspire, and bring socio-cultural and political
shifts, and change the course of humanity for better. My father
Bhimsain was a new age, avant garde director and filmmaker
who sensitised me to human stories and socially inclusive
narratives to achieve change, no matter how small.”
Kireet quotes Plato, “Those who tell stories, rule society”,
and says, “This quote is apt even today and we must against
all odds tell stories of triumph, humanity, compassion, and
empowerment because only these can bring us together in
these divisive times. This is my raison d’etre.”
Kireet Khurana is a High-Honours graduate from Sheridan
College, Canada. He has won six President's National awards
and 15 International awards for his cinematic works besides
many others. His notable directorial works include feature
film T for Taj Mahal (winner of seven International awards,
25 official selections), docu-feature Saeed Mirza – The Leftist
Sufi (among top ten Indian documentaries on Netflix), Komal
(acclaimed national award-winning short film on child
sexual abuse), and India's first live-action and 3D animation
combination feature film Toonpur Ka Superrhero, starring Ajay
Devgn and Kajol.
He has made over 20 short films on various social causes
including shorts for National Film Board of Canada, besides
making 500+ ad films for leading brands and agencies.

Gandhi Jayanti marked with ‘Music of Charkha’

in antara (the second half of the composition) describing the
By Manjari Sinha
he cool breeze and the mild rays of the morning sun
essence of Sufism, quite similar to the theme of the concert.
welcomed music-lovers as they walked into the MCG
Accompanied by Pt Bharat Bhushan Goswami on the
open-air amphitheatre in Gurugram to discover the
sarangi and on the tabla by Akhtar Hasan, Rama displayed her
‘Music of Charkha’.
prowess while elaborating the bandish, Satyameva Jayate, with
The concert, organised by Kalagram in association with
behelawas, bol-badhat, sargams and adorning even the tarana
the Haryana government and the Municipal Corporation of
with sargam and aakar taans.
Gurugram to celebrate Gandhi
She explored Ahimsa and
Jayanti, featured Hindustani
the other vows through several
vocalist Rama Sundar
raags, and rendered them with
Ranganathan alongside veteran
warmth and appeal.
Gandhian Vinod Kumar Handa
During the course of the
(who turned 91 on October 2),
concert, she also touched
and Kamaljeet Sangwan from
upon aspects that inspired
Gandhi Hindustani Sahitya
the Mahatma, for instance,
Sabhaon spinning the charkha.
Thirukkural by Thiruvalluvar.
The unique concert explored
Rama then rendered
both the sound of the charkha
Maithreem bhajata in
and the beauty of morning
Ragamalika. The last line of
Rama Sundar Ranganathan, Pt Bharat Bhushan the song, Shreyo bhooyaath
ragas.
Goswami (sarangi), Akhtar Hasan (tabla), Vinod sakala janaanaam, conveys the
Rama, a Grade ‘A’ artiste of
AIR and Doordarshan, initially Kumar Handa & Kamaljeet Sangwan (spinning the message that when one looks at
charkha).
trained in Carnatic music
others as oneself, Atmavadeva
before pursuing Hindustani music under Shanti Sharma of the
paraanapi pashyata, there will be no violence.
Indore Gharana. She was further trained by Pt Tejpal Singh,
The Kabir bhajan, Awwal Allah noor upaya, kudrat ke sab
a foremost disciple of Ustad Amir Khan, the founder of the
bande came next, composed by her guru in the sonorous swars
gharana.
of Hemant, and Rama reached the taar madhyam effortlessly.
Introducing the theme of the concert, Rama explained
This was followed by Kamaljeet Sangwan talking about how
the importance of the 11 vows that Gandhi used, like Satya,
the charkha not only provides occupation to many, but is also
Ahimsa, Asteya, Aparigraha, and so on, to guide him through
a tool for meditation.
life, and how music and the charkha were integral to his
Rama took over with the Kafi of Bulle Shah with a
philosophy.
metaphor of charkha, and the original version of Raghupati
The time was just perfect for Gujari Todi, when Rama
Raghava Rajaram written by Lakshmanacharya.
created the serene atmosphere of the raag with a penetrating
She thoughtfully wove it with Naadopasana composed by
alap underscoring ‘Satya’, and sang Satyameva Jayate,
Pt Vishnu Digambar Paluskar in raag Jaijaiwanti. To mark the
composed as a madhya-laya bandish by her guru in Teentaal.
75th year of Independence, Rama concluded with the Sanskrit
This was followed by a Rubaidar tarana in the same raag,
shloka Namami Dharani Mataram and Vande mataram in raag
composed by Ustad Amir Khan with a Persian rubai (stanza)
Desh.
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Cricketer Saurav Ganguly, President of BCCI

