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Leaders extend Diwali greetings

An active lifestyle was evident in downtown Toronto over the weekend when the
Global Care Outreach Program & Vishnu Mandir participated in a fundraiser with
the TCS Toronto Waterfront Marathon. While promoting an active lifestyle, the
marathon was also an effort to raise funds for the GCOP’s & Vishnu Mandir’s
ongoing humanitarian support for the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic. Donations
can still be made online, & will continue until November 14. See Page 11

Toronto – In the wake of the Covid-19 pan- recovering from Covid-19, and the dark omidemic, and given the contemporary global tur- nous clouds that hang over the world due
bulence now afflicting many lives, community to political conflicts and man’s inhumanleaders this week issued reassuring messages ity to man, I pray that the blessing of Mother
of peace, hope, and unity as the
Lakshmi be with all so that we
world prepares for the celebracan succeed in the struggle to
tion of Diwali on October 24.
overcome whatever darkness
In his community message
pervades the world.”
earlier this week, President of
The inherent message of the
the Hindu Foundation, Pandit
festival of light marking “the
Roopnauth Sharma, noted that
triumph of good over evil, light
Diwail is a most significant spirover darkness, and the return of
itual and colourful event in the
Lord Rama from exile”, was also
Hindu Calendar.
noted by the Guyana Consulate
“The lighting of diyas is a
in Toronto.
re-enactment of the scene in
In its Diwali greetings to
the Ramayan describing the celthe community, the Consulate
Pandit Sharma
ebration of the people as they
said: “This auspicious day has
welcome the return of Lord Ram from exile. incredible symbolism, especially since we are
The occasion also celebrates good over evil, now seeing victory over the coronavirus panand allows us the opportunity to reflect on demic, which held the world at ransom for
our past, and make resolutions to improve the almost two years, and today, we are blessed to
practices of the basic human values of compas- once again celebrate together in peace, love,
sion, charity, understanding, and forgiveness,” and unity.”
Sharma said.
Adding that Guyana is a melting pot of rich
He added, “As we face the challenges of
See Page 10: Diwali’s message

Vote early to avoid Diwali,
election conflict says ICCA

Chair of the Indo-Caribbean Canadian Association Ryan Singh
(right) & member Alim Lila distribute their Vote Early poster at
M&A Caribbean Pooja Store in Scarborough. Supplied photo.
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Toronto – In a pivot from its call on the government of Ontario to ‘Respect
Diwali’, the Indo-Caribbean Canadian Association is now working to inform
the South Asian and Indo-Caribbean community to go out and vote early in
the municipal elections, and then to focus fully on celebrating the auspicious
Festival of Lights.
The move to inform the community about advanced voting came following
no direct response by the Ontario government to the ICCA’s ‘Respect Diwali’
petition, chair of the ICCA, Ryan Singh, said last week.
It was an effort that sought out the government’s intervention following the
2002 municipal elections coinciding with the celebration of Diwali. Both events
are scheduled to take place on October 24.
The conflict between civic duty and the religious celebration set in motion a
campaign and petition that saw the ICCA calling on the Ontario government to
shift the election date. The group received 1,000-plus petition signatures.
“Diwali is not only a religious time, but also a time when the family reunites.
It is a time to see your Nani and your Aji… It is not only a day to do puja, but
to visit family,” Singh said.
Consequently, it became problematic for the one million South Asians in
Ontario when the election was called on the same day that the Festival of Lights
is being celebrated.
As Singh noted, given such a choice, people will prioritise between observing
their religious traditions, and in spending quality time with family and friends,
rather than fulfilling their civic duty of turning up to vote.
For the government of Ontario to hold the Ontario municipal elections on
the same day as Diwali would not ensure fairness and equality for Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, and Jains in Ontario, Singh declared.
He added that over one million Ontarians of South Asian heritage who
celebrate Diwali, including the Indo-Caribbean diaspora, should not have to
choose between their religious observances and civic duty.
As Singh noted, there was a precedent in Ontario where a governmental shift
See Page 3: ICCA extends
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Sun-drenched Suite

Love a Spectacular View?

Spacious 2 level suite in south Etobicoke. Features
a modern open-concept style with tall glass
windows. This suite is nicely updated with a marble
fireplace, decorated ceiling with crown molding,
large open balcony, and a private patio off the
principal bedroom.

Take in the sprawling cityscape from two separate
balconies, both spacious & private. This modern
unit boasts space featuring a well-designed,
open-concept layout, large primary bedroom with
a 4 piece ensuite, ensuite laundry in the second
bedroom, gleaming laminate throughout, & more!
Designed for happy living!

$719,700
Prime Location!
Impressive townhome located in a small fenced
area with visitor parking. This home has been
recently renovated with LED lights, sparkling
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
an updated kitchen & a finished basement. The
rear yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted and professionally cleaned. Move-in ready!
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Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!
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LEASED: $2,800
Newly Renovated!

Freshly painted & looking for family for surprisingly
spacious home. Features just-put-in laminate,
bright LED pot lights, overly spacious backyard,
large driveway. Fin. basement with room for office,
playrm, bdrm, etc. Family-oriented neighbourhood,
close to schools, transit, & many amenities.

2

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 19, 2022

A Rare Find

Gorgeous semi-detatched in fantastic
neighbourhood in Brampton! Beautiful home
boasts 4 bedrooms! Fall in love with spacious open
concept, finished huge rec room in basement &
lovely laminate thruout. Sit outside on upstairs balc.
from convenience of your bedroom. Don’t wait!

$850,000
Legal Duplex!

Fully legal dup. on lge lot & tall trees. Prop. is 2
self-contained units w/ 2 furn., 2 h-water tanks,
2 laund., 2 meters, 2 elec. panels, 2 sep. grges,
& parking for 6 veh. Upper unit has tall ceilings,
lge winds., 4 bdrms, & 2 baths. 2nd unit selfcontained with 3 bdrms, wshrm & extra-lge winds.
Live in 1, rent other: other guy pays the mortgage!

$899,700
Ideal Space!
Located on quiet street in one of Rexdale’s most
mature neighbourhoods. Clean, well-main. home
with lge, bright winds. & cathedral ceiling. Lovely
open-cncpt design complemented w/ oversized
carport, lge private foyer, patio, & mature fruit
trees. Oversized crawl space ideal for storage!
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Dhaman Kissoon at the Vishnu Mandir late last month. Photo by Ramesh Ramkalawan.
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Save-the-date for Lautchmin Kissoon Golf Tournament
Toronto – In an update to the announcement made earlier
this year that the popular Kissoon golf tournament would be
revived and re-named after his mother, community stalwart
and lawyer Dhaman Kissoon last week issued a notification to
golfers to save-the-date for June 21, 2023.
“We have a date in place – June 21 next year, at the Granite
Ridge Golf Club at Milton,” Kissoon told Indo-Caribbean World.
He added, “We’re expecting the tournament to be sold out.
However, we still have some hard work to do to get there.”
Earlier this year, Kissoon made the announcement at Vishnu
Mandir that the family planned to honour its matriarch, Srimati
Lautchmin Kissoon, a pillar in their close-knit family, by reviving the popular golf tournament, and naming it after her.
Kissoon also indicated that the funds raised from the
tournament would go to support the Guyana Dialysis & Eye
Clinic, a major health and humanitarian project by Global
Care Outreach and the Vishnu Mandir, which is led by Dr
Budhendranauth Doobay.
During his announcement in March, Kissoon revealed the
well-patronised and popular event would now be known as
the Lautchmin Kissoon Golf Tournament. Its renaming was in
recognition of his mother’s dedication, devotion, and guidance
to the Kissoon family, he declared.
According to Kissoon, tournament plans are now coming to
fruition with a lot of hard work being done by its planning committee, which is made up of himself, his three brothers, Danny,
Mitra, and Krish, and family and friends.

As Kissoon noted, the original tournament continued for 15
years. Quite successful during its last life, its fundraising saw
financial support going to temples, The Hospital for Sick Kids,
and many others, he said.
“At that point, we raised over $1 million, and we thought we
had done enough,” Kissoon said.
However, he said that while the tournament was no longer
active, the family’s social awareness to reach out and help others
remained alive.
As Kissoon declared, there was always a “a need to reach out
and help”; and it was for this humanitarian reason that the golf
tournament was revived in his mother’s name.
As he declared, there remains a lot of potential in the tournament for it to work for the benefit of those in need.
“So, why let it go to waste? Quite clearly, there is a need,” he
said.
As Kissoon indicated, the proceeds from the inaugural,
newly-renamed tournament on June 21, 2023 event, which are
left over after expenses, will go to funding the Vishnu Mandir’s
Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic.
And while issuing the call to golf enthusiasts, and those wishing to help with the humanitarian effort to making medical care
accessible to all Guyanese back home, Kissoon said potential
participants can reach out to him. He also said future updates
and information are coming, and that all plans are now firmly in
place for the Lautchmin Kissoon Golf Tournament.
Kissoon can be reached at 416-234-1446 Ext. 231.

From Page 1
was made to accommodate a similar conflict of dates, Singh
said.
As the ICCA’s petition noted, “In 2007, the Ontario government moved the election date from
October 4 to October 10 because of
a conflict with the Jewish holiday of
Shemini Atzeret, on which some members of the Orthodox Jewish community would be unable to vote. When that
change was made, the former chief election officer, John Hollins, was concerned
October 11 might infringe on that week’s
Eid al-Fitr holiday, which marks the end
of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan,
and that date was avoided as well.”
The ICCA’s petition, and subsequent
coverage by the mainstream media, saw
no direct response from the Ontario
government.
However, as was reported last week
by The Canadian Press, a spokesperson
for the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, Melissa Diakoumea, said the
election date is determined by an act that
sets it for the fourth Monday of October.
She also suggested those who cannot vote on election day use other available options, such as
advance, proxy, mail-in, or Internet voting.
Following no direct intervention by the Ontario government, Singh said the non-response saw the ICCA pivoting to

a campaign that began calling on the South Asian and IndoCaribbean community to participate in advanced voting.
“The only thing we can do now is to encourage people to
go out and vote,” he said, adding that ICCA members have
been visiting mandirs, restaurants, and
Caribbean stores and putting up posters
with information on advanced voting
dates in the various municipalities.
Singh said the community locations
that were visited welcomed the ICCA’s
initiative.
“The first mandir we walked into said
it was okay for us to put up the posters,”
he said.
Additionally, “There was a Tamil
mandir in Scarborough where its leader
said it was a breath of fresh air to see
young people taking such an initiative.
The leader said we need the younger
generation to continue doing more of
this stuff.”
However, even as the group was
being complimented and supported for
its community work, at the same time it
was also being trolled, Singh said.
As he noted, the ICCA has received
hate messages, among them emails saying, “This is Canada; you should return to India.”
Said Singh: “I was born in Canada, and this is my home. We
are not being deterred by these attacks. The more people attack
us means that our message is getting across.”

ICCA extends call to community to utilise early voting
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
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• Light of Truth
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Supportive housing for Mississauga
Mississauga – The Ontario government
Said Nando Iannicca, Chair, Region of Peel:
announced last week it is providing over $4.5 “On behalf of Peel Regional Council, I want
million to help create 40 supportive housing to thank and congratulate the government of
units.
Ontario and Indwell Community Homes for
According to a news release, two former putting shovels in the ground in the Streetsville
private seniors group homes are being incor- community.”
porated into a new development by Indwell to
Iannicca added, “With housing affordability
provide supportive housing for people deal- increasingly becoming out of reach for Peel
ing with mental health and
residents, it is vital that we
addiction issues, racialised
tackle the issue as a partnergroups, and homeless people
ship with a community focus.
or those at risk of homelessBeyond bricks and mortar,
ness.
these 40 supportive housing
The complex is located
units will connect residents
at 25 Thomas Street in the
to important services and
old village of Streetsville,
help them live independently.
and will contain 40 studio
We look forward to seeing
apartments, ten of which are
this community grow.”
barrier-free, each with its
As highlighted in Ontario’s
own kitchen and bath. There
Action Plan: Protecting
are several common areas
People’s Health and Our
including a roof deck, server,
Economy, the announcement
and community space that
was part of the province’s
Nando Iannicca
can hold up to 40 people.
Social Services Relief Fund,
“Our government is getting shovels in the which has provided over $1.2 billion of supground and building homes across Ontario port throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, to
through innovation and collaboration with help municipalities and Indigenous program
all of our partners in the housing sector,” said partners create longer-term housing solutions
Michael Parsa, Associate Minister of Housing and help vulnerable Ontarians, including those
for Ontario.
who are homeless, or at risk of homelessness.
He added, “We’re pleased to support this
The Ontario government is also investing
important project in Mississauga, which will an additional $25 million annually in a new
allow community members who need it most Homelessness Prevention Program. This prothe ability to build their future in an affordable, gram simplifies and streamlines operations
safe and secure home.”
so municipal service managers can spend less
The new development will preserve and time on paperwork, and more time working
incorporate two listed heritage properties locat- with their clients to help find housing, and
ed at 25 Thomas Street and 253 Victoria Street. other supports, and help those at risk of homeFinished landscaping will include Indigenous lessness stay in their homes.
plantings and a private terrace. The building
The additional funding brings Ontario’s
is also close to grocery stores, schools, parks, total yearly investment in the program to close
transit, and employment opportunities.
to $464 million.
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Call for fireworks caution in Brampton
Brampton – The City of Brampton has
reminded residents of the importance of being
safe while using fireworks during Diwali celebrations on October 24.
In its release, the City also noted that many
residents in the community will be celebrating
Bandi Chhor Divas on this date.
Diwali is one of four days a year when shortrange fireworks are allowed on private property in Brampton without the need for a permit.
Under the by-law, fireworks are also permitted on Victoria Day, Canada Day, and New
Year’s Eve.
Short-range fireworks are those that travel
less than three metres (ten feet) when set off,
such as fountains, wheels, ground spinners,
sparklers, and so on.
This is roughly the height of a Brampton
Transit bus or a basketball hoop, the release
noted.
All other rocket-type fireworks are banned
in Brampton. The City also reminded that
fireworks are not permitted on the street, sidewalks, within City parks, or on municipal or
school properties.
When using short-range fireworks on private property, residents must follow the fol-
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lowing safety precautions: have a container of
water, or a hose line filled with water available
to extinguish fireworks; never light a firework,
or hold a lit firework in your hand, other than
a sparkler.
Also, never throw or point fireworks at
other people; after using sparklers, place them
in a container of water to fully cool before
disposal; and allow all fireworks to fully cool
before disposal.
Vendors who plan to sell fireworks for
Diwali, and for New Year’s Eve on December
31, are reminded that training is mandatory,
and completion of the training course is compulsory, before vendors can be licensed to sell.
Vendors who have already obtained a fire
inspection and completed the training course
must apply online to obtain or renew a licence.
Once approved, the licence can be picked up
from City Hall at 2 Wellington St W, which
started on October 17.
The City recommends residents purchase
fireworks from licensed retailers. A list of registered fireworks retailers in Brampton will be
available on the City website.
Click here for more information on firework safety and bylaws.

