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Bats, viruses, & the Covid-19 pandemic
Even as we invade, Mother Nature is pushing back

www.omesh.com

By Sumit Majumder
& M. Jamal Deen
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
When the sun sets in the west and
birds begin to make their way back to the
nests, many of us may have seen some
dark, bird-like creatures hanging upsidedown on the tree trunks. Yes, I’m talking
about bats here. As a child, I used to shiver in fear at dusk seeing these creatures
hanging from the trees. Despite of their
grotesque look, bats play an important
role in nature by facilitating pollination
and spreading seeds. Some bat species
prey on insects and rats, helping farmers
to protect their crops.
But bats, which are not considered
as ‘birds’ by the scientific community,
but mammals, have been responsible
for some of the worst pandemics on
earth. From Nipah, SARS (SARS-CoV)
to the deadly Ebola to the present-day
novel Coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) – all
these deadly viruses evolved ‘safely’ in
bats before infecting millions of people.
From the faeces, urine and saliva of the
bats, these viruses enter the human body
through raw foods or via other animals.

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.
But the human race that have excelled in
science and technology, have been helpless against these viruses. For Ebola, the
world has seen tens of thousands of people infected with a mortality rate greater
than 30 percent. The death toll from
Covid-19 on May 6 was approximately
265,000, and it is still growing. So how do
the bats carry such deadly viruses in their
bodies and keep flying like nothing ever
happened!
Bats can thank (and perhaps we humans can curse) their unique immune
system for that ability. Being the only
flying mammal, each mitochondrion of
their cells has to work ultra-fast to sup-

ply the enormous amount of energy required to remain airborne. These mitochondria are like the engine of the cells
which produce energy from our diet for
the cell, and consequently, for the entire
body. However, as the by-product of this
process, mitochondria produce wastes
that contain free-radicals. Free-radicals
are active molecules that contain one
or more unpaired electrons in their energy levels. Since the electrons are more
‘comfortable’ in pairs, these free-radicals
swarm all over the body in search of an
electron, and even attack the DNA, enzymes, and cell membranes to steal one.
See page 12: “Humans...”

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Votes recount to commence today
Gecom agrees to live video streaming; Carter Center observers blocked

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219
www.omesh.com

Georgetown – The Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) has officially published in the Official Gazette, the order for the national recount of the March 2, 2020 votes, and
included in the order is the provision for the live streaming of
the tabulation of votes as well as a broadcast of the count.
The Commission met on Monday where the final details,
namely the live streaming aspect, were finalised.
But the Guyana government remains tight lipped on its refusal so far to grant re-entry to observers of the Carter Center
Elections Observation Mission into the country.
Last week, the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) invited all observer missions which had been accredited for the
May 2 General and Regional Elections (GRE) to return to observe the recount of the votes cast. The Center which is one of
the five missions so far accredited had attempted to have one
member of its team travel to Guyana on Monday to observe the
process but failed to secure permission from the Government.
In a brief statement Monday night, the group said that they
had “deployed an observer to Miami who was prepared to travel
to Georgetown, but unfortunately, his flight was denied approval to carry international election observers.”
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The Center sought clarity from government officials on what
requirements are needed to allow the team into Guyana to observe the recount of the ballots from the March 2, 2020 polls.
Currently, Guyana’s borders and those of its neighbours are
closed to incoming international flights except in special cases.
One such case was the team of scrutineers from CARICOM
which arrived on Friday. The three-member team was granted a
special dispensation by the National COVID-19 Task Force following assurances from CARICOM Secretary-General Irwin
LaRocque that the members would be tested for the virus and
would only enter Guyana if they tested negative.
The United States government through Assistant Secretary
of State Michael Kozak on Sunday called on government to allow both the Carter Center and the International Republican
Institute into the country.
Canadian High Commissioner to Guyana, Lilian Chatterjee and the United Nations Resident Coordinator here, Mikiko
Tanaka are also among those who have called for the return of
the Carter Center team. The Private Sector Commission, itself
an accredited observer, has also called on the government and
GECOM to ensure the return of the Carter Center observers.
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House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social media Advertising
3- D virtual tours
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$1,130,000

O
LD
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Quiet Elegance
A terrific buy. Impressively modern home with 9'
foot celing, 5 washrooms, 4+ 2 bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, family room with
gas fireplace, 3 full washrooms on upper floor,
large deck, stone front porch and a finished 2 bedroom basement apt. Real Nice!

$799,700

LD

$709,900

S

Here is a wonderful opportunity to move into this
lovely bungalow with a modern open concept living, dining, and kitchen. The basement is finished
with separate entrance. Enjoy an inground pool,
sauna, and covered patio for summer BBQ.

O

Court Location With Pool

$729,900

LD
O

$760,000
POWER SALE
Fractured price! Here is a 4-level side split with
double car garage, family room with original
wood burning fireplace, 2 kitchens, open concept
living and dining room, 4 bedrooms and 3 washrooms. Features LED lights, laminate floors, eat-in
kitchen, and a finish basement. A Rare find.

$519,000

Rexdale Court Location

Affordable Solution

Features a double door entry, modern kitchen with
granite counter, LED lights, 3 bedrooms and a
basement apartment with 2 bedrooms, open concept living and dining room and separate entrance.
The basement is rented for $1,600 monthly. It’s an
income booster.

Will get out of his corner to see this home with 3
bedrooms, 3 washrooms, living and dining room,
modern kitchen, finish basement, garage, fenced
yard and private driveway. Upgrades include
ceramic, hardwood floors and LED lights.

$710,000

S

Just 45 Minutes East of Toronto
Open concept home with 2 large eat-in kitchens,
family room with a gas fireplace, main floor laundry,
premium lot, long driveway and double car garage.
Features 5 bdrms, 4 washrooms and a modern basement. Extensively upgraded with quartz, granite, dark
premium laminates and LED lighting. Call for a tour.

For Young Moderns
Impressive home with 9’ ceiling, LED lights, open concept
with gas fireplace, eat in kitchen, master bedroom with full
ensuite, side entrance to the basement and 3 bedrooms.
Freshly painted in modern tones. A true pleasure.
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$499,900
X-LARGE, LUXURY
Exquisitely modern with dark laminates, quarts
counters, flush mount led lights, spacious master
bedroom with Romeo and Juliet balcony, washroom with soaker tub, a second bedroom with
large closet and gate security.

CANADA

Relief measures offered by the Canadian govt to help cope with Covid-19 hardships
The Government of Canada is giving support to Canadians
and businesses facing hardship as a result of the global COVID-19 outbreak in different categories.
INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES
• Temporary salary top-up for low-income essential workers:
A new transfer to cost-share a temporary top up to the salaries of low-income workers (those who earn less than $2,500 per
month on a full time basis), that the provinces and territories
have deemed essential in the fight against COVID-19.
This is to provide a boost to those on the front-line in hospitals, those caring for seniors in long-term care facilities, those
working to make sure that there that is food on the shelves and
tables, and others. More details to be released.
• Increasing the Canada Child Benefit:
Up to an extra $300 per child through the Canada Child Benefit (CCB) for 2019-20. This will mean approximately $550 more
for the average family. This benefit will be delivered as part of the
scheduled CCB payment in May.
Those who already receive the CCB do not need to re-apply.
• Special Goods and Services Tax credit payment:
A one-time special payment starting April 9 through the Goods
and Services Tax credit for low- and modest-income families.
The average additional benefit will be close to $400 for single
individuals and close to $600 for couples.
There is no need to apply for this payment. If you are eligible,
you will get it automatically.
• Extra time to file income tax returns:
The filing due date for 2019 income tax returns for individuals has been deferred until June 1, 2020. Any new income tax
balances due, or instalments, are also being deferred until after
August 31, 2020 without incurring interest or penalties.
Note: If you expect to receive benefits under the Goods and
Services Tax credit or the Cwanada Child Benefit, do not delay
filing your 2019 income tax return so as to ensure that your entitlements are properly determined.
• Mortgage payment deferral:
Homeowners facing financial hardship may be eligible for a
mortgage payment deferral of up to six months.
The deferral is an agreement between you and your lender.
Typically, the agreement indicates that you and your lender have
agreed to pause or suspend your mortgage payments for a certain amount of time. After the agreement ends, your mortgage
payments return to normal and the deferred payments — including principal and accumulated interest – are added to the
outstanding principal balance and subsequently repaid throughout the life of the mortgage.
To know if you are eligible for a mortgage payment deferral
or to learn what options are available, contact your lender – your
bank or your mortgage professional.
PEOPLE FACING LOSS OF INCOME
• Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB):
A taxable benefit of $2,000 every 4 weeks for up to 16 weeks to
eligible workers who have lost their income due to COVID-19.
The CERB is available to workers who meet all of the following conditions:
- live in Canada and are at least 15 years old
- stopped working because of COVID-19 or are eligible for EI
regular or sickness benefits
- have not voluntarily quit their job
- had income of at least $5,000 in 2019 or in the 12 months
prior to the date of their application.
An April 15 announcement changed the eligibility rules to:
- Allow people to earn up to $1,000 per month while collecting the CERB.
- Extend the CERB to seasonal workers who have exhausted
their EI regular benefits and are unable to undertake their regular seasonal work because of COVID-19.
- Extend the CERB to workers who have recently exhausted
their EI regular benefits and are unable to find a job because of
COVID-19.
An online questionnaire will direct you to the service option
that best fits your situation (i.e. eligibility for Employment Insurance benefits or not).
Do not apply for the CERB if you have already applied for EI.
You can also apply over the phone: 1-800-959-2019 or
1-800-959-2041
SENIORS
• Reduced minimum withdrawals for RRIF:
The required minimum withdrawals from Registered Retirement Income Funds reduced by 25 per cent for 2020.
• Supporting the delivery of items and personal outreach:
The government is contributing $9M through United Way
Canada for local organizations to support practical services to
Canadian seniors. Services include delivery of groceries, medications, or other needed items, or personal outreach to assess
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individuals' needs and connect them to community supports.
• Providing immediate and essential services to seniors:
- supporting seniors in staying connected with their community and family by providing electronic devices, virtual activities
and remote tutorials;
- supporting the delivery of food and medication to self-isolated seniors at home;
- assisting seniors to undertake essential activities, such as
visits to the doctor;
- hiring staff to replace a loss of a senior volunteer due to the
outbreak;
- providing information to seniors regarding how to care for
themselves during the pandemic.

