CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com

John Persaud, CEO
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Dhaman Kissoon & wife, Sultana, marked his birthday at Vishnu
Mandir last month. Ramesh Ramkalawan photo. See page 3.
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University of the West Indies lecturers Dr Jerome Teelucksingh & Dr Primnath Gooptar each
received one of T&T’s national awards, the Hummingbird Medal, Gold, on September 24.
Nationals, or non-nationals, receive the Hummingbird award for rendering loyal and devoted
service beneficial to Trinidad and Tobago in any field of human endeavour; it is also awarded
for gallantry, or for other humane actions. Teelucksingh’s medal was awarded for his work in
education and volunteerism, while Gooptar was recognised for his exemplary role in culture
and education. Writings by Teelucksingh and Gooptar have been featured in Indo-Caribbean
World. In photos, Teelucksingh (left photo) receives his medal from T&T’s President PaulaMae Weekes; in right photo, Gooptar is congratulated by T&T’s PM Dr Keith Rowley. Photos
courtesy The Office of the President of T&T.

CGCC gala connects Guyana-Canadian businesses
Toronto – The Canada Guyana
Chamber of Commerce was last
month commended for its initiative
in facilitating a platform for Guyanese
and Canadian companies to forge
links, and to accelerate the consolidation of investment and trade relationships between both nations.
The commendation came from
Guyana’s Senior Minister with
Responsibility
for
Finance, Dr Ashni
Singh, who delivered
the keynote address at
the CGCC’s inaugural
gala and fundraiser,
which took place at
the Hilton Toronto/
Markham
Suites
Hotel in Markham on
September 24.
The stellar event
brought together entrepreneurs from a number of sectors that included
agriculture, financial services, advanced manufacturing, information and communications technology, oil and gas, clean technology, aviation, hospitality, and the service industry.
As was noted earlier by the CGCC’s Canadianbased co-chair, Winston Kassim, the gala opened
up the room to business and social networking for
investors interested in what is now Guyana’s burgeoning social and economic landscape.

E

Jamieson

S

Queen St.

West Lodge

W

Ali’s Roti Shop
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Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

A section of attendees at the CGCC’s soldout inaugural gala; at left, Guyana Finance
Minister, Ashni Singh, & at right, CGCC
co-chair Winston Kassim
Kassim was also thankful for Singh’s timely visit
to Toronto, saying earlier that the CGCC was “honoured that Minister Singh [chose the gala] to speak
about the economic and social transformation taking place in Guyana, and the recent initiatives by
[its government] to make it easier to do business in
one of the fastest growing countries in the world”.
In his address, Singh spoke about the many
emergent opportunities now available for Guyanese
and Canadian companies to deepen trade and
investment relations.
He also noted the pivotal role that was being

played by the CGCC in hosting the
gala and fundraiser, adding it was an
excellent opportunity for the building of synergies between Guyanese
and Canadian companies.
Singh also highlighted the special
relationship between Guyana and
Canada, which he described as being
grounded in shared values.
Among these values was a commitment to democratic
governance,
which
Singh declared was evident in Canada’s eminent intervention during the precarity that
followed the March
2020 General and
Regional Elections in
Guyana.
Earlier that day,
Singh
met
with
the diaspora at the
Consulate General in Toronto. In his address to
the gathering, he gave the reassurance the Guyana
government will ensure an enabling environment
for economic prosperity. At the same time, he also
encouraged the diaspora to return and seize the
investment opportunities now emerging in Guyana.
“There is no better time to be Guyanese than
today… There are a lot of incredibly exciting possibilities… You’ll be amazed and shocked at the value
See Page 11: Gala exceeded

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, BMO,
Canada, Empire, Equitable, Foresters,
Industrial Alliance, Manulife, RBC.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$699,900

$630,000

Sun-drenched Suite

Love a Spectacular View?

Spacious 2 level suite in south Etobicoke. Features
a modern open-concept style with tall glass
windows. This suite is nicely updated with a marble
fireplace, decorated ceiling with crown molding,
large open balcony, and a private patio off the
principal bedroom.

Take in the sprawling cityscape from two separate
balconies, both spacious & private. This modern
unit boasts space featuring a well-designed,
open-concept layout, large primary bedroom with
a 4 piece ensuite, ensuite laundry in the second
bedroom, gleaming laminate throughout, & more!
Designed for happy living!

$797,500
Prime Location!
Impressive townhome located in a small fenced
area with visitor parking. This home has been
recently renovated with LED lights, sparkling
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
an updated kitchen & a finished basement. The
rear yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted and professionally cleaned. Move in ready!
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Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!

S

Investor’s Dream

$899,000

LD

$379,000
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FOR LEASE: $3,000
Newly Renovated!

Freshly painted & looking for family for surprisingly
spacious home. Features just-put-in laminate,
bright LED pot lights, overly spacious backyard,
large driveway. Fin. basement with room for office,
playrm, bdrm, etc. Family-oriented neighbourhood,
close to schools, transit, & many amenities.
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A Rare Find

Gorgeous semi-detatched in fantastic
neighbourhood in Brampton! Beautiful home
boasts 4 bedrooms! Fall in love with spacious open
concept, finished huge rec room in basement &
lovely laminate thruout. Sit outside on upstairs balc.
from convenience of your bedroom. Don’t wait!

$950,000
Legal Duplex!

Fully legal dup. on lge lot & tall trees. Prop. is 2
self-contained units w/ 2 furn., 2 h-water tanks,
2 laund., 2 meters, 2 elec. panels, 2 sep. grges,
& parking for 6 veh. Upper unit has tall ceilings,
lge winds., 4 bdrms, & 2 baths. 2nd unit selfcontained with 3 bdrms, wshrm & extra-lge winds.
Live in 1, rent other: other guy pays the mortgage!

$970,000
Ideal Space!
Located on quiet street in one of Rexdale’s most
mature neighbourhoods. Clean, well-main. home
with lge, bright winds. & cathedral ceiling. Lovely
open-cncpt design complemented w/ oversized
carport, lge private foyer, patio, & mature fruit
trees. Oversized crawl space ideal for storage!

CANADA

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

The Kissoon family was in a festive mood late last month when community worker & eminent lawyer Dhaman
Kissoon celebrated his birthday at Vishnu Mandir. Dhaman marked his special day by participating in a
religious ceremony that was presided over by Vishnu Mandir’s leader, Dr Budhendranauth Doobay, and the
temple’s supportive team of volunteers. Among the specially-invited guests was The Honourable Justice
Sheila Ray. The evening ended with a sumptuous vegetarian repast, which was a collective cooking effort that
was led by a gourmet, culinary team of the Kissoon brothers. In photo, Dhaman is second from left, with his
wife, Sultana, at left; also in the photo, from right, are Dhaman’s sisters, Ray, Indra, and his mom, Latchmin
Kissoon. Photo by Ramesh Ramkalawan.

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Vishnu Mandir holds parade, ‘Diwali in the Sky’
Toronto – Diwali celebrations get underway this weekend
with Vishnu Mandir staging a grand Diwali 2022 Mela on the
afternoon of October 9.
Among the signature events will be a Shobha Yatra (parade),
which starts at 1:00 p.m. from the Langstaff GO Station.
Supported by police cruisers, the
parade will travel along High Tech
Road, then south on Yonge Street,
to end on the grounds of Vishnu
Mandir at 8640 Yonge Street in
Richmond Hill.
According to Vishnu Mandir’s
leader, Dr Budhendranauth
Doobay, a large chariot will be
part of the journey as the parade
makes its way to the temple.
Said Dr Doobay: “Then from
2:00 p.m. onwards, there will be entertainment, free foods,
snacks, drinks, children’s rides, and a play from the Ramayana.”
There will be yet another signature event, Dr Doobay noted,
indicating that while there will be fireworks, this will then be
taken up a notch with an overhead light show.

“It will be Diwali in the Sky,” said Dr Doobay, adding that a
pattern of lights will spell out “Happy Diwali” overhead. The
fireworks begin at 7:15 p.m.
For those attending the mela, park at the GO Station at 10
Maple Road in Richmond Hill, and use the free shuttle service.
There is no parking on-site at
Vishnu Mandir.
At the mela, families can visit
the mehndi stall, the food and
variety stalls, and the children
can enjoy the rides.
There will also be clothing and
jewellery stalls, and live entertainment.
To volunteer, or to get more
information about the mela, call
Janty Rajkumar at 416-879-8805;
Radharani Rajaram at 416-732-0604; and Parbhat Sood at 647609-0321. Interested vendors can get more information by calling Rani Sethi at 416-930-8853.
Vishnu Mandir has also requested that the appropriate clothing be worn for cold weather.

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The City of Markham recognised two events of significance last week, National Day for Truth & Reconciliation
& Orange Shirt Day, with a flag raising ceremony at the Markham Civic Centre. It was a time for reflection on
the role government entities play in reconciliation, while at the same time honouring the Truth & Reconciliation
Commission’s calls to action on all levels of government. Among the guest speakers were Senior Fellow Bob
Watts, the former Interim Executive Director of the TRC, as well as the City’s Chief Administrative Officer
Andy Taylor, among others. In photos, Watts (at left) speaks to the hope for a brighter future when it comes to
learning & reconciling the truth; in photo at right, a section of City of Markham Council, delegates, & City of
Markham staff at the flag raising ceremony, which was held on September 30. Supplied photos.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Ontario govt increases funding for energy-efficiency programs
Brampton – The Ontario government is greenhouse growers in Southwest Ontario, in
increasing funding for the province’s energy- addition to enhancements to existing programs
efficiency programs by $342 million, bringing that provide support for businesses, municipalthe total investment to more than $1 bil- ities, hospitals, and other institutions to reduce
lion over the current fourtheir energy use and their
year electricity conservation
energy bill.
framework.
The
government
This funding will supaccepted the Independent
port new and expanded proElectricity
System
grams that will help families
Operator’s recommendaand businesses reduce their
tion to roll out these new
electricity use so they can
and expanded energy-effisave money on their energy
ciency programs, which are
bills, while helping to meet
among the fastest and most
the province’s emerging
cost-effective ways of meetelectricity system needs.
ing system needs, with the
“Our government’s sucintention that they will be
cess in driving electrification
available to eligible electricof industry and transportaity customers beginning in
Todd Smith
tion and strong economic
Spring 2023.
growth is increasing electricity demand, and
Said David Piccini, Minister of the
our government is looking at every option to Environment, Conservation and Parks:
meet these upcoming needs,” said Todd Smith, “Energy conservation is an important part
Minister of Energy.
of Ontario’s plan to build
Smith added, “By 2025,
a cleaner, greener Ontario.
this expansion of energyUsing less energy is better
efficiency programs will
for people and our planet.
help deliver enough annual
It’s also one of the fastest
electricity savings to power
and most effective ways to
approximately
130,000
save money, address climate
homes every year and
change, and help ensure we
reduce costs for consumers
can continue to generate
by over $650 million.”
the clean, renewable, and
This funding will support
affordable electricity needa new voluntary Residential
ed to meet the province’s
Demand Response Program
long-term needs.”
with an incentive for homes
These enhancements are
with an existing central air
expected to have a particDavid Piccini
conditioning, or heat pump
ular impact in Southwest
unit and smart thermostat to help lower energy Ontario, with regional peak demand savings of
use at peak times and lower bills.
225 megawatts.
It will also provide targeted support for
This will help to alleviate electricity system
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constraints in the region and foster economic
development.
The overall savings from this energy efficiency programming will result in an estimated
three million tonnes of greenhouse gas emission reductions over its lifetime – the equivalent to taking approximately 600,000 vehicles
off the road for one year.
“With strong economic growth and electrification increasing system demands, the IESO
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is committed to meet growing system needs
and ensuring grid reliability by enhancing
energy efficiency programming,” said Lesley
Gallinger, President and CEO, the IESO.
Gallinger added, “Energy efficiency is one of
the most reliable and cost-effective approaches
to ensuring reliability on the grid. By using
energy wisely, we increase opportunities to
support electrification initiatives and decarbonisation efforts at the same time.”

CANADA

Canadian govt lifts Covid-19 border measures, health checks
Ottawa – Travellers entering Canada are no and frontline staff at land borders and airports,
longer required to provide proof of Covid-19 who “worked tirelessly to protect the health
vaccinations, no longer have to observe quar- and safety of people in Canada for the last two
antine and isolation requirements, and do not years”.
have to undergo pre- or on-arrival Covid-19
The decision by the federal government to
testing.
lift the Covid-19 requireAlso, the ArriveCan
ments was revealed late
application to enter
last month by Duclos,
Canada is now optionalong with the Minister
al, and the mask manof Public Safety Marco
date has been lifted,
Mendicino, Transport
along with health check
Minister Omar Alghabra,
requirements for traveland other ministers.
lers on planes and trains.
Said Alghabra: “We’ve
These adjustments to
always maintained that
Canada’s Covid-19 meathe extraordinary measures became effective on
sures we introduced at
October 1, and marked
our borders, and on aira major milestone in the
planes, trains, and boats
federal government’s
were temporary, and that
pandemic response.
we would adjust them as
Said Canada’s Minister
the situation changes…
of Health, Jean-Yves
We’re taking another step
Duclos: “Thanks largely
to returning to the norJean-Yves Duclos
to Canadians who have
mal travel that connects
rolled up their sleeves to get vaccinated, we families, workers, and our communities.”
have reached the point where we can safely lift
According to a release from Ottawa, the
the sanitary measures at the border. However, Canadian government took a layered approach
we expect Covid-19 and other respiratory to border management to protect the health
viruses will continue to circulate over the cold and safety of Canadians.
months, so I encourage everyone to stay up-toThe release added that as the pandemic
date with their Covid-19 vaccination, includ- situation continues evolving, adjustments to
ing booster doses, and exercise individual pub- border measures have been informed by the
lic health measures.”
latest evidence, available data, operational conDuclos also thanked public health officers siderations, and the epidemiological situation,

Guyana’s Acting Consul General
Gerald Whyte

T&T’s Acting Consul General Tracey
Ramsubagh-Mannette

“At this point in time, Guyana's position still has not changed and all
travellers to Guyana must be fully
vaccinated (recipient of at least
two doses of Covid-19 vaccine).
Additionally, Guyana has long
discontinued the requirement to
complete any pre-arrival forms and
testing.”

“Effective July 1, 2022, Trinidad and
Tobago has removed all Covid-19
entry protocols. This means that
neither proof of vaccination, nor
a pre-departure Covid-19 test, is
required to travel to Trinidad and
Tobago.”

Travelling to T&T, Guyana?

both in Canada and internationally.
It also noted that removal of the border
measures was facilitated by a number of factors, among them modelling indicating that
Canada has largely passed the peak of the
Omicron BA.4 and BA.5 driven wave.
The adjustment was also facilitated by
Canada’s high vaccination rates, lower hospitalisation and death rates, availability and the
administering of vaccine boosters (including

new bivalent formulation), rapid tests, and
treatments for Covid-19.
“Canada’s travel measures successfully mitigated the full impact of Covid-19 for travellers and workers in the transportation sector,
and helped keep communities safe. Thanks
to Canadians who rolled up their sleeves and
got vaccinated, we are able to take this great
step towards easing measures and returning to
normal,” Alghabra stated.

