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Leaders call for unity in T&T
Port-of-Spain – A call for national unity in
Trinidad and Tobago was issued last week by
Hindu religious leaders and organisations following the vandalism, and desecration, of the
Carapo Shiv Hindu Mandir.
While the thieves took away jewelry, kitchen utensils, and caused thousands of dollars
in damage, an act of defilement was also performed with the cooking, and consuming of
beef in the mandir’s kitchen.
An atonement and purification ceremony
was later conducted following the sacrilege
that saw Pundit Dinesh Rambally calling on
all religious organisations and nationals to
“free ourselves of the evil plaguing [Trinidad
and Tobago]”.
“By this unity, we do not expect that there
will be a removal of all of our differences; but
we do expect that we can mutually respect our
sectarian differences and appreciate the spiritual truths,” Rambally said.
He also declared the biggest blow that can
be dealt against evil in Trinidad and Tobago
would be to unite nationals of all races, religions, and communities.
Said Rambally: “By this, we will again begin
to foster an acute disposition towards being

our brother’s keeper, something which seems
to have become lost on us.”
While condemning the defiling of the
mandir, the Hindu Women’s Organisation of
Trinidad and Tobago also described as “heartening” the “tremendous outpouring of empathy from persons of all races and religions”.
In a statement calling on the police and
judiciary to act, the group noted the national
support was a reminder that the promise of an
equal place for each creed and race, explicitly
articulated in the national anthem, still echoes
“in the consciousness of many good and rightthinking persons”.
The Hindu Women’s statement continued:
“The biggest crime here is not about the thousands of dollars in kitchen utensils and repairs.
It is about a door being opened for religious
hate crimes, which we are only familiar with
when we look at happenings in other countries
where religious tension is a daily occurrence.”
It added, “The actions of these intruders
have proven that within the hearts of some,
there are deep-seated hatred and bigotry,
which, if left unchecked, can gradually manifest from one religion to another.”
See story on Page 19

The Carapo Hindu Mandir was targeted by vandals earlier this month, with an
act of defilement committed in the mandir’s kitchen; in the superimposed photo,
pundits & other religious leaders conduct a purification ceremony
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Ontario Elections 2022 is
underway with campaigning
until Election Day, June
2. In photos, clockwise
above, are the Progressive
Conservative’s Doug Ford;
New Democrats’ Andrea
Horwath; Liberal leader,
Stephen Del Duca; and
the Green Party’s Mike
Schreiner. See our election
coverage on pages 4-5
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$939,000

$899,000

Value With Elegance

Fresh as Spring!

Come see this masterpiece with double car garage
that includes internal access to a w/o bsmt!
Features include 3 bedrooms & main floor den on
upper level as well as a bedroom. Nicely updated
with a modern front door, laminate floors, potlights,
Lorex security cameras, & beautiful new deck.

1-year-old home w/ tall ceilings & lge sun-catching
wins., modern as daybreak w/ symphony in each
room. Premium corner unit w/ private patio. Layout
open concept kitchen., great room w/ electr. firepl.,
& main flr den. Modernity shows: laundry on 2nd
flr. All new & worry free w/ new home warranty!

$839,900

$979,700

Your Finest Opportunity!

A Symphony In Every Room

Don’t miss opportunity to own a spacious freehold
townhome at Keele south of Finch! Prime location
near to a new transit line. Take in the beautiful
layout featuring internal access from the garage, a
spacious patio, & a fenced backyard. A great price
point with no maintenance fees! Call today.

Gorgeous & elegant corner home offers impressive
ground floor w/ sliding doors to large deck &
private backyard. Spacious home boasts internal
access from garage, main level with large & mod.
kitch. w/ quartz counters & breakfast bar. Beautiful
open conc. design encourages maximum sunshine!

$1,199,000
Close To Transit!

$1,450,000
See It To Believe It!

Charmingly delightful! Don’t miss large
home in one of Brampton’s most well-sought
neighbourhoods! Open concept maximises space
w/ impressive, functional layout. Finished bsmt apt
w/ 2 bdrms. Lge windows, generous-sized rooms,
beautiful backyard with wood deck & many more.
Close to many amenities, Hwys & public transit.

A symphony in every room! First time on
market. Original homeowners. Tour well-kept &
unforgettable home. Internet hardwired thruout,
w/ built-in speakers in each room. Impressive
hardwood, California shutters, 2 ensuite bathrms,
extra-long drvwy, unspoilt bsmnt w/sep ent & many
more upgrades. You need to see it to believe it!

Sharp as a Tack

Stunningly Modern!

$1,039,000

This lovely home is packed with upgrades awaiting
your eyes! This impressive home boasts a large
walkway, a large patio, double door entry, fully
open concept main floor with a separate dining
room, engineered hardwood, and plenty of large
windows welcoming in natural lighting.
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$699,000

Gorgeously renovated spacious suite boasts
sun-drenched windows, beautiful & easy to clean
laminate floors, & spectacular view of TO’s skyline.
Within 10 mins of all 400 series Hwys, transit lines,
shopping & amenities, this upgraded unit has been
freshly painted, polished & shines like a jewel!

CANADA

DENTISTRY

Carpenters’ ready to return to negotiations

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Vaughan – The strike by the Carpenters’ union in Ontario bers that are desperate to get back to work to be able to provide
continued this week by more than 15,000 of its members even for their families,” it declared.
as negotiations with employers remained stalled from last week.
Said Yorke: “This is extremely disappointing news for all of
In its latest update statement issued late last week, the us at the Carpenters’ Union. Stalling these negotiations for 12
Carpenter’s District Council of Ontario,
days or even longer will have a hugely detUnited Brotherhood of Carpenters and
rimental effect across Ontario. The liveliJoiners of America indicated that discushoods of our members are being impacted,
sions were continuing between the union
and we demand that the employers get back
and employers.
to the bargaining table as soon as possible
In the May 12 statement, the Union said it
to resolve this situation before it gets any
had “made it clear to the employers that we
worse.”
are ready and willing to return to the barYorke also declared the union will congaining table, and that we wanted to recomtinue to “push for the wage increase that
mence negotiations on… May 13, 2022, or
we believe our members deserve. Given
on the weekend, or on any day next week”.
the current economic circumstances in our
Additionally, “It is the Union’s position
province, we believe it is only fair that wages
that this strike should end with an agreereflect the skyrocketing cost of living, inflament being reached as soon as possible due
tion, and housing affordability crisis we are
to the severe financial impact [it] is having
all experiencing”.
on our industry and all Ontarians.”
He added, “We also understand that we
However, the statement noted that “the
have a responsibility to Ontarians to end this
employers took the position that they
strike as soon as we can. That is why we are
Mike Yorke
can’t meet with us tomorrow or next week
prepared to go back to the bargaining table
because ‘they need more time to gather data to present to the immediately, and reach an agreement to resolve this unfortunate
Union’ prior to restarting the negotiations”.
situation. We expect that the employers take their responsibiliSaid Mike Yorke,
ties to Ontarians equally
CDCO’s President and
seriously and commit to
Director of Public Affairs
resuming negotiations
and Innovation: “It is
right away.”
incredibly disappointing
The CDCO is comthat this group of employposed of 17 affiliated
ers wants to hold hostage
Local Unions of the
millions (if not billions)
United Brotherhood of
of dollars’ worth of conCarpenters and Joiners
struction, much of which
across the province.
involves critical infraIn total, it represents
structure, because they are
some 25,000 women and
unprepared.”
men working in a wide
The Union noted it
range of skilled trades,
remains fully cognisant of
including
carpentry,
“the severe consequences
drywall, resilient floorthat this delay brings to CDCO’s Equity & Diversity Representative Chris Campbell ing, concrete formwork,
(left) on the Carpenters’ picket line with colleagues
Ontario’s economy”.
underwater construction,
“The construction industry is vital, employing over 500,000 welding, scaffolding, and a long list of other constructionworkers and worth over $50 billion annually. Stalled infrastruc- related work.
ture developments impact all Ontarians, including our memClick here to visit its website for more information.
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Toronto City Council move raises equity bar

Toronto – As all levels of government roll out funding for
About 82 percent of the construction trade labour on City
major infrastructure projects, Toronto City Council is again of Toronto projects are unionised, with members earning a
leading the way to ensure meaningful public benefits flow where reasonable rate of wage, including some of the best benefits,
public dollars are spent.
pension, training, and working conditions on the job site.
Last month’s City Council meeting saw resounding supHowever, within the next decade, 20 percent of the unionised
port for a motion by Councillor Paula Fletcher and Deputy construction workforce will retire. The industry must reach
Mayor Ana Bailao that called on Metrolinx to build on the into and welcome groups of workers who have historically been
ground-breaking Community Benefits Agreement
shut out of the skilled trades, including workers
achieved through the Eglinton Crosstown rail line
of colour and women, who only represent 11 perin all planned, and future, transit infrastructure
cent and 12 percent of Ontario’s entire construcprojects.
tion workforce right now. CBAs are designed to
The resolution identifies three key ingredients
address this gap.
for a successful CBA: Clear minimum targets (ten
At least 27 CBA projects are underway or
percent of working hours by apprentices from
planned in Ontario. Following the lead of major
specific equity-deserving groups); training and
US cities, the City of Toronto formally adoptsupport required to create career pathways into
ed a Community Benefits Framework in 2019.
the skilled trades; as well as proactive anti-racism
Metrolinx’s early CBAs make a powerful argustrategies and oversight by and accountability to
ment for these community, labour, government,
key community stakeholders.
and industry partnerships to expand.
Ana Bailao
The resolution could not have come at a better
Under its first Community Benefits Framework
time as the Covid-19 pandemic recedes, and as Canada enters signed with the Toronto Community Benefits Network in 2015,
unprecedented price inflation.
the Eglinton Crosstown LRT has included over 430 placements
CBAs can ensure major infrastructure projects deliver broad for targeted hires as of July 2021, half of which were in the
public goods and address deepening inequality by ensuring the apprenticeships and skilled trades; over $8 million in spending
Torontonians who were hit hardest by the pandemic have access went to local procurement. The Finch LRT CBA includes land
to the good union jobs provided by the skilled trades. CBAs can dedicated for a future Community Hub.
also ensure public spending leverages additional environmental,
Despite these accomplishments, for the next wave of new
social, and economic benefits for communities hosting major projects in Scarborough, Thorncliffe Park, York South Weston,
infrastructure projects.
Mount Dennis, and Etobicoke, Metrolinx appeared to walk
The Conservative government has invested significantly into away from its past commitment to community benefits.
trades training, which if done right, could increase the parHowever, following a public outcry, officials quickly reticipation of demographics currently under-represented in the affirmed their support for minimum equity hiring targets.
construction workforce.
Needed now is for Metrolinx to declare its support for the
With a Provincial election taking place on June 2, New oversight and accountability that make these targets achievable.
Democrats have built support for community benefits into
Toronto City Council, which adopted a municipal Community
their platform. Also, the Liberals have focused on the need for Benefits Framework in 2019, has called on Metrolinx to ensure
broader representation by women.
these transformative infrastructure developments adopt CBAs
These pledges are grounded in the recognition that CBAs can to build “a more inclusive, prosperous and just Toronto for local
also help meet a pressing need of Ontario’s $50 billion construc- residents and equity deserving groups”. Metrolinx should suption sector: the next generation of skilled tradespeople.
port this vision.
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
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Andrea Horwath with Jagmeet Singh at a Brampton rally last week

Over 1,000 supporters turned out at a New Democrats Brampton rally last week

Horwath’s NDP to double funding for mental health staff & supports in schools
Peterborough – NDP Leader Andrea
Horwath said earlier this week that if elected,
her government will double the funding for
mental health staff and supports in schools.
“Together, we can make sure every child
has a caring, qualified adult to turn to when
something feels wrong,” said Horwath.
“So many parents have told me how hard
the past two years have been on their little ones
and teens. The learning disruptions and isolation have left kids to cope with anxiety, and
parents say they are seeing personality changes
and mood swings that worry them. But there is
hope — together, we can get kids back on track,
and thriving.”
Horwath will invest $125 million more in
mental health and well-being professionals and
programming every year, as well as another
$467 million over the next three years to hire
more educational assistants from diverse backgrounds.
School Mental Health Ontario demonstrates

that for every $1 dollar invested in mental
health in schools, between $6 and $16 are saved
in public health costs.
Horwath’s Universal Mental Health Care
plan for Ontario’s kids and schools include:
• universal Mental Health Care, which means
mental health support like counselling will
be available with a health card, not a credit
card;
• investing $130 million over the next three
years to build intensive treatment and
specialised consultation services, increase
access to psychotherapy and counselling,
family therapy, and scale 24-hour crisis support services to ensure children and youth
experiencing a crisis have an alternative to
going to the emergency department;
• investing $90 million annually to increase
the number of regulated health workers and
para-professionals in elementary and secondary schools such as counsellors, therapists, social workers, and child and youth
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workers to reduce wait times and improve
access to mental health services;
• doubling the Mental Health and Well-being
Grant for schools through a $250 million
investment to increase the ratio of caring
and compassionate staff in schools;
• dedicating $467 million over the next three
years to support schools to hire more educational assistants from diverse backgrounds
that represent the diversity of Ontario’s
student population;
• implementing the Make Kids Count Action
Plan to reduce the waitlist for children’s
mental health to 30 days as laid out by the
Children’s Health Coalition; and,
• creating a new position at all school boards
to assess and improve the delivery of mental health care in Ontario’s schools.
Wait times and the number of young people
waiting in line to access Ontario’s publicly provided mental health support is at an all-time
high, with over 28,000 children and youth

indocaribbeanworld.com | may 18, 2022

waiting up from 12,000 in 2017.
An estimated 200,000 young people in
Ontario with serious mental health needs have
no access to services and treatments.
Also, last week Horwath announced that
the NDP will lower auto insurance rates by 40
percent by fixing the auto insurance industry.
The move will see drivers save an average
of $660 every year, and in some communities, such as Brampton, the savings could be
upwards of $2,000.
To accomplish this, Howarth will end postal
code discrimination, and ban auto insurance
rate increases for 18 months while an expert
commission investigates and recommends a
new system – a public or partially public system, or major reforms to the private system.
“It’s been getting a lot harder for everyday
families to afford everyday life. They just want
to get back on solid ground again, and we can
help them do that by making auto insurance
more affordable,” said Horwath.

ONTARIO ELECTIONS 2022

Doug Ford meets painters at the International Union of Painters & Allied Trades;
yesterday the union endorsed Ford & the PCs for the upcoming elections

Ontario Premier Doug Ford gets the painting done during a campaign stop at the
Union of Painters & Allied Trades yesterday

Windsor – A re-elected Doug Ford government will remain relentlessly focused on
securing more game-changing investments in
electric vehicles and the batteries that power
them, the PC party said last week.
“In four short years, our PC government
has breathed new life into Ontario’s auto sector by securing billions in new investments,”
said Ford.
He added, “With sky-high hydro costs and
mountains of red tape, the Del Duca-Wynne
Liberals left the auto sector on life support
and chased 300,000 good manufacturing jobs
out of Ontario. Andrea Horwath and the NDP
have sided with their ideological activists and
would close every auto plant in the province.”
Over the last 18 months, the PC government
has secured $14 billion in new investment in
Ontario’s auto sector, including $5 billion from
LG and Stellantis to build Canada’s first large-

teries and component production.
A re-elected PC government will continue
to increase exports of Ontario-made electric
vehicles, auto parts, and innovations to markets around the world.
It will also continue to invest in and build up
home-grown supply chains that connect clean
steel from Hamilton and Sault Ste Marie and
critical minerals, including from the Ring of
Fire, with Ontario’s auto manufacturers.
Ontario’s first-rate manufacturing talent,
clean and competitive electricity, access to
investment-ready sites, and the Ontario PCs’
commitment to streamline the approvals process continue to make the province a top destination for major investment and job creation.
Said Ford: “After years of decline and reckless mismanagement by the Liberals and NDP,
only the Ontario PCs will get it done, and
rebuild the province’s auto manufacturing

Ford to remain focused on investments for electric vehicles, batteries
scale electric vehicle battery plant in Windsor.
Because of these investments, Windsor’s
economy will grow significantly over the next
several years.
To support this and future growth, and
ensure nothing stops additional investments, a
re-elected PC government will invest $1 billion
in and fast-track five new transmission lines to
Windsor and southwestern Ontario.
These new lines will help power the new
Stellantis-LG battery plant, the growing greenhouse sector, and will give businesses confidence to invest in and expand their operations
and create new jobs in southwestern Ontario.
The $14 billion in recent game-changing
investments are accelerating the PC government’s ten-year vision to transform the province’s automotive supply chain to build the cars
of the future here in Ontario, including the
production of hybrid and electric vehicles, bat-

industry to ensure that the cars of the future are
made in Ontario by Ontario workers. Nothing
will slow us down as we build the infrastructure that businesses need to create jobs right
here in southwestern Ontario.”
Last week Ford also announced that if reelected, the PCs will build a new Highway 7 to
reduce traffic and gridlock among Kitchener,
Waterloo, and Guelph.
“Only the Ontario PCs have a real plan to
build highways for a growing province, including building Highway 7 to fight gridlock and
reduce traffic along the heavily travelled 401
corridor,” said Doug Ford.
Phase 2 of construction on the new 18-kilometre four-lane highway between Kitchener
and Guelph will move forward, including two
bridges over the Grand River that will connect
the new alignment of Highway 7 to Highway 85
(Conestoga Parkway) in Kitchener.