Ball gets rolling on Ganguly biopic

A

biopic on the life of former Indian cricket men’s team
captain Sourav Ganguly is in the works, which will be
produced by Luv Films.
Ganguly, fondly called Dada, is one of the most successful
skippers in the history of Indian cricket, and currently serves
as President of the Board of Control for Cricket in India.
Luv Films, the production house founded by filmmaker Luv
Ranjan and Ankur Garg, shared the film announcement on
Instagram earlier this month.
“We are thrilled to announce that Luv Films will produce
Dada Sourav Ganguly’s biopic,” the statement read.
It added, “We are honoured to be entrusted with this
responsibility and look forward to a great innings.”
Ganguly also confirmed the news on Instagram, writing,
“Let’s get this ball rolling”.
Earlier, he had revealed a biopic on his life was under
development,
He added, “Cricket has been everything in my life, it gave
confidence and ability to walk forward with my head held
high, a journey to be cherished. Thrilled to share Luv Films
will produce a biopic on my journey and bring it to life for the
big screen.”
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Holding: Pattern to ECB ‘arrogance’

M

ichael Holding has accused the England and Wales
Cricket Board of “western arrogance” over the cancellation of the tour of Pakistan, the Guardian reported last week. He added that the ECB’s reasons for withdrawing
from the series in Pakistan did not “wash with him”.
Last month, the ECB announced the scheduled
October trip had been cancelled due to concerns
over “mental and physical well-being”. It would
have been the first tour of Pakistan by an England
women’s team, and the first by their male counterparts since 2005.
The ECB’s lengthy statement also indicated a
broader unease at travelling to the region, as well
as referencing bubble fatigue and Twenty20 World
Cup preparations.
New Zealand had also pulled out of their own
series in Pakistan, citing a security threat. Pakistan
Cricket Board chairman, Ramiz Raja, warned that
Michael
the cancellations risked creating a divide in international cricket.
Holding accused the ECB of “hiding behind a statement” after pulling out of the Pakistan tour.
“The ECB statement doesn’t wash with me. No substance.
Nobody wants to come forward and face up to anything because

they know what they did was wrong. So, they put out a statement
and hid behind [it],” he said.
Additionally, “It just reminds me of the rubbish they did with
Black Lives Matter. What that signal sends to me, is the same
western arrogance: ‘I will treat you how I feel like treating you,
it doesn’t matter what you think, I’ll just do what
I want’.”
Holding noted that Pakistan toured England
before vaccines were available for six to seven
weeks.
“They stayed, they played their cricket … to
save England’s butt, to put it mildly. Four days in
Pakistan? I’m absolutely sure they would not have
done that to India, because India is rich and powerful,” he said.
In a statement the ECB said: “We understand
this decision will be a significant disappointment
to the PCB, who have worked tirelessly to host
Holding
the return of international cricket in their country. Their support of English and Welsh cricket over the last two
summers has been a huge demonstration of friendship. We are
sincerely sorry for the impact this will have on cricket in Pakistan, and emphasise an ongoing commitment to our main touring plans there for 2022.”