CANADA

Govt boosts working hours for international students
Ottawa – The government of Canada
has announced the temporary lifting of the
20-hour-per-week cap on the number of
hours that eligible post-secondary students are
allowed to work off-campus while attending
classes during the semester.
The announcement was made in a release
earlier this month by Sean Fraser, Minister of
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, and
came as a response to employers who are facing unprecedented challenges in finding and
retaining workers during this period of economic recovery and growth.
Said Fraser: “With the economy growing
at a faster rate than employers can hire new
workers, Canada needs to look at every option
so that we have the skills and workforce needed
to fuel our growth. Immigration will be crucial
to addressing our labour shortage.”
He added, “By allowing international students to work more while they study, we can
help ease pressing needs in many sectors across
the country, while providing more opportunities for international students to gain valuable Canadian work experience and continue
contributing to our short-term recovery and
long-term prosperity.”
According to the release, the government of
Canada is continuing to take concrete actions

to address current labour needs.
It stated that from November 15, 2022, until
December 31, 2023, international students now
in Canada, and who have off-campus work
authorisation on their study permit, will not be
restricted by the 20-hour-per-week rule.
Foreign nationals who have already submitted a study permit application are also able to
benefit from the temporary change, provided
that the application is approved.
This measure will provide many international students with a greater opportunity
to gain valuable work experience in Canada,
and will increase the availability of workers to
sustain Canada’s post-pandemic growth, the
release stated.
With more than 500,000 international students already in Canada available to potentially
work additional hours, this temporary change
reflects the important role international students can play in addressing Canada’s labour
shortage, while continuing to pursue their
studies.
Study permit holders are still expected to
balance their study and work commitments, as
those who stop studying or reduce course loads
to only study part-time are not eligible to work
off-campus.
This month, Immigration, Refugees and

Ontario investing in construction careers

Oakville – The Ontario government is
The job bank helps jobseekers assess their
investing $3.7 million to help up to 2,500 work- skills, access additional training, and prepare
ers start, or advance, into well-paying careers for interviews. Furthermore, this funding conin the construction industry, a government tinues to support Merit’s online training centre,
release stated earlier this month.
which is helping up to 2,500 construction
According to the release, Ontario will need workers train for the next step in their careers
100,000 more construction
and earn more take-home pay.
workers in this decade to help
Said
Mike
Gallardo,
deliver the province’s ambitious
President and CEO of Merit
infrastructure plans, including
Ontario: “The government of
1.5 million homes by 2031.
Ontario’s continued investment
“Construction
workin Construction Ontario helps
ers are heroes who keep our
small and medium-sized conprovince running by buildstruction employers and their
ing the roads, hospitals,
employees access high-quality,
homes, and schools that we
engaging and accessible trainrely on every day,” said Monte
ing to help them improve their
McNaughton, Minister of
productivity and enhance
Labour, Immigration, Training
health and safety in the workMonte McNaughton
and Skills Development.
place.”
“With billions of dollars in infrastructure
Gallardo added, “We thank the governinvestments on the horizon, we need all hands ment of Ontario, and Minister McNaughton,
on deck to get the job done. Our government for their continued commitment to ensuring
will continue to invest in programs that ease workers across the province have access to
labour shortages and give workers the tools training no matter where they live.”
to earn bigger paycheques for themselves and
The project is funded by Ontario’s Skills
their families,” he added.
Development Fund, a $560 million initiative
This investment will help Merit Ontario, an that supports innovative programs connecting
organisation that supports contractors employ- job seekers with the skills and training needed
ing both unionised and non-unionised work- to find well-paying careers close to home.
ers, to expand their online job bank to match
The third round of funding, which was
thousands of people with construction jobs launched late last month, prioritises projects
at more than 300 small, medium, and large that support people with criminal records, and
employers in their communities.
those on social assistance.

Immigration, Refugees & Citizenship Minister Sean Fraser
Citizenship Canada also launched a pilot proj- efforts to improve client service and applicaect to automate the processing of study permit tion processing times.
There have also been other measures recentextensions. As the release noted, the types of
applications being included in this pilot have ly launched that benefit international students
a consistently high approval rate, as all appli- and recent graduates. Among these are a trancants have previously been approved to study sition period for those studying online from
abroad, and the opportunity for those with
in Canada.
The pilot will involve a small group of expired or expiring post-graduation work perapplicants, who could see their extended study mits to get an additional 18-month open work
permit processed much faster, with the goal of permit.
With unprecedented interest in Canada
improving client service. If the pilot is successful, then it will be expanded in order to help from applicants around the world, IRCC conreduce processing times, and allow officers to tinues to set the bar higher for immigration
processing. Ongoing efforts and client serfocus on more complex applications.
Ottawa’s announcement earlier this month vice improvements by the department aim
is part of a series of initiatives targeted to ben- to strengthen Canada’s immigration system,
efit international students and graduates, while shorten wait times, reduce application backlogs
at the same time supporting Canada’s broader and improve the experience of clients overall.

IRCC making progress reuniting families

Brampton – Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada is continuing to reunite
families, and will be accepting up to 15,000
complete applications for sponsorship under
the Parents and Grandparents
Program this year.
The announcement was
made last week by Member of
Parliament Sonia Sidhu, on behalf
of Immigration, Refugees, and
Citizenship Minister Sean Fraser,
along with MP Shafqat Ali.
“Family reunification is important to Canadians, and plays a
key role in our immigration system. We recognise that reuniting
Sonia
parents and grandparents with
their families in Canada provides immense
contributions to our communities. Parents,
their children, and their grandchildren want

to be together, and our government has made
significant progress toward that,” Sidhu said.
In a release, it was noted that the government remains cognisant that family reunification plays a significant role
in attracting, retaining, and
integrating immigrants that contribute to Canada’s success as a
country.
Also noted was Canada has
an extremely generous family
sponsorship program that allows
Canadian citizens and permanent
residents the option to bring parents and grandparents to Canada
as permanent residents.
Sidhu
Last week the IRCC started
sending out invitations to apply to 23,100 interested potential sponsors, enough to ensure that
Canada reaches its goal of 15,000 applications.
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Diwali 2022

rinidad and Tobago’s Finance minister Colm Imbert’s
call for Guyana to share its oil wealth with Caricom
partners is certainly premature, to make the kindest
comment, especially as the caller is from a nation that had
squandered its oil wealth, and almost broke up the UWI in 1972
by threatening to withhold its contribution.
I must remind Imbert that charity begins
at home. I remember when Trinidad ridiculed
British Guiana for its lack of asphalted roads, or
roads of any kind, a situation that still prevails
within and between villages and small towns. The
road network is skimpy, and movement of people
and farm goods is difficult, therefore costly, once you go outside
urban areas, from lack of facilities and rot in the heat of Guyana.
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Barbados, and most of the
Antilles, do have all-island road coverage. I blame Forbes
Burnham for failing to build a network, though he did improve
the main coastal roads, and pave others. But many feeder roads
remain potholed, costing farmers a fortune, from delays in getting produce to market, damage to trucks and carts, limitations
on load-bearing on fragile rural roads, and personal injury.
Trinidad and Tobago, meanwhile, has had the largest pitch
lake in the world at La Brea, known for over 400 years, when it
was exploited by explorer Walter Raleigh to caulk his ships, circa
1595! It gave Washington DC its first paved street. Did Trinidad
ever offer any of its Caricom sisters asphalt for their roads and
buildings? Eric Williams once denied Burnham credit for petrol
because of Burnham’s accumulated debt, which Williams had
facilitated in the first place.
Sharing is a worthy thing. But premature sharing can harm
the donor and spoil the gifting. Caricom partners must restrain
demands, emergency excepting, and allow Guyana its chance
to build proper and lasting facilities. Its infrastructure is, to be
kind, inadequate. Its sea defences alone can consume current
earnings from oil, if the government is imprudent enough to
pour those revenues into recurrent budgets. Few Caribbean
islands have this problem, which will only worsen as the world
warms, and the seas rise over a coastland three to six feet below
sea level.
Charity must begin at home. Finally, the government can
afford to provide comprehensive infrastructure and social
support for all its citizens, young and old, rural and urban.
Empoldering works proposed 70 years ago, the Hutchinson

n October 24 our Indo-Caribbean community in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area,
throughout Canada, in the Caribbean, and elsewhere in the world will observe the holy festival of Diwali.
Celebrated by the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, and Jain faiths, it
is also known as Divali and Deepavali.
The festival gets its name from the Sanskrit word
‘Deepavali’, with its prefix ‘deepa’ meaning lamp, light, or
illumination; or when abstracted, ‘knowledge’. The word
‘avali’ translates into ‘a row or series’; and so, ‘Deepavali’
means, ‘a row of lights’.
It is estimated that over 500,000 Canadians celebrate the
festival of lights. Globally, it is estimated that over one billion faithful now observe this auspicious event.
While Diwali is a religious celebration, and is an official
holiday in nations as Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago,
Guyana, Fiji, India, Malaysia, Mauritius, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan, Singapore, and Sri Lanka, what is notable is its
warm glow is today being cast into the mainstream from
beyond the diasporic communities resident in nations
as our own Canada, the UK, the US, Australia, the
Netherlands, and many others.
Perhaps what is lighting the path for Diwali now crossing over into mainstream communities is its most enduring, endearing, and iconic symbol, that tiny clay lamp,
which is the diya.
On the night of Diwali, dozens of diyas are lit in residences, and reverentially placed throughout homes, out in
front yards, and on the streets. It is these rows of lit diyas,
with its tiny flames flickering on a wick dipped into its
reservoir of oil in this earthen lamp, that convey one of
Diwali’s most significant and profound messages.
It is a message that a tiny tributary of light flowing out
from its diya, multiplied millions and millions of times,
can grow into many currents that converge to become a
glowing sea, which in so doing, triumphs over darkness.
And so, as in all cultures that seek to have good conquer
evil, and for light to overcome darkness, the celebration of
Diwali by over a billion people in the world’s population is
now resonating more and more with synchronicity in larger landscapes due to the similarity of its concomitant message of wholesomeness, and its symbolism of cleansing.
There are a few entry points into the Diwali narratives
where good overcomes evil, and which are observed by the
faithful who are seeking upliftment, goodness, and blessings in this auspicious and holy time.
For many, Diwali marks the death of demons like
Narkasur by Lord Krishna; for other millions of faithful,
it is the return of Lord Rama to Ayodhya along a path lit
with diyas, after being exiled, and having overcome the
evil Ravana. Other faithful celebrate the victory of Lord
Vamana defeating Bali.
And for the faithful among us here in the IndoCaribbean community in Canada, and in Guyana and
Trinidad and Tobago, and elsewhere in the world, the night
of Diwali is a time to seek out the Goddess Lakshmi by
performing the Lakshmi puja, and asking the goddess for
blessings of prosperity, happiness, peace, and wealth.
Even as Diwali grows in recognition and stature, and
as its message of hope and goodness roots into new landscapes, it is important to understand that its ancient message continues to flow forward on eternal waters.
As our correspondent, Vidur Dindayal recalls in this
edition how his family celebrated Diwali when he was
a young boy over seven decades ago, “[Then in] British
Guiana [it] was a time for fun and play... Our parents
brought us plenty of sweets. They prepared the diyas... The
best part of Diwali night was helping our parents with the
diyas. They were placed in every room, every doorway, on
every table, on the steps, porch, and pathway outside. We
enjoyed looking at the diyas as they flickered... The whole
house would glow dream-like, with the warm and soft
dancing lights of the diyas, just like candlelight... You felt
warm and really happy inside.”
May the joy, hope, and light of Diwali continue to fill
our lives, as it did in the past, today, and into the future.

water control plan to protect and stabilise the coast – a potential
breadbasket for the region: 1,500-2,000 square miles of prime
farmland, to sustain a varied agriculture – have yet to be holistically tackled, while successive administrations spend huge
amounts on frequent flooding.
Guyana’s needs are many: expanded and cheaper electricity
generation and transmission over long distances;
a fleet of river and coastal vessels, for defence,
Mohan
policing, general transport, travel, fishing, and
Ragbeer recreation, such as Sproston’s had started decades
ago. Venezuela presses its claim on Essequibo.
Some decades ago they invaded Ankoko Island,
but more significantly its people have long intruded along the
Waini, an ancestral waterway, which Guyana is ill-equipped to
stop. Defence needs are costly, but Guyana has neither manpower nor matériel enough to handle it: no aerial, naval or land
defence capability, and worse no unity among races, not even a
presentable token of it.
The building of a new capital city on high ground was
mooted long ago; the rising seas will force some action: debate
has been exhausted. Village and urban development in the
interior, for example, Mabaruma, Mahdia, Kamarang, Lethem,
Rupununi farm and cattle lands; protection of native peoples
and their habitat, general housing, and so on, all need attention.
Many feel that the railway should be restored.
These things should concern Imbert. His late father,
Desmond, an engineer, with whom I shared many a productive session at the UWI, would agree on the need for selfhelp. The need is obvious. Timothy Tucker, President of the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and Industry recently
urged the government to “catch up” on development. Iman
Hill, Executive Director of the International Association of Oil
and Gas Producers, also called for investments in the country’s
“human capital” and infrastructure, while the International
Monetary Fund urged “greater efforts towards addressing institutional weaknesses and the diversification of the economy”.
Charity, Imbert, begins at home. And beneficiaries are not
always grateful! In Europe, as Oslo increases fuel exports to
Europe, recipients charge that Norway’s windfall oil and gas
revenue amounts to “war profiteering”, referring to the closure
of Nordstream, which has given Norway’s sovereign wealth fund
– worth more than $1 trillion – a windfall increase of over $100
billion, $82 billion more than in 2021. Caricom can wait.

Understanding meaning buried in back home talk
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Charity begins at home

n those quiet moments during my now more reflective
years I get around to wondering about how I constantly
found myself in trouble with the grown-ups when I was
young and growing up stupid back home in the colonial days.
Now my nemesis Davey, growing up alongside me in the
homeland, always hurried to our front gate with
breaking news from his family’s kitchen table.
Romeo
With my good self resident behind a front
Kaseram
gate secured with lock and chain, and my curiosity about the world outside developing its still
unquenchable thirst, my presence as a willing
listener made me nothing less than a captive audience of one.
Davey always had a story to relate, which was second-hand,
and subject to authentication for its incredulousness and distortion from the limited world I knew back then.
First-hand, of course, meant the story came from his father.
Now Davey’s father was bit of a wanderer. He was well-known
in our village for being a regular among the establishments that
served the stronger, more aromatic stuff, which he consumed
with his head thrown back, contorted the face, and followed
with a rapid gulp of cold rainwater.
It was here, in these dens of questionable repute, where tales
were concocted, even as flies drowned legs-up in small pools on
the table-tops, and where the narratives were mixed with drinks
to grow into plots even more obscure than the scratched, discoloured surfaces of the tall water glasses.
Now Davey’s recall of these tall tales came from attentively
listening at their kitchen table to his father relating stories to his
mother. And with Davey’s father and his love for drink, drama,
and being dramatic, I knew with certainty that these narratives
were embellished with the finely-tuned skills of a master rumshop raconteur.
Now Davey’s recount by our front gate always ended up being
bad for me when I took it upstairs. It meant receiving shortrations, and an additional lengthy list of chores, such as filling
up an even taller water barrel using two paint cans with eternally repetitive, Sisyphean trips to and from a nearby stand-pipe.
Then there was “rooting-out” weeds from the kitchen garden,
and “sweeping up the yard” using the “cocoyea-broom”, a collection of hundreds of stiff spines from the coconut tree’s leaves
that were shaved, bundled, and tied together at the top with a
strip of cloth or a piece of string.
All of these extra tasks were the consequence of innocently
seeking to establish the authenticity of Davey’s narratives with