Ontario Liberals leader Stephen Del Duca

Liberals to introduce 4-day work week
Etobicoke – Steven Del Duca announced
earlier this week that the Ontario Liberals’
plan to restore workers’ economic dignity will
improve their work-life balance with a four-day
work week. The plan will also bring back the
Basic Income Pilot Project, which Doug Ford
promised not to cancel – and then cut after
taking office, the Liberals said earlier this week.
Said Del Duca: “Blurring the line between
work and home was one of the countless ways
in which the pandemic changed our lives.”
He added, “Ontarians have shown incredible resilience in the face of chaos, embracing
flexibility, innovation, and new ways of doing
work – but at the same time, people feel more
depressed, anxious, and overwhelmed. The
Ford Conservatives want to pretend the pandemic never happened, and have left people
to struggle on their own. Our Liberal plan will
boost quality of life and provide much-needed
relief without hurting our productivity.”
Ontario Liberals will launch a four-day work
demonstration to determine how a shorter
week boosts quality of life, improves work-life
balance and provides much needed relief –
without a loss in productivity. The party will
work with businesses and labour groups to
design and evaluate the model.
If it demonstrates potential, then Ontarians
could have more time with family and doing

what they love most.
The Basic Income Pilot Project was cut by
the Ford Conservatives in 2018. The reinstated
demonstration project will evaluate the potentially life-changing impacts of a basic income.
As a first step the Liberal plan will reverse the
Ford Conservatives’ cuts, and increase Ontario
Disability Support Program and Ontario Works
rates by ten percent, followed by another ten
percent for ODSP recipients in 2023.
Ontario Liberals will restore work-life balance and economic dignity by: building to a
four-day work week; immediately restoring the
basic income demonstration project; giving ten
paid sick days to all workers, and ban employer-required doctor’s notes; banning unfair and
underpaid gig and contract work; creating a
package of high-quality, affordable benefits for
all workers.
“Being a dad to two young girls is the most
important job I’ll ever have. A 4-day work week
would mean Ontario parents like me spending
more time with their kids,” Del Duca said
He added, “We’re offering a clear choice in
this election: the [PCs] who broke their promise not to cancel the basic income pilot and
clawed back sick days from Ontario workers
when they needed it most, or our new Ontario
Liberal team, which will help restore work-life
balance for hard-working Ontarians.”
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EDITORIALS & VIEWS

Editorials

Guyana positivity

T

he positivity about Guyana’s forward momentum
delivered last week by its Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs and Governance Gail Teixeira in Toronto
preceded the good minister, with the diaspora here thoroughly acquainted with, and already tapping into, the burgeoning potential that is ahead for the homeland.
As Minister Teixiera told the audience gathered at the
Guyana Consulate in Toronto, what has been taking place
in the homeland is the product of hard work, sacrifice, and
dedication of many Guyanese nationals.
No doubt about it, the diaspora too must be included
for our efforts in recovery, reconstruction, and in helping
to shape an enriching and promising future for Guyana.
The reward for the many Guyanese labouring in the
vineyards at home, and abroad, was summed up with
Minister Teixeira telling the gathering, “[This] is our time”;
additionally, in speaking about the homeland’s natural
resources, notably its rainforests, and the incipient oil and
gas industry, she noted that “all the forces are aligned in
our favour”.
Reinforcing the confidence now evident in Georgetown,
which is rippling outwards, and is being felt across the
Caribbean and here abroad, Teixeira noted that Guyana’s
emerging oil and gas industry is positioning itself to positively transform the homeland.
However, there were accompanying words of caution
from the good minister, no doubt distilled from the contemporary societal precarity being experienced by nations
that did not wisely manage the largesse from their now
depleted oil and gas inventory.
As Teixeira noted, Guyana will not take the route that
will lead to dependency on a single, diminishing resource.
Instead, the plan is to use oil and gas revenues to develop
and diversify other sectors, such as agriculture, agro-processing, and mining, for long-term sustainability.
Such governmental foresight, and long-term, sustainable, and diversification planning, are feeding the healthy
confidence being felt abroad, and which is becoming more
evident with investors in the diaspora now extending
Canadian and US businesses in Georgetown and beyond.

T

T&T negativity

he editorial published in Newsday on May 14 is
frank as it is startling about the societal difficulties
Trinidad and Tobago is now enduring.
As it said, “All around us there are violence, anger, and
distress. Murders are [skyrocketing]. Violence against
women shows no sign of abating. Children are being subject to all manner of cruelty. Desperate people are doing
desperate things, including those taking it upon themselves
to enact vigilante justice.”
Earlier last week, Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley was
quoted saying Trinidad and Tobago’s crime situation was
“unusually horrendous”; he also admitted the nation had
serious social difficulties.
“It was just a while ago that I made a comment that
we are a violent society, and apparently there are people
attempting to prove that statement true,” Rowley said.
In what is a hopeful start this week, Sharon Rowley, wife
of the prime minister, called for gender-based violence
sensitisation to be taught early into school life.
“It must start at the primary school level... let us use the
school system to try to reach that goal...” she declared.
And in what was another reassuring start to hopefully
begin pulling Trinidad and Tobago back from the edge of
its cliff of negativity, in a direct appeal to Rowley this week,
Opposition Senator Jearlean John called on him to stop
bullying female political opponents.
As John noted, youths in Trinidad and Tobago are following his lead in their everyday lives. Rowley needs to take
the temperature down, since “little boys are watching; they
are listening; they are taking notes”, she said.
“We can disagree on policy positions, we can even
disagree on action, the way forward, without the violent
rhetoric and behaviours,” John pointed out.
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Déjà vu

s I try to make sense of the NATO-Russia conflict and
the Western media campaign against Russian President
Vladimir Putin, I get an overwhelming feeling of déjà
vu: same happenings and language as two decades ago.
I hear George Bush’s condemnations, and Colin Powell lying
to the UN that Saddam Hussein was about to hurl
weapons of mass destruction at America (today it
is US President Joe Biden and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken lambasting Putin).
I recall the plaintive pleas made by US intelligence officers to correct their President, and stop
him from committing what many saw as evil.
This was another attempt by sane minds to distract aggressive White House chiefs from war-mongering.
In 1971, Daniel Ellsberg leaked the Pentagon Papers, based
on an analysis and conclusion that the Vietnam war was unwinnable, and said, “We appeal to those still working inside the
Intelligence Community to consider turning state’s evidence.”
Ellsberg felt that truth-telling could stop a misguided march
to war.
George Tenet, CIA Director, told President Bush and his
security executives that the probability that Saddam would
launch an attack “in the foreseeable future would be low”.
However, Bush claimed publicly to have heard the exact opposite.
He told Americans, “The risk is simply too great that he will
use them”; and concluded that by flouting UN resolution 1441,
Saddam deserved punishment, justifying war.
Opponents argued: if we ask NATO to destroy Iraq for
disobeying a resolution, why no war against Israel for flouting
Resolution 242 since 1967?
Or is Israel exempt because Bush is “in bed” with Ariel
Sharon, and not Muslims?
At that time Bush’s Defence executives were all for war, led
by deputy Paul Wolfowitz and his boss, Donald Rumsfeld, who
bullied the CIA for support, while Fox News’ Bill O’Reilly resolutely crammed his vitriol into viewers, and Colin Powell lied to
the UN, which meekly approved war.
Sane voices had been smothered by the relentless invectives
of war-hawk Wolfowitz, who propounded the doctrine that the
US should use its military might to effect political change in
countries, a doctrine that seems established in the White House
and Pentagon.
The CIA, to its credit, balked, admitting that they had no
evidence against Iraq.
Robert Baer, long-time CIA operative in Iraq, said, “There
is no imminent threat from Iraq…! If he (Saddam Hussein) does

have missiles, which he probably does, they are buried in the
ground, and it is going to take months to dig them up. We’ve seen
no evidence of VX gas, or Bubonic plague, or anthrax, or any of
this stuff.”
Hans Blix corroborated this for the UN, but was unable to
stop the pro-war juggernaut the US was launching, alone if necessary.
Mohan
Wolfowitz had gloated the morning after 9-11,
Ragbeer “Now let’s go to war with Iraq!” allowing conspiracy theorists to say, “See, we told you the Twin
Towers was a plot to make war!” Bush’s cosiness
with Sharon equate with today’s Biden-Zelensky love affair.
NATO’s wooing of Russia’s neighbours is no different from
the USSR’s building a base in Cuba in the second decade of Cold
War I, which President John Kennedy thought provocative, and
almost caused World War III.
It’s as plain as ABC. Finland, Ukraine, and the Baltic states
are all on Russia’s borders; Cuba is 170 kilometres distant from
Key West. Would the US allow a Russian base in Canada or
Mexico?
At the same time J.F.K. and the CIA terrorised British
Guiana, killed and bombed many at the prospect of a Marxist
leader there, 1,700 kilometres from Key West, and pressured
Britain to deny it Independence.
Disregarding facts – the truth, which is central to the motto
of the CIA – Bush ploughed on. Fox’s O’Reilly crowed, “When
the war begins, this is what we expect from every American:
Either you support the military or you shut up. Americans and
our foreign allies who come out against us are enemies of the
state.”
A propaganda of lies, name-calling, and bullying flourished.
(Today, not satisfied with slandering Putin, western media have
turned to denigrating historical proponents of the liberal conservatism that he professes).
Americans, notoriously unschooled in geography, demography, and history, swallowed the diatribe. Asked by poll whether
Iraq was threatening war against the US, random Man replied:
“Absolutely. I think they will attack the United States with chemical weapons.” Woman said, “I hear that Iraq has a lot of nuclear
weapons that could hit the West Coast and it is very worrisome
to me.”
Those sentences encapsulate the massive ignorance of the
average American. Does anyone remember Rick Mercer’s
Talking to Americans? years 2000-2001, the CBC’s satiric TV
show, This hour Has 22 Minutes?
Plus ça change, plus ça la même chose! The more things
change…

Grief brings family together around kitchen table

B

ad news in those days when I was growing up back
home, such as a relative critically ill, or an untimely
death in the family, magnetised our kitchen table,
attracting my parents, and family members from some distance
away, so they convened over cups of strong, untouched tea to
partake in crumbs of hushed and subdued conversation.
Romeo
Such is the sparse fare that is offered when a
Kaseram
collective of misery gathers. There, at the easel
of the kitchen table, they began drawing, and
re-drawing numerous worry lines as thick brushstrokes of anxiety that overlapped on foreheads, their faces
shaded in deepening shadows, with fingers tracing and re-tracing with muscle-memory the untouched rims of their teacups.
This is how it was with family when bad news arrived, never
welcome and always uninvited, in our household back home.
In our house that was daily filled with a lit fireside, laughter,
and a kitchen sink overflowing with teacups and dishes, it was
as if on a sunny day dark clouds were suddenly pouring out
from a lightning flash episode of spontaneous combustion in
the nearby hills, and were now advancing rapidly and inexorably
towards the house as a consuming brushfire.
So quickly were the shadows thrown forward, and so convincing was its imminent darkness, that the birds stopped
singing, and the chickens, confused with being unfed, began
seeking out their night perches while vigorously shaking their
heads with disbelief.
I recall quite a few of these days of the family coming together during crises, momentarily putting aside discord and differences, and preparing the defences to contain rapidly approaching tribulation. There were more than a few of these calamitous
episodes during my boyhood growing up back home.
Those were the days when my happy-go-lucky mien was
interrupted in its unguarded and upper flights when my grandmother began gesturing to me with both palms descending
downwards, her manner like a veteran musical director calming
a symphony orchestra that had gone rogue.
But perhaps, given my boyhood surges of undiminishing
energy, her actions were more with the futility of a mere mortal

pair of hands attempting to restrain a fault line that was ineluctably being pushed upwards by waves of tectonic heaving.
Accompanying her actions for moderation was a firm and
fixed stare past my short-cropped hair, her short-sighted eyes
accurately reading at a distance my old man’s subdued body language as he inexplicably approached the house.
It was an unusual arrival; this time he was
coming home in what was a break in his work
routine. His arrival brought with it foreboding
that Ma was reading with eyes widening with
dread, even as she calmed down my hooting following a successful chase and acquisition of a fistful of feathers.
The old man’s unexpected arrival meant all was not well
outside the perimeter of my marble-pitching, mango-pelting,
grandmother-teasing, and chicken-feather-gathering world.
The household was sailing into turbulence, and the old man
was the messenger bringing news of the gathering storm.
If his weary gait, sloped shoulder, and eyes weighted down
by a heave of eyelids were not clues that he was the bearer of
bad news, then it was not difficult to miss with his absentmindedness after he did not lovingly lean the entirety of his sturdy
Brooks bicycle against the far wall underneath the house, and
pat its saddle like a cowboy who reassures a loyal horse.
Instead, he put it aside with detachment, leaning the heavy
Brooks crookedly so its front wheel angled outwards, causing
the Cyclops-eyed headlamp to lift upwards in an awkward gaze,
and then to stare morosely at the underside of the cobwebbed,
wooden floorboards.
By now Ma had put a warning forefinger to her lips, her gaze
gluing me in place, cautioning me to stand down, even while she
was keeping my world-weary old man in her blind spot.
“She take-in,” my old man told our kitchen table. It meant a
close relative was now quite ill; the gesture of his palms flat on
the table and motionless spoke to health complications so dire,
that there was nothing left to do but await the inevitable.
Eyes around the table began turning inwards, each gaze seeking out a happier time with our relative who was passing away.
My grandmother gathered me into her skirts; silent with
grief, she placed her soft chin on the top of my prickly head.
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Hindu Women’s Organisation:
kids are nation’s greatest asset
Dear Editor,
The Hindu Women’s Organisation is appalled by the findings
of the Justice Judith Jones Report.
Our nation’s children are our greatest asset. The physical,
sexual, emotional and mental abuse of children and young
people is reprehensible, and those who perpetrate such acts
must be held accountable.
There must be a zero-tolerance approach to exploitation and
abuse, and all allegations of misconduct against any staff or
other adults at children’s homes.
The safety and security of residents must be top priorities,
as their well-being and happiness must come first. Vocational
training and extra curricula opportunities offered at these
homes will have no impact on children and young people
scarred by abuse and violence perpetrated in these homes.
Why have the authorities not acted on this report, which was
handed in since the end of last year?
There must be urgent medical and mental health services for
abused children. Training is critical for all personnel who work

at children’s homes.
There must also be
a revision of reporting
mechanisms to ensure
that residents are safe.
Staff members must be
accessible and accountable to stakeholders and
Kamla Tewarie
sensitive to the many challenges confronting families on a daily
basis.
It is clear that safeguarding the rights and well-being of children and young people must be a collective effort of the public
and private sectors, civil society organisations, non-governmental organisations, and religious bodies if we are to meaningfully
address this urgent and distressing issue.
Tackling this monumental task requires urgent attention and
collective effort. Let us move to action in saving young lives.
Kamla Tewarie, Hindu Women’s Organisation of Trinidad
and Tobago, via e-mail.

Dear Editor,
The discovery of the lifeless body of two-year-old Kimani
Francis in the Guapo River in Trinidad on May 10 is a tragedy
beyond belief. Many questions must now be answered.
How did his mother allegedly not know that he was missing
until the police arrived at her home?
The neighbour who saw him walking in the street must be
thanked for calling the police.
Is this all that was required? Should the neighbour have taken
control of the child until the police arrived?
There are also reports that some Heritage Petroleum employees allegedly also saw Kimani walking, and did nothing?
Trinidad and Tobago needs to take a hard look at itself in the
mirror. We have lost the value system that says, “It takes a village

to raise a child”.
It is easy to speak or
write in hindsight, but
my goodness, Kimani
was a two-year-old toddler.
To know that adults
saw him wandering
around, and allegedly
did nothing to secure
his safety will be a stain
on our history for a very
Kimani Francis
long time. Condolences to his family.
Linus F. Didier, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Dear Editor,
The attack on the Carapo Shiv Mandir adds yet another
incident in a long string of desecrations of Hindu mandirs in
Trinidad and Tobago over the past few years. There is no other
motive than hatred, and for a country that claims to be the
epitome of unity, we must feel ashamed.
If we are to progress as a united cosmopolitan nation, our
nation’s watchword “tolerance” must be re-evaluated. However,
it is not enough to “tolerate” each other; we also need to
“respect” each other.
“Tolerance” and “respect” are not the same. As I see it, “tolerance” means being an “irritant, but I will hold my tongue”.