Aussie women get ‘significant’ increase in pay

A

ustralia’s domestic female players have received a sigLast year the Women’s T20 World Cup, the last major global
nificant pay increase on the eve of the new Women’s Big event that took place before the pandemic, saw the final played
Bash League season with an extra [all currency Austra- in front of more than 86,000 people at the Melbourne Cricket
lian] $1.2 million of funding, ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Ground.
It means an additional $800,000 will be invested in Women’s
Said Australia captain, Meg Lanning: “The success and promNational Cricket League retainers, and $400,000 for the WBBL, inence of women’s cricket in Australia has not happened by acwhich relates to a 22 percent and 14 percent incident. Cricket has shown that when you properly
crease respectively for the two tournaments.
invest in female sport, the results follow, and evMeanwhile, the earnings gap to the men’s game
eryone benefits – the game, the fans, and the playremains significant.
ers.”
“This is another incredibly important step in
The pay increase is part of $4 million of indriving gender equity in our game. Our players
vestment agreed between CA and the Australian
have made enormous sacrifices the last 18 months,”
Cricketers’ Association for the season.
said Nick Hockley, Cricket Australia CEO.
It includes $320,000 for additional well-beHe added, “We pride ourselves over results
ing support amid the ongoing pandemic, and
to really lead the charge about driving equality
$250,000 to allow players to bring partners and
cricket, and particularly investing in the growth as
dependents with them to help during extended
cricket as a sport for women and girls.”
periods away from home.
Hockley acknowledged there remains a “big
There has also been funding allocated to edugap compared to their male counterparts” with
cation, player hardship funds, and the retirement
Meg Lanning
earnings.
payment pool, which players can access when their on-field caHowever, he noted, “[We] want to ensure to keep striving to reer ends.
make it an incredible full-time career. [The] announcement is
“Cricket continues to lead other sports in Australia, and inabout prioritising closing the gap, and further demonstrating deed internationally – and this is largely because of the continthat we are the leading sport in terms of pay domestically across ued investment in the game that drives professionalism,” ACA
Australia women team sports, and we will continue to invest in chief executive Todd Greenberg said.
that way.”
He added, “The ACA has worked closely with Cricket AustraThe WBBL has moved to its own standalone window in the lia to continue to invest in the women’s game – with a focus on
October-November period, and will be fully broadcast on TV the domestic level – at a time when many other sports are having
for the first time this year.
to curtail player payments.”

T

Hunter bags record century

I

reland cricketer Amy Hunter celebrated her 16th birthday
by becoming the youngest player to hit an international
century during the October 11 One Day game in Zimbabwe. She scored 121 not out as Ireland made 312-3, which
earned them a series-clinching 85-run win.
India’s Mithali Raj held the previous record, hitting an unbeaten 114 against Ireland at 16 years and 205 days in June 1999.
Shahid Afridi is the youngest man to hit an international century at 16 years and 217 days. He scored 102 in a One Day game
against Sri Lanka in 1996.
Hunter said she felt “a bit surreal” after acquiring the recordbreaking century.
“When I got to my hundred, I had no ideal what to do. I
didn't know whether to take the helmet off or keep it on. It was
unbelievable,” she said.

Afghanistan’s fate with ICC

T

not utilise the DRS in the past since the last edition of the event
took place in 2016, when the system was not in place in T20Is.
The first ICC T20I tournament with DRS was the 2018 women’s T20 World Cup in the Caribbean, where teams had one review available. The same was used again at the 2020 edition of
women’s T20 World Cup in Australia, the last multi-team event
organised by the ICC before the Covid-19 pandemic.
Introduced to minimise the margin of error in decision-making by umpires, the DRS is a process whereby the third umpire
may be consulted in relation to a decision by the on-field umpires, either via an umpire review, or a player review. It has been
used since 2017 in major ICC events such as the men’s Champions Trophy, and the 50-over World Cup.

he governing International Cricket Council has taken a
wait-and-watch approach on Afghanistan, and will discuss the game’s fate in the country in a board meeting to
be held in November, ICC acting chief executive Geoff Allardice
said last week.
Afghanistan risk isolation since its Taliban takeover in August, with Cricket Australia threatening not to host them for a oneoff test in Hobart next month if the
new government in Kabul did not
allow women to play the game.
The Afghanistan Cricket Board
has said it is committed to women’s cricket, and was awaiting instructions from the government
on its future.
“Our primary function is to
support the development of cricket in that country through the
member board,” Allardice said.
Geoff Allardice
He added, “We have said all along that we are waiting to see
how things unfold under the different regime in that country.
The ICC board will consider it when they next meet, which is
looking like at the end of the T20 World Cup.”
Afghanistan are currently training in Qatar, and will begin
their Twenty20 World campaign against a qualifier in Sharjah
on October 25.
When the Taliban last ruled Afghanistan two decades ago,
girls were not allowed to attend school, and women were banned
from work and education.
While Australia Test captain Tim Paine said teams might refuse to play Afghanistan at the T20 World Cup, Allardice said
there was no doubt over the country’s participation in the showpiece event.
“[Afghanistan] are full members of the ICC, and the team
is preparing for the event at the moment and will be playing in
Group B. As far as their participation in the event, it is proceeding as normal,” he said.