Minister Khera (centre) with seniors at the Olde Forge Community in Ottawa

NHSP issues 2022-2023 call for proposals
Ottawa – The 2022–2023 call for proposals for community-based projects through
the New Horizons for Seniors Program was
launched late last month by Canada’s Minister
of Seniors, Kamal Khera.
The announcement was made during a
visit to the Olde Forge Community Resource
Centre in Ottawa.
“Programs like the New Horizons for Seniors
Program are essential in helping Canadian
seniors stay active and share their knowledge,
skills and experience with others. This not only
nurtures their personal growth, but also fosters
community prosperity,” said Khera.
She added, “By investing in this important
program, the government is confirming its
commitment to deliver positive change, and
improve the lives of seniors from coast to coast
to coast.”
As a release from the government noted,
seniors make significant and valuable contributions to their families, communities, and
society.
It added, “That is why the government of
Canada supports service organisations that
help seniors stay active and engaged in their
communities. This is key to enhancing their
well-being and quality of life. It empowers
them and enables them to expand their social
network and explore new learning experiences.
What NHSP funding does is it creates
opportunities for seniors to be more connected, supported, and active members of their
communities.
This year its national priorities continue to
aim to meet this objective, and remain focused

on projects that support healthy aging, prevent elder abuse, celebrate diversity promoting
inclusion, and help seniors age in place.
As the release noted, a simplified application
process is available for organisations to submit project proposals that help seniors move
beyond the pandemic, and to continue playing
important roles in their communities.
The 2022–2023 NHSP community-based
call for proposals is opened on September 21,
and continues until November 1.
Click here for details on how to apply.
Senior-serving organisations can also access
support to prepare their application and manage their agreement.
Said Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Seniors, Darren Fisher, “Every year, the New
Horizons for Seniors Program makes a meaningful difference in the lives of seniors across
Canada. When seniors can fully participate in
society and lead a healthy life, everybody benefits. This program builds on our government’s
continued commitment to empower seniors
and strengthen their connection within their
communities.”
Seniors are one of the fastest-growing age
groups in Canada. By 2030, the number of
seniors is expected to reach 9.4 million, representing close to one quarter of Canada’s
population.
NHSP is a federal grants and contributions
program with the goal to support projects
that help seniors stay active and engaged in
the community. Community-based projects
are eligible to receive up to $25,000 in grant
funding.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Giving thanks

W

e remain mindful that we are living in troubled
times as Canada celebrates Thanksgiving on
October 10, and prepares for the observance of
Diwali two weeks later.
As we celebrate both events with friends, neighbours,
and family, we note the tentative recovery now underway
as the Covid-19 pandemic appears to recede.
We note too the ongoing conflict between the Ukraine
and Russia, the tremendous loss of lives, and an escalation
of rhetoric that is seeing oblique, but worrisome references
to nuclear deployment.
Also, we note the global fallout from the pandemic’s
challenging pathology, along with the toxins from the
Ukrainian and Russian conflict, and how these have
penetrated deeply into national economies. It is now a
certainty that global tribulation is impacting our lives daily
via inflation – and that the big picture is such that we are all
enveloped in precarity as food inflation continues to climb.
The evidence is incontrovertible that our lives in Canada
have been significantly altered, first by the Covid-19 pandemic, and then by the Ukraine-Russian conflict. It is not
only evident in the statistics, but in the daily choices we are
making as we cope with growing food inflation.
In an article published on October 2 in the Asian Pacific
Post, Dalhousie University professor Sylvain Charlebois
has said that while inflation has started showing signs of
dissipating, it appears that food inflation remains on a
totally different path.
As he noted, food inflation has outpaced the general
inflation rate for more than 12 months now.
Citing recent figures from Statistics Canada, Charlebois
noted that our food inflation rate for retail was at 10.8
percent, and 7.4 percent in food service; also, that we rank
third amongst the G7 countries after Japan, with 4.7 percent, and France at 7.7 percent. Also, that “Canada’s rate
remains below that of Italy (10.6 percent), the [US] (11.8
percent), the [UK] (13.1 percent), and Germany (16.6
percent)”.
However, Charlebois noted that food inflation continues to hurt Canadian consumers, “and the nightmare won’t
end any time soon”.
It was also noted that the “nightmare” is being felt right
now as families prepare for the Thanksgiving holiday.
In reporting last week on Charlebois’ research,
CTV News revealed that according to the data compiled by Dalhousie University’s Agri-Food Analytics Lab,
Thanksgiving dinner “will come with a hefty price tag for
Canadians…[this year]”.
As Charlebois’ data have found, and which was also
reported by CTV News, this year a number of Thanksgiving
dinner staples has increased in price by as much as 26
percent compared to March 2020, and by 22 percent compared to this time last year.
Also, Statistics Canada reported last month that inflation had gone up 10.8 percent across all retail food items.
According to Dalhousie’s findings, the price for the
traditional Thanksgiving staple, turkey, has increased in its
per-kilogram price by an average of 15 percent compared
to last year, and 22 percent compared to March 2020.
The data also found that potatoes were 22 percent more
expensive compared to last year, and 26 percent more
expensive compared to March 2020. And that the cost of
bread was up by 13 percent compared to last year, and 21
percent compared to 2020. Similarly, the price for butter
had increased by 13 percent compared to last year, and 25
percent compared to March 2020.
It is instructive to note that a few of the vegetarian food
items that are traditional to Thanksgiving celebrations also
make it onto the table for our Diwali repast, which means
that our community’s celebration of the Festival of Lights
this year will similarly be incurring additional expenses
due to growing food inflation.
No doubt many of us are scaling down on food purchases to manage spending even as food inflation climbs.
By all means, do so during Thanksgiving and Diwali.
However, do not withhold on giving thanks.
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Co-existence

ith the apparent rise in Muslim-Hindu clashes
in India, I sought examples of individuals who
showed how the two philosophies can co-exist.
One was Mahatma Gandhi, whose 153rd birth anniversary was
recently observed, with thanks for his promotion of ahimsa,
non-violence, even when Muslims were massacring Hindus in
the 1921 Moplah rebellion in Kerala, when 25,000
Hindus were slaughtered, 26,000 fled as refugees,
and at least 25,000 forcibly converted, and/or
sexually assaulted. Over 100 Hindu temples were
destroyed.
Gandhi did not condemn Muslims; instead he
asked them to forgive! Many believe that this tolerance encouraged other acts of violence. The dreadful sacrifice of 50,000
Hindus was almost forgotten, but probably was a factor in his
own murder 27 years later, after the wanton murders of Direct
Action Day proclaimed by Jinnah in August 1946 that started
the bi-racial killings of ‘the week of the long knives’.
We have come a long way from then, but the two nations that
grew out of the sacrifice of India’s integrity have yet to reconcile,
and remain unlikely to do so as the signs show them drifting
further apart in ideology. Hindus had tucked their tails between
their legs for 70 years waiting for a leader strong in faith and
integrity to support them, locally and internationally, without
fear, in the face of the most astonishing ignorance of a noble
philosophy among so-called developed nations of America
and Europe, Central Asia, and North Africa. The condemnation of Hindus and Hinduism is not Gandhian; it is not even
Nehruvian, even though he could be criticised for doing little to
protect and promote them.
The second example was the great APJ (Avul Pakir
Jainulabdeen) Abdul Kalam, a devout Muslim, 11th President
of India, July 2002, and champion of its aerospace and rocket
program. He was born on October 15, 1931, in Rameswaram,
Tamil Nadu, and died on July 27, 2015, having overseen the
Rohini launch at ISRO in July 1980, and later nuclear missile
projects, Devil and Valiant, and saw India become a respected
Nuclear power, though criticised by Western nuclear powers
that failed to acknowledge the hypocrisy of their criticism, and
continue to bribe Indian scientists to work for them, while failing to accredit Indian educational qualifications!
Kalam was nominated for the Indian Presidency by the

Hindutva National Democratic Alliance, despite his being
a Muslim, and supported by the ‘secular’ Indian National
Congress. He was a national hero in the true sense of the word,
and equally comfortable with the Vedas and the Koran. I have
heard Wahhabis condemn him as not a true Muslim, in the same
way that Gandhi was labelled an incomplete Hindu. Kalam’s
local and international prestige, and contributions
post-presidency, were reflected in the numerous
Mohan
awards he received including the coveted ‘Bharat
Ragbeer Ratna,’ ‘Padma Vibhushan,’ and ‘Padma Bhushan.’
The United Nations declared his 79th birthday
World Students’ Day. He received honorary doctorates from 40 institutions, and many others.
But for me the ones that emphasise his knowledge, prowess, and character were the ‘Ramanujan Award’ by the Alwars
Research Centre in 2000, and the Veer Savarkar Award. “In
1997 he had gotten the Indira Gandhi Award for National
Integration.” Savarkar was the author of Hindutva, which
Hinduphobes, jihadists, atheists, and other critics of India,
especially in the West, including self-styled Sanskritists at
great Western institutions like Harvard, University of Chicago,
Stanford, among others, would condemn as “Hindu fundamentalism”.
Yet an award in that name was accepted by an honoured
Muslim, easily the Indian model of ecumenism and ‘live and let
live’. How then can such a person honour Hindutva if the West
was right? The answer is obvious. The West and other anti-Hindutva people are wrong! Obviously, this ignorance, all assaults
against Hinduism and Hinduphobia must be approached by
educating our people in the principles of religions, that is, comparative religion.
It is clear that Gandhi and Kalam would condemn the rift
between Hinduism and Islam, and regret the frenzied hate generated by the former for the latter to foment killing someone for
quoting from their holy book quite appropriately and in context;
they must realise and accept that many belief systems can coexist, and expand horizons. Should Islam succeed in eliminating
all others, it would only turn on itself, a phenomenon we have
seen in history and which is prevalent: Sunni vs Shi’a, vs Sufi, vs
Ahmadiyya, and so on. We hope the spirit of Abdul Kalam and
Mohandas Gandhi could infuse all Muslims and foster peaceful
co-existence.

Counting sheep to sleep until the cows come home

T

here is this mental exercise I perform when I begin
counting anxiety more, so its number surges past the
tens of thousands of sheep it takes for falling asleep.
I take my troubled mind back in time; then even further
backwards, and then so far back that I start seeing freshly-made
tracks from the thundering feet of a herd of
dinosaurs pressed into the Cretaceous mud on a
Romeo
winding river’s bank.
Kaseram
It means I then get interested in following the
tracks up the bank, and into its weightily-trodden
landscape, hoping to get a glimpse of the longnecks feeding on the treetops.
Of course, such an imaginative trek into pre-history makes it
worse for getting into the zone for sleep, since my mind is now
even more awake and alert than when I was counting benign
sheep.
But before this digression gets even livelier with me stampeding the leaf-eaters by being mistaken for an apex predator, there
remains that exercise that we all know, and perhaps deploy to
fall asleep.
Typically, the strategy is to de-activate the mind through
exploration of the simplest of questions. Of course, as we all
know, the recommended inner exercise is to seek out repetitive,
even boring, mental tasks.
So for me, it means working the room stacked to the ceiling
with layers of sheep, seeking out sleep for a welcome handshake
and a reassuring pat on the back.
Of course, performing this mental task of internal counting
will remain an eternal question that will continue to keep some
of us awake, as we need to know but will never find the answer,
since we always fall asleep at the exact moment when the solution is made available: ‘How many sheep, deep in a keep, does
it take to fall asleep?’
For me, it means configuring a turnstile in the imagination
while in a pair of coveralls, and with clipboard in hand, visually
counting each sheep until the eyelids grow heavy.
All the while penciling four vertical lines, each stroke a sheep,
each sheep a stroke, and struggling inwardly to not finish off
the fifth horizontal line as the count approaches 10,000 with
a triumphant flourish, to the accompanying, and invigorating
exclamation of “Violà! Well done!”
Or better yet, listening to the gear turning on the turnstile
as sheep clamber through: click, clickety, yawn; clickety, yawn,
click, seemingly forever; or until the cows come home.

We exist in a janam where even our innermost thoughts have
become a resource, which after extraction, are held up to the
improving eye, assayed for weight, and then monetised with the
addition of a mental price tag.
And so, unable to help it due to the totality of immersion
into commodification, since there is no profit in
counting loaned sheep, I seek out other challenging, original, and wholly boring questions with
higher, intrinsic value.
One of the questions I put to myself remains a
recurring and an interesting one, even as it defeats
the purpose by turning away sleep as it knocks on the door, and
then with its nose pressed against a window, taps tentatively to
be let in.
The question is this: ‘When last did I use a pen for writing?’
It is likely keystroked somewhere that the pen’s desuetude
started eons ago with the keyboard’s ascendancy, and that it is
now used for minimalist tasks, such as a mere signature.
And so, in energetically playing a game of mental hide-andgo-seek as I try to fall asleep, I begin a mental game, seeking out
and counting the times when a pen was required.
Turns out that its use is now quite transactional.
It happens at the check-out counter. But even today this is
being overtaken with tap and other contactless payments.
More and more we sign our names less and less. I recall the
time when a signature would be requested at the check-out for
verification with the scribble on a credit card.
Not to draw it out at length, my later-in-life pen signature
can only be described as a sinuous crawl, an ascending electrocardiogram morphing into a noisy ball of tumbleweed toiling
across the desert real estate of the cash register receipt.
Sowing the seed of a signature in such infertile ground takes
no original, cerebral input; it is performed with detachment, as
a rapid double march across the signature line to the impatient
drumbeat of the cashier’s lengthy fingernails clicking on the till.
The result is a scrawl so unique that its encryption of irreproducible individuality simultaneously becomes both indecipherable and inimitable. It is such that even its originator has
difficulty re-creating it moments afterwards, making it wholly
issuable as a non-fungible token, but unacceptable to a cashier
driven by a too-vigilant management.
Violà! Good for me! Originality does not sleep, even as a
solitary weed rooted between cracks in concrete.
Of course, I can always count on borrowed sheep.
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UG-DDL bond runs counter to the spirit of Guyana’s alcohol reality
Dear Editor,
I have strong convictions on the association between
the University of Guyana and Demerara Distillers Ltd
on the occasion of the University’s 60th anniversary.
These convictions come from my position as a member of the 40th anniversary of UG 20 years ago, and
currently being a long-standing faculty member in its
Department of Law.
Whatever the University and DDL may want to
portray in its celebratory Special Limited Edition Rum,
this 60th anniversary product is nothing more than
the promotion of a substance that takes a heavy toll
on Guyanese: the poorer class, youth, Amerindians,
households, and increasingly, women.
Two years ago, the Pan American Health
Organisation published a Regional Status Report on
Alcohol in the Americas 2020. I am not sure which
is worse – that the UG administration is aware of the
distressing findings of the Report, but still sells its
intellectual soul and reputation for an uncertain sum
of money; or that it does not know of the Report.
Of the 35 countries covered by the Report, Guyana
ranks among the bad to very bad in most of the metrics surveyed – alcohol use by youth (aged 15-19);
alcohol consumption among adults; alcohol drinks per day per
drinker; alcohol attributable deaths; fetal alcohol spectrum disorder; and fetal alcohol syndrome.
Working class families are stuck in poverty because the “rum
bill” is the first claim on the household’s income, leaving little
for education, healthy living, and savings.
Domestic abuse, miserable and unhappy households, lost
working days, lives shortened, debilitating illnesses and interpersonal violence are some of the other common realities attributable to alcohol.

Alcohol is itself a public health hazard, putting a strain on
medical services with the society having to bear the consequence and costs of medical, pharmacological, psychosocial and
rehabilitation, and aftercare services.
In Canada, the health cost associated with alcohol is higher
than that of tobacco, itself a destructive product. That is probably true of Guyana as well.
Guyana, including UG, needs to undertake research on
alcohol and its consequences. DDL does not need to make a
contingent contribution to UG’s 60th anniversary.

In 2021, DDL reported a staggering [G] $5.6 billion
in pre-tax profits, of which a meagre 20 percent is paid
out as dividends. It can easily fund such an exercise,
knowing that the tax laws would allow the cost as tax
deductible, meaning that the activity is in any case
partly funded by the State.
On the other hand, a premier institution of higher
learning ought to adopt a policy on the type of companies, businesses, and products with which it will
engage. Alcohol ought to disqualify itself, along with
companies whose activities harm the environment,
which disregard their corporate social responsibility,
which practise aggressive accounting and disclosure
policies, or which engage in abusive labour practices.
The government too must play its part. Management
of the health sector requires relevant and timely statistics, better laws on the sale of alcohol, as well as on
driving under the influence, clear rules on advertising of alcoholic products, and increased spending on
research, all designed to mitigate some of the more
serious consequences of alcohol use across demographics.
It must ask itself about the logic of applying a lower
corporation tax rate on the producers of alcohol, than
on those companies that import and sell medical products to
treat the consequences of alcohol!
Finally, it must ask itself why, and do something about the
resistance of public companies to a binding corporate governance code for Guyana. I express my profound disappointment
at this decision by UG’s administration, essentially celebrating
alcohol. Hopefully, alongside the product at its Campus Store
– virtual or otherwise – there will be some warning about the
harmful effects of alcohol on users and society.
Chris Ram, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
Guyana President Irfaan Ali’s point that the Caribbean
Premier League is more than about cricket has meaning
at several levels. Ali also implied that
cricket penetrates beyond the game that
is played on the field.
In his highly regarded Beyond a
Boundary, the Trinidad and Tobago
author C.L.R. James narrative explores
the deep interpenetration of cricket,
class, culture, economics, and perhaps
above all, the damning imbrication of
the sport with race, colour, and colonialism.
More than anything else, James used
his literary genius to describe how the
on-field game caricatured what was
happening in the wider society. To boot,
the intra-regional camaraderie formed
on the field was reproduced in the anticolonial struggles for national indepenC.L.R.
dence.
Cricket, then, has for some time now, been recognised for its
transformative potential. It is in this sense that Ali’s observation

warrants further attention.
The CPL is making a major contribution to regionalism. In
this case, regionalism should be understood as going beyond
governance or governments. Rather,
cricket is providing the opportunity for
the peoples of the Caribbean to again
renew their sense of sharing common
history, while also facing a common set
of challenges in a world system dominated by Great Powers.
If cricket is inspiring a stronger sense
of constructive cultural nationalism,
then it is also seeping into matters of
security and democracy in the region.
Security has different dimensions.
Only a few months ago, Guyana hosted the Agriculture Investment Forum
and Expo. This major development was
followed by corresponding events in
Barbados and Trinidad. President Ali
led the Guyanese delegation to both
James
engagements.
Caribbean leaders are committed to food security, and are
aiming to cut the region’s food import bill by 25 percent by 2025.