YOUTH, POST-SECONDARY STUDENTS AND
RECENT GRADUATES
• Canada Emergency Student Benefit (CESB):
Providing support to students and new graduates who are not
eligible for the Canada Emergency Response Benefit or Employment Insurance or unable to work due to COVID-19.
This benefit would provide $1,250 per month for eligible students or $2,000 per month for eligible students with dependents
or disabilities. Benefit would be available from May to August.
More details will be made available soon.
Creating new jobs and opportunities:
Government is expanding existing federal employment, skills
development, and youth programming to create up to 116,000
jobs, placements, and other training opportunities to help students find employment and develop valuable skills this summer
and over the coming months.
• Launching a new national service initiative:
Government is launching the Canada Student Service Grant
(CSSG), to help students gain work experience and skills while
they help their communities during the COVID-19 pandemic.
For students who choose to do national service and serve
their communities, the new CSSG will provide up to $5,000 for
their education in the fall. More details to be made available.
• Helping students continue their studies in the fall:
Changes are proposed to the Canada Student Loans Program
(CSLP) to allow more students to qualify for support and be eligible for greater amounts. The changes would include:
- doubling the Canada Student Grants for all eligible full-time
students to up to $6,000 and up to $3,600 for part-time students
in 2020-21. The Canada Student Grants for Students with Permanent Disabilities and Students with Dependents would also
be doubled.
- broadening eligibility for student financial assistance by
removing the expected student’s and spouse’s contributions in
2020-21.
- raising the maximum weekly amount that can be provided
to a student in 2020-21 from $210 to $350.
Government is providing $291.6M to support student researchers and post-doctoral fellows through the federal granting councils.
Funding would support a one-semester extension for eligible
students whose research scholarships or fellowships end between March and August 2020 and who intend to continue their
studies. It would also provide a 3-month extension in funding
for holders of federal research grants to support eligible trainees
and staff paid out of these awards.
• Supporting int'l students working in an essential service:
Restriction will be removed that allows international students
to work only a maximum of 20 hours per week while classes are
in session, provided they are working in an essential service or
function, such as health care, critical infrastructure, or the supply of food or other critical goods.
This temporary rule change will be in place until August 31.
• Suspending repayment and interest on student and apprentice loans:
All student loan borrowers will automatically have their loan
repayments and interest suspended until September 30, 2020.
Students do not need to apply for the repayment pause.
This moratorium applies to the federal portion of student
loans. Borrowers should check with their provincial or territorial student loan provider to see if payment is required on the
provincial or territorial portion.
• Providing youth with mental health support:
Government is giving $7.5 million in funding to Kids Help
Phone to provide young people with the mental health support
they need during this difficult time.

sectors who have suffered a drop in gross revenues of at least
15% in March, and 30% in April and May.
The program is in place for a 12-week period, from March 15
to June 6, 2020.
Employers who are eligible for the CEWS are entitled to
receive a 100% refund for certain employer contributions to
Employment Insurance, the Canada Pension Plan, the Quebec
Pension Plan, and the Quebec Parental Insurance Plan paid in
respect of employees who are on leave with pay.
For employers that are eligible for both the CEWS and the
10% Temporary Wage Subsidy for a period, any benefit from
the Temporary 10% Wage Subsidy for remuneration paid in a
specific period will generally reduce the amount available to be
claimed under the CEWS in that same period.
• Temporary 10% Wage Subsidy:
The Temporary 10% Wage Subsidy is a three-month measure
that will allow eligible employers to reduce the amount of payroll deduction required to be remitted to the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA).
• Extending the Work-Sharing program:
Government is extending the maximum duration of the
Work-Sharing program from 38 weeks to 76 weeks for employers affected by COVID-19. This measure will provide income
support to employees eligible for Employment Insurance who
agree to reduce their normal working hours because of developments beyond the control of their employers.
• Business Credit Availability Program (BCAP):
BCAP provides additional support through the Business Development Bank of Canada and Export Development Canada.
BDC and EDC are working with private sector lenders to coordinate on credit solutions for individual businesses, including
in sectors such as oil and gas, air transportation, exports and
tourism. This program includes:
- Loan Guarantee for Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises
- Through the Business Credit Availability Program, Export
Development Canada (EDC) is working with financial institutions to guarantee 80% of new operating credit and cash flow
term loans of up to $6.25 million to small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs).
- This financing is to be used for operational expenses and is
available to both exporting and non-exporting companies.
Contact your financial institution for more information.
* Co-Lending Program for Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises:
Through the Business Credit Availability Program, Business
Development Canada (BDC) is working with financial institutions to co-lend term loans to SMEs for their operational cash
flow requirements. The program offers differing maximum finance amounts based on business revenues.
Financed amount:
80 % provided by BDC
20 % provided by your financial institution
This support is available until or before September 30, 2020.
Contact your financial institution for more information.
These programs are now available at various financial institutions and credit unions.

SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES
• Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS):
CEWS supports employers that are hardest hit by the pandemic, and protect the jobs Canadians depend on.
The subsidy generally covers 75% of an employee's wages –
up to $847 per week - for employers of all sizes and across all
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• Dental Implants (from
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• Invisalign (Misaligned
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SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3
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RE/MAX Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated
“With over 20 years of experience serving the
community, I will also help you achieve your
dream of home ownership!”

Experienced Family and Real Estate Lawyer s

CRIMINAL LAW
• Impaired Driving
• Robbery
• Fraud
• Theft
• Assault

Why Rent When You Can Own!
Purchase Your Home in 90 Days

Call VEDA LALL

IMMIGRATION LAW

• Bail Hearings
• Mischief
• Weapons Offences
• Drug Offences
• Young Offenders

• Spousal Sponsorships
• Family Class Applications
• Self-Sponsorships
• Detention Reviews

• Admissibility Hearings
• Appeals
• Citizenship Applications
• Citizenship Appeals

Tel: (416) 234-1446 • Fax: (416) 234-0154
8 Beamish Dr ive, Tor onto, ON M9B 3P3 (Near Kipling Subwa y Station)
www.kissoonlaw.ca • dkissoon@bellnet.ca

416-419-2140
vedas@remax.net • vedahomes.com

Most Productive Agent in Canada!

885 Progress Ave, #209, Scarborough, ON M1H 3G3 • Office: 416-289-3333 • Fax: 416-289-4535

The Indelible Red Stain

Unparalleled
Mortgage Financing Skills

By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

(Lic. #11815)

Refinance, Bruised Credit, Purchase,
First Time Buyers, New to Canada,
2nd & Private Mortgages, & Much More!

www.verenamortgages.com
Veda Lall Owner/Broker
(Lic. #M09001183)

416-419-2140
885 Progress Ave, Unit 315, Scarborough,
Ontario M1H 3G3

Office. 416-289-1383
Fax. 416-289-4535 | 416-431-7447
vedas@rogers.com

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188
info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

B

Editorial

Waiting to exhale

I

f all goes well in Guyana today, then the delayed vote recount could finally get underway following general elections that ended way back on March 2. However, while
the recount should begin today, Guyanese at home and in the
diaspora are holding our collective breaths. We are all waiting
to exhale knowing only too well that general elections in our
homeland are never over until the last vote has been fairly
counted.
It has been a difficult interval for Guyanese since the polls
closed in March. What is normal in other democracies for
immediate, efficient, and impartial counting of votes following general elections does not apply to Guyana. Since March
2, uncertainty and foreboding have been growing over the
future of our homeland, and it is now become a palpable fear.
For many of us with longer memories, we recall the dishonesty, fraud, and violence, the murders and destruction of
property, that are deeply-rooted as a collective trauma in our
homeland’s recent history.
Since March 2, the obvious chicanery, obfuscations, and
blatant dishonesty by the APNU+AFC and its minions embedded in GECOM have not reassured us that Guyana’s democratic achievements since 1992 are solid and foundational.
The flimsy declarations of victory for the APNU+AFC by
questionable GECOM operatives speak to residues of systemic, dishonest electoral practices taking root yet again. It is
cause for high anxiety, both at home, and abroad, that Guyana’s democratic gains are being eroded in slow motion by
inimical forces that do not want free and fair elections, and
an impartial vote recount.
Add to our growing anxieties the embarrassment and humiliation we are now enduring as a proud nation of Guyanese
people in the eyes of the world. This has happened following
recent statements made to the international gaze by US Ambassador Sarah-Ann Lynch, and Acting Assistant Secretary
for the US Department of State, Michael Kozak.
Lynch’s statements are cringe-worthy for all Guyanese nationals who carry themselves with integrity and dignity. As
she noted last month, her US government is maintaining its
unwavering commitment to free and fair elections in Guyana.
She also reiterated the unwavering US position – that her
country does not plan to yield from its commitment to impose sanctions on Guyana, and on those who seek to benefit from electoral fraud. Any US response to electoral fraud
would emerge from “the highest levels of the Statement Department” in Washington, she declared.
Lynch’s statement is notably founded on precedence and
support further up the US hierarchy, particularly Kozak’s earlier warning to the forces in Guyana inimical to free and fair
elections.
His warning of reprisals was unequivocal as it was pointed,
its target being those who “participate and benefit from electoral fraud, undermine democratic institutions and impede
a peaceful transition of power” in Guyana. Offenders could
be subjected to a variety of harsh consequences, he warned.
In Kozak’s words, “[You] don’t just get to call yourself a
democracy. You have certain responsibilities as a democracy
and to be a member of that democracy club, you have to adhere to those responsibilities; you have to adhere to democratic principles; you have to adhere to the bedrock of democracy, which is free, fair and credible elections and the rule
of law.”
It is joyless as it is evidence of Guyana’s perpetual electoral
precarity that any discourse on the March 2 vote recount
must be framed inside the subjunctive; that if indeed the vote
count begins today, then it is incumbent on GECOM Chair
Justice (Retired) Claudette Singh to ensure the undertaking
remains fair, and free from fear; that it does not become tainted by vote riggers embedded inside GECOM.
GECOM’s Chair should not be caught between a rock and
a hard place; her role is such that she serves all of Guyana.
Singh must do her job fearlessly, and without favour. Guyanese are waiting to exhale.
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him and returns envy (paraphrased from
y now most of you can recite the
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Menevents of the Covid-19 pandemic
tal
Disorders (5th ed.). Washington, DC:
that has literally brought humanpp.
669–72. ISBN 978-0890425558). Indiity to a halt, and given the world a chance
to recuperate. The bizarre and capricious actions by President viduals consistently displaying five or more of these fall into the
Trump in his first three years in office have upset the world and category.
Trump’s narcissism has assailed America’s reputation; it, and
turned national and international relations to shambles, with his
inventing data and peculiar ways of doing things, and twittering nations globally, should worry that its enormous destructive
to his adoring masses, non-stop. His actions led to an impeach- power – just what the narcissist craves – should be in such unpredictable hands. His dislike for government action, ofment, which failed in the Republican Senate,
ficials, regulations etc., vindictiveness, and craving for
Trump having achieved, incredibly, the converMohan
adulation will deter talent and attract only yes-people,
sion of Republican Senators to his unique points of
Ragbeer like his current press secretary, Kayleigh McEnany,
view and blind support. They had not endorsed his
thus weakening the administration. His fight with
candidacy in 2016, but he soon punched his way
governors – dismissing the 24 democrats as failures,
to dominate them, tightly controlling Senate mapraising the nine republican governors who declined
jority leader Mitch Mc Connell like a puppet. He now dominates
lockdown
measures,
fomenting protests against long-term CoAmerican (and British) rightists, aided by uncritical Republican
vid-19
prevention,
pushing
premature “opening” of states – are
politicians and the right-wing press, e.g. Rupert Murdoch’s Fox
treasonable,
but
typically
in
NPD
style, don’t bother him.
News. His domineering behaviour and impulsive actions have
In the last four months his actions and words on Covid-19
puzzled many trying to work with, for or against him; acting on
whim, he has changed more officials in presidential service than have been embarrassing, but his followers believe his statements,
most Presidents, and no position is secure, except perhaps his e.g. people have drunk antiseptics following his suggestion, one
family’s. His errors and plain lies are now notorious; The Wash- man dying while his wife is in an ICU. USA is overwhelmed with
ington Post observed that Trump had made “18,000 false or mis- Covid-19, while China and the orient are recovering from it.
Trump, the US press and certain Asian media (started by the
leading claims in 1,170 days” (https://www.washingtonpost.com/
CIA
under Pompeo) blame China for delays, to cover-up Trump’s
politics/2020/05/01/was-new-coronavirus-accidentally-releasedignoring US Intelligence briefing, and WHO world advisory in
wuhan-lab-its-doubtful/).
Trump's entire behaviour and personality patterns conform to January. He blamed the WHO for his error, and cut its fundthe aberrant mental condition called Narcissistic Personality Dis- ing, while sycophants launched US-style lawsuits against China,
order, (NPD), a label I applied to him in 2016, as many psycholo- claiming trillions in damages. China, in turn, has evidence that
gists now do. Narcissus was a beautiful youth in Greek mythology the virus was a product of US military research into biological
who loved himself excessively, rejected others, even the love of weapons, conducted in Georgia’s Fort Detrick and elsewhere,
the comely Echo, was incorrigibly self-absorbed and anti-social; using Chinese DNA as target, and released in China during the
world military games in Wuhan last October; unbelievably, the
eventually realising what he was, he committed suicide.
Narcissism is recognised as a common behavioural and per- US won no medals!
Interestingly, NY’s Governor Cuomo reported that the Covsonality disorder, not certifiable. Ordinarily, it is a fixation that
affects mainly individuals, and thus their contacts, with features id-19 strain that hit NY was of US and European origin.
On May 4, Covid-19 cases totalled 3,624,623 globally, with
seen in many leaders and CEOs; it becomes pathological in the
250,987
deaths. The USA reached 1,202,911 (69,168 deaths);
malignant combination that Trump displays: grandiosity, always
Spain
248,301
(25,428); Italy 211,938 (29,079); UK 190,584
expecting superior treatment; bullying and belittling people; ex(28,734);
China
82,880 (4,633); Canada 60,616 (3,842); NZ 1487
ploiting them for personal gain; obliviousness of adverse effects on
others of stressful behaviours; obsession with power, success, in- (20); Guyana 82 (9); T&T 116 (8); Jamaica 469 (9); India 46,437
telligence, appeal, real or imagined; self-promotion as unrivalled, (1,566) and Australia 6,825 (95). China and the Far East, New
linked only with the exceptional people or institutions; constantly Zealand and Australia see a decline, while African countries
demanding attention and praise from others; entitlement to spe- show the lowest incidences. All received the WHO January nocial treatment and submission from others; belief that others envy tice simultaneously.