“Respect” means I have come to see you from a place of understanding, and hold the contribution you make to society as
viable. We need “respect” in Trinidad and Tobago.
To my fellow Sanatanis (Hindus), we are proud descendants
of a noble way; we must no longer be reactive with outrage when
we are attacked, such as when the mandir was desecrated.
We have to be proactive; we have to stand ready to educate
nationals of Trinidad and Tobago on why the first footprints of
our Jahaji ancestors on these shores were a blessing. Be proud
to be a (Sanatani) Hindu, be proud to be a national of Trinidad
and Tobago.
Vedavid Manick, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Note to T&T: Village failed this child

What T&T needs is a mix of ‘tolerance’ & ‘respect’

Feasibility studies needed for gas-to-shore project

Dear Editor,
Zone and taken to a Venezuelan port. That vessel was considGuyana’s gas to shore project, as presently configured (245 ered a SOFT target. Will a pipeline of 245 kilometres not be an
kilometers gas to shore pipeline, an NGL Plant, a 300 MW even SOFTER target that can bring about untold catastrophic
power plant, and many other ancillary facilities), has the poten- destruction to the surrounding communities and Guyana as a
tial of destroying the economy of Guyana if it is not considered whole?
in totality, and proper feasibilities done.
Thirdly, decommissioning the pipeline in place may expose
I fully support many of the ideas being undertaken to Guyana to untold hazards brought about by climate change and
improve the electrical supply, so vital for
other natural phenomena. The many
the development of Guyana. However, I
reports of the scarcity of fish and the
am not aware of feasibility studies being
effects on other marine life need to be
done for the entire project.
taken seriously. Such effects cannot be
From my research, and the estimates
comfortably predicted by modelling.
of others, this entire project will cost
Many letters from persons knowlmore than (US) $2 billion. This expenedgeable of the Oil & Gas industry
diture of money can make or break the
have advocated the use of LNG tankers
economy of Guyana if due diligence is
instead of pipelines to bring the gas
not exercised and undertaken.
ashore. The commonsense metrics of
An
Environmental
Impact Layout of the Wales Development safety and security appear to be so obviZone for the gas-to-shore pipeline
Assessment of the pipeline project has
ous. The flexibility of LNG tankers offers
been concluded, and according to reports, it is now in the public a distinct advantage in that the very tankers can be used to
consultation stage.
transport gas to foreign customers to fulfill these markets.
I attended the EIA meeting at Bush Lot Primary School,
The EIA consultation meeting in Region #5 was poorly
Region 5, and I must report my severe misgivings on a few attended. It is obvious that the community awareness of Oil &
aspects of the presentations.
Gas is lacking. The government need to take steps to fill this
Firstly, from the EIA report the life of the pipeline project void.
is 25 years. A 300 MW power plant, and an NGL plant when
I offered the suggestion that our Environmental Protection
constructed are each expected to have a useful economic life of Agency should have had the foresight to invite teachers from
over 50 years. This leads me to ask the profound question: How the various schools to the meeting, not only to improve their
will gas be provided to the NGL plant, and the power plant at knowledge of the oil and gas industry, but also to be able to
the expiration of the life of the pipeline?
comfortably impart this knowledge to the students. They are the
Secondly, we are aware that an ANADARKO leased seismic ones on whose backs the burden of our mistakes will fall.
vessel was escorted out of the Guyana Exclusive Economic
Abraham David, Guyana, via email
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Waiting on Guyana govt to
name ‘Indian Arrival Day’
Dear Editor,
The PNC has released a statement supporting the renaming
of May 5 “Arrival Day” as “Indian Arrival Day.” Kudos to the
PNC. If this is new thinking from the new PNC Leader, Aubrey
Norton, then this bodes well for them.
Now, will the PPP, which has not done that in their previous
23 years of their rule, do it this time around? Or will they keep
taking a large block of their supporters for granted, and not
address their concerns, as usual?
The PPP government has done very little to diversify the civil
service and State agencies, including GECOM; refused to accept
previous offers to digitise the Indian Immigration records; did
not charge all of those West Coast Berbice thugs who pulled
Indians out of vehicles and brutalised them, and burned their
vehicles, although an abundance of video footage exists to identify the perpetrators.
Indians should not be treated as collateral damage in political
and ethnic conflicts.
One blogger said, “I’ve noticed the disappointment, discontentedness, and displeasure expressed in these threads about
the PPP’s actions, or lack of it, when it comes to supporting the
‘good’ of Indo-Guyanese. We want to see the PPP act swiftly
and unhesitatingly when making decisions that would benefit
Indians.”
There is a view that the PPP does not want to be perceived
as an “Indian” party. On the other hand, the PPP tends to see
Indians as a large “votes farm” that they own.
That is why at election time they say silly things as. “Don’t
split the vote.” It is as if they own the Indian votes, and anyone
campaigning in Indian villages are “poaching”.
The PNC must be congratulated for their repentance on this
issue, and now supporting the call by many Indo-Guyanese in
the diaspora for renaming the May 5 holiday as “Indian Arrival
Day”. If the PNC continues on this current of repentance and
apply it to the bad oil deal they signed that gave away the national patrimony of Guyana’s largest and most valuable natural oil
resources, then they can redeem themselves.
Take this repentance
one more step further and
apologise for all the years of
PNC election rigging, and
you may win some crossover votes.
“Given these changed
circumstances surrounding the original purpose of
Arrival Day – coupled with
the fact that Guyanese of
African and Amerindian
origin have designated days
or months to celebrate their
Irfaan Ali
distinct heritages – the PNCR hereby joins the call for the May
5 observances to be officially recognised henceforth as Indian
Arrival Day,” the party said.
The PNC party said that designating May 5 as Indian Arrival
Day also respects the historic fact that the date specifically
marks the arrival of the first Indian Indentured labourers to
these shores. May 5, therefore, should be wholly devoted to celebrating the valuable contribution that our East Indian brothers
and sisters have made to the development of our country, and
the shaping of its rich cultural tapestry.
Indian rights activists in Guyana and abroad, and a variety
of groups have called over the years for May 5, the day in 1838
when the first Indian Indentured labourers arrived here, to be
designated as “Indian” Arrival Day.
The PPP has traditionally balked at this and when deliberations were ongoing in parliament on the designation of May 5 as
a national holiday in recognition of Indentureship, the then PPP
government settled for the day to be described as Arrival Day to
recognise all groups that came.
We await with bated breath to see what the PPP government
will do now that the PNC is taking a “One Guyana” approach to
this “Indian Arrival Day” issue.
“Eyewitness”, who said he humbly adds his voice for the
holiday’s name to be changed, said, “What’s the downside risk
politically when the PNC has signaled it is for the change?”
President Irfaan Ali, all Indo-Guyanese are watching to see
how your government will respond. While you are at it, please
explain why your government does not want to do annual
national awards, which gives you a chance to recognise Indians
usually left out of the PNC’s lists, and annual Senior Counsel
awards.
Please explain to the nation why you have backslidden from
your special address to the nation when you announced your
government will do, “Order of Democracy” awards for all those
Guardians of Democracy that helped put the PPP in power.
Dr Jerry Jailall, North Carolina, US, via email.
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Mothers celebrated on her special day
Toronto – Mother’s Day fell on May 8 this
year, and along with this special day was an
opportunity to celebrate mothers that was not
available for the last two years.
With the government relaxing most of
the Covid-19 pandemic regulations in recent
weeks, it became possible to mark Mother’s
Day in what seemed like a return to “normal”
times again.

While many mothers received special attention at home, at the same time she was also
recognised and uplifted in places of worship.
Among the many mandirs here in the GTA
that celebrated the dedication and industry of
our mothers were the Vedic Cultural Centre in
Markham, the Pranav Hindu Mandir in North
York, and the Bharat Sevashram Sangha in
Etobicoke, as the photos show below.

Minister of Parliamentary Affairs & Governance Gail Teixeira (centre) with staff at
the Consulate General in Toronto. (Photo courtesy Consulate General)

Now is Guyana’s time says Gail Teixeira
Mothers are celebrated at the Vedic Cultural Centre in Markham

Toronto – Now is Guyana’s time, since the
nation and its people have worked hard to
have come to actualising its present potential, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Governance Gail Teixeira told an audience in
Toronto last week.
As Teixeira said, “[This] is our time since
as a people we have worked hard. We have
had our differences as a people, but this is our
time.”
She added, “All the forces are aligned in
our favour in terms of our natural resources,
whether accidentally, or on purpose.”
Declaring that despite flooding, the Covid19 pandemic, and other challenges, Guyana
still persevered, and has arrived today in a
positive place where it has not been before.
Enlarging on the positive mood in the
homeland and emerging potential, Teixeira
spoke to the hope and cautious optimism that
is now evident in Guyana.
“Guyanese have gone through many things,

and sometimes when good happens, we are
looking for the bad that comes after; we tend
to be… tentative, but there’s a lot happening,
not only in [the] oil and gas sector, but also in
the other sectors – agriculture in particular,”
she said.
She added, “With oil and gas, this gives us
an opportunity to transform our nation with
the kind of resources that we’ve never had
before.”
However, Teixeira noted that even as this
potential blossoms, her government’s attention
will remain on agriculture.
“[We] are not doing what many countries
have done with oil and gas, where they forget
about other sectors, and just depend on oil. We
are not doing that,” she declared.
Additionally, “Oil will finish, it is finite, so
we are going to gain from revenue from that,
but use that to develop the other sectors that
we can manage our country and be sustainable,
regardless whether oil is there or not.”

Mom & family with Swami at the Bharat Sevashram Sangha in Etobicoke
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Mothers maintain the musical harmony at Pranav Mandir in North York

Asian Heritage Month

My unique experiences in pastoral care for South Asians
By Habeeb Alli
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
ay is designated in Canada as Asian
Heritage Month as it chooses to
highlight the history, challenges
and achievements of both Chinese and Indian
Canadians. We know about the discrimination
that Chinese workers faced in Canada through
the head tax system. We know of the struggles
and challenges the Tamils and the Sikhs faced
coming to Canada.
As an example, during the Covid-19 pandemic, we were able to plan and observe
Ramadan and Eid for Muslim residents.
Providing accommodation for Holi celebrations, and even Vaisakhi and Nowruz all
helped in creating this beautiful mandala of
South Asian mosaic in long term living.
It brings joy to the hearts of Chinese and
Korean residents to hear the Korean singers,
and to talk on Zoom with Buddhist gurus in
their respective languages!

M

I remember during the Covid-19 lockdown
when Zoom and YouTube were king; instead of
actual concerts and services inside the Chapel,
one South Asian man asked to see songs performed by the late Lata Mangeshkar when she
passed. He wept with joy to see her perform
songs from his era.
This is because that is his culture, and that
is what he needed at that time. Of course, the
same applies when I showed Quran recitation,
Holi songs, services in Tamil for Christians,
Zoroastrian songs for Parsis of India, and
arrange for samosas at Holi, or dates at Eid.
The cultural relevance and religious accommodations are intertwined, and cannot be
divorced. There is a strong connection between
an Ismaili and his roots in India although he
was born in Tanzania and lived in Canada
– he becomes excited when he hears Gujrati
spoken, and listens to the presentations on
Zoom in his local dialect whilst smiling at the
pictures of Kilimanjaro!
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hosted by
Imdadul Islamic Centre

Saturday, 28th May, 2022
4PM TO 6PM
Ticket Pricing
$20 - Adults
Free- Children under 7 years
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1

ANIL

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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Growing interest sees dramatic rise at Guyana Stock Exchange

A

s interest in Guyana grows, selected securities on the Guyana Stock
Exchange have risen dramatically so
far this year. As a result, the market capitalisation of the 19 listed companies surpassed [all
currency in Guyana dollars] $1 trillion at the
end of trading on April 25,
2022, to reach $1.014 trillion.
The first four months of
2022 experienced the biggest surge in market capitalisation, growing by 53.6
percent from $660.3 billion
to $1.01 trillion.
Last year, the GSE’s market capitalisation
grew by 46.6 percent, from $395.8 billion to
$580.1 billion. Up until 2017, growth in market capitalisation was much slower, moving
from $18.3 billion in 2003 when the GSE was
first established to $166.2
billion. (See Chart,
Guyana Stock Market
Capitalization Soars).
According to a press
release by the Guyana
Association of Securities
Companies
and
Intermediaries Inc, the
growth in market capitalisation “is a testament to
the strong performance
of the companies listed
on the exchange, and the
confidence that investors have in the financial
future of these companies and the economy
as a whole”, adding that
“this trend is most likely
influenced by the projections of increased future
national economic gains
emanating from the oil
and gas industry, its supporting industries and
other fast-growing sectors of the economy”.
In spite of its growth,
Guyana currently has a
small, underdeveloped
and relatively illiquid
stock exchange, with
19 listed companies, of
which only eight companies are actively traded.
Among these companies are Banks DIH, Demerara Distilleries
Limited, Demerara Bank Limited, Guyana
Bank for Trade and Industry Limited, Citizens
Bank Incorporated, Republic Banks (Guyana)
Limited, Demerara Tobacco Limited, and
Sterling Products Limited.
Unlike developed markets where stocks are
traded throughout the business day, stocks on
the GSE are traded at the end of each week.
In global terms, Guyana would be classified
as a frontier market, that is, markets that are
emerging, but are not yet classified as emerging
markets. Generally, frontier markets are illiquid, have a small number of listed companies
and are undercapitalized.
The dramatic increase in market capitalisation was triggered by a surge in price of
selected stocks such as Banks DIH, which
rose from $80 at the end of January 2021,
to $301 at the end of April 2022, Demerara
Distilleries Limited which rose from $120 to
$400, Demerara Bank Limited from $91 to
$$328, Demerara Tobacco Limited from $1,000
to $2,500, Guyana Bank for Trade and Industry
Limited $720 to $1200, and Republic Bank
from $185 to $521. Evidently, investors in these
stocks would have made substantial gains.
While some stocks have performed well on
a price basis, they could be considered overvalued based on their price/earnings (P/E) ratio,
which is measure for valuing a company based

on its current share price relative to its earnings
per share (EPS).
For example, DDL is trading at a high P/E
ratio of 68.8, while a comparable company
DIH, is trading at a P/E ratio of 35.5.
The dividend yield, which is a percentage of
a company’s share price it
pays out each year is also an
important consideration for
investors.
Dwarka
A review of the chart
Lakhan
below shows that among
the actively traded companies, DTC has the highest
dividend yield at 3.50 percent, followed by
Citizens Bank Incorporated at 2.4 percent.
From a pure valuation perspective, CBI is the
most undervalued stock, whereas DDL is the
most expensive stock.
As well, stock markets can be an attractive
source of foreign investors who typically seek
attractive investments
outside their own borders. In the process, they
can provide domestic
companies with capital to
grow their businesses.
Arguably, while the
risk of investing in these
markets is greater, the
rewards can be significant. Typically, investors
who invest in frontier
markets like Guyana benefit from what is referred
to as the “first mover’s
advantage”, that is, they
get in when stocks are relatively undervalued and
hold their investments for
the long-term with the
objective of realising significant gains.
While the stocks on
the GSE have performed
well, its regulatory, legal,
disclosure, reporting and
trading infrastructure
is still evolving, making investment decisions
challenging and difficult
for global investors.
That is why, unlike
developed markets, frontier markets are often categorised as a brave new
world for investors willing to take the risk of
investing in countries whose stock markets are
now at a formative stage of development.
Incidentally, the GSE was established in
1993 in accordance with the objectives of
the IMF’s Guyana Poverty Reduction Strategy,
with the aim of encouraging and/or supporting
the private sector to raise local financing for
investment. At that point in time the country
was overburdened by debt, and its recovery
was being supervised by the IMF.
Essentially, stock markets like the GSE play
a major role in mobilising capital for corporations as well as governments to support
their development initiatives. They also provide domestic investors with the opportunity
to invest in listed securities, and benefit from
potential gains over time as the companies in
which they invest grow.
However, only a small percentage of individuals in Guyana or companies take advantage
of the benefits of the country’s stock exchange.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

India’s President Ram Nath Kovind (centre) and wife Savita (second from right)
following the inauguration of the India-Jamaica Friendship Garden

India’s President Kovind visits Jamaica
Kingston – President of India Ram Nath
Kovind and wife Savita are on an official visit
to Jamaica in a move to strengthen diplomatic
ties between both countries.
Kovind arrived at the Norman Manley
International Airport on May 15 to a 21-gun
salute from the Jamaica Defence Force.
Jamaica is the first leg of a two-State visit.
He leaves Jamaica today for St Vincent and
Grenadines, where he will visit until May 21.
On Sunday his ceremonial welcome in
Jamaica featured a Guard of Honour formed by
the Jamaica Defence Force, which rendered a
Royal Salute. Also, the anthems of Jamaica and
India were delivered by the Guard of Honour.
India’s Ministry of External Affairs issued
a statement in anticipation of Kovind’s arrival,
saying, “[Both nations] have friendly relations.
Jamaica is also one of the Girmitya countries
with a 70,000 strong Indian Diaspora, who act
as a living bridge with India.”
The statement added, “The visit comes at a
significant milestone as 2022 is the 60th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Jamaica. Furthermore,
India and Jamaica are celebrating [the] 75th

and 60th anniversary of their Independence,
respectively.”
Kovind met with Jamaican Prime Minister
Andrew Holness, and held discussions on
enhancing cooperation between the two countries in trade and investment, service, health,
railway and transport services, and sports.
Both nations also signed a Memorandum of
Understanding to facilitate close academic and
training exchange for foreign service officers of
Jamaica in India.
“India-Jamaica signed one MoU on cooperation between Sushma Swaraj Institute of
Foreign Service and Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Trade of Jamaica. MoU will facilitate close academic and training exchange for
foreign service officers of Jamaica in the SSIFS,”
stated a tweet from Kovind’s Presidential office.
He also inaugurated Dr Ambedkar Avenue
in downtown Kingston in the honour of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar, and the India-Jamaica Friendship
Garden in Kingston. A sandalwood sapling was
also planted at Hope Botanical Gardens.
Also among Kovind’s activities was an
engagement with the Indian community in
Jamaica.