In the narrower sense of security, Caribbean countries are
steadfast in their support for Guyana’s territorial sovereignty.
And more recently, Guyana signed the necessary protocol to
join Caricom’s Regional Security System.
The solidarities found in cricket across the region can also be
found in the defense of democracy among Caribbean leaders.
The case of Guyana during March-August 2020 comes to
mind. Attempts by elements in GECOM to conduct election
fraud during the national and regional elections in this country
were met with massive resistance throughout the Caribbean.
Leaders such as Barbadian Prime Minister Mia Mottley displayed maximum Caribbean spirit in the defense of free and
fair elections.
The CPL concluded last week, yet its impact continues
beyond the winner of the trophy, and beyond the wickets.
Friendships have been renewed. New friendships have been
formed. The territorial space we know as the Caribbean grows
closer in cultural terms. And then, well beyond cricket, there
will be long-term contributions to our security, and to the
defense of democratic values. Cricket and democracy have
something important in common. They are both based on
clearly defined rules and regulations.
Dr Randy Persaud, Office of the President, Guyana, via
email.

Dear Editor,
Count me among the naysayers in Trinidad and Tobago who
cannot reconcile the Ministry of Health’s management of the
Covid-19 pandemic as being commensurate with any national
award, particularly the Order of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago.
Also, do not forget I paid little attention to the occasion
of Republic Day, since it was just another exercise in futility
and ‘dolly house’, a pretense of all the patriotic niceties, when
Trinidad and Tobago has crossed 425 horrific murders, gun
culture and ‘zestiness’ are the ‘new normal’, and there is not a
single good road in the nation.
So, excuse me if I discard any nation-building in view of a
ruined nation.
And so, I am waiting on the pundits to illustrate what in
the Health Ministry's management of Covid-19 led to these
national awards being given to some nationals.
Did they not see more than 4,000 deaths and counting? Does
anyone have any idea the heartbreak and grief, people endured
when they lost loved ones?
What about the graphic photos of grandmother Nani and
grandfather Nana standing in the pounding rain in some Godforsaken village, waiting hours for a Covid-19 vaccine, with
absolutely no relief for the aged?

Mr Award Giver/Recipient, need I remind you of the hours
and hours of frustrating traffic people endured, only to see
Trinidad and Tobago discarding almost 400,000 Covid-19 vaccines late last month?
Just wait until we go begging again to the “vaccine masters”
(described as a kind of ‘apartheid’ by Prime Minister Keith
Rowley). We will get a harsh dose of reality of what happens
to countries where its people lost confidence in the diatribe of
“Vaccine! Vaccine! Vaccine!”, and ignored it, opting instead for
sunlight, or turned to local remedies as bush, grass, and bois
bande.
I wonder if the people who lost jobs in the many sectors –
food, services, bars, and casinos, think the health ministry's staff
deserved an award? After all, the ministry’s staff were paid their
salaries when John Public had to make do with a pigeon-sized
chicken, a hamper of half-rotting vegetables every now and
again that gave him constipation, and a sham of a safety net of
grants from the Ministry of Social Welfare.
Want proof? Ask scrap iron dealers if anyone accessed any
grants back then or now. The answer will be a big, fat “No!”
Indeed, it was during this time that the culture of hunger and
deprivation took root and blossomed into full-scale bankruptcy,
giving rise to the begging industry for both local and foreign
practitioners.

So, pardon me if I look away in disgust and disdain; more so
as we arrived at yet another national budget day.
And by the way, why were there no awards for the many
police officers, who in giving tickets by the thousands to support
the Covid-19 scare-and-terror campaign, gave their time and
strength, had their leave cancelled, and worked and worked?
Did they not contribute, or is it that they will get a pan of biscuits alongside their nursing counterparts?
This notwithstanding, I think those awarded for bravery, in
which lives were saved, preserved through acts of heroic rescue,
those who save the environment from oil spills and contaminants, and the flora (forests at large from loggers and miners
and marijuana growers) and fauna, including endangered species (manatees, ocelots, nesting turtles, rare birds and others)
through selflessness, support from charity and the generosity of
the Average Joe, are to commended.
And if a national award is what it takes, so be it... Let us
consider the hunters and Fire Service search-and-rescue teams,
for instance.
Alas, I do not think ex-public service personnel and politicians who offended at least half of the nation when they held
office are deserving of any award, since they were paid for their
service.
Linda Capildeo, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Exploring how cricket impacts the Caribbean beyond the boundary

‘Naysayer’ questions TT govt on allocation of national awards to health officials
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Unison of political purpose a remedy for fixing T&T’s crime woes
Dear Editor,
A major election platform promise to solve
the crime problem was made by the various
political parties that have occupied the corridors of power in Trinidad and Tobago.
However, in spite of the best efforts of the
present administration, citizens are still living in fear because the central question to be
asked is: “How much is being done with the
tangible resources provided to arrest the fears
of law-abiding citizens, when so many of the
crimes committed go unresolved?”
The low rate of detection exists because
the perpetrators of heinous crimes are always
one step ahead of the police, and as such, any
gains claimed to have been made by the police
service quickly dissipate in the minds of the
general public, and the police are left wanting.
Therefore, the public is left with the impression that nobody in authority seems to really
care about the bloodshed as a result of people
being murdered almost daily.
Moreover, while the remedy for such an
unacceptable situation also lies in legislative
reform, as it relates to the Police Service Act
and the Special Reserve Police Act, this is
easier said than done, since such sweeping

A police forensic team investigates a crime scene in T&T
reform will need the support of the parlia- ranks with the government and lends its supmentary Opposition, who are usually inclined port to crucial pieces of legislation that could
to oppose for opposing sake, usually on spuri- help reduce, in particular, gang-related homicides in the country, the police will be fighting
ous grounds.
Therefore, unless the Opposition joins a losing battle.

All of this, coupled with the fact that police
officers themselves are being charged with
crimes, make citizens feel hopeless, disenchanted, and bewildered.
As it stands now, a culture of death is
pervading our society, and, therefore, the
Opposition must get its act together and
help the government return the country to
a culture of life, since the window to act is
shrinking.
Furthermore, since crime is everybody’s
business, there is a dire need for citizens to
rediscover the values of honesty and brotherhood, otherwise Trinidad and Tobago will
continue its despair on this worrisome matter.
Parents must resolve to take the first step in
saving Trinidad and Tobago, since at the end
of the day, the family will determine the extent
to which the culture of life is achieved.
For far too long, and at our own peril, the
teachings and practices of our forefathers
have been ignored, resulting in the breakdown of moral and spiritual values in the
home, school, workplace, and by extension,
the national community.
Rishi Lakhan, Trinidad and Tobago, via
email.

Govts should work to keep promises made on the stump
Dear Editor,
position if opposition arose – as it always does.
Besides climate change sweeping the planet,
Systemic change is necessary if we want
political winds enable paradigm shifts in many to end political patrimony. What voters were
locales. Trinidad and Tobago is no exception.
promised was not what they got. Every leadWe saw it happen in
er we’ve had since acquiring
Tobago during its last election
Independence was a student of
cycle when the ruling PNM
the old colonial past we tried
was unceremoniously booted
to put behind us.
out of office.
Unlike the US, which
People are tired of promises
invented an entirely new systhat never materialise. Every
tem of government when it
system must have checks and
broke from the British, Dr
balances to ensure political
Eric Williams, Trinidad and
honesty and integrity, and not
Tobago’s first prime minister,
bombastic election promises.
fresh from the University of
If a guarantee was made
Oxford with a DPhil, where
on the stump and remains
he studied history and politiEric Williams
unfulfilled, then it is time to
cal science – all based on the
step down and let someone else more capable Westminster system – brought that system
do the people’s work; call a new election if that home when he became prime minister.
is what it takes.
How? Why? Because that is what he studied;
No excuses will suffice: neither the lack of that is what he knew best.
Opposition support, nor existing laws; nothWe are now seeing the effects of a system
ing must stop you from doing what you were that does not sit well with a people with an
elected to do.
enslavement history.
Find a way. When you made that promise,
With Queen Elizabeth II gone, we are at an
you should have been prepared for a fallback inflection point where we can use this moment

as a stepping stone to an entirely new democratic beginning.
Should we adopt the American system of
government? Or is there a more equitable
system we can develop so all the people can
benefit? The Americans did it when they freed
themselves of the oppressive British system.
May the political winds of change help us
chart a new course.
Rex Chookolingo, Trinidad and Tobago,
via email.

Explore new energy sources for food security
Dear Editor,
Throughout Trinidad and Tobago there are
areas of fertile land that can be used to support agricultural activities, and by extension
improve domestic food security.
In many of these areas, agricultural lands
are located off the electrical grid. There is no
electrical power in many rural areas for irrigation, lighting, cold storage, and also possibly
security fencing.
The use of alternative energy for such areas
can possibly increase the performance output
from our agricultural sector.
Trinidad and Tobago should consider
investing in the use of solar power in our food
production spaces.
Solar power is one of the most convenient
sources of energy, which is relatively cheap and
environmentally friendly.
Furthermore, the use of alternative energy
can support vulnerable crop production activities like hydroponics, which requires a constant
supply of electrical power.
Also, in rural pastures, solar-powered lights
can be used to deter bats from attacking livestock.
We need to enter a new paradigm where
renewable energy supports food security,

thereby enabling cost-effective and efficient
food production activities.
More and more people are becoming interested in hydroponics and other forms of soilless cultivation of crops. These contemporary
practices will create a demand for energy, and
can be costly with respect to non-renewable
energy costs.
The adoption of technology into farming
practices can possibly stimulate more young
people to become food production engineers
(also known as high-tech farmers) and entrepreneurs.
The future of food production, with alternative energy, can see enclosed buildings becoming plant factories to increase food production
outside of the need for access to arable land.
The future of food production must carefully examine the need for energy as we change
the way of farming to be more technologically
driven with minimum impact on non-renewable energy demands.
In this “light”, agricultural policy makers in
Trinidad and Tobago must pave the way for
the inclusion of alternative energy in our food
production practices.
Shastri Hans Badal, Trinidad and Tobago,
via email.
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IMF’s optimism strong on short to mid-term outlook for Guyana

B

uoyed by surging oil production,
the International Monetary Fund
has expressed strong optimism over
Guyana’s short to mid-term outlook. In its Staff
Report released September 27, the international financial institution
noted that oil production
has the potential to profoundly transform Guyana’s
economy.
Incidentally, the country’s commercially recoverable petroleum reserves are
expected to reach over 11 billion barrels, one of
the highest per capita levels in the world. This,
the report stated, could help
Guyana “build
up substantial
fiscal and external buffers to
absorb shocks
while addressing infrastructure gaps and
human development needs”.
Oil’s contribution to real
GDP is expected to grow by 116.1 percent in
2022, more than double last year’s contribution
of 56.9 percent. The annual percentage change
in its contribution to GDP is forecasted at 24.8
percent, 20.9 percent, 27.9 percent, and 25.1
percent, respectively, for 2023, 2024, 2025, and
2026, before
falling off to
three percent in
2027.
However, the
international
financial institution
highlighted the need
for continued
prudent policies and structural reforms to
avoid a buildup of macroeconomic vulnerabilities, ensure
inclusive growth and intergenerational equity,
as well as address structural weaknesses and
climate challenges.
The IMF also commended the government
for the significant decline in public debt, and
the country’s favourable debt dynamics going
forward. It recognised the government’s commitment to maintain debt sustainability, and
stressed the importance of anchoring fiscal

policy in a medium-term framework.
However, while the IMF’s forecast of the
country’s debt sustainability is accurate based
on projected GDP growth, it is not necessarily
representative of actual growth of debt in dollar
terms. While debt as a percent of GDP is forecasted
to decline over the next five
Dwarka
years, from 42.9 percent
Lakhan
in 2021 to 13.5 percent in
2027, the actual amount of
public debt in dollar terms
has been rising in recent
years.
For example, at the end of 2021, total outstanding external public debt
was $1.4 billion, the highest level in the
last decade. The
same is true
for the level of
domestic public debt, which
stood at $362
million at the
end of 2021.
Evidently, oil
revenues will provide Guyana with the ability
to take on more debt, as well as pay down its
debt.
The IMF directors called for Guyana to continue “moderately ramping up public investment”, by ensuring its annual non-oil overall
fiscal balance
does not exceed
its
expected
oil transfers.
They
also
encouraged
the authorities to continue
improving the
targeting
of
social spending.
The
IMF
agreed with the
government authorities that exchange rate stability serves Guyana’s current needs best, and
emphasised the importance of taking measures
to further develop and deepen financial and
foreign exchange markets, as oil production
increases.
The global watchdog saw merit in revising
the monetary policy framework over the medium to long-term to ensure it is well-suited for
the economy’s needs, and that it allows more

flexibility in the exchange rate to absorb shocks
and help maintain competitiveness.
The IMF Directors commended the authorities’ efforts to
maintain financial stability and
promote financial inclusion.
They welcomed
the progress in
implementing
the 2016 FSAP
recommendations,
and
the
commitment to fully
implement the
recently strengthened AML/CFT framework,
while encouraging further efforts in this area,
in
particular
to strengthen
the regulation
of digital payments.
They
also
commended
the
authorities’ progress
in strengthening
Guyana’s
anti-corruption
framework and
fiscal
transparency, and encouraged continued progress on implementation of the recommendations provided by the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative. Directors commended
the authorities’ efforts to build resilience to
climate change as envisioned under their Low
Carbon Development Strategy.
The IMF cautioned that the government
should recognise the downside risks to the
country, which include volatility in global oil

prices, a slowing global economy, or rapid
increases in investment that could lead to macroeconomic imbalances. It noted that upside
risks
include
higher global oil
prices and additional gas and oil
discoveries.
In the meantime, as Guyana
experiences
rapid growth,
the population
is expected to
become richer.
While Per Capita
GDP is not the
best method to determine the distribution
of wealth, it is worthy to note that Guyana’s
per capita GDP
is forecasted to
increase
dramatically to (US)
$35,368 in 2027,
up from $9,778
last year.
In the meantime, inflation
is forecasted to
remain relatively
stable over the
next five years,
growing by just
over four percent over the next five years.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon, and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Undoing the Devonshire erasure & righting incorrect data
ing that: ‘The magistrate was not going to give
By Baytoram Ramharack
ore than any other diaspora
them justice’. After they turned away from
community to which Indian
the court house, the immigrants began to
labourers were taken, British
make their way back to Devonshire Castle. In
Guiana has earned the distinction of being
response to the assembled Indian labourers,
a former colony, if not the only one, that
the armed police who had arrived in Daniel’s
has been characterised by a long tradition
Town earlier that morning were deployed to
of continuous agitation and protests against
Devonshire Castle. At the estate, the police
British colonialism and the plantocracy.
opened fire on the immigrants…”
This has been a distinct characteristic
What was remarkable about the Devonshire
feature of the Indian indenture experience
Castle shooting was that after hearing testisince 1838, when in 1836, John Gladstone
mony from the “management, immigration
brokered a lucrative deal for the arrival of
and court officials and the local police”, four
396 Girmitiyas on two ships, the SS Whitby
jurors found that the police constables had
and the SS Hesperus, up to the cessation
acted appropriately “in defense of their lives,
of indenture in 1917 (it officially ended in
and in defense of the lives of the said several
1920).
other persons, then and there being, and also
Sugar workers have consistently been
for the preservation of the public peace”.
a bulwark in the struggle against a conThe colonial government attempted to
trolled economic and social system that
prosecute the “ringleaders” of the uprising
defined their existence. On the morning of
on three separate occasions, but each time,
Wednesday, June 16, 1948, just after sunthe jury was unable to reach a verdict. The
rise, five sugar workers were brutally shot
victims were not only silenced, but memories
to death at Enmore Estate while advocatof the protesters had to be desecrated, as well.
ing for improved working conditions, fair
In honour of their memory, a monument
wages, and for the recognition of a trade
was established at Cabbage Dam, Devonshire
union of their choice.
Castle in Region 2, the victims’ memories
The five workers who died (14 othnow permanently etched in Essequibo’s hisers were seriously injured) became known
tory.
as the Enmore Martyrs (Lallabaggie and
The five Devonshire Castle Martyrs, ages
Dookie from Enmore, Rambarran, Harry,
and immigrant ships that brought them to
and Pooran from Enterprise/Non Pariel).
British Guiana included Kaula Khan [Kala
A schoolboy places flowers on the Devonshire Castle monument in Cabbage Dam
One worker was shot in the back as he tried
Khan], 43 years, arrived on the SS Shand in
to flee from the scene.
was an early insurgency that demonstrated a strong resolve to 1854; Mucksoodally [Maqsood Ali], 36 years old, arrived on
At their gravesite, following the funeral procession, a young oppose the abusive hierarchical indenture system. Two, all five of the SS Earl Russell in 1865; Becaroo [Bhikaaroo], 25 years old
Cheddi Jagan made his solemn commitment: “There was to the victims were direct descendants from ancestral India. Three, arrived on the SS Earl Russell in 1865; Akloo [Akhlu], 30 years
be no turning back. There and then I made a silent pledge – I the protest, even within its spontaneity, established a precedent old arrived on the SS Apelles in 1866; and Buldewo [Baldeo/
would dedicate my entire life to the cause of the struggle of the for future protests throughout the colony. Four, the callousness Baldev], 32 years old arrived on the SS Far East in 1869.
Guyanese people against bondage and exploitation”.
Indians are observing the 150th anniversary of the shootassociated with the actions of the colonial authorities revealed
However, long before Enmore, estate workers played a major their inherent disdain for the “Coolies”, despite stipulations that ing of the five Devonshire Castle “ringleaders” from India.
role in exposing the inhumanity of inclusive Indentureship, existed in British regulations for their protection.
However, in honour of their sacred memories, two historical
demonstrated by a restless, habitual rebelliousness.
During the Devonshire Castle uprising, while protesting low errors must be corrected.
Perhaps the most dramatic protest in the Caribbean region wages and overwork, seven male workers were injured, and five
One, for several years, the Devonshire Martyrs
was the Marienburg massacre of indentured workers in 1902 others were killed. The five men viciously killed had arrived in Commemoration has been held mistakenly on September 29.
in Suriname. But for us in Guyana, that recognition goes to the British Guiana between 1854 and 1869.
The actual massacre occurred on Monday, September 30, 1872.
massacre in Rose Hall.
Second, as Evan Radhay Persaud has pointed out, it appeared
Anne Marie Phillips in her PhD dissertation, extracting
On Thursday, March 13, 1913, in Rose Hall Plantation, East information from an inquiry into the incident (A Report of the that the names of two of the Martyrs were recorded incorrectly
Canje, British militiamen opened fire on Indian sugar workers, Proceedings and Evidence at the Inquest on the Bodies of Five in the Commission of Inquiry Report of 1872, which can be
killing 15, including a woman shot in the stomach, and injuring Rioters, Killed by the Fire of the Police, Georgetown: The Colonist accessed in the Rodney National Archives of Guyana (National
about 40 others. The seriousness of some of the wounds war- Office, 1872), described the uprising in this way:
Archives Document AA3/49). Kaulica and Maxidally as they
ranted amputations.
“On the day of the protest, over two hundred Indian labour- appeared in the COI Report, should in fact be recorded as Kaula
Prior to this event, the shooting at Devonshire Castle in 1872 ers from Devonshire Castle assembled outside of the court Khan (#235), and Mucksoodally (#236) instead.
had earned the reputation of being the first of many deliberate house in Daniel’s Town. The complainants, Partaub and Paraag,
The monument on Cabbage Dam, appropriately serves as
acts designed to deprive the indentured sugar workers of their refused to enter the court house. One witness to the incident, a stark reminder of the tragedy of the senseless killing of the
basic human and economic rights.
John Henry Blake, clerk to the stipendiary magistrate of the Indian Girmitiyas. The Europeans tried to erase their existence.
Devonshire Castle is significant for several reasons. One, it North Coast district, testified that he heard the immigrants say- We owe it to their memories to get it right.

