CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
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Diwali performances were held in New York (left), in Toronto at the Shiv Seva Sangh mandir (top row), & at Trinidad’s Divali Nagar

Longing for Diwali’s ‘splendour & joy’
www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Port-of-Spain – The hope is universal that come Diwali to visitors.
next year the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic would have subAnd yet again this year, due to the prevalent Covid-19
sided, and celebrations of the festival of lights would see “the infection rate, the event’s organising National Council for
old joy and splendour” return, Indian High Commissioner Indian Culture was unable to deliver a “full-fledged” program
to Trinidad and Tobago, Arun Kumar Sahu, said earlier this at the well-patronised central Trinidad site. Instead, it opted
week.
for another virtual event, which is now being streamed live on
Sahu’s heartfelt longing for the pre-pandemic days, for Facebook, YouTube, and on national television.
Diwali’s “splendour” and “joy”, echoed the
At the Divali Nagar’s opening
sentiments being felt by the faithful in the
online event last week, NCIC president
Caribbean, abroad by the diaspora, and by
Deokinanan Sharma noted the absence of
the one-billion-plus Hindus throughout
activity at the central Trinidad site even as
the world.
he too expressed a longing for the return
As Sahu lamented, “Unfortunately,
to normal living.
we cannot celebrate [Diwali] physically
Said Sharma: “We pray to our Divine
on a scale that we would like to do.
Mother Lakshmi that next year the world,
Nevertheless, it is a festive occasion for all
and our country will return to normalcy,
of us to [remember] that life and living are
and we will be able to present the festibeyond the occasional gloom and doom
val of Divali in the magnificence we all
inflicted on the human race."
expect.”
He asserted further, “[Diwali] is the
He also took the opportunity to emphaoccasion for us to redeem ourselves,
sise the role vaccination is playing in the
and extend a hand of compassion and
restoration of our normal lives, noting that
assistance to our fellow travellers. Diwali
it was “the only way to get things back to
reminds us of our resilience to gather ournormal”.
Arun Kumar Sahu
selves and move on with renewed hope,
He added, “I plead with you all to do
and work towards a better and brighter future in these chal- the right thing to bring an end to the scourge of Covid-19
lenging times.”
that has befallen us. There is no other way to achieve this
For a second year in a row, Diwali celebrations by the than to get ourselves fully vaccinated and follow the health
diaspora, in the Caribbean, and throughout the rest of the regulations stridently, so that normal conditions can return
world have remained subdued due to the pandemic. Also, full scale, and we can all live our lives. There is no other way.”
for the second time, Trinidad and Tobago’s well-attended and
Sharma noted how Covid-19 has impacted on celebrations
eminent celebratory site, the Divali Nagar, remained closed
See Page 12: Sharma
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
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Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$699,000

$497,000
Beautiful Tri-del

Wealth Booster

Rent money never comes back. Invest only $30,000
and own a lovely condo in Etobicoke with state-ofthe-art amenities such as concierge services, large
pool, gym, guest suites, sauna, business room, car
wash station & locker. Features 1 bdrm, balcony,
open concept living/dining & a gourmet kitchen.

Quiet residential neighbourhood in Georgetown
close to the GO station and million-dollar homes.
Features a premium 50’x132’ lot. This well-cared
for property has a detached double car garage
with a workshop, 2 bedrooms, updated electrical,
plumbing, and insulation. Neat bargain.

O

Accent of value. Lovely condo suite with modern
amenities, spacious balcony, granite counters,
and stainless steel appliancess. Principal bedroom
features a walk-in closet. Impressive open concept
design with lots of natural light, laminate floors and
ensuite laundry room. Smart buy.

S

An Enticing Temptation

LD

$398,000

$498,000
L(0)(0)k At This Value
Richly renovated townhome in a very private
courtyard setting. Features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
laminate, and ceramic floors. Impressively large
with a modern kitchen, new washroom vanities,
and modern light fixtures. This is an invitation to
happiness.

$499,900

$529,900

Here’s A Must

Quiet and peaceful building in North Etobicoke.
Features 2 bedroom plus a den, 2 full bathrooms,
combined living and dining room, principal room
with full ensuite and walk-in closet, spacious
kitchen. Includes fridge, stove, washer, and dryer.
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Welcome home to this X-Large corner suite with
a lovely city view. Nicely upgraded with laminate
floors, modern lighting, and ensuite laundry. If you
love open concept and natural light, then this is the
ideal suite. We invite you to look.

S

Fine Living

$529,900

S
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Large, Luxurious, Lovable

Here is a jump ahead of the competition. Impressive suite with an open concept living and dining
room, large solarium, master bedroom with a full
ensuite, large closet and private balcony, 2 bdrms,
2 baths, laundry room, and a gourmet kitchen.
Suite overlooks Etobicoke ravine.

$529,000

Prime Mississauga Location
Lovely low-rise condo in central Mississauga, near
Square One. Spacious open concept main floor
suite with large sun-drenched windows & beautiful
hardwood. Perfect suite with a large walkout patio
accessible from both living room and 2nd bdrm!
Close to hwys, schools & Sq. One. A must to see.
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DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

The Shiv Sewa Sangh Diwali Mela held on October 24 was a resounding success, the extraordinary effort by
its volunteers, committee members, and its inimitable Master of Ceremonies, the eminent Joe Jaglall, raising
over $76,000. Its organisers send out heartfelt gratitude to everyone who contributed to making this effort a
success: singers, dancers, donors, committee members, and the hundreds of viewers around the world. The
funds raised will certainly aid Shiv Sewa Sangh Mandir in realising its goal. In composite photo, Jaglall is at
top centre, and is surrounded by performers who participated at the event. Happy Diwali!

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Markham’s urban design winners honoured
Markham – The City of Markham honoured winners of the
The jury commended the large mixed-use community with
2021 Markham Urban Design Excellence Awards at a virtual a variety of buildings, green spaces and streetscapes, and neighAwards Gala on October 28 in an event attended by Markham bourhood amenities, and especially admired the connectivity
Mayor Frank Scarpitti, Regional and City Councillors, City and emphasis on transit and walkability. They felt that this was
Staff, and members of the Jury.
an excellent example of urban placemaking from scratch.
Five juried awards and the People’s Choice Award were
Milne Dam and Milne Creek Cable-Stayed Bridges in Milne
named to recognise the best of Markham’s buildDam Conservation Park won the Open Space
ings and public spaces.
& Public Realm Award to recognise a park,
Markham has a longstanding tradition of
plaza, facility or landscaped area with a fresh
celebrating design excellence, and this year’s
and new approach to the treatment of open
Markham Urban Design Excellence Awards
spaces.
honours those in our community making sigJury members commended the project’s
nificant contributions to our public realm and
environmental sustainability, which offered a
urban form,” said Scarpitti.
unique pedestrian experience while ensuring
He added, “The City of Markham extends our
minimal disturbance to the natural elements.
sincere appreciation to design leaders that are
This project succeeded in bringing accessiputting Markham on the map. Congratulations
bility and connectivity to the path and trails of
to award recipients and all nominees for submitthe Rouge River system and used materials that
ting their projects for consideration."
will look spectacular in all seasons.
Awards were made in five categories: Aaniin
York Condos at 10 Rouge Valley Drive
Community Centre and Library at 5665 14th
West won the Urban Intensification Award to
Avenue won the Building of Significance Award
recognise infill, mixed-use or transit-oriented
Frank Scarpitti
that recognises a building of at least three stories
development that exemplifies place-making
that responds to local context, and integrates into the commu- and efficient use of public infrastructure to reinforce the public
nity through design.
realm. The jury commended the diversity and playfulness in the
The jury commended the design features and level of detail architectural expression that this project offered.
that the building achieved in terms of scale and variety, and the
It achieved the tenets of urban intensification in terms of
thoughtfulness given to the integration with the exterior space, scale, and created a variety of built form that is appropriate for
connectivity, abundance of
its surroundings. The buildnatural lighting, and coning façade mixes windows,
sistency in the architectural
walls and balconies to
language.
achieve lightness and views
The Wong Dai Sin
from the inside while supTemple at 378 Steeles
porting sustainable buildAvenue East won the
ing practices
Institutional
Building
The Milne Dam and
Award to recognise a civic
Milne Creek Cable-Stayed
building (cultural building,
Bridges won the inauguschool or scientific buildral People’s Choice Award,
ing) that has become a new
receiving the most public
icon or City landmark, and
votes cast from October
an example of beautiful and
4-October 22 from amongst
well-crafted design.
23 buildings and public
Jury members comspaces that were past winmended this elegant buildners as well as entries for
Wong Dai Sin Temple in Markham
ing’s craftsmanship, with
this year’s Markham Urban
every detail considered in terms of colour and scale. They were Design Excellence Awards.
impressed by the good use of space and intent to take advantage
“We are pleased to join the jury of the 2021 Markham
of a small site by stacking the building above the open space in Urban Design Excellence Awards to recognise our six winners.
a very compelling manner.
Markham’s built environment continues to grow with our comThe building was also unexpected but captured beauty and munity and express our aspirations, even as it links us to our
spiritual essence in a nuanced way.
history and identity. These winning buildings and public spaces,
Also, Remington’s Downtown Precinct in Downtown and their designers, clearly demonstrate creativity and innovaMarkham won the Community Design Award to recognise a tion that contribute to the evolving identities of our neighbourcompact, pedestrian-friendly community that fosters a sense hoods and our growing city,” said Regional Councillor Jim
of place.
Jones, Chair of Markham’s Development Services Committee.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Ontario to raise minimum wage to $15 per hour

Doug Ford

Toronto — As part of the 2021 Fall
Economic Statement, the Ontario government
will introduce legislation to raise the general minimum wage from $14.35 to $15.00 per
hour effective January 1, 2022.
Under the proposed changes, the special
minimum wage rate for liquor servers would
be eliminated, and they would be entitled to
the general minimum wage. Students under
18, homeworkers, and hunting, fishing, and
wilderness guides would also see an increase in
their special minimum wage rates.
Premier Doug Ford, Monte McNaughton,
Minister of Labour, Training and Skills
Development, and Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister
of Finance revealed the details on Monday.
“Ontario’s workers have been the unsung

heroes of this pandemic, as they’ve stocked
shelves, kept our supply chain moving and
helped so many of us enjoy a meal among family and friends at a local restaurant,” Ford said.
He added, “When we asked labour leaders
what their priorities were, increasing the minimum wage was at the top of the list. As the cost
of living continues to go up, our government is
proud to be working for workers, putting more
money into their pockets by increasing the
minimum wage.”
Liquor servers have previously received
below the general minimum wage, based on
the belief customer tipping can make up the
difference. However, many of these workers
have increasingly seen their tips pooled and
redistributed among many staff, making it

harder for them to make ends meet.
If the legislation is passed, liquor servers would be treated more fairly, and see an
unprecedented 19.5 percent increase in their
minimum hourly wage, as it changes from
$12.55 per hour to the harmonised $15 per
hour minimum wage.
The government is introducing legislation
to increase minimum wages as the cost of living has increased considerably over the past
several months, with wages stagnant.
“Over the past few weeks, our government
has rolled out a historic number of reforms to
rebalance the scales. Building on these actions
our government is ensuring workers who need
our help the most receive their fair share of the
economic pie,” said McNaughton.

Toronto – Come this fall the York Catholic
District School Board will host a series of virtual high school open houses for graduating
elementary school students who are starting
secondary school next September. The open
houses are also available for parents of the
graduating students.
All Grade 8 students and their parents who
reside in York Region, as well as Grade 6-8
students and their parents residing in the Town
of Georgina, are encouraged to review the list
of high school open houses and “attend” the
virtual open house for their local Catholic high
school and its regular program, as well as any
others with regional programs of interest.
The open houses will highlight important
key aspects of each school including administration, programs, graduation requirements,
uniforms, school structure, student opportunities, and more.
Information about the registration process
including registration dates, deadlines and
documents needed to enrol will also be dis-

cussed at the open houses.
This information is also available through
the Board’s Admissions Department.
Admission to York Catholic high schools is
open to all students residing in York Region,
in accordance with the rules governing open
access and a student’s right to attend.
“A spot at our York Catholic high schools is
highly sought-after by many families in York
Region and beyond,” said Anthony Arcadi, the
Superintendent of Curriculum and Assessment.
“Our high schools are well-known for their
innovative programming, caring staff who
help guide students, leadership opportunities,
engaging student life and our Board’s consistency as one of the top-performing school
boards in Ontario,” he noted.
York Catholic offers seven regional programs and ten Specialist High Skills Major
programs as follows: Advanced Placement/
Program for Academic and Creative Extension
– Programs with an extended and enriched
curriculum that allow students to earn credits

or advanced standing at most universities.
English as a Second Language and English
Literacy Development – English as a Second
Language and English Literacy Development
programs assist English language learners from
diverse linguistic and educational backgrounds
in attaining English language proficiency.
French Immersion – Students who completed the Elementary French Immersion program
or equivalent, can continue with the immersion program to earn a French Immersion
certificate upon graduation.
High Performer Athlete – An academicbased program for student-athletes who participate in competitive-level athletics. Students
benefit from a flexible timetable to help balance their academic and athletic commitments,
and earn high school credits for the work they
put into their training.
International Baccalaureate – A rigorous
and intellectually challenging pre-university
course of study that allows students to earn an
IB Diploma upon graduation, which is recog-

nised in Canada and abroad.
Regional Arts – Students specialise in
drama, dance, visual arts, digital media arts,
instrumental music or vocal music, while
obtaining their high school diploma.
STREAM Program – This interdisciplinary
program uses Science, Technology, Religion,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics to
approach inquiry and problem-based learning.
Specialist High Skills Major – Students can
obtain a diploma with a specialist in the following: Arts and Culture; Aviation and Aerospace;
Business; Construction; Health and Wellness.
A diploma is also attainable for
Hospitality and Tourism; Information and
Communications Technology; Justice,
Community Safety and Emergency Services;
Manufacturing; or the Non-Profit.
Parents and students wondering which
York Catholic high school serves their local
community can find out by entering their
residential address into the Board’s School
Locator.

York Catholic District School Board to host open houses for students

DESIGN YOUR FUTURE

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits
BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com
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Ryerson, Brampton in medicine school talks
Brampton – Ryerson University and the City of Brampton
are now holding a series of community town halls to gather
important input for the proposed School of Medicine.
The community consultations are part of the next phase in
creating the university’s proposal to make Brampton the home
of a community-centric medical school focused on inclusivity,
innovation, and primary care.
A total of five consultations are taking place until November
23. Members of the Brampton
community are invited to
attend the virtual town hall,
which is being co-hosted by
local councillors and Ryerson
leadership.
Attendees will have an
opportunity to learn about the
School of Medicine proposal,
and to discuss its community
impact.
“Input from the community is a vital part of this process,” said Ryerson University
President and Vice-Chancellor,
Mohamed Lachmie
Mohamed Lachemi.
Additionally, “We want to build a School of Medicine that is
rooted not only in research, innovation and technology, but one
that also reflects the needs of the people of Brampton and Peel
Region. I encourage everyone to join us so we can make this a
reality together.”
In July, Brampton City Council voted in favour of a $1 million planning grant to help fund a future School of Medicine
in the city, matching the funding invested by the Province of
Ontario earlier this year.
Ryerson’s proposed School of Medicine is centred around
five pillars. These five pillars are an essential discussion point
of the town halls, namely: community centric primary care;

culturally respectful care; innovation and technology; interprofessional health care networks; and, support for the health
and well-being of seniors.
“Historically, Brampton has not received its fair share of
funding in health care services resulting in hospital overcrowding and hallway medicine. Through the creation of a
medical school, we have the opportunity to strengthen our city’s
healthcare system to one that fosters local talent, creates economic growth, and is considerate of our cultural diversity,”
said Brampton Mayor, Patrick
Brown.
Brown added, “This starts
with ensuring our community
members are heard, and that
their feedback is considered. I
encourage everyone to take the
opportunity to participate in
these important discussions.”
Observations from the
community consultations will
help inform Ryerson’s proposal
for the School of Medicine,
Patrick Brown
which will be submitted to the
Province of Ontario. For more information on the consultations, click here.
Ryerson University is Canada’s leader in innovative, careeroriented education. Urban, culturally diverse and inclusive, it is
home to more than 46,000 students, including 2,900 Masters’
and PhD students, 4,000 faculty and staff, and over 200,000
alumni worldwide. In August 2021, the university announced
it would begin a renaming process to address the legacy of
Egerton Ryerson for a more inclusive future.
The City of Brampton is one of the fastest-growing cities
in Canada, with a population of over 700,000, and 75,000 businesses.