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.

Click on Ad To Go To Amazon
All Proceeds Go To Charity
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Visitors invited to participate in Indian Diaspora Country tours

A

landmark, non-profit
A visit is also planned to the
visitor initiative is invitcentral location of Lion House
ing the Indian diaspora
in Chaguanas, where author V.S.
to tour former colonies where
Naipaul lived as a boy, and which
ships bearing Indentured Indian
he immortalised in his opus, A
immigrants once docked. The iniHouse for Mr Biswas.
tiative is being spearheaded by the
Among the cultural experiencIndo-Caribbean Cultural Centre
es planned is immersion in Hosay/
out of Trinidad and Tobago
Muharram in St James, which
As the ICC has noted, its touris located in northern Trinidad.
ing initiative grew out of their
Noting that St James is also known
weekly Sunday Zoom Public
as “the town that never sleeps”, the
Meetings, a forum that was creICC stated that visitors can enjoy
ated by Trinidad and Tobago
the nightlife, and partake of street
anthropologist, Dr Kumar
food, such as freshly cooked roti.
Mahabir.
For nature lovers, Naema’s
This forum provides a voice,
Estate in the scenic Maracas, St
and gives visibility to people of
Joseph Valley, again in northern
Indian descent, the ICC noted.
Trinidad, is among the planned
Also, as it declared, its mission
sites. Here visitors can explore
is to eradicate inequality, injusthe tropical vegetation, and learn
tice, discrimination, and systemic
about the medicinal plants growracism against people of Indian
ing in the area.
origin. Additionally, with its globBefore returning abroad,
al reach via Zoom, it seeks to
visitors can tie the brotherhood
Trinidad doubles
Lion House
ensure that minority groups in
threads of Raksha Bandhan, the
twin-island republic to which 143,939 Indentured immigrants ICC noted.
the Caribbean, and elsewhere, are seen and heard.
In its latest move, the ICC is now venturing into what it came and established their legacy”.
Options for lodging include Morton House, which is the
Among the cultural experiences being planned is a cross- 141-year-old historical home of Reverend John Morton.
described as its Indian Diaspora Country Tours, the objective
being to “bring people in the Indian diaspora physically togeth- country drive to Debe in south Trinidad, for delicious doubles, Reverend Morton was a Presbyterian missionary from Nova
er – even if once annually – to all former colonies [where] ships sumptuous snacks, and sweetmeats. Following this visit, the Scotia, Canada, who arrived in Trinidad in 1868 to minister to
plan is to venture into the Ward of Montserrat in central the East Indians.
bearing Indentured Indian immigrants… docked”.
According to the organisers, “We hope to continue the Trinidad, where the largest number of land grants (7,875
Attractions at this location, and other details, including
Indian tradition of extended family get-togethers. Family may between 1871-1879) was accepted by Indentured Indians in lieu Covid-19 government protocols required for entry into Trinidad
not necessarily be defined by blood relations, but also by his- of return passage to India, the ICC stated.
and Tobago, will be shared with interested persons. Click here
The Indian Caribbean Museum is also on the itinerary, along and complete the form as an expression of interest.
torical, heritage and cultural connections… As Trinidad and
Tobago is the home of the ICC, we welcome… the Indian with the world-famous Temple-in-the-Sea, and the unique and Tour organisers: Shalima Mohammed, business psychologist,
diaspora to this inaugural ICC Indian Diaspora Country Tour, sacred 85-foot Hanuman statue.
shalimamd@gmail.com, WhatsApp +1-868-381-0386; Dr
A later tour is planned for a visit to the library at the National Kumar Mahabir, Anthropologist, dmahabir@gmail.com,
carded for August 4-11, 2022.”
Consequently, the ICC has extended the invitation to the Council for Indian Culture, and for shopping at Indian expos WhatsApp +1-868-756-4961; Naema Khan, Aesthetician,
diaspora to travel to Trinidad and Tobago, where they can enjoy for authentic Indian clothing, footwear, jewellery, skin care relaxnaema@yahoo.com, WhatsApp +1-868-756-4961.
the “tastes, sights, sounds, flora, fauna and peoples of the scenic products, and make-up.
(With files by Salima Mohammed).
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Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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T&T marks Indian Heritage Day
By Paras Ramoutar
Classical singing will take centre stage on
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
May 21, with performances by Dubraj Persad,
Port-of-Spain – A celebration of social, cul- Debashish Ramdath, Karishma Dhowtal,
tural, and religious programmes is now under- Nirmala Seesnarayan, Veejai Ramkissoon,
way in Trinidad and Tobago as the nation Moonilal Girdhari, and Rakesh Yankaran.
marks the 177th Indian Arrival Day anniThe major highlight of the month’s proversary, which will culminate with a national ceedings will take place on May 28 with dancholiday on May 30.
es by Sandra Sookdeo, ZeeTV Shiv Shakti
Between 1845-1917, around
Dance Group, Khalnayak
145,000 East Indians arrived
Dance Academcy, Prem Shakti
in Trinidad from India, mostly
Dancers, Radha Krishna
from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar,
Dance Group, Kiss Natraj
as Indentured labourers folDance, Nritya Sangam Dance
lowing the abolition of slavery.
Group, Susan Mohip, and the
To mark the arrival anniNritanjali Dance Group.
versary, Trinidad and Tobago’s
Mangaroo pointed out this
flagship Indian cultural entity,
year’s presentation will demthe Divali Nagar, is hosting a
onstrate that Indian culture
series of cultural programmes,
continues to shine, despite the
some of which are already
challenges of the past two years
underway.
from the Covid-19 pandemic.
Surujdeo Mangaroo, the
“We look forward to markSurujdeo Mangaroo
Nagar’s public relations officer,
ing this 177th Indian Arrival
said that the programme continues to show- Day, with renewed vigour and taste, as this
case, develop, and sustain the rich cultural programme will enthrall the various audiences
heritage reflecting Indian thought, and Indian over the period”, he said.
philosophy, over the many millennia.
Also, “Indian culture has added an addiThe events started on May 7 with An Evening tional genre to the cultural strength of our
of Folk Culture. It featured folk songs from cosmopolitan society, as it encompasses all
Kajri Bhajan and Vivah Geet, Jhaal Ramayan, sectors of the national citizenry. We continue
chowtal, biraha/nagara, and local compo- to make an indisputable contribution to the
sitions by noted cultural enthusiasts Nisha cultural mosaic.”
Ramkissoon, Shiv Sangeet Sangha Ramayan
A top feature this month was the unveiling
Group, Biraha Raja Chowtal Group, Rukminee of a Gandhi statue at Manmohanisngh Park,
Beepath, and Rasika Dindial.
Cedros, located on Trinidad’s south-western
The Evening of Classical Music took place tip. In attendance for the event were Indian
on May 14, and highlighted the voices of High Commissioner Arun Kumar Sahu, and
Rana Mohip, Shivananad Maharaj, Narinder Opposition Leader Kamla Persad Bissessar.
Maharaj, Anil Maharaj, Sharda Patasar,
The port of Cedros is noted for its historical
Sachin Boodram, Arista Katwaroo, Sanjay significance, as it was a point of disembarkaBoodoosingh, Anup Ramsundar, Sadanand tion for many Indentured arrivals following the
Brahmadat, and Purwa Joshua.
arduous journey by sea from India to Trinidad.
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Dumb on smart gadgets: Social media eroding focus, intellect
By Dhanpaul Narine
he revolution is digitised. Are we a nation that has
become dumb on smart gadgets? Are we Facebookers
that sit for hours staring at a screen where Facetime,
Inbox, Outbox, Dropbox, and miles of sockets and dockets,
have immersed us in a new vocabulary?
There are those that believe we’re hooked-up, addicted, and
uneducated, and standing in corners glued to smart screens, as
we invite Internet apnea.
Jonathan Haidt is a social psychologist at New York
University. He uses the story of Babel in The Atlantic to argue
that we live in a fractured society, and says that Babel is a
fragmentation of America.
According to Haidt, “Something went terribly wrong,
very suddenly. We are disoriented, unable to speak the same
language, or recognise the same truth. We are cut off from one
another and from the past.”
Social media have created dislocation in which we have lost
“social capital, with high levels of trust, strong institutions, and
shared stories. Social media have weakened all three,” argues
Haidt.
There can be no doubt that social media have resulted in
disorientation and a reluctance to explore the treasure-trove of
literacy. But is this “very suddenly” as Haidt says?
The signs of anti-intellectualism have long manifested
themselves in American education. In 1963, Professor
Richard Hofstadter provided the theoretical basis for
anti-intellectualism. He argued that “the strain of antiintellectualism has been a constant thread winding its way
through our cultural life, nurtured by the false notion that
democracy means that my ignorance is as good as your
knowledge”.
In 1982, Daniel Moynihan bemoaned the fact that
videotapes were knocking books off the shelves, and a year
later, a publication sent shockwaves across America. The
document, A Nation at Risk was published under the Reagan
Administration.
It found that the students were not equipped to meet the
demands of science and technology. According to the Report,
“A total of 13 percent of all 17 year-olds in the US were
functionally illiterate. Functional illiteracy among minority
youths may run as high as 40 percent.”
What was damning about these revelations was that
many students did not possess higher order thinking skills,
and more than 40 percent, “could not draw inferences from
written material; only one-fifth could write a persuasive
essay from written material; and only one third could solve a
mathematical problem requiring several steps”.
The National Endowment for the Arts reported in 1982 that
the number of adults that read for pleasure was 82 percent, but

T

by 2002 this figure had dropped to 67 percent. The proportion
of 17 year-olds who read nothing, unless required by school,
doubled between 1984 and 2004.
There are other disturbing revelations. In 2009, the
Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs found that among public
school students, 77 percent of them did not know that George
Washington was the first President of the US; nor could they
name the author of the Declaration of Independence.
Many students did not fare better with the citizenship tests,
as only 2.8 percent of 8th graders were able to pass it.
It is little wonder that a number of educators feel that
the educational skills of the previous generation will not be
surpassed by current performance in schools.
Many educators feel that students in today’s educational
institutions will not surpass, equal, or even approach those of
their parents.
When asked to name a country that begins with the letter
‘U’ some seventh-graders replied, “Europe, Utah, or Utopia”.
The currency of England was given as the “Pesos; the dollar;
I don’t know; or the Queen’s money”. The name of America’s
neighbour, south of the border, was given as, “Disney World,
Texas, or Montana”.
The point from these examples is that the seeds of dumbingdown were sown in the 1970s. They slowly worked their way
into the classrooms through the government’s control of the
school system, and the lack of choice that brings competition.
In 2006, it was reported that American students were
behind other countries in the basic subjects. For example,
America was placed 18th in reading, 22nd in science, and 28th
in math, behind countries such as Poland, Australia, and South
Korea.
In the 2009 Journal of Science, it was found that Chinese

students outperformed their American counterparts in science,
based on test scores in four American universities, and three
Chinese universities. The Americans averaged 50 percent,
while the Chinese scored 90 percent.
What has been the role of the Internet on college students?
Information shapes one’s thought process, but as Nicholas Carr
argues, “[The] ’Net seems to be chipping away my capacity for
concentration and contemplation”.
The surfeit of information, at a click, is not without its
drawbacks.
We browse and skip, rather than bury our minds into the
beauty of the prose. We hop and skim, and read abstracts,
rather than decipher the essence of the long passages. The
malleable mind wanders, and cognitive development becomes
obscure.
Enter Sergey Brin, from Google, who wants our brains to be
replaced by artificial intelligence, which is a scary thought.
As far as college students are concerned, a report in Applied
Cognitive Psychology found that they spent five hours a day on
their smart phones that has created a cascade of substandard
performances. The conclusion was that more phone use led to
poorer problem-solving skills.
Where do we go from here? Social media have given a voice
to many, the minorities that clamour for change, and who
have been able to organise, and to effect revolutions. The Arab
Spring is one such example.
The search engines have presented a world library, at
the fingertips, and have given us information to transform
societies.
But social media are uncontrolled and unregulated. It has
lumped people into categories: right and left, conservatives,
liberals, and centrists; progressives and patriots; racists and
traitors.
Social media have also allowed a few to drive and dictate
the agenda, and almost everyone to be an authority and a
critic.
A child is cyber-bullied every 15 minutes, and little is done
to stop it. There are those that predict social media will get
worse, as viral piles on viral, the planet of the apps increases,
and people don’t know what to believe anymore.
Institutions, known for their credibility, are damaged. The
recent leak in the US Supreme Court, Roe vs Wade, has added
to the confusion.
Haidt argues that the answer lies in the creation of
voluntary associations to “fix local problems”. But this is not
enough. Power lies in education. It lies in the schools, and
colleges, where sound curricula can accommodate the digital
embrace, to reflect and enhance learning. As the social media
engines grind away, the simple stories continue to hold the
truth.