M

Devonshire Castle slaughter reminder of labour’s anti-colonial struggle

By Ravi Dev
eptember 30 marked the 150th anniversary of the slaughter of five Indentured sugar workers and the wounding
of seven others at Devonshire Castle, Essequibo Coast.
It reminds us of the seminal role of labour in the struggle for
Independence from Britain, since the 1872 killings reinforced
the unity of interests of the sugar planters and the State.
Sugar bosses could summon the state police to “settle” labour
disputes. The killings also exacerbated already strained relations
between newly-freed African slaves and Indian Indentureds,
since the police force, then, as now, was overwhelmingly
African-manned.
While some Indians who had completed their Indentureship
had been recruited and performed satisfactorily, by the 1870s,
Governor Sir Cornelius Hendricksen Kortright vetoed this practice by imposing discriminatory “minimum physical requirements”. He said he feared Indian policemen making common
cause with the “coolies with cutlasses on the plantations”.
Supplementing this physical violence deployed to quell plantation labour uprisings, other daily humiliations were inflicted
on the immigrants. In addition to demanding to see ‘passes’
for Indians off the plantation, Police Force Historian John
Campbell noted: “Police were employed to levy rents and to act
as bailiffs, [and] East Indians quite rightly viewed the Police as
agents or allies of their oppressors.”
Chief Justice Joseph Beaumont noted police harassment of
Indians in the 1870s as “galling subjection”.
Since protests of working conditions on the plantations were
arbitrarily defined as “overt rebellions” eliciting shootings,

S
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Girmitiyas did not lightly embark upon such actions. One could
only imagine the provocations that they did. The abysmal conditions on the plantations by 1870 can be gleaned from the stark
population statistics. Of the 69,380 Indian immigrants landed
by 1869, 6,523 had returned to India, but only 44,936 showed
up in the census. It meant that if not a single birth occurred –
which was impossible – 17,921, or one in four, had died.
The seminal precursor to Devonshire Castle occurred in
July of 1869, when shovel gang workers at Plantation Leonora
disputed the wages for work done, and allegedly “assaulted” a
manager. The response was swift: the police and the 2nd West
India Regiment were called in.
Following the ‘Leonora Riot’, the British Guiana Police Force
became “the most heavily armed Police in the British West
Indies”, according to historian Adam Adamson. Even though no
one was killed, the protesting workers were arrested, convicted,
and jailed in short order.
The system had begun to perform a “one-two-three” – first
the police would use violence to maintain “order”. Then the
judiciary would emphasise the condign lesson by applying the
“law”, where any alleged non-performance or under-performance of their tasks – civil violations – earned criminal penalties of jail terms and onerous fines.
Finally, the planters would add the “jail time” to the indenture period of the immigrants. Some were expelled from the
plantations for good measure.
The Leonora protests precipitated a Royal Commission of
Inquiry, but instituted no changes in the Police composition or
Standard Operating Procedures that continued unleashing vio-

lence to “keep the Indian in his place”. They became a bogeyman
in that community.
On September 29 at Devonshire Castle, one Parag had been
arrested for “assaulting” a Manager. but was rescued from
confinement. He cross-charged the Manager. The next day,
September 30, Parag refused to appear at the Magistrate Court,
where the accused, as a Manager, would have been allowed
to sit beside the Magistrate. Instead, he, along with 250 other
immigrants, appeared at the Estate, and prevented the Manager
or anyone else from entering.
Twenty-three armed policemen and the Magistrate appeared,
and the latter ordered the policemen to load their rifles. The
Police were then ordered to charge – the immigrants stood their
ground, and one policeman (Archer) discharged a shot. The
other policemen thought the order to shoot had been given, and
nine of them opened fire.
Five workers, Maxidally, Kaulika, Beccaroo, Baldeo, and
Auckloo, were killed, and seven others were wounded. At the
Inquest, the policemen’s actions were exonerated as “justifiable
homicide”. Labour protests were now routinely dubbed “riots”.
The planter-friendly paper The Colonist, exulted: “the leaden
argument has brought submission quicker than all honeyed
words that could have been used”. The “leaden argument” by
police guns was then made with fatal regularity to murder
Indian-Guyanese sugar workers protesting the system: 1896 –
Non Pareil (six); 1903 – Friends (six); 1912 – Lusignan (one);
1913 – Rose Hall (14); 1924 – Ruimveldt (13); 1939 – Leonora
(4); until 1948 – Enmore (5), when the PPP was formed to
demand Independence.
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‘Gala exceeded expectations’ – Amin

Singh (right) listens as Guyana Consulate’s Nutana
Singh addresses the audience on September 24

GO-Invest CEO Peter Ramsaroop speaks to the
audience at the Consulate General

Members of the diaspora, among them community
stalwart Joe Jaglal (second row, at left)

From Page 1
attached to being Guyanese today,” Singh declared.
Another highlight of the evening was Singh receiving a message from Canada’s Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau.
In his message, Trudeau noted the good work being done
by the CGCC, while adding that the relationship between both
nations was built on over five decades of strong trade, a longstanding development programme, a robust security partnership, and tens of thousands of Guyanese here in the diaspora.
“With such a strong history and such a solid foundation, the
possibilities for the future are endless. I am looking forward to
supporting the [CGCC] as they explore these opportunities,”
Trudeau said.
Following the gala, one of the CGCC’s directors, Fareed
Amin, described the event as an “overwhelming success”.
Said Amin: “It exceeded our expectations, and provided
a real forum for the Who’s Who in the diaspora to meet,
exchange, and share ideas. It also provided an opportunity for
Minister Singh to hear directly from the diaspora.”
Noting the Covid-19 pandemic had curtailed social engagements, Amin said the gala also provided an opportunity for
folks to enjoy themselves while attending the fundraiser.
“It was an overwhelming success, and went beyond our
expectations,” he stated.
Adding that the event was well-attended, Amin also noted
the presence of Canadian government ministers MP Arif Varini,
MP Gary Anandasangaree, and MP Paul Chiang. He also
expressed thanks to Singh, and to GO-Invest’s Chief Executive
Officer Dr Peter Ramsaroop, for making the trip to Canada.
Amin said that moving ahead, the CGCC was now getting
“fair interest” from potential candidates in its membership
drive, and that it remains focused on providing “fair value to the
diaspora, and wider Canada”.
He added that the plan now was to “take it to next level, and
organise member initiatives that would identify, and address in
more deliberative and comprehensive ways, the opportunities in
Guyana and Canada”.
Amin said the next few months would see the CGCC working to introduce its membership to opportunities, and finessing
strategic partnerships between Guyana and Canada. Also, it
would be identifying and setting up business to business meetings, and remains particularly committed to fostering ties and
building partnerships with women in business.

Attending the CGCC’s gala were Hemant Misir (left to
right), Vijay Sankar, & Shiv Misir

Community workers Robin (left to right), Leela, &
Suroj at the CGCC gala & fundraiser

Rawn Lakhan (left to right), George Melville, & IndoCaribbean World’s columnist Dwarka Lakhan

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
11

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 5, 2022

GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

REGIONAL

Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Grenada’s PM Dickon Mitchell during his maiden address to the UN last month

Escalate climate change to pandemic: Mitchell

N

ewly-appointed Prime Minister of
Grenada, Dickon Mitchell last month
urged the international community
to escalate climate change to the same level
of urgency as the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Caribbean Media Corporation has reported.
In his maiden address to the United Nations
General Assembly Debate on September 24,
Mitchell said that the Covid-19 pandemic
taught the international community the value
of cooperation, timely exchange of information, and sharing of resources.
“Therefore, it is imperative that the matter
of climate change be escalated to the same level
of urgency,” he said.
Mitchell added, “The world must now accept
that the solutions to these problems cannot be
found in this grand Hall, but rather in young
people, who stand to lose the most from the
inaction of the world’s current leaders.”
He called on young people to be agents of
change, rather than victims of climate change.
Mitchell said the small island States of the
Caribbean are already experiencing significant
effects of climate change.
“We watch and wait, with bated breath and
a silent prayer, in the hope that this year it will
not be ‘our turn’,” he said, while reiterating
his call for the scaling up of climate finance
for adaptation, and the removal of challenges
that developing States face to access climate
financing.
He also called for increased technology
development and capacity-building, especially
for young people.
Nationally, he noted that the pandemic
exposed structural weaknesses and resource
deficiencies in his country’s healthcare system.
In addition, the ensuing closure of borders

and stagnation of tourism exacerbated already
high levels of unemployment and poverty.
In this regard, Mitchell said his administration plans to mitigate such circumstances in
the future by diversifying its economy, and
developing information and communications
technologies.
Among Mitchell’s other statements was reiteration of support for the International Court
of Justice’s efforts regarding the border dispute
between Guyana and Venezuela.
In his statement, he reaffirmed Grenada’s
support for the territorial integrity of Guyana,
and called for an end to the imposition of unilateral, coercive measures against Venezuela.
He also noted that the war in Ukraine has
resulted in hardships on nations unconnected
with the conflict, and joined the call for the
Russian Federation to end its war efforts in
Ukraine, and for the parties to negotiate a
peaceful settlement.
He also renewed his call for the Caribbean
to remain a zone of peace, and for Cuba to be
removed from the US List of State Sponsors of
Terrorism.
Further, he said it was regrettable that more
has not been done for Haiti to help it achieve
political stability, peace, and economic progress.
He also stressed that in order for small
island States to eliminate poverty and attain
sustainable levels of development, the vulnerability criteria must be comprehensively
reviewed “as a matter of urgency”.
In this nexus, Mitchell called for a new
multi-dimensional vulnerability index for
Small Island Developing States, which he said
would “eliminate the threat to our economic
development and security”.

Barbados holds talks on supplying ships

Bridgetown – Barbados’ Ministry of operations shifted to Miami, Florida earlier
Tourism and International Transport last this year.
month initiated talks with the large businesses
Said Cummins: “[That is] where the actual
and small operators in a venture that is seeking business is transacted long before ships arrive
to expand local input into supin port… in Barbados. Among
plying the cruise industry.
the things they are charged with
This initiative saw tourism
is the responsibility for increasministry officials meeting with
ing the number of ships’ calls to
the local business community
Barbados, sell our shore excurto discuss the way forward.
sions, create opportunities for
According to Minister
employment for Barbadians, as
of Tourism Senator Lisa
well as ensuring that there are
Cummins, Barbados’ approach
greater opportunities for provito the cruise industry was now
sioning of ships.”
far more commercial and busiWorking together with the
Lisa Cummins
ness-oriented, and its impact
Bridgetown Port, the BTMI
was penetrating the domestic economy more identified items and quantities that were histhan has been the historical norm.
torically imported into Barbados, and which
“There is more to the business of cruise than were then provisioned to the cruise lines. A
cruise passengers walking through the city and local marketplace for these items has since
cruise ships in the port. We have looked at all been established, Cummins noted.
the commercial opportunities that constitute
At last month’s meeting, over 30 businesses
the cruise industry, and designed our interven- sought to agree on what items needed by the
tions accordingly so that Barbados benefits cruise lines could be serviced from Barbados.
from the cruise industry in meaningful ways,” It also highlighted business concerns such as
she said.
duties, Value Added Tax, sanitary and phytosCummins said these interventions were why anitary measures and standards, certifications
the Barbados Tourism Marketing Inc cruise accepted, and price fluctuation of inputs.
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Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.

Click on Ad To Go To Amazon
All Proceeds Go To Charity

LAW OFFICE

General Practice
•
•
•
•
•

Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191

By Appointment Only

150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4
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Better savings start here

RESHMA AUDHO

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

PHOTOGRAPHER

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Tel: 647-237-9816

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com
@tintaleephotography

INST

1201717CN.1

/tintaleephotography

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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zae-a yaÇa
SHOBHA
YATRA

Please come with
family & friends

DIWALI IN SKY - Laser/drone show

FIRST TIME IN NORTH AMERICA

presents

20 2
DIWALI

(PARADE)
starts at

2

SUN 9
OCT

1:00 pm

Free
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F
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From Langstaff GO
Train Sta�on Parking lot
to Vishnu Mandir
(1.6 Km route)

CELEBRATE THE FESTIVAL OF DIWALI WITH US

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2022 | 1 PM onward | VISHNU MANDIR GROUND
Venue: 8640 Yonge St., Richmond Hill, Phone: 905 - 886 - 1724
Major sponsors

Invited Dignitaries:
Rt. Hon. PM Jus�n Trudeau
Hon. Defense Min: Anita Anand
Hon. Premier Doug Ford
Mayors, MP’s and MPP’s

With compliments of

THAKKAR FAMILY
SHANKRACHARYA
CULTURALCENTRE

BARRIE

PRASHER Family
Doobay Family
FIREWORKSSPONSOREDBY

ISKCONMUSKOKA(Huntsvil e)

www.vishnumandir.com

Mela from 1 pm onward

Variety
of
stalls

Ramayan
stage play

Greetings & Ent. 2:30 pm

Mehndi Stall
Kids Rides

Fireworks show at 7:15 pm
FIRST TIME IN NORTH AMERICA

Food & Variety Stalls

DIWALI IN SKY - Laser/Drone show

Clothing & Jewelry Stalls

FIREWORKS SPONSORED BY

ISKCON MUSKOKA (Huntsville)

Live Entertainment

Festival Chairman: Dr B. Doobay

& Mela Co-ordinator: Laj Prasher 416.822.5001
Vendors pl. call : Rani Sethi : 416-930-8853
To volunteer & more info. pl. call:

Janty Ramkumar: 416.879.8805
Radharani Rajaram: 416.732.0604
Parbhat Sood: 647.609.0321
Please join us in the parade starting at 1 PM
from GO Train Station parking lot (10 Red Maple Rd, Richmond Hill)

PKsood

to Vishnu Mandir (about 1.6 km)

Please dress appropriately for cold weather
16

indocaribbeanworld.com | october 5, 2022

www.vishnumandir.com
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No ordinary Joe, he is immortalised in the annals of cricket history
By Dhanpaul Narine
liver Solomon is the grandson of Joe
Solomon. Oliver ran into a stranger
in Manhattan. The man was from
Australia, and the talk turned to cricket.
Oliver explained that he was the grandson
of Joe Solomon. The stranger was pleasantly
surprised.
“There is a big photograph of your
grandfather in Brisbane,” he said.
Joe Solomon is a legend. He has spent his
life promoting the sport he loves. Cricket for
him is life. It gave him fame and the stability
that he needed to find his way.
This son of Port Mourant in Berbice,
Guyana, is known around the world for
his reliability at the wicket, and for being a
dependable bowler. Joe’s mentor is Sir Frank
Worrell, a trailblazer who saw cricket as a
force for Caribbean integration.
Joe recalls that Sir Frank loved to bat with
him, saying, “When we were at the wicket,
Frank said he could relax and take a break. He
knew I would hold up the other end.”
A number of his admirers met recently to
honour Joe, and to talk about the old days.
That was the time when cricket was cricket!
It was when people lined up at 4:00 a.m. to
get into the grounds, when we were glued to
the radio, and woke all night to listen to the
commentaries from Australia.
It was when Ram and Val beat them at
Lords, and Sobers and Kanhai, and Hall and
Griffith, kept us talking for days as to who can
really play!
Joe is of that ilk. His career spanned three
phases. The first was his contribution to Port
Mourant cricket, in which he excelled. This
led him to the second phase, which was at the
inter-territorial level. He made three centuries
for Guyana in his first three appearances,
and that remains a record for the country.