Toronto – The Ontario government is investing up to $100
million to add an additional 2,000 nurses to the long-term care
sector by 2024-25.
It will do this by supporting the training of thousands of
Personal Support Workers and nurses who want to advance
their careers in long-term care.
“Our government will soon be releasing its plan to protect
the progress we have made against Covid-19 and ensuring we
have enough staff to deliver high quality care to residents is a
key part of this plan,” said Rod Phillips, Minister of Long-Term
Care.
Phillips added, “That is why
we are committed to fixing
long-term care, and supporting personal support workers
and nurses who want to take
the next step in their careers
in the long-term care sector.”
The government’s investment supports the government's Long-Term Care
Staffing Plan, which was
launched last year and sets out
actions that will educate, train
and help recruit tens of thouDianne Martin
sands of new health care staff through partnerships with sector
partners, long-term care homes, and education and training
providers, so that homes can provide an average of four hours
of direct care per resident per day.
The two innovative programs created through this funding are: The BEGIN initiative: Bridging Educational Grant
In Nursing, jointly offered by the Ministry of Long-Term
Care, Ministry of Health and the Registered Practical Nurses
Association of Ontario, will provide tuition support to personal
support workers and registered practical nurses so they can
pursue further education to become registered practical nurses
and registered nurses respectively.
Eligible personal support workers will receive up to $6,000
a year and eligible registered practical nurses will receive up to
$10,000 a year, in financial support.
Candidates with additional needs may also be eligible for
further supports that include a maximum of $5,000 per year
to cover subsidies for course materials, tutoring, childcare, and
travel costs.
Applicants will be expected to commit to working in the
long-term care sector through a Return of Service Agreement
for a period equivalent to the time they receive these funding
supports for their education.
“WeRPN is thrilled to collaborate with government to create
the BEGIN initiative that will give PSWs and RPNs new oppor-

tunities to grow their careers while expanding Ontario’s nursing workforce,” said Dianne Martin, CEO, Registered Practical
Nurses Association of Ontario.
She added, “Over the coming decade, Ontario will need
thousands of nurses to meet the health care needs of our longterm care residents – initiatives like this are key to building a
much-needed steady supply of nurses and retaining more of
these dedicated professionals in our health system.”
The Nursing Program Transformation in Ontario’s
Colleges, jointly offered by the Ministry of Long-Term Care,
Ministry of Colleges and
Universities, and Colleges
Ontario, will increase access to
nursing programs at publiclyassisted colleges through:
• Introduction of hybrid
online and in-person learning models in practical nursing and Bachelor of Science in
Nursing programs, to provide
students the flexibility to learn
as per individual schedules.
• Creating an additional 500
enrolments in bridging programs for the 2022-2023 acaJill Dunlop
demic year, that are designed to give applicants the skills and
credentials they need to move to the next stage of their career.
Hybrid options will also be available for bridging programs.
• Providing up to $6,000 a year in financial support to internationally trained nurses to gain the credentials required to
work in Ontario.
“Ontario’s personal support workers and nurses have continued to demonstrate their excellence by providing exceptional
care throughout the pandemic,” said Jill Dunlop, Minister of
Colleges and Universities.
Additionally, Dunlop noted: “Today, we’re reinforcing our
commitment to support their success with these two innovative
programs that will help them advance their careers and increase
the supply of front-line health care staff, trained through
Ontario’s world-renowned postsecondary education system.”
The government has a plan to fix long-term care and to
ensure Ontario’s seniors get the quality of care they need and
deserve both now and in the future. The plan is built on three
pillars: staffing and care; accountability, enforcement, and
transparency; and building modern, safe, comfortable homes
for seniors.
It will release its plan to protect Ontario’s progress against
Covid-19, and for building the foundation for the province’s
recovery and prosperity in the 2021 Ontario Economic Outlook
and Fiscal Review tomorrow.

Ontario govt invests in additional 2k LTC nurses
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Phulmatie Bhagelu (left) with Mala Sharma-Singh

Sharma-Singh RCIC succeeds
with Refugee Board appeal to
win Permanent Resident status
for an elderly Guyanese widow

P

hulmatie Bhagelu, an elderly Guyanese widow, was fearful she would be forced to return to her native Guyana
after her claim for refugee status in Canada was denied.
Hearing her plight, Mala Sharma-Singh of Sharma-Singh
Immigration RCIC appealed Bhagelu’s case to the Immigration
and Refugee Board of Canada, and was successful in getting the
original decision overturned on September 20, 2021.
The IRB Tribunal headed by the Hon Justice Douglas
Fortney found the claim of the Appellant Phulmatie Bhagelu
justified, and ruled in her favour to be granted Permanent
Resident status.
The IRB heard that Bhagelu, as an elderly Hindu widow of
Indian descent, with loyalty to the People Progressive Party, a
primarily Indian-based political party in Guyana, was the target
of members of the APNU, a Black-based party, while living in
the Bush Lot district, a highly politically charged area. She had
become even more vulnerable and exposed to harm after her
husband’s passing.
Thugs who had been terrorising Bhagelu for money murdered the widow’s caretaker who was staying at her home and
offering her a modicum of protection. This sent an unmistakable message of what their intentions were should she not continue to give in to their threats of extortion.
Bhagelu sought police assistance after the latest attack on her
home in 2016. She alleges that the police asked her to pay (Guy)
$10,000 to investigate, and though she paid the amount, the
police neither investigated the crime, nor offered her protection
from the threats of extortion.
The Judge found that Bhagelu’s fear of returning to Guyana
was “not a fear of generalised criminality, but is a personalised
fear where she has been identified as a vulnerable target of
opportunity due to her age, her vulnerability as she lives alone”
[after her husband’s passing].
According to the Judge, since her home was rendered
decrepit following the murder of her caretaker, and due to her
lack of formal education, Bhagelu’s forced return to Guyana
would not bode well for her.
“Based on the Appellant's particular circumstances and the
country conditions, [the judge] find that State protection has
been inadequate, and that [Bhagelu] has therefore successfully
rebutted the presumption of State protection.”
Bhagelu was, therefore, allowed to remain in Canada.
In a statement to Indo-Caribbean World, Mala SharmaSingh, of Sharma-Singh Immigration explained: “My husband
and I are former Federal Immigration officers for over 25 years,
now RCIC consultants specialising in difficult cases such as
Bhagelu’s. When we heard about this brave elderly widow’s
plight, and that she was fearful for her life after the murder of
her caretaker in her home, we knew it was imperative that we
step in and ensure justice was served, so we fought diligently to
help ensure that she could spend the rest of her days safely in
Canada at her family’s, and never have to live in fear of persecution again.”
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Editorial

Diwali 2021

W

e continue to endure the uncertainty and
precarity brought by Covid-19’s visitation for
more than a year and a half now. And for yet
another year, we are celebrating Diwali wearing masks,
religiously washing our hands with sanitiser, bumping
elbows and then maintaining a six-foot physical distance
from each other, and restricting our contact and numbers
with family, friends, worshippers at our churches, mosques,
mandirs; and elsewhere in our daily lives.
Thus, it is with hope in this time of Diwali that the lights
from millions of deyas would continue to dispel the clear
and present danger that is Covid-19.
For the many of the Hindu faithful in our community, in
Canada, and throughout the world, the uplifting of spirits
that come with Diwali is an immanence of hope foretelling a change of fortune and better times. Such faith is not
misplaced: Diwali has always, and will always be, a time for
renewal; and significantly, for healing and recovery.
Such is Diwali’s inherent message: that its religiosity and
light heal, even as darkness is conquered; the reassurance is
comforting and enabling that we will emerge stronger after
this deadly pandemic diminishes into a controlled epidemic, and then hopefully is contained in the years ahead.
However, even as we prepare our homes for a visit by
the goddess of prosperity, Mother Lakshmi, even as we
light the first deyas to dispel the darkness, we must continue to be vigilant against the creep of the darkness in the
numbers of Covid-19 infections that continue to plague
our cities and provinces, and abroad, where we maintain
connections with family and friends.
We must acknowledge too that sorrow now resides in
many hearts in our community, and further abroad, from
untimely losses caused by the passing of loved ones due
to Covid-19. We extend our deepest sympathies to community members mourning the loss of family and friends;
sadly, these are times like no other in our recent memory,
one that is joyless and filled with heavy hearts.
We note the sincerity in the message from Indian High
Commissioner to Trinidad and Tobago, Arun Kumar Sahu,
who at the opening of the Divali Nagar in Trinidad last
week spoke to the challenges being faced as we live within
present-day precarity, even as many of us are in mourning,
or are enduring visceral uncertainty as loved ones battle
with Covid-19 infections.
Said Sahu: “Some of us have lost near and dear ones, and
some have witnessed our close ones fight back. The overall
hope has been that life will come back to normal soon.”
Sahu also reiterated Diwali’s inherent and eternal message, notably the triumph of good over evil, knowledge
over ignorance, and hope over despair, saying, “Diwali
reminds us of our resilience to gather ourselves and move
on with renewed hope, and to work towards a better and
brighter future in these challenging times.”
And along with the diaspora, he too lamented the constraints faced by festival organisers having to make do with
subdued Diwali events, saying, “I hope the challenges of
[Covid-19] will gradually subside, and they will be able to
bring the whole joy and splendour of the festival next year.”
We endure Covid-19 in the diaspora, even as our homelands also cope with the loss of life and its restrictions. Also,
for a second year, the celebratory and highly-visited Divali
Nagar site in Trinidad and Tobago was presented online
due to government health regulations.
While many of us in the diaspora tuned in to its nightly
streaming on Facebook and YouTube, as a virtual presentation, its opening night was a stark reminder of how
changed and destabilised our world has become.
It is in this absence of light where an item stated during
the opening remarks becomes relevant and valid, which
was delivered at the Divali Nagar by National Council for
Indian Culture head Deokinanan Sharma. He noted that
vaccinations were the vehicle for a return to normal life.
“There is no other way to achieve [normalcy] than to
get ourselves fully vaccinated,” he told his virtual audience.
We look forward to the lit path of healing that is ahead,
and to unrestricted celebrations for Diwali 2022.
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Hindutva assailed

n early September a virtual conference was held supported
by over 40 universities, mostly American, on the topic
“Dismantling Global Hindutva”. The organisers, diasporal
Indian academics from the UK and US: communists, atheists, leftists Muslims, and other Hinduphobes asserted that
Hindutva, “the way of the Hindu”, does not mean
Hinduism.
The creator of Hindutva, Vinayak Savarkar,
claimed to have been an atheist when he coined
the term. It was adopted by the Bharatiya Janata
Party and blamed for “unconstitutional” antiMuslim acts by the Indian government – among them the
Citizen Amendment Act, anti-cow slaughter, and love-jihad.
The accusation is false. The first is an amendment to an existing
law, and aimed to aid refugees from Muslim countries; the others are State responsibilities.
Organisers, however, claim an academic right to examine any
relevant topic, and that Hindutva represented “… a supremacist ideology and its amplification through various networks”,
therefore, “an urgent issue that merits sustained enquiry across
scholarly disciplines.” They claim to have “established a crucial
precedent for academia such that the critical academic study of
Hindu nationalism or Hindutva will continue regardless of any
attack that may follow.”
The spokespersons quoted here are Meena Dhanda, a
Punjabi expatriate and philosophy professor at Wolverhampton
University, UK, specialising in Dalit and women’s studies in the
Indian diaspora; and Jyotsna Kapur, associate professor in cinematics, Southern Illinois University.
If their intention was a constructive examination of Hindutva
and nationalism, which they use derisively, why the bellicose
title? And if it merited “critical academic study,” would they
similarly propose the dismantling of the US Republican and
Democratic parties, or the British Conservative and Communist
Parties, or China’s CCP (China Communist Party), and similar
entities worldwide, since each nation’s parties also promote
nationalism?
Dhanda claimed that the conference was never about
upholding a party line, but an expression of academic freedom
to “engage in … debating contentious topics… in order to have
nuanced conversations on difficult topics with immense real world
stakes”; thus “scholarships (sic) on Hindutva and its consequences
must continue”.
Kapur acknowledged “the immense burden placed on scholars
and artists from sexual and religious minorities” and, “its current
ties and connections to authoritarian movements around the
world”. A more absurd interpretation of Hindutva can hardly
be made.
One useful query was: can caste be removed from a Hindu
way of life? The answer is yes; caste as practised is a British
construct, not Hindu. But no one explained how small, scat-

tered clusters of Hindus globally could pose an international
challenge by nationalism.
There is nothing wrong with a nationalist philosophy for
modern India. Especially after nearly a millennium of foreign
domination and loss of nationhood.
One needs a national fervour to develop autonomy and shed subservience that mainly profits
Mohan
the prime powers, US and China, replacing the
Ragbeer British. The Conference used “nationalism” in
the pejorative American Standard way, not Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s laudable aim of
self-reliance.
Nationalism (cf US exceptionalism), powered American and
British expansion in the 19th century: the US doctrine of manifest destiny and Britain’s Empire.
It also enabled Japan’s success in the last 150 years, despite its
failed WWII operations, and China’s current strength.
White nationalism guided Australia, South Africa, the US
South, South American republics, even alliances, for example,
USSR.
Academics have degraded the term, used it to divide, as this
conference showed, with its display of narcissistic intellectualism and clamour for academic freedom.
It successfully assembled disgruntled far-leftist Indians and
other misfits whose academic positions allow them to inveigh
against Indian government policies instead of analysing them
objectively, and try to understand the position of Hindus, who
seek to correct centuries of wrongs, and should be praised for
vigorously defending their religion against the communists at
Delhi’s Jawaharlal Nehru University, whose influence pervaded
the conference, its language, concepts, and arguments.
Most of what they have put out hardly pre-date Karl Marx,
who had advocated the destruction of Hinduism as the only
way for the emancipation of the Indian. Thus, the title of the
conference makes sense as it becomes a natural successor to
Marxist invective.
How could conferenciers rationally claim academic freedom, yet deny Hindus the freedom of political choice? Hindus
comprise one-seventh of the world’s population, 80 percent of
India’s, and is the world’s third largest religion. It is obvious that
to win 303 seats in the Lok Sabha must mean massive support
from the middle and poorer classes, the non-wealthy.
So, is the BJP ultra-conservative?
Those who deny India’s ancient achievements, contributions
to mathematics, astronomy, language, spirituality, the advanced
Indus-Saraswati civilisation, and so on, are merely exposing
their ignorance. In the advertisements for the conference, the
faces are those of Indian leftists and belie the promise of objective analysis. The HAF, USA, questioned the universities on
their morality breach in engaging in partisan politics, against
their expected political neutrality; five withdrew.