The Narcissist

Story-telling that ends with a resentful moral

M

y grandmother was not one to tell us bedtime stories.
By the end of the day she was so drunk with fatigue Ma
could barely stay awake. Sometimes, even as she ate her
dinner, Ma would be nodding off, with her chin dropping lower
and lower, until to the giggling delight of her brood of grandchildren, she would slip into a gentle doze while tottering
precariously over her half-finished meal.
With Ma longing for sleep, it meant there were no Romeo
gentle remonstrances for me when it came to bed- Kaseram
time. She was always too fatigued, and grumpy, to
extend my waking day by an entire hour; also, there
was no negotiating for a half an hour, or even for additional injury
time of at least ten minutes to milk the sting from a mosquito bite.
“What wrong with this child,” she would say. “The lamp can’t
light whole night. Kerosene cost plenty money! You better pelt
your little tail in bed, child. Right now!”
Even the least of the apostles in my negotiables were ignored.
There was nothing like a “tucky-inny”, with Ma covering me up,
and then planting a goodnight kiss on her dear grandson’s forehead.
Sleep tight, don’t let the bed-bugs bite? Nah! Nothing reassuring like that ever escaped my dear grandmother’s impatient lips.
No swearing to the Almighty that if a solitary mosquito dared to
take the tiniest of sips from my mostly skin-and-bones frame, that
the entire mosquito-kingdom would be eradicated with nuclear
annihilation from a smoking branch of foul-smelling black sage.
Quite the opposite to a giant-killer, in my time thick black sage
smoke was a bane to any kingdom of mosquitoes, each as tiny as
a comma, and ready to punctuate the skin with exclamations and
slaps. The evil scent of burning black sage was well-known in our
neighbourhood, since it was the tobacco du jour in our next-door
neighbour’s filthy tobacco-pipe’s bowl.
Word on the gravelled road was that her unique black-sage
pipe tobacco, flavoured with grains of pitch dug up from the main
road, was meant less for solace and comfort, its fetid, sulphurous
scent more meant to drive away annoying swarms of these mosquitoes over to our side of the hibiscus fence.
It meant our humble adobe abode was nightly invaded by these
hungry, marauding beasts, each scraping on an out-of-tune violin
and toting a syringe behind. Each successful bite on an arm, or leg,
or worst of the bites, excruciating ones on a lip, left behind such

soreness and swelling that it felt as if it was delivered by a vampiric
mouth. No doubt, a mouth populated with rows upon rows of cutting incisors and grinding molars.
The digression above does not mean my penchant for storytelling was starved through denial when I was growing up. There
were those moments when an adult, such as my uncle who was sore he had to babysit his dear nephew,
took it upon himself to teach us about a better world
by spinning an entertaining, illustrative narrative.
However, while the intent was noble, his objective
was ulterior, since it always turned out unfavourably
for the hero, who appeared as a force of evil among us.
Indeed, there was always a didactic intent with these stories,
each carrying a payload that made our childhood, individualised,
and unique behaviours look really bad, even while it reaffirmed
the power and authority of the adult world.
A story from my uncle might be other-worldly like this: “There
was a little boy who wanted to explore the moon; he got on an
airplane, and went to this faraway place without telling his grandmother. When he got off the airplane, a lion jumped on him,
‘Bam!’, and ate him up. You see how much trouble this harden little boy gone and bring in his grandmother’s house? How he make
it so that people have to stay home now and babysit?”
Another story went like this: “There was a little boy with a
grandmother who went to work and left him at home all by himself. This little boy take it upon himself to go by the river with a
fishing rod and a tinning pan to fish. You see why his grandmother had to lash his little tail with the fishing rod starting from the
river to when they reach the house? Whole afternoon she search
only to find him sitting high and dry inside the bamboo patch.
You see how he make it so that people now have to remain home
to look after him, and not be able to go out with friends?”
For the strangest of reasons, my uncle always looked significantly in my direction when the resentful narration was done. My
cousins took up his lead and stared me down with narrow and
hostile eyes.
All the heads nodded in agreement with the story-teller, acknowledging they were excluded from his dastardly plot-line; that
the moral of the story was not targeting them, but an out-of-place
zaboca that had somehow found itself growing on a mango tree.
Now that would have been a better story to tell!
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Growing disappointment over Gecom chair decision-making
Singh continues to forego opportunities for independent, impartial action on vote recount
Dear Editor:
Permit me space in your newspaper to express my profound disappointment in the performance of the Guyana Elections Commission
Chair, Justice (Ret’d) Claudette Singh.
In an epoch when women leaders are being
revered for their leadership skills, decisiveness
and empathy in the Covid-19 global pandemic,
we have a woman, Singh, who is tasked with
the responsibility of delivering free and fair
elections, and more than a month later, instead
of discharging her duties with fairness and impartiality, has unequivocally demonstrated bias
and enabled the riggers.
Late last month she was presented with
yet another opportunity to exhibit independence and impartiality when Commissioner
Sase Gunraj tabled ten motions/resolutions on
which she was required to vote. The resolutions
were intended to bring utmost transparency to
the recount process, and to force the Chair to
be decisive on matters that were pending for a
prolonged time.

Instead of salvaging what credibility she had
remaining, Singh was unmasked for all of Guyana to see. She rejected almost all of the proposals, including a request to live stream the
recount, thereby exhibiting her inability or unwillingness to deliver a free, fair and transparent
recount.
On April 15 on a site-visit to the Arthur
Chung Convention Centre, Singh was asked by a
reporter about the status of the ten declarations,
and she responded saying, “We have moved past
that”; and, “Once we go into the recount stage,
we will no longer come back to those declarations”.
However, a few days later, she told reporters that the declarations are valid until there is
something to replace them, and in the same interview professed her belief in God.
It is not clear what type of reasoning, logic,
or law Singh is adopting, but it is basic common
sense which tells you that the entire reason for
the recount is the fact the results for District 4
were fraudulently declared, and the Opposition

Leader, in good faith, and out of an abundance
of fairness, agreed to a total recount.
Her excuse to not invalidate the ten declarations is an insult to the intelligence of the
people of Guyana.
Singh, whatever happened to your promise:
“I not sell my integrity for all the oil in Guyana”? The stench of hypocrisy will linger for
years to come.
There is still no start date for the recount as I
write, and Singh has abdicated her role by writing to Moses Nagamootoo and the Covid-19
Task Force for advice on certain key elements
pertaining to the recount.
For all of the talk about Gecom being an
independent body that has the power to make
its own decisions, and can “take such action as
appear to it necessary or expedient to ensure
impartiality, fairness…” (Art. 162)(b) of the
Constitution of Guyana), Singh is all too happy
to let someone else do her dirty work for her.
Singh, like David Granger, has adopted a
“do nothing” modus operandi in an effort to