O

Joe with his many citations, & family members, at the event in NY
He was also a reliable spinner. Joe captained
of the game. But spare a thought for
Guyana and distinguished himself as a shrewd photographer Ron Lovitt who captured the
tactician.
final ball for posterity with one exposure left
His achievements propelled him into the
in his camera.
West Indies team, in which he would have
Joe sat with charming humility as the
a date with destiny. This occurred in the
testimonials and proclamations were read to
Brisbane Test in December 1960.
him. He nodded and smiled when the names
Australia required 233 runs to win the Test. rolled off the citations.
They were going good until the drama of the
They were Frank Worrell, Garry Sobers,
last over unfolded. Conrad Hunte threw a
Rohan Kanhai, Clive Lloyd, Wes Hall,
perfect return from the boundary to run out
Peter Lashley, Gerry Alexander, Sonny
Wally Grout. It was then left for Solomon to
Ramadhin, Allan Davidson, Richie Benaud,
add to the excitement. The scores were tied as
Sunil Gavaskar, Hanif Mohamed, Brian
Hall ran in to bowl the final delivery. Lindsay
Lara, Shivnarine Chanderpaul, and Alvin
Kline touched the ball and ran. Joe swooped
Kallicharran, whom Solomon mentored.
from square leg, like an eagle, and ran out Ian
There were messages from Kris Persaud,
Meckiff, with only one stump to aim at.
owner of the Jamaica Tallawahs, Ramnaresh
It resulted in cricket’s first Tied Test, and a
Sarwan, and Joe’s brother, Maurice, who
million fans bidding the team goodbye at the
recalled the happy times in Guyana.
end of the series.
Guyana’s Consul-General to New York,
Joe has been immortalised in the annals
Michael Brotherson, was represented by

Vice-Consul, Nacifa Watson, and Dabi
Sukhnandan.
Watson spoke glowingly of Joe’s
contributions, and wished him well. The
Solomon family was in attendance, and
included Oliver, Alex, Nalini, Nirmala, Anil,
Vinoo, Jean and Nila, and helpers Bibi and
Nadira.
The family is grateful to the Mayor of
New York City, Eric Adams, for recognising
the contributions of Joe with a Citation, as
well as Queens Borough President, Donovan
Richards, and the Councilwoman for District
27, Nantasha Williams, and her Constituent
Liaison Rasha Kadir, for the Proclamations.
The City Council Citation notes that Joe is
one of cricket’s finest gentlemen. He has many
admirers, “that include Dhanpaul Narine,
Ashook Ramsaran, Ralph Tamesh, Clem
Seecharan, Ian McDonald, Maurice Sukhoo,
Mohamed Hack from the office of Queens
Borough President, and many others”.
Professor Clem Seecharan and Ian
McDonald teamed up to produce a book
about Joe that will be launched in London in
October, and in Guyana in November 2022.
Joe is advanced in years. He has many
memories of the glorious game. At the end of
the splendid function, he said the recognition
was one of the happiest days of his life.
Cricketers do not die, neither do they fade.
They sit in a special place and cast a beam of
light on humanity that extends far beyond the
picket fences of the pavilions.
Joe smiles. He remembers the mangoes he
pelted in Port Mourant in Berbice, Guyana.
He closes his eyes and he is in Brisbane. He
has only one stump to aim at. He releases
the ball with unerring accuracy. The bail is
dislodged and the last batsman is out. The Test
is tied. History is made and Joe walks off into
cricket immortality.

DESIGN YOUR FUTURE
Busy on Voting Day?
Vote in advance on
October 7, 8, 9, 14 or 15.

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits

Voting Day is Monday, October 24, 2022.
Visit brampton.ca/bramptonvotes for more information on
the 2022 Municipal and School Board Election, including
voter eligibility, a list of Advance Voting and Voting Day
locations, and to check the Voters’ List.

BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com
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On behalf of the staff and members at
The Carpenters’ Union Local 27 we would like to wish
everyone a...

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

222 Rowntree Dairy Road, Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2
T: 905-652-4140 | www. ubc27.ca |
@carpenters27
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ARTS & LITERATURE

Diaspora Must Reads

Diaspora Must Reads

Ian McDonald: River Dancer New Poems
an McDonald tells us that his new
collection spilled out as “blood emerges
from a cut vein”. This is his sixth
collection in a literary career that continues to
gain strength and recognition.
Now in his 80s, McDonald’s creativity is far
from diminishing, with his latest effort hitting
a new peak of interest and inspiration.
In this latest flowering, McDonald adds
a significant dimension to his work, with
the poems exploring love, sadness, family,
ordinary people, troubles and triumphs, the
places he has known and loved, his wife’s
garden, and the great Essequibo river.
Then there are the joys, bereavements,
and mysteries we all encounter, and the daily
wonders of his long life. There is also a reprise
that articulates his love for wife, Mary.
As he writes, “[Mary] has for long been a
large part of my life. How does one convey
plainly what means nearly everything? What
would a red thing be without the red? Length
and breadth measured without depth? I am
sad that a time must come soon enough when
I will die and leave her. That distils some
of the poetry, even those poems not about

Georgia Brown:
Demise of Cane Field Paradise
he fictional village of Cane Field
Paradise on the eastern-most tip of
Jamaica is dominated by a sugar estate,
the main source of income for its inhabitants.
For nine decades, the sugar factory has
dominated the skyline and daily lives of its
residents; also, employment is guaranteed to
any able-bodied person. The villagers work
hard, and play hard, especially on payday.
Merriment and excitement ensue during
these times of plenty. But then tribulation
arrives when the factory closes.
Demise of Cane Field Paradise is a portrait
and picturesque narrative of the reality of
Jamaican village life. It shifts across the
overarching sugar estate, backbreaking labour,
crop over celebrations, family life, and the
elation of payday.
While fictional, it is born out of fact, and is
a reflection of a once prestigious village whose
future in the modern era is uncertain.
“Georgia’s use of the English language is
truly distinguished. Her choice of words,
use of metaphor, account of events, graphic
portraits – and so much else, come alive

I

T

her. I want her to know what I have felt,
that does not die. The poetry gives shape to
nothingness. I see her now, dancing by the
river we love.”
River Dancer is available at Hansib.

in this truly outstanding narrative,” says
Dr Trevor Munroe, Professor Emeritus of
political science at the University of the West
Indies.
It is available at Hansib here.

Growing up as ‘an obedient servant’ under the Union Jack

T

here have been many things said and written about
the long reign of Queen Elizabeth II after her demise.
There is very little left to be said, or so it seems. At the
age of 77, I am perhaps one of the few folks who witnessed and
remember her coronation in 1953, living as I was in the colony
of British Guiana in South America. At that time the British
Empire was well-distributed around the world over which
she was monarch. England was termed ‘The Mother country’,
which is an anomaly as the parents or
ancestry of many native Guyanese did not
come from England but from Africa, Asia,
Bernard
and other parts of Europe, not to mention
Heydorn
the local Aboriginals.
Born in 1945 in Georgetown, British
Guiana, I was born into a mixed-race family,
my father of mixed races and my mother
was of Portuguese descent. My parents spoke or knew very
little of their ancestry. I was born in one of the colonies of the
British Empire. We knew more about British kings and queens,
knights, soldiers, sailors, and nobility than of our own roots. It
was as if we had fallen out of a coconut tree.
British records described us as ‘Creoles’ who spoke
Creolese, who had to be taught “the Queens’s English”. Having
no past, no present, no future, many of us were made to feel
ashamed or embarrassed about our ‘Creole’ past, and the
‘Creole’ blood that ran in our veins. My father at times pointed
to “the blue blood” that ran in the veins of his arm, alluding
to some “royal” or noble connections! He was a true “royalist”
to the day he died. Through his education and upbringing in
British Guiana, born in 1910, he had all the qualities of a loyal
servant to King and Queen, signing his letters, “Your obedient
servant”. He answered the phone with what he thought was “a
British accent”, if it was somebody he wanted to impress.
This was the most efficient method for the British Empire
to survive, flourish, and spread, from sea to shining sea. In
this way, the Victorian Age, in all its pretentiousness and
contradictions, was faithfully transplanted to the colonies
and adopted by both masters and servants, imprinting in
generations of colonials the psyche of “castaways”. These
experiences are carried in my autobiographical novel, Walk
Good Guyana Boy (1993).
Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation in 1953 did not fall on deaf
ears in the colonies. I was a schoolboy in New Amsterdam.
Such notable events left an indelible mark by a celebration,
time off from school, a visit to the cinema to view a British
Newsreel of Royal events, the waving of flags (the Union Jack),
and the like. This was a welcome respite from the boredom of
classes and “licks like peas” (caning) on those pupils, reluctant
to learn, much of which was conducted in a rote memory
fashion, accompanied by the “wild cane”. One memorable
Royal visit to British Guiana was that of Princess Margaret,
sister of the Queen, in 1958. The streets of Georgetown, the
capital, were decorated with flags, bunting, and so many lights,
my father called it a “New York”, although he had never seen
New York.
The globe and maps in school in those days were coloured
with red areas, depicting the British Empire around the
world. The British Commonwealth, as it was called, is now
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significantly reduced. As it turned out, “Massa day done!”
God”. My father’s disappointment was palpable when I left the
As stated in The Royal Readers school books, Book 2, 1883,
RAF under training and returned to British Guiana, after a
the Preface states “to the English speaking race, the Baltic
short stay.
is the great fountain of folklore. Happily we can there find
I have seen in person Queen Elizabeth II when she visited
exquisite imagination combined with pure morals and with
the University of the West Indies in Trinidad in 1986 where I
robust manhood”. It continues, “Christmas calls up before the
was on Faculty as a Research Fellow. I have seen in person the
memory, not the sad, weeping skies of milder climates, but the
Duke of Edinburgh in England when he arrived by helicopter
keen, bracing air, the music of the sleigh-bells, the treasureto the camp that I was in at the RAF, to present the Duke of
trove of St Nicholas. There is thus a peculiar Edinburgh Award to deserving recruits. I was not one of the
propriety in bringing our children into
awardees. I have seen Princess Margaret when she visited
contact with that wonderful old Fatherland
British Guiana in Georgetown in 1958.
from which the British Empire has inherited
The kings and queens from the Victorian era to the present
so much”. This about says it all.
time have tried to stay out of politics. They enjoyed great
There is no need to say more...
wealth and privilege, and still do. Queen Elizabeth reportedly
It was under this system of education that did what she was trained and told to do. They seem to live
my father was brought up. He told us stories long lives, the Queen mother to 101, the Duke of Edinburgh
from The Royal Readers, such as, The
to 99, and the Queen herself to 96.
Skater and the Wolves Book 5. It told
The disgraced former president of the
a story of a skater in the Canadian
US Donald Trump took his family to
winter, wandering far from his home,
England to meet the Queen and they
chased by hungry wolves, desperately
were reportedly all impressed by what
trying to reach home. This is a story I
they saw. Trump himself perhaps had
remember to this day, set in a foreign
the idea of setting up his own kingdom
land, in which I have since made my
in the US when he tried to steal the last
home. Ironically, The Royal Readers
Presidential elections.
were the standard reading texts in
British law and jurisprudence, the
England, and the British Empire in
Civil Service, and other practices still
countries like Canada, Australia,
exist in some shape or form in some
British Guiana, and the Caribbean.
countries. The Commonwealth has
Note the name The Royal Readers. It
shrunk. I suspect that my generation
was later followed by the Nelson West
may be the last to see a Queen in
Indian Readers in British Guiana and
England. Changes have been made.
the Caribbean.
The Queen was paying taxes... Divorce
We were all reading on the same
is more common. Commoners are
page, as the British Empire put out
marrying into royalty, causing some
its message across the globe. Where
inroads into “the Firm”. Buckingham
is West Indian history, West Indian
Palace in London is a big tourist
literature, West Indian folk tales, West
attraction. Although closely guarded,
Indian language, West Indian culture,
one intruder did manage to get into
West Indian people and characters in
the palace and sit on the Queen’s bed
our education? “We pass fuh grass!”,
and have a conversation with her. I am
as some might say. Personally, I took
not sure if she ordered a cup of tea for
The Royal Readers Book 5 – The him. My father was determined to visit
a particular interest in history, and
Skater & the Wolves
passed History as a General Certificate
Buckingham palace before he died, and
of Education subject at both Ordinary and Advanced levels.
It was only in the Special Paper of the Advanced level that
I selected The Voyages of Discovery to discover what was
happening in the other parts of the world and the conquering
exploits by the British and other Empire building European
countries.
Later, my father was very proud to have one of his children
leave British Guiana, as I did in 1961 to join the Royal Air
Force at the age of 16 as an Aircraft Apprentice. As a result, I
took an oath “to swear by Almighty God that I will be faithful
and bear true diligence to her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the
Second, Her Heirs and Successors in Person, Crown and
Dignity, against all enemies, and will observe and obey all
orders of Her Majesty, Her Heirs and Successors... so help me

he did.
Many have suffered at the hands of the British Empire,
such as the native people of Canada, who ironically fought on
the side of the British in the War of 1812 in Canada, against
the Americans. The colonial system brainwashed and made
servants of many of us. My father often said, “Ah wuk fuh the
King (Queen)”; as a Civil Servant he was paid a pittance to
support a family of nine. Prejudice was, and still is, rampant.
This has been passed on to children, to other generations in
England, in Canada, the Caribbean, and in the former colonies
of the Empire. However, as Bob Dylan sang, “The times,
they are a changing”. God save the Queen (King) may not be
around for much longer. If the creeks don’t rise and the sun
still shines I’ll be talking to you.
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Rowley appeals to T&T
after gas price increase

Business leaders met last week to discuss the govt’s latest fiscal package – from left, Advance Foam
Limited MD Amjad Ali, TTMA Pesident Tricia Coosal, finance minister Colm Imbert, EY Country managing
partner Pria Narinesingh, & trade minister Paula Gopee-Scoon