Finding a spinning top in the search for lost time

T

here is a spinning top I have held on to across the years,
which I recognise is a symbol that marks an acknowledgement of the passage of my individual time, what
has been famously written about by Marcel Proust in his voluminous text, Remembrance of Things Past; or rather, its more
precise translation from the original French, In
Search of Lost Time.
Romeo
Perhaps it is such that to hold on to artefacts
Kaseram
as these is to come to understand the distance
between what was then being a function of relativity alongside what is now; of course, to grasp
this fully means to be aware I am beginning to gaze, hopefully
with a squint, at the distant, snow-capped peaks of mortality.
Stumbling on the spinning top buried in boxes of knickknacks is like opening up an old photo album; the forward progress of time comes to a halt, and then, grinding like a train put
into reverse, time slowly heaves backwards, first by the month,
then in a consecutive connectivity of years; and finally, it picks
up speed to decades, going backwards from colour to blackand-white at quite a fair and unstoppable clip.
It is same whenever I encounter the spinning top as I dig
through boxes in search of lost time. The top itself was acquired
during my early years growing up back home, and it traveled
with me as a memento with a long view as a mantelpiece item.
It first flew north across the Atlantic ocean; then later, deposited among other archaeological items from my youth, it was
railed out west, first crossing the Great Lakes, and then trundling thousands of kilometres across flat prairie lands that were
wind-swept and golden with wheat and canola, finally to halt a
few hours within sight of the majestic Rockies.
My precious top is hand-made; it has the signature handiwork of our top top-maker, none other than an old man,
unnamed, whom we respectfully called “Uncle”, who lived in a
leaning and dilapidated, wooden house a few streets away.
He sat in the warmth of the sun outside his small house for

most of the day. When he was not doing small repairs to pots,
pans, his coarse, work-hardened hands were put to carving
functional items from wood: small pot spoons, long paddles
for flipping large rotis, and mortars with accompanying pestles.
However, he was always delightfully available to us, then a
rag-tag army of badly-behaved boys, to carve a
spinning top if we brought him the correct length
and thickness of a dried-out guava branch.
Payment for his craftsmanship was in kind,
typically purloined fruits: a handful of mangoes,
a few oranges with its skin discoloured with black
mould; and his favourite, ripened pods of tonka beans, which he
harassed for hours using his few, remaining teeth.
Hand-carving a top took squint-eyed precision; each pass of
the sharp blade of the knife saw him holding up the emerging
top to the sunlight, the raw, white of its wood examined first
this way, then that way, for an assay of its soundness, roundness,
and uniformity.
When finished, like any artisan, he spun each one with
expertise for balance and integrity before the handover.
One of his tricks for the road test was to assess both the top
and its recipient for precision, stability, and fearlessness.
Carefully winding up the top with its string, he would toss its
sharpened nail in the direction of the young man, who would
either flinch, or remain unmoved. The top would hurtle forward
on its unwinding string, arriving dangerously within inches of
the boy’s mid-section.
But in a practised action of withdrawal, the top would stop
short, yanked back by its maker. It would return in an arc, borne
upon wings, to gently land in the waiting, opened palm of its
creator. There it hummed and spun in a blur, the moment nothing less than the old man reciting a poem he had handcrafted.
What was then, to what is now: in my search for lost time, to
find my top is to flick it into the past, then yank back a memory
that would return, humming and spinning, into my open palm.

indocaribbeanworld.com | november 03, 2021

READERS’ RESPONSES

Let lights of Diwali flicker in hearts & minds
Dear Editor,
Trinidad and Tobago celebrates Diwali against a backdrop of
socio-economic challenges not seen before. Our nation is crying
out for leadership at all levels of society.
We are facing economic troubles, political issues, crime,
unemployment, rising food prices, deterioration of our public
utilities and governance, climate control, and terrorism. Add
the Covid-19 pandemic, all of which do not provide hope, security, or an aura of peace and goodwill.
Leadership of any nation or people
requires a new determination amidst these
perils. This nation has to take another twist
in the realms of governance, and this must be
the new paradigm for the future.
Let us hope Diwali 2021 brings a new
dispensation for the total governance and
societal assembly of all our peoples.
This year’s Diwali observances will not be
different from previous years as pronounced
many, many millennia ago. However, we
must strive to observe and celebrate the manifold canons of its celebration. It is not only
about wearing saris, eating Indian delicacies,
massive celebrations, lighting rows of deyas,
religious observances, or speeches.
Diwali was declared a public holiday in
this country in 1966, and it can usher in a
new sense of social and political responsibility. Diwali observances must be respected,
and it is not an occasion for parties – but one
of sacredness.
The quality of devotion we exude at all
times is significant as Diwali is destined to offer a new hope to a
disillusioned humanity. Therefore, the task of rehabilitating the
world society must not be left to politicians or religious leaders,
but must find support and comfort in noble minds, most of
which are not easily available.
We must not let up on this initiative, but it must be inscribed
on the canvas of our consciousness and etched in our hearts,
thereby making it a personal humanitarian act.
Every day there is global corrosiveness in the minds of people
at high levels of leadership, including the United Nations, yet no
serious initiatives are being undertaken to ensure its viability,
and to adhere to its charter.
There continues to be social, moral, and spiritual decay in
our society, and in the world over. Decadence, untruths, deceit
and delaying tactics are now the order of the day – all of which
continue to wither away civilisation as we know it.
This calls for a total, all-encompassing spiritual revolution,
as pronounced by the great seers and religious leaders, to chip
in and help change the course of human history now, or we will

face the perils of hopelessness, leading into doomsday. Time is
not on our side. We have betrayed the message pronounced by
the great avatars and spiritual masters over the passage of time.
The lights of Diwali must not be a one-time affair, but it must
become part of mankind’s natural instincts, so that light will
flicker in our hearts and minds, thus leading us to a renewed
humanity where there will be total respect for all members of
the human family. Light is the only medium to lead us from
the darkness – physical, spiritual, and moral.
We need the light and wisdom at all times
to ensure total peace, love and the spirit of
human kindness. We have to rekindle family
life as it has been ignored or be thrown in
oblivion.
Mass Diwali celebrations are not the norm
today, but we can have celebrations with our
families and close friends as we must not allow
the pandemic to disturb our focus on fellowship and religious fervour.
The prescription for all social, economic,
cultural and political problems will be found
in the great religions of mankind. Hindus
and the Indian diaspora, like the rest of the
national citizenry, have a pivotal role to play
whether in the political process, the economic
sphere, or the social platform.
Political manifestos have now become the
new religious texts. We casually seek refuge in
the sayings of the great religious literature, and
this is done only to show the world that we are
a spiritually charged people. It is now a worldwide phenomenon and no one is excluded.
The teachings, messages and philosophy are embedded in
our great scriptural texts, all of which have given hope, faith,
forbearance, and tenacity to past generations, and will certainly
do the same for us and all future generations. We must not fall
prey otherwise.
We must always remember that the wealth of any nation
or civilisation is not grounded in the numerical strength of its
GDP, the conquering of nations, or spiralling to outer space, but
rather on the spiritual, moral, and ethical growth of its people.
Diwali promotes multiculturalism and secularism, and it has
now become an institution in Trinidad and Tobago. It is one
such festival that knits man with his Creator.
Let us, therefore, embark on a new spiritual paradigm, a new
synthesis, and new approach. Let us always keep the lights lighting at all times, using our prayers, devotion, and our commitment for a new mankind towards the pathway of enlightenment
and evolution to a higher form of existence. Diwali is one such
opportunity for the total energy in all of us. Happy Diwali to all.
Paras Ramoutar, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Dear Editor,
Imagine that you were lucky to be awarded a house lot. You
hire a contractor company to fence off your plot of land, and
you intend to use them to build your house. But on review of
the bill for the fencing, the numbers don’t add up.
You will be outraged and will seek to understand why you
were overcharged, and demand a refund. Surely, you would not
approve the next task to build the house. If the bill is questionable for a small item such as the fencing, why would you trust this company
with a significantly more expensive
task?
But this is what is playing out in
Guyana today with the rush to approve
another oil project, when it appears we
have still not finished auditing the precontract costs up to 2015.
Additionally, with every project we
ramp up the chances of a major oil spill
that can bankrupt Guyana.
The overstatement of the [all currency US] $460 million pre-contract
costs that ran from 1999 to 2015 was
publicised by Chris Ram in May 2018.
The government hired a contractor in
December 2019 to audit the pre-contract cost, but it is coming
up to two years now and there has not been any indication if
the audit is completed, or when it would be completed.
In the meantime, we have approved Liza 1, Liza 2, and
Payara with total capital cost of about $18.5 billion. There has
been no indication if any auditing of those capital costs were
performed, although the window is closing on auditing those
costs. There were anomalies raised with regard to the capital
costs when comparing the data across the wells, see here.
It seems we are now in a rush to approve a fourth project

named YellowTail, which is slated to cost $9 billion. EPA meetings are now advertised for YellowTail. However, we are still not
sure how many if any of the crucial questions raised during the
EPA meetings on the gas-to-shore project have been addressed.
It seems like the Guyana government is just going through
the motions of holding meetings and not being transparent on
addressing the questions raised by civil society.
Why the rush to approve new oil projects when there are
serious questions outstanding on the
cost of these projects? But it is not
only the cost that is an issue: the question of who pays the cost for a major
oil spill is more troubling.
We are playing Russian roulette,
whereby with every oil project, we
increase the number of bullets we
place in the barrel of the gun. Let’s say
for every project there is a 90 percent
chance for the life of the project that
there are no oil spills. If we have one
project, there is a ten percent chance
of an oil spill. If we have four projects,
that increases to a 34 percent chance
for an oil spill.
The relationship is simple: the more
projects we approve, the chances of an oil spill increases. We
have more than 20 discoveries in the Stabroek Oil block. At
some point, our luck will run out, and a major oil spill with no
viable insurance plan will be the fatal shot to Guyana.
We demand that no more oil projects be approved until the
pre-contract costs and the $18.5 billion capital costs for the
three oil wells to date are verified, and, more importantly, that
the parent oil companies bear the full insurance burden of any
oil spills.
Darshanand Khusial, OGGN, via email.

Risks grow for Guyana with each new oil project
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A Guyana national receives the Covid-19 vaccine

Expiring vaccines worrisome
Dear Editor,
It was reported late last month in Guyana that thousands of
doses of AstraZeneca vaccines are dated to expire by the end
of November. Additionally, that these vaccines constitute the
second dose yet to be administered to citizens who have already
received a first dose.
The reports of the expiring vaccines came after revelations
were made by the Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony, during
a daily Covid-19 update on October 28.
Covid-19 vaccines are sacred and scarce in the world. Many
developing and poorer countries are yet to access these vaccines.
There are nations that are begging for vaccines to protect their
people.
Guyana has been fortunate to access and secure numerous vaccines, among them AstraZeneca, Sputnik, Sinopharm,
Pfizer, and so on. To now learn that so many second doses will
expire come the end of November is most unfortunate, and
disgusting at best.
Guyana’s Ministry of Health should employ every effort to
reach out to those persons scheduled for the second shot and
ensure it is administered before expiry.
If these recipients refuse to take the second shot without
offering a plausible, written medical reason that is signed by a
medical professional, then they should be made to pay the cost
for the vaccine.
Such a lifesaving vaccine cannot, and must not, be allowed
to go to waste by the irresponsible behaviours of citizens, especially when they would have already taken the first shot without
any detrimental effect.
Charranlall Nandalall, Guyana, via email.

Motion was necessary

Dear Editor,
It was called scandalous by some in Trinidad and Tobago,
while others called it disrespectful; then there were a few that
believed the impeachment motion last month was meant to
bring down the highest office of the President.
I believe it was necessary because it was reported that
President Paula Mae-Weekes was engaging in private meetings
with people of high calibre, while knowing that the Office of
the President, according to the Constitution, must remain an
independent entity.
The allegations were hovering
without clarity whether she met
with any political or non-political
members of the government, or the
Police Service Commission, except
that it was reported that the chairman of the PSC did deliver a Merit
List to the OTP.
If we go back in time to the US to
February 24, 1868, then we would
Paula-Mae Weekes
see that Andrew Johnson was one
of the first presidents in this nation’s history to be impeached.
Decades later there were Bill Clinton, and Donald Trump.
So why is it so scandalous or demeaning for anyone to say
that bringing impeachment on Trinidad and Tobago’s President
is distasteful or embarrassing? In fact, it is a provision of our
Constitution when there are allegations of misconduct in office.
I think the intent of the motion was to determine if the
President violated the protocols of her office. However, doing
so was like beating a dead horse since Madam Speaker was adamant about not holding a debate on the motion.
If the Speaker believes the motion was illegal or improper,
then she should have overruled it and disbarred the continuation. However, she allowed the motion in the Chamber without
any chance for debate. So, what was the purpose?
That was indeed embarrassing since in the US cases of
impeachment, motions were debated, and finally voted on
whether to go ahead with impeachment or not.
In the case of Trinidad and Tobago, the nation will never
know if the President mishandled her duties in office.
If no man is above the law, then the impeachment should not
be considered scandalous; it should be considered necessary.
Jay Rakhar, New York, via email.
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Guyana’s low carbon strategy optimistic

W

hile global trends point to a reduction in the proAs well, Guyana’s ocean area, which is more than half of the
duction and consumption of fossil fuels, Guyana country’s land mass – offers a new frontier for sustainable develplans to expand oil production while pursuing a opment through the expansion of the Ocean/Blue Economy.
profitable low carbon development strategy that significantly
The LCDS estimates that Guyana’s forests alone provide value
offsets its fossil fuel carbon footprint.
that is estimated to range from (US) $40-$54 billion annually.
This plan was outlined in the country’s revised draft Low
In order to monetise its excess carbon credits, Guyana hopes
Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030, which was released to access market-based mechanisms for forest climate serfor public comment late last month. The rather comprehensive vices that includes private, as well as international public sector
document that provides a range of optimistic projections will financing. This will enable a pathway to transition from the
be open for public comment until February
existing Guyana-Norway partnership, and
2022, and was released ahead of United
increase the value of sustainably managing
Nations Climate Change Conference of the
Guyana’s forests.
Parties (COP26) that is now taking place in
Incidentally, during the period 2009Dwarka
Glasgow.
2015, Guyana earned (US) $212.52 milLakhan
While not ignoring the need to reduce
lion in payments from its partnership with
carbon emissions, the LCDS cited the overNorway, which has created low-carbon jobs,
arching reason for continuing to expand
enabled Amerindian villages to receive legal
oil production, stating: “If Guyana were
title for communal lands, rehabilitated the
to prematurely forego oil and gas revenues, it would simply Cunha Canal to protect against flooding, and started to equip
mean a continuation of a de facto monopoly where incumbents Amerindian and hinterland communities with renewable enerwould meet demand and benefit from the industry which will gy, digital infrastructure, and sustainable livelihood opportunibe worth trillions of dollars for decades to come. It would also ties.
mean that Guyana would remain poor and unable to invest in
The Norway partnership, which enabled the establishment of
lifting the living standards of its people.”
a world-leading forest Monitoring, Reporting and Verification
The LCDS 2030 builds on the initial LCDS which was System (MRVS), serves as a springboard for Guyana to move to
launched in 2009 and subsequently revised in 2013. The 2009 the next stage of its LCDS goals.
LCDS, the first for a developing country, established a vision
As Guyana advances its LCDS, the government plans to
for inclusive, sustainable develadvocate internationally for
opment, while simultaneously
strong global carbon pricing and
maintaining the country’s forests
the removal of subsidies on fossil
in meeting the UN’s sustainable
fuel, with the aim of incentivisdevelopment goals (SDG).
ing the lowest carbon, most cost
The new LCDS addresses four
effective oil and gas in the global
primary goals:
marketplace.
(i) create new incentives for a
Incidentally, according to the
low carbon economy, involving
global consulting firm, McKinsey,
sustainability planning in forestry,
the total value of global carbon
biodiversity, water resources and
markets grew by over 20 percent
ocean/marine resources;
in 2020 — the fourth consecutive
(ii) protection against climate
year of record growth on the two
change and biodiversity loss
existing major markets.
through adaptation and resilThe Compliance Carbon
ience in areas such as agriculture,
Markets (CCMs), where mandacoastal infrastructure, restoration
tory national, regional, or interand expansion of mangroves; and
national regimes trade and reguLuxuriant green marks Guyana’s rainforest
drought and flood management;
late carbon allowances, play an
(iii) stimulation of future growth in clean energy and low
carbon development through adoption of clean and renewable
energy, low-carbon transportation; exploiting ocean economy
opportunities; and expanding the country’s digital infrastructure;
(iv) ensure alignment with global climate and biodiversity
goals.
The LCDS states that Guyana has the second highest percentage of forest cover on earth, and is working with partners to
sustain 99.5 percent of that forest, while building the foundation
for a new low carbon, ecosystem economy.
This natural occurrence provides the country with a unique
opportunity to access a market mechanism for forest climate
services, and other ecosystem services, which will enable
Guyana to store 19.5 billion tons of carbon dioxide equivalent,
the measure used for greenhouse gas emissions.
This, according to the strategy document can enable Guyana
to grow its economy five-fold over 20 years, and keep energy
emissions flat; invest in Amerindian, Hinterland and sustainability planning; protect the coast and Hinterland from climate
change; create jobs; and integrate Guyana’s economy with its
neighbours.
The LCDS 2030 noted that since its vision to create a model
low-carbon economy was first set out in 2009, the country has
gained a greater understanding of the outsized contribution that
Guyana’s ecosystems make to the world’s health and economy,
as well as its role as one of the world’s most important countries
for biodiversity conservation.
It states that Guyana has maintained the second highest
percentage of forest cover on earth, with more than 99.5 of the
forest’s 18 million hectares remaining. The country’s deforestation rates are among the lowest in the world, and it is one of
only four countries in the world to have been verified to have
sustained a High Forest Low Deforestation (HFLD) state.
Incidentally, the Guiana Shield stores around 18 percent of
the world’s tropical forest carbon and 20 percent of the world’s
fresh water. In addition, Guyana has extremely high levels of
biological diversity. It is home to approximately four percent
of known animal species, and has more bird species than the
entire US. The country is also home to 2.4 percent of known
plant species, and has unique features that are restricted to its
geographical location.
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increasingly visible role in efforts to reduce emissions. The
Voluntary Carbon Markets (VCMs), where companies and
individuals trade carbon credits on a voluntary basis, play an
important role in driving investment in carbon-compensation
and neutralisation projects to offset their emissions.
CCMs are the more mature and larger of the two markets,
with a value of more than $100 billion and an annual trading
turnover of more than $250 billion. Nonetheless, CCMs are
small compared with the $19 trillion of total assets under management by the world’s top 100 institutional investors in 2020.
VCMs are currently nascent, with a value of only $300 million
in 2020.
There is, therefore, significant scope for Guyana to sell its
carbon credits. According to the Guyana government, it has
already inked a memorandum with a US-based company to
market the country’s carbon credits. In addition to countries
such as Norway, the US, and the UK, several large global corporations also currently buy carbon credits to meet their climate
pledges.
Looking ahead, the government intends to decouple economic growth from using fossil fuels for electricity by developing low-carbon energy resources, including solar, hydro,
wind, biomass, and natural gas to meet rapidly rising domestic
demand for energy, while keeping greenhouse gas emissions
low – using a phased approach.
In the period 2022-2027, a near tripling of electricity demand
will be met mainly through a combination of natural gas and the
Amaila Falls Hydropower plant, coupled with a major expansion of solar power, with batteries, on the rural networks. From
2027-2032, further increases in electricity demand will be met
by expansion of wind and solar power, and the commission of
Guyana’s second hydro plant, the site of which will be identified
before 2025.
Evidently, Guyana’s path to a developing sustainable low carbon strategy has been well thought out, though its projections
remain optimistic.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets Guyana’s
President Irfaan Ali at COP26 in Glasgow, Scotland