Kit and kin remain uncertain on outcome of compromised vote recount
Dear Editor:
every District, except District 4, had been tabuGecom is about to conduct a recount of the lated and verified from the Statements of Poll in
General and Regional Elections held on March those Districts and publicly declared.
2, 2020, which was forced upon our country
Copies of the Statements of Poll of every Disby the Returning Officer for
trict are in the possession of
District 4, Clairmont Mingo,
the contesting parties and the
failing to complete a credible
Chief Election Officer. The retabulation and verification
sults of the elections are already
from the Statements of Poll,
known because the Statements
as ordered by the Court for
of Poll for District 4 have been
District 4.
added up along with the results
The declarations made by
officially declared for Districts
Mingo and accepted by the
1-3 and 5-10 by the contesting
Chief Election Officer, Keith
parties and the Observers who
Lowenfield, were seen to be
have possession of all of the
fraudulent, and in defiance of
Statements of Poll.
the Order of the Court by all
All that was necessary to
of the contesting parties (excomplete the elections was the
cept APNU+AFC), by all of
intervention of the Chairman
the Local Observers, by all of
of Gecom to have the District 4
Clairmont Mingo
the International Observers,
Statements of Poll credibly tabuand by all of the Heads of Missions from the lated and verified against the Statements of Poll in
UK, the US, Canada, and the EU, all of whom the possession of the Chief Election Officer. It is
were present and witnessed the fraud, includ- glaringly obvious that her refusal to intervene, and
ing me.
then later refuse again to stop, not one, but two
The votes had already been counted and fraudulent declarations by Mingo, have led the nadeclared at the place of poll in every District tion into a wholly unnecessary recount.
and publicly posted. The Statements of Poll for
We are now going into a recount in which a

Vote recount inaction by Gecom head major concern
The Editor:
We, children of Guyana, many of us who
have voted for the first time, demand that our
votes be tabulated and declared in a credible
manner that reflect the will of the people.
We are leaving this responsibility to fix this
political mess in a timely manner, solely at the
feet of Guyana Elections Commission Chair,
Justice (Ret’d) Claudette Singh, since this is her
job.
We all are fully aware that all of the electoral districts were legitimately declared save
and except for District No. 4. This District was
not declared credibly because senior officials in
Gecom abandoned the law and decided to do
their own thing to ensure that the APNU+AFC
is artificially declared the overall winner of the
2020 elections.
However, despite the actions of these operatives, the buck for this proverbial fraud, stops
with the Chairperson of Gecom.
Under the law – Act No. 15 of 2000, the Election Laws (Amendment) Act 2000, the power
to fix any difficulties that have arisen in the process is given to Gecom, headed by the Chairperson.
To date, the Chairperson of Gecom has
failed to fix the difficulties that were created by
these political operatives in the organisation,

despite that she had said that “she is doing all
that she can”.
The evidence reveals she is not.
Madam Singh, as a former Jurist on the Appeals Court, you are amply educated and informed of the laws to make an order. It is disturbing to us to know that such a learned former
judge will leave such a process to others. This is
unfortunate.
It was on March 2 that we held elections and
yet week after week, Singh continues to not do
her job. All she has done was sidestep the real
issues and found secondary issues to populate
her communications with the media. This has
given energy to the school of thought that the
Chairperson is not asserting herself in the process enough, and this is contributing to the results not credibly being declared.
The two main parties and Gecom have agreed
upon a full recount of all votes cast in all ten districts.
Just get the job done Madam Chairperson. To
bring back the confidence of the people in the
process, we demand that there be live streaming
of the process on national TV.
We say no to any attempt to thwart the will of
the people by way of rigged elections.
We say yes to democracy.
Basil Bedessie & Juan Edghill Jr. via email
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completely compromised Chief Election Officer is in control, other compromised Gecom
officers are likely to be involved and using a format imposed by the Chairman using her casting vote which is a prescription for confusion.
We face a recount which provides the opportunity for both of the major contesting parties to cry foul at whatever result is produced.
I, for one, will have very little faith in a recount,
which should never have had to happen, being
credibly concluded. For the sake of our country, I very much hope that I am wrong.
Kit Nascimento via email

Hera Nandlal

Claudette Singh
distance themselves from the clear attempt to
rig the elections and undermine our democracy.
According to the reasoning of Singh and
the riggers in the APNU+AFC camp, Gecom
was so independent and autonomous that it
was unconscionable and downright illegal for
the body to allow Caricom to supervise the recount – prompting a legal challenge brought
by APNU candidate Ulita Moore; but not independent enough to make decisions such as
work hours and the number of persons permitted to observe the recount.
Singh is no Iron Lady; she is a colossal disappointment.
I wish to end on a positive note.
The bravery, integrity and stellar character
of the Honourable Chief Justice (ag) Roxane
George-Wiltshire in the execution of her duties
as a judge has not gone unnoticed. She is the real
Iron Lady.
Roxane George-Wiltshire is an example to
women and girls in Guyana, and she should be
regarded as the epitome of fairness and justice.
I hope that one day she is properly honoured
for her role in defending our democracy.
Susan Rodrigues via email
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PNC’s election rigging rooted in its history
Dear Editor:
As Guyanese prepared for the May 11, 2015
election, Murtland ‘Slugger’ Williams, longstanding member of The United Force, recalled
“The PNC’s repeated rigging of elections in the
1960s”, cautioning “Old habits die hard” and
urged care in how they exercise their franchise
in the upcoming election (TUF member recalls
horrors of elections rigging under PNC, The
Chronicle, March 20, 2015). The current imbroglio with the recent election results is cause
to reflect on Mr Williams’ caution.
It is now well documented and generally known
that every general election during the PNC’s twenty-eight years in government, from 1964 to 1992,
was massively rigged to keep the PNC in power.
For each of those elections, the Chairperson of
the Elections Commission was a former member
of the judiciary. Now, the first general election
under the rebranded PNC (APNU) government
after the party’s twenty-three years in opposition,
is tainted with accusations of attempted fraud.
After two months a winner is still to be declared
officially because of the shenanigans of the Secretariat’s staff and the inaction of the Chairperson.
Interestingly, the Chairperson of GECOM is once
again a former judge.
Sir Donald Jackson, a former Chief Justice,
was the Chairperson for the 1968 and 1973
elections. Overseas voting was one of the key
means of rigging in 1968. In 1973, in addition
to overseas voting, the army was used to seize
ballot boxes from polling stations and transfer
to a central counting location where rigging
occurred. On this occasion two PPP supporters who attempted to prevent the seizure at a
polling station in the Corentyne were shot and
killed by the soldiers.
After Britain’s Granada TV exposed to the
world the fictitious voters and the extent of the
frauds in 1968 and 1973 and with Prime Minister
Forbes Burnham playing a more active role on the
world stage, overseas voting was discontinued.
For the 1980 election another former Chief
Justice, Sir Harold Bollers, was the Chairperson
of GECOM and for the first time international
observers were encouraged by then President
Burnham to come into the country to observe
and thereby lend credibility to the result. However, as massive fraud was being observed and
documented at polling stations, UK’s Lord Avebury, Head of the observer team was arrested
by the police and his camera and notes confiscated. Upon his return to the UK, he issued a
scathing report detailing the fraud. He was then
banned from entry into the country for the following election.
In 1985, under President Mr Desmond

Positives of Covid-19
Dear Editor:
A positive result from a covid19 test is not a
good outcome as far as personal health is concerned. However, there may be, coming out of
the pandemic in the long-term, some positives
that are good for us as a society.
So we can deduct from this crisis some social positives such as healthy lifestyles, social
distancing, and patience.
The coronavirus has indeed taught us patience. On the roads we are now seeing drivers
behaving as they really should at all times. They
are more courteous, they are saying “thanks” by a
toot of the horn or blinking their lights. They are
generally more considerate of other road users.
On the highways, I see drivers pulling aside
to help others in distress and giving other motorists the chance to get onto the highway from
the shoulder.
Generally, the concern of people for others
seems to have improved. This is indeed a great
thing but it should not have taken a pandemic, a
common enemy, to bring about the change. The
care and concern should have always been there.
As the good books say, “we have to be our
brother’s keeper” and “do onto others as you
would have others do unto you.”
WKS Hosein, Chaguanas, Trinidad

Hoyte, successor to Mr Burnham, Sir Harold
Bollers was again the Chairperson of GECOM.
Foreign observers were not allowed and once
more the pattern of 1973 and 1980 was followed, except more extreme. Opposition supporters were openly intimidated and in some
cases their scrutineers had to be removed from
polling stations for their safety. A December
10, 1985 New York Times article captioned,
OPPOSITION LEADER ROUGHED UP AS
GUYANA VOTES, reported “Mr. Jenkins (a
UK Guardian reporter representing a number
of UK papers) said that he had been punched
and kicked and that his tape recorder and about
$200 had been taken. Then, he said, he and Mr.
Jagan were forced into their cars at gunpoint
by two men in civilian clothes and ordered to
drive to a nearby police station, where they
were detained for about an hour and a half.” In
the article, Dr Cheddi Jagan is quoted as saying
“I was nearly killed today, and so was a British
journalist with me”.
In relation to the recent election, it was
President Granger who invited foreign observers to come and witness the process. However,
when these eminent individuals witnessed and
called out the fiddling of the result for Region 4,
the Foreign Minister came, lectured them, and
threatened to revoke their credentials, an act
that was portrayed later by Mr Granger’s underlings as a misunderstanding. And to compound
this disgrace, foreign diplomats from friendly
countries who sided with the observers were
accused by his party of “interference” in Guyana’s internal affairs.
Had it not been for the presence of the diplomats from the US, UK, Canada, and the EU,
as well as observers from the OAS, the Commonwealth, and the EU, and the furore created by the opposition during Mingo’s caper,
APNU+AFC would have been declared the
winner of this most recent election and Mr
Granger sworn in as President based on results
that were deemed by the observers, foreign
diplomats and others as “not credible”. Indeed!
Murtland Williams was so right when he cautioned “old habits die hard”
Harry Hergash, Toronto