my parents, so I could better shape in my imagination the world
that was beyond our padlocked front gates.
It was one that extended no further out than the unending
green sea of sugar canes, with its swaying in the wind a containing tide for our enclosed lives.
For indeed, it was a narrow world back then.
It was time of meagre resources that seemed no
different from that time my parents and their
parents constantly recalled at our kitchen table,
which was the government’s structured, post-war
rationing of sugar, rice, flour, and cooking oil.
To undernourish my blossoming mind, this was a time when
the radio signed on with a crackle at 5 a.m., humming with the
music of the spheres after its tubes warmed up.
I recall the radio signing off in the early evening, with the
sudden radio-silence overtaken by the croaking of toads, and
the call-and-response from frogs that penetrated through the
pitch-black darkness just outside the cocoyea-swept front yard.
It was a time when all the knowledge before us was stored
in the Britannica Encyclopaedia. This was a rescued collection
with missing volumes that sat in Teacher’s living room, and
which was handled with biblical reverence, its pages turned with
agonising slowness.
It was as if turning any faster would cause friction with the
air and so erase the ink on its newsprint-thin, and almost transparent pages.
In one of his second-hand narratives, Davey said through
the squares of the stiff BRC wire on the gate, “My father tell my
mother it have a place where ladies dress up in white clothes
and tie up their heads with white cloth. Then they start to bawl
and cry, and ring a set of bells when they burying dead people.”
I gasped with amazement. Was this place beyond the cane
fields, I wondered.
Said Davey: “I don’t know. My father said this place is a
‘belling-ground’. You have to understand the people English. It
is a “belling-ground” because they ring bells there all the time.”
Unconvinced by Davey’s grasp of English, I put the question
about the bells to my old man by disguising it with a dismissive
laugh. My old man was always wiser than my mother allowed
him to be, and he quickly summed up that bad influences from
rum-shop lore had come knocking at our front gate.
Of course, he also quickly betrayed me by taking his concern
higher up the marital food chain, which meant more chores.
Later, I learned “belling-ground” was a “burial ground”.
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Bowled over on how cricket commentary has lost its edge
Dear Editor,
with our local boy ‘taking the cake’ by a long stretch.
I am incensed and I take great umbrage with cricket comI mean, does ‘toss-spinning’ require a ‘manufactured’ strident
mentary in the Caribbean, and more so, in Guyana. I am very piece of coverage? Cricket has more lull-spots than maybe all
piqued that for quite some time now, the ‘authorities that be’ other on-field sports, yet when this lot are on air, there is a false
seem bent on finding ‘pals’ and ‘past players’ to do the job, when verbal excitement that is not reflected in what is taking place
real, live cricket commentary demands
on the field.
some exceptional skills.
Then there is this ‘lack of flow’ that
As a caveat, I do not know what obtains
makes for the coverage coming over as
with the CPL. It seems as though it is a
‘poor reading’. What was surprising, is that
‘Trini thing’. It also appears as if it is not
one of those guilty of this, in a PR interview,
about cricket, but about ‘fan/funfair.’
made mention that he worked alongside the
Now let me address what really is quite
late Tony Cozier.
upsetting to me.
One of the essentials in cricket coverFirst, there is no Naim Chan, and this
age I mentioned before is that of ‘capturing
boggles the mind. Chan is Guyana’s prethe game’ in real time, and I add with a
mier radio cricket commentator, and he
vividness that allows listeners to ‘image’ the
may even be so at the regional level. His
action.
years of experience, pleasant radio voice,
The constant screaming overuse of hitsimplicity and correctness of language use,
ting a ball ‘high and hard’ is sickening.
and descriptive ability of live play, all comEvery shot in cricket has a name, and so too
bine to make him a natural choice whenthe strokes/shots played, as well as the locaever the job has to be done.
tion to where the ball travels.
Geoff Boycott
Chan is ‘true to the action’ on field, and
Then the ‘would have’ phenomenon,
he paints a picture for his listeners. He does not commentate as popularised by most, if not all of our announcers and parliathough he is obligated to ‘stir excitement’ when there is none, mentarians, has made an indelible mark on local users of the
and there is no ‘urgency to fill blank air’, and thus run into English language. The stupidity of this construction is obvious,
verbosity. These traits, among others, are vital in cricket com- and it leaves me hanging. ‘Would have’ is conditional, and
mentary.
speaks of something that has not occurred, and so an explanaI point employers (NCN in particular) to How to talk Cricket: tion should follow.
On Linguistic Competence in a Subject Matter, by Andrew
Pawley, who asks, “What it takes?” and answers: “[Knowledge]
of English language; excellent verbal communication skills;
special grammatical rules; special prosodic or musical patterns;
and exceptional fluency, that is, fewer than average unplanned
pauses (among other features)”.
Overall, he makes the point that the actual live coverage must
be in congruence to the happenings as they unfold.
What I have been getting of recent (especially from the
Guyanese lot) is shocking. Since my list of complaints will be
endless, I will mention a few ‘established irritations,’ and I do
not mean mere lapsus linguae.
For one, the cacologies are just too frequent and numerous. I
get so fed-up with defectively produced speech, socially abhorrent enunciation, and nonconformist pronunciation.
For example, the number 33 is not “torti-tree”; and the first
syllable of “to-wards” does not rhyme with that of “co-wards”.
Then, “Amazon” is not “Amazone”, and “Warriors” is not a
rhyming partner with “barriers”.
How about the repeated solecism of Guyana ‘is’, and ‘was’,
and ‘has’? When Guyana, as a cricket playing unit, has to be
the subject of the verb, then the corresponding verb agreement
must be ‘are, ‘were,’ and ‘have.’
The team, Guyana, functions as a ‘collective plural,’ where
pronouns for Guyana become, they (subjective), them (objective), and their (possessive).
I can continue to enumerate, but I will now switch to the
‘horror’ listeners are subjected to, and this beats the ‘language
crimes’ I just mentioned.
There seems to be a competition among Andrew Mason,
Danny Morrison, and Inderjeet Persaud regarding who is the
most raucous, strident, tuneless, and unmelodious of the lot,

Yet I hear things like “Hetmyer ‘would have’ played for West
Indies”, and ‘would have’ captained the West Indies Under-19
team, when in fact the man did play and did captain. If he
‘would have’ played, and ‘would have’ captained, then he did
‘not’ play and did ‘not’ captain. It is so dumb to hear that “They
‘would have’ spun the toss and the Warriors ‘would have’ won
and chosen to field. The reality is that the Warriors won the toss
and they have chosen to field.
According to Geoff Boycott, “Too much cricket (is) being
played these days, and too many retired players (are) joining
the fray. From a ‘one commentator’, we moved to two and now
three. And most (are) saying the same thing over and over
again.”
According to Richie Benaud and Jim Laker, (commentators
should) “… say something that helps their (followers) watching
or listening. Try to give the listener or watcher some knowledge
or some idea or view that can enhance their viewing or listening.
Don’t keep stating the obvious, but that’s what they do a lot…
in radio you have to talk more. You have to draw a picture (but)
there’s a lot more talking and babbling on, and if there’s a silence,
you’ve got the director in your ear saying, ‘What’s happened?
Say something’.”
My hope is that commentators will realise that their voice
quality, mode, pace, cricket insights, and use of language in their
presentation, have a great impact on listeners. It can generate
enthusiasm, excitement, or disappointment, anger, frustration,
boredom. Applying all of what I have just written, I hope for
some level of change.
Munesh Dutt, Guyana, via email.

Happy Diwali

CONTINUATION OF THE PROCESSING OF REGISTRATION OF
OVERSEAS BIRTHS
The Consulate General of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana in Toronto, Canada,
wishes to refer to a previous communication dated September 20th, 2022, and is
pleased to advise that the Mission will continue facilitating the Registration of
Overseas Births.
Requirements for this service are as follows:
1. The person requesting to be registered as a Guyanese National must be born
on or after May 26, 1966.
2. At least one (1) parent whose name is recorded on the Statement of Live Birth
or Foreign Birth Certificate must be a Guyanese by birth.
3. Original Birth Certificate (s) and Original Statement of Live Birth if born in
Canada or a Foreign Birth Certificate if born in another country, which will
be retained by the Consulate.
4. Birth Certificates not registered in English, must be accompanied by an
official translation.
5. Original Birth Certificate(s) and Passport(s) of the Guyanese parent(s)
6. Valid photo identification of the applicant.
Fee: $50.00 CND cash, debit or money order made payable to the Consulate General
of Guyana.
The applicant requesting to be registered as a Guyanese National is required
to:
Submit the Completed Registration of Overseas Application Form in person. Minors
are required to be accompanied by their Guyanese parent(s). In cases where the
Guyanese parent(s) are not present, the legal guardian is required to produce a duly
notarized authorization from at least one Guyanese parent.
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Habeeb Alli (right) presents one of his
books to Khalilah Campbell, a regular
volunteer at the One Love Table food
drive & an author
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Overcoming dependency in T&T should start on the election platform
Dear Editor,
It is highly ironic that Trinidad and Tobago’s
PNM administration now seeks to berate citizens for the choices we make in our consumption habits, since it is the politicians themselves
who are directly complicit in shaping those
negative consumer attitudes from the election
platform.
For example, to justify its policy decision
on the fuel subsidy, the government utilises
various administrative platforms to scold the
population for its addiction to what is now
generally considered by the citizens to be a
right to cheap fuel.
The citizens’ attitude towards fuel prices is
the result of years of mental conditioning from
the election platform by politicians seeking
power. This began with Dr Eric Williams, who
sought political currency in the irresponsible
message that cheap fuel is the birthright of
every citizen in an oil-rich nation.
No political party since then has ever stood
on an election platform and taken the responsible position to educate the population that
subsidised fuel disproportionally benefits the

Shamfa Cudjoe
wealthy, leads to poor consumption habits with
little focus on conservation, and comes at an
opportunity cost of investment in other essential services such as healthcare and education.
The responsible message being, vote for us and
we will ensure a more beneficial redistribution
of national income.

Keith Rowley
Rather than vote for us and everything
would be free, you have no responsibility. Therefore, I suggest to Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley, and the Sport and Community
Development Minister Shamfa Cudjoe, that
the better place for the paternal and maternal
scolding is the election platform, since this is

Dear Editor,
The announcement by the Minister of
Finance Colm Imbert that gas prices will be
increased caused an uproar.
According to media reports, it is the sixth
time that the minister has done this – and smiling and laughing while doing it.
Imbert is justifying the increases to the rise
in oil prices. Now this is confusing, as Trinidad
and Tobago is an oil-producing country, so I
do not understand the government’s rationale.
Maybe someone can tell me, as this is baffling, even to people in the energy sector.
This has to be a literal slap in the face of the

people of Trinidad and Tobago.
What the minister failed to tell the nation is
the domino-effect that the raising of gas prices
will have. The increases will cause everything
to go up. Food prices will be the first to be
affected as transportation costs for goods and
services will rise, and the people will feel the
pain. Taxi fares will increase as drivers will
have to pay more at the pump.
So more pain for the people. It has started
already, as a few taxi associations are announcing increased fares.
Our nation has been hit with the new gas
pain; therefore it is time the people speak out.

The Opposition took a stand earlier this year,
and had its supporters at 30 different areas to
demonstrate their freedom of speech under the
Constitution.
So, it is time the nation stands with the
Opposition and tells the government enough
is enough.
The many price increases are hurting people
– from gas to food, even the increase in crime.
What more is to come?
Take a stand, people, and demand that the
government calls an election now.
Brian Baig, Trinidad and Tobago, via
email.

Time for T&T nationals to demand govt call elections

A damaged Demerara Harbour Bridge

Guyana needs New Demerara River Bridge
Dear Editor,
In light of another significant accident
where a marine vessel crashed into the aged
Demerara Harbour Bridge, the Private Sector
Commission expresses grave concern and calls
on all captains and operators of vessels traversing the Demerara River to take maximum precautions to avoid accidents, especially when in
the vicinity of the Demerara Harbour Bridge.
Thousands of Guyanese depend on the
bridge to go about their daily lives, and hundreds of millions of dollars are lost daily when
the bridge is out of commission. Over the past
few weeks, there have been significant damage
sustained to the bridge due to barges hitting the
infrastructure.
We are fearful that the frequency of this
situation can eventually lead to the Harbour
Bridge becoming compromised and out of service for extended periods, causing a national
disaster, especially in the context of the major
developmental projects that are taking place on
both sides of the river.
We are fully aware that increased marine
traffic, because of the oil and gas industry,
exponentially increases the risk of such acci-

dents.
Thus, we implore the government of Guyana
to assiduously pursue the highly anticipated
New Demerara River Bridge.
It is evident that Guyana needs this project
to allow for the passage of larger vessels, which
are required for the proper functioning of the
oil & gas sector, as well as the traditional ones.
We envisage that a modern four-lane solid
state bridge will lead to faster economic growth
and maximum utilisation of resources on both
sides of the river, as there will be 24-hour access
daily, thereby positively impacting private sector business and the lives of the citizenry.
The Commission takes this opportunity to
urge all regulatory agencies to do better. As we
await the findings of the investigation underway, we urge that better systems be put in place
to ensure safer operation of this important
infrastructure.
It is our expectation that the Maritime
Administration Department will take a more
proactive approach in supervision on the
bridge.
Private Sector Commission, Guyana, via
email.
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where the bad behaviour is created.
The fuel subsidy is but one example of the
duplicity of government in its policies driven
by its pernicious strategy of using freeness and
giveaways to create dependency and loyalty to
the party.
The Energy Chamber president summed it
up perfectly when he stated on a post-budget
panel discussion, “The government has painted
itself into a corner with the fuel subsidy.”
The iconic Lee Kuan Yew, former prime
minister of Singapore, described this as, “The
irresponsible auctioning of state resources at
election time.”
Transfers and subsidies now account for a
very large and growing percentage of government expenditure, which comes at an opportunity cost of badly needed resources for development. The key point I am making is that this
irresponsible use of transfers and subsidies for
political gain must stop.
I concur that the genuinely needy or vulnerable in our society must be protected, but the
safety net must effectively target this group.
For example, we must correct a government
policy that allows for a poor motorist to consume (TTD) $50 in subsidised fuel, while his
rich SUV-owning counterpart should consume
$500, which he can well afford.
It is time we begin the process of rolling
back the unsustainable welfare State by ensuring those receiving limited State resources are
genuinely in need of welfare. Certainly, this
also involves having tough conversations with
the citizens, who must be sensitised to the
concept of opportunity cost in that nothing is
truly free.
In my view the most appropriate place for
such a conversation is on the election platform
while seeking power.
Eugene Sylvester, Trinidad and Tobago,
via email.

GUYANA

Contrary to headlines, Guyana’s total public debt rising, not falling

C

ontrary to misleading headlines in the
local press, Guyana’s external as well as
its domestic public debt have been rising and not falling. In fact, the country’s total
public debt is currently at its highest level in the
last decade.
However, the country’s
debt as a percentage of its
sharply rising GDP – resulting from higher oil revenues
– is falling, meaning that
Guyana now has greater
ability to repay its debt – not
that total debt is declining.
The misconception about declining public
debt apparently stems from a September 27
IMF Staff Report on Guyana which noted a
“significant decline in public debt and favourable debt dynamics going forward”.
As Chart 1 indicates, total external public
debt was (US) $1.393 billion at the end of 2021,
up from (US) $1.358 billion in 2012. In 2015,
the country’s external debt reached a low in the
decade of (US) $1.143 billion.
Unlike its external debt level, which has
remained relatively flat, the country’s domes-

tic public debt has increased almost four-fold
between 2012 and 2021, from (G) $93,461.9
million in 2012 to (G) $361,513.4 million at the
end of 2021 (see Chart 2). This, according to
the Bank of Guyana, is largely due to an expansion in the stock of 364-day
treasury bills for budgetary
financing.
Dwarka
The misconception
Lakhan
about falling debt comes
from the fact that the country’s debt to GDP ratio is
falling because of higher
GDP growth, fuelled by rising oil revenues.
Based on a forecast by the IMF, total public debt as a percent of GDP is forecasted to
decline over the next five years, from 42.9
percent in 2021 to 13.5 percent in 2027 (see
Chart 3).
Incidentally, oil’s contribution to real GDP
is expected to grow by 116.1 percent in 2022,
more than double last year’s contribution of
56.9 percent.
The annual percentage change in its contribution to GDP is forecasted at 24.8 percent,
20.9 percent, 27.9 percent, and 25.1 percent,
respectively, for 2023, 2024, 2025,
and 2026, before falling off to three
percent in 2027.
This in turn has resulted in
strong GDP growth, which will
nonetheless slow down by 2027 (see
Table 4).
Therein lies the reason for prudent debt management, regardless
of the country’s current ability to
repay its debt.
In addition, the risk of falling oil

NRF gets most lucrative inflow yet
Georgetown – Over (G) $100 billion flowed
into the Natural Resource Fund in the third
quarter of this year from July to September,
making it the most lucrative period yet for
Guyana’s oil earnings, the Bank of Guyana
reported earlier this week.
According to figures released by the BoG
in its third-quarter report for 2022, Guyana
earned a total of $102.8 billion (US $493.1 million). This includes profit oil of $92.1 billion
(US $442.1 million), and royalties of $10.6 billion (US $51 million).
The increase was attributed by the BoG to the
additional Floating
Production
and
Storage Offloading
vessel, the Liza
Unity, being in
operation in the
Liza Phase Two of
the Stabroek Block.
“These funds
were
deposited
into the Natural
Resource
Fund
Liza
Account held at the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York. As a result
of an additional FPSO being in operation,
more lifts were made and hence, more profit
oil received compared to previous quarters,”
the BoG said.
As was noted, since oil production began in
2019, there have been 16 lifts of profit oil that
have brought in $269.3 billion (US $1.2 billion) in profit oil revenue and $31.9 billion (US
$153.1 million) in royalty payments.
“Over the quarter the Federal Reserve
increased its target range for the federal funds
rate twice, moving it from 1.5 percent-1.75
percent to 2.25 percent-2.5 percent, and then
again to 3 percent-3.25 percent,” the BoG
noted.
It added, “As a result of these increases, which caused interest rates on overnight
deposits to rise significantly, and a higher
account balance, the fund continued to earn a
higher level of interest income on its overnight
deposits than previous quarters.”