Businesses happy, nationals give thumbs-down
Port-of-Spain – While big businesses endorsed the govern- collecting mechanism, stressing the importance of widening the
ment’s [TT] $57 billion budget for 2022-2023, at the same time tax net as opposed to further burdening the already compliant
it was greeted with disappointment by nationals across Trinidad population of the country.”
and Tobago, the media reported last week.
The Energy Chamber was also pleased with fiscal measures
According to the reports, Finance Minister Colm Imbert’s in the budget relating to its sector.
fiscal plan for the next 12 months saw unified but separate
Said the Chamber, “The reductions in the Supplemental
responses of endorsement from the American Chamber of Petroleum Tax rates for new wells in marine fields, and the
Commerce Trinidad and Tobago, the Trinidad and Tobago extension and expansion of the changes introduced in 2020 for
Manufacturers Association, and the Energy Chamber.
small onshore producers, are welcomed, and will help the ecoHowever, the response was a collective thumbs-down nomics of new investments in oil projects.”
from nationals on the streets in Scarborough, Tobago, and in
The Chamber has been calling for this change for more than
Trinidad’s cities of Port-ofa decade.
Spain and San Fernando.
“This change represents
Commenting on the
the first major adjustment
increase in the cost for fuel,
for offshore oil producers.
the AmchamTT declared
The changes will also help
that the budgeted gas price
create greater investor interwas reasonable given the
est in the ongoing onshore
current climate. Imbert
bid round,” it said.
clearly tried to balance sevMeanwhile, on the streets
eral considerations, it noted.
of Trinidad and Tobago,
AmchamTT also welmany nationals indicated
comed several other buddispleasure with the 2022get initiatives, including
2023 budget.
the reduction in tax rates
According to the reports,
designed to stimulate
the media approached
upstream oil and gas pronationals on the streets, who
duction; reduction in taxes Union workers protest the govt’s four percent wage
were asked to comment on
for financial technology increase offer in PoS last week
the government’s latest fiscal
companies; and the financial service hub.
package.
“We are pleased [the government] would be implementing
Said Roger Khan: “This is the worst budget in the history of
feed-in tariffs, and is moving towards implementing a renew- Trinidad. Everything raise, bhai; I fed up [with the government].
able energy policy. We believe this would not only reduce How much you feel that income tax break will work out to?
demand for the scarce natural gas to generate electricity, but the Maybe a couple hundred.”
renewable energy policy would assist us in reaching our Paris
A civil servant, Carol Lakhan, told the media: “The fuel rise
agreement targets. We would like to hear concrete timelines for is a killer. As it is, I paying enough to come to town every day
these during the budget debate,” AmchamTT said in a release.
– it is [TT] $80 a week now. I can’t make any adjustment to my
AmchamTT said it looked forward to the operationalisation transport, I have to come to work. Food prices are too much. To
of the special economic zone legislation, and the rollout of the be honest, we working on a 2013 salary, and everything gone up
developers’ hub. It also endorsed the effort to develop Software since then. It is hard to survive. That four percent offer cannot
as a Service for the government sector.
be fair. Everything gone up; our spending power is less now, and
Said AmchamTT: “This software also has the potential to the salary remains the same.”
be exported, and the hub could incubate smaller technology
Another national, Shenica Grant, said, “I vex because everycompanies. The identification of specific initiatives to support thing gone up. It not making sense living in Trinidad again. You
the transition to a cashless society, and to remove the friction of working just to go to work. Light bill gone up; gas gone up. Just
transacting business with the government, are also likely to have now you have to walk with your wheels in your hand.”
a positive impact.”
Aaron Small said, “Everything in the budget was disappointTTMA head Tricia Coosal was also supportive, saying the ing, because the most you hear is everything going up.”
budget would boost local businesses by assisting in the ease of
An employee with Royal Castle, Mekida Roach said, “The
doing business. However, she also urged a continuation of VAT budget is foolishness. It don’t make any sense, because salary is
refunds, even as she welcomed new government initiatives.
still the same and everything just raising.”
Said Coosal in a release, “The importance of ensuring the
Roach was also concerned with the rise in the price of gas,
ease of doing business was once again stressed by the minister declaring that it would soon be costlier to commute, even as
via the pledge of digitisation though the strengthening of the salaries remained the same.
single electronic window, and implementation of the electronic
That gas was now costlier was prominent in the minds of
fund transfer framework to allow businesses to make payments commuters last week, with the media reporting feedback from
to the government by the business community.”
the streets of Port-of-Spain and in east Trinidad indicating resShe added, “TTMA has advocated for a more efficient tax- ignation to a fate of yet another increase in taxi fares.

18

indocaribbeanworld.com |

Port-of-Spain – Nationals in Trinidad and Tobago were last
week called upon to not “misbehave” by Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley following the government increasing the price for
fuel yet again.
Instead, Rowley appealed to nationals to understand that the
government continues to do its “very best to ensure that you get
the very best out of a difficult situation”.
Rowley added there were external factors that affected
Trinidad and Tobago’s energy and fuel prices, and that the government had taken steps to “soften” the blow on the population.
According to Rowley, the
2022-2023 Budget delivered
by Finance Minister Finance
Minister Colm Imbert last
week was “the best” so far. He
also noted there were bigger
deficits in past budgets, and
that the government had had
to borrow to pay backpay to
public servants during its first
year in office.
Rowley said he had noted
comments by the Opposition
over the increased gas prices,
Keith Rowley
but stated there were other
countries where energy and fuel were not subsidised.
He also stated that the previous government had in one year
paid up to [TT] $14 billion to maintain the prior fuel subsidy.
Rowley also revealed that Trinidad and Tobago was benefitting from increased oil prices in 2022. However, he declared that
the government had decided it would not expend that benefit
on subsidies.
He also addressed the growing complaints over price increases to the air and sea bridge transport fares to Tobago.
According to Rowley, the bridge service was a costly one to
operate, even as he fielded questions over the introduction of a
$25 fare for pensioners on the inter-island ferry service.
Noting that the government had purchased two new ferries,
Rowley said the vessels were still being paid for through loans.
Said Rowley, “Yes, they are pensioners, but the trips are infinite in amount and they go up and down for no reason.”
He said the service still carried a [TT] $170 million subsidy,
and the $25 fare should not be beyond the means of most pensioners. However, if the fare was challenging, then pensioners
must “think twice about going [to] Tobago four times”.

Cudjoe hits out at negative
rhetoric from budget critics

Port-of-Spain – Critics of the Trinidad and Tobago’s National
Budget 2022-2023 were last week chided by sport minister
Shamfa Cudjoe, who claimed the government continues to
support nationals with a secure safety net despite some among
them having not worked a day in their lives.
And while Cudjoe did not directly reference the government’s latest cut in gas subsidies with an increase in cost for gas,
she said there had been “lots of negative rhetoric about we having to walk everywhere now”.
Noting what was taking
place in Barbados and Jamaica,
Cudjoe said that while Trinidad
and Tobago still had some
cheese, nationals in the other
two jurisdictions had to settle
for chalk.
“Chalk and cheese,” she
thundered with vexation.
She added, “There are difficult decisions to make, but we
march on so that the daughShamfa Cudjoe
ter of a labourer can become
a doctor or the son of a fisherman can become a pilot. We in
government have held on to our commitment for free quality
education.”
However, she could not help but lament that nationals wanted everything right away and without making sacrifices.
Said Cudjoe: “Everyone wants everything for nothing, and
we all want the good life right now, but people right now don’t
even have proper savings for themselves, and far less for their
children. Why is it so hard to sacrifice?”
According to Cudjoe, she grew up with a large family in
her Tobago household, saying when she turned 12 she stopped
getting milk in her tea, as it was given to the younger sibling
coming up behind.
Her parents “made it work”, she said.
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Govt’s budget plan will bring more hardship – Persad-Bissessar
Port-of-Spain – The fiscal measures introduced last week by Finance Minister Colm
Imbert, particularly the increase in the cost
of fuel, will bring more hardship and pressure
into the lives of Trinidad and Tobago nationals, Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
said last week.
Persad-Bissessar was commenting on
the 2022-2023 Budget that was presented in
Parliament last week.
Speaking to the media following the presentation, she described Imbert as a “snake
oil salesman” who had placed Trinidad and
Tobago’s economy on its “death bed”.
She added that Imbert’s measures would
lead to an escalation in the price of basically
everything, including food.
Imbert spent four hours delivering “fluff,
lies, and repeated broken promises” PersadBissessar said. Also, there was an absence of
“strategic thinking” in the economic management of Trinidad and Tobago.
She also noted that fuel prices had skyrock-

Kamla Persad-Bissessar
eted over the past seven years.
According to Persad-Bissessar, when the
PNM was elected to office in the general election of September 7, 2015, the price of super

Traffic heading into T&T’s capital, Port-of-Spain

Work-from-home comment vexes nationals
Port-of-Spain – The comment by Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley that Trinidad and
Tobago is not ready for a “major work-fromhome policy” left some nationals irritated, with
many expressing disappointment on social
media.
Following the Budget presentation last
week, Rowley said: “I don’t know that we are
sufficiently prepared for that to be a major
initiative, largely because it requires certain
technical infrastructure and a certain level
of discipline. Some people not even working
[while] in the office, so we have to be careful
how we talk about that.”
At the time, he was responding to questions
by the media following yet another increase in
the price of gas on whether the government
was considering a work-from-home policy.
Rowley’s comment last week was in stark
contrast to his PNM’s manifesto for the 2020
general election that listed reduced traffic and
the implementation of work-from-home practices as reasons to vote for the party.
According to the manifesto, “The PNM
will support and facilitate remote working and
work-from-home (policies) in both the public
and the private sector. The reduced burden on
the working population will have a positive
influence on community and family life.”
However, Rowley did note that in the private
sector, and if working from home “happens to
be useful”, then the government would not be
opposed to such a change.
However, he added that the government
had “not really embarked upon that as a major
initiative”, adding, “We still expect people to be
at the workplace.”
Many nationals were disappointed with
Rowley’s comments, with others expressing
irritation on social media.
Rowley’s comments were “the most disgusting utterances”, said one national, Ahmed
Nicholls.
Said Nicholls: “He is showing no regard to
what the average citizen faces, the amount of

time we spend in traffic, the amount of money
we spend in fuel – which is going to increase
because of the removal of the subsidy – and
not only is it insensitive, it really shows that
politicians just don’t care about the lives of an
average citizen.”
Clearly irritated, Nicholls said it was further insulting that Rowley seemed to ignore
the effectiveness of work-from-home policies
applied during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, a policy that he later “rescinded without
any plausible explanation”.
One public sector employee told the media,
“I understand [Rowley’s] concern for the stereotypical ‘Trini mentality’, but… as a country
[we] were forced into [the] electronic age by an
actual pandemic, and managed to come out the
other end with relative success. Isn’t this what
the digital transformation initiative is about?”
Additionally, “It’s not a matter of starting
from scratch, but more building on what’s
already been proven to work, for better. A lot of
work that is done requires nothing more than
a computer and working Internet by both parties. Re-engage the work-from-home in steps
if need be. We survived a pandemic at home, a
fuel hike should not be more difficult to facilitate in that way.”
According to comments by another national, Ximena Lama-Rondón, “We did workfrom-home for two years already. You can’t ask
people to ‘rethink how they use fuel’ in one
second, and then deny them a way to cut their
consumption in half the next.”
Another commentator indicated disappointment with the government, saying, “To
use work-from-home initiatives as part of their
manifesto to get the young voters’ attention, to
then now say that this is something that cannot
be inputted, is a slap in the face.”
Also, “It worked during the pandemic, so
why can’t it work now? If the few bad employees are the problem, then they must work
on weeding out these people who have poor
productivity.”
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gasoline was [TT] $2.70 per litre, with diesel at
$1.50 per litre.
She also said that filling the tank of a Nissan
Tiida in 2015 was $121. With the new increases
in the cost of gas, to do so today would cost
$270.
“This budget ignores the current harsh
realities of the devastating effects of national
financial, economic, and social decline currently occurring. It provides no cogent strategic policy prescriptions to halt the ongoing
economic contraction by generating new revenue streams,” she said.
Persad-Bissessar added that with such a
trajectory, it appears that the government was
setting the groundwork for the International
Monetary Fund to enter Trinidad and Tobago.
She also stated that increased fuel prices will

further raise the cost of living and food prices.
“The minister has boasted that the population have not rioted yet, so the feelings of the
people remain unheard. I want to quote the
great Martin Luther King, when he said, ‘A
riot is the language of the unheard’. Last year
I warned about the poverty virus sweeping the
country. Yet my opinions and warnings regarding the feelings of the poor remain unheard
and unheeded by this government,” PersadBissessar said, adding that Imbert’s budget will
only hasten Trinidad and Tobago’s decline into
chaos and disorder.
“I serve a warning to those who choose to be
wilfully ignorant and continue jamming, while
ignoring the feelings of the poor. This budget
sets the stage for dangerous times ahead,” she
said.

Port-of-Spain – Two iconic events celebrated by Hindus in Trinidad and Tobago are
returning to centre stage following a two-year
absence due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Last week the groups coordinating Diwali
observations at the Divali Nagar, and the staging of Ramleela, indicated that both festivals
had returned for in-person attendance.
Last week the National Council for Indian
Culture announced the nine day Divali Nagar
event would start on October 15 and run until
October 23.
NCIC’s public
relations
officer Surujdeo
Mangaroo said
the
Nagar’s
board and its
president, Shri
Sahadeo Partap,
were “pleased”
to announce the
staging of the
34th annual Divali Nagar.
Mangaroo said the Nagar was now a “national, and probably, an international institution
in terms of its total representation, glamour,
originality, and content”.
In a release, officials from the Nagar said,
“The year 2022 has given us all the muchlonged-for opportunity to stage a full-fledged
Divali Nagar once again.”
Among the highlights at this year is the
dance competition, which takes place on
October 19. The youth champ competition will
follow on October 21.
“In addition, the folk theatre will showcase
some of our folk traditions,” Mangaroo said.
Mangaroo also revealed that the NCIC has
fielded requests to become consultants to several Caribbean and North American communities seeking to know more about the organisation and its annual show.
“Hundreds of tourists from Canada, [the

US, the UK]… Guyana, Suriname, Holland,
India, and a network of diaspora countries
in Africa, Asia, and the Pacific nations are
expected to come for the event,” he said.
According to Mangaroo, the NCIC’s “flagship event has been able to foster further ethnic
unity” in Trinidad and Tobago. He added that
other countries have since taken a page from
Trinidad and Tobago’s social, religious, and
cultural disposition.
Said Mangaroo: “Divali Nagar has grown to
be a huge economic and business enterprise,
with over 80
large, medium,
and small enterprises participating locally,
[as well as] the
Caribbean and
India, among
other places.”
The Divali Nagar also provides employment
for scores of people from the ground level,
as well as entertainers, orchestras, musicians,
tassa drummers, stage, and security personnel.
Meanwhile, Ramleela celebrations returned
last weekend to many recreation grounds
across Trinidad.
However, the events were having difficulty
accessing funding from both the private sector and the State, which was contributing to
scaled-down celebrations.
According to the President of the First
Felicity Ramleela and Cultural Group, and public relations officer of the National Ramleela
Council, Sundar Jookoo, the smaller groups
were encountering challenges in staging their
events due to a lack of funding.
Jookoo blamed the government’s bureaucracy, claiming that the procedures and criteria
for applying for funding were proving to be a
challenge for the smaller groups.

Divali Nagar, Ramleela return

Fiery finale to a Ramleela event in central Trinidad
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Madhubala’s legacy of talent sees her well-loved & revered even today