Virus leads parents to
assume responsibility
Dear Editor:
The closure of schools as a result of the
nightmarish covid19 pandemic is presenting
meaningful opportunities for parents to interact with their children.
Many parents are finding this to be a rather
tedious task as they were unaccustomed to having their young ones 4 hours a day due to work
and to a large extent recreational pursuits.
Against the backdrop of this horrifying virus, there are caring parents who are attempting
to maximise their time at home in providing
the necessary guidance in relation to studies as
well as instilling the much needed religious and
morale values.
Such parents are always present at PTA meetings. They must be loudly applauded for their
keen involvement in school activities and always being prepared to sacrifice their time and
resources for the overall welfare of the school.
On the contrary, however, there are parents
whose modus operandi is solely based on receiving rather than giving in small ways. Little do
they realise that their children become copycats
of this disgusting “gimme gimme” syndrome.
The recent closure of schools has forced delinquent parents to ensure that hot meals are
prepared in a timely fashion. Now that many
parents are non-essential workers who do not
have to report to duty, they are realising the
problems encountered by teachers daily.
As monstrous as the pandemic may seem, it
is providing golden opportunities for parents to
demonstrate true parental responsibility.
Lindsey Rampersad, via e-mail
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COVID-19 - Changing the Way We Do Things
The real estate industry, the main engine in our economy, has come to a screeching
halt. The health authorities recommend that, to ease the spread of COVID-19, we must
avoid being in close contact with each other. Real estate is a multifaceted industry involving many, from buyers to movers. Each is an important gear but with social distancing, the
gears cannot unite. It is best if buyers and sellers can postpone their decisions until the
virus settles. However, there are many who are caught in the middle and must proceed.
Sellers sell must take the following precautions:
1. Know who is coming over. Realtors should ensure that the prospective buyers have
not been out of the country for the past two weeks or have been in contact with
anyone who might be infected.
2. Prepare the home for showing. Leave a note on the front door asking everyone
to use hand sanitizer or wipes before going through the home. Turn on all lights and
open all internal doors. Ask realtors to oversee that their clients do not touch anything.
Step out during the visit on the driveway, giving the parties their distance.
3. Disinfect the home after every showing. A combination of disinfectant spray along
with soap and water is effective. Wipe all light switches, door handles, cupboard
handles, taps and appliances. If there is a lockbox, that too along with the key should
be disinfected.
4. Limit the number of visitors. A maximum of four persons should be allowed per
visit. Visits should be in half-hour intervals and must not be overlapping. Only the
main parties and no children should be allowed to enter the home.
5. No open houses. Open houses engage the public and with social distancing measures, it is discouraged.
6. Only allow serious Buyers to visit. The digital age makes it easier with 3D virtual
tours, online photos and videos and various social media platforms and websites. Applications such as Facetime are useful to show the home and explain the features to
prospective buyers. The online marketing must reflect the property as it is for it to be
effective.
7. Use digital signatures. This would avoid sharing of pens and close contact. Digital
signatures are fast, easy and safe. The technology tracks the location, I.P. address and
the exact time the signature is made. It can be done by signing with your finger on a
smart phone.
8. Selling homes with tenants. This can be trickier. The tenant’s wellbeing is important. For digital marketing, get the tenant’s permission for photography. The tenant
may have family photos on the wall that will be exposed to the world. Work out an
arrangement with the tenants. You may want to restrict showings for only a specific
time when your Realtor is present to supervise the showing and disinfect the home
afterwards.
Prospects must take the following safety measures:
1. Postpone buying if possible. COVID-19 strikes without warning. It is extremely contagious. We can carry it without knowing and like a bee, infect the entire family hive.
2. Get approval for mortgage before shopping. Frustration steps in when buyers
cannot get financing. Time wasted cannot be regained and with Covid-19, that is considered irresponsible. Buyers must have their job letter, paystubs and social insurance
number ready. The lender would require an application to be completed and a credit
check done. A mere pre-qualification where the purchase is based on income alone is
not good enough. Do the x-ray and the MRI before the surgery.
3. Be prepared. It is best to travel in your own vehicle to visit the property instead of
riding with your realtor. Have hand sanitizer, a mask and disposable gloves with you.
Maintain your distance and keep your hands in your pockets.
4. Narrow your search. Realtors can give buyers access to all the properties through a
program called “collaboration”. The buyers can review as many properties as possible
and through the process of elimination, choose their best three properties to visit.
5. Avoid close contact. Let the property inspector inspect the home alone. He can send
an electronic report or use virtual inspection, where the inspector can Facetime the client during the inspection. Any signatures can be done electronically as well. Deposits
for securing the property can be wired instead of visiting the bank and obtaining a
draft.
If you are shopping for condos, be careful in confined space such as elevators. Avoid
seeing condos during rush hour and take all the necessary precautions. If you are moving
in or out of a condo, check with management. They may have certain restrictions that can
affect your move.
Be SMART. Social Distancing; Measure risk; Ask questions; Rely on professionals and
Touch Nothing. We owe it to ourselves, our family, our country and our world to do our
part. Let’s be serious.
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Guyana not among countries to benefit from World Bank Covid-19 aid
Georgetown – As of May 1, the World Bank announced
that it is currently assisting 93 countries in their fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic. But an interactive map provided by
the Bank, of all countries receiving help, shows that Guyana has
so far, not benefitted from assistance within this initiative; this,
despite the Minister of Finance, Winston Jordan, announcing
weeks ago that Government asked the Bank for US$5M in aid to
combat the pandemic.
Jordan, in an NCN interview, had commented on the finance
initiatives, arguing that many of the countries listed as beneficiaries would not receive funding until months later. This turned
out not to be so, as the Bank stated that it is assisting countries
with active health projects.
The Bank has already committed several billions of dollars to

PPP: Lowenfield should not

have sole custody of SORs
Georgetown – The People’s Progressive Party (PPP) has objected to Chief Elections Officer of the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM), Keith Lowenfield, being the sole custodian
of the statements of recount (SOR) at any time during the National Recount of votes, set to start today.
A statement of recount is a document produced by the GECOM, which will serve the purpose during the recount that a
statement of poll serves during General and Regional Elections.
After each ballot box is examined, a statement of recount is to be
filled out, including the number of votes cast in favour of each
contesting party, and other particulars.
The PPP is concerned that, for some time, during the recount,
this document will be in the sole custody of the Chief Elections
Officer. This is unlike the chain of custody of a statement of poll
during elections, as they are prepared at the place of poll and
placed where the public can see.
Like other occasions, the PPP is again registering its distrust
for Lowenfield.
It quotes, from GECOM’s order for the recount that “The
Statement of Recount shall be signed by the person conducting
the recount and by the representative of each contesting party
present, in the presence of the CARICOM scrutinizing team,
representatives of Political Parties that contested the said elections, international and Local Observers accredited by the Guyana Elections Commission and advisors to the Guyana Elections
Commission.
These documents shall be lodged with the Chief Election Officer and copies distributed to the signatories thereto, the CARICOM scrutinizing team, the Chairman and the Commissioners.”
The main opposition party has interpreted this section of the
Order to imply that Lowenfield will have sole custody of the
document for a period of time “without any oversight, whatsoever, before they are delivered to the other persons named in the
provision.”
“This is the very Chief Election Officer, who has unlawfully refused to make SOPs in his possession public and has also
withheld them from the Commissioners of the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) despite their repeated request,”
the party said in a statement.
The party submits that the copies of the statements of recount
should be made and distributed first to all of the persons entitled to have them before they are signed, “so that if there is any
discrepancy, it can be detected before the relevant persons sign
them.”
The party also used the statement to call on the governing
coalition to not “derail, frustrate and undermine the recount
process.”
State of the Art
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its initiative. It said that the aid is passing through its fast-track
Minister Jordan has not yet stated whether Guyana would apapproach developed in April to support COVID-19 related health ply for debt suspension through this initiative.
projects. It expects to roll out support to 18 countries in the future.
Notably, the Bank’s President, Mr. Malpass said that the iniFurthermore, May marks the beginning of a “debt payment tiative is compounded by an important opportunity for those
suspension by IDA countries if they request forpoor countries to show transparency and full
bearance.”
disclosures in their public sector finances. It is
common for these institutions to require counIDA means International Development Assotries to implement certain transparency best
ciation, an initiative that considers the needs of
practices, as an eligibility requirement for aid.
76 of the world’s poorest countries, one of which
“Debt and investment transparency are high
is Guyana.
priorities in order to improve the quality of a
IDA’s debt suspension project follows a call
country’s financial commitments and encourby the International Monetary Fund’s Managage more investment,” Malpass said in a stateing Director, Kristalina Georgieva and World
ment.
Bank Group President, David Malpass, for offiDavid Malpass
In addition to those initiatives, the Bank is
cial bilateral creditors to grant debt suspension
to countries eligible for IDA financing – considered the world’s working to ensure that remittance channels are kept open and
poorest countries. That initiative is meant to free up finances for to ensure that costs to transfer are kept at an affordable rate. A
recent study has projected that remittances are set to decline 20
those countries to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.
percent in 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis and measures taken
to keep people safe.
“Remittances are a vital source of income for developing
countries. They help families afford food, healthcare, and basic
Georgetown – In a joint statement made last
needs,” the World Bank stated.
week, US Sarah-Ann Lynch, the British High ComMalpass said that the last few weeks dealing with the COVmissioner, Greg Quinn, the Canadian High ComID-19 issue for the World Bank has been productive, but that the
missioner, Lilian Chatterjee, and the Ambassador
poorest countries have a very long road to recovery.
of the European Union, Fernando Ponz-Canto, last
week noted the plans put forward for the ballot recount.
“We welcome the decision
to finally commence the recount process. The results of
these elections are long overdue, and it is incumbent on
all to do what they can to ensure the democratic choice of
the people is heard and acted
upon,” they said.
Georgetown – The following is a statement by GECOM
Additionally, “Full trans- Sarah-Ann Lynch
Commissioner, Robeson Benn:
parency of the recount process
As has been feared, based on observations of the layouts and
is, however, vital to ensure it is credible. In this refootprints of counting stations at the International Counting
spect we welcome the role of the Caribbean CommuCentre, the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) appears
nity, although we regret that it has not been possible
to be making maximum perverse use of the COVID-19 situation
for a broader range of international observers to be
to keep stakeholders and observers remote from satisfactory dipresent at the start of the process. We do, however,
rect observation and verification of the recount process for balwelcome the decision to allow live-streaming and
lot boxes of the General and Regional Elections, 2020.
urge that this be used to the maximum extent posWhile there is a two (2) trestle head table setup with a camera
sible.”
and screen, with four (4) seating places for staff, the distance

Observers note recount

GECOM Commissioner
concerned about aspects
of recount operations

Gold X Corp to start mining
Georgetown – Canadian gold mining company, Gold X
Corp, says it plans to begin production at its Toroparu project as
soon as the necessary steps are completed.
In a news release Tuesday, Gold X Corp said that following
recent changes to the management of the Company and acquisition of 100% of its flagship Toroparu asset, it is now focussed
on the completion of steps necessary to bring the project to a
production decision.
The Toroparu Project located in Region Seven, is touted by
Gold X to be one of the largest undeveloped gold deposits in the
Americas. According to the Company, it is in an advanced stage
with 7.35 million ounces measured and indicated based on 675
diamond drill holes totalling 202,250 meters with several feasibility level engineering studies completed.
To date the Company says it has invested more than US$150
million to discover, develop and classify its gold resources and
complete engineering studies required to develop an open pit
mining operation producing gold doré (an alloy composed primarily of gold and silver) and gold bearing copper concentrates
as defined in the Company’s latest 43-101 technical report.
It further stated that the extensive drilling and initial engineering work led to the completion of a Pre-Feasibility Study
which formed the basis for a US$150 million gold purchase
agreement by Wheaton Precious Metals (TSX: WPM). Under
this arrangement, the Company conducted several feasibilitylevel studies in 2014 but did not complete a feasibility report due
to the gold market environment that existed.
According to Paul Matysek, Chairman and CEO of Gold X
Corp, “The historical technical work completed at Toroparu allows us to move quickly to a production decision for the project.
Having one of the largest gold resources in the Americas and
having completed several feasibility level engineering studies
provides Gold X ample options to explore the Project’s suitability
to both junior and mid-tier/senior precious metals companies.
The timing is opportune as we engage with the industry under
the most favorable market circumstances in the last 8-10 years.”