RE/MAX Guyana in partnership with US Realty of New York
New York – Globally-recognised real
of The Caribbean Radio, NY’s Hit Caribbean Radio Station.
estate agency RE/MAX Guyana (Master
He will utilise his media and multi-marketing platforms in
Franchise) announced last month it has
NY for the growth of RE/MAX Guyana. He has several other
joined forces with US Realty of New York.
projects lined up that will be beneficial in supporting the
Officially launched on November 17, 2021,
#OneGuyana initiative.
in Guyana, RE/MAX’s office is located
“This collaborative venture is very special to me since it’s
at the MovieTowne in Turkeyen, Greater
my first partnership in 26 years in the real estate business.
Georgetown.
When I met Naraine, I immediately knew we could do
The NY move is an exclusive partnership
business together. And after meeting Shiv, I saw no point in
that is slated to focus on Guyana’s emerging
delaying us getting our agreement on the go,” he said.
real estate market, said Shiv Misir, a partner
Additionally, “We’re all looking forward to taking RE/
of RE/MAX Guyana. He has been with the
MAX Guyana to another level with the intention of making
RE/MAX in Canada for the past 33 years.
it a household name when it comes to real estate in Guyana,
As Misir stated, apart from selling real
and that I’m very excited
estate, the plan is to also extend and sell the
about.”
franchise in Guyana.
Seenarine also stated
“We are hoping to grow this business in
they were also looking
Guyana, not only in MovieTowne, because
forward to working
RE/MAX Guyana office at MovieTowne
we have what you call the master franchise
with the government
agreement for RE/MAX Guyana. So, our primary objective is
of Guyana “to ensure
Uriel Seenarine, the
apart from selling real estate is to sell the franchise in different
that laws are enacted
Chief Executive Officer
locations in Guyana,” Misir noted.
to standardise and
of US Realty, which is
With the first franchisee already secured at location in Mon
regularise real estate
headquartered in New
Repos on the East Coast of Demerara, the company is now
transactions that would
York, said he was excited
looking to set up a number of offices at key locations across
protect both buyers
about the collaboration,
Guyana by the end of this year.
and sellers… [and]
and would immediately
According to Misir, until last year, Guyana was the only
more importantly, that
get to work on the brand.
country in South America without a RE/MAX presence.
the process of all real
“My target market for
RE/MAX is the number one real estate organisation in the
estate transactions are
Guyana is to attract the
world, with a presence in over 110 countries; it also has 8,500
transparent”.
owners of properties in
offices, and an estimated 140,000 agents worldwide, which
RE/MAX Guyana
Guyana [who are] living in
Uriel Seenarine (l-r), Heralall Naraine, & Shiv Misir
now includes Guyana.
promises unprecedented
New York, and within the
Other partners of RE/MAX Guyana include Naraine
service, and seeks to build a team that is motivated and
diaspora, to simplify the process of any real estate transactions
Heeralall, from the well-known enterprise Naraine’s Trading
dedicated to serving Guyana in the real estate industry,
they may wish to conduct,” he said.
Inc., and Hemant Misir, from Toronto.
whether it is residential, commercial and/or industrial.
Seenarine also is the CEO of Carib Media Corp., and CEO
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Mushtaq a public servant, banker extraordinare... with interest
By Dhanpaul Narine
ushtaq Khan is one of the pioneers of banking in
Guyana. But his repertoire extends to other areas
such as education, history, art, and that most
famous of games: cricket. Mushtaq was born in Charlestown,
in Georgetown, Guyana. His mother was Zaitun, and his dad
was Kamrool Khan. Mushtaq is the eldest of three children.
After primary school, he articulated to Central High School,
where he did exceptionally well. In 1964, he won a scholarship
to Queens College.
Mushtaq played cricket at Central High School where
he became captain of the senior team. He was involved in
the Literary and Debating Society, and he also wrote for the
school’s newspaper.
While at Central High, Rudy Luck, Laurence Mann, Perry
Mars, Joel Benjamin, Cammie Ramsaroop, Dr Omawale, and
others, played a big role in shaping Mushtaq’s personality. At
Queens College, he was influenced by Ivy Loncke, and Pryor
Jonas.
Tragedy struck Mushtaq’s family on the eve of the Advanced
Level exams in 1966. His dad died suddenly. A blow such as
this would be a setback for many students, but Mushtaq used
it as a learning opportunity. He took his exams and waited for
the results.
As head of the household, he had a tremendous
responsibility to hold the family together. He decided to look
for a job, and was advised to go to MacKenzie, as his chances
there might be better.
Mushtaq says, “I made a big decision. I left Georgetown
and went to MacKenzie. At that time, the situation was
unpredictable, due to the racial disturbances, but I was not
scared. I got along well with the various cultures in Guyana,
and this prepared me for MacKenzie. Eventually, I was able to
get a teaching job, for one term.”
He passed his exams with flying colours. He applied for a
job with the Royal Bank of Canada, and began his banking
career as a junior clerk.
Guyana was in a period of transition. The banking system
was operated from overseas. The objective was to maximise
profits. Mushtaq worked for four years with the Royal Bank.
Guyana became an independent country and set about to
reform the banking sector.

M

Mushtaq (second from left) with his wife Bibi & their
children Anzalee, Pervez, & Imtiez

Mushtaq as GM of GNCB Mushtaq the philosopher
It was decided to found a local bank that would better
serve the needs of Guyanese. This led to the establishment
of the Guyana National Cooperative Bank. Mushtaq joined
the staff of the GNCB in 1970. A year later, he got married to
Bibi Khan, who was a distinguished nurse. The marriage has
produced three children: Pervez, Imtiez, and Anzalee.
Mushtaq points out that, for first time, members of the
Board of Directors of a commercial bank were Guyanese. The
management was also Guyanese, and there was interaction
among the classes.
Branches were set up in various parts of the country that
made lending easier, through the introduction of character
loans. These loans, focused on the ability of the person to
repay.
Mushtaq moved rapidly up the banking system in Guyana.
He became the regional manager of the New Amsterdam
branch, and also the Essequibo branch, always putting the

needs of the customer first.
He went on a scholarship to the University of Guyana in
1976 to read for a degree in Management. He was elected
President of the Student Society the following year, and was
awarded the Board of Governor’s Medal on graduation.
In 1978, he led the Guyana student delegation to the
Eleventh World Youth Festival in Cuba, which was a
tremendous experience.
In 1997, there were more laurels. Mushtaq was awarded a
scholarship to do a Masters’ Degree in Banking and Finance
in Milan, Italy. He was impressed with the diversity of the
attendees: it reminded him of Guyana. Mushtaq found the
course fascinating, as well as the sights of Italy.
He spent a total of 26 years at GNCB, and helped to
revolutionise banking in Guyana. He was appointed General
Manager of GNCB in 1992, and in 1994 he was elected as
Chairman of the Caribbean Association of Indigenous Banks.
He is proud that he helped to bring the banking system
closer to the people. In 1994, Mushtaq joined his family in
New York, and was involved in the world of finance as a
compliance officer.
He is proud of his family. His wife Bibi has blazed the trail
in nursing, while the children are professionally qualified, and
are doing well.
As Mushtaq reflects, there are a number of persons that
have left their imprint on him. Apart from his parents, and his
family, there is Rudy Luck that opened the doors of freedom
of thought. Stephen Backer was an innovative colleague in the
Bank, and Oscar Clarke reinforced the principles of tolerance.
Mushtaq advises the youths to pursue their education
seriously, and to be respectful to their parents, and teachers.
Education, he says, takes you into the university of reality, and
you have to apply it to life.
His hobby is cricket, and philosophy, and he is currently
reading Jane Austen’s Pride & Prejudice, and Doris Stevens’
Jailed For Freedom.
Mushtaq is well-read and well-spoken. He has led a
wonderfully exemplary life that is filled with landmark
achievements.
He has documented his life story in his book Vistas of My
Memories. We wish Mushtaq and his family all the best in the
future.

Andrea and her NDP team have
a plan to make life better:
 Expand OHIP to include universal
mental health care, dental care,
and pharmacare, saving you
thousands of dollars a year

JILL ANDREW

ANDRIA BARRETT

NATASHA
DOYLE-MERRICK

GEMMA GREY-HALL

FAISAL HASSAN

MARJORIE KNIGHT

LAURA MAE LINDO

FELICIA SAMUEL

Kitchener Centre

Scarborough—
Rouge Park

HEATHER
VICKERS-WONG

RHYAN
VINCENT-SMITH

Toronto—St. Paul’s

Brampton South

 Recruit and give PSWs a raise of at
least $5 above pre-pandemic levels
 Treat anti-Black racism as a
public health crisis

Eglinton—Lawrence

Windsor—Tecumseh

 Build 250,000 affordable homes
 Better protections and
supports for tenants

York South—Weston

Cambridge

This June 2 , vote NDP
to elect a government
that will work for you.
nd

Etobicoke—Centre
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Oakville North—Burlington

Authorized by the CFO for the Ontario NDP

 Reduce auto insurance by 40%,
putting an average of $660
back in your pocket

INTERESTED IN STARTING A
CAREER WITH THE CARPENTERS
DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ONTARIO?
We welcome everyone including those
who are Black, Indigenous, People of
Colour, Women, or members of other
Equity seeking Groups.

WE HAVE A SHORTAGE OF SKILLED
CONSTRUCTION WORKERS.
The Government of Ontario is
spending billions on infrastructure
projects. Now, more than ever, is the
best time to start a career with us.

CONTACT CHRIS CAMPBELL FOR INFORMATION!
T: 416 305 6599 or E: ccampbell@thecarpentersunion.ca
222 Rowntree Dairy Road, Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2
T: 905-652-4140 W: www.thecarpentersunion.ca
@CarpentersONT
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AUTHORS & LITERATURE

Pleasantview explores a not-so-pleasant view of an idyllic setting

D

ebut author Celeste Mohammed has won the
prestigious international award for Caribbean
writing, taking the overall 2022 OCM Bocas Prize for
Caribbean Literature with her first novel, Pleasantview.
And in what was another layer of firsts, this is also
Mohammed’s debut novel; in fact, as its initial pages indicate,
it is “A Novel in Stories”. It was described by the judges
as “rollicking, enjoyable, and at times incredibly moving”,
following being named the outstanding Caribbean book of the
past year, the Bocas Lit Fest’s
website reported earlier this
month.
Along with the prestigious
Bocas recognition, Mohammed
also received (US) $10,000,
which was sponsored by One
Caribbean Media, the largest
media house in the Caribbean.
Chief judge, TrinidadianBritish writer Roger Robinson,
made the announcement
Celeste Mohammed
during an online ceremony on
April 30 during the NGC Bocas Lit Fest’s event, Four Days to
Change the World. It was livestreamed via the Bocas Lit Fest
website, YouTube, and on Facebook.
Along with Robinson, the final judging panel consisted
of Puerto Rican poet and academic Mayra Santos Febre;
British academic and broadcaster Shahidha Bari; and Belizean
biographer and attorney Godfrey Smith.
The judges chose Pleasantview as the winner from a
shortlist of the three books that were previously named genre
category winners of the 2022 OCM Bocas Prize.
Jamaican Jason Allen-Paisant’s debut book Thinking With
Trees was the poetry winner, and Jamaican Kei Miller’s essay
collection Things I Have Withheld was chosen as the nonfiction winner.
In his judge’s remarks on Pleasantview, Roger Robinson
said, “Mohammed troubles our sense of an island as a place
of good-time celebration. The characters seem so bound to
place and class, so clearly portrayed, that it could feel like these
events were real, or that the book could be documentary in its
scope, making [readers] remind themselves that the book is a
work of fiction.”
He added, “Pleasantview is also innovative in its form; the

interlocking landscape of the stories giving us an overview
of love, struggle, and dilemma; but never seeming forced or
contrived… Pleasantview is a great feat for any novel, far less a
first novel, and the judges were unanimous in their decision.”
Last week Mohammed described her novel as an attempt
to dispel the one-dimensional
myths of what it is like to live in the
Caribbean.
Speaking with the Trinidad
Express, she said, “[The novel’s]
stories centre on a fictional
Trinidadian town called
Pleasantview, which was modelled
on a real town. I used the town
as a fishbowl to take a hard look
at many of the challenges facing
contemporary Trinidad society.
Racism, intimate partner violence,
religious fanaticism, immigration
and emigration, the phenomenon
of missing fathers.”
Also, “We can’t expect the world
to take us seriously if we don’t take
ourselves seriously and engage in
serious self-analysis and discussion.
Our literature is a way to do just
that.”
The novel is published in the UK
by Jacaranda Books, and in the US
by Ig Publishing.
As the Ig Publishing website
notes, the idealised Caribbean dream is typically inhabited by
coconut trees, Carnival, and rum and coke.
It adds, “To many outsiders, these idyllic images represent
the supposed easy life in Caribbean nations such as Trinidad
and Tobago. However, the reality is far different for those who
live there – a society where poverty and patriarchy savagely
rule, and where love and revenge often go hand in hand.”
However, Mohammed’s Pleasantview explodes this idealism,
exposing its constituent parts, and then exploring it to reveal
“the dark side of the Caribbean dream”.
Written in a combination of English and Trinidad Creole, Ig
Publishing tells us the novel-in-stories explores a fictional town
in Trinidad through characters such as a “political candidate

T

The Supernatural

he cruise ship docked at seven. Vacationers poured
onto the pier and dispersed on the island for guided
tours, shopping, and explorations.
Linda’s husband remained on board. Tom was too weak to
get off the bed with body aches and a high fever that he played
down. He convinced her that he would sleep off his ailment
with the medications he had taken, and promised her that he
would be up and about in a couple of hours. Unable to counter
her husband’s stubbornness, she let him talk her into making
the most of her favourite activity while island-hopping. She
loved shopping at the local flea markets for souvenirs of their
travels.
Once off the ship, Linda hailed a taxi and asked the driver
to take her to the largest flea
market on the island. He
introduced himself as Taffy and
drove her to her destination.
After asking Taffy to come
back for her in a couple of
hours, her heart pumped excited
blood through her veins as
she made her way among the
fellow holidaymakers browsing
the stalls of the open-air
marketplace. She had to find
something unique to lift Tom’s
mood, and add to his prized collection of travel mementos.
A woman with her head wrapped in a brightly coloured
headtie sitting behind handmade local stringed beads hanging
like drapes on her stall caught Linda’s attention. She sauntered
over to the woman, who spotted her and beamed a whitetoothed welcoming smile at her. The market vendor spoke
in broken English when she presented herself as Mabel The
Miracle Worker. She waited politely for Linda to peruse the
items on display.
Once Linda touched an item, Mabel explained the healing
attributes of the piece. Linda ignored the native superstition
attached to each one. She was more interested in finding
matching necklaces and bracelets with multi-coloured beads to
complement the outfits that she had bought for their cruise.
Mabel helped Linda with the clasps to place the beaded
chains around her neck, and the smaller ones around her wrist.
Linda examined herself in a hand mirror held by Mabel.
Linda made her selections. She kept hers on, and paid
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who sets out to slaughter endangered turtles for fun, while his
rival candidate beats his ‘outside-woman’ so badly she ends up
losing their baby”.
Also, as author Tracey Baptiste notes, “The residents of
Pleasantview come to vivid light… Each slice of life in this
Trinidadian village cuts clean to
the bone, revealing how people are
both complicated and complicit in
the way we break each other’s hearts
and bodies…”
Author of Ex Utero and The
Blue Girl, Laurie Foos, says,
“Pleasantview offers the reader a
sharp and fearless view of the dark
underbelly of life in Trinidad, filled
with unforgettable characters that
we meet in do-or-die situations.”
She adds, “Marked by male
violence, political underhandedness,
and economic desperation,
Pleasantview also demonstrates
Mohammed’s remarkable range as a
writer as she moves seamlessly from
callousness to tenderness, humour
to sorrow, lyricism to minimalism,
in a work that lingers in the reader’s
mind long after the final page…”
And as the author of Unravished,
Hester Kaplan, writes, “In
this beautifully written debut,
Mohammed gives voice to the
silenced and the overlooked. Pleasantview sizzles with
originality and heart, and introduces a fearless new writer.”
Mohammed is a lawyer-turned-writer. The stories in
Pleasantview have won awards, including the 2018 PEN/
Robert J. Dau Short Story Prize for Emerging Writers, the 2019
Virginia Woolf Award for Short Fiction, and the 2017 John D
Gardner Memorial Prize for Fiction. Her writings have been
published in The New England Review, Litmag, Epiphany, and
The Rumpus, among others.
Mohammed graduated from Lesley University with an MFA
in Creative Writing; she resides in Trinidad with her family.
Pleasantview is available on Amazon, and at other online
bookseller sites.