Guyana aims for 70% reduction

Georgetown – Guyana is aiming to reduce its carbon emissions by 70 percent by 2030, President Irfaan Ali told the UN
COP26 climate conference yesterday. The global event is now
taking place in Glasgow, Scotland.
Irfaan’s statement at COP26 was an oral commitment alongside major announcements from other countries. Guyana is not
attending this crucial conference with a Nationally Determined
Contribution that sets out climate related targets for greenhouse
gases emissions reductions, policies, and measures.
Following is Irfaan’s statement made at the Summit:
“The fate of civilisation resides in the decisions we make here
in Glasgow. The climate crisis has issued us an ultimatum: either
we take immediate and drastic action, or subject ourselves to an
infernal global disaster.
“Indifference and inaction will be costly. Already, we are far
behind in limiting temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The
coming decade therefore must be the decade of decisive action.
“Climate change affects us all – rich, poor, developed and
developing States – but its effects are more severe on the poorest
and most vulnerable – especially Small-island Developing States
and low-lying coastal States. For us it is a question of survival.
“We can use this Summit to change the present trajectory.
Immediate action is needed on three fronts:
“First, we must set more ambitious goals to reduce emissions,
and we must honour, to the letter, those ambitions. All countries
have an obligation to act but the world’s foremost polluters have
a greater duty to institute steeper emission cuts.
“Second, the pledge of (US) $100B per annum, made one
decade ago, to support climate action must be met. Dishonoured
pledges are a recipe for disaster.
“Third, forests constitute a powerful arsenal in the fight
against climate change. Forest-rich countries must be provided
with the incentives necessary to keep their forests intact, and
to reduce deforestation and forest degradation. Mindful that
deforestation contributes 16 percent to annual global emissions, and in recognition of the ecosystem and climate services
provided by forests, it is imperative that we finalise the rules
for carbon markets and REDD+ so as to properly value tropical
forests and the climate services which they provide.
Guyana
“…Guyana is already playing its part in addressing climate
change and will continue to do so.
“We will maintain our forests – almost the size of England
and Scotland combined, storing 20 Gigatons of carbon – as a
global asset.
“We will work with local communities in conserving, protecting, and sustainably managing our forests, biodiversity and
freshwater supplies.
“We will decouple economic growth and emissions through a
progressively cleaner energy mix, with the aim of reducing our
carbon emissions by 70 percent by 2030.
“We will invest in low carbon opportunities for jobs, ecosystem services and social inclusion through an expanded Low
Carbon Development Strategy.
Action
“We are at a historic moment in our civilisation. History
must not judge us as having only counted our losses. It must
instead herald our efforts to confront one of our Planet’s greatest
threats – climate change.
“In this regard, Guyana is prepared to work with the international community for collective action. We support the position
of Caricom, and are aligned with the Alliance for Small Island
States, the Community of Latin America and Caribbean States,
the Leticia Pact, the DHAKA-Glasgow Declaration, and the
Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forest and Land Use, among
others.
“Though we recently became an oil producer we support the
removal of subsidies from fossil fuel production and advocate a
strong global carbon price.
“Let future generations say – when it mattered the most, we
made a difference.”
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Ali meets Canada’s Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau

Ali with Surinamese President Chandrikapersad
Santokhi, Antigua & Barbuda Prime Minister Ali introduces Barbados’
Ali speaks with Prince Charles & Commonwealth Gaston Brown, US President Joe Biden, & Prime Minister Mia Mottley to
Secretary General Patricia Scotland
a COP26 official
Bahamian Prime Minister Philip Davis

Guyana makes prominent entry among world leaders on COP26 stage

Georgetown – Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali on Monday
met with world leaders gathered in Glasgow, Scotland, at
COP26. The United Nations Climate Change Conference is
being held by the leaders in a move to steer the world towards a
sustainable future.
Among the leaders met by Ali were Canada’s Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Iván
Duque Márquez, President of the Republic of Colombia, and US
President Joe Biden.
Ali also greeted Costa Rica President Carlos Alvarado

Ali with UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson

Quesada, Kuwait Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Khalid alSabah, Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Brown,
Bahamian Prime Minister Philip Davis, and renewed his friendship with Surinamese President Chandrikapersad Santokhi.
Closer to home, Ali also renewed Guyana’s friendship with
Barbados’ Prime Minister, Mia Mottley; Trinidad and Tobago’s
Prime Minister, Dr Keith Rowley was also at hand, along
with Jamaica’s Prime Minister, Andrew Holness, Antigua and
Barbuda’s Prime Minister, Gaston Browne, and St Lucia’s Prime
Minister, Phillip J. Pierre.

Ali greets COP26 President Alok Sharma

The leaders are all part of Caricom’s presence at COP26,
and are lobbying as a bloc for more to be done to protect Small
Island Developing States and low-lying coastal States, as well as
to seek out more access to development financing.
Ali also met with COP26 President Alok Sharma. Discussions
centred on Guyana’s aims and objectives at this meeting with
Sharma. Ali also updated Sharma on Guyana’s expanded Low
Carbon Development Strategy, which was recently launched for
national consultation, and reminded him of Guyana’s effective
low carbon development over the last 12 years.

Guyana meets with UK Minister for Europe
and the Americas (Foreign, Commonwealth & India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi greets Ali
Development Office), Wendy Morton
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GHTK, Guyana govt partnership gives NICU babies chance at life
Georgetown – A partnership established over a decade ago
between the Giving Health to Kids Organisation, a Canadabased not-for profit group, and the government of Guyana has
since seen a significant decrease in neonatal mortality at the
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation.
As Kaieteur News reported recently, since the partnership
started with the goal being to address Guyana’s high neonatal
mortality, there has been a 50 percent reduction in neonatal
mortality, data from Guyana’s health ministry have revealed.
However, despite such reassuring success in positive survival
rates at the GPHC, the health ministry has noted enduring gaps
in neonatal care in regional hospitals,
and in the hinterland.
Consequently, with the objective to
close these troubling gaps, Guyana’s
President Dr Irfaan Ali and Minister
of Health, Dr Frank Anthony, met with
GHTK’s Canada-based President Dr
Narendra Singh. Coming out of that
meeting was the consensus that “every
baby born in Guyana should have equal
access to the highest level of neonatal
care if required”, the government stated.
On a recent visit to Guyana, GHTK’s
head, Dr Singh, was accompanied by
neonatologists, Canada-based Dr Leif Nelin, and Guyana’s Dr
Anna Florinda-Chin, on a tour of the New Amsterdam, West
Demerara, Lethem, and Bartica Hospitals.
GHTK in partnership with the government had previously
established a level three Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at the
GPHC, and Level One NICUs at Linden, New Amsterdam,
West Demerara, Suddie, and Bartica.
The GHTK team later met with Health Minister Anthony,
Chief Medical Officer, Dr Narine Singh, and the Director
General of the Ministry of Health, Dr Vishwa Mahadeo. As
was reported, the discussions and takeaways from this meeting
centred on establishing a sustainable Neonatal Network at all
regional hospitals, including the hinterland, to ensure the optimal health of all newborns.
According to a Guyana health ministry release, this would
involve elevation of neonatal care to higher levels (Level Two/
Three) to support critically-ill babies. The Guyana government

NICU at the Linden Hospital; inset at left is
GHTK’s Dr Narendra Singh
also committed to a large capital investment to secure vital
neonatal equipment, along with the training of healthcare
providers to care for the most vulnerable in the population.
GHTK will support the training of healthcare providers,
along with the establishment of the Neonatal Network and
a Neonatal Transport Programme.
Kaieteur News also reported that the partnership between
GHTK and the Guyana government is rapidly approaching
sustainability through education and training. As it noted,
GHTK has been successful in establishing a Masters’ Degree in
Pediatrics, and a Diploma and Degree programme in neonatal
care in partnership with the University of Guyana.
These programmes have seen the graduation of 22 pediatricians and 70 neonatal nurses so far. Under the leadership of Dr
Sara Singh (a graduate from the programme), and her team,
GPHC has made great strides in saving the lives of hundreds of
babies every year, who otherwise would not have survived.
In the last two years, through the Organisation of American
States, GHTK further extended its reach beyond Guyana to
include Antigua, where it has successfully established an ongoing Neonatal Nursing Programme.
According to GHTK’s website, its mission is to decrease the

neonatal and infant mortality rates in developing countries,
starting in Guyana.
It notes, “We will make sustainable change by focusing on
comprehensive education of healthcare professionals and assist
their efforts to save lives with specialised equipment and ongoing training.”
Since its establishment in 2007, GHTK has outfitted the
GPHC with incubators, patient monitors, infusion pumps,
infant warmers, and bassinets. The Unit has also moved to a
Level 3 NICU with the introduction of CPAP in 2012, and ventilator services in 2013.
As GHTK’s website also notes, “It is difficult to imagine that
equipment that we take for granted in Canada is not readily
available in Guyana and other Caribbean countries. Through
the generosity of donors, GHTK has been able to purchase the
following equipment to date, [and] much more is needed: 16
Air Shield Vickers Incubators; six Infusion Pumps; 12 Patient
Monitors; 16 Phototherapy Units; four Infant Warmers; and
four Transport Incubators.” It adds that the equipment is now
located in NICUs throughout Guyana.
Dr Singh is the founder and President of GHTK. He was born
in Guyana, and migrated to Canada 45 years ago. After obtaining his medical degree, he completed a paediatric Residency
Program at the University of Western Ontario, and Fellowships
in Paediatric Critical Care at the Toronto Hospital for Sick
Children, and the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.
He is also a Fellow of the American Academy of Paediatrics,
and the American College of Critical Care Medicine, and currently holds appointments as a Clinical Professor at McMaster
University, the University of Toronto, and Queen’s University.
Additionally, Dr Singh is the Co-Program Director for the
Paediatric Post-Graduate Program at the University of Guyana,
and an External Examiner for the University of Guyana’s
Undergraduate Medical Program.
Said Dr Singh: “The trip to Guyana in 2007 has forever
changed my life. As a Paediatrician, I recognised that I could
make a significant impact on saving the lives of babies in
Guyana, a country with relatively little resources compared to
Canada. The value of life should not be determined by the country of your birth. As I began to see the difference that GHTK
could make, it became a passion for me to want to save every
baby. That passion is now not limited to Guyana.”
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Guyana’s Acting President Mark Phillips (centre) with Ravi Dev & Indian High
Commissioner Dr K.J. Srinivasa, & children at the deya lighting ceremony

Diwali unifies nationals says Phillips
Georgetown – Guyana’s multicultural
makeup shines during the national celebration
of festivals such as Diwali, Acting President,
Prime Minister Mark Phillips said earlier this
week.
He added it is at times like these when
nationals from all backgrounds join together
in marking the festival of light with members
of the Hindu faith.
Phillips was attending the seventh annual
deya lighting ceremony, which was put on
by the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh/Hindus
for Selfless Service at Rahaman’s Park in
Georgetown.
In his address, Phillips lauded the organisation for hosting events that promote national
unity.
“At events like these, I always declare what

a blessing it is that Guyana has a multicultural make-up of people where we can share
in the practices and beliefs of our neighbours,
friends, and fellow citizens,” he said.
Additionally, “It is at these times that our
oneness truly shows as we partake in the practices of other cultures, whether it be through
food, dance, or even social events. These
opportunities can serve as a platform to share
beyond just our presence. We can share support; we can share mutual respect; and most of
all, we can share our knowledge with an aim to
achieve a collective goal of building a brighter
healthier nation for our future generations.”
In his remarks, Indian High Commissioner,
Dr K.J. Srinivasa, praised Indo-Guyanese for
preserving and commemorating Indian heritage, cultures, and traditions.
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CARIBBEAN: COP26
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Barbados’ Prime Minister Mia Mottley at COP26

Try harder, Mottley tells COP26

N

ational solutions to global problems
just would not get the job done,
Barbados Prime Minister, Mia Amor
Mottley, told world leaders in Glasgow at the
COP26 UN Climate Change Summit.
As reported in the Barbados publication,
Nation News earlier this week, in her brief
speech, Mottley noted that everyone was present in Glasgow with the same ambition, which
was to save their people, and by doing so,
simultaneously save the planet from global
warming.
“The pandemic has taught us that national
solutions to global problems do not work,” she
said.
She also noted that many of the commitments made by countries were based on technologies yet to be developed, which was at best,
reckless, and at worst, quite dangerous.
“On finance, we are (US) $20 billion short
of the $100 billion, and this commitment, even

then, might only be met in 2023,” she warned.
She also reminded the leaders that adaptation finance remained only at 25 percent,
far from the 50-50 split that was needed and
promised, due to the intense warming already
taking place on earth.
Mottley bemoaned the fact that climate
change funding to Small Island Developing
States like members of Caricom declined by 25
percent two years ago. She warned that failure
to provide the critical finance, exacerbated by
the losses and damage, could be measured in
lives and livelihoods of Caribbean people.
“This is immoral; and it is unjust,” she said,
adding, “We’ve come here today, to say: Try
harder. If Glasgow is to deliver on the promises
of [the Paris Agreement], it must close these
gaps.”
Said Mottley: “What must we say to our people, living on the front line in the Caribbean, in
Africa, in Latin America, in the Pacific?”