M

adhubala’s name is pretty much synonymous with
She did have aspirations to appear in more prestigious films
Bollywood. Born on February 14, 1933, she is
with challenging roles, Bimal Roy’s Biraj Bahu (1954) being a
regarded as one of the most beautiful, talented, and
case in point. Having read the novel, Madhubala was desperate
influential personalities of Indian cinema. She is known as
to secure the lead in the film adaptation.
the “Marilyn Monroe of Bollywood” (because we always need
Assuming she would command her market price (one of
a Western comparison to understand the magnitude of the
the highest), Bimal Roy passed her over in favour of a thensuccess of South Asians).
struggling Kamini Kaushal. When Madhubala learned that
An icon of the Golden Age of Bollywood (1940-1960),
price was a factor in her losing the part, she lamented the fact,
Madhubala is well-loved and revered even today. In 2018, The
and said she would have performed in the film for a fee of one
New York Times published a belated obituary, and in 2019,
rupee.
Google commemorated her 86th birthday with a Doodle.
Madhubala ascended to the top of the industry. Her co-stars
Madhubala was born Mumtaz Begum Jehan Dehlavi in New at the time were the most popular of the period: Ashok Kumar,
Delhi, India, to a Muslim family. She was the fifth child among Raj Kapoor, Rehman, Pradeep Kumar, Shammi Kapoor, Dilip
11, to a conservative Pathan couple.
Kumar, Sunil Dutt, and Dev Anand.
After her father Ataullah Khan lost his job at the Imperial
Madhubala also appeared alongside many notable leading
Tobacco Company in Peshawer, the family endured many
ladies of the time, including Kamini Kaushal, Suraiya, Geeta
hardships, including the deaths of four of Madhubala’s
Bali, Nalini Jaywant, and Nimmi.
sisters and her two brothers. In search of a better life for his
The directors she worked with were amongst the most
impoverished family, her father relocated them to Mumbai.
prolific and respected: Mehboob Khan (Amar), Guru Dutt (Mr.
Young Mumtaz entered the movie industry at the age of nine.
& Mrs. ’55), Kamal Amrohi (Mahal), and K. Asif (MughalHer first movie Basant (1942)
e-Azam). She also ventured into
was a box-office success. She
production and made the film
played the daughter of the
Naata (1955), in which she also
popular actress Mumtaz Shanti.
acted.
She went on to act in several
During the 1950s, Madhubala
movies as a child artist. Actress
proved herself a versatile
Devika Rani was impressed by
performer in starring roles, in
her performances and potential,
almost every genre of film. She
and advised her to assume the
was the archetypal lady fair in
name Madhubala, and soon
the popular swashbuckler, Badal
garnered a reputation as a reliable
(1951), and was next seen as an
professional performer.
uninhibitted village belle in Tarana
Her first break came when
(1951). She was convincing as
producer Kidar Sharma cast
the traditional ideal of Indian
her opposite Raj Kapoor in Neel
womanhood in Sangdil (1952),
Kamal (1947) at age 14.
and was well-received in a comic
Over the next two years, she
performance as the spoilt heiress,
blossomed into a captivating
Anita, in Guru Dutt’s classic satire
beauty. After her lead role in
Mr. & Mrs. ’55 (1955).
Bombay Talkies production Mahal
In 1956 she had success in
(1949), Madhubala attained
historical costume dramas such
immense popularity. She upstaged
as Shirin-Farhad, and Raj-Hath.
her seasoned co-star Ashok
Equally successful in contemporary
Kumar in that movie. The movie
characterisations, she was
Madhubala
and its song Aayega Aanewala
memorable in a double role in
heralded the arrival of two new superstars: Madhubala, and
the social film Kal Hamara Hai (1959). Madhubala played the
playback singer Lata Mangeshkar.
cigarette smoking dancer Bella, and her more conventional
Madhubala was found to have a heart problem after she
saintly sister Madhu.
coughed up blood in 1950. It was discovered that she was born
Suddenly in the mid-1950s her films, even major ones like
with a ventricular septal defect, commonly known as a “hole in Mehboob Khan’s Amar (1954), fared so badly commercially
the heart”. At the time, heart surgery was not widely available.
that she was labelled “Box Office Poison”. She turned her career
Madhubala hid her illness from the movie industry for
around in 1958, with a string of hit films: Howrah Bridge,
many years, but one incident was widely reported by the media opposite Ashok Kumar in the unusual role of an Anglo-Indian
in 1954: she was filming in Madras for S.S. Vassan’s Bahut Din
Cabaret singer, embroiled in Calcutta’s Chinatown underworld.
Huwe when she vomited blood on the set. Vassan and his wife
She made a big impact with a daring (for that time)
took care of her until she was well again. She continued to
Westernised image, with her cascading locks, deep cut blouses,
work, and established herself as an A-grade star.
fitted Capri pants, and tailored Chinese dresses. Madhubala’s
Madhubala’s family was extremely protective of her because
sensuous torch song from the film, Aye Meherebaan, dubbed
of her health problem. When filming at the studios, she would
by Asha Bhosle, was a popular hit with audiences.
eat only home-prepared food, and drink water only from a
Howrah Bridge was followed by Phagun opposite Bharat
specific well in order to minimise risks of infection. For most
Bhushan, Kalapani opposite Dev Anand, the perennial hit
of the 1950s, she performed successfully despite her illnesss.
Chalti Ka Naam Gaadi opposite her husband-to-be, Kishore
In the early 1950s as Madhubala became one of the most
Kumar, and Barsaat Ki Raat (1960), opposite Bharat Bhushan
sought-after actresses in India, she also attracted interest from
again.
Hollywood. She appeared in many American magazines such
In 1960, she consolidated these successes, and her super-star
as Theatre Arts. In their August 1952 issue, Madhubala was
status, when she went on to appear in the epic mega-budget
featured in an extensive article with a full page photo. The
historical, Mughal-e-Azam. This film is widley perceived to be
piece was entitled: The Biggest Star in the World (And She’s Not
the crowning glory of her career, and perhaps the decade of
in Beverly Hills). It presented the actress as a mysterious and
film-making in India.
ethereal woman of mythical beauty with a legion of fans.
Madhubala had a long affair with actor and frequent co-star
During this period, on a trip to Mumbai and its film
Dilip Kumar. They first met on the sets of Jwar Bhata (1944),
studios, the American filmmaker Frank Capra was pampered
and worked together again in the film Har Singaar (1949),
and hosted by the elite of the Hindi movie industry. But the
which was never completed or released. It was two years later
one star he really wanted to meet was conspicuously absent –
during the filming of Tarana (1951), that their off-screen
Madhubala. A meeting to discuss an opening for Madhubala
relationship began. They also became a popular romantic
in Hollywood was proposed by Capra, but Madhubala’s father
screen team appearing in a total of four films together.
declined, and put an emphatic end to her potential Hollywood
Madhubala was known for keeping a low profile, never
film career.
making public appearances (with the exception of the premiere
Madhubala had many successful films following Mahal.
for the film Bahut Din Huwe in 1954), and she rarely gave
With pressure to secure herself and her family financially, she
interviews.
acted in as many as 24 films in the first four years of her adult
Film media often speculated over her personal life and
career.
romantic liaisons, and Dilip Kumar was repeatedly mentioned.
Critics at the time commented that Madhubala’s beauty was
These rumours were confirmed with a bold and rare public
greater than her acting ability. This was in part due to careless
appearance during their courtship in 1955. Madhubala was
choices in film roles. She accepted work in any film, causing
escorted by Dilip Kumar for the premiere of his film Insaniyat
her credibility as an actress to be seriously compromised, for
(1955), a film with which she had no other association. By
which she later expressed regret.
attending the premiere officially escorted by Dilip Kumar, they
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publicly acknowledged their relationship.
Madhubala’s romance with Kumar lasted five years, between
1951 and 1956. Their association was ended following a highly
controversial and widely-publicised court case. B.R. Chopra,
the director of the film that Madhubala and Dilip Kumar were
then starring in – Naya Daur (1957) – wanted the unit to
travel to Bhopal for an extended outdoor shooting.
Ataullah Khan objected, and even claimed that the
entire Bhopal schedule was a ruse to give Dilip Kumar the
opportunity to romance his daughter. Finally, Chopra sued
Madhubala for the cash advance she received from him for a
film she now had no intention of completing. He also replaced
her with South Indian actress Vyjayanthimala.
Madhubala obediently supported her father despite
her commitment to Dilip Kumar. Kumar testified against
Madhubala and Ataullah Khan in favour of the director B.R.
Chopra in open court. Madhubala lost the case against her and
her father amid much negative publicity. She and Dilip Kumar
were effectively separated at that point.
She met her husband, actor and playback singer, Kishore
Kumar during the filming of Chalti Ka Naam Gaadi (1958),
and Jhumroo (1961). At the time he was married to the Bengali
singer and actress Ruma Guha Thakurta. After his divorce,
because Kishore Kumar was Hindu and Madhubala Muslim,
they had a civil wedding ceremony in 1960.
His parents refused to attend. The couple also had a Hindu
ceremony to please Kumar’s parents, but Madhubala was never
truly accepted as his wife. Within a month of her wedding she
moved back to her bungalow in Bandra because of tension
in the Kumar household. They remained married, but under
great strain for the remainder of Madhubala’s life.
The film Mughal-e-Azam marked what many consider to
be her greatest and definitive characterisation as the doomed
courtesan Anarkali. Director K. Asif, unaware of the extent
of Madhubala’s illness, required long and grueling shooting
schedules that made heavy physical demands on her. Whether
it was posing as a veiled statue in suffocating make-up for
hours under the sweltering studio lights, or being shackled
with heavy chains. From 1951 through to 1959 Madhubala
invested her best efforts into Mughal-e-Azam.
Post-1956 and her separation from Dilip Kumar, the film’s
remaining intimate romantic scenes were filmed under much
tension and strain between Madhubala and her now estranged
co-star. This emotionally and physically taxing experience is
widely perceived as a major factor in her subsequent decline in
health and premature death.
On 5 August 1960, Mughal-e-Azam was released and
became the biggest grossing film at that time, a record that
went unbroken for 15 years until the release of the film Sholay
in 1975. She received some recognition as a serious actress
when she was nominated for a Filmfare Award.
In 1960, Madhubala hit the peak of her career and
popularity with the release of back-to-back blockbusters
Mughal-e-Azam and Barsaat Ki Raat. She was offered strong,
author-backed roles, but her deteriorating health did not
permit her to enjoy this period as an actress.
At this point Madhubala became so ill that she could
not accept any new films, or even complete her existing
assignments. In the biography by Khatija Akbar, her frequent
co-star Dev Anand recalled: “She was so robust and full of life
and energy. She was always laughing and enjoyed her work.
One could never conceive she was seriously ill. Then one day
out of the blue she just disappeared...”.
She did have intermittent releases in the early 1960s. Some
of these, like Jhumroo (1961), Half Ticket (1962), and Sharabi
(1964), even performed above average at the box-office.
However, most of her other films in this period were marred
by her absence in later portions on account of her illness.
In 1960, Madhubala sought treatment in London as her
condition deteriorated. Complicated heart surgery was in
its infancy and offered her some hope of a cure. After an
examination the doctors there refused to operate, convinced
her chances of surviving the procedure were minimal. Their
advice was that she should rest and avoid over-exertion, and
predicted that she could live for another year. Knowing her
death was imminent, Madhubala returned to India, but defied
the predictions by living for another nine years.
When acting was clearly no longer an option, Madhubala
turned her attention to film making. In 1969 she was set
to make her directorial debut with a film named Farz aur
Ishq. However the film was never made, as during the preproduction stages, Madhubala finally succumbed to her illness
and died on February 23, 1969, shortly after her 36th birthday.
She was buried with her diary at Santa Cruz Muslim
cemetery by her family and husband Kishore Kumar.
Madhubala’s tomb was beautifully carved in pure marble and
bore ayats from the Koran, as well as verses dedicated to her.
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Soul-satisfying roles for Nagarjuna

W

hen it comes to Hindi films, veteran actor
Nagarjuna says he always looks for an experience
that satisfies his soul, and it is the reason he took up
Brahmastra Part One: Shiva after many years of absence from
Bollywood.
The actor returns to Hindi cinema after close to two
decades with a cameo appearance in the Ayan Mukerjidirected fantasy adventure epic, led by Ranbir Kapoor and Alia
Bhatt.
Said Nagarjuna: “I was getting incredible roles. (But) I am
kind of a home bird. I like to live in Hyderabad. I always did
very special roles in Bollywood. Whatever I have done right
from the beginning, it was important for me to entertain
people. All the roles that I did come looking for me, I never
(went for them).”
He added, “Here working in Bollywood, I look at it for
experience and soul satisfaction, as they call it, and doing roles
which are not on my shoulders. It has always been like that.”
At 63 year, he has acted in Bollywood movies like Shiva,
Khuda Gawah, Criminal, and Zakhm. His last release was J.P.
Dutta’s 2003 war drama LOC: Kargil.
In Brahmastra, which has raised over Rs300 crore in gross
box office collection worldwide since its release on September
9, Nagarjuna features as an artist named Anish Shetty, who
holds the power of the ‘Nandi Astra’.
The film is the first in a planned trilogy, which will
mark the beginning of a new cinematic universe, titled The
Astraverse.
Nagarjuna said he chose to do this film because he saw it
as a “rare opportunity” that came at a time when there is a
growing exchange of talent across various film industries in
India.
“A film like Brahamastra is the right opportunity. The
bridges have opened up, and so everyone is going everywhere.
And India has become one industry, and that is how it should
be because Indian people love films and cricket. I am so happy
that this film helped the industry grow, and actors are getting
to do different roles in different languages,” he added.
Nagarjuna recalled that Mukerji offered him Brahmastra in
2018, but he had a condition before accepting the role.
“When I was told Ayan wants me to play a role in his film, I
said, ‘Sure; but what am I going to be doing in a film like that?’

And I won’t do it if it doesn’t
work for me. It is not about
the length, it has to work for
me in my heart.”
He added, “Ayan came to
Hyderabad and explained
the whole thing and he
had got a book, like a little
comic book, every frame
was done. Every page of the
book was there, nothing
less; nothing more.”
Nagarjuna
What got Nagarjuna
most interested in Brahamstra was that it took him back to his
days of watching mythological shows on television.
He reminisced that he grew up watching Ramayana, and
Mahabharata, and a lot of folklore films.
“I had seen in Maharabharata where they had used these
astras in the war, and that interested me. I also read a lot of
Chitra Katha comics when I was young. When he was telling
me all these things, I was happy that somebody in India is
making this. It took me back to all those memories. And it
didn’t take long for me to say yes,” he said.
Shooting for the movie, loaded with visual effects,
Nagarjuna said it turned out to be a unique experience as
he had to keep his imagination open whenever his character
exhibited his superpowers.
“For a sequence, Ayan said there will be some kind of charge
forming around me, the eyes will become blue. And as I am
running, I need to build up my speed as there will be a bull
rising from the ground behind me. He explained all of this,” he
said.
Asked about the many fan theories surrounding his
character, including a plea for a spin-off movie, Nagarjuna said
the project has not been discussed yet.
“I am glad people have liked the character, which came at
the right time in the film, and hence it was so impactful,” he
added.
RRR director S.S. Rajamouli presents the movie in Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam languages.
Nagarjuna said he has been waiting for an opportunity to
collaborate with Rajamouli.
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Relatively speaking – nepotism
took off in Bollywood post-2000

F

ilmmaker Vivek Agnihotri, who often speaks
about nepotism and other malpractices prevalent
in Bollywood, has recently stated that nepotism in
Bollywood has flourished largely after 2000. He has stated that
before 2000, most of the actors were outsiders and self-made
people, but now their children have taken over and they have
closed the doors of opportunities for outsiders.
Vivek told Brut India, “Bollywood used to be different. I
think pre-2000, it was a different place because most of the
people were outsiders. And then those stars, people who
became big stars by
2000, their children
then came and then
slowly it became a
very close-knit kind
of a mafia, and they
have some problems
with outsiders. I don’t
know why. And that’s
why they are suffering
also.”
Vivek added, “Here
(in Bollywood) what
happened post-2000
is that they closed
the doors of this
castle for everybody
Vivek Agnihotri
else. I don’t think
there was nepotism before 2000, because if you look at the
stars, Dharmendra was an outsider, Jitendra was an outsider,
Rajesh Khanna, Vinod Khanna, Amitabh Bachchan, Govinda,
Shatrughan Sinha were outsiders. You name anybody – all the
actors, heroes, heroines – Madhuri Dixit, Sridevi – these are all
outsiders. They are not coming from film families.”
Agnihotri concluded saying, “But when these people
became very successful, their children came, then directors’
children came, then the producers’ children came. I have
no problems with that. Absolutely. My problem is when you
push incompetence, if the world can see, even you know that
this brother cannot even act, or say ‘A’ for acting or ‘D’ for
direction.”
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As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
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Injuries make Aussies ‘cautious’ ahead of T20I

C

ameron Green has been retained in Australia’s T20I sional career. His second 50 came off just 19 balls.
squad for the two matches against West Indies in
While Green is not part of the World Cup 15, he is a frontQueensland this week as the Aussies take a “cautious” runner should the need arise to make any late changes, or
approach with various injuries around the squad, the cricket should any injuries occur during the tournament.
website ESPNcricinfo has reported.
“It’s probably opportunistic, the way that he is coming in
However, Mitchell Marsh (with an ankle injury), Marcus with the opening position, with obviously Davey Warner not
Stoinis (side) and Mitchell Starc
being here, and a couple of other
(knee) all return for the start of
players in our World Cup 15,”
Australia’s final stretch into the
said Australia head coach Andrew
T20 World Cup after sitting out
McDonald.
the trip to India, along with David
“Fortuitous, but he has taken
Warner, who was rested.
that opportunity. We thought he
Kane Richardson and Ashton
had the skill when we did our
Agar were also on the injury list,
strategy before we came over here.
having returned early from India.
And he has taken on some of the
Both players are on the active
best bowlers in world cricket. You
list for the West Indies series on
could argue Jasprit [Bumrah] is
the Gold Coast and in Brisbane.
one of the best T20 bowlers ever.
However, they are expected to feaSo to be able to do that, work
ture in the three matches against
your way through that situation…
England that follow.
and do it two out of three times is
“We have, and are taking a cauvery impressive, and bodes well,”
tious approach with the World
McDonald said.
Cup on the near horizon,” said
Sean Abbott and Daniel Sams
Cameron Green
national selector George Bailey.
have also been retained for the
He added, “To have four key players return give us the ability West Indies’ matches. Both players were also part of the India
to take a conservative path with any minor issues, and resolve tour.
those well in time for the World Cup. As such, we anticipate
Australia squad for West Indies T20Is: Aaron Finch, Sean
Kane and Ashton will return for the following series against Abbott, Pat Cummins, Tim David, Cameron Green, Josh
England.”
Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, Mitchell Marsh, Glenn Maxwell, Daniel
Green was the standout performer in India with two half- Sams, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoinis, Matthew
centuries, opening the innings for the first time in his profes- Wade, David Warner, and Adam Zampa.