to the first row of seats for stakeholders and observers is some
fifteen (15) feet. The observed seating matrix is 3 by 4 making
for the distance to the last row of seating from the table to be at
least forty feet!
The presence of the
screen to project the
packages, ballots and
other materiel does not
really help because the
fixed camera capture
area is relatively small
to ascertain the true
condition of packages,
ballots and the ultiRobeson Benn
mate storage or fate of
all items received and processed. One would have to continuously alter views between the screen and the table to keep track
of disparate actions by the handlers at the distances on offer to
avoid any issue of claims of switching or insertions. And then a
resort would have to be made to going up to the table to make
certain that what was indeed said or displayed, from afar, is indeed true leading to delays in the activity.
GECOM utilizing the misguided, or worse malicious, guidance from the Ministry of Public Health is bent on enforcing
a six (6) foot social distance requirement in a seating arrangement for stakeholders and observers, who will wear even N95
masks while its own staff at the head table will be operating
within three (3) feet of each other while wearing masks which is
consistent with the World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines for a low-risk environment! How does one justify, in the
circumstances the large separation distance between the counting table on one side and the stakeholders and observers on the
other side?
An urgent review, of the operational setting and methodology in place, is most certainly required to allay concerns and to
deliver a recount process which meets high levels of transparency in all aspects.
This last is, also, required to have a now truculent and surly
GECOM restore to the Guyanese electorate a process which they
own through the political parties which represent them.
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Palmyra’s Indian immigration monument a favourite haunt for Berbicians
Georgetown – One year after being opened
to the general public, the Indian Immigration
Monument, located at Palmyra Village, East
Berbice, directly opposite the entrance to the
Berbice River Bridge, has become a popular location for locals and visitors.
Last year, a grand ceremony was held at the
monument site to mark Indian Arrival Day, observed on May 5.
This year, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected any planned activity.
However, the monument’s compound,
which has several fountains, a playground, a
visitor’s gallery and guard hut, has been weeded and cleaned several times over the past year.
This is reportedly the responsibility of the National Trust.
While initially persons had questioned why
the monument was not placed at Highbury Village, East Bank Berbice, the location where the
first Indians arrived, over the last year it has
become the go-to place for wedding day photo
shoots.
Parents in the afternoons also take their children to visit the monument and make use of
the playground, while others also visit to exercise and take in the scenery.
Last year, the Indian Immigration Monument was completed in February at an overall
cost of $160 million.
At the official opening of the monument,
President David Granger said, “The Indian Arrival Monument recalls the Indian indentured
experience.”
He added: “It celebrates the migrants’ resistance, resilience and resourcefulness. It attests
to the immigrants’ sacrifices, struggle and the
pursuit of a good life. Indians have made indelible contributions to the nation’s cultural, economic, political and social development. These
contributions have ensured the community’s

The monument at Palmyra
progress and has advanced the nation’s development”.
In March of 2017, Prime Minister Moses
Nagamootoo, together with the then Indian
High Commissioner, Venkatachalam Mahal-

ingam, had unveiled a signboard depicting the
monument at the chosen Palmyra location.
Nagamootoo, during that unveiling ceremony, had told the media that $97 million had
been allocated for the building of the structure

upon which the monument would be placed.
Initiated under the former Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sport, the base for the
US$150,000 bronze sculpture, a gift from the
Government of India, crumbled in April, 2017
while Phase 2 works were ongoing, in a bid to
meet the May 5th Indian Arrival Day observances that year.
It was said that 85% of works by the Lindenbased company was completed at the time of
the collapse.
The project for the base was later re-awarded to Raffik and Sons Construction, which is
headed by Berbice businessman Mohammed
Raffik. The contract which was given to Raffik
was worth some $23 million.
Meanwhile, President of the Berbice Indian
Cultural Committee Chandra Sohan informed
that a smaller than usual programme was
scheduled for Highbury, on May 5 this year.
Every year hundreds of Guyanese attend a
cultural programme at Highbury to celebrate
the arrival of the first Indians.

Auditor General plans to conduct special Covid-19 expenses’ audit
Georgetown – Auditor-General Deodat
Sharma has informed the local media that his
office intends to conduct a special audit of all
COVID-19 expenditure, with special focus to
be placed on government’s flagship infrastructural project.
In March, President David Granger had issued an order under the Public Health Ordinance which allows him, in the case of emergency, to expend public funds such as may be
necessary for the effective carrying out of any
and all of the provisions which concern notable
infectious diseases.
Kaieteur News had observed several projects being undertaken which had not shown
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up in the newspaper’s weekly coverage of the
National Procurement and Tender Administration Board (NPTAB).
Asked whether this is concerning, Sharma
noted that a section of the Procurement Act applies in cases of emergency.
Section 28 (c) of the Act which allows the
Government to engage in single-source procurement “owing to a catastrophic event,
[where there is] an urgent need for the goods,
services or construction, making it impractical
to use other methods of procurement because
of the time involved in using these methods…”
However, the AG stated that due diligence
checks must still be carried out with regard to
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such expenditure.
He noted his office has sent out circular to all
public agencies indicating a need for separate
accounts to be kept for all money received and
spent during this time.
Of particular concern to Sharma is the matter of the Ocean View Hotel, a project Government will be funneling and as yet undetermined amount of public funds into. Finance
Minister Winston Jordan had said that more
than $1B will be spent on retrofitting the property to make it a COVID-19 hospital. Sharma
said that the $1B is a lot of money, and that his
office “will have to go through it and see what
happened.”

GUYANA

GECOM engaged in a game of smoke & mirrors blocking the transfer of power

T

he seemingly unending fiasco over the
recount of votes of Guyana’s March 2
elections is all about ensuring that the
APNU+AFC remains in power. Evidently, it
has nothing to do with the constitutionality of
the recount process. Rather, the ongoing charade in the country’s courts and delays by the
Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) are
simply smoke and mirrors aimed at preventing
power from changing hands.
In fact, it is more than two months now, and
the recount of votes has still not begun. A CARICOM team recently arrived in the country to
oversee the process, which will hopefully get
underway this week.
And I daresay that when the recount process
eventually takes place and the incumbent government is deemed to lose, there will be new
challenges to the legality of the recount, extending the current government’s life in office.
On the other hand, the probability of the
process being questionable is high with the potential for the ballot boxes being compromised
not out of the question. As well, the transparency of the process could also raise questions,
which could lead to a new set of challenges,
from whichever party loses the elections.
But what is even more ironic is that while
the courts have been used as pawns to determine power in Guyana ever since the coalition
APNU/AFC government was defeated in a
no confidence motion almost 17 months ago,
there has been scant regard for the decisions of
the courts.
Therefore, regardless of the decisions of any
court, the government in true dictatorial fashion could choose to disregard them. Thus, political conditions could end up being the same
in the country, where democracy has been as
fleeting as the borealis race.
The reality is: the quest for power among
the two major political parties in Guyana – the
PPP/C and APNU/AFC – has always superseded the interest of the people. Regardless of how
the two parties have presented themselves to
the population – as multiracial, all-encompassing, inclusive, or otherwise – their absolute goal
has always been to secure power. The people
and the future of the country have always been
secondary to the ambitions of the leaders of its
major political parties.
Now is no different. APNU/AFC secured
power by the breadth of a hair in 2015 and intends to stay in power, especially at a time when
the country is poised for affluence on the back
of its newly discovered oil wealth. Prior to it being deposed from office in 1992 by the PPP/C
following international intervention for free
and fair elections, APNU (formerly the PNC)
held on to power through elections that were
deemed to be rigged for almost a quarter of a
century, that is between 1968-1992. Now that
it is in office, albeit as a caretaker government,
it would appear that it has no intentions of ceding power.

Had it not been for heightened international
attention to Guyana since it discovered large
quantities of oil, the results of the elections
would have been declared in favor of APNU/
AFC and the people of Guyana would have
been forced to accept them, as they did for
more than two decades prior
to 1992.
Fortunately for the people,
diplomats and officials from
the US, the European Union,
UK, Canada, the Carter Center and the Organization of
American States (OAS) have
openly stated that the vote
counting process at the last elections was not
credible. And the failure to legitimize the process could have serious repercussions on the
country.
It goes without saying that the power struggle in Guyana is entrenched in the country’s
deep racial divide – Indians versus Blacks which is manifested in support for either party
– Blacks for APNU and Indians for the PPP/C.
In as much as this statement has racial undertones, the reality is, it has been the historical
pattern of voting. Arguably, the races co-exist
peacefully under normal conditions but at elections the divisions prevail.
Although the emergence of minority parties
have had the potential to change the order of
power by attracting voters who are disenchanted with either party, they have never been able
to garner sufficient support to break the stranglehold of the two major parties.
While the AFC has been the only fringe
party, with the exception of the now defunct
UF, which appeared to have had the potential
to change the political order based on its promise of mass inclusiveness, it turned out to be no
more than a sidekick of APNU, backed by former power-hungry PPP/C outcasts.
This development caused it to lose favor,
once voters recognized that it had no power
in the coalition government and was merely a
prop for the APNU government. Other fringe
parties, mostly led by former major-party soup
drinkers and individuals who have their own
axes to grind, have never had a significant impact, making them hopeless “also ran” contenders.
What many Guyanese had hoped for during
the last elections was that a powerful and credible “third force” would emerge and weaken the
support for both the PPP/C and APNU. This
force would have had the power to sway decisions, and the independence to shift support if
necessary, with no allegiance to either of the
two major parties. But so far, it would appear
that this is simply a dream.
Therefore, the status quo of the struggle for
power between APNU and the PPP/C would
remain intact in the near term, regardless of the
outcome of the vote recount.
While the power fiasco drags on, it would
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appear as though the APNU/AFC government
is willing to put the future of the country and
its people at risk, while shifting the onus of the
political hiatus on GECOM.
The truth is, the government has been eerily
silent on moving the process forward, taking
shelter under the constitutionality of the role of
GECOM. Its position of
non-interference in the role
Dwarka
of GECOM, which was set
Lakhan
to declare APNU/AFC the
winner at the polls prior to
opposition court action to
prevent the declaration of
results, can be seen as a deliberate attempt to
prevent a solution to the current stalemate.
The silence of President Granger is particularly deafening because he has always portrayed
an image of democratic rule and racial unity.
However, it would seem that APNU and
its supporters have missed the fact that failure
to have a democratically elected government
would result in international sanctions on the
country, as the government would be deemed
to be illegitimate.
Arguably, although the world has tolerated
the actions of APNU in the past, it is no longer
willing to support an illegitimate government

overseeing massive amounts of oil wealth. And
that is what supporters of APNU miss. It is no
longer about seizing and holding on to power.
At the same time six opposition parties –
the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C),
the Liberty and Justice Party (LJP), The New
Movement (TNM), the United Republican Party (URP), A New and United Guyana (ANUG)
and Change Guyana (CG) – have taken a united stance on the election results, which can be
deemed an unprecedented modern day position. This stance puts additional pressure on
the APNU/AFC coalition.
Incidentally, at a macro level, the country
risks being isolated in the international community, putting it in the same position with
neighbouring Venezuela. This would have a
severe impact on its banking system, including
its ability to conduct overseas trade, and more
seriously, result in the freezing of oil revenues
and overseas bank accounts. At a micro level,
individual politicians and officials of GECOM
could also face sanctions.
The bottom line is that the repercussions on
the country and the people of Guyana are unimaginable – all for the sake of retaining power
at all costs. So much for democracy. So much
for racial unity. So much for a country whose
future looked bright prior to the elections.