According to the report, the fund earned
$995.7 million (US $4.7 million) in interest
income over the quarter, compared to the $266
million (US $1.2 million) it had earned in the
previous quarter.
The NRF currently has in place a Board, as
well as the Public Accountability and Oversight
Committee, and the Investment Committee,
which have been appointed by President Dr
Irfaan Ali in accordance with the law.
The NRF Board is chaired by Major
General (Retired) Joe Singh. Other members
are Guyana’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations,
Carolyn RodriguesBirkett; former MP
for the People’s
National Congress
Reform, Dunstan
Barrow; longstanding executive of
the Private Sector
Commission,
Ramesh Dookhoo;
and
former
Unity
CDB
President,
Professor Compton Bourne. These appointees
will serve for a period of two years.
Meanwhile, the Public Accountability and
Oversight Committee is chaired by former
Commissioner General of the Guyana Revenue
Authority, Clement Sealey.
The other six members are Wendell Jeffrey,
Abu Zaman, Ryan Alexander, Dawn Gardener,
Teni Housty, and Aslim Singh.
The Investment Committee is chaired
by Shaleeza Shaw, with members Michael
Monroe, and Richard Rambarran.
The Stabroek Block is 6.6 million acres
(26,800 square kilometres). Exxon, through its
local affiliate Esso Exploration and Production
Guyana Ltd, is the operator, and holds 45 percent interest in the block.
Hess Guyana Exploration Ltd holds 30
percent interest, and CNOOC Petroleum
Guyana Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary
of CNOOC Limited, holds the remaining 25
percent interest.
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prices could also have a negative
impact on GDP growth.
Looking ahead, Guyana’s
debt management objective is to
ensure that the country’s financing needs, and its payment obligations are met at the lowest possible cost over the medium and
long terms.
Among the risks involved are
rising interest rates, especially
for short term renewable debt,
and fluctuating exchange rates
for debt in various foreign currencies.
External debt, according to the
IMF, accounts for over 40 percent
of total public sector debt, mostly
to multilateral institutions.
Multilateral creditors accounted for over 65 percent of total
external debt in 2021.
The IDB is the largest multilateral creditor, accounting for 46.1
percent of total external debt at
end-2021.
China’s state-owned ExportImport Bank is the largest bilateral creditor, comprising 17.3
percent of total external debt at
end-2021. Eurobond holders are
the only private (commercial)
creditors.
Domestic debt comprises
mainly of Treasury bills and borrowing from the central bank.
•••
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA,
FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine

Your Practice, is available on Amazon, and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
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Diwali’s message of hope, unity

President Ali with nationals at the National Diya Light-up earlier this week

Ali at National Diya Light-up: Peace & unity key to sustaining a nation
Georgetown – The eternal values of peace and unity are key
components required to sustain a nation, Guyana’s President Dr
Irfaan Ali said earlier this week.
Ali was speaking at the National Diya Light-up on the
evening of October 16, which was hosted by the Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh/Hindus for Selfless Service at Rahaman’s
Park in Greater Georgetown.
Ali’s message was inspired by the words spoken earlier by the
leader of Hindus for Selfless Service, Ravi Dev, who had stressed
that not just one group, but a collective effort from all Guyanese
is needed to bring “goodness” in society. It was only in so doing
that Guyana can reach its full potential.
As Dev noted, this is one of the most important lessons that
Dharma teaches. He also noted that Dharma is the religious and
moral law governing individual conduct in Hinduism.
Said Dev: “Dharma is that which upholds, and that which
sustains… So, whatever you’re talking about, yourself, your life
– if you’re talking about your village, if you’re talking about your
community, if you’re talking about this nation, if you’re talking
about the world – it’s very easy to say what should you do if you
follow Dharma, which is, ask if your action, will it uphold society, will it uphold our nation, will it sustain our nation?”
He added, “If the answer is yes, do it; and if the answer is no,
then abjure from your practice.”
Speaking to Dev’s discourse, Ali noted that “upholding and
sustaining” were critical to every aspect of national and global,
life.
If there is nothing to uphold, then there will be nothing to
sustain, he said.

Ali said there were observances that had to be followed as
Guyana celebrates Diwali.
“We must uphold peace. We must uphold the rule of law.
We must uphold our devotion. We must uphold our love for
humanity. We must uphold our values and principles that allow
us to demonstrate our love for humanity,” he said.
Additionally, “We must uphold standing up for justice. We
must uphold doing what is right in a global environment, where
what is wrong is so easy to succumb to.”
He also noted that a unified Guyana – One Guyana – cannot
be sustained if nationals do not uphold the values that make
them Guyanese, or collectively uphold the ability to stand up for
the truth, or represent what is right, and reject what is wrong.
Also, Ali declared that Guyana cannot be sustained in a unified way if its people do not uphold the Constitution and the
rule of law.
“What are we trying to sustain and uphold? We’re trying
to uphold and sustain a society that is wedded in peace, that
presents hope to its people, and that brings dignity to life that
you live within that society. And this is exactly what Diwali
symbolises,” he declared.
Said Ali: “It is the removal of darkness and introduction of
hope. It is the removal of indignity, and bringing dignity into
every aspect of our life, and what we do, and in the creation of
hope and dignity, the end product is achieving a peaceful society, a peaceful home, a peaceful inner being.”
Also, Ali said, “If we are not at peace, we cannot show peace.
If the environment in which we live in does not project peace,
then we cannot demonstrate peace.”

From Page 1
culture and diversity, the Consulate highlighted the message
by His Excellency Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of the
Co-operative Republic of Guyana at the lighting of the “national
diya”, which took place in Georgetown on October 16, 2022.
As Ali stated, “[We] cannot sustain a unified Guyana, a one
Guyana if we don’t uphold the values that make us Guyanese”.
And as the Consulate added, “In this light, it is imperative
that we use this occasion to be inspired to work in the best interest of all humanity, and to develop and build stronger bonds of
friendship, peace, love, and harmony.”
And in her Diwali message to the community, Tracey
Ramsubagh-Mannette, Acting Consul General of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago, noted the ubiquity of the celebration,
saying it was “a special time for Hindus in Trinidad and Tobago,
in Canada, and across the globe”.
She also noted it was a celebration “where families, friends
and communities come together to mark the victory of Lord
Rama over the evil demon king Ravan and his triumphant
return alongside his wife Sita to... Ayodyha after 14 years of
exile.”
Additionally, “And what a spectacular welcome it was, with
villagers lighting thousands of oil lamps to illuminate their path
and guide them home on a moonless night!”
As Ramsubagh-Mannette noted, many nationals from
Trinidad and Tobago, “and those with Trinbagonian roots,
regardless of religious affiliation, have positive associations”
with the festival of lights, “if not for the unmatched beauty and
warm glow of diyas adorning driveways and elaborate bamboo
frames across the country, then definitely for the traditional
food and delicious sweets that are shared so freely with family,
friends, and neighbours.”
Ramsubagh-Mannette also noted that, “Hindus and nonHindus alike feel connected to the universal message and imagery of [Diwali], which extol the virtues of faith and courage, and
bring us all hope and reassurance that, come what may, light
will always dispel darkness, and good will ultimately triumph
over ill-will.”
Said Ramsubagh-Mannette: “As we light our diyas and earthen lamps as the light fades on the evening of October 24… may
we all remember to also light our spiritual lamps so that they
might shine brightly in the face of fear, ignorance, and despair.
May the spirit of [Diwali] fill your hearts and homes.”

NormaN Sue Bakery Ltd
Family Owned & Operated

Diwali Greetings
to the Hindu Community
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VCC award recognises Persaud, Rajkumar
Toronto – The two recipients of this year’s Vedic Cultural
Centre awards have been recognised for outstanding achievements, and for contribution and service to the community.
Also, both recipients copping this prestigious recognition was in
keeping with the further objectives of the awards, which are to
encourage outstanding individuals to continue their good work,
to be identified and valorised as
role models for the youth, and to
foster community cohesion.
This year’s recipients of the
VCC award were Dr Harry
Persaud and Cliff Rajkumar. They
were recognised on October 1
during a ceremony at the VCC in
Markham.
The event was attended by a
wide cross-section of the community, and among the guests
were past award recipients, and
the Mayor of Markham, Frank
Scarpitti.
Both Persaud and Rajkumar
came from humble beginnings,
and migrated to Canada from
Guyana in the 1970s. As was
noted during their introductions,
it was their hard work, dedication, and a strong will to succeed that led to them becoming
deserving VCC award recipients.
Among Persaud’s many
accomplishments was completion of his PhD in anthropology;
he was also awarded a scholastic
distinction for his dissertation.
He has also published two books
Harry Persaud (left)
of poetry, and is now working
on a major text, Empire Without Conquest – Tracking Indian
Civilisation In South East Asia.
Persaud is also a fourth degree black belt, Okinawan Karate
Do, Black Belt Kyusho Jitsu, dojo owner, and a certified teacher
of the Matsubayashi style of karate. In 2001 he started conduct-

ing karate classes at the VCC, which continue today with leadership from his students.
Now retired and resident in Peterborough, Persaud continues
to research, write, and practice the martial arts.
Rajkumar pursued studies in accounting and finance, and
after holding several senior positions in multinational corporations, was appointed Executive
Vice President of Deutsche Bank
with international responsibilities.
In 2003, when Deutsche Bank
sold its commercial financial
division to GE Capital, Rajkumar
oversaw the staffing, facilities,
and business processes for the
restructuring and realignment of
the acquisition.
He retired from GE in 2004,
and became a consultant for
Textron Financial Services.
Although functionally retired, he
still participates in private funding and capital investments with
selected friends and associates.
Rajkumar is also a writer and
poet, and is an active commentator on world affairs.
Also present at the award ceremony were the wives of both
recipients. Persaud expressed
gratitude to wife, Shawn Marie
Gallant; they have two sons,
Narayan Rene Persaud, and Troy
Vishnu Persaud. Rajkumar also
thanked his wife Bhano for her
support; they have two sons –
with Cliff Rajkumar
one has passed away, while Dev
Rajkumar is a celebrity chef in Toronto.
The award recipients were introduced by Adit Kumar and
VCC past awardee, Ken Singh; emcees for the event were Anand
Rupnarain, and Vic Singh, President of Toronto Arya Samaj.
With files by Adit Kumar

Toronto’s Guyana Consulate collaborated with Global
Care for its TCS Toronto Waterfront Marathon fundraiser; in photo is Vice-Consul Osafo Scott

Global Care takes it to the finish line

Toronto – In what was a marathon effort in administration,
and tremendous legwork done by a dedicated team of volunteers, Global Care Outreach and Vishnu Mandir pulled it off
over the weekend by taking its call to the diaspora for a more
active lifestyle, along with its fundraiser, to the finish line.
“We want folks to know we completed the marathon,” one of
the organisers, Roy Doobay, told Indo-Caribbean World.
At the same time, Doobay also wanted “the folks to know that
is isn’t over just yet”.
As he noted, donations are still being accepted, and will
continue until November 14 for the participants in the TCS
Toronto Waterfront Marathon.
The funds are being raised to support the ongoing humanitarian work being done by Global Care and the Vishnu Mandir
for the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic in Guyana.
As Doobay noted, feedback from the event has been so
positive that already the energy is being felt as participants look
forward to next year’s run.
“It has just been exhilarating,” he said.
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Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley

Mottley reveals new 4-year financial plan
Bridgetown – A new four-year financial
plan was announced in the House of Assembly
last week by Bardados Prime Minister Mia
Mottley.
As The Nation reported, the Barbados
Economic Recovery and Transformation Plan
2022: Fiscal Year 2022/23-Fiscal Year 2026/27
is the successor to the Barbados Economic
Recovery and Transformation Plan 2018.
Its focus is on achieving inclusive and sustainable growth, while also maintaining fiscal
and debt sustainability.
As The Nation reported, Mottley discussed
the difficulties keeping the Barbadian economy
afloat, which meant the initial BERT programme was needed.
Said Mottley: “We assumed office as a
government against difficult circumstances.
Barbados was the third most indebted country
in terms of Debt to [GDP] per capita. Only
Japan and Greece had worse metrics than we
did. We had a combination of factors that literally sucked the oxygen, and was threatening to
debilitate the patient completely.”
Mottley added, “I refer to high debt… high
persistent fiscal deficit, which went as high as
ten to 11 percent at one point. We also reached
a situation where our reserves were effectively
down to four or five weeks. The growth of our
Barbados economy was effectively on pause
since 2008, and it continues to be, regrettably,
because of the measures we had to take and
also the circumstances we face.”
Mottley is also the Minister of Finance,
Economic Affairs, and Investment.
She added that the aim of BERT 2022 was
to keep the positives that were achieved under
the previous BERT programme, and to forge
ahead on the proposed reforms, which had to

be delayed because of the impact of the Covid19 pandemic.
Said Mottley: “We have set ourselves the target that as we move to become world class by
2030, we minimise the level of poverty in this
country to as close to zero as possible. [BERT
2022] builds on what we have achieved in the
one of 2018. We set ourselves the target of debt
and fiscal sustainability.”
She added, “Stop the bleeding! We used to
say that all the time. We set ourselves that target; we’ve largely achieved it. We are not quite
out of the woods, but in order to get out of the
woods, we have to work on the other things
that trigger growth, that would have inclusive
growth. Everything we have done as a government speaks to carrying along our people.”
Mottley said there were eight pillars under
the BERT 2022 plan that would lead to the
growth objective: incentivising the green transition and building climate resilient infrastructure; incentivising low and middle income
housing; investing in skills training and education; and preserving financial stability and
mobilising domestic savings for local investment.
There were also making the government
an enabler to improving productivity, boosting competitiveness and exports, and enhancing service excellence; establishing Barbados
as a logistics hub; promoting diversification
through new niche economic activities centred
around a new, high-skilled, knowledge-based
economy that is more technologically advanced
and carbon neutral and marine-conscious; and
adopting open labour market policies to support stronger, resilient growth together with
expanding the population base and improving
productivity and competitiveness.

Kingston – Jamaica will have to “work
harder” to rebuild the trust of international
merchants that have discontinued online transactions with local customers, the government’s
de facto Information Minister
Robert Morgan said last week.
As The Gleaner reported,
Morgan’s comment followed
growing complaints about local
buyers being unable to make
online purchases as several
businesses have blocked sales
in an attempt to clamp down on
fraudulent transactions.
“Jamaicans need to understand that the actions of some
of our countrymen will have
Robert
impacts on our personal lives…
Persons are not able to pay using their credit
cards with particular merchants,” Morgan said.
He added, “I think as a society we have to
work harder to rebuild the trust that people
have for us by not promoting, endorsing, or
engaging in particular activities that may cause
other countries and jurisdictions to start look-

ing at us in a particular way.”
According to Morgan, discussions are
continuing about the challenges surrounding correspondent banking, relisting, and
what Jamaica can do through
Caricom to address the issues.
Caricom is expected to lead
discussions to “normalise” the
region's international banking relationships following the
establishment of a committee.
However, last December, the
Caricom secretariat conceded
that there is little advocacy it
can muscle to push member
states off a European Union
anti-money laundering blackMorgan
list. At the same time, it also
criticised developed countries for constantly
shifting international benchmarks.
Several Caricom countries, including
Jamaica, The Bahamas, and Barbados, were
blacklisted in 2020 by the EU, with these
nations accused of being too soft on money
laundering.

Jamaicans feeling pain from online fraud
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in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
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“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.
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describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
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BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT

Chris Campbell

Sean Fraser

Mark Lewis

Monte McNaughton

CDCO focuses on equity, diversity, & inclusion in building labour foundation
By Romeo Kaseram
ment to its membership, emphasising that tenToronto – Data published late last month by
ure as a carpenter was more than just a job; that
the Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
is was also a career.
have indicated that rising employment demand
Consequently, Lewis maintained, “The
in the trades continues to present an escalating
CDCO is proud to represent our members and
need for thousands of new workers by 2027.
fight for the fair wages, benefits, job security, and
This rising demand for new employees is a
mobility to make that possible, but we also fight
consequence of the retirement of approximately
for equity, diversity, and inclusivity at work and
155,000 workers, or 13 percent of the current
in the broader community.”
labour force, in the next five years. The figures
Two years ago the CDCO made a proactive
were cited by the CDCO in its latest publicaand directional move with the appointment
tion, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion at the
of Chris Campbell as its Director of Equity,
Carpenters’ Union.
Diversity and Inclusion. Among Campbell’s
The publication also noted that the number
roles are to promote and market diversity in the
of new entrants to the industry would be insuftrades; educate the membership; work with conficient to fill the gaps left behind by the ongoing
struction employees to ensure a safe workplace
exodus of thousands of skilled workers who are
for all employees; and to address complaints
retiring from the trades.
about discrimination and racism on jobsites.
Said the CDCO: “This means that across
As Campbell stated, “The CDCO is commitYoung union members outside Portland Commons on Front Street, Toronto
Canada, the construction labour force needs to
ted in its fight to eliminate all forms of racism
add almost 30,000 workers over the next five years.”
and discrimination that have systemically plagued the construcquarter of 2021.
Additionally, it noted, “With Ontario’s infrastructure investAlso earlier this month, the government in Ottawa made tion industry… We advocate for safe working conditions for our
ment showing no signs of slowing down, our industry has an strategic moves via immigration to fortify the national labour members on all of our jobsites. The physical and mental health
abundance of work, and is actively looking to fill-in the gaps. force in light of what it described as employers “facing unprec- of our membership is of the utmost importance…”
For new members, this means increased job security and the edented challenges in finding and retaining the workers they
The CDCO is composed of 17 affiliated Local Unions of
opportunity to work anywhere in the province.”
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America
need during this period of economic recovery and growth”.
The CDCO’s concern over the growing employment demand,
In what Ottawa described as “concrete actions to address cur- across Ontario, and represents over 30,000 women and men
and the need for more hands on construction decks, are in sync rent labour needs”, on October 7 the Minister of Immigration, working in a wide range of skilled trades that include carpentry,
with similar findings, and the proactive responses by the gov- Refugees and Citizenship, Sean Fraser, announced the tempo- drywall, resilient flooring, concrete formwork, welding, scafernments in Ottawa and Ontario that are now underway to rary lifting of the 20-hour-per-week cap on the number of hours folding, and other construction-related work.
address the labour shortage.
It also represents many industrial workers, and thousands of
that eligible post-secondary students were allowed to work offAs was reported on October 6, the Ontario government said campus while attending classes during the semester.
highly skilled employees in Ontario’s health care sector. And as
it was investing $3.7 million to assist up to 2,500 workers start,
“With the economy growing at a faster rate than employers the CDCO has noted, there are few construction-related jobs
or advance, in construction industry careers.
can hire new workers, Canada needs to look at every option outside the scope of the Carpenters’ Union given its up-to-date
As the government noted, this decade alone will see Ontario so that we have the skills and workforce needed to fuel our apprenticeship and training programs.
needing 100,000 more construction workers to help deliver the growth,” said Fraser.
Its training centre, the College of Carpenters and Allied
province’s ambitious infrastructure plans, which include 1.5
He added, “Immigration will be crucial to addressing our Trades, is located in Woodbridge, Ontario. A jointly trusted
million homes by 2031.
labour shortage. By allowing international students to work union-employer construction skills school, it was established
“Construction workers are heroes who keep our prov- more while they study, we can help ease pressing needs in 1986 to serve the recruitment and educational needs of
ince running by building
Carpenters’s Local 27 memin many sectors across the country,
the roads, hospitals, homes,
bers and their employers.
while providing more opportunities for
and schools that we rely
CCAT offers an extensive
international students to gain valuable
on every day. With billions
variety of carpentry tradesCanadian work experience and conof dollars in infrastructure
related pre-apprenticeship,
tinue contributing to our short-term
investments on the horizon,
apprenticeship, health and
recovery and long-term prosperity.”
we need all hands on deck
safety, and continuing eduOttawa’s focus on immigration to
to get the job done. Our
cation courses to thousands
bolster the national labour force is key
government will continue to
of students.
among the moving parts that interconinvest in programs that ease
Also, two state-of-the
nect with the CDCO’s ongoing memlabour shortages and give
art facilities in Ontario, the
bership thrust to locate, train, and put
workers the tools to earn
Interior Finishing Systems
newly-hired boots solidly on construcbigger paycheques for themTraining Centre, offer one
tion foundations as it addresses the
selves and their families,”
of Canada’s most compreattrition in the trades due to retiresaid Monte McNaughton,
hensive training programs.
ments, and the escalating need for new
Minister
of
Labour,
These programs transition
hires in this time of economic recovery
Immigration, Training and
apprentices into successful
and growth.
Skills Development.
journey persons in the field
The CDCO remains committed to
According to data from
of the finishing trades.
equity, diversity, and inclusion in its
the government of Ontario,
As the CDCO’s booklet
membership, its Chief of Staff, Mark
the province is facing
highlighted, in the wake of
Lewis, stated in its publication last
increasing labour shortages, with over 360,000 jobs unfilled.
month. As he said, the CDCO’s “mission is to provide fair wages, burgeoning opportunities now available in the skilled trades,
Similar to the CDCO’s finding, the government’s data also benefits, and working conditions to all our members”.
it means that new union members have “increased job security
suggest there is a growing need to replace retiring workers,
Additionally, Lewis also reiterated the CDCO’s credo, stat- and the opportunity to work anywhere in the province”.
which it added is elevated in the skilled trades. As the govern- ing, “Creating a culture of inclusivity and respect is important
Additionally, “After completing your apprenticeship, you can
ment also indicated, it was found in 2016 that nearly one in to us because, as carpenters, we are community-builders. This choose to work in any one, some, or all of the subspecialties
three people in Ontario with trades’ certificates were aged 55 isn’t limited to the physical infrastructure you see being con- which comprise our trades, including trim, formwork, or scafyears or older.
structed across Ontario. We believe that the true foundations of folding for example. You can put your abilities to the test buildAnd according to more statistical data from the government, our communities are built through providing opportunities to ing schools, hospitals, government buildings, homes, transit
Ontario’s construction sector had 28,360 jobs waiting to be filled people from all walks of life.”
infrastructure, skyscrapers, or any other type of project you’re
in the second quarter of 2022, up from 20,895 in the second
He also reiterated the CDCO’s holistic, long-term commit- interested in.”
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DIASPORA: SURINAME & NEW YORK

President Santhoki updates NY diaspora on govt’s gains in Suriname
and complex financial crisis”. There were millions of dollars outBy Dhanpaul Narine
eveloping countries ignore the diaspora at their peril. standing, and creditors were knocking on the door. The adminMany leaders meet with the diaspora and bring nation- istration had to make Suriname trustworthy and solvent again.
The idea was to control the debt crisis, and due to prudent
als up to date with matters of national development.
There is no doubt that India, Mexico, and Jamaica are countries management, Suriname has its financial crisis “fully under conthat have robust diaspora policies in which the population trol”. It has reached a settlement with the financial institutions
abroad are seen as an extension of
about debt restructuring. The condinational policy at home.
tions were reasonable and acceptable
The diaspora is not only about
for the people of Suriname.
remittances. It sells the image of the
Also, Santokhi said that the Covidhome country. It invests, transfers
19 situation is under control, and that
technology, and brings innovation.
his government is monitoring the
Smart policies can remove tedious regtrends.
As far as climate change is conulations, and lead to growth at home.
But perhaps the greatest long-term
cerned, people are leaving the interior
investment is in the energy that young
due to rising water levels. When they
people can bring to development.
leave, they will find themselves in the
India has a policy in which young
city, villages, or other urban areas.
people are encouraged to visit the
There has been remedial action.
homeland, and acquaint themselves
People are planting mangroves to stem
with the country. Guyana, and other
the impact of the rising seas. According
countries, can implement such a
to Santokhi, “the Secretary-General of
policy as well. There are hundreds
the United Nations visited Suriname,
of young people of Guyanese backand he was amazed at how Suriname is
ground who are willing to help. The President Santokhi (left) with Dhanpaul losing lands and the steps we are taking
government of Guyana can formulate a ‘Young Guyana’ program to fight off climate change”.
People have moved to higher lands, but for the system to
that takes young people on visits to Guyana to acquaint themselves with the country of their parents. It will pay dividends in work, there has to be an all-round strategy to improve living
conditions, such as health facilities, education, road, water supthe long term.
Suriname is the latest country to appreciate the impor- ply, and security.
Suriname would do everything to preserve its forests in a
tant role the diaspora can play in its development. President
Chandrikapersad Santokhi was in Queens in late September to sustainable manner. It is one of the few countries that is carbon
negative, but it needs international support to keep it that way.
address New Yorkers on the situation in Suriname.
Santokhi explained that his visit to the IMF was to get help
Said Santokhi: “Suriname has one million people and 600,000
of them live in Suriname and 400,000 live abroad. It is our for a total recovery plan for Suriname, “not for now, but also for
responsibility to bring the diaspora up-to-date, and involve them the next generation”.
He added, “The debt structure plan will be good until 2035,
on what is happening in Suriname.”
After nearly three years of governing the country, Santokhi is when we will finish paying the final part of our debt.”
But he was careful to point out that the impact at the microaware that people want to know about the achievements of his
government and the way forward. He said that a great deal of level has not been sufficient to bring about the change that one
information is on social media on Suriname, but it is not always would expect. There is still lot of work to do to make a real difaccurate.
ference. That is why international cooperation is important to
He pointed out that when his administration took over, protect the people.
Suriname was riddled with debt. He inherited a “complicated
Santokhi said that Suriname is facing a new reality and new

challenges. His message to the IMF was that the country needed
to redesign the debt program.
“We need to have more flexibility in the timeline for the targets, and the conditions for repayment,” he said.
He also noted that he has the support of the IMF, and that his
technical staff has started to work out the details to reflect the
flexibility needed. This would give his government more room
to breathe.
Santokhi said he met with US Vice-President Kamala Harris
and matters of food security were discussed. There was a meeting with Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, about relations
between Suriname and the US, and how the cooperation could
be extended. The OAS meeting touched on human rights, the
rule of law, and Haiti. Santokhi discussed the role of education,
and said that in today’s world, education policy cannot be business as usual. He said that new approaches were needed.
In Suriname and Guyana, with the discoveries of oil and gas,
governments would do well to invest in young people and get
them into technology, oil and gas, agriculture for food security,
and tourism, among others. Education is instrumental for development, he said.
Santokhi thanked the people of New York for their support.
He stated that he began his campaign in New York. He formed a
coalition, but it is a coalition with challenges. One must be prepared to express leadership, and to make sacrifices in the interest
of the nation, he said.
He was pleased that in two years his government has been
able to turn things around, from a minus eight percent economic
growth to a positive growth of nearly two percent. The social
safety net program provides relief in gas, electricity, and food.
Santokhi appealed to the international community to invest
in Suriname. He affirmed that the diaspora can help to provide
support to the country. He said that he would “compose a team
comprising dedicated persons of different sectors to explore
opportunities to take action to further develop Suriname. It
would involve locals and the diaspora, and others”.
Santokhi is sincere and passionate about the welfare of
Suriname. He wants to see an increase in levels of living. He has
a good team, and he needs support to bring about constructive
changes.
Anand Jagessar, Suriname’s Honorary Consul to New York,
and his team, arranged a splendid function for the President. It
was evident with the good turn-out and the high level of interaction.

By Dhanpaul Narine
bigail Adams said to her husband John, “Remember
the ladies”. She was making a case for women’s rights to
be included in the Constitution of the US. A series of
correspondence took place between the two of them regarding
women’s rights.
John Adams was the President of the US at the time,
and he did not appear too comfortable with the
idea of incorporating these rights, hence the
letters from Abigail. The result was that the
Constitution was ratified in 1776, and not a
mention was made about women.
In 2012 the White House in a release said,
“While we have made great strides toward
equality, we cannot rest until our mothers, sisters and daughters assume their rightful place
as full participants in a secure, prosperous and
just society.”
This is part of the Presidential Proclamation
that was released by the White House to mark
Women’s History Month 2012. Each year, the
month of March has been set aside to observe
Women’s History Month.
These days women are holding up more than
Ab
i g a il
half the sky. They have become the heart and soul of
many societies.
They have invested in the vision of their communities and
have spent countless hours caring for their families and instilling
in them the virtues of love and sharing.
In many societies women are taken for granted. They are
seen as an unnecessary appendage of the system. But in practical
terms a woman’s role is indispensable. Women are in the forefront of wars while tending to their families. In some societies
they become breadwinners, and assume the role as ‘fathers’ when
males abandon their families. There is a saying that women go
to bed last and wake up first, and in between her work is never
done.
The actor George Clooney was arrested in Washington for
protesting human rights abuses in the Sudan. This country
gained international notoriety when it was reported that the ‘janjaweed’ militia were carrying out outright abuses against women
in the Darfur region. The life of a woman then is not easy or

was severely restricted.
It is interesting to note that the White House Proclamation
of 2012 stated that the US would work to help other countries
achieve improvements in women’s affairs. This is good news.
There is no area in the world today in which women’s rights are
more flagrantly abused than in developing countries. The statistics are horrifying.
According to the United Nations, “Women are still the poorest of the world’s poor representing 70 percent of the 1.3 billion
people who live in absolute poverty.”
The World Bank paints an even starker picture. It says,
“Women work two-thirds of the world’s working hours, produce
half of the world’s food, and yet earn only ten percent of the
world’s income and own less than one percent of the world’s
property.”
Women’s role in the development of the Third World has long
been overlooked. It took the pioneering work of Ester Boserup
and others to bring to the attention of policymakers the invaluable contribution that women make to economic development.
In looking at the sociology of housework one finds that it is
difficult to quantify ‘women’s work.’ Putting a monetary value on
childcare, or tending the kitchen garden will probably run into
the millions for each household. There are women that work
in the informal sector and their contribution too is regarded as
‘invisible’.
A discussion of poverty in developing countries would show
that millions of women live in extreme poverty, a phenomenon
that is growing.
As far as statistics are concerned women comprise 70 percent
of the 1.3 billion people that live in absolute poverty. When this
is translated in real terms, we find that about 900 million women
have incomes of less than $1 a day. In these dire circumstances
women are expected to provide for their families and to nurture
and to care for them.
The hardships facing women are not only confined to the
areas of employment. It starts with education, and here women
find themselves at a disadvantage too. There are over 125 million
children that do not attend school, and another 150 million that
drop out of school before they can read or write.
Clearly, policies need to be implemented to bring women
into the mainstream so they can assume their rightful place in
society.
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Heart & soul of today’s societies, women hold up more than half the sky
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straightforward as many would like to believe. When we look at
history we find that opinions were firmly against the participation of women in the mainstream of society.
Women have traditionally been regarded as being inferior to
men. Their career opportunities and legal rights were severely
restricted as a result. It was a woman, Pandora, in Greek mythology, that opened the forbidden box and this resulted in a
plague on mankind.
The Christian Church in the fourth century
described women as a “sting of the serpent”.
Thomas Aquinas wrote in the 13th century that
the role of women was unique. It was primarily
for the purpose of conception.
In Eastern religions women were expected
to walk several steps behind their husbands,
literally. They could not own property, and
widows were not allowed to remarry. There
is still the preference for male over female
children in both East and Western societies.
In a good many countries female infanticide
is common as is genital mutilation, and steps
are urgently needed to address these problems.
The first women’s conference of import in the
US took place in 1848 in Seneca Falls. There were
m s a number of topics on the agenda, and they included
A da
property rights, divorce, access to higher education, equal
pay, and legislation to protect women workers. Many of these
have still not been achieved to this day.
One of the big campaigns of the 19th century was the right
of women to vote. In many instances suffragettes were seen
as humbugs, and were either shouted down or were expelled
from political meetings. Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cody
Stanton faced the wrath of many men who opposed the idea that
women should vote.
The 19th Amendment could not have come at a better time
for women. It gave women the right to vote in the US, but it
should be pointed out that 30 years before the Amendment, the
State of Wyoming had given women full voting rights.
While suffrage marked a new day in gender relations, it could
not mask the severe problems that existed. For instance, there
was still discrimination against women at the place of employment, and their access to welfare, housing and other entitlements
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Celebrating Diwali 75 years ago: ‘You felt warm & happy inside’
By Vidur Dindayal
learnt about Diwali from our late father Pandit Petambar
Dindayal of Rosignol, Berbice, Guyana. He believed in
living a life of warmth, love, and seeking knowledge. He
believed that knowledge brings light, joy, harmony, and goodness to our life, and surroundings wherever we are.
Diwali for us children over 75 years ago in the then British
Guiana was a time for fun and play. We bathed and changed
into clean clothes. Our parents brought us plenty of sweets.
They prepared the diyas – lots of flickering lights each on a
cotton wick sitting in oil or ghee in a tiny bowl made from clay
or dough.
The best part of Diwali night
was helping our parents with the
diyas. They were placed in every
room, every doorway, on every
table, on the steps, porch, and
pathway outside. We enjoyed
looking at the diyas as they
flicker. Other lights would be
put out. The whole house would
glow dream-like, with the warm
and soft dancing lights of the
diyas, just like candlelight.
You felt warm and really happy inside. It is now even
Vidur Dindayal
more exciting with fireworks and
colourful fairy lights lighting up whole buildings and streets.
Diwali celebrates Light over Darkness, Knowledge over
Ignorance, and the triumph of Good over Evil. Diwali or Deepawali means ‘Cluster of Lights’. Diwali is celebrated on the last
day of the dark half of the lunar month of Kartik in the Hindu
calendar.
Diwali, like Christmas is a time for special thanksgiving
prayers, for the family get together, for exchanging good wishes
with all, with friends and relatives, near and dear ones.
Diwali marks the beginning of a new year. It is a time to start
afresh pitting aside ill-will, a time for generosity, for renewing
our pledges for the new year. Business people open new accounts, placing a coin in their new account books.
Divine Mother Lakshmi is worshipped at Diwali. The holy