Sharma emphasises vaccinations

From Page 1
‘offerings’ to the celebration of Divali, and
for two years in a row.
the ongoing production of the annual Divali
“The current pandemic… interfered with Nagar,” said the Divali Nagar’s online organiser,
our normal presentations last year, and now George Singh.
this year. But it also gave us an opportunity
He also noted 2021 presented a major chalto reminisce over past Divali
lenge to the NCIC for expenses
Nagars. We had all plans in
to produce a main-stage show
place this year to host a fullof such splendour and magfledged Divali Nagar, but we
nitude.
had to succumb to the continuSaid Singh: “In past years,
ing pandemic.”
the NCIC has been able to
He also noted the imporsubsidise the cost of the main
tance of inoculations, saying,
stage activities through the
“There have been world panincome from the corporate and
demics before, and the expericommercial areas. With this
ence has been that vaccinations
not being there this year, we
are the only means to [a] resohave been totally dependent
lution.”
on sponsorship to cover the
He added, “To make matters Deokinanan Sharma expenses.”
worse, we all are faced with the even more
feared Delta variant, which we are advised
spreads faster than the Covid-19 virus, and is
a greater threat to our lives. Medical advice is
that those who are fully vaccinated stand more
than a 90 percent chance of overcoming the
variant. We, therefore, urge all to get fully vaccinated and avoid any dreadful circumstances.
You would not [only] be saving your own lives,
but also those that are close to you. I make this
plea with all humility.”
This year’s virtual Divali Nagar titled,
Prastaav, or Motion, focused on offerings of
prayer, musical upliftment, and renewed hope
during one of the darkest times in world history. Featuring a series of virtual concerts in the
past week, it ends tonight, and will be followed
by a subdued celebration of Diwali tomorrow.
“While we are still under a State of
Emergency in Trinidad and Tobago, and still
dealing with an ongoing pandemic, it was felt
that this theme was appropriate for this year,
as this year’s presentations were the NCIC’s

Last Tuesday’s opening night featured performances by Rana Mohip and the Sargam
International Orchestra, Isha Organisation,
Nritya Sangam Dance Company, Arshad Khan,
Kamaldai Ramkissoon, the First Citizens
Supernovas Steel Orchestra, and Dragon Boys
Tassa Group. According to Singh, the first
night’s event attracted a global audience of over
10,000 viewers.
He said his team of performers and production coordinators tried to touch the local, and
international audience experiencing physical,
emotional, and economic pains brought on by
the ongoing global Covid-19 pandemic.
Also among the performers in the past week
were chutney soca stars Neval Chatelal, RG the
Band, Nadia Madhoo, Neeshad Sultan, and
Nishard M.
It culminates tonight with a 90-minute concert performance by Ravi B and Karma, and
can viewed online on Southex Live Events’
YouTube HD link, and on the Divali Nagar’s
Facebook page.
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The Confusion between Chattels & Fixtures

t’s a scorching summer’s day. Pradeep adjusted the thermostat to cool. He could feel the
warm air being expelled from the air vent. In anticipation of that cool transformative moment, Pradeep’s wife, Nirmala, and their three children joined him. Twenty minutes later,
warm air continued to flow. Upon investigating, they discovered that the air conditioner unit
was removed by the seller who claimed that it was a chattel, not a fixture.
Chattels are personal properties such as furniture, a washer and dryer or anything that is
not at-tached to the property other than by its own weight. Any chattels attached to the land,
in this case the building, are known as fixtures. A fixture will always belong to the owner of
the property, but a chattel may not be. When a property is sold, the ownership of the fixtures
goes with the sale and the seller cannot remove it. A plant is attached by the roots to the land
and as such becomes a fix-ture. So be careful if you are a seller, planning to remove some
rose bushes.
It can get even more complicated. Let’s look at the case of Elitestone v Morris [1997]
1 WLR 687 House of Lords, in England. Elitestone bought the land on which Mr Morris’s
bungalow sits. Elitestone intended to demolish the building and rebuild. Elitestone brought
the case to the court seeking possession of the land and not the house. He claimed that the
bungalow was separate from the land since it sits on concrete pillars and was not physically
attached to the land. In this case, he claimed that it was a chattel and wanted it removed at
the seller’s expense.
Here is Lord Lloyd’s conclusion: “A house which is constructed in such a way so as to be
remova-ble, whether as a unit, or in sections, may well remain a chattel, even though it is
connected tem-porarily to main services such as water and electricity. But a house which is
constructed in such a way that it cannot be removed at all, save by destruction, cannot have
been intended to remain as a chattel. It must have been intended to form part of the realty….
I do not doubt that when Mr Mor-ris’ bungalow was built, and as each of the timber frame
walls were placed in position, they all be-came part of the structure, which was itself part
and parcel of the land. The object of bringing the individual bits of wood onto the site seems
to be so clear that the absence of any attachment to the soil (save by gravity) becomes an
irrelevance.”
A fixture is anything attached to the property. Plumbing, light fixtures and a built-in microwave are some examples of fixtures. Fixtures are affixed to the property usually by nails,
screws, or glue. Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish the difference between a fixture and
chattel. For example, an old theatre was sold, and the seller removed the chairs that were
bolted to the floor and to each other. The court concluded that they were chattels bolted for
safety and were not included in the purchase price. This equates to the same thing as furniture attached to a wall for safety.
To decide if something is a fixture or chattel, a twofold test is used: (1.) The degree of
annexation, or the extent to which the object has been attached; (2.) The purpose of annexation, or the purpose the item was attached for.
For example, several marble statues situated on the lawns, enhancing the beauty. Although these statues rest by their own weight, and fall under the definition of chattels, the
courts may consider them as a fixture. They enhance the property which creates value. On
the other hand, if it was a single statue, then the courts would have considered it as a chattel
because it would not have di-minished the value of the property. Heavy machinery bolted
on the factory floor are not a fixture because the purpose of attaching the machineries is to
provide stability and safety.
A large storage shed may rest with its own weight on patio stones and as such be considered as a chattel. However, with the two-point test, the purpose adds to the enjoyment of the
entire proper-ty. As such, it should be considered a fixture. A small shed on the other hand
may not have the same degree of annexation and will be a chattel. How about paintings on
the wall? The nail is fixed but the painting is hanging. Is a water softener a fixture or chattel?
How about a built-in dishwash-er or a hot water tank?
Buyers should make a list of all chattels that will remain with the property. Items such as
furnace, air conditioner unit, water purifier and air filtration system should be added as chattels to prevent disputes. It is important to state that the seller will leave the chattels free from
any encumbrances. This way, the buyer knows that they were paid for and are not rental
equipment. For sellers, make a list of fixtures that are excluded from the sale of the property.
It is better to remove any fixtures you do not want to include in the sale of the property before
you advertise it for sale.
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Educator shaped us with values of care, compassion, & gratitude
By Dhanpaul Narine
f it is possible to have progress in the past, then Julius
Benjamin Nathoo would exemplify it. There is much to
be said about the ‘Julius Nathoo’ story, and it would take
me a long time to describe it. But this much I know: Nathoo
revolutionised education on the West Coast of Demerara, in
the same way that Rudra Nath did in that part of Berbice, and
Swami Aksharananda is currently doing at Cornelia Ida.
Nathoo became Principal of Saraswat High School at the
tender age of 24, having taught in the Corentyne for a number
of years. There was no blueprint for a young principal to
follow. He consulted with his wife, his uncle Richard Benjamin,
his staff, and others, but ultimately, he made the decisions
that would affect the lives of hundreds of students that were
entrusted in his care.
I found my way to Saraswat High School at age ten, a
small fish in a big ocean. It was 1962, and the West Coast,
and indeed the country, were undergoing profound changes.
I quickly learned that rote, and the system to which I was
accustomed, would not work.
The most radical change was the school’s prayer. The Lord’s
prayer that I recited at Scots School was no more. Instead, our
‘universal prayer’ was from Rabindranath Tagore’s Gitanjali.
This is an abbreviated version: “This is my prayer to thee,
my lord –/Strike, strike at the root of penury in my heart./Give
me the strength lightly/To bear my joys and sorrows.”
Here was a young Principal that dared to introduce a
school’s prayer from a book, and not a religious text, which
students of all religions recited. But there was more. Nathoo
realised that Saraswat High had to reflect the ethos of the
community. In the assemblies, students from different religions
sang Bhajans, Qaseedas, and Hymns.
The concerts included songs from all religions, and it was
there that Ramdular Singh, and others, excelled. Students were
encouraged, in assemblies, to talk about Hinduism, Islam, and
Christianity. We listened, learned, and applauded each other,
and I would suggest that mutual respect was reinforced.
Nathoo led from the front. He was in the homes of parents
for religious functions, and he encouraged religious leaders
to visit the school. Pandit Nanan Tiwari (Arthur Pandit) was
a frequent visitor, along with others. High standards, strict
discipline, and an exciting sports program, set the stage for
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success at the exams. It was no wonder that Mohamed Kazim
Yusuf topped the West Coast with seven O’ Levels at one
sitting.
Nathoo did not rest on his laurels, or on the success of his
students. He worked hard, and on one glorious day, he called
an assembly and told us that he was only one of three external
candidates in Guyana, in that year, to be awarded the BA
degree. This opened the floodgates. More buildings had to be
added, and additional staff were recruited. Students came from
as far as Wakenaam, and Georgetown.
But trouble was brewing, and it would test Nathoo’s resolve

as an educator, and leader. One day, the news came to us that a
tractor ran over a lady at Leonora sugar estate, killing her. This
brought the race war closer to home. If this was not enough,
the father of one of Saraswat’s students was killed by a bomb at
Vergenoegen. People were attacked on the trains.
It was unsafe to attend school. A decision was taken to close
Saraswat. But there were students signed up for exams, and
parents that wanted their children in school.
What would Nathoo do? He decided that no race war would
close down the school. He took us to DeWillem and found
space for the students. Despite the cramped quarters, there
were many successes at the exams.
What is remarkable about Nathoo is the fact that around
25 percent of his students could not afford to pay fees, myself
included. This meant that 75 percent were carrying the others,
and many of these paid reduced fees, or whenever they could.
It was an unsound economic policy.
Very few private schools in today’s world would do such a
thing. There were times when Nathoo would appeal for us to
pay up, but we simply could not afford it. As he said on many
occasions, “I can’t let them stay home. It’s better if they are in
school.”
He didn’t have the heart to see us at home because of the
lack of money. Wasn’t this dharma in action? Just imagine,
if he had kicked us out, many of us would have ended up in
undesirable places.
One commentator on social media has pointed out the ills
of colonialism with which most of us are familiar. He says that
enslaved peoples have been taught by their masters to believe
that their enslavement was a good thing. Nathoo broke those
chains a long time ago, and did things his way.
He took a group of students and molded and fashioned
them to be thinkers and doers of good. The results speak
for themselves. When Nathoo spoke at the Saraswati
Vidya Niketan school, through the munificence of Swami
Aksharananda, he did so, not to praise British or Christian
values, but to uphold the human values of care and
compassion that have shaped all of us.
As for me, Nathoo inspires me everyday. I close my eyes
and I see him back in time, with book in hand, taking us into
worlds and pastures anew. I will forever be grateful to him. I
know many of his students feel the same way.
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DIWALI 2021: NEW YORK

Priya Paray represented the Shri Trimurti Bhavan as
Mother Lakshmi

Lakshmee Singh has delivered another knockout to
the community!

Lotuses foreground this dancer’s intricate moves as
the opening dance captivates the audience

Shlokas, bhajans, & dances overtake traffic on Liberty Avenue

By Dhanpaul Narine
and turning up to support them. Acharya
ho would have thought that a concert
Arun Gossai, one of the young stalwarts
would be held in the middle of
of the community, represented the
Liberty Avenue, in New York, and
Bhuvaneshwar Mandir. He explained the
significance of the Lakshmis, to the delight
that it would stop the traffic? This is exactly what
happened when the Divya Jyoti Association held
of the audience.
its annual Diwali program late last month.
The Mela had its fair share of politicians
Mother Lakshmi took the place of cars
vying for office, and a good many of them
and buses. The din of a Saturday afternoon
took to the stage. This writer called for
Hindus in Bangladesh to be respected, and
was replaced by the lilting sounds of Shlokas,
for the authorities there to stop persecuting
Bhajans, and classical dances to the divine.
Hindus.
Indeed, every note and gesture was directed to
the Divine Mother.
Lakshmee was most generous in her
One of the highlights of the occasion was
praise and thanked all. She would like to
the procession of a row of little Lakshmis to
acknowledge the role of the late pioneer,
Ramesh D. Kalicharran (Kali), who did an
the welcoming lotus. As they made their way,
enormous amount of work to bring the
bedecked in jewels and crowns, they captivated
the Avenue, and the smart screens on social
community together. It is no surprise that
media went abuzz with excitement.
a street is named after him in Queens, New
The success of the 2021 Diwali Mela in
York.
Members of the Bhuvaneshwar Mandir at the Mela (Dhanpaul Narine photos)
Queens, New York, can be attributed to
It was also fitting that his daughter,
Lakshmee Singh and the team that comprise the DJA. It is
the talented Romanee, should deliver greetings, in the Tamil
Lakshmee also invited the local mandirs in the planning.
language at the Diwali event.
this team that gave us the popular Diwali Motorcade, and the
This resulted in wide participation.
The success of the 2021 Diwali Mela means that there
beautiful floats that adorned Liberty Avenue. This year the
Pandit Purshotam Sukul from the Bronx began with
Motorcade was replaced by the Mela because of the pandemic.
could be changes for next year. One suggestion would be for
prayers, and this was followed by Bhajans from the various
the Havan to take place at the Arya Spiritual Center Ground,
According to one devotee, “We took over Liberty, and had
mandirs. The dances were well-choreographed, and the
a concert in the heart of Little Guyana. It was a marvelous
and for the Motorcade to continue on Liberty Avenue. The
professionalism was up to the mark.
feeling.”
grand finale would then happen at Liberty Avenue and Lefferts
Lakshmee would like to thank everyone for their
The splendor of the 2021 event has to do largely with
Boulevard, as was the case this year. This would require the
participation. The sponsors were amazing with their support.
the style and imagination of Lakshmee, the head of the
relevant permits, but where there is a will, there is a way.
Some of them were able to see their business being patronised
Hats off to Lakshmee and the DJA for bringing Hindu
organisation. The program was inclusive. Guyana, Trinidad,
as the concert was taking place.
culture closer to the community. Happy Diwali!
Suriname, India, the US, Jamaica, and others, were involved.
The parents too played their part in prepping the children

W

Pandit Purshotam Sukul opens the Mela with members of the DJA
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Colourful and spectacular dancers thrilled the audience
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The staff and members at Carpenters’ and Allied Workers Local 27 remember
all those who served and who are on active duty today, including our own Local 27
brothers and sisters. Today we think of all our fellow Canadians at sea and at bases
and deployments around the world who protect us, who stand on guard, and make the
ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.

Lest We Forget.