Credible elections a requirement to being
part of the ‘democratic club’: US Diplomat
Georgetown – United States Ambassador
to Guyana, Sarah-Ann
Lynch, has said that countries who wished be part
of the “democratic club”
must first adhere to certain basic principles of
democracy; which include
holding elections that are
considered free, fair and
credible.
During an interview
with Newsroom’s Neil
Marks, last Thursday, in
relation to issues surrounding Guyana’s present
political situation, the Diplomat reiterated her earlier
position about democracy
being “a unique club”.
The US Ambassador
was adamant that “if you
US Ambassador, Sarah Ann-Lynch
want to be a member of
that club, you have to adnot a lot of nations are dealing with; so Guyana
here to those responsibilities; you have to adhere has a lot of critical decisions to make here.”
to democratic principles; you have to adhere to
Referring to the neighbouring migrant crithe bedrock of democracy, which is free, fair and sis in Venezuela, the US diplomat also noted
credible elections and the rule of law.”
the border controversy with Guyana, which is
“You don’t just get to call yourself a democ- compounded by the fact that Guyana needs to
racy; you have certain responsibilities as a de- begin addressing its economy. She said, “The
mocracy,” she added.
answer to all of these things is leadership.”
The US diplomat observed that it is close
She again cautioned that the “US is certainly
to nine weeks after the March 2 polls “and we watching this unfold, and we are watching it
are getting to the point where it is a historic carefully both here locally and back in Washamount of time in an unresolved election in a ington…the Secretary of State has said that
democracy.”
there will be serious consequences if the rule of
The Ambassador said that the international law is not adhered to.”
community was anxious for a winner to be deAccording to the ambassador, the specifics
clared for the elections, given the hiatus that of the sanctions to be imposed, if any, would be
had obtained since the passage of the No Con- dealt with back in Washington “at the highest
fidence Motion in December 2018.
levels of the State Department.”
When asked to pronounce on that country
Defending her recent public pronouncemaking good on its threats of sanctions if the ments on the Guyana situation, which were
current electoral impasse in Guyana is not re- met with accusations of foreign interference,
solved through a credible process, she said her Ambassador Lynch said she was simply pointcountry stands by its word when it comes to ing out the difference between that and good
threats of sanctions against individuals here diplomacy; and had she sat quietly, that could
who benefit from electoral fraud.
not be considered good diplomacy on her part.
Ambassador Lynch also used the occasion to
Diplomats across the globe, according to
caution, “When an unresolved election meets a Lynch, pronounce on issues wherever they are
global pandemic, this equals a problem set that serving, and Guyana is no different in this regard.
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CORONAVIRUS

Humans have deliberately created the conditions for this pandemic to take hold
selves to fight the virus. Studies have shown
Free Radicals
that in the presence of virus, this messenger
To deal with these free-radicals, the body protein in bat cells is produced at a much faster
requires anti-oxidants, some of which are pro- rate than what happens in other mammals. As a
duced by the body itself and the rest comes result, their immune systems respond to a virus
from our diet. These anti-oxidants neutral- infection much faster than any other mammals.
ize free-radicals by supplyHowever, these deadly viruses
ing them with the electrons
do not just survive the battle
they need. In case there is
against the bat’s unique imnot enough supply of antimune system, but make abode
oxidants, the amount of freein the bat’s body.
radicals increases in the body,
In fact, most viruses are
causing rapid damage of cellugenerally weak. Many of them
lar structures, thereby weakencannot withstand high teming the body gradually. These
perature. When the bats fly,
free-radicals are produced in
their body temperature may
large quantities in bats due to
reach above 40 degrees Celtheir high metabolism while
sius, which is not favorable for
Jamal M Deen
airborne.
most viruses. However, some
Over the course of millions of years, bats viruses evolve over many generations to make
have developed a highly complex, sensitive ways to survive in such a hostile environment.
and unique immune system, which not only Nipah, SARS, Ebola, and the SARS-CoV-2
removes these free-radicals
are examples of such viruses.
quickly and efficiently, but
Interestingly, the bat’s unique
also protect them against disimmune system itself is responeases. It is no wonder that bats
sible for making its body a safe
have a much longer life span
haven for these deadly viruses.
than other mammals of the
Researchers have observed that
same size. Some bats can live
in the presence of a deadly virus
for as long as 40 years, where
like Ebola, some of the bat cells
a mouse of the same size only
were infected and damaged as it
survives up to two years.
may happen to any normal cells.
Interferon-alpha
Some cells, however, were able
Usually in mammals, when Sumit Majumder
to keep the viruses away, thanks
a cell is infected with a virus, it produces some to the rapid formation of the messenger proprotein called interferon-alpha. This protein tein, interferon-alpha. These healthy cells subthen inhibits the subsequent growth of the vi- sequently divide and make new cells to fill the
rus within the cell. More importantly, this pro- sites left by the damaged ones and also provide
tein, acting like a messenger, communicates these viruses with new targets to infect. Thus,
with the nearby cells about the presence of the war between the virus and the bat’s im‘enemies in their territory’. Upon receiving the mune system keeps going throughout its entire
message, the cells in the vicinity prepare them- lifetime. These same viruses, as we have been
From page 1:

In the
body of a
bat, some
cells are
infected
and damaged,
whereas
some cells
can keep
the viruses
away.
When a cell is infected with virus, it produces interferon-alpha, which acting like
a messenger communicates with the nearby cells about the presence of virus.
Mitochondria produce
energy for the body from
the diet. As a by-product
of the process they produce wastes containing
high amount of free-radicals. Free-radicals can
snatch electrons from
DNA, enzyme and cell
membrane.

witnessing, can be deadly to the humans and
other mammals.
Invading Nature’s Habitat
However, it is not the fault of the poor bats!
We, the human race, have been destroying the
Mother Nature and invading the natural habitat
of wildlife. As a result, humans are increasingly
being more exposed to these deadly viruses.
Nipah virus, for example, was first observed at
some pig farms in Malaysia. In the case of the
SARS-CoV-2, scientists believe that it may have
been transmitted to humans from bats via pan-

Things to do during this COVID-19 crisis while at home
A compilation by Lal Balkaran
Boost your health, productivity, and brain
power. Broaden your horizons. Increase your
knowledge. Enhance your skillset.
COVID-19 has changed the way we work
and live. From its impact on the global economy to our daily lives, this pandemic will leave
an enormous mark on how we consume, how
we learn, how we work, and how we socialise
and communicate. How do we cope? Here are
30 things to do while at home.
Time Management
1. Develop a schedule of time management
and use as a guide for daily activities.
Food
2. Now is a good time to reinforce the
importance of what you eat and learn to use
foods to lower your risk of many common
diseases. Eating healthy makes a difference not
only in the way you look and feel but also in
the length and quality of your life.
Mind-Body-Spirit
3. Get into meditation to focus on a sound,
object, mantra, or simple breathing. Practicing meditation helps to manage stress and
high blood pressure, sleep better, feel more
balanced and connected, and even lower your
risk of heart disease.
4. Start some yoga exercises which will help
find a physical and mental balance that will
achieve optimum health and well-being. Both
meditation and yoga will work to harmonize
the mind, body, and spirit.
Exercise
5. There are over 100 good reasons to
regularly exercise. Routine workouts can help
improve your overall health, reduce stress
levels, boost your productivity, enable you to
be more active and flexible, and give you inner
and outer radiance.
Family Roots
6. With all the free time, research your fam-

ily roots going as far back as you can. Develop
a family tree and a narrative of your ancestry,
names, and family history – a fascinating and
worthy project. Go further and develop into
a documentary using an appropriate software
with texts and photographs backed by well
chosen music. You will be amazed at the personal satisfaction derived.
Family and Friends
7. Reach out to friends and relatives and
share thoughts, information, and common interests. There is always something new to learn
from such interaction as they may be privy to
information unavailable to you.
Boost Your Brain Power
8. Do some mental exercises (mathematical
and logic puzzles, brain games) including spatial reasoning, visualisation, memory jogging,
analysis, problem analysis, and sequencing to
sharpen your intelligence quotient (IQ).
9. Learn a new indoor game – dice, pencil
and paper games, dominoes, cards, draughts,
board games, and so on.
Knowledge is Power
10. Read widely. The Internet is the world’s
library at your fingertips. Read online and
hard copy business, technology, science, political, international, and related literature. Some
online periodicals from reputable organisations are freely available.
11. Refresh your knowledge of geography
to understand where the trouble spots of
geo-political events and crises are happening.
Globalisation has shrunk the world into one
big global village. Keep abreast with global
issues and events.
Skillset
12. Do an online course on a favourite subject of yours or even start an online certification or degree program to boost your skills.
After all, learning is lifelong and an investment
in education pays the best dividends.
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13. Learn the details and hidden power
of MS Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, and
other software you routinely use but never
fully explored.
14. Delve into those new technologies that
are reshaping how we work and live – blockchain, cybersecurity, digital transformation,
financial technology, 5G Networks, artificial
intelligence, etc.
Music
15. There is good research indicating that
music has the potential to bring about significant benefits in many health conditions. Find
some time to organize and listen to your favourite music at certain times and for selected
activities during the day.
16. Be bold and learn to read music, harmonise, sing, and play a musical instrument. The joy
of producing your own music rather than listening to those of others brings out hidden talents
and creativity and is satisfying to the soul.
Write
17. Write an article. Each of us has a unique
way of looking at the world and an unlimited
potential for creative thinking. Put pen to paper
to unlock your creative voice by researching
and writing an article on your favourite topic.
18. Be bolder and venture to even start
writing a book on a subject of your passion. It
does not have to finish during this crisis as a
famous Chinese proverb says: ‘The journey of
a thousand miles begins with a single step.’
Organise
19. Organise photographs of your favourite
people, places, events, and buildings by geography and in chronological order.
20. If you are a collector of items (bottles,
beer cans, rocks, coins, currency notes,
stamps, rare books, etc.), try to organise and
catalogue these.
21. Organise your hard copy and computer
files and documents for easy reference by sub-
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golin, which is probably the most trafficked and
illegally sold animal in the world. In addition,
the rapid increase in global population and farflung travels are contributing towards the faster
spread of viruses from one end of the world to
the other.
We, with all our knowledge and technology,
could have ensured a peaceful coexistence of
all creatures on earth. Rather, we pushed nature and most of her children against the wall.
This deadly pandemic is probably the nature’s
revenge on us!
Lal Balkaran is an awardwinning auditor who has
been widely published
with eight reference books
on business and six on
Guyana. He is the founder
of IIA-Guyana and currently
an independent audit consultant. He can be reached
at lalbalkaran@rogers.com