I
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he fiery red and orange glow of twilight at the horizon
flowed onto the calm ocean like a carpet that ended at
Desmond’s feet, hanging over the edge of the dock. The
temptation to step onto its alluring magnificence toward the
gateway to paradise.
A backward glance at the approaching night intensified his
desire to escape toward the evening splendour, away from the
gruesome nightmares.
Desmond felt a lump in his throat when his gaze shifted to
the rented cottage where his wife Marinera prepared supper.
Six-year-old Cillia laid the small dining table with food her
mom gave her in the kitchen. Two-year-old Trevor sat at
the table in his highchair. Cillia stopped now and then to
entertain him with tickling kisses on his tummy. The toddler’s
contagious giggles amused Desmond’s family and rolled a
smiling tear down his
cheek.
The nightly dreams
of frightening spirits
terrorising Desmond
started several weeks
before. The sinister
demons taunted him with
frontal verbal assaults,
while their master, the
angel of death, stalked him
from behind.
Instead of giving
him peaceful rest,
slumber became a
worrisome journey into
an underworld that submerged Desmond into an abyss of
torment.
When insomnia-infused memory lapses disrupted his
daily routine at work, his boss suggested time off for his most
dedicated employee, who always opted for salary instead of
vacations.
Desmond’s recommendation of a week away at a cottage
was met with enthusiasm from his family.
The getaway erased the guilt he felt for his loyalty to
his employer instead of family time. The vacation eased
Desmond’s tension, but he did not escape the nightmares, even
during daytime naps.
A movement at the corner of Desmond’s eyes in the
darkness pulled his attention away from his family. A chill ran
down his spine when he noticed that the monsters had escaped

17

Vedas states: “God is not only Father but Mother also”. Mother
Lakshmi, born out of the ocean of milk, is the Goddess of
beauty, light, knowledge, purity, wealth and good fortune.
Mother Lakshmi is celebrated in our daughter, sister, niece,
wife, aunt, and mother.
Diwali also celebrates many great events for Hindus: the
marriage of Divine Mother Lakshmi to Lord Vishnu; the
death of wicked king Naraksura at the hands of Lord Krishna;
Lord Vishnu’s humbling of arrogant Balli; the day Great King
Vikram Aditya ascended his throne; the visit of generous King
Mahaballi; the return of Princess Deepa, and prosperity to her
kingdom. Goddess Kali is worshipped at Diwali, to banish all
evil from the world.
It is the day when jealous and selfish Queen Kaikeyi accepted defeat and repented for her wrongs. She had thrown
the kingdom of Ayodhya into darkness, when she secured the

banishment of Lord Rama, the heir to the throne, so that her
son Bharat would be crowned king.
Diwali celebrates the end of Lord Rama's 14 years in exile,
his victory over demon king Rawan, and his triumphant return
to assume his rightful place as king. Millions of lights showed
the way to Holy City Ayodhya, itself aglow with lights on Diwali night. On Diwali night, Pitrus, departed souls, flickering as
lights, ascend to the heavens.
Goddess Saraswati and Lord Ganesh, in the company of
Mother Lakshmi are worshipped at Diwali. We pray to Saraswati, goddess of learning, temporal and spiritual, and goddess
of music and the arts. We pray to Lord Ganesh, the all powerful
elephant headed god of wisdom and good fortune, the remover
of obstacles, for his blessings for success to attend all our
undertakings.
Goddess Lakshmi visits every home on Diwali night, and
lives in that home which is beautiful and clean, where peace,
harmony, knowledge and goodness dwell, and where beautiful
lights brighten the home to welcome everyone.
Goddess Lakshmi comes out of a lotus flower, holds lotus
flowers in her hands, the lotus flowers representing purity. Her
other hands are giving. As Goddess of wealth Mother Lakshmi
shares her wealth. At Diwali time every door is decorated with
rangoli patterns, made with coloured rice or powders, welcoming visitors, especially Mother Lakshmi, who will bless us with
wealth, happiness and prosperity.
At Diwali we celebrate the blessing of the Light of Knowledge – Knowledge which makes us humble, knowing that
young or old, great or small, we are all equal as children of the
universe; knowledge to dwell in the presence of the Divine,
through good action, words, and music that uplift the spirit,
the softness and beauty of nature; knowledge which frees us
from the bondage of material chains, from conflict, discord and
unhappiness, to live in harmony, peace and contentment, the
key to personal bliss.
Diwali lights are our prayer, as in this Sanskrit verse in the
Upanishad:
Om Asato Maa Sad-Gamaya; Tamaso Maa Jyotir-Gamaya;
Mrtyor-Maa Amrtam Gamaya – Lead us O Lord from Falsehood to Truth; From the Darkness of Ignorance to the Light of
Knowledge; From Death to Immortality.

The Supernatural

T h e Fo u r t h D e c r e e

the realm of sleep and now lurked like dark shadows of the
night among the trees behind the cottage. Their icy vocal
undertones froze him with fear.
A glance in the direction of the beautiful sunset confused
Desmond. The sun had not moved past the horizon. It
lingered halfway past the edge of the earth, with its upper half
glowing the way he had seen it half an hour before. Time had
stopped but the activities of people and monsters continued.
He rotated glances at the dark, his family, and the sunset.
Everything defied logic as
if he was in the middle of
a bizarre dream that made
no sense. How could time
stop, yet life continued?
When he glanced again
at his family, Desmond
gasped. His family sat at
the three place settings
and started supper without
him as if he did not exist!
Marinera led prayer giving
thanks before they ate.
The monsters moved
closer and hovered over
him. This was the first time
that he had seen the twilight, the monsters, and his family
in the same dream. He racked his brain for a connection. He
wondered if he was in warped parallel worlds and searched for
the significance of their meaning. He fought for ways to wake
himself up but, like a typical nightmare, paralysis kept its grip
on him.
Sudden blackness enveloped him and blanked out all his
senses. He relied on his consciousness to tell himself that he
was alive even though he was unsure of his well-being.
In his blacked-out existence, he felt like a compass,
suspended in mid-air facing up, with his arms and legs
stretched out in the shape of a cross. He waited for his body’s
gentle sway to overcome its momentum and come to rest with
his head pointing to the north. He sensed his family at his feet,
the monsters lingered on his right, and the sunset beckoned at

Kamil
Ali

his left. They floated above
him just beyond his reach.
Desmond wondered about his family’s betrayal. He had
always been kind to them, even though he was not around a
lot. He thought that it was understood that he had to work
double time to provide them with the luxuries they had
enjoyed.
A tiny light moved closer from a distance. Its intensity and
size grew larger as it approached. The light draped over the
scene around Desmond and confirmed the picture his mind
had perceived in the blackness. The steady dim light also
revealed a fourth presence at his head which remained hidden
from view. He discovered that his spiritual being had detached
itself and hovered over his physical body lying motionless on
the hospital bed. He had the power to rotate himself by using
his mind. He turned himself 90 degrees, to place his head at
his family’s feet for a view of the fourth entity freestanding
above him. Desmond gazed at a large crystal gate that stood
ajar. A brilliant white light escaped through its opening.
Desmond finally understood the link. He was in suspended
animation, pending his decision of the choices available to
him.
The monsters were the medical staff who had permission to
use his body for medical science if he died, the twilight was his
choice to linger in a coma, pending a replacement heart from a
donor. He had a choice of putting his life in his family’s hands
to either leave him on life-support or pull the plug or decide
himself if he should make his way through the crystalline gates
to paradise.
His family had not abandoned him, they had stayed positive
and continued to pray for him after he had collapsed from
a heart on the dock at sunset. The last images of them were
burned into his consciousness. He was already unconscious by
the time Cillia had found him and raised the alarm that kept
him alive. Even though there were four place settings, he had
imagined three.
Faced with the concluding options, Desmond spun himself
like a roulette wheel to let fate decide his final destination
when his body came to rest. His head would point the way to
his end.
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T&T needs ‘enlightened leadership’
Port-of-Spain – There is need for “enlightened leadership” in utilities such as water and sewage,
Trinidad and Tobago, even as more people are falling in poverty, electricity, telecommunications,
Independent Senator Charrise Seepersad has said.
the transport network, and health.
Seepersad made the statement last week during her contribuAlso, the social support systems
tion to the budget debate in the Senate sitting at the Red House. and services require rethinking
She said the national budget represents a ballooning levy on the and rebuilding, she noted.
financial resources of citizens in Trinidad and Tobago.
According to Seepersad, given
Also, she noted that people are under pressure as the cost the limited available resources,
Charrise Seepersad
of basic living necessities such as food, housing, clothing, and tough decisions are needed in its allocation to the areas where
medicines are all rising, with the impact of increased fuel prices nationals are more severely affected.
still to be factored into the mix.
She said the results of these decisions will cause pain, while
And adding to the woes nationals are now facing are even stressing the need to respond with empathy to those who are
more increases coming down the pipeline, among them being bearing the brunt of the fallout.
water rates, property taxes, and electricity rates, she declared.
As Seepersad noted, nationals are drowning financially, and
Seepersad said that while Trinidad and Tobago has natural are unable to keep up with the rising cost of living, and the daily
resources of oil, gas, asphalt, and fertile land, together with struggle to cope with inefficient and malfunctioning infrastruccreative and resilient people,
ture and services.
the country still remains in an
She recommended that a sciextremely vulnerable position.
entific poll be undertaken on
“More and more people are
the living conditions of nationals
falling into poverty, and the
to understand the true depth of
living standards of the middle
suffering, and to allow more efficlass are being eroded. We
cient targeting of social needs.
cannot continue to rely on oil
Seepersad also expressed conand gas revenue to finance our
cern about crime, which continfuture in an environment of
ues to threaten social and ecohigh price volatility and energy
nomic development, and how it
transition around the world,”
impacts on nationals.
she said.
She noted that the National
Also, “We need, more than
Security Ministry received the
ever before, broad economic
fifth highest allocation of [TTD]
diversification for the long$4.684 billion in the budget, and
T&T nationals filling up at a service station
term survival of the country.
there is an urgent need for crime
We need enlightened leadership. We need this now. This is our to be addressed from both social and economic fronts.
life and livelihoods.”
As she noted, economic stability demands that crime be
Seepersad said in the past two years nationals have been aggressively and comprehensively tackled.
impacted by hardships, and this is expected to continue given
She also noted that the fuel subsidy costs the country billions
global conditions.
and benefits the rich more than the poor. Also, that an efficient
She noted that even countries with fiscal resources and strong public transport system, safety of all citizens, and traffic mancurrencies must be judicious, as the UK has come to realise.
agement remain the responsibility of the government.
It is abundantly clear that many, if not all of Trinidad and
All of these items must be addressed, and not just the removTobago’s services require repair or re-engineering, including al of the fuel subsidy, she declared.

Taxpayers pay bill when
govt litigation collapses
Port-of-Spain – Collapse of the corruption case against former Attorney General Anand Ramlogan and attorney Gerald
Ramdeen is an example of the government squandering taxpayer dollars to pursue its political rivals, Opposition Senator
Jayanti Lutchmedial said last week.
In her contribution to the Senate debate on the 2022-2023
budget, Lutchmedial said it is the taxpayers who suffer, as
millions of dollars spent in
legal fees could have been
directed elsewhere
Last week DPP Roger
Gaspard indicated that
charges against Ramlogan
and Ramdeen would be discontinued due to the unwillingness of King’s Counsel
Vincent Nelson to testify at
this time.
It was the second time
this year that a case had
collapsed, Lutchmedial said.
She recalled the corrupJayanti Lutchmedial
tion case that was brought
by the State against a group of people, including a former government minister, businessmen, and companies arising out of
the construction of the Piarco Airport terminal building.
That case was thrown out by the Privy Council in June.
“The sad thing about it is when the Ramdeens and Ramlogans
of this country overcome what is meant to destroy them based
on nothing but political bad-mind and malice, the taxpayer
must continue to foot the bill,” Lutchmedial lamented.
She added, “The Treasury is being emptied via the payment
of legal fees, the payment of damages and costs to citizens who
are successful against the State, because the State has embarked
upon a series of positions and actions that are detrimental to our
institutions in this country.”
Lutchmedial said the 2022-2023 budget contained no useful
policy to address the scourge of crime, nor ease the burden on
the population.

Happy Diwali
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Draped in a curtain, national opens window into dress code debate
Port-of-Spain – Seizing a window of opportunity after she was barred from entering
the Treasury building due to non-observance
of the dress code for entry into government
offices, Allison Skinner-Bacchus subsequently
draped herself in a curtain, and was then
allowed in to conduct her transactions.
In so doing, Skinner-Bacchus last week
flung open the doors to the ongoing national
debate in Trinidad and Tobago over the government’s dress code for nationals visiting its
offices.
As Skinner-Bacchus later informed the
media, she refused to accept the two options
offered when she was denied entry by security into the Treasury building. One, to either
return home and change her dress; or two,
venture into Port-of-Spain and purchase more
“appropriate” attire.
Skinner-Bacchus was refused entry to the
building by security, who indicated that her
shoulders were bare.
Said Skinner-Bacchus: “I walked away, went
back to my car, and the only thing was watching me was a plastic bag and a curtain, and the
curtain telling me, ‘Aye, look me here’. So, I say,
‘Come here, we going to the bank’. So, I pick up

my curtain, come back and as a normal Trini. I
could have taken the curtain and throw it as a
shawl over me, but I needed to make a point,”
she said.
She added, “I didn’t know what the [entrance
denial] point was at the time, so I open the
whole curtain and drape it like a [superhero’s
cape]. When I came back here the security was
in stitches... she opened the bank, ushered me
in very politely. I went in the line, do my business, come back.”
Skinner-Bacchus posted pictures online of
herself draped in the curtain in front the
Treasury building. The post then threw open
the doors to the ongoing debate on what government offices consider to be appropriate
attire.
It elicited numerous responses by nationals
who recounted similar experiences with having to scrape together contingency outfits to
conduct business at other government offices.
She also received a wave of support from
nationals who commended her courage, while
criticising the government policy as being
archaic, and one reminiscent of Trinidad and
Tobago’s colonial history.
Policymakers need to revisit those regula-

tions, Skinner-Bacchus declared.
“Based on our climate, I think
they need to revisit and revise some
of the things they have. I understand, and I’m all for rules, I’m
all for regulations, I am not about
throwing out the baby with the
bathwater; that is not what I am
saying. What I’m saying is there are
things that are unnecessary, and
I think this was an unnecessary
case,” she said.
The government’s Public
Administration Minister Allyson
West later told the media the ministry is currently looking at the
dress code “with a view to making
a recommendation”.
The review process began well
before the incident with SkinnerBacchus, West said.
She added, “It is part of our
overall programme to improve the
service provided by the public serAllison Skinner-Bacchus draped in her curtain
vice to the public.”
Earlier this year, the Tobago House of removed the historical dress codes for all
Assembly Chief Secretary Farley Augustine nationals accessing services at its offices.

Govt doing damage control after indemnity plan falls apart

Port-of-Spain – The government of via Ramdeen in a fictitious arrangement,” said
Trinidad and Tobago last week continued to Al-Rawi.
deal with fallout from an indemnity arrangeHe added, “[Nelson] gave full particulars;
ment gone south, and which was prepared and he provided the evidence; he provided the
agreed upon between Jamaica-born British bank statements; he provided the wire transfer
King’s Counsel Vincent Nelson and the State.
information.”
In a press conference last
Following the revelation,
week, former Attorney General
Al-Rawi said he retained
Faris Al-Rawi denied the
Senior Counsel Mendes and
UNC’s claim that it was he
Peterson, and was advised
who originated the idea for the
there was an obligation to
indemnity arrangement.
bring wrongdoing of such a
“I did not advise myself,”
nature to the attention of the
Al-Rawi said in deflecting the
authorities.
claim that he had orchestrated
“Senior Counsel Mendes
the arrangement. At the time,
specifically settled a written
Al-Rawi was Trinidad and
indemnity agreement that he
Tobago’s Attorney General;
advised the State to enter into,
he is now the Minister of
and under that written indemLocal Government and Rural
nity agreement, the specific
Development.
context was that the notarised
Persad-Bissessar
According to Al-Rawi, indemnity was statement and the evidence of wrongdoing will
arranged in 2017 after the AG’s Office retained be given to the Director of Public Prosecutions
the services of two local senior counsel follow- and to the Anti-Corruption Investigations
ing Nelson sharing informaBureau,” Al-Rawi said.
tion of an alleged criminal conHe added, “In that indemspiracy to defraud the State.
nity statement as well, the State
Al-Rawi said the conspiracy
undertook on the advice of
involved Nelson, who lives in
senior counsel that no civil
the UK; Anand Ramlogan,
proceedings will be comSC, a former Attorney General
menced for the recovery of
under the People’s Partnership
legal fees that were paid to
administration; and former
Nelson.”
UNC senator Gerald Ramdeen.
He also denied PersadAl-Rawi said he was
Bissessar’s allegation that a
responding to, and felt “com“sweetheart secret deal” was
pelled to put into context”
arranged solely between him
Persad-Bissessar’s
“wild,
and Nelson in an attempt to
Faris Al-Rawi
unfounded and untrue accusasink Ramlogan and Ramdeen
tions” made earlier last week.
on false criminal corruption charges.
Persad-Bissessar’s statements came followAl-Rawi said the arrangement could not
ing the move by Director of Public Prosecutions have been a secret when full disclosure of all
Roger Gaspard, SC, who had announced in information was forwarded to the DPP’s office.
court that his office was dropping the charges After the information was sent to the DPP’s
against both Ramlogan and Ramdeen.
Office, it took “full control” of the matter, and
Al-Rawi revealed that after the PNM came this resulted in charges against Ramlogan and
into office in 2015, it discovered that [TTD] Ramdeen, he further stated.
$636 million in legal fees were spent during
Following Al-Rawi’s press conference,
Ramlogan’s watch. Concerned, the PNM gov- Persad-Bissessar took it up a notch by calling
ernment began search for answers, Al-Rawi on Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley to tell
said.
the nation whether he was involved in what
“Arising out of that expenditure… Nelson she described as a “malicious conspiracy”, and
gave a notarised statement on October 26, whether he knew about the indemnity agree2017, and in that notarised statement he gave ment.
particulars of conspiracy to defraud the public.
Rowley later responded saying the Office of
[His] notarised statement specifically said that the Prime Minister plays no role in the crimiRamlogan and Ramdeen were the beneficiaries nal prosecution of any person in Trinidad and
of corruption, that he gave bribes to Ramlogan Tobago.
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Persad-Bissessar also responded to statements made by Al-Rawi at his press conference, saying he had tried to “wriggle his way
out” out of the fallout that had ensued, and
which she now described as the “Nelsongate”
scandal.
She also reiterated her call for Al-Rawi’s
removal from the Cabinet, declaring he was
the “chief architect” of a scandal that has a risk
exposure of $200 million, a sum where $150
million alone represents Nelson’s civil claim
against the State.
Persad-Bissessar alleged the scandal was a
“political persecution” that reeks of a “devious
arrangement” among senior PNM government
officials, PNM-affiliated attorneys, and a few
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PNM-affiliated public officials.
It was only due to the decency and integrity
of DPP Roger Gaspard that such a “devious
persecution” was confronted and stopped, she
claimed.
“Al-Rawi desperately evaded crucial questions, seeking refuge in adverse pre-trial publicity for a case that now exists only in his
imagination. How could there be adverse pretrial publicity when there is no case before the
court?” she wondered.
According to Persad-Bissessar, Al-Rawi was
constantly using the “fig leaf ” of seeking advice
from Rowley’s personal friend, lawyer, and
“golf buddy” Peterson, and attorney Douglas
Mendes.