222 Rowntree Dairy Road | Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2 | T: 905-652-4140 | www.ubc27.ca
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AUTHORS' CORNER

Diaspora Must Reads

Kids’ book a sign of uncertain times

I

Stories of Our Indian Elders

A

collection of eight fascinating interviews with
accompanying thematic analyses and commentaries,
Lenroy Thomas’ Stories of Our Indian Elders
documents the trials, travails, and struggles faced by East
Indians who arrived in St Vincent over 100 years ago.
Thomas’ narratives are evocative and moving, capturing
the tremendous bravery of our East Indian ancestors who left
India behind for lands they did not know. They survived and
thrived, despite the hardships, struggles, and assimilation; they
took risks, and responded with energy, resilience, and strength.
The stories are preceded with a background of the historical
situation that existed both in India and St Vincent before
our ancestors embarked on the journey to the Caribbean.
It is followed by a periodic review of the narratives, and a
consideration of available records while also looking at the
current situation and future possibilities.
Thomas is a descendant of East Indians who came to the
Caribbean between 1861-1880. He grew up in St Vincent,
resided in England, and now resides in Turkey. With a career
in project appraisal, accounting, marketing management, and
teaching English, he still found time to research and write
about his Indian roots. The book is available at Amazon here.

n a sign of the times, a simple but relevant narrative
in dealing with the unnerving changes brought by the Covidexplores how a mother went about explaining to a child
19 pandemic.
the deadly, life-changing impacts brought into the world
Writing from what she knows, Ramoutar applied her lived
by Covid-19.
experiences in constructing the informative plot in Susan
Such was the project by first-time author Shivani Ramoutar, meets Mia the Mask.
her book Susan meets Mia the Mask undertaken as a
“Susan is picked up by her mom at school, and a
consequence of lived experiences during
conversation about Covid-19 ensues.
the deadly Covid-19 pandemic, along
They come home, they talk about it,
with her early aspiration to write and
they put on the television, and she tries
publish a children’s book.
on her mask. Susan’s mom gives her [a]
Ramoutar’s pilot publication, Susan
first bottle of hand sanitiser, which she is
meets Mia the Mask, tells the story about
excited about because she never owned
her personal experiences in having
one before,” Ramoutar says.
to explain to her children the lifestyle
Ramoutar continues in describing
changes wrought by Covid-19, Newsday
the entry point to the narrative, saying:
reported out of Trinidad and Tobago late
“Her mom tells her that she may not have
last month.
ballet, or swim classes anymore. It is a lot
Shivani Ramoutar
In her text, Ramoutar addresses some
for her to comprehend.”
of the pertinent questions that most parents were faced with
The author acknowledges she drew that scene out of daily
at the height of the restrictions, government regulations,
life as her family coped with the uncertainty and regulations
and draconian adjustments that had to be made in the daily
imposed in the real world by Covid-19.
lives of children in a time of
As she noted, she recalls
uncertainty and fear.
picking up her daughter and
As such, Susan meets Mia
son at school in mid-March
the Mask takes a look at
2020, not knowing it would be
online school, stay-at-home
the last day they would attend
restrictions, the inability to see
school for the next year and a
friends in person, wearing a
half.
mask, and using hand sanitiser.
The distress was instructive,
These are among the other
Ramoutar said, noting she
pertinent conversations Susan
faced an ongoing barrage of
has with her mom in what
questions: How would they
has successfully turned out to
learn from a computer? Why
be a simple but very relevant
was a face-mask necessary?
children’s narrative.
Why could not travel abroad?
With a voice that is gentle,
How come there were no more
along with delicacy in tone and
birthday parties with friends?
texture, Ramoutar achieves
“They were so inquisitive.
subtlety and nuance in her
I had to answer all their
delivery as Susan’s mom explains the change and uncertainty
questions. I decided I would write this book based on my
being faced by a world experiencing traumatic change.
experience explaining this virus to them. This book will serve
As Ramoutar told Newsday, one of her objectives in the text
as a reminder of something that we went through,” she said.
is to reassure both parents and children that they are not alone
Susan meets Mia the Mask is available here.

Words, life are currencies that eventually become spent

N

o one can deny the power of words. Words have
wide currency. This is no more apparent than in
the vernacular – the language or dialect spoken
by individuals in a particular country or region as against
standard English. Sometimes called slang, but more officially
known as Creole, the latter is a perfect example of a language
rich with vernacular. Pidgin, in linguistic terms, has limited
currency, while Creole has a wider base which develops from
pidgin.
Creole itself has different aspects, varying
from close to standard English (Acrolect),
to furthest away from standard English
Bernard
(Basilect). Creole is a mix of languages,
Heydorn
useful for communication between cultures,
hence its currency.
Growing up in British Guiana in the
1940’s and 1950’s, the language of my
father comes back to me. In his own way, I think he was a
“wordsmith”. Hank Williams, the famous country singer from
rural Georgia was described as “a Hillbilly Shakespeare”, for
his use of words in his songs. Rich in rhythm, metaphors, dead
or alive, Hank Williams has had an impact which lasts for
generations.
I used Creole language widely in my novel Walk Good
Guyana Boy (1994), utilising many of the sayings or words
spoken by my father and put them in a glossary. The title of
the book itself brought up discussion about the term “walk
good”, which Jamaicans claim came from Jamaica and not
Guyana. This itself is a perfect example of the “currency” of
words used in different situations in different neighbouring
countries, in this case, the Caribbean.
My father used this “currency” at home often, with great
effect!
“Go bile yuh head”, he would shout if I said something
foolish that he did not agree with.
“Bill seh any port for a storm”, means that a person takes
comfort or refuge wherever that person can find it.
“Tuh charge a pong and a crown” is to charge a lot of
money’; “tuh fall out of a coconut tree” is someone who has no
roots or origins, to be of unknown birth; “tuh grow old to sell
wood and coals” is to live to a ripe old age.
Incidentally, I would now be old enough “to sell wood and
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coals”. He would have qualified when he died at the age of 78.
“Tuh hold candle in devil face” is to accept your lowly lot,
especially in the presence of an unconscionable person.
In his frustrations to support a family of nine, he would
explode “I am the galded (gelded) horse!” – I have to take
responsibility for your actions and upkeep.
He would take out his frustrations on the children in the
family with a leather “strapping”, a fairly common practice in
those days in schools, and at home. “Yuh gun turn meh blood
tuh watah”, he would conclude after a “cut
ass”.
New Amsterdam, the town in which I
spent most of my childhood, was described
by some in the local vernacular as “a “God
forsaken; kiss meh ass place, behind God's
back” – an out of the way place in the bush
– a bush town.
With hard times knocking at our door, one of his favourites
was “the laangest day got an end” – our suffering and hard
times will come to an end. You won’t be poor forever.
He also said, “They put meh in harness early”; he was taken
out of school, and put to work at an early age.
“Rain pour like sweet ile”, describing to me the night I
was born during a major storm in Georgetown in 1945.
Incidentally, the great storm was followed by a great fire in
Georgetown. I often ascribed this to the fanfare of my birth!
“Yuh put rope round meh neck”, meant you will get me into
trouble; “studying from the palm of yuh hand” described my
older brother’s attempt to find text books to study from for
his Senior Cambridge High School exams, which my father
did not have the money to buy. My brother still managed a
Distinction!
This journey through my father’s sayings is a colourful
description of the life and times in which I grew up in my
household. How many of these words and sayings are original
to him is impossible to say. A number of these probably came
from his childhood.
I will conclude with a story my father told.
He worked for the Milk Control Department in
Georgetown in the 1940’s and used to go up the creeks of the
Demerara River to test the milk that the dairy farmers sent to
Georgetown. He used a milk tester, which I still possess, and

Milk tester used by Charles Orlando Heydorn (note
the initials) in the 1940’s. The W at the top of the tester indicates too much water; a modern-day assessment of two percent milk appears, remarkably, to
have passed the test! (Bernard Heydorn photos).
on occasion the milk had too much water. This was an offense
on which he had to act. He would take the can of milk and
throw it into the creek to the farmer’s dismay and chagrin.
The farmer replied philosophically, “Paanee give and paanee
tek” – it came from the water, and it's going back to the water”.
This is a perfect example of Creole – a mixture of English and
Hindi.
Much of colourful Creole has vanished with the years, and
been replaced by new Creole expressions. Like currency, old
coins give way to new ones. Like life, words and language die,
and new language springs forth.
However, in a number of cases, in words, in books, in
conversation, in stage and film, I come across the colour, the
beauty, the pragmatism of Creole, and I remember my father. It
is a panoramic picture of my childhood.
Gone but not forgotten, the “old boy” has left his mark, in
word, and in deed. Wherever he is, I hope that he is “walking
good”.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking
to you.
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Close Covid-19 call as Rowley goes abroad
Port-of-Spain – The UNC last week questioned whether
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley should travel abroad following
an accident with an employee at the Magdelena Golf Resort who
later tested positive for Covid-19.
The UNC also wondered whether Rowley should have gone
into quarantine, implying that he could have been exposed to
the coronavirus after his golf cart collided with, and injured,
the employee.
According to the UNC, Rowley should have immediately
gone into mandatory quarantine for the recommended 14
day-period following discovery that the accident victim was
Covid-19 positive. This should have been done as per the Public
Health Regulations imposed by the Ministry of Health and the
government, it stated.
It added, “Or are these regulations only for the average citizen?”
According to the UNC, there was one rule for nationals of
Trinidad and Tobago, and another for the Prime Minister.
Said the UNC: “Parents cannot take their kids to the beach,
but Rowley and his entourage can play golf unfettered by any
restriction. Where is the science in this?”
Meanwhile, Rowley left Trinidad and Tobago on Saturday

for UK to participate in high-level talks on climate change and
energy.
According to a release from the Office of the Prime Minister,
Rowley was invited to the event by the UK’s Prime Minister Boris
Johnson. Rowley will be attending the World Leaders Summit
now taking place at the UN Climate Change Conference,
COP26, in Glasgow, Scotland. The summit is now on, and ends
on November 12.
After the summit, Rowley will meet BP’s leadership in
London, the release stated.
“He will also meet with Shell, where he is expected to sign the
relevant documents, clearing the way for the development of the
cross border Manatee gas field of the Loran-Manatee reservoir,
which is jointly owned by Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela.”
Prior to his departure, Rowley said medical tests indicated he
was fit and healthy to travel abroad.
“The medical teams in Trinidad and in Tobago have been,
and continue to be fully aware of any and all known exposures
which I might have had. I am constantly being subjected to the
rigorous health protocols as they are required and applied. This
includes numerous testing, and two extended periods of isolation,” he said.

Keith Rowley
Addressing his latest exposure to an infectious Covid-19
individual, Rowley said the PCR test required 72 hours before
traveling returned with a negative result.

Vijay Maharaj

Port-of-Spain – The Caribbean Examinations Counci could
face lawsuits if it does not get its act together, Secretary General
of the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha, Vijay Maharaj has said.
Maharaj made the statement last week following reports by
students at St Augustine Girls’ High School that their SchoolBased Assessments grades for Caribbean Studies were downgraded from an A to a C by CXC. The examination body gave
no explanation for the move.
Maharaj called on CXC to explain the reasons for the downgrade, saying a local body should deal with complaints.
“Too many queries are taking place, and it is taking too long
for these... to be addressed,” Maharaj said.
He said some of the denominational schools have faced similar irregularities in the past.
“If CXC does not address concerns, it will get a flurry of
lawsuits. Our denominational board schools are affected, and
it is unfair for students who could have attained a national
scholarship. Seeing their marks downgraded is not acceptable,
especially if they have put in hard work. CXC must explain the
reason behind its decisions,” he declared.
Maharaj also said there have been irregularities before, which
CXC has not addressed.
“In the past, there have been concerns about the leakage of
examination papers. Some children are told in advance what is

coming for the exams, and this is unethical,” he added.
He also noted people are losing faith in CXC.
“CXC is now proving that it is tainted, and parents are talking
about it,” Maharaj said.
Last week around 100 SAGHS students complained their
SBAs were downgraded by CXC from a Grade A to Grade C,
which affected their chances of gaining scholarships.
The SBAs are internally marked by the teachers, and then
given to CXC for verification. School officials have since submitted a query asking for an explanation of the grades, but none
has been forthcoming.
Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister of Education Dr Nyan
Gadsby-Dolly said she was informed of the complaint after
SAGHS expressed concern to the local registrar, who in turn
notified CXC.
“These types of queries happen every year, and there is an
established procedure by which they are dealt with and resolved.
The published CXC results are preliminary, and this is the period where adjustments can be made based on student queries or
concerns raised by schools,” she said.
“The Registrar of CXC addressed the matters of SBA downgrades generally in 2020, as the concerns were widespread
throughout all territories in many different subject areas,” she
said, adding that adjustments to grades are not guaranteed.

Port-of-Spain – Heavy rains in Trinidad and Tobago have
driven swarms of locusts out of South Trinidad into the more
southwest coastal areas, with the insects showing a heavy presence in the South Oropouche mangroves and in Debe last week.
Swarms were also spotted along the coast from the South
Trunk Road, La Romaine, at the Southern Main Road at Guapo,
and along the coastline at Granville.
One farmer, Sunil Sookram, complained that the locusts had
consumed all the flowers on his budding mango trees. He also
noted an increase in the numbers of locusts.
“This is the first time we have seen this many locusts. This
is affecting farmers, and we hope that something could be done
about it,” Sookram said.
Meanwhile, at the M2 Ring Road in Debe, farmers were
spraying crops with insecticide.
Agricultural extension officers from the Ministry of
Agriculture have been tracking the grasshoppers since August
with a plan to destroy the breeding grounds. According to the

agriculture ministry, it is currently monitoring 28 hatching sites.
However, there was now a concern that the unusual heavy
rains may have split up the swarms and increased hatching sites.
Prior to arriving in the southwest areas of Trinidad, the
locusts had invaded the M2 Ring Road, Digity, New Grant
Junction, Fifth Company, and Barrackpore in south Trinidad.
According to the agriculture ministry’s tracking teams,
typically the locusts fly outwards, covering a large feeding
area, before returning to hatching sites. However, according
to experts, it is not uncommon to nest away from traditional
breeding grounds, which occurred in Tableland last year.
While farmers have called on the ministry for aerial spraying,
it is not an option right now, an official said last week.
“We also need a different approach. The chemical approach
is not ideal because pesticides are harmful to humans and pets.
Currently, we spray with propoxur, a liquid form of insecticide.
Other types of chemicals can be used, which will kill the grasshoppers and not other beneficial insects,” the official said.

Locusts feast on a mango tree in south Trinidad

Port-of-Spain – An increase in positive coronavirus cases in
Trinidad and Tobago for October has come at a time when the
Intensive Care Units of the parallel healthcare system is almost
at full capacity with critically ill Covid-19 patients.
Last week, Principal Medical Officer for Institutions, Dr
Maryam Abdool-Richards indicated that 51 out of the 52
ICU beds for Covid-19 patients were filled, even as six critical
Covid-19 patients were awaiting transfer from the Accident &
Emergency departments to Covid-19 ICU beds in the parallel
healthcare system.
Meanwhile, October saw the highest number of Covid-19
cases since June, with the number of deaths due to the coronavirus exceeding the September total.
Last month also saw 119 confirmed cases of infections by the
Covid-19 Delta variant. There were five Delta cases in August,
and 12 in September. By late last week, the nation’s Delta count

stood at 136 cases.
The highest number of Covid-19 cases was recorded in May
at 13,085, with the total number of deaths at 326.
The deadliest month so far was June, which saw 352 people
succumbing to the coronavirus. However, there was a decline in
positive cases to 8,884.
In July, the number of cases declined to 6,014, and deaths
declined to 230. Meanwhile, there was a slight uptick in cases
in August with 6,036, while the number of deaths fell to 214
over the previous month. September saw 5,862 infections and
191 deaths.
Meanwhile, Covid-19 cases and deaths in Tobago were likely
to be lower than the previous three months, with the island
recording 12 deaths due to the virus for October. Over the
weekend there were 18 positive cases, which increased the total
cases for October to 435.