Ch a r m e d

Mabel. The vendor shoved Tom’s newspaper-wrapped chain
and bracelet into Linda’s handbag.
After leaving Mabel’s stall, Linda continued to browse the
flea market and the nearby shops to pick up pieces of local
clothing and footwear for herself and Tom before the taxi
returned.
While she and Taffy made small talk on their way back to
the ship, Linda’s blood turned
cold when a speeding ambulance
with sirens blasting and lights
flashing sped past them, going
in the opposite direction. An
uncanny feeling told her that
Tom was in the ambulance.
“Turn around and follow that
ambulance!” she yelled at Taffy.
“Okay!” Taffy slammed on the
brakes and made a two-wheeled
U-turn, ignoring the screeching
tires, angry shouts, and blaring
horns around him.
“Let’s go!” Linda grabbed the door handle and kept her eyes
on the ambulance while Taffy followed in its wake of cars that
pulled over to give the emergency vehicle clearance on the
road.
Once the taxi stopped behind the ambulance at the
emergency ward entrance, Linda, a retired nurse, jumped out
and rushed in to fill out the medical forms and present her
travel insurance documents.
Tom had contracted a tropical disease for which there was
no treatment. The retired doctor was in a fight for his life
against a disease that had a fatality rate of 98 percent, and left
its survivors with different forms of paralysis. Both medical
spouses huddled in stunned defeat, blindsided by a knockout
punch from an unseen and formidable adversary they had
never encountered in their field of expertise.
While sitting by Tom’s side with machines keeping him
alive, exhaustion from stress overcame Linda. She dozed

Kamil
Ali

off, and her handbag fell
off her lap onto the floor
with a thud that snapped her awake. The rolled-up parcel
containing Tom’s beaded necklace fell out and caught her
attention. She touched the beaded chain around her neck and
alternated glances between Tom and the package on the floor.
Even though Linda did not believe in anything outside of
science, failed medical intervention forced her to consider an
alternative form of treatment as a desperate last resort to make
her husband better, even if it meant using a prescription by a
crazy woman who called herself a miracle worker.
She picked up the parcel from the floor and opened it when
she noticed scrawled words written on the newsprint. It said
that the beads had the power to protect and heal.
An electric shock tingled where the beads touched her skin
when she rolled them between her thumbs and index fingers,
and around her neck and wrist. The prickling sensation
stopped when she threw them from her. They crashed onto the
floor. She stared at them for a moment in disbelief.
What science could explain why an article with no batteries
could send electrical impulses through her body? Why did she
know without a doubt that Tom was in that ambulance? An icy
chill ran up and down her spine. What manner of black magic
was she dealing with?
Witchcraft or not, she needed a cure beyond medical
science. She had to bring Tom back to life. She snatched the
chain and wristband off the floor and clipped them onto Tom.
He moaned and his eyelashes flickered. Linda felt the electrical
tingles.
Tom glanced around and called her name. She sprang up
and hugged him with tears of joy. She knew that her Tom was
cured. The medical team of nurses and doctors rushed into the
room to find Linda hugging a smiling Tom.
Instead of going back to the ship, Linda took Tom to meet
Mabel. There was neither a sign of her, nor her stall. None of
the other vendors remembered seeing her.
Linda gasped when the beaded necklaces and wristbands
miraculously vanished.
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Rowley – T&T has ‘serious difficulties’

Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley has labelled needs to be done.
Trinidad and Tobago’s crime situation as “unusually horren“There is nobody in this fight against crime… [that will get] a
dous,” admitting the country has serious social difficulties.
pass. If you know your family members have a gun, you are not
Addressing a post-Cabinet news conference last week, getting a pass from me. If you know your friends on the block
Rowley said the crime situation requires several interventions. who you spend the day with and are not looking for a job, but
He said while there are currently intervenplanning the next crime, you are not getting
tions available, these are not enough.
a pass,” Rowley said.
“I can’t recall a period of time, in a period
Acknowledging that the Covid-19 panof weeks, such viciousness of crime and
demic and its corresponding public health
frequency of crime in, and among, fammeasures increased mental health issues in
ily members out on the street. It was just a
the country, Rowley said it was still not the
while ago that I made a comment that we
cause of the country’s violent nature.
are a violent society and apparently there are
Both the pandemic and the health meapeople attempting to prove that statement
sures may have exacerbated the crime situtrue,” Rowley said.
ation, but it existed before the coronavirus
He added, “Some of the crimes coming
arrived in Trinidad and Tobago, he declared.
to us on an hourly basis – you have to ask
Said Rowley: “The ones that hurt the most
yourself: ‘What are these people thinking?’”
are intra-family violence because household
Rowley said he recently met with young
and family, that is the castle. When did we
students in his constituency. He noted he is
create the people who say they have a reason
always amazed by their innocence.
for what they are doing because they didn’t
Keith Rowley
However, he lamented that some children lose this innocence get this or get that?”
as they get older, and find themselves in crime.
Homicides in Trinidad have already crossed the 200-mark
“The question I come away with is what happens to these for the year. In that figure, the Trinidad and Tobago Police
angels by a time they get to a particular age? Where is the angel- Service’s Homicide Bureau estimated that around 38 percent are
ic being? Something is wrong between then and there,” he said. gang-related, 17 percent were drug-related, 13 percent robberyQuestioned by the media on whether he believed enough related, and 15 percent were as a result of domestic violence and
was being done to combat crime at the highest levels, Rowley altercations.
said the country could never do enough as long as such violent
The TTPS also estimates that there are more than 12,000
crimes continue to take place. He admitted that much more illegal guns in the country.

T&T positioned for record-breaking homicide year

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Persad-Bissessar criticises
govt for inaction on report
Port-of-Spain – The Office of the Prime Minister came
under criticism last week with Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar saying it was scandalous no immediate action
was taken to address a report that detailed the horrors at children’s homes in Trinidad and Tobago.
Persad-Bissessar continued that it was shameful and disgraceful that nothing was done despite the report disclosing an
alleged gang leader, Anthon 'Bombay' Boney, now deceased, was
contacted to help locate five boys who had absconded from the
Children's Authority’s care.
“That is beyond insane, in my view... that is beyond shameful,” Persad-Bissessar said.
Entitled Safeguarding Children in Community Residences
and Child Support Centres in Trinidad and Tobago, the report
by a Cabinet-appointed team was submitted last December to
Gender Affairs Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister
Ayanna Webster-Roy. It was laid in the Parliament on April 29,
2022.
One of the report’s central findings is that the CA is not fulfilling its responsibility to the children.
Persad-Bissessar heavily criticised Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley and Webster-Roy for sitting on the report for so long.
She recalled that in March 2021, five boys ran away from the
CA’s care, and read excerpts from the report stating that negligence led to the death of two of the boys.
She noted the report concluded that “the fact that the residents were in the care of the State, and specifically the Child
Support Centre, makes the failure to analyse the files of the boys
in a coordinated manner negligence, which resulted in the death
of the two boys”.
Persad-Bissessar said there must be justice for the two murdered boys. She stated emphatically, “What kind of society are
we turning into when we just turn a blind eye to the murder of
children!”
Persad-Bissessar also noted a task force has been established,
but questioned what will happen in the interim in these homes.
“Did you know that certain homes were recommended to
close immediately has not happened? They’re still open. What is
going on there?”, while declaring that that steps should be taken
to close the ones that were flagged.

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago is positioned to record should be an improvement in the enforcement of the laws.
its highest rate for homicides this year with the country crossing
“The problem isn’t with the Domestic Violence Act or prothe 200-murder mark in less than five months, Co-ordinator of tection orders. The problem is the enforcement of those orders.
the Criminology Unit at the University of the West Indies, Dr The laws are there, but provisions are not enforced. Part of this
Randy Seepersad said last week.
problem is social. Domestic violence is a taboo subject. Spouses
As the Trinidad Guardian has reported,
go through years of abuse, and the family and
Seepersad said Trinidad and Tobgao is facing
police don’t want to intervene,” Seepersad
a parental crisis, noting if social intervention
said.
is not rolled out now, then there could be a
He said there must be public awareness
generation lost to crime.
and law enforcement, as well as social interSeepersad specialises in research methodvention.
ology and statistics, and has a research interMeanwhile, Retired Major of the Defence
est in economic deprivation and crime, gang
Force and Air Support Tactical Security and
violence, and youth crime.
868 Tactical CEO, Dirk Barnes, said a new
He was not surprised by the soaring murplan is needed to deal with the crime spike.
der rate, he stated.
He said the previous commissioner of police
“If you extrapolate those numbers for the
Gary Griffith had a plan that was working.
entire year, it would work up to 557 mur“We need to recognise that there should
ders, which would put us ahead of the highbe innovative strategies, new technology, and
est record, which is 547 murders in 2008,”
holding people accountable for crime,” he
Seepersad said.
said.
Randy Seepersad
He explained that the economic hardship which resulted
Also addressing the issue, International Women’s Resource
from the pandemic, coupled with job losses, have contributed Network president Adriana Sandrine Isaac-Rattan said there
to the murder spike.
is an urgent need for men’s organisations to come forward and
“Unless we find ways to stimulate the economy, things will be help men.
far worse than they already are,” he noted.
Commenting on the troubling crime statistics, Isaac-Rattan
The only way to reverse the crime trend is to provide more said: “We need to have all hands on deck, state, civil society and
economic opportunities and social intervention programmes, other interest groups, that can come together and identify the
he said.
critical challenges affecting communities. Unemployment is a
“We face a crisis in parenting. When we look at crime levels key issue. We need the police to be part of this conversation.”
alone, we know something is going wrong, and the fact is we are
not doing anything about it,” he said.
He added, “Parenting is one of the most important jobs there
is, but parents do it by guess, trial, and error. We can do somePort-of-Spain – While there is a proliferation of 134 gangs in
Speaking to the GRACE programme that was launched,
thing at a national level to educate youths and parents so they Trinidad and Tobago, there are six main gangs behind numer- Jacob said it can assist in proving that the accused persons
have an idea about cognitive development, social development, ous crimes, including the majority of murders, acting Police before the court are gang members. Doing so would enable
and emotional development, so they can raise children who Commissioner McDonald Jacob has said.
measures within the anti-gang legislation to then be deployed.
have a higher likelihood of engaging in social behaviours rather
According to Jacob, analysis has revealed
He also noted another component of the
than engaging in criminal behaviours.”
that 60 percent of murders in Trinidad and
GRACE programme was its community policSeepersad revealed he has been speaking with former Tobago are gang-related. Also, that 80 percent
ing segment.
Children’s Authority chairman Hanif Benjamin in the hope of of shootings and woundings are gang-related.
Jacob said gang-related crimes are, by their
creating an NGO to help the public who are victims of crime.
Jacob made the revelations in Port-of-Spain
very nature, more difficult to prosecute than
“But even when people want to put these services in place, last week during the launch of a (US) $1.5
any other categories of crime, since these
it is a struggle because they can’t get government subvention. million Gang Reduction and Community
crimes contain interconnected relationships
We have to realise that until we deal with the social aspects of Programme.
and complex dynamics between rival gangs.
crime prevention, we will not make progress in the crime fight,”
He said these gangs spread across multiple
“Witnesses, even law enforcement officers,
he said.
districts, and are suspected to be involved in
may be intimidated by the inherent and implied
He revealed that youth account for 1.5 percent of violent illegal quarrying, drug trafficking, robbery,
threat of violence from a gang-involved defencrime.
extortion, land-grabbing, sale of illegal guns,
dant. Further, successful prosecution of a gang
“I wouldn’t say we have a lost generation. The data suggest we human trafficking, and the larceny of motor
case may require expert testimony to help the
McDonald Jacob
need decisive action now where youths are concerned because if vehicles.
jury understand the complicated cultural issues
we don’t act now, we could end up having a lost generation. We
He also revealed that for this year so far, the Trinidad and that are foundational to gang-related crime,” he said.
will reach a point of no return. As a nation and government, we Tobago Police Service has recovered 248 firearms, with 444
He said trying gang-related cases takes time, preparation,
have to take action. It is no longer a case of doing whatever is persons charged with various firearms offences.
and knowledge. For these reasons, it is necessary to have pronecessary to win the next election,” he said.
Several of those arrested are gang members who were grant- grammes to empower officers with information on the basics of
Seepersad also said while domestic violence laws exist there ed bail, he said.
crime prosecution at the local level.

Gangs behind majority of crimes, murders: Jacob
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Carapo mandir purified after vandals desecrate holy site
Port-of-Spain – Purifica
know that beef is a prohibtion and atonement rituals
ited item in the Hindu way of
were held last week at the
life because the cow is sacred
Carapo Shiv Mandir in Arima
to Hinduism. To cook beef
following wilful desecration
in the temple is a very caland vandalism of the temple
culated attack on Hindus.
earlier this month.
Nonetheless, we have done
During the invasion, the
the necessary prayers to ask
vandals stole numerous items,
forgiveness from the divine
and cooked corned beef inside
and for atonement, so that
the mandir, leaving behind an
the effects of such wanton
empty can in what was a predesecration can be mitigated.”
meditated act of sacrilege at
The ceremony last week
the holy site.
saw the chanting of 5,000
The temple is a site of
mantras and offerings made
pilgrimage for thousands of
to Lord Vishnu.
Hindu devotees.
Following the vandalism,
The purification ceremony
temple president, Naresh
was performed by the execuTimal, said the desecration
tive of the Sanatan Dharma
was heartbreaking for many
Maha Sabha, with Pundit
devotees.
Rishi Maharaj officiating at
“We were having a Mother’s
Officiating Pundit Rishi Maharaj (centre at microphone) performs puja last week during the purification & Day programme, and because
the prayer service.
atonement rituals that were held at the Carapo Shiv Mandir
Maharaj said the ceremony
of this, we had to cancel. The
He said on a national level, the desecration
He added, “The biggest blow that we can
was necessary to seek forgivemembers were disappointed
ness following the disrespect, dishonour, des- strike against the evil in our land would be of the mandir and the murtis illustrate the because after so long, because of the panecration, and vandalism of the temple. Also uniting of our people of all races, religions, and growing evil in society.
demic, they would be meeting and gathering.
“This evil is no longer outside our homes Nevertheless, they are looking forward to havattending the ceremony was Dr Rampersad communities. By this, we will again begin to
foster an acute disposition towards being our and our places of worship. We cannot outrun ing the service restored at the Mandir,” he said.
Parasram Dharmacharya.
Speaking at the atonement ceremony, brother’s keeper, something which seems to this evil. We cannot make a dash past it, and
Timal said the 100-plus devotees at the
then lock ourselves inside the safety and com- Mandir were standing in solidarity to ensure
Attorney and MP for Chaguanas West Pundit have become lost on us.”
Rambally said the Carapo mandir has fort of our homes and temples. This evil, if left everything moves forward.
Dinesh Rambally called on all religious organisations and nationals regardless of position, played an important part in developing Hindu unchecked, will continue to break down doors,
“I am saddened by these acts carried out
as they did in this temple,” he said.
creed, religion, or race to unite to “free our- spirituality.
in this place of worship. This will continue to
“The recent desecration has not set it back.
When “we see the increasing crimes being make us stronger. United we stand together
selves of the evil plaguing the country”.
He is also legal advisor to the SDMS, and a If anything, this mandir now serves as a beacon committed against our mothers, fathers, sis- and we will continue to grow. We leave everyof faith and religious persistence. It has shown ters, daughters, and sons in such a callous, thing in the hands of the Lord because we
member of the Pandits’ Parishad,
Said Rambally, “By this unity, we do not us how to abide by our dharmic duties in face heinous, egregious, and evil manner, we must believe in Karma. This will not stop us. It will
expect that there will be a removal of all of of adversity. It has shown us the depths of appreciate that Trinidad and Tobago is no lon- not deter us.”
our differences, but we do expect that we can Hindu concepts and traditions so that upcom- ger a paradise”.
According to a police report, vandals entered
Rambally added, “We know that the per- the temple twice, stealing stoves, gas tanks,
mutually respect our sectarian differences and ing generations will have a precedent to follow,”
he said.
petrator of this crime is bright enough to appliances, and jewellery adorning the murtis.
appreciate the spiritual truths.”

Thieves frustrate completion of new
cemetery for Muslims in south T&T

Cemetery project lead Imam Fazar Allaham (left) with committee members (left to
right) Achie Reyasatt-Ali, Faruke Ali, & treasurer Faz Hosein at the new burial site

San Fernando – Thieves are carting off
materials needed for completion of a cemetery
project now underway in the southern city
of San Fernando, the site needed to meet the
demand for new burial plots for the Muslim
community.
The need for more cemetery plots became
apparent in the past two years with the increase
in deaths caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Last week, chairman of the Douglas Road
Muslim cemetery Fazar Allaham said the
group of Imams could not afford a watchman
to guard the property overnight.
“We depend on the donations of people, and
it is hard to lose materials, especially when it is
so expensive now. Last year we had some pilferage of steel and BRC wire. Then [last week]
we acquired a set of blocks, four rolls of BRC –
[all of which were stolen],” Allaham said.
Police are investigating the matter, and an
arrest is yet to be made, he said.

Port-of-Spain – Staff members identified
as culprits in the abuse of children at children’s
homes and care centres have been removed
from the institutions, Minister in the Office
of the Prime Minister, Stuart Young, has said.
Also, he added the children have been
“extracted” from these homes for their safety.
Young was responding after the matter
was raised during a meeting of the Standing
Finance Committee of Parliament last Friday.
“On the receipt of any report, not only the
Justice Judith Jones report, the child being in
a position where he or she may be in danger, immediately the responsible people in
the [Children’s] Authority will move in and
deal with that situation and extract the child,”
Young said.

According to Webster-Roy, the philosophy
of the government pointed in a different direction, with the minister declaring: “The philosophy of the [CA] and the philosophy of this government is not to put children in institutions;
so, one of the things we are trying to improve
is our kinship care: that is, identifying suitable
families, improving the foster care system, as
well as adoption.”
The Justice Judith Jones report on State-run
and State-assisted children’s homes and care
centres sent shock waves throughout Trinidad
and Tobago.
It revealed that numerous cases of maltreatment were occurring at several State institutions that included physical, psychological and
sexual abuse, gang rape, and prostitution.