BOLLYWOOD MASALA MIX

The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Pradeep a revered, patriotic songwriter during India’s freedom struggle
By Kairvy Grewal
Dekh tere sansaar ki haalat kya hogayi bhagwaan…
Kitna badal gaya insaan kitna badal gaya insaan
Sooraj na badla chaand na badla naa badla re aasmaan
Kitna badal gaya insaan kitna badal gaya insaan

His song writing process was often always scattered. He
used many pieces of paper while writing. When creativity
called, he used to get confused over which piece of paper he
wrote his preferred lines on.
“As kids, we would chuckle at his confusion,” says Mitul.
The early 1940s witnessed the Quit India Movement.
Pradeep penned a song titled Door Hato Ae Duniyawalon
Hindustan Hamara Hai for the film Kismet.

Aaya samay badaa bedhangaa
Aaj aadmi banaa lafangaa
Kahin pe jhagdaa kahin pe dangaa
Naach rahaa nar ho kar nangaa
Chhal aur kapat ke haathon apna Bech raha imaan,
Kitna badal gaya insaan kitna badal gaya insaan

Aaj Himalay ki choti se phir ham ne lalkaaraa hai
Door hato
Door hato
Door hato ai duniya waalon Hindustan humara hai

(Look at what’s happened to the world, O Lord
Humans have changed so much
The sun hasn’t changed, nor the moon, nor has the sky
Humans have changed so much

(Today we have declared from the
Himalaya’s peak
Go away
Go away
Go away, Hindustan is ours)

Times are troubled now
Men have become unsettled
Somewhere there are fights, somewhere there are riots
Men dance away naked
With fraud and pretexts men are selling their faith
Humans have changed so much)

T

hese hard-hitting words were penned by Kavi Pradeep
back in 1954 for the movie Nastik. The song features a
pensive Ajit staring into nothing as he thinks about the
state of post-Independence India.
From Aao Bachhon Tumhe Dikhayen to Ae Mere Watan
Ke Logon, Kavi Pradeep’s songs have long informed Indian
patriotism.
Born as Ramchandra Dwidevi on February 6, 1915 in
Badnagar, Madhya Pradesh, he started writing and reciting
poetry at a very early age.
“A lot of people wrote in those days, and I was encouraged
because I was saying something that listeners then
appreciated,” he explained.
After graduating from Lucknow University, Pradeep was
deeply taken by the nationalist movement consuming Lucknow
at the time. He was a regular at kavi sammelans where he
started using his pen name.
However, fate had something else in store.
Mitul Pradeep, daughter of Kavi Pradeep, tells ThePrint,
“While in college, my father lived very close to Anand Bhawan,
(the Nehru household) where he attended many political
meetings. He was deeply influenced by these and felt like he
wanted to do something for the nation.”
Pradeep once said: “I finished my graduation and decided
to join a teacher’s course and teach, but destiny had other plans
for me. I was invited to a kavi sammelan in Bombay.”
Himanshu Rai, the owner of Bombay Talkies, offered
Pradeep Rs 200 and made him sign a contract for Kangan. The
rest is history.
With over 1,700 songs to his name, Kavi Pradeep is widely
regarded as one of the most well-respected patriotic poets and
song writers during India’s freedom struggle
Pradeep’s idea of romance wasn’t limited to a couple’s
blossoming love. He made a conscious effort of writing songs
that went beyond love.
Said Pradeep: “I didn’t waste my life writing only about sex,
lust, love, romance, and all that. Love is but a part of life, and
the love written about today talks about love between sexes
only. But do young men and women have a monopoly where
love is concerned?”
He added, “Aren’t there different kinds of love – that
between a mother and her children; a father and his children;
between a brother and sister; between a bhakt and his deity;
between a man and his motherland?”
Pradeep was one of the first few song writers that
championed the art of igniting patriotic love through
mainstream Bollywood music.
In fact, he explained, “I chose to write about different kinds
of love. The saint-poetess Mirabai wasn’t married to Krishna,
but she loved him and spent her life singing about him.
Perhaps it was the atmosphere in which we lived that evoked
patriotic feelings in us; but then, in those days, we had good
upbringing, good grooming, and command over the language.
That is why our work is also good.”
His thought wasn’t limited to patriotic love either.
In 1959, he wrote a song called O Ameeron ke Parameshwari
for the film Paigham. This song put into perspective the
troubles of the poor in the world of the rich.
Aisa lagta garibo ke jag mein
Aaj rakhwala koi nahi
Aisa lagta ke dukhiyon ke aansu
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Kavi Pradeep

This song took the nation by a storm. It became the go-to
chant for satyagrahis at the Quit India Movement. The British
considered this song seditious in nature and arrest warrants
were issued against Kavi Pradeep and the composer of the
song, Anil Biswas.
“My father had to go underground to escape arrest,” Mitul
recalled.
He added, “He was only able to resurface when an Indian
policeman named Dharmendra Gowd pointed out to the
British government that the lyrics Tum na kisike aage jhukna
German ho ya Japani were directed against Germany and
Japan. It was his cunningness that protected my father from
the British.”
This forced Kavi Pradeep to lie low for over a month and
stay underground till things cooled off.
But this one song changed it all:
Aye mere vatan ke logon
Zara aankh mein bhar lo paani
Jo Shaheed hue hai unki
Zara yaad karo qurbaani

Pradeep (at left) wrote Ae mere watan ke logon,
C. Ramchandra (right) set it to music, & Lata
immortalised it with her voice

Unsung hero & rhythm king

H

aving scored over a 100 films in the late 1940s,
1950s and 1960s, very few know C. Ramchandra
as the composer of Ae mere watan ke logon. The
prolific Bollywood composer was known for his songs
with Lata Mangeshkar, so it was only natural for Pradeep
to approach him for the composition.
Ramchandra and Lata are known for their duets
Kitna haseen hai mausam in Azaad (1955) and Shola
jo bhadke in Albela (1951). Known best for his careerdefining album Anarkali (1953), Ramchandra also was
the occasional playback singer, besides being a full-time
music director.
Born Nahar Chitalkar in Maharahstra’s Ahmednagar
district in 1918, he trained in classical music under
Pandit Vinayakrao Patwardhan of the famed Gandharva
Mahavidyalaya, and later under Pandit Shankarrao Sapre.
He was known to be experimental in his approach to
music, introducing a “jazzy” touch with the use of the alto
saxophone, in combination with guitar, harmonica, and
clarinet.
He was influenced by American jazz clarinetist Benny
Goodman.
Ramchandra used a combination of ragas, but his
favourite was Bageshri due to its “simplicity”.
Pochhne wala koi nahi
O ameeron ke parameshwar
(It seems the world of the poor
Has no protector
It seems the tears of the troubled
Have no comforter
O god of the wealth)
His daughter Mitul Pradeep recalls, “He was a very jovial
person and had an infectious laughter.”

(O! The people of my motherland
Shed a few tears
For those who are martyred
Remember their great sacrifice)
From Independence Day to Republic Day, this song still
marks every patriotic occasion in India.
Kavi Pradeep wrote this song shortly after India’s defeat in
the 1962 India-China war, and C. Ramchandra composed the
tune.
This song united the masses at a time when India was
agonised by its defeat in the war. Pradeep’s words reminded
Indians of the sacrifice made by soldiers, and reinstated the
pride of the country.
On January 27, 1963, Lata Mangeshkar first performed
the song in the presence of then President Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru at Delhi’s
National Stadium for an event organised by the film industry
as a fundraiser for war widows.
It is said that after listening to the song, Nehru was moved
to tears.
Mitul revealed, “Unfortunately, Pradeep was not invited.
When Nehru visited Mumbai three months later, my father
sang it specially for him at a function at R.M. High School
here, and also presented the original handwritten poem to
him.”
Mitul was also reminded of how Pradeep was insistent on
Lata Mangeshkar singing the legendary song.
“Due to some misunderstanding between Ramchandra and
Lata didi, it was to be sung by Asha Bhosale. However, my
father felt nobody except Lata didi could do justice to it. He
even personally convinced her and she agreed to sing it. But
with a rider – Pradeep must be present at the rehearsals.”
It is reported that the words of this very celebrated song
came to Pradeep while he was taking a stroll on Mahim beach.
As soon as the words came pouring in, “he borrowed a pen
from a passerby and wrote the opening stanza of the song on a
foil ripped out from his cigarette packet”.
Through the course of his career, Pradeep received multiple
awards. In 1961, he was awarded the Natak Akademi Award,
and he received the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 1997.
On December 11, 1998, Pradeep died in Mumbai. On
hearing of his death, Lata Mangeshkar said, “I am very sad. I
have known him since 1948, and I owe much of my name and
fame to him.”
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Saath Saath: Sitar, bansuri, & tabla ‘together’

I

n early March, sitar maestro Purbayan Chatterjee and
flautist Rakesh Chaurasia headed to a small studio in
their hometown Mumbai to work on a new record. At
the time, Chatterjee was riding high on the success of his
2021 album Unbounded (Abaad), a
progressive jazz/rock/Hindustani
classical extravaganza that packed in
stellar performances by a star cast of
global virtuosos, including Ustad Zakir
Hussain, Bla Fleck, Michael League
and Shankar Mahadevan.
But now he and Chaurasia
accompanied by Satyajit Talwalkar
and Ojas Adhiya on tabla were on a
slightly different mission. With the
easy chemistry that only comes from
decades of friendship
and collaboration,
the duo recorded
seven tracks of freeflowing raga-based
jugalbandi, nailing
most of their takes
in one go. The result
of that freewheeling
recording session
is the new album,
Saath Saath, which
was released
independently in
Rakesh Chaurasia (left)
September.
“Unbounded was an exploration where I had free rein
to venture into uncharted territory and add many different
elements to each song”, says Chatterjee in an e-mail from the
US, where the duo is currently on tour.
Chatterjee added, “I wanted to see what I could do with
that freedom in my own mind if I got back to the exploration
of ragas. All my fellow artists on this record are contemporary
masters, and are very modern in their approach. So, Saath
Saath is a homecoming album, a home with a view of the
world.”
The music on Saath Saath is based on seven ragas that are

associated with different times of the day, progressing from
the cinematic serenity of opener Lalit to the playfully romantic
build-and-release of the mid-day raga Madhuvanti, and then
the more freewheeling folksy improv of evening raga Pahadi.
The incredible synergy among the
four artists, all of whom are also
family friends, is an electric, intimate
conversation among sitar, bansuri,
and percussion, where every witty
exchange and subtle melodic interplay
is as thrillingly engaging as a David
Attenborough documentary.
“Music cannot just be played or
sung alone, there must be a sense
of togetherness”, adds Chaurasia,
referencing the album’s title which
translates to
‘Together’. “[My and
Purbayan’s] friendship
has been truly special
as it goes back more
than 30 years. That
has helped make
this musical journey
memorable”.
With the album
already out, Chatterjee
and Chaurasia are
busy presenting it
to the world with
& Purbayan Chatterjee
a month-long US
tour and a minor detour to the Barbican in London for a
performance at the Darbar Festival.
Both are, of course, veterans of the international tour
circuit, but there is something a little special about this one.
“Its a great feeling to tour to promote the record”, says
Chatterjee.
Additionally, “We have done Atlanta, and as I sit and write
this interview, we are on a plane to Indiana. Post-pandemic,
the feeling of being on the road is kind of surreal. Bringing our
music to audiences all over the world is not just what we do, it
is who we are.”

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

FB screen grabs of Sadhguru & Tyson

Spiritual heavyweight coaches Tyson

F

ormer professional boxer and actor Mike Tyson
recently interacted with spiritual guru, Sadhguru.
Tyson discussed his early life and the environment he
was brought up in. He said that he lived in a neighbourhood
surrounded by death and prostitution.
Listening to Tyson, Sadhguru came to the conclusion that
the boxer is just like a ‘lotus flower’ that grows and flourishes
in the mud.
During their conversation, Tyson said, “I never thought any
good would ever happen to me growing up in my environment,
in my neighbourhood. You always feel bad; people died. It was
just normal seeing people die, seeing prostitutes, seeing that
kind of filthy stuff, it was normal.”
He added, “As a matter of fact, it was even honourable
because it became so normal. We normalised it.”
Commenting on Tyson’s life, Sadhguru offered: “In the yogic
culture, we always use Lotus flower as a symbolism for human
growth and development. Lotus flower grows best wherever filth
is really thick. It stays in the filth but untouched and fragrant.”
He added, “So, this is a choice that all of us have: either we
can develop [an] allergy to filth and run away, or we can become
part of the filth. Or, we can blossom into your fragrant flower.
This is a choice every human being has every moment of their
life.”
Tyson became the youngest heavyweight champion in 1987
at the age of 20. He had 50 wins during his career with 44 wins
coming by knockout.
He recently made an appearance in Puri Jagannadh’s Liger
and shared the screen with Vijay Deverakonda and Ananya
Pandey. The filmmakers had released the behind-the-scenes
video of the shoot in Las Vegas with Tyson showing a lot of
affection towards Deverakonda.
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As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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CRICKET

Indian batting line-up best ever

I

ndia’s current batting line-up is their best ever in cricket’s
shortest format, but the team must improve their fielding
in Australia if they are to bring home a second T20 World
Cup trophy, former coach Ravi Shastri said at the Mumbai Press
Club last week. His comments were first reported by Reuters.
India won the inaugural edition of the tournament in 2007,
but failed to make the knockout rounds last year.
At the time, Shastri, a former all-rounder, was in charge of
the team. He coached India from mid-2017 until last year’s T20
World Cup in the UAE.
Rohit Sharma, K.L. Rahul, and Virat Kohli make up the top
three of India’s batting line-up, with Suryakumar Yadav ranked
second in the world in the T20 format, Hardik Pandya, and
either Rishabh Pant or Dinesh Karthik completing the middle
order.
“I’ve been part of the system for the last seven years as coach,
and now watching it from outside, this is the strongest batting
line-up India has had, if you look at youth, experience, at players
peaking in this format of the game,” Shastri said.
“What India lacked in the last five-six years is the number
four, five, six. Now Surya coming at four, Hardik at five, Pant

or Karthik at six, it makes
a massive difference. It
allows the top order to play
in the manner they are
playing,” he said.
Additionally, “Even if
you are two down in the
powerplay, you still have
the ammunition at the back
to consistently take on the
bowlers, which wasn’t the
Ravi Shastri
case for some time.”
While Shastri was confident in their batting firepower, at the
same time he said India could not afford sloppiness in the field.
“One area India will have to pick up and start right from the
beginning is fielding. Those 15-20 runs you save will make all
the difference because otherwise every time you go out to bat,
you will have to get those extra runs,” he said.
Shastri also noted, “This is where other sides, Australia,
England, New Zealand, South Africa, they field like crazy. Sri
Lanka won the Asia Cup on their fielding.”