Maharaj: CXC could face lawsuits over grades

South Trinidad plagued with locust infestation

Maryam Abdool-Richards
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ICUs almost filled with critically-ill Covid-19 cases
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Persad-Bissessar questions new PSC names
Port-of-Spain – The appointments made by President
She added, “I am of the view that the existing Merit List prePaula-Mae Weekes to the Police Service Commission will sented to the President should be sent to Parliament for considremain tainted until the questions are resolved from its crisis, eration in accordance with the law. The Commission collapsed
Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar said last week.
after presentation of that Merit list due to interference by a high
“I have already indicated that the President has no moral or public official.”
ethical authority to make any nominations regarding the PSC.
She said the government is hoping that by installing a new
Her office is mired in controversy regarding this issue,” Persad- PSC, nationals will move on from seeking out answers regardBissessar maintained last week.
ing the interference issues. However, this will not happen, she
At the time, Persad-Bissessar
declared.
was commenting on news that
“When the President can sit
the Office of the President
in office, shrouded in controhad nominated a fifth perversy, with the population daily
son, Attorney Rajiv Persad, for
losing all respect and confidence
appointment to the PSC.
in the Office, and refuses to
Persad-Bissessar said in movanswer about the interference,
ing forward with making nomi[it] is arrogance of the highest
nations, and not answering perorder,” Persad-Bissessar said.
tinent questions, Weekes’ was
She added, “These clandesfurther eroding the standing of
tine meetings and conflicting
her office.
reports only serve to reinforce
“Her continuing arrogance
that we are headed down the
and aloofness are further
road of dictatorship. The cultdestroying the image office of
like secrecy being exhibited by
the President in the eyes of our
the officials involved in this
Paula-Mae Weekes
citizens,” Persad-Bissessar said.
[PSC] crisis is very dangerous
Also, she noted that a majority of nationals are struggling with to our democracy.”
diminished confidence in the President since she continues to
Persad-Bissessar had written to the President earlier last
refuse to answer the questions regarding alleged interference in month stating she had lost all moral and ethical grounds to
the PSC.
continue to participate in the nomination process, given the
Last month, Persad-Bissessar brought an historic impeach- High Court ruling that the appointments of Gary Griffith and
ment motion against the President. It was subsequently defeated McDonald Jacob as acting top cop were unconstitutional.
in the Parliament, with the Speaker’s Guidelines for that motion
She also pointed out that Trinidad and Tobago still does not
requiring no debate, and for members to just vote.
know what happened that led to the nation being without a
Weekes’ five nominations for appointment to the PSC are to Police Commissioner for the first time in its recent history.
be debated in the Parliament, with Persad-Bissessar indicating
Persad-Bissessar said the President must say who is the
that the Opposition plans to fully participate.
public official that visited President’s House and interfered with
Under the former PSC board that was led by Bliss Seepersad, the process, and why did she not disclose that a Merit List was
a Merit List for the substantive position of Police Commissioner submitted to her and withdrawn.
was submitted to the President. However, it was immediately
The nomination of PSC members is done by the President in
withdrawn, according to a published statement from Weekes.
consultation with the Prime Minister and Opposition Leader.
Persad-Bissessar has since maintained that this Merit List is
Persad-Bissessar had called on Weekes to pause the process
still “legally live”.
and to provide answers.

CAL resumes Jamaica-T&T flights

Port-of-Spain – Caribbean Airlines announced last week
that flights between Jamaica and Trinidad will resume on
December 1. The announcement followed the lifting of Covid19 travel restrictions between both countries.
CAL’s announcement also indicated that flights will be timed
to facilitate same-day flights to Nassau, Bahamas, and other
destinations.
According to the CAL release, the airline plans to offer flights
from Port-of-Spain to Kingston on Wednesdays and Fridays at
8.30 am. Its return flights will be available on Wednesday at 4.50
pm, and on Friday at 5.20 pm.
The release also said flights between Port-of-Spain and
Jamaica to Sint Maarten will resume on December 11. There
would be one flight from Port-of-Spain to Sint Maarten on
Saturdays at 9.05 am, with return flights available at 11.55 am
and 7.10 pm.
CAL also announced it would be offering a seasonal twiceweekly service between Trinidad and Ft Lauderdale, Florida,
starting December 12 to January 10 next year. The flights will
depart Trinidad on Thursdays and Sundays at 10.55 am, with
return flights leaving Fr Lauderdale at 4 pm.
The airline also reminded passengers to research and verify
entry requirements for travel into destinations, and to make
appointments for Covid-19 tests via CAL’s website.
The release also noted that travel safety protocols, including
the mandatory wearing of face masks during check-in, while
boarding, and for the duration of flights, are still in place.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

S.D. Burman gave eternal resonance to Hindi film music

S

achin Dev Burman, familiarly known as S.D. Burman,
was a music composer who had a firm grounding in
Indian classical music, and a mastery of Bengali and
north eastern folk music. With this skill set he produced a
body of work that has a lasting impact on the Hindi film
industry.
S.D. Burman was born on October 1, 1906 in Comilla (now
Bangladesh). His mother was Nirmala Devi and his father,
Nabadwipchandra Dev Burman. His father was the second son
of Ishanachandra Dev Burman, the Raja of Tripura, so S.D.
Burman is descended from a royal family. He was one of nine
children, and the youngest of five boys.
S.D. Burman’s musical training was extensive. Initially he
learned under his father, who was an accomplished dhrupad
singer and sitar player. From 1925 to 1930 he underwent
formal training under K.C. Dey; later he studied under
taken place
Bishmadev Chattopadhaya, the sarangi maestro Kahifa Badal
in the late 1950s,
Khan, the great violin/sarod maestro Allaudin Khan, and
in Chalti ka naam gaadi.
Bengal’s revolutionary poet-musician Kazi Nazrul Islam.
The greatest achievement of the last
S.D. Burman’s professional career took off in 1932 as a
years of his life was his score for Hrishikesh
singer for the Calcutta radio station. He became famous for
Mukherjee’s Abhimaan, which was closely followed by his
his performances of Bengali, Tripuri folk music, and light
music for other Mukherjee films, notably Chupke chupke, and
classical music. It was also in that year that he released his first
Mili.
recording, a composition by Kazi Nazrul Islam. Over the next
Bollywood is known for its professional differences and
few years he released 131 Bengali songs.
S.D. Burman considered Kishore Kumar his 2nd son clashes of egos, and S.D. Burman was no exception.
It was during this period that
The most noted clash came in 1957 with his falling out with
his personal life was developing
Lata Mangeshkar. Although the details are not quite clear, the
as well. He constructed a house in
generally held view is that Lata used to be quite a “diva”, and
Calcutta. And probably the most
threw her weight around. This irritated most music directors,
significant event of his personal
but commercial pressures forced them to tolerate her.
life was when he started teaching a
Apparently S.D. Burman just could not put up with
young music student by the name
this, so he refused to book her and instead used her sister,
of Meera Dasgupta, with whom he
Asha Bhosle. Years later, Asha would become S.D. Burman’s
became romantically involved. She
daughter-in-law.
was well-educated, and from a very
S.D. Burman had health problems in the 1960’s which
respectable family, but because
affected his work. These problems were partly alleviated by
she did not represent nobility, his
the assistance of his son, R.D. Burman, who had already
family found her unacceptable.
established his bona fides as a music director. During
S.D. Burman refused to leave
this period S.D. Burman came out with some of his most
her, and was forced to sever his ties
memorable work. His contributions to Guide (1965), seem
with his own family, and thereby
particularly noteworthy.
forfeited his inheritance. The
Apart from being a music director, he also lent his voice to
couple got married and from their
some iconic songs, most notable “Waha Kaun Hai Tera” from
union R.D. Burman, who turned
the film Guide.
out to be a music director in his
S.D. Burman continued to work through the end of the
own right, was born in 1939.
1960s, and well into the 1970s. Abhiman (1973), Chupke
S.D. Burman’s career as a
Chupke (1975), and Mili (1975), are a few works from this
music composer began in the
period that stand out.
mid 1930s. Initially he composed
S.D. Burman with wife Meera Dasgupta
Among his many honours, Burman
music for Bengali theatre. His first
received the Sangeet Natak Akademi
compositions made their way into the films with Rajgee (1937),
(National Academy of Music, Dance,
and his first hit movie as a film director came in Nirbashan
and Drama) award in 1958, and the
(1940). After that, he was the music director for a string of
Padma Shri, one of India’s highest civilian
successful Bengali films.
awards, in 1969 for his contribution to
In 1944, he moved to Bombay (now Mumbai), which
music. His name also has been attached
started a new chapter in his life. He was brought by Sasadhar
to a number of music awards from a
Mukherjee to Bombay to work on two Ashok Kumar films
variety of organisations.
– Shikari (1946), and Aath Din (1946). There he quickly
Interestingly, legendary Indian
established himself as an innovative film composer with an
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar was named
exceptional sensitivity to the demands of the moving image.
after S.D. Burman, as his grandfather was
His music enhanced the power of the visuals, as, for example,
a fan of the music director.
did the song “Yeh duniya agar mil bhi jaaye to kya hai”
On October 1, 2007 in Agartala, on
(Pyaasa), performed on-screen by Guru Dutt.
his 101st birthday, the Indian Postal
Burman did most of his work for Dev Anand’s Navketan
department released a commemorative
films (Taxi Driver, Funtoosh, Guide, Paying Guest, Jewel Thief,
S.D. Burman’s & Kishore Kumar’s statues
postage stamp in S.D. Burman’s honour.
and Prem Pujari); Guru Dutt’s films (Baazi, Jaal, Kaagaz ke
Many books have been published
phool), and Bimal Roy’s productions
on the life of S.D. Burman. In 2011,
(Devdas, Sujata, and Bandini).
his biography, Incomparable Sachin
The years 1949-1950 were a pivotal
Dev Burman, by H.Q. Chowdhury was
period for S.D. Burman. He became
published in English.
disillusioned with the whole Hindi film
In another book, S.D. Burman: The
business and left Mashaal (1950) midway
World of His Music, the author S.K.
through the project. He resolved that he
Raychaudhury brought to light many
would leave the whole Bombay Hindi
lesser known facts about the music
film scene, and return to Calcutta, where
director.
he felt there was more artistic integrity.
The book reveals that during the
Had he done so, he probably would
recording of the song, “Dum Maaro
have spent the remainder of his days as
Dum”, the maestro became so upset
merely a regional music director, largely
S.D. Burman’s postage stamp
Ancestral home in Comilla (now Bangladesh)
with the musical style of his son R.D.
unknown to most of India. However he
Burman, that he left the studio.
Kishore Kumar, whom he regarded as his second son.
was persuaded not to leave, and stayed in Bombay.
Midway through his work on Mili, S.D. Burman went into a
The songs in films such as Nau do gyarah, Munimji, and
Thereafter he was the music director for a string of very
coma; he died on October 31, 1975.
Prem Pujari were major triumphs for both composer and
successful and artistically highly regarded films such as Kagaz
And according to sources, in 2012, Bangladesh’s Prime
singer.
Ka Phool (1959), and Devdas (1955).
Minister Sheikh Hasina declared the ancestral property of S.D.
S.D. Burman made an effortless transition to the modern
S.D. Burman’s long and fruitful association with the
Burman would be converted into a folk cultural institute-cumera of film music with the hugely popular Aradhana, although
multifaceted playback singer Kishore Kumar yielded countless
museum.
his first successful experimentation with Western sounds had
musical hits. It is reported that S.D. Burman was very fond of
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Shah Rukh Khan’s son Aryan granted bail

B

ollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan’s son has been
In an affidavit before the court,
granted bail 26 days after he was arrested for allegedly
Prabhakar Sail, who made the
doing recreational drugs at a party.
allegations, said he was a personal
Aryan Khan, 23, was taken off a cruise ship that was on its
bodyguard of Kiran Gosavi,
way from Mumbai city to the State of Goa on October 2.
reportedly a private investigator. Sail
The Narcotics Control Bureau charged him under laws
also alleged that there was a threat to
“related to possession, consumption and sale of illegal
his life.
substances”.
Gosavi was present during the
He has denied the allegations against him.
raid on the ship, and was seen in a
Shah Rukh Khan
His lawyer has repeatedly told the court that no drugs were
selfie with Aryan Khan after his arrest.
found in the possession of
The case has been
the actor’s son, and that
dominating media
there was “no evidence
headlines. While there
that he had consumed any
has been no official
drugs”.
statement from Shah Rukh
Aryan Khan’s lawyers
Khan, some Bollywood
approached the Mumbai
personalities have defended
High Court after a special
Aryan Khan.
court that hears narcotics
Experts have also
cases rejected his bail twice
criticised what they say is
in October. The special
the “excessive media gaze”
court also rejected the bail
around his arrest.
pleas of two others accused
Many Bollywood actors
in the case.
and TV personalities have
The High Court
been under scrutiny since
heard the matter for over
last year in what appears
two days as both sides
to be an investigation
presented their arguments.
into claims of widespread
In an earlier hearing,
drug use in the Hindi film
the prosecution had argued
industry.
Aryan Khan granted bail last Thursday.
that it was necessary to take a “serious view” of drug use
In 2020, the narcotics agency questioned at least four
among youngsters. It also argued that Aryan Khan could not
actresses, including Deepika Padukone, but none have been
be treated differently from the 17 others accused in the case,
accused of any wrongdoing.
and should, therefore, not be released on bail.
They had also arrested actress Rhea Chakraborty in
Officials from NCB raided the cruise ship on October 2 –
September last year for allegedly buying drugs for her actor
they said they had been tipped off there were drugs on board.
boyfriend, Sushant Singh Rajput.
Aryan Khan was searched and interrogated before he boarded
Rajput, 34, was found dead in his flat on June 14. Police
the ship – and eventually taken into custody by the NCB.
at the time said he had killed himself. But the case took an
He was arrested the following day. He was initially in
unexpected turn when his family accused Chakraborty of
custody at the NCB’s office, but was later moved to a jail.
abetment to suicide, sparking months of media coverage and
In a fresh twist in the case, a key witness has alleged that
speculation.
he was “forced” to sign “blank papers” at the NCB’s office in
Chakraborty, who had denied any wrongdoing, was released
connection with the case.
from jail a month after her arrest.
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Siddiqui quits OTT shows

A

ctor Nawazuddin Siddiqui will quit working in
productions made for the streaming market, calling
online platforms “a dumping ground for redundant

shows”.
In the past few years, there has been a surge in Over-theTop content on streaming platforms, including Amazon
Prime, Hotstar, and Netflix. Coincidentally, Nawaz had starred
in Netflix’s first Indian original series Sacred Games, which
received international acclaim. He played the role of the
hardened and dreaded gangster Ganesh Gaitonde, and received
much praise for his performance.
Said Nawaz: “The platform has become a dumping ground
for redundant shows. We either
have shows that don’t deserve to be
seen in the first place. Or sequels
to shows that have nothing more
to say.”
He added, “It’s become
‘dhanda’ (Hindi for racket) for
big production houses and actors.
Major film producers in Bollywood
have cut lucrative deals with all
the big players in the OTT field.
Producers get whopping amounts
Siddiqui
to create unlimited content.”
The excitement and challenge that he had experienced when
he worked in Sacred Games has evaporated, he said, adding,
“When I can’t bear to watch them, how can I bear to be in
them?” he said.
Nawaz also mentioned other stars have now flocked to the
OTT platforms, “creating tantrums”.
“Yeh star system bade parde ko kha gaya (This star system
killed the big screen). Now we have so-called stars on OTT
claiming big money, and throwing tantrums like Bollywood
A-listers. They forget. Content is king. Woh zamana chala
gala. When stars ruled. Before this lockdown and the digital
domination, A-listers would release their films in 3,000
theatres across the country. People had no choice but to see
them. Now they have unlimited choices,” he said.
Nawazuddin Siddiqui rose to prominence with films like
Kahaani and Gangs Of Wasseypur franchise. He has starred in
Manto, Photograph, Raman Raghav, Manjhi: The Mountain Man,
Bajrangi Bhaijaan, and Babumoshai Bandookbaaz.
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De Kock bows, plans to take a knee