Govt removes staff, ‘extracts’ children from abusive homes
He added, “So to try and create a narrative or
paint a picture, or even a suggestion that these
children are being left there in harm’s way is
simply not so.”
In a follow-up to Young’s revelation, Princes
Town MP Barry Padarath sought to find out
just how many children were removed from the
troubled homes.
However, Padarath’s question was denied by
chairman of the committee, Bridgid AnnisetteGeorge, on the grounds that it did not qualify
as part of the work of the SFC.
Earlier, Padarath had asked Minister in the
Office of the Prime Minister Ayanna WebsterRoy whether alternate arrangements would be
made at other facilities for the children housed
at the homes identified as being abusive.
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Allaham also indicated the Imams are now
faced with raising additional funding to cover
the losses due to theft. In addition to having to
double their efforts, the group is also seeking
donations for construction of a building on
the site.
The cemetery is being developed on eight
acres of Caroni lands, which was given for this
purpose by the government.
“We got eight acres of land in 2020. [Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley] gave us his blessing, and 18 mosques in the community
signed a petition to acquire this land. We got
approval to build. We have a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Princes Town Regional
Corporation that they will supply labour, and
we will supply the materials. We were hoping to
have this ready by March, but with everything
that has happened, we have to push back the
opening date,” Allaham said.
He added: “It cost us a lot of money to build
box drains, pathways for the burial plots, and
to construct a building 60 by 40 to accommodate the service for burials.”
Allaham also indicated one of their plans
is to develop a recreational area near the cemetery for bereaved families to have a peaceful
place to mourn.
Since the project started, Allaham said they
have been receiving calls from Muslims all
across the country asking whether the burial
ground was complete.
“We are anxious to open this cemetery. We
already have a cemetery keeper in place. I am
making a plea on behalf of the Muslims for the
State agencies to fast track everything, because
we need this site up,” he said.
He also called for support from the community, saying the cemetery will accommodate
Muslims from the Penal, Barrackpore, Princes
Town and Lengua communities.
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Departure
Pt Sharma instrumental in taking santoor on unique journey
The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

By Suanshu Khurana
andit Shiv Kumar Sharma, who
exalted the santoor – once a
little-known trapezoid-shaped,
stringed instrument – from the folk
circuit of Jammu and Kashmir, and
placed it on the proscenium alongside
other more traditional and heavyweight
classical instruments such as the sitar
and sarod, passed away on May 10, 2022
in Mumbai after suffering cardiac arrest.
He was 84, and is survived by wife
Manorama, and sons Rahul and Rohit.
The path to owning an instrument
that has been an accompaniment for
Sufiana mausiqi (music) for centuries
and turning it into one that would fit
into the complex world of ragas, riyaaz,
and relentless critique – all this while
creating slides and embellishments
like other string instruments, but not
imitating them – was long and arduous.
The challenges he faced as he worked
to place the santoor on the classical
centre stage, Sharma would sometimes
say, were nothing compared to the
meditative trance it offered him. In the
process, he created music that will be
remembered for the inventive inflections
he fashioned as he handled a demanding
and difficult instrument.
In a world that encourages slick
branding, Sharma did the extraordinary
– he made great music without talking
much about it.
Sitar exponent and Grammy winner
Ustad Shujaat Khan, who knew Sharma
closely, told The Indian Express how
Sharma was for him a point of reference
of dignity, grace, and professionalism.
“He was the voice that every Indian
classical musician should have in his
head. I am not qualified to comment on
his greatness – that’s for the world to see.
I was not his student, and didn’t learn
from him, but I have immense respect
and affection for him, and I pray that one day, I can be like
him. Of course I am Vilayat Khan’s son, but temperamentally, I
have always followed Shivji. He was my last hero,” said Khan.
Sharma began learning music from his father, classical
vocalist Uma Dutt Sharma, who worked as a music supervisor
at Radio Kashmir in Jammu, and later, in Kashmir.
However, the young Sharma was soon drawn to the tabla,
learnt the basics from his father, and began accompanying in
the children’s programmes at the radio station when he was
about eight.
Once Uma Dutt was transferred to Radio Kashmir
(Srinagar), he suggested that a teenage Sharma try his hand at
the santoor.
Unlike other classical string instruments that are strummed
with fingers or a plectrum, the santoor is played with small
mallets created out of walnut wood. It is said to be the only
string instrument that isn’t played with one’s fingers, and that
makes it harder to produce the exactness of microtones – the
hallmark of classical music.
Yet Sharma stuck to the instrument, literally nurturing the
instrument on his lap.
His first national performance was in Mumbai, with the
icons of classical music – Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, Ustad
Vilayat Khan, Pt Ravi Shankar, Ustad Amir Khan, Ustad
Mushtaq Hussain, Pt Omkarnath Thakur, Kesarbai Kerkar,
Moghubai Kurdikar, Siddheshwari Devi, and Rasoolan Bai,
among others – in attendance. Then, Sharma was 17 years old.
It was around the same time that filmmaker V. Shantaram
asked him to play the santoor in Jhanak Jhanak Payal Baaje
(1955). Sharma composed a piece that featured Kathak dancer
Gopi Krishna in a seminal dance section from the film.
“Pt Shivkumar Sharma’s contribution to music is
undoubtedly that of a path-breaking artiste and composer. But
for me, he will forever be the icon who proved that tradition is
not set in stone. It is dynamic, and accepts new contributions,
experiments, and forms from those who are able to wear down
the walls of orthodoxy with their excellence, determination,
and brilliance,” said Hindustani classical vocalist Shubha
Mudgal.
Not one to be tied down to a job, a young Sharma left

O

ur cultural world is poorer with the
demise of Pandit Shivkumar Sharma
Ji. He popularised the santoor at a
global level. His music will continue to enthral
the coming generations. I fondly remember
my interactions with him. Condolences to his
family and admirers. Om Shanti.
India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi

P
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T

here is the passing away of the Maestro,
Shiv Kumar Sharma, who played the
santoor, a special instrument, from
the valleys of Kashmir ...who designed so
many film music for me and many others
...continued success after success, numbs you
from the pain of pain ...as also the reverse
...Shiv Kumarji, who played the santoor in its
brilliance ...who put his heart and soul into
whatever he took up ... humble despite his
incredible presence ...and the talent of a genius.
Amitabh Bachchan

P

andit Shivkumar Sharma had a major
role behind my acting career. My heart
grieves. God makes very less such
people. May his soul rest in peace and may his
family stay strong... I have a lot of memories
with him. While I was doing my first job at
All India Radio, as an announcer, I fumbled
while taking his name on-air during the show...
after that I left my job and became and actor.
Whenever I used to meet him after that, I used
to tell him that if that day I [had not] fumbled
while taking his name... I would still be an
announcer, and not an actor.
Anupam Kher

W

e have lost a gem... Padma
Vibhushan Shri Shiv Kumar
Sharmaji santoor virtuoso. A big
loss to Indian classical music. May his soul rest
in eternal peace. Om Shanti.
Pankaj Udhas

Srinagar for Mumbai, with Rs 500 in his pocket, and santoor
in tow.
He struggled for a few years before managing to bring
out a solo album in 1960. For many years, he was a sessions
musician in films (he played tabla in Mose chhal from Chetan
Anand’s Guide) before teaming up with flute exponent Pt Hari
Prasad Chaurasia for an album, Call of the Valley (1967).
It was a unique experiment because the santoor and flute,
two folk instruments considered lower down in the pecking
order of classical music, were playing raagdaari and hitting it
out of the park.
Offers from filmmakers followed, leading the two to team
up as Shiv-Hari, and compose music for films such as Silsila
(1981), Faasle (1985), Chandni (1989), and Lamhe (1991),
among others.
The two were to perform a jugalbandi concert at Bhopal’s
Bharat Bhawan, in what was being described as a reunion.
According to Pt Hari Prasad’s nephew and flautist Rakesh
Chaurasia, “Since he was also a tabla player, his accent of
rhythm in the hammered melodies will go down in the history
of classical music as a chapter that can be studied in great
detail.”
Despite massive success in films, classical music remained
Sharma’s focus, and he carried the delicate santoor to concerts
around the world.
“Classical music is not for entertainment. It is to take you
on a meditative journey, ye toh mehsoos karne ki cheez hai
(This has to be experienced),” he would often say.
For decades, Sharma’s santoor spoke a unique language:
one that the world did not know before him, one that was
sometimes hymnal, and on others idyllic; sometimes from a
world of deep-rooted classicality; and on others, allowed one
to navigate life’s chaos to be amid transcendental silence – the
kind that only his music could generate.
The Governor of Maharashtra, Bhagat Singh Koshyari, in a
condolence message, said, “The news of the demise of Pt Shiv
Kumar Sharma is shocking. He was instrumental in taking
Santoor and Indian classical music to the global stage. Pt
Sharma was a great artist, guru, researcher, thinker, and above
all, a kind-hearted human being.”

H

e was the pioneer of santoor, and his
contribution is unparalleled. For me,
it’s a personal loss, and I will miss
him no end. May his soul rest in peace. His music lives on
forever.
Amjad Ali Khan

S

ad to know about the demise of Pandit Shiv Kumar
Sharma, eminent santoor player and internationally
celebrated Indian music composer. His departure
impoverishes our cultural world. My deepest condolences
Mamata Banerjee
Chief Minister, West Bengal

T

he day began with the heartbreaking news
that Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma is no more. This
supremely talented man from Jammu mastered the
instrument from Kashmir – the santoor. Pt Shiv Kumar
Sharma and the santoor have been synonyms for each
other.
Kaushal S. Inamdar

S

antoor Maestro. Grace personified. Classical Music
legend. Shiv of ‘Shiv-Hari’ who created beautiful
film music. Collaborator & kickstarter of the global
desi fusion scene with masters like Pt Ravi Shankar & Ust
Zakir Hussain.
Sona Mohapatra

H

uge loss for the entire music fraternity. Pt
Shivkumar Sharmaji put Jammu and Kashmir on
the world map; the santoor maestro had a deep
impact on art, culture, and his music lives on.
Aahba Hanjura
He added, “Pt Shiv Kumar Sharma mentored many disciples
and enriched the world of music with his multifarious
contributions. I pay my respectful homage to Pt Shiv Kumar
Sharma, and convey my deepest condolences to Pt Rahul
Sharma, and to other members of the bereaved family.”
Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray announced
a State funeral for Sharma. His funeral took place at Pawan
Hans, on May 11 with full State honour.
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What Indian cinema needs to make a mark in the international arena

By M.K. Raghavendra
since it gave manifestation to existing beliefs of his people.
hat India has been named ‘The Country of Honour’
Mainstream Hindi cinema moved away from the
at the Cannes Film Market in 2022, which is part of
mythological genre in the 1940s, but domestic melodrama,
the Cannes Film Festival, has received widespread
which replaced it, used the same kind of representations,
attention. What it actually means is uncertain. This could
although in modern settings. Characters and situations were
be because Indian cinema has withstood the onslaught of
made ‘exemplary’ in order to relay messages and truisms from
Hollywood on its own turf.
traditional wisdom. Exemplary, here, does not necessarily mean
The honour bestowed upon Indian cinema at Cannes this
‘good’ since even a villain like Gabbar is an ‘example’ of evil.
year is hardly because of the industry’s achievements in the
Internationally, cinema (like all art), has been uncertain
international arena. If Indian cinema has done well commercially
about its intrinsic ‘purpose’, and has, therefore, simply pursued
outside India, that is because of its large diaspora.
‘mimesis’ – the imitation of the real world,
South Asians are the biggest consumers of Indian
including of individuals with discernible
cinema.
psychologies. Explanations of art’s purpose only
The last time that an Indian film was featured
follow practice, and are therefore tentative.
in the Competition Section was in 1994 when the
The avant garde in art exists because the
Malayalam film Swaham, directed by Shaji Karun,
purpose of art is indeterminate, and that allows
was picked. Cannes has several sections where
for experimentation. Acknowledged film classics,
Indian films have been subsequently screened,
like The Godfather, do not provide exemplary
but the key Competition Section has remained
characters, feelings, and situations the way 3
elusive. This is true of Indian cinema at many
Idiots, Lagaan, or Bangarada Manushya do, but
other top film festivals (like Berlin, Venice, and
attempt to present a ‘real world’ with no a priori
Sundance), where cinemas from Turkey, Iran, and
‘meaning’. It draws us into interpreting motives
South Korea have all done better.
and situations as Indian films do not normally.
When studying Indian cinema alongside the
The creation of stereotypes in Indian popular
rest of the world, a hypothesis presents itself. The
cinema, for instance, is only to carry forward
Satyajit Ray
unassailable aspects of Indian films within its
familiar messages. This is like a fable in which the
diaspora is precisely what makes it unsuccessful outside. This
fox must be cunning, and the monkey mischievous. Without
may be due to the ‘Indian mindset’, the way Indians regard the
this kind of typification, the message will not be relayed
world, and how cinema has developed.
coherently. But underneath is the idea that there are ‘universal’
In the last years of the 19th century, cinema started off in the
truths that art must promote. While truths in world cinema
form of a documentary under the Lumière brothers. Almost
are, by and large, contextual, Indian cinema avoids historical
immediately after, a magician named George Méliès discovered
markers in order to make its messages universal.
its capacity for creating illusion.
If we take the portrayal of the father of the nation, Mahatma
Cinema’s ability to capture reality and create illusion have
Gandhi, the most popular portrayal is in Lage Raho Munnabhai.
since represented the twin polarities of cinema. But the meaning
Here, Gandhi’s historical role is ignored, and is cherished for his
of ‘illusion’ is not simply something unreal, but also something
attachment to the ‘truth’ – a universal message.
imagined or dreamed, and can, therefore, represent ‘inner reality’
Indian cinema, in order to relay universal messages, also
– which is why the two extremities of cinema are occupied by
avoids subjectivity. The camera’s eye is omniscient. Dream
‘realism’ and ‘expression’. Beneath this is an understanding that the sequences in popular cinema should be subjective, but they are
‘real’ cannot be grasped except through an onlooker’s subjectivity.
generic in dealing with ‘universal’ emotions like love or fear, and
When D.G. Phalke made the first Indian films, he explored
not individually differentiated.
neither realism nor personal expression. He had seen an obscure
In pursuing realism, art cinema appears to be unlike popular
film called The Life of Christ, and began to make mythological
cinema, but a deeper scrutiny reveals that it too pursues
films. The mythological was, to him, not fantasy but the ‘truth’,
universal truths. Only, this time, the truism is from a social

T
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science text (like Das Kapital) rather than an epic like the
Mahabharata.
Very often the truisms furthered in Indian films contradict
each other, but each one is presented as a ‘universal truth.’ Bunty
aur Babli, for instance, eulogises a couple of fraudsters as people
with ‘enterprise’. Such a message could not have been imagined
in the 1970s, but still went down well with audiences.
A criterion wherein we decide whether a film is a truly
major one is through its ‘complexity’. The world is complex (and
perhaps unknowable), and when art imitates, its complexity is
valued. Film scholars and critics are thus driven into interpreting
a film, and its importance is decided by the layers of meaning it
generates on interpretation, which implies ‘ambiguity.’
World cinema from the 1960s onwards tried to actively
promote ‘ambiguity’, and the international film-makers noted in
this context were those like Satyajit Ray, Akira Kurosawa, JeanLuc Godard, and Ingmar Bergman.
‘Ambiguity’ is not necessarily a western notion, and Iranian
filmmakers like Abbas Kiarostami actively pursued the same
end, as does the South Korean, Bong Joon-ho.
The fact that Indian art cinema focuses on delivering
familiar truisms as messages through exemplary characters and
situations means that this ‘ambiguity’ is already interpreted.
Those filmmakers who have tried to embrace complexity,
subjectivity, or ambiguity are a few: Satyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak,
Adoor Gopalakrishnan, and Aravindan, with Kumar Shahani
and Mani Kaul trying to hold up avant garde filmmaking.
This brings us to ask if Indians truly wish their cinema to
make a mark in the international arena, or are content with
national recognition and success. This is important because
Indians are most comfortable on their home ground, and few
have made a mark outside their own cultural terrain.
For Indian cinema to become truly international (and it
should, as a cultural power) India needs new film schools;
or, rather, film schools with new teachers, not captive to the
mindset that has made Indian cinema what it is. Indians
studying film abroad are still unable to think differently.
It is sad that after so many decades we still only name Satyajit
Ray as our great international success, and we have not even
been able to follow or even copy him.
Ray was an autodidact, and tried to visualise his cultural
space as it had not been; but learning on their own may be too
difficult for most Indian film students. They may be passionate
about world cinema, but do they know what to learn from it?
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Pakistan board retains Maroof to captain women’s team

T

he Pakistan Cricket Board are keeping faith
in the leadership of Bismah Maroof, and have
retained her as national women’s team’s captain
for the 2022-2023 season, the cricket website Cricbuzz
reported last week.
The PCB’s move came despite questions that were
raised about leadership progression following Pakistan’s
World Cup performance in New Zealand earlier this
year. Pakistan won one of their seven round-robin
games to make a league-stage exit.
However, last week the PCB moved to keep faith in
Maroof. She took the leadership following the exit of
Sana Mir, who relinquished the position across formats
following the team’s exit from 2016 (T20), and 2017
(ODI) World Cups.
Said Maroof following announcement of her appointment: “It is truly an honour for any cricketer to captain
their country, and it is a great privilege for me to continue in this role.”
She added, “The 2022-2023 cricket season is the busiest for
Pakistan women’s side, and we are excited and geared up for the
challenges it presents.”
There is a packed season ahead for Pakistan that features at
least 25 white-ball matches, with the schedules for the Women’s
T20 Asia Cup, and ICC Women’s T20 World Cup yet to be

Bismah Maroof
announced.
Pakistan will host Sri Lanka in Karachi for three T20Is
and three ODIs in what will be a first for ICC Women’s
Championship matches that are being staged in Pakistan. These
games will begin later this month.
Maroof and her team will then head for Belfast to play hosts

No room at the CWGF inn for baby Fatima

A

ccreditation to access the Commonwealth Games village was denied last week by the Commonwealth
Games Federation for Pakistan Women’s captain
Bismah Maroof 's infant daughter, Fatima, and her grandmother, who travels as the baby’s caregiver.
As Umar Farooq reported for the cricket website
ESPNcricinfo, the denial caused
Maroof to re-consider her participation in the event, which will be
held from July 25 to August 8 in
Birmingham.
However, ESPNcricinfo later
reported that Maroof will travel
for the games, along with baby
Fatima and her grandmother.
Both the child and grandmother
will now lodge at an hotel outside
the Commonwealth Games village.
As ESPNcricinfo reported,
the Pakistan Cricket Board had
asked the CWGF for two extra
accreditations to accommodate
Maroof ’s mother and daughter
in the village. In response, the
CWGF asked the PCB to remove
two personnel from their allowed
22-member travelling contingent,
which includes officials as well.
Bismah with
However, the PCB stated that
it was in no position to omit players or officials from its touring
party.
As ESPNcricinfo reported, it later wrote to the CWGF’s media
department for its official version of their parental policy, but is
yet to receive a response.
Earlier this year Maroof travelled to New Zealand for the
2022 Women’s World Cup with her daughter and mother.
According to the PCB’s maternity policy, a mother is allowed
“to travel with a support person of her choice to assist in caring
for her infant child”. Travel and accommodation costs are shared
equally between the PCB and the player.