Meanwhile, New South Wales residents are not permitted
to leave the State without doing 14 days hard hotel quarantine
due to a Covid-19 outbreak. Recently, players from New South
Wales and Victoria did 14 days quarantine prior to the start of
the tournament in Tasmania.
With the entire Women’s Big Bash League to be played in
Tasmania, South Australia, Western Australia, and Queensland,
Haynes made the decision to miss the tournament unless there
are changes to the fixture, or to border conditions.
Said Haynes: “I understand the schedule needed to be rejigged due to the ongoing border closures. However, the fact it
means Sydney Thunder will be on the road for the entire dura-

tion of the WBBL, along with the mandatory 14 days in quarantine, left me with no alternative but to make myself unavailable.”
She added, “However, as I told the squad, I will be back if
there are changes to the current border restrictions of the tournament structure.”
Haynes will continue to rehab her hamstring to play later in
the tournament should the State borders re-open.
“As much as I want to be with the team, leaving Leah and
Hugo... for such a long period wouldn’t be fair. I’ve spoken to
all the players and staff... they [are] extremely supportive... I am
doing my hamstring rehabilitation with the intention that I can
put myself forward to play,” Haynes said.

DRS in use at T20 World Cup for the first time
he Decision Review System is being used for the first
time in the T20 World Cup, with each team getting a
maximum of two reviews per innings, the ICC decided
last month.
The ICC also increased the minimum number of overs for
delayed and rain-interrupted matches.
During the group stages of the T20 World Cup, each team
will need to bat for a minimum of five overs for the result to be
decided by the DLS method, a norm for any T20I currently.
However, for the semi-finals and the final, each team will
need to bat for a minimum of ten overs to effect a result, as was
the norm in the women's T20 World Cup last year.
A marquee tournament such as the men’s T20 World Cup did

Amy Hunter

Injury, Covid-19 lockdown, parental leave take Haynes away from captaincy

S

ydney Thunder captain Rachael Haynes has withdrawn
from the entire WBBL due to a combination of injury,
border closures, and parental leave, barring a change in
quarantine arrangements for people leaving New South Wales,
ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Haynes suffered a hamstring injury during the third ODI
between Australia and India in Mackay in September, and was
ruled out of the remainder of the series including the day-night
Test, and the three T20 internationals.
She returned to New South Wales to be with partner Leah
Poulton as she gave birth to a son, Hugo. Haynes had always
planned to miss the early part of the WBBL to be with her family.
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World Cup T20 WI team best fit – Simmons

W

est Indies head coach Phil Simmons said last week
he and the other selectors “got it right” in selecting
the best team for the World Cup T20 tournament.
Simmons also noted that the team selected is the best fit for the
2021 title defence
Simmons said that while some of the decisions were tough,
in the end the team chosen is
a balanced one that is capable
of taking the trophy for a third
time.
The selectors’ choices continue to be criticised by former
players, and regional government heads. According to Simmons, the criticism has not impacted on the confidence of the
players, who remain focused
on the games.
Simmons also called on
West Indies’ fans to send positive vibes.
Jason Holder
“I don’t think the discussions (surrounding the team selection) has had a negative impact on the team,” Simmons said.
He added, “I think the guys… know what they are here for.
The only thing I can say is that people need to back us in the
things that we do. Sometimes we are closer to things that the
people who are commenting from outside, so we need to back

the decisions that we’ve made. What we need is the backing and
the good vibes from everybody.”
Simmons admitted the decision to select Jason Holder on the
reserve list, rather than in the core 15-player squad was a tough
call.
“It is a tough decision. I am a fan of his ability. It is a difficult
decision, but one that we think we got right in this case. It is a
case where we thought for this
squad, that he wasn’t (going to
be) in that 15. So, at the end of
the day we had to pick him as a
reserve. We have Andre Russell
and Fabian Allen (in the main
squad) so for the balance of the
squad we thought he would be
one of the reserves,” Simmons
said.
Additionally, “When you select the 15, we look at the balance. Oshane [Thomas] bowled
well in the games he played. He
Phil Simmons
bowls quick, which is what we
want him to do. Hayden [Walsh Jr} did well in the Australia series, and Darren Bravo was the next out-and-out batsman on the
line. Those are some of the things we have to look at when we try
to balance out the team.”
Simmons said the selectors came up with the right balance.
“At the end of the day, we think we got it right,” he maintained.