Q

uinton de Kock apologised last week to teammates
“I felt like my rights were taken away when I was told what
and supporters for refusing to play in the T20 World we had to do in the way that we were told,” he said. He noted
Cup game against West Indies, saying he felt his rights too that perhaps other players were also uncomfortable with the
were “taken away” when players were told they must take a order.
knee in support of the Black
Cricket South Africa isLives Matter movement, the
sued the order a few hours beGuardian has reported. He
fore the crucial game in Dubai
added compelling someone
after previously saying players
to take a knee also “takes
could choose their own way
away the meaning”.
to show support for the antiFollowing his refusal to
racism movement.
take the knee and the fallout
“I did not, in any way,
it cause, de Kock later said
mean to disrespect anyone
he was “more than happy”
by not playing against West
to make the gesture of supIndies, especially the West Inport ahead of future games
dian team themselves. Maybe
if it “helps to educate others,
some people don’t understand
and make the lives of others
that we were just hit with this
better”.
on [the morning of the game],
He is a wicketkeeper-batson the way to a game. I am
Quinton de Kock kneels to execute a shot
man, a former captain, and
deeply sorry for all the hurt,
one of South Africa’s star players. In the T20 game against the confusion, and anger that I have caused,” he said.
West Indies, he made himself unavailable following a directive
He added, “I am not a racist. In my heart of hearts, I know
from South Africa’s cricket board that ordered all its players to that. And I think those who know me know that.”
take a knee before games.
His refusal to play because of the Black Lives Matter gesture
De Kock withdrew from the game, while the other South Af- sparked fierce reaction at home in South Africa, where issues
rican players took a knee before the start, including some who of race and racism are constantly in the headlines following its
had not previously performed the gesture.
history of forced segregation under the apartheid regime that
In a statement, de Kock said he did not mean to offend any- ended in 1994.
one; however, he was “shocked” at the directive.
South Africa’s multiracial cricket team had previously taken
a divided approach to taking a knee, with some kneeling with
raised fists, others stood with their fists raised, while some white
players, including de Kock, have previously stood with their
hands by their side or behind their backs.
The disparate responses by the South African players have
provoked accusations they do not support the anti-racism
movement. De Kock has previously been asked why he does not
take a knee if he is against racism. He has responded saying his
stand is for personal reasons. However, following the fallout last
week, he said he had been “quiet on this very important issue
until now”, he felt the need to “explain myself a little bit”.
He also denied accusations in the aftermath of the recent
controversy that he was racist, explaining “for those who don’t
Keshav Maharaj
know” that he comes from a mixed-race family, with his stepmother being Black, and his half-sisters mixed.
Said de Kock: “For me, Black lives have mattered since I was
outh Africa’s Keshav Maharaj last week took his ability to born. Not just because there was an international movement. I
spin beyond the boundary when he spoke to the kneel- didn’t understand why I had to prove it with a gesture, when I
ing controversy following Quinton de Kock’s decision to live and learn and love people from all walks of life every day.
not take the knee, ESPNcricinfo and Cricbuzz reported. De Kock When you are told what to do, with no discussion, I felt like it
later apologised for his decision.
takes away the meaning. If I was racist, I could easily have taken
However, in what appeared to be a defensive move, Maharaj the knee and lied, which is wrong, and doesn’t build a better
delivered a positive spin to the controversy, saying, “No one is a society,” he added.
racist within our team. We all support one another and respect
Last week CSA spoke with the team and management of its
everyone’s cultural, religious and spiritual differences.”
men’s team in what de Kock later described as an “emotional”
He added, “It [was] obviously…. a tough week. But the boys meeting.
are mature enough and adult enough to adapt to the situation.
“Following the meeting, the Proteas men’s team agreed to
The spirits were high in training. There is the buzz and drive that align and unify in taking the knee for the remaining fixtures of
is back… The boys are focused on cricket now.”
the World Cup campaign,” the CSA said. It also acknowledged
However, even as Maharaj claimed that the team was regain- de Kock’s statement.
ing its focus, the Social Justice and Nation-Building hearings
“[CSA] welcomes all of these developments. They confirm
had reached its conclusion back in South Africa. The SBN was [its] commitment to non-racism. Taking a united stance against
launched by Cricket South Africa in July in an attempt to un- racism is a moral issue, not a political issue. The CSA board recover endemic racism within the game at all levels.
grets that the timing of its directive… may have been unsettling
The hearings ended with an address by former West Indies for the players in the lead-up to the match against the West Inpacer, Michael Holding. In his recent book, Why We Kneel, How dies,” it said.
We Rise, Holding addresses the global Black Lives Matter campaign, and its collision with the world of sport.
Maharaj could not say if any of his teammates had read Holdormer England wicketkeeper Sarah Taylor has been aping’s book. However, it was noted in the cricketing world how
pointed as Team Abu Dhabi’s assistant coach for the
his message of unity remained incongruous with the events that
upcoming Abu Dhabi T10 competition, ESPNcricinfo
unfolded following de Kock’s refusal to take the knee.
Said Maharaj: “We’ve had endless chats about this as a team, reported last week. The competition starts on Noand we respect everyone’s decisions and views and opinions. So, vember 19.
Taylor is a specialist coach of the Sussex men’s
for us it is not a big thing. We know everyone supports one another. Respect is one of our pillars, and I think that is what it team, and is regarded as one of the best wicketkeepers in the history of the game, male or female. Her
boils down to.”
new role is a breakthrough moment in men’s franApparently, Maharaj was also eager to forgive and forget.
“[De Kock] puts match-winning knocks on, we saw that in Sri chise cricket, and follows the appointment of Julia
Lanka where he was the player of the series [in September, scor- Price as Brisbane Heat’s assistant coach in Deceming 153 from three matches with two 50s]. He’s a very mature ber 2019.
“Coming into this franchise world, you get playcharacter despite what people may think. We love having him in
Sarah
ers and coaches coming in from all around the
the team,” Maharaj said.
He added, “We drew a lot of inspiration from the way we’ve world where it may not necessarily be the norm, but I’d love to
reacted in the past to various situations thrown at us, and this think that some young girl or some woman watching can see
has made us bond and gel even stronger. You’ll see a lot more en- me in the coaching team and realise that is an opportunity, and
ergy than you have seen in the last two games, which is hard to they can push for it, saying ‘If she can do it, [then] why can’t I?’,”
Taylor said following her appointment.
believe especially where we started. It has brought us together.”

Maharaj puts a spin on kneeling

S

Stafanie Taylor

Taylor on team to Zimbabwe

T

he Caribbean’s regional selectors have named a 15-member squad for West Indies women’s campaign in the ICC
Women’s Cricket World Cup Qualifier 2021 in Zimbabwe from November 21 to December 5, the Caribbean Media
Corporation reported last week.
Regular captain Stafanie Taylor has returned to lead the unit,
which will first head to Karachi for a three-match One-Day International series against Pakistan from November 8-14 before
travelling to Zimbabwe.
West Indies women have also been lifted by the return of
stroke-maker Shemaine Campbelle, who has been kept out of
action by injury for over a year. The 29-year-old right-hander
joins a squad that features the experience of all-rounder Deandra Dottin and off-spinning vice-captain Anisa Mohammed,
along with opener Hayley Matthews and fast bowler Shamilia
Connell.
Commenting on the team, lead selector Ann Browne-John
said: “The upcoming Pakistan series and World Cup qualifiers
are crucial as the team works towards participation in the Cricket World Cup in 2022.”
She added, “It is important to note that Shemaine Campbelle
is once again fit and available after being away through injury.
She is one of the senior players and has shown herself to be one
of the premier wicketkeepers in the world. She scored runs in
the practice match since her return.”
Also, “The captain Stafanie Taylor, who missed the South Africa Series is also back, which also serves to strengthen both the
batting and bowling. The squad has a mix of senior and developing players. Particular mention must be made of two young
players, Qiana Joseph and Rashada Williams, who had very encouraging series against South Africa, and hopefully they will go
from strength to strength.'
The West Indies women arrived in Pakistan earlier this week
for three ODIs to be played at the National Stadium in Karachi.
They then travel directly to Zimbabwe after the ODI series for
the ICC Women’s World Cup Qualifier.
The regional side will be one of ten teams, along with Pakistan, aiming to secure one of three qualifying places for the
World Cup in New Zealand in February 2022. The West Indies
women last toured Pakistan in January 2019 for three T20Is in
Karachi.
Squad: Stafanie Taylor (captain), Anisa Mohammed (vicecaptain), Aaliyah Alleyne, Shemaine Campbelle, Shamilia Connell, Deandra Dottin, Sheneta Grimmond, Chinelle Henry, Qiana Joseph, Kycia Knight, Kyshona Knight, Hayley Matthews,
Chedean Nation, Shakera Selman, Rashada Williams; travelling
reserves are Cherry Ann Fraser, Shabika Gajnabi, and Karishma
Ramharack.

Sarah Taylor lands breakthrough coaching role

F

22

She added, “I do hope that it becomes a little more normal,
and I may be the first [in a franchise role], but I won’t be the last.
Coaching is my passion, and it is kind of going down the men's
route, which is really exciting. I’ve never had issues
in male environments, and I enjoy the challenge.
You always want to prove that you’re good enough,
but that is the same for any coach going into a new
environment.”
She won two World Cups and the Women’s
World T20 in a stellar career that encompassed a
total of 226 caps for England.
In 2021 Taylor came out of retirement to play
for Welsh Fire in the Hundred, as well as Northern
Taylor
Diamonds in the Charlotte Edwards, and Rachael
Heyhoe Flint Cups. She said the Abu Dhabi opportunity was too
good to turn down.
“It came completely out of the blue and it was an amazing
surprise. I’ve been counting down the days until I can get to Abu
Dhabi and get going. I cannot wait,” she said.
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Out of holding pattern, Holder gets the pick

T

he addition of Jason Holder to the West Indies T20
World Cup 15 was fortuitous for his contribution to the
much-needed win last Friday against Bangladesh. Also,
Holder making the overall side came none too soon, former
pacer Tony Gray said early last week.
Last week Holder replaced left-arm fast bowler Obed McCoy,
who was ruled out of the tournament following a right shin injury. He played in just one match.
Holder was already in the UAE as a travelling
reserve, and was available for selection. His performance in the match against Bangladesh was
instrumental in West Indies taking the win.
Commenting on the team adjustment, lead
selector Roger Harper said, “Jason Holder has
been in the UAE for a while now, and will fit quite
well into the team unit. He is an experienced and
knowledgeable cricketer, who we know will be
eager and excited to grab the opportunity.”
Speaking about McCoy, Harper said: “[He]
did really well in the T20Is earlier this year, and
adapted well in the opening match against EngJason
land. He was a key member of the bowling unit,
and it is unfortunate he won’t be able to take part any further.”
Harper added, “We wish him a speedy recovery and hope to
see him back on the field ready to go again in the near future.”
Commenting on the lineup changes, Gray said: “I’m surprised… Mc Coy has continued to be injured since the interna-

tional games here in the Caribbean. But it’s nice to know that…
Holder has been given an opportunity to play in the World Cup
because he fully deserves it, and should have been in the original
15-man squad.”
Gray said Holder would make a definite impact. He will also
play in the upcoming games against Australia and Sri Lanka.
“Obviously we have to win the next three games to stand a
chance of qualifying for the semi-finals, and I
think that… Holder’s influence being a leader
in the past, and also his great all-round ability,
and his freshness might give the West Indies
team an injection of much needed positivity.”
West Indies were winless after their opening two matches in which they were outplayed
by England and South Africa, losing by six and
eight wickets, respectively.
Gray was also critical on how the campaign
has been managed so far.
“The coaching has been poor. They are still
trying to find the proper batting order. The
first two games [Shimron] Hetmyer batted at
Holder
three and then seven. You had all this time to
put your players in position where they understand their roles
and not tinker with the batting order. Even in the practice games
against Pakistan and Afghanistan there was no chemistry because players were going in different batting positions and this
type of attitude permeated into the actual Super 12,” Gray said.

Sirs Andy & Gordon, Haynes all out for a ‘Doc’

C

ricket West Indies last week congratulated three West
Indies cricket legends on recently being awarded honorary doctorates from the University of the West Indies.
Sir Andy Roberts, Sir Gordon Greenidge, and Desmond
Haynes, received Honorary Doctor of Laws degrees in recent
ceremonies. Sir Andy was honoured by the UWI Five Islands
Campus in Antigua, while Sir Gordon and Haynes were recognised at the UWI Cave Hill Campus in Barbados.
All three are members of the ICC Hall of Fame. They were
part of the formidable West Indies team that dominated world
cricket in the 1970s and 1980s. Sir Andy and Sir Gordon were
members of the 1975 and 1979 World Cup winning teams, while
Haynes was a member of the 1979 team.

During a brief ceremony in Antigua, the CWI as well as the
board of directors and staff of the Coolidge Cricket Ground presented Sir Andy with a token of appreciation. The presentation of
the special hamper was made by Enoch Lewis a director of CWI,
and Nelecia Yeates, general manager of CCG.
“I felt that it was an honour... I appreciate anything that is
given to me because of my contribution towards the game of
cricket, and towards the development of Antigua and Barbuda,”
Sir Andy said.
West Indies Players Association’s honorary treasurer, Ridley
Jacobs, expressed the group’s commendations to Sir Andy Roberts. WIPA also offered similar congratulations to both Sir Gordon and Haynes.

ICC T20 World Cup Schedule
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021
(All Times Local)
Thursday, November 4
Australia vs Bangladesh, 34th Match, Super
12 Group 1, Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, Dubai, 2:00 PM.
WI vs Sri Lanka, 35th Match, Super 12 Group
1, Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi, 6:00 PM.
Friday, November 5
New Zealand vs Namibia, 36th Match, Super
12 Group 2, Sharjah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah,
2:00 PM.
India vs Scotland, 37th Match, Super 12
Group 2, DIC Stadium, Dubai, 6:00 PM.
Saturday, November 6
Australia vs West Indies, 38th Match, Super
12 Group 1, Sheikh Zayed Stadium, AD, 2:00
PM.
England vs South Africa, 39th Match, Super
12 Group 1, Sharjah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah,
6:00 PM.
Sunday, November 7
New Zealand vs Afghanistan, 40th Match,
Super 12 Group 2, Sheikh Zayed Stadium, AD,
2:00 PM.
Pakistan vs Scotland, 41st Match, Super 12
Group 2, Sharjah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah,
6:00 PM.
Monday, November 8
India vs Namibia, 42nd Match, Super 12
Group 2, DIC Stadium, Dubai, 6:00 PM.
Wednesday, November 10
TBC vs TBC, 1st Semi-Final, Sheikh Zayed
Stadium, Abu Dhabi, 6:00 PM.
Thursday, November 11
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2021: TBC vs TBC,
2nd Semi-Final, DIC Stadium, Dubai, 6:00 PM.
Sunday, November 14
ICC Mens T20 World Cup 2021TBC vs TBC,
Final, DIC Stadium, Dubai, 6:00 PM.

From Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and your Liberal MPs

Happy Diwali

Hon. Omar Alghabra

Hon. Anita Anand
Oakville

Scarborough Southwest

Hon. Bill Blair

Hon. Bardish Chagger
Waterloo

Scarborough North

Markham—Unionville

Omar.Alghabra@parl.gc.ca

Anita.Anand@parl.gc.ca

Bill.Blair@parl.gc.ca

Bardish.Chagger@parl.gc.ca

Shaun.Chen@parl.gc.ca

Paul.Chiang@parl.gc.ca

Mississauga Centre

Shaun Chen

Paul Chiang

Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau
Papineau

Han Dong

Hon. Kirsty Duncan
Etobicoke North

Mississauga East—Cooksville

Mississauga—Malton

Mississauga—Erin Mills

Markham—Thornhill

Han.Dong@parl.gc.ca

Kirsty.Duncan@parl.gc.ca

Peter.Fonseca@parl.gc.ca

Iqwinder.Gaheer@parl.gc.ca

Iqra.Khalid@parl.gc.ca

Mary.Ng@parl.gc.ca

Don Valley North

Peter Fonseca

Arif Virani

Hon. Mary Ng

Maninder Sidhu
Brampton East

Brampton South

Mississauga—Streetsville

Parkdale—High Park

Scarborough Centre

Ruby.Sahota@parl.gc.ca

Maninder.Sidhu@parl.gc.ca

Sonia.Sidhu@parl.gc.ca

Rechie.Valdez@parl.gc.ca

Arif.Virani@parl.gc.ca

Salma.Zahid@parl.gc.ca
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Rechie Valdez

Iqra Khalid

Ruby Sahota

Brampton North

Sonia Sidhu

Iqwinder Gaheer
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Salma Zahid

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

437-235-7599

Vincent Condominiums In Vaughan
Take living to the next
level with Vincent Condos!
They have astonishing
entertainment for
everyone in the family, and
everything to fit your needs.
Vincent is focused around
the Vaughan Metropolitan
Center. Vaughan topped the
905 market with the highest
number of new condo sales
during the first quarter of
2021.
Starting
From Mid -

$400K
Toronto For Sale $499,000

Location!
Location!
Location!
Move-in ready.
Very well
maintained 2
storey 3 bedroom
townhome. Great
for first time
home buyers/investors. Fully fenced yard with lots
of storage space. Close to all amenities: shopping
malls, grocery stores & libraries. Steps to TTC and
close to 400/401/407 and more...

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