Maroof had taken an indefinite maternity leave last April;
however, and the PCB’s new parental policy helped her return
to cricket and captaincy earlier this year.
As India Today reported last week, Maroof said that she
was filled with pride while taking part in the Women’s World
Cup 2022 after becoming a mother. She embraced motherhood in August 2021. She made
her comeback for the Women’s
World Cup, and was photographed numerous times by the
international media carrying
baby Fatima to venues during
practice and matches.
Although Pakistan failed to
qualify for the semis, Maroof
gained a lot of praise for balancing her personal and professional
life. She told India Today she
wants to encourage other women
with the example of her motherhood and a cricketing career into
taking up the sport.
“I’ve travelled a lot during my
16-year career, and played a lot
of cricket, including different
World Cups, but this time the
feeling was a bit different. It was
a little more priceless as I was
returning to cricket as a mother.
baby Fatima
I had goosebumps whenever I
held Fatima in my arms and went to practice or for matches,”
she told the online publication Scroll.
“I did this with so much pride and a mission to inspire young
girls to take up any sport, and to encourage their families to
support their daughters to pursue their dreams. It was a great
experience, and I’ll keep doing that till I’m fit and my body supports me,” she declared.
On International Women’s Day on March 8, Maroof scored
an unbeaten 122-ball knock of 78 against Meg Lanning’s
Australia that included eight fours. She celebrated her halfcentury by dedicating it to her adorable baby girl.

Cricket at Asian Games postponed due to Covid-19

C

ricket returning to the Asian Games after a gap of eight
years was again delayed with the tournament postponed
until 2023 due to Covid-19.
The 19th edition of the Games was scheduled to take place
between September 10-25 in Hangzhou; however, a surge of
Covid-19 cases in China has since forced a change of plans,
ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Cricket made its debut at the Asian Games in 2010 in
Guangzhou.
The last time it was part of the competition in 2014, Sri
Lanka won the gold medal by beating Afghanistan by 68 runs
in the men’s event. Pakistan took the gold in the women’s event,
defeating Bangladesh by four runs.
Cricket did not make the list in 2018, which was due to the
Games’ organisers reducing the number of events.
“Following detailed discussions with the Chinese Olympic

22

Committee, and the Hangzhou Asian Games Organising
Committee, the OCA Executive Board... decided to postpone
the 19th Asian Games, which were scheduled to be held in
Hangzhou, China, from [September 10-25],” the OCA said.
“The new dates of the 19th Asian Games will be agreed
[among] the OCA, the COC, and the HAGOC, and announced
in the near future,” it said.
It was also reported earlier this year that that India were
unlikely to field teams owing to existing commitments.
The games were planned for the Zhejiang University of
Technology Cricket Field, which was unveiled in July 2021.
However, in the last month doubts arose over the matches proceeding when Shanghai went into a lock down due to a Covid19 outbreak. The field is 175 kilometres away from Hangzhou.
Most international sporting events in China have either been
postponed, or cancelled, since the start of the Covid-19.

Ireland, and reigning T20I champions Australia in a
triangular series from July 12 to July 24, before moving
to Birmingham for the Commonwealth Games, which
take place from July 25 to August 8.
Like at the Women’s Cricket World Cup 2022, Maroof
will travel to Belfast and Birmingham with her infant
daughter and mother, who is the baby’s caretaker. The
PCB will be sharing the travel, lodging, and boarding
expenses in line with its newly formed Parental Support
Policy.
“I want to thank the Pakistan Cricket Board for its
immense support throughout my career, and especially
in helping me strike the right work-life balance after the
birth of Fatima.” Maroof said last week.
She added, “There was a time when I contemplated
giving up on my passion of playing cricket, but the PCB
ensured it never came to that with the introduction of
the maternity policy, which has made the game as inclusive as it can be for the women in our country.”
Head of Women’s cricket Tania Mallick extended her congratulations to Maroof on retaining the national captaincy, saying, “She has been an inspiration for women around the world
with her demeanour on and off the field. I am sure our side will
produce strong and consistent results in their leadership over
the next year.”

Chris Brabazon

CWI skill building sessions
held for coaches in Antigua

A

n initiative by Cricket West Indies last week saw
Antiguan coaches in skill development sessions, a
move the cricket body says it plans to roll out across
the region.
As reported by the Caribbean Media Corporation, a daylong seminar at the Coolidge Cricket Ground saw CWI High
Performance Unit staff guide 22 participants through a range of
topics including coaching philosophy, applied skill acquisition
across fielding and batting, and how to plan and deliver effective, contemporary training sessions.
Participating in the seminar were coach development manager Chris Brabazon, high performance manager Graeme West,
and high performance coach Steve Liburd.
It was jointly hosted by CWI and the Antigua and Barbuda
Cricket Association.
“It was great to have so many local coaches committed to
ongoing development of their coaching skills. We know that
good coaching plays a massive role in the recruitment and
retention of players, and this group of Antiguan coaches is well
placed to have a massive positive impact in the community,”
said Brabazon.
He added, “CWI is looking forward to rolling out more
of these types of workshops across the region where we can
reconnect with previously accredited coaches, share some key
development priorities from the upper echelons of our West
Indies Cricket Pathway, and then have our local coaches head
back out into their communities and address these areas with
our junior players.”
CWI said the main aim of the seminar was to re-engage
previously accredited coaches, and provide them with an opportunity to share their knowledge on various aspects of cricket
coaching, reconnect with each other and identify opportunities
to work together to move Antiguan cricket forward.
Among the coaches involved were former Test cricketers
Winston Benjamin, Kenny Benjamin, and Sylvester Joseph, as
well as former regional first-class players and national representatives.

indocaribbeanworld.com | may 18, 2022

CRICKET

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Keacy Carty

Shermon Lewis

Jayden Seales

Newcomers make ODI selection for upcoming tours

T

hree newcomers have been included in the West Indies
squad for the upcoming One Day Internationals against
The Netherlands and Pakistan. This will be the first tour
since white-ball captain Kieron Pollard called time on his international career. There are also a few veterans not on the tour
who were left out for varying reasons.
The tour takes place from May 31-June 12, and will see Nicholas Pooran leading the side, having succeeded Pollard as white
ball captain.
Fast bowlers Jayden Seales and Shermon Lewis were named
in the squad that was announced by Cricket West Indies last
week. Seales and Lewis have both played at the Test level. However, specialist batter Keacy Carty made history being the first
player from St Maarten to be selected for the West Indies Senior
Men’s team.
“We were impressed with Carty and the way he goes about
his innings. We saw several glimpses of his ability the way he
played against England earlier this year for the CWI President’s
XI,” said lead selector Desmond Haynes. Carty is 25 years old,
and is a right-handed middle order batsman.
“We hope that giving him this opportunity he will recognise
the importance of representing West Indies. We think he is a
young batsman with great promise, and this is the kind of tour
he can show he fits in,” said Haynes.
Veteran West Indies players Andre Russell and Sunil Narine
were again omitted from the squad. CWI also disclosed that
Evan Lewis was not considered after failing to meet the fitness
criteria. He has has not played an ODI for the Caribbean side
since July last year.
Shimron Hetmyer was unavailable for selection due to family
commitments with the birth of his first child.
Also missing from the team is all rounder Jason Holder. Ac-

cording to CWI, he “is being rested to manage his workload”.
Haynes said in choosing the team for the West Indies’ next assignment, the selectors wanted to give some young West Indies
Test bowlers a chance in the shorter format.
Following the three ODIs in The Netherlands, the West Indies will travel to Pakistan for another three ODIs on June 8,
10, and 12.
“We …have a very good group of young fast bowlers who
have demonstrated their ability, and we want to use these two
tours to give them opportunities in the 50 over format,” Haynes
said.
“We have a week in The Netherlands and another week in
Pakistan, and this should provide them with quality opposition
to bowl against as we build towards the Cricket World Cup in
2023,” Haynes noted.
He added, “[Anderson] Phillip has been around for some
time, and we know what he can offer. Seales has been very good
in Test cricket; and [Shermon] Lewis is making a return to the
West Indies set up following some good performances.”
The tour of the Netherlands will be the first-ever ODI Series
between the two teams and will be played at the VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen. The matches in Pakistan will be played at
the Pindi Stadium in Rawalpindi.
Both series form part of the ICC ODI Super League, where
teams will have the opportunity to earn points to secure one of
the top seven places, excluding hosts India, to gain automatic
qualification for the 2023 ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup.
FULL SQUAD: Nicholas Pooran (Captain), Shai Hope (ViceCaptain), Nkrumah Bonner, Shamarh Brooks, Keacy Carty,
Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Joseph, Brandon King, Shermon Lewis, Kyle Mayers, Anderson Phillip, Rovman Powell, Jayden
Seales, Romario Shepherd, Hayden Walsh Jr.

Chris Gayle

Chris Gayle opts out of 2022 IPL citing lack of respect

C

iting a lack of respect, Chris Gayle has opted out of the
India Premier League this year, the Caribbean Media
Corporation reported last week. However, at the same
time, he also indicated he plans to return to the IPL in 2023.
He is also committed to winning one of the titles with teams
that he has previously played on, the Kolkata Knight Riders,
Royal Challengers Bangalore, and Punjab Kings.
Now 42-years-old, Gayle started playing with the IPL in 2009.
“Next year I’m coming back,” Gayle was quoted as saying, and
which was reported by both CMC and the UK Mirror.
“I’ve represented three teams in the IPL, Kolkata, RCB and
Punjab. Between RCB and Punjab, I would love to get a title with
one of those two teams. I had a great stint with RCB, where I was
more successful within the IPL, and Punjab, they’ve been good.
I love to explore and I love challenges so let’s see what happens,”
Gayle said.

23

This year is the first break from the cricketing event by Gayle,
who has played continuously since beginning his IPL career 13
years ago.
“For the last couple of years, the way the IPL went about, I
felt like I wasn’t treated properly,” he said of his absence in the
2022 IPL.
“So, I thought, ‘Okay, you didn’t get the respect you deserved
after you did so much for the sport and IPL’. So, I said, ‘Okay,
that’s it, I’m not going to bother to enter the draft’; so, I left it as
it is,” he said.
Gayle is a left-handed batsman, and has played a total of 142
matches in the IPL, amassing 4,965 runs that included six centuries and 31 half centuries; he has taken 18 wickets with his
right-arm bowling.
He has struck the most sixes (357) in IPL history, and he recorded the franchise tournament’s highest score of 175 in 2013.

Wednesday May 18, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 4,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 19, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 5,
ZACS, Chattogram, 10:30 AM
Monday May 23, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 1,
Shere Bangla National Stad., Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 24, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 2,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Wednesday May 25, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 3,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Thursday May 26, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 4,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Friday May 27, 2022
Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 5,
SBNS, Dhaka, 10:30 AM
Tuesday May 31, 2022
West Indies tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs WI, 1st ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
Thursday June 02, 2022
Netherlands vs WI, 2nd ODI, VRA Cricket
Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
New Zealand tour of England, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 1,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
Friday June 3, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 2,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
Saturday June 04, 2022
Netherlands vs West Indies, 3rd ODI, VRA
Cricket Ground, Amstelveen, 10:30 AM
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 3,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
T20 Blast 2022
Hampshire vs Sussex, South Group, The Rose
Bowl, Southampton, 07:00 PM
Sunday June 05, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 4,
Lord’s, London, 11:00 AM
T20 Blast 2022
Kent vs Middlesex, South Group, St Lawrence
Ground, Canterbury, 02:30 PM
Warwickshire vs Nottinghamshire, North Group,
Edgbaston, Birmingham, 02:30 PM
Durham vs Northamptonshire, North Group,
Riverside Ground, Chester-le-Street, 02:30 PM
Worcestershire vs Leicestershire, North Group,
New Road, Worcester, 02:30 PM
Glamorgan vs Surrey, South Group, Sophia
Gardens, Cardiff, 02:30 PM
Monday June 06, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 1st Test, Day 5,
Lord's, London, 11:00 AM
T20 Blast 2022
Yorkshire vs Nottinghamshire, North Group,
Headingley, Leeds, 06:30 PM
Tuesday June 07, 2022
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
SL vs Australia, 1st T20I, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 07:00 PM
Wednesday June 08, 2022
SL vs Australia, 2nd T20I, R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 07:30 AM.
Pakistan vs West Indies, 1st ODI (Rescheduled
match); Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium,
Rawalpindi, 03:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
US vs Oman, 1st Match, Prairie View Cricket
Complex, Houston, 10:30 AM
Thursday June 9, 2022
India vs South Africa, 1st T20I, Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi, 07:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Oman vs Nepal, 2nd Match, Prairie View Cricket
Complex, Houston, 10:30 AM
Friday June 10, 2022
England vs New Zealand, 2nd Test, Day 1, Trent
Bridge, Nottingham, 11:00 AM
Pakistan vs West Indies, 2nd ODI (Rescheduled
match), Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium,
Rawalpindi, 03:00 PM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000
Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke

Brampton East For Sale $899,990

Location! Location!

Location! Stunning
3 bdrm 3 bath
townhome in
prestigious Brampton
East. Main flr features:
open concept liv/din
rooms seamlessly
transition into a private b/yard. Kitchen has
upgraded quartz countertops, b/splsh & large eat-in
island. Bsmt features: 2 bdms w/full wrm & potlights
thruout. Interlocked driveway allows 3 cars to park
w/added garage access. Close to all amenities,
shopping, schools, place of worship, hwys 427/407.

Toronto For Sale $699,990

Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious 1 bed
1 bath corner suite located in the rarely available
prestigious French quarters.
Residence features a functional
open concept layout boasting
9' ceilings. Spacious living
room seamlessly transitions to
a breathtaking private balcony
overlooking quiet courtyard.
Building features world class
amenities: spectacular roof
top garden with BBQ, gym,
party room, lounge/library suites. Steps from the St
Lawrence market, distillery, and financial district.

Duo Condos
Better Together

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan

 rtwalk Condos is a new
A
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

Angus

FOR SALE
$1,399,990

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

The place where transit
and schools are within
touching distance.
Shopping, parks, trails,
and lush golf courses
add excitement. Relaxing
amenities and livable
suites bring joy every day.

Narrative Condos

TAB

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

$949,000

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Coming soon to Brampton.

Starting
From

$600s*

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