Gayle hits out with curt response to Ambrose

B

atsman Chris Gayle took a big swing at former West I am now speaking from my heart. I don’t know what, since he
Indies’ pacer Curtly Ambrose last week in response to retired, what he had against Chris Gayle. Those negative things
the latter’s curt delivery regarding Gayle’s surprise selec- he has been saying in the press – I don’t know if he is looking for
tion to the World Cup team. In his commentary,
attention, but he is getting the attention. So, I am
Ambrose said Gayle would not have been his
just giving back the attention which he requires,
automatic pick in the West Indies XI for the T20
and which he needs,” Gayle said.
World Cup now underway.
He added, “I can tell you personally, and you
Ambrose noted Gayle’s recent lack of form
can let him know that Chris Gayle, the Universe
going into the World Cup. Since the start of
Boss, [has] no respect for Curtly Ambrose what2021, Gayle has accumulated 227 runs in 16
soever.”
T20Is, averaging 17.46, with a lone fifty.
Also, that if former West Indies players “conGayle aimed for the stands in response to the
tinue to be negative” and not support the team,
criticism, hitting at Ambrose off the back foot,
then the “Universe Boss is going to be disrespectsaying he had lost “respect” for the former top
ful; disrespectful verbally in their face”.
pacer, and that he was now “finished” with him.
Gayle declared he was “finished with Curtly
“I am speaking about Curtly Ambrose. I am
Ambrose”.
Curtly Ambrose
singling out Curtly Ambrose; one of your own.
“I have no respect; any time I see him I will tell
I highly respected him when I came into the West Indies team,” him as well: ‘Stop being negative; support the team ahead of the
Gayle said during an interview last week on The Island Tea World Cup’. This team has been selected, and we need past playMorning Show, a radio station in St Kitts. Details of the interview ers to support us. We need that; we don’t need negative energy.
was later reported by ESPNcricinfo.
In other teams, their past players support their teams: why can’t
“When I just joined the team, I looked up to this man. But our own support us in a big tournament like this?”

Sunil Narine

Chris Gayle

Pollard counting on Gayle

W

est Indies T20 team captain Kieron Pollard said last
week he is looking forward to a “recharged” Chris
Gayle in the upcoming ICC T20 World Cup games.
Late last month Gayle left the Punjab Kings’ bio-secure bubble
during the Indian Premier League, citing bio-bubble fatigue.
His selection to the West Indies team raised eyebrows, with
commentators noting his age at 42, and his declining form in
the past year. Gayle was chosen ahead of players as Sunil Narine,
who continues to perform well with both the ball and bat.
Commenting on Gayle exiting the IPL bio-bubble, Pollard
said he understands that players’ need to prioritise their mental
well-being. He added he is looking forward to Gayle being ready
for the tournament games ahead.
Said Pollard: “This bubble life is very difficult at times. Sometimes you need a break, as a cricketer, and as an individual. I
don’t think enough attention is actually being placed on mental
health for sportsmen and cricketers, with all this bubble (life).
People tend to try to use other narratives of how they feel as
cricketers. He made a decision for himself. We look forward to
seeing a recharged Chris, and hopefully he can add value to us.”
Pollard was reluctant to comment on Gayle getting the nod,
while other players as Narine were left behind.
“We’re focusing on the task at hand, and this is the group of
guys that we have,” he said.
He was also reluctant to comment on the experienced offspinner Narine not getting the World Cup pick.
Last week Narine produced a Man of the Match performance
for KKR against Royal Challengers Bangalore in the IPL eliminator, taking four wickets for 21 runs, and hitting 26 off 15 balls.
He was Pollard’s vice captain in the recent Trinidad Knight Riders Caribbean Premier League, and took 12 wickets.
According to the selectors, Narine was not chosen after failing to meet Cricket West Indies’ minimum fitness requirement.
Gayle was given an exemption from undergoing the test.
“If I add my two cents of how [Narine’s] non-inclusion came
about, then it could be spun like how he’s bowling on these Sharjah wickets: in all different directions. Let's deal with the 15 guys
that we have here, which is more important,” Pollard said.