Yadav moves up a notch in ICC T20I rankings

I

He followed it up with scores of eight and 36 in the third and
ndian batter Suryakumar Yadav jumped a place to reach
a career-best-equalling second position in the latest ICC fourth matches, which were also played late last month.
men’s T20I Player rankings issued last Wednesday.
India spinners Axar Patel (18th), Yuzvendra Chahal (26th),
Suryakumar now has 801 rating points after smashing a and pacer Harshal Patel (37th) have all moved up the bowlers’
list, which continues to be led by Australia
match-winning 69 off 36 deliveries in the
fast bowler Josh Hazlewood.
third match against Australia in Hyderabad
However, India pacer Bhuvneshwar
on September 25 that helped India clinch
the series 2-1.
Kumar dropped a spot to the tenth position
in the chart.
He had reached the second spot in T20
Among others, Matthew Wade (62nd),
rankings for the first time in August this
Cameron Green (67th) and Tim David
year following his exploits against the West
(109th) are the Australian players to move
Indies.
up the batting rankings.
India captain Rohit Sharma was at the
Green and David had notched up half13th position after scores of 46 not out and
17 in the second and third T20Is respectively
centuries in the final match of the series.
England batter Harry Brook’s scores of
against Australia. Virat Kohli also climbed
31, 81 not out, and 34 in Pakistan lifted him
a spot to 15th, but KL Rahul slipped four
to 29th position, while Ben Ducket reached
places to 22nd.
32nd position after scoring 43, 70 not out
Only a couple of rating points separate
Suryakumar and Pakistan captain Babar
and 33 in those three matches.
Suryakumar Yadav
In the update last week, Reece Topley
Azam, who also improved a spot to grab the
third position.
moved to 23rd and is the third third-highest ranked England
Babar, who had occupied the No 1 position for 1,155 days bowler after Adil Rashid and Chris Jordan.
Pakistan speedster Haris Rauf climbed to 14th position after
before being overtaken by teammate Mohammad Rizwan earlier this month, was named Player of the Match for an unbeaten taking five wickets in the last three matches, while Mark Wood
(40th) and Sam Curran (47th) have also made progress.
110 in the second T20I against England.

Matthews, Kaur climb into top ICC rankings

W

est Indies captain Hayley Matthews rose to the top two places in the batting rankings to 14th spot.
spot among all-rounders in the ODI format for the
Indian players also made big strides in the MRF Tyres ICC
first time in her career. The right-handed batter Women’s ODI Player Rankings, with Harmanpreet Kaur climband off-spinner scored 88 runs and grabbed five wickets in the ing four places to reach the fifth spot in the batter’s list. Also,
recent CG United ODI Series against New Zealand to secure the Renuka Singh rose 35 spots in the bowlers’ list to rank 35th.
Number 1 position in the ICC rankings, which
Kaur was a key performer for India in the
were announced last Tuesday.
recently concluded ODI series in England. She
Mathews has been a top ranked all-rounder in
was the highest run-scorer of the series with 221
T20Is in the past. Last week she also moved up
runs in three innings.
three slots to 18th among batters, and two places
Meanwhile, Smriti Mandhana also had a good
to sixth among bowlers.
series, and rose one spot in the batters’ list, sitSaid Matthews: “It’s pretty exciting and [I am]
ting one place behind Kaur. The Indian skipper
very grateful for the opportunity that I have been
has 716 rating points, while Mandhana has 714
given this year to bat at the top of the order at the
rating points. Alyssa Healy remains the Number
World Cup to help myself and the team.”
1 ODI batter with 785 ratings.
Matthews added, “I’m happy to also move
In the ODI all-rounders’ list, Matthews
up in the bowlers’ rankings, but as a player I’m
pulled ahead of Ellyse Perry, Natalie Sciver, and
always looking forward to performing for the
Marizanne Kapp to take the top spot with 380
Hayley Matthews
team, and I’m just grateful to be having a decent
rating points. Perry now ranks second with 374
year so far.”
points, while Sciver has 357 ratings.
The West Indies Women saw three players make it into the
Finishing off the top five are Amelia Kerr (356 points), and
Top 50 in the bowlers’ rankings: Shakera Selman moved up two Marizane Kapp with 349 points. Both Matthews and Kerr also
places to 28th along with Afy Fletcher’s four places to 41st, and moved up a few places in the ODI bowlers’ list, with Kerr rising
Chinelle Henry two places to 45th. Stafanie Taylor moved up to 11th, and Matthews ranking sixth.
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Sir Andy Roberts

Sir Andy: WI team not
‘settled’ for T20 games

F

ormer West Indies pacer Sir Andy Roberts last month
bemoaned the lack of “settled unit” ahead of the Twenty20
World Cup, saying the team will not find it “easy” to
qualify for the main draw of the tournament. Roberts is also a
former selector.
According to Sir Andy, the 15-man squad reflected too much
chopping and changing at this advanced stage of preparations.
The tournament will be played in Australia from October 16 to
November 13.
Sir Andy pointed to the inclusion of uncapped all-rounders
Yannic Cariah and Raymon Reifer, batsman Johnson Charles,
who has not featured for West Indies in six years, and fast
bowler Sheldon Cottrell, who has not played a T20 International
in seven months.
“When you’re preparing, you’re preparing months ahead and
you try to settle on a team that goes out on the field from the
first game,” Sir Andy told Starcom Radio’s Mason and Guest
cricket programme last week. The interview was later reported
by the Caribbean Media Corporation.
“For that final XI, you don’t keep trying this and trying that
until the end; you try in the earlier parts. I think by now with
all those T20s that we played in the last year, we should have a
settled team going into the World Cup, instead of bringing new
players in – some who haven’t played T20s for nearly ten years,”
said Sir Andy.
He added, “All of a sudden we’re resurrecting people trying
to build a team, when we should have the team already. And all
you do [at this stage] is for different games, you just bring in one
[player] so that you have a settled unit. I don’t know if anyone
can say our T20 team is settled.”
Sir Andy also noted that Cariah has not been playing any T20
cricket, adding, “I’m wondering how did he get picked? On what
basis was his selection warranted?”
He also noted that Cottrell was “thrown aside, and all of
a sudden he is back”. Sir Andy also wondered on what basis
Raymon Reifer was picked.
West Indies will have to navigate a tricky eight-team pretournament qualifying series in order to make it into the main
draw. Installed in Group B, West Indies will take on Scotland,
Ireland, and Zimbabwe, with the top two teams in each group
advancing.
Two-time World champions, West Indies are heavily favoured
to easily make it through, but Sir Andy said qualification could
prove a more difficult task than expected.
“I don’t think it is going to be easy to qualify. I don’t think
so,” Sir Andy said.
He added, “We don’t have a settled team. We fiddled around
with the team, and that is our biggest problem. If you don’t
know what your teammates are capable of doing because he just
comes into the team, [then that is a problem]. When West Indies
was at its best, we had a settled team for five, ten years, and if
you check on Australiaa… [it] has a settled team. Pakistan has a
settled team. India are fiddling around with their team, and look
at the problems they’re having now. You need settled teams.”
Said Sir Andy: “We’re going with a number of new players,
new to the international scene. We know that this World Cup
was going to be this year. We know that from long time, so we
should have been trying our best to make sure we have a unit
that was ready to go from ball one.”
The squad will be led by Nicholas Pooran with Rovman Powell
as vice-captain, and includes all-rounder Jason Holder, opener
Evin Lewis, and middle order batsman Shimron Hetmyer. Lewis
has not played for West Indies since the last T20 World Cup,
which took place almost a year ago.
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Jhulan Goswami

Era ends as Goswami exits after stellar career

J

hulan Goswami returned the ball to her captain Harmanpreet Kaur for the last time following her final delivery at
Lord’s late last month, ending a career as arguably the best
fast bowler in women’s cricket. It was her final ODI, which numbered 204 games.
She did not disappoint, taking away two for 30 from ten
overs, as was reported by the Guardian, BBC, and other online
cricket websites.
Prior to the match that afternoon, she participated in what
was an emotional session that saw presentations before play, a
guard of honour when she headed out with the bat, and a heartwarming huddle with team-mates following her final delivery.
Said former India captain Mithali Raj: “It is the end of an era.”
Goswami’s stellar career spanned 20 years. She made her debut at the age of 19 against England in Chennai in January 2002.
Now 39 years old, Goswami took the ball in her final match
before retirement as the leading wicket-taker in women’s ODIs,
with 253 wickets in her 204 matches. She also played 12 Test
matches, and 86 Twenty20 internationals, playing her last game
in that format in 2018.
Her final farewell was at Lord’s, where India lost by nine runs
to England in the World Cup final in 2017. It was the second
final that she played in, and lost.
However, Goswami left international cricket with a series win
late last month, when India wrapped up a 3-0 success against
England. It was their first series win in England since 1999.
“I’d like to thank the BCCI, my team-mates, my coaches, my

captains – everyone. Thank you for this opportunity; this is a
special moment,” Goswami said before the match.
She added, “When I started my career in 2002, I played my
first series against England, and I’m ending against England.
Each… moment has emotions for me. The 2017 World Cup, the
way our team came back and fought – nobody initially thought
that we were going to be in a final. But the way we played in that
tournament was something different.”
Goswami and Raj held India’s team together for 20 years.
Both players retired in the past six months. While Goswami is
the leading fast bowler, Raj is the all-time leading run scorer in
women’s ODIs.
The pair were a consistent presence in India’s ranks, with the
team now competing more closely with the likes of England and
Australia. India made it into the ODI final in 2017, and also into
the finals of the T20 World Cup in 2020, and in the Commonwealth Games earlier this year.
There are now plans for a women’s Indian Premier League in
2023.
“Women’s cricket in India is slowly and gradually picking up.
We can motivate young girls to play the sport, and have a career
option in cricket,” Goswami noted.
She represents a different era of women’s cricket, with the
game’s professionalism developing rapidly since her debut. She
also kept up with the pace, supporting young upcoming Indian
talent, while maintaining her own high standards of hard work
and consistency.

Charlie Dean (left) remains visibly distraught following her Mankad run-out that saw India taking the ODI series
against England in a 3-0 sweep; Dean is with her nemesis Sharma, who is second from left

‘Controversial’ move as Indian sweep stuns England

I

ndia completed a 3-0 series ODI sweep over England late
last month with a controversial dismissal by Deepti Sharma
that continues to resonate following her running out Charlie Dean while backing up at the bowler’s end.
The final ODI saw England requiring 17 runs to win, with one
wicket left, when Deepti stopped in her delivery stride, headed
to the non-batter’s stumps, and dislodged the bails. Dean at the
non-striker’s end was well out of the crease.
The dismissal manoeuvre is known as a Mankad, which
meant Dean legitimately was out. Dipti’s lightning strike secured
victory for India at a point when the game was heading for a
tense conclusion, with both of the last of the tailenders defiantly
holding on. Dean was dismissed for 47.
England were visibly aggrieved at the dismissal. However,
while Dipti’s move was well within the laws of the game, many
see it as being against the spirit of cricket.
A valid dismissal, the Mankad gets its name from Indian batter Vinoo Mankad, who first used the manoeuvre during the
1947-1948 Indian tour of Australia to run out Bill Brown at the
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non-striker’s end during the second Test.
Days later, new fuel was added to the controversy following
an interview later given by Sharma at the Kolkata airport, in
which she said that the Mankad had been part of a deliberate
“plan” against Dean stepping out of the crease at the non-batter’s
end. According to an ESPNCricinfo report, Dean left her crease
early 72 times during her innings.
According to Sharma, Dean had been warned.
“We did it according to the rules and guidelines. We told the
umpires, but she was still there, so we couldn’t do anything.”
However, following Sharma’s revelation, England’s captain
Heather Knight denied that Dean had been warned before the
Mankad was deployed.
As Knight wrote on Twitter, “The game is over, Charlie was
dismissed legitimately. India were deserved winners of the match
and the series. But no warnings were given. They don’t need to
be given, so it hasn’t made the dismissal any less legitimate. But if
they’re comfortable with the decision to affect the run out, India
shouldn’t feel the need to justify it by lying about warnings.”

Wednesday October 5, 2022
West Indies tour of Australia, 2022
Australia vs West Indies, 1st T20I, Carrara Oval,
Queensland, 06:10 PM
Thursday October 6, 2022
India vs South Africa, 1st ODI, Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana Cricket
Stadium, Lucknow, 01:30 PM
Friday October 7, 2022
New Zealand T20I Tri-Series 2022
Bangladesh vs Pakistan, 1st Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 3:00 PM
Australia vs West Indies, 2nd T20I, The Gabba,
Brisbane, 06:10 PM
Saturday October 8, 2022
New Zealand vs Pakistan, 2nd Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 07:00 PM
Sunday October 9, 2022
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 3rd Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 7:00 PM
South Africa tour of India, 2022
India vs South Africa, 2nd ODI, JSCA Int.
Stadium Complex, Ranchi, 1:30 PM
Australia vs England, 1st T20I, Perth Stadium,
Perth, 03:40 PM
Tuesday October 11, 2022
New Zealand vs Pakistan, 4th Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
India vs South Africa, 3rd ODI, Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi, 01:30 PM
Wednesday October 12, 2022
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 5th Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
Australia vs England, 2nd T20I, Manuka Oval,
Canberra, 06:40 PM
Thursday October 13, 2022
Pakistan vs Bangladesh, 6th Match, Hagley
Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
Friday October 14, 2022
TBC Final, Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 03:00 PM
Australia vs England, 3rd T20I, Manuka Oval,
Canberra, 06:40 PM
Saturday October 15, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier B 2022
Indonesia vs South Korea, 1st Match, Sano Int.
Cricket Ground, Sano, Kanto, 09:30 AM
Sunday October 16, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Sri Lanka vs Namibia, 1st Match, Group A,
Simonds Stadium, Geelong, 03:00 PM
UAE vs Netherlands, 2nd Match, Group A,
Simonds Stadium, Geelong, 07:00 PM
ICC Mens T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier B 2022
Japan vs Indonesia, 3rd Match, Sano Int., Sano,
Kanto, 01:30 PM
Monday October 17, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
West Indies vs Scotland, 3rd Match, Group B,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 03:00 PM
Zimbabwe vs Ireland, 4th Match, Group B,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 07:00 PM
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier B 2022
Japan vs South Korea, 4th Match, Sano Int.
Cricket Ground, Sano, Kanto, 01:30 PM
Tuesday October 18, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Namibia vs Netherlands, 5th Match, Group A,
Simonds Stadium, Geelong, 03:00 PM
Sri Lanka vs UAE, 6th Match, Group A,
Simonds Stadium, Geelong, 07:00 PM
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup East Asia Pacific
Qualifier B 2022
Japan vs Indonesia, 5th Match, Sano Int.
Cricket Ground, Sano, Kanto, 09:30 AM
South Korea vs Indonesia, 6th Match, Sano Int.
Cricket Ground, Sano, Kanto, 01:30 PM
Wednesday October 19, 2022
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Scotland vs Ireland, 7th Match, Group B,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 03:00 PM
West Indies vs Zimbabwe, 8th Match, Group B,
Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 07:00 PM
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

SO

LD

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

Oshawa For Sale $824,900

FOR SALE HALIBURTON $619,999
Welcome to one of
highlands east, fully
renovated (2010)
three bedrooms allseason cottage with
one full washroom,
open concept
dining/kitchen, &
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps.
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing.
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

For Sale Toronto $999,999

$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke
CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

$949,000

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.
Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

 eeton Village is a new townhouse Beeton Village
B
& single family home dev. by
Flato Developments Inc now in
pre-construction at 6491 8 Line,
New Tecumseth. It has a total of
135 units from 1620 to 3187 sq ft &
offers more than a quiet getaway:
a hometown feeling you have to
experience for yourself. All built
with a level of craftsmanship &
consistency that you’ve come to expect from FLATO®
Developments. Here, signature country living melds
seamlessly with carefully laid out floorplans to create
a community that is both sophisticated & convenient,
modern yet respectful of Beeton’s heritage.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

437-235-7599

Location! Location! Location!
Fully reno. 3+1 bdrms, 2 full
bthrm (+1 half bthrm) in family
friendly neighbourhood in the
lakeview area of Oshawa. Main
flr has: hardwood floors thruout, open concept w/upgraded
ktchn w/ large eat-in island,
granite countertops & all new S/S appls (2022). Open
concept lvngrm flows seamlessly to private backyard w/
deck. Bsmt has engineered laminated flooring thru-out, large
open concept lvng/rec. area, bdrm w/ private ensuite (2022),
sep. laundry area w/brand new washer & dryer (2022).
Upper flr has 3 large-sized bdrms w/full bath (2022), close
to all amenities; walking distance to schools, parks, trails &
shopping. Short drive to the beach. Don't miss opportunity to
own one of the few detached homes in this neighbourhood.
Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms
+ 1 full bathroom, large family
size eat-in kitchen, lower level
features 2 large bedrooms
with upgraded floors + 1
full bathroom. Side entrance
SOLD OVER
allows for great rental
potential. Basement has loads
ASKING
PRICE
of potential with rough-in for
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc,
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see!
Shows true pride of ownership!

For Sale

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