T&T & Antigua confirmed to host CWI’s CG United Super50 Cup

T

rinidad and Tobago and Antigua have been confirmed
as co-hosts for the Cricket West Indies CG United
Super50 Cup, and for the first time the tournament will
feature the West Indies Academy team.
Eight teams will compete in 2022 edition of the tournament
from October 29-November 19, and it will mark the start of the
countdown towards the 2023 ICC Cricket World Cup.
CWI also announced last week that defending champions
T&T Red Force will host Zone A matches at the Queen’s Park
Oval, and the Brian Lara Cricket Academy.
The Red Force have been drawn alongside the Combined
Campuses and Colleges, the Windward Islands Volcanoes and
Guyana Harpy Eagles in Zone A.
The Red Force open their title defence against the Combined
Campuses and Colleges at the Brian Lara Cricket Academy on
October 31 from 2 p.m.
Meanwhile, Barbados Pride, Jamaica Scorpions, the Leeward
Islands Hurricanes and the West Indies Academy will compete
in Zone B, which will be staged at Sir Vivian Richards Stadium

and Coolidge Cricket Ground in Antigua. Each team will play
six matches in the group stage with the top two sides advancing
to the semi-finals.
For the first time, the West Indies Academy will be featuring in the CG United Super50 Cup. According to CWI, the
Academy’s participation will give the players a “development
opportunity” to play List A cricket against the best players in
the Caribbean, with the main objective being to bridge the gap
between youth and professional cricket in the region.
The West Indies Emerging Players side famously won the
Super50 Cup in 2019, and six of those players have since gone
on to represent the West Indies.
CWI CEO Johnny Grave said they were looking forward
to seeing CCC and the West Indies Academy play against the
professional franchises, and expects the competition to provide
players with “an excellent development opportunity”.
He added, “This will help to broaden the pool of players
being exposed to highest levels of competition at the regional
level.”

WI face Australia PM XI
in 4-day pink ball game

T

ouring West Indies will face the Australia Prime
Minister’s XI in a four-day pink-ball game Down Under
next month, in commemoration of the 70-year anniversary of the celebrated fixture, the Caribbean Media Corporation
has reported.
The match will be played from November 23-26 under lights
at Manuka Oval in Canberra, and will be part of the touring
side’s preparations for the
two-Test series against the
hosts.
“I am delighted to confirm the return of the Prime
Minister’s XI this summer,
an Australian tradition
that spans 70 years,” said
Australia Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese.
He added, “Along with
Cricket Australia, I am very
excited to be welcoming the
West Indies. I grew up loving watching Viv Richards,
Kraig Brathwaite
Malcolm Marshall, and Joel
Garner, so I’m thrilled my first PM’s XI as Prime Minister will
be against the current West Indies stars here in Canberra.”
West Indies face the Aussies in the opening Test in Perth
starting November 30 before playing their first-ever pink-ball
Test Down Under when they travel to Adelaide for the second
Test, which bowls off December 8.
The series will be contested for the prestigious Frank Worrell
Trophy, currently held by Australia following their 2-0 triumph
in the last series between the two teams seven years ago.
Test captain Kraigg Brathwaite said the Prime Minister’s
XI fixture and the Test tour were of great importance to West
Indies.
“We’re looking forward to this tour of Australia, and there is
great energy and readiness in our camp. The match against the
Prime Minister’s XI is a major part of the cricket calendar, and
it will be an honour to lead the West Indies in such a prestigious
match,” he said.
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Etobicoke North

Han.Dong@parl.gc.ca

Kirsty.Duncan@parl.gc.ca

Hon. Kamal
Khera

Hon. David
McGuinty

Julie
Dzerowicz
Davenport

Brampton West

Ottawa South
David.McGuinty@parl.gc.ca

Hon. Marci
Ien

Hon. Helena
Jaczek

Majid
Jowhari

Mississauga—Malton

Toronto Centre

Markham—Stouffville

Richmond Hill

London West

Marci.Ien@parl.gc.ca

Helena.Jaczek@parl.gc.ca

Majid.Jowhari@parl.gc.ca

Arielle.Kayabaga@parl.gc.ca

Scarborough—
Guildwood

Hon. Mary
Ng

Jennifer
O’Connell

Ruby
Sahota

Marc G.
Serré

Markham—Thornhill

Pickering—Uxbridge

Brampton North

Nickel Belt

Mary.Ng@parl.gc.ca

Jennifer.Oconnell@parl.gc.ca

Ruby.Sahota@parl.gc.ca

Marc.Serre@parl.gc.ca

John.McKay@parl.gc.ca

Maninder
Sidhu

Sonia
Sidhu

Brampton East

Brampton South

Maninder.Sidhu@parl.gc.ca

Sonia.Sidhu@parl.gc.ca

Arielle
Kayabaga

Julie.Dzerowicz@parl.gc.ca Iqwinder.Gaheer@parl.gc.ca

Hon. John
McKay

Kamal.Khera@parl.gc.ca

Iqwinder
Gaheer

Francesco
Sorbara

Vaughan—
Woodbridge
Francesco.Sorbara@parl.gc.ca

Humber River—
Black Creek
Judy.Sgro@parl.gc.ca

Leah
Taylor Roy

Aurora—
Oak Ridges—
Richmond HIll

Rechie
Valdez

Mississauga—
Streetsville
Rechie.Valdez@parl.gc.ca

Tony
Van Bynen

Anita
Vandenbeld

Newmarket—Aurora

Ottawa West—
Nepean

Tony.VanBynen@parl.gc.ca

Anita.Vandenbeld@parl.gc.ca

Leah.TaylorRoy@parl.gc.ca
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Hon. Judy
Sgro
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Salma
Zahid

Scarborough Centre
Salma.Zahid@parl.gc.ca

CRICKET

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

India’s women exchange high-fives after the fall of a wicket

Inaugural edition of WIPL set for March 2023

T

he much-awaited inaugural edition of Women’s IPL will
have five teams, and will be played in March 2023, before
the start of men’s IPL, The Hindu and the Press Trust of
India reported last week.
According to a BCCI note, the women’s tournament will feature 20 league games, with the teams playing each other twice.
The table toppers will get a direct entry into the final, while the
second and third place teams will battle out in the Eliminator.
Each team can have no more than five overseas cricketers in
the playing 11.
“To have a well balance of domestic and international players,
and to have competitive teams, it has been tentatively decided to
have five teams for WIPL. Each team can comprise maximum of
18 players, where no team can have more than six overseas players,” the BCCI note said.
It added, “Further, no more than five overseas players – four
from Full Members of the ICC, and one from the Associate
Members of the ICC – can be part of the playing XI of each
team.”
The Women’s Big Bash League in Australia, and The Hundred
in UK do not allow more than three overseas players, and have
a squad size of 15.
The BCCI also indicated that with limited number of teams,
the home-and-away format will not be feasible. The event is expected to take place soon after the Women’s T20 World Cup in
South Africa from February 9-26.
“Like IPL it will be a challenge to play in home-away format
in WIPL, as with five to six teams it is not possible to have a
match every day. It is suggested that tournament can be played
in caravan-style, where after finishing ten matches at one venue
next ten matches to be played at next venue,” the BCCI stated.

Additionally, “Therefore, ten matches each to be played across
two venues in 2023 WIPL season, ten each in the next two venues in 2024 season and for 2025 season ten matches in remaining
one venue, and remaining ten in one of the venues from 2023
season.”
As far as the sale of teams are concerned, it may take place
zone wise with the board shortlisting two cities for each zone:
Dharamsala/Jammu (North zone); Pune/Rajkot (West); Indore/
Nagpur/Raipur (Central); Ranchi/Cuttack (East); Kochi/Vizag
(South); and Guwahati (North-East).
“Alternatively, teams in WIPL can be sold and matches may
take place at venue that currently host IPL matches,” the BCCI
stated.
Those big cities include Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi, Kolkata, and Mumbai.
After the initial announcement on Women’s IPL, it was widely
reported that IPL owners will get first right of refusal over buying teams.
The final call on all matters concerning Women’s IPL will be
taken by the IPL governing council and BCCI office-bearers.
Calls for an IPL style league for women grew with the growth
of the game in India, which was driven by the team’s runners-up
finish in 2017.
WBBL has been taking place in Australia since 2016, while
The Hundred was introduced in the UK last year. Pakistan has
also announced a women’s league for next year.
“There is an overall increase of 111 percent in participation
of players along various categories in last eight years. In women’s
senior category, there is rise of 129 percent, while in U-19 category it has increased,” BCCI note stated in evaluating the game’s
growth in India.

Honorary doctorate for Sir Richie Richardson

T

Speaking at the UWI event, which was held in Antigua and
he West Indies Players’ Association has congratulated
West Indies cricketer Sir Richie Richardson on his hon- Barbuda, Sir Richie urged Caribbean people from “small isorary doctorate, saying it was a “deserving recognition.” lands” to never look at themselves as being small, because they
all had big hearts and could compete with
Sir Richie received the honorary Doctor
anyone in the world.
of Laws for his contribution to sport, during
Also receiving a similar honour with Sir
The University of the West Indies (UWI) Five
Richie was veteran Vincentian singer, Alston
Islands Campus graduation ceremony held
“Becket” Cyrus of Teaser fame.
earlier this month.
Richardson told the graduating class of
“The WIPA team congratulates Sir Rich2022 that he and Cyrus excelled in their reardson on this deserving recognition,” WIPA
spective fields and taught the world about
President and CEO Wavell Hinds said.
their countries.
He added, “Sir Richie’s contribution to
He said he was proud to be an ambassador
the sport is a noteworthy and commendable
for Antigua and Barbuda, and proud to repone, and will live on in the hearts and minds
resent the region as a cricketer.
of the people of the West Indies for years to
He said he, Sir Vivian Richards, Sir Curtly
come. We wish him all the best in his future
Ambrose, and Sir Andy Roberts were comendeavours.”
mitted to developing the Four Knights CrickA right-handed batsman, Sir Richie
et Academy, which opened in 2015 in Anamassed 5,949 Test runs at an average of
tigua and Barbuda, to identify and support
44.39, and 6,248 ODI runs at an average
emerging cricket talent. He believed once
of 33.41. He is now 60 years old, and was
Sir Richie Richardson
Caribbean people remained focused and disknighted in 2014.
After playing his last international in 1996, he went on to be- ciplined, it could keep producing outstanding cricketers.
“I remain optimistic and hopeful that the [West Indies] will
come a team manager and referee. He was appointed to the elite
panel of match referees by the International Cricket Council in return to being the best cricketing team in the world some day,
hopefully pretty soon,” Sir Richie said.
2015.
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Thursday October 20, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Sri Lanka vs Netherlands, 9th Match, Group A,
Simonds Stadium, Geelong, 03:00 PM
Namibia vs UAE, 10th Match, Group A, Simonds
Stadium, Geelong, 07:00 PM
Friday October 21, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
West Indies vs Ireland, 11th Match, Group B,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 03:00 PM
Scotland vs Zimbabwe, 12th Match, Group B,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 07:00 PM
Saturday October 22, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
NZ vs Australia, 13th Match, Super 12 Group 1,
Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney, 06:00 PM
England vs Afghanistan, 14th Match, Super 12
Group 1, Perth Stadium, Perth, 07:00 PM
Sunday October 23, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
A1 vs B2, 15th Match, Super 12 Group 1,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 03:00 PM
India vs Pakistan, 16th Match, Super 12 Group
2, Melbourne Cricket Ground, 07:00 PM
Monday October, 24 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Bangladesh vs A2, 17th Match, Super 12 Group
2 Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 03:00 PM
South Africa vs B1, 18th Match, Super 12 Group
2, Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 07:00 PM
Tuesday October 25, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Australia vs A1, 19th Match, Super 12 Group 1,
Perth Stadium, Perth, 07:00 PM
Wednesday October 26, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
England vs B2, 20th Match, Super 12 Group 1,
Melbourne Cricket Ground, 03:00 PM
New Zealand vs Afghanistan, 21st Match,
Super 12 Group 1, Melbourne Cricket Ground,
Melbourne, 07:00 PM
Thursday October 27, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
SA vs Bangladesh, 22nd Match, Super 12 Group
2, Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney, 02:00 PM
India vs A2, 23rd Match, Super 12 Group 2,
Sydney Cricket Ground, Sydney, 06:00 PM
Pakistan vs B1, 24th Match, Super 12 Group 2,
Perth Stadium, Perth, 07:00 PM
Friday October 28, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Afghanistan vs B2, 25th Match, Super 12 Group
1, Melbourne Cricket Ground, 03:00 PM
England vs Australia, 26th Match, Super
12 Group 1, Melbourne Cricket Ground,
Melbourne, 07:00 PM
Saturday October 29, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
New Zealand vs A1, 27th Match, Super 12
Group 1, Sydney Cricket Ground, 07:00 PM
Sunday October 30, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Bangladesh vs B1, 28th Match, Super 12 Group
2, The Gabba, Brisbane, 01:00 PM
Pakistan vs A2, 29th Match, Super 12 Group 2,
Perth Stadium, Perth, 03:00 PM
India vs South Africa, 30th Match, Super 12
Group 2, Perth Stadium, Perth, 07:00 PM
Monday October 31, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Australia vs B2, 31st Match, Super 12 Group 1,
The Gabba, Brisbane, 06:00 PM
Tuesday November 01, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Afghanistan vs A1, 32nd Match, Super 12 Group
1, The Gabba, Brisbane, 02:00 PM
England vs NZ, 33rd Match, Super 12 Group 1,
The Gabba, Brisbane, 06:00 PM
Wednesday November 02, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
B1 vs A2, 34th Match, Super 12 Group 2,
Adelaide Oval, Adelaide, 02:30 PM
India vs Bangladesh, 35th Match, Super 12
Group 2, Adelaide Oval, Adelaide, 06:30 PM

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 19, 2022

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

SO

LD

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke

Omnis Insurance

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

437-235-7599

Oshawa For Sale $824,900

FOR SALE HALIBURTON $584,999

Location! Location! Location!
Fully reno. 3+1 bdrms, 2 full
bthrm (+1 half bthrm) in family
friendly neighbourhood in the
lakeview area of Oshawa. Main
flr has: hardwood floors thruout, open concept w/upgraded
ktchn w/ large eat-in island,
granite countertops & all new S/S appls (2022). Open
concept lvngrm flows seamlessly to private backyard w/
deck. Bsmt has engineered laminated flooring thru-out, large
open concept lvng/rec. area, bdrm w/ private ensuite (2022),
sep. laundry area w/brand new washer & dryer (2022).
Upper flr has 3 large-sized bdrms w/full bath (2022), close
to all amenities; walking distance to schools, parks, trails &
shopping. Short drive to the beach. Don't miss opportunity to
own one of the few detached homes in this neighbourhood.

Welcome to one of
highlands east, fully
renovated (2010)
three bedrooms allseason cottage with
one full washroom,
open concept
dining/kitchen, &
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps.
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing.
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

Oshawa For Sale $719,990
Location! Location! Location! Beautiful raised semi in a
highly sought after neighbourhood in Oshawa. The main
floor features a large living combined w/ dining, 2 large
bedrooms & 1 fully upgraded washroom. The kitchen
features a large island
with quartz countertops
throughout. The lower floor
features; the laundry room, a
large recreation room, 1 full
fully upgraded washroom &
primary bedroom with lots
of light! The washrooms features quartz countertops &
upgraded fixtures! Huge driveway able to fit up to 3 cars.
Close to all amenities, 401/412/407, shopping, places of
worship, walking trails, parks & much more...

CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

& Investment Solutions Inc.

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

 eeton Village is a new townhouse Beeton Village
B
& single family home dev. by
Flato Developments Inc now in
pre-construction at 6491 8 Line,
New Tecumseth. It has a total of
135 units from 1620 to 3187 sq ft &
offers more than a quiet getaway:
a hometown feeling you have to
experience for yourself. All built
with a level of craftsmanship &
consistency that you’ve come to expect from FLATO®
Developments. Here, signature country living melds
seamlessly with carefully laid out floorplans to create
a community that is both sophisticated & convenient,
modern yet respectful of Beeton’s heritage.

$949,000

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From Low

$300s

24

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Essa For Lease $2,995

Beautiful 4 bedrooms, 4 washrooms, 2 storey home located in the quiet
neighbourhood of Angus. Minutes to Barrie. Open concept main floor w/
walkout to fenced backyard. Finished basement with rec room, full washroom
& laundry area. Large driveway w/ 4 parking spots. Walking distance to trails
& parks. Stainless steel apps, recently upgraded w/ pot-lights & led lighting
& much more. All light fixtures, fridge, stove, dishwasher, washer & dryer,
central air-conditioning, hot water tank, furnace, & garage door opener.

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