ICC T20 World Cup Cricket Schedule
(All times Indian Standard Time)
Round 1 Fixture
Match 1: October 17
Oman vs PNG, 3:30 PM, Muscat;
Match 2: October 17
Bangladesh vs Scotland, 7:30 PM, Muscat;
Match 3: October 18
Ireland vs Netherlands, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 4: October 18
Sri Lanka vs Namibia, 7:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 5: October 19
Scotland vs Papua New Guinea, 3:30 PM, Muscat;
Match 6: October 19
Oman vs Bangladesh, 7:30 PM, Muscat;
Match 7: October 20
Namibia vs Netherlands, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 8: October 20
Sri Lanka vs Ireland, 7:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 9: October 21
Bangladesh vs Papua New Guinea, 3:30 PM, Muscat;
Match 10: October 21
Oman vs Scotland, 7:30 PM, Muscat;
Match 11 October 22
Namibia vs Ireland, 3:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 12: October 21
Sri Lanka Vs Netherlands, 7:30 PM, Sharjah.
Super 12 – Group 1 Fixture:
Match 1: October 23
Australia vs South Africa, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 2: October 23
England vs West Indies, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
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Match 3: October 24
A1 vs B2, 3:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 4: October 26
South Africa vs West Indies, 3:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 5: October 27
England vs B2, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 6: October 28
Australia vs A1, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 7: October 29
West Indies vs B2, 3:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 8: October 30
South Africa vs A1, 3:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 9: October 30
England vs Australia, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 10: November 01
England vs A1, 7:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 11: November 02
South Africa vs B2, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 12: November 04
Australia vs B2, 3:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 13: November 04
West Indies vs A1, 7:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 14: November 06
Australia vs WI, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 15: November 06
England vs South Africa, 7:30 PM, Sharjah;
Super 12 – Group 2 Fixture:
Match 1: October 24
India vs Pakistan, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 2: October 25
Afghanistan vs B1, 7:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 3: October 26

Pakistan vs New Zealand, 7:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 4: October 27
B1 vs A2, 7:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 5: October 29-21
Afghanistan vs Pakistan, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 6: October 31
Afghanistan vs A2, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 7: October 31
India vs New Zealand, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 8: November 02
Pakistan Vs A2, 7:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 9: November 03
New Zealand vs B1, 3:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 10: November 02
India vs Afghanistan, 7:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 11: November 05
New Zealand vs A2, 3:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 12: November 05
India vs B1, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
Match 13: 07-November 07
New Zealand vs Afghanistan, 3:30 PM, Abu Dhabi;
Match 14: November 07
Pakistan vs B1, 7:30 PM, Sharjah;
Match 15: November 08
India vs A2, 7:30 PM, Dubai;
ICC T20 World Cup 2021 Final & Semifinal Fixture:
November 10
TBC vs TBC, 1st Semi-Final, 7:30 PM
November 11
TBC vs TBC, 2nd Semi-Final, 7:30 PM
November 14
TBC vs TBC, Final, 7:30 PM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

437-235-7599

Vincent Condominiums In Vaughan
Take living to the next
level with Vincent Condos!
They have astonishing
entertainment for
everyone in the family, and
everything to fit your needs.
Vincent is focused around
the Vaughan Metropolitan
Center. Vaughan topped the
905 market with the highest
number of new condo sales
during the first quarter of
2021.
Starting
From Mid -

$400K
Toronto For Sale $499,000

Location!
Location!
Location!
Move-in ready.
Very well
maintained 2
storey 3 bedroom
townhome. Great
for first time
home buyers/investors. Fully fenced yard with lots
of storage space. Close to all amenities: shopping
malls, grocery stores & libraries. Steps to TTC and
close to 400/401/407 and more...

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