ject matter and in alphabetic sequence. Delete
those that are no longer needed.
Clean shop
22. Do some Spring cleaning. Pack away
and label items rarely used, arrange to donate
unwanted items, and throw away those that
are useless.
Value-added documentaries
23. Look at documentaries that add to
knowledge (Nature, Music, History, Religion,
Astronomy, Science). Technology and culture
in many parts of the modern world have led us
to underestimate, or discount, the significance
of chronology and geography. There is a big
world out there with a range of geographic
regions, different peoples, cultures, and languages all worthy to know.
Multiculturalism
24. Explore other cultures. Today’s workplace is multicultural and global. This global
outreach is important for diverse cultural
groups around the planet have become our
neighbours: China across the street, Middle
Eastern groups at our backdoor, Africans next
door, and Russians two blocks away. World
understanding brings many rewards as it
enables business to succeed abroad.
Long hours of TV watching, twiddling your
thumb, or self-pitying will be time poorly
spent. Instead, pursuing a combination of
some, or even all of the above will add more
purpose and meaningfulness to life, enable
you to become recharged, more productive,
knowledgeable, healthier, and better equipped
to deal with a post-COVID-19 environment.

Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catﬁsh, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catﬁsh, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Reﬁnancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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T

his year, the month of Ramadan falls smack bang
into the ravages of the coronavirus pandemic now
wreaking havoc around the world. And while most
of us have to suffer the uncomfortable experience of daily
"social distancing", many have learnt of the final departure
of friends, relatives or loved ones without being afforded
the luxury of witnessing their last rites or able to say goodbye in person.
But it is decidedly heart-wrenching when two brothers
who are pioneering soldiers of Islam die less than three
weeks apart, one within striking distance of Ramadan and
the other during the month of the fast, in two neighbouring countries, with the only means of communication or
contact being the telephone or video conferencing.
Such has been the fate of Haji Zakir of New York, USA
and Mohamed Twahir of Niagara Falls, Canada. Haji Zakir
passed away on April 14, 2020 at the age of 86 while his
brother Twahir died in Niagara Falls on May 2, 2020 at age
74.
Haji Zakir
Haji Zakir, formerly of Canal Number 2, West Bank
Demerara, Guyana, died at a nursing home in Queens.
He made a significant and lasting contribution to institutionalize Islam in NY. He arrived at the Big Apple in 1968
after a brief stint as a teacher in Siparia, south Trinidad. He
pioneered the establishment of Islam in New York among
Guyanese and Trinidadians and also presided at several
Islamic events in New Jersey where he also lived for several
years.
Haji was invited to programs and delivered prayers
to several functions hosted by American politicians. He
always dressed immaculately in traditional Muslim attire at
all functions.
Haji got along with everyone regardless of their faith
and rejected all forms of radicalism. Some of Haji’s closest
friends were prominent Hindus: Pandit Oumadatt, Late
Pandit Ramlall, Late Ramesh Kalicharran, Clyfee Madhu,
Bal Naipaul, to name a few. In return some of his Hindu
friends comforted and cared for him in his final days.
In March, 1994 Imam Haji Zakir along with other
Muslim brothers entertained and fed approximately 4,000
persons at the breaking of the Ramadan fast. He called it
“A Moveable Feast.” Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and Guyana’s

Two pioneers of Islam pass away under
cloud of Covid-19
Brothers Zakir & Twahir

Mohamed Twahir aka Steve Rockwell
Ambassador Rudy Insanally were the honored guests.
Haji's dream was to build a masjid in Queens, NY and
towards this end he appeared on the Clyfee Madhu program
regularly on Sunday mornings to do fund raising.
For his work, Haji Zakir was honored by the Indo Caribbean Federation whose President, Ralph Tamesh, noted in
his tribute that there are very few like Haji who completely
dedicated their time, talents, and interests to the work of Islam.
Over the decades, Islam in New York has benefitted tremendously because of contributions of persons like Haji Zakir.
Haji lived a full life and served his community well. The
legacy of his good works will last for generations to come.
(With notes from Vishnu Bisram)
Mohamed Twahir
Mohamed Twahir known as Steve Rockwell passed away on
Saturday May 2, 2020 in Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada in the
blessed month of Ramadan.
Twahir is the owner of Rockwell Jeans which originally
started out in Downtown Toronto and later moved to Niagara
Falls, Canada. He is also the proprieter/manager of Rockwell
Resort at the same location.
Because of his unstinted service to the cause of Islam,
Twahir is fondly referred to as Allah’s dutiful servant. He is a

Haji Zakir
student and follower of the renowned Islamic missionary and scholar Sheik Ahmed Deedat and the late Haniff
Bagh Khan of Guyana.
Such was Twahir's admiration for Deedat that he
brought the scholar from South Africa for a debate
against Bishop General Wakefield which took place at
the Maple Leaf Gardens on July 17, 1994.
He also founded the Sheik Deedat Centre in Toronto
and was the founder and host of the Muslim television
program, "The Call of the Minaret."
Twahir was the grandson of the late Imaam Moulvie
Alabaksh, son of the late Imaam Moulvie Yusuf and
Naseeran Yusuf, spouse of Sharon, loving father of Riyad
(Ameera), Refena (Noureddine), grandfather of Abdul
Rahman, Fatima and Ayah, cherished brother of the late
Hajii Imaam Zaakir, Habiban Nesha (brother-in-law of
the late Imaam Sahadat Ali), Sherifun Nesha (brotherin-law of the late Imaam Shamir Khan, Isha, (brotherin-law of Mohamed Kalamadeen) and Azra ((brotherin-law of Abdool Satar). He was the beloved uncle of
Shireen, the late Zareena, Noreen, Rozina, Imran, Rehanna, Naz, Saiyada, Osman, Hafeeza, Abdur Rahman,
Shamshun Nehar, Fazlur, Zafrul, Raouf, Swabera, Aleem,
Raymond, Faizul, Rabena, Shahzaana and Saudia.

Teacher Sadhu earned the love and respect of his students, community
By Trib Sadhu & Shri Naraine

Chandra Rita Ramsahoye
August 07, 1930 – April 19, 2020
It is with a sad heart that we announce the passing of
Chandra Rita Ramsahoye (née Misir), on April 19, 2020.
Chandra will be lovingly remembered by her husband of
64 years, Samuel Irad Ramsahoye, their children Denys,
Dawne, Moira and J. Elizabeth, and son-in-law Guy
Francois.
Chandra Rita Ramsahoye was born on August 07, 1930
in Georgetown Guyana to Raghunandan and Dorothy
Misir. She was the eldest sister of Hari (Buddy), Betty
(Late), Roy, Jai, Ravi and Amar. Chandra will be fondly
remembered by her nieces and nephews, Nirmala,
Shiromani, Hemant, Pratima, Ravi, Dave and Angelique.
Chandra will be deeply missed by her grandchildren
Sonia and Tina Samji and by her great-granddaugther
Anna.
Chandra Misir Ramsahoye will be most deeply missed
by her family and friends across the globe.
Mizpah. May her soul rest in eternal peace.
Om Shanti Om.
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Tilaknath Sadhu, well known as Teacher Sadhu, formerly of
Sixth Street, Windsor Forest, WCD, Guyana passed away peacefully on March 24, 2020 at the Markham/Stouffville Hospital
with his family at his side. He was 86 years old.
He was the loving husband of Chanrowti; father of Surendra,
Priya and the late Narendra; grandfather of Pravesh, Sarita and
Veda; father-in-law of Yogesh and Anne; son of the late Dudhnath and Gujrati Sadhu; son-in-law of the late Mr. and Mrs.
Rampersaud; uncle of several nephews and nieces residing in
Canada, USA and Guyana. He was one of thirteen siblings.
A lifelong teacher to many and a religious and community
leader, Tilaknath Sadhu was educated at St. Anthony’s Anglican
School in Windsor Forest and Central High School in Georgetown. His expansive teaching career of more than 35 years commenced in 1954 in Windsor Forest and included other schools
in the West Demerara District. Love for his vocation saw him
progress to being a Headmaster, a position that he held until
retirement.
Throughout his life he was dedicated to the selfless service of
his students and community earning their love and respect in
great measure.
Upon the passing of his parents, he committed to the care
and upbringing of his family members, especially his younger
siblings.
He served as President of Windsor Forest Arya Samaj for several years and of the Arya Vir Dal from its establishment in 1957
to 1964; he also served on the Executive Board of the Nouvelle
Flanders/La Jalousie Community Development Committee, the
Guyana Central Arya Samaj and the West Demerara Central
Arya Samaj.
Tilaknath Sadhu immigrated to Canada in 2001 and lived
with his wife and extended family in Markham, Ontario. Over
the years, he reconnected with many of his past students and
acquaintances from Windsor Forest Village, who often sought
him out for advice, celebratory events or just to reminisce on
life’s past experiences.
Taking cues from his grandfather Sadhoo Sharan Singh, an indentured immigrant from India, and from his father Dudhnath
Sadhu, he remained true to their yogic lifestyle, embracing their

Late Tilaknath Sadhu
spiritualism and religiosity.
He was overjoyed to connect and re-establish family ties with
the 4th generation of his grand-uncle in Ghazipur Village, Varanasi District, India.
His relatives and close acquaintances take solace in the fact
that Teacher Sadhu departed in the manner he wished: in a spirit
of piousness, quietly, peacefully, in privacy and with dignity.
Dear Teacher, we salute you and say, death will not find us
thinking that you have died.
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Marking Ramadan in the time of Covid-19
By Sayem Khan
Centre, which was recently closed by management, continues
Member, Imdadul Youth Council
to support the community online and through telephone.
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
The seven individuals who were scheduled to speak on the
Ramadan, the ninth month in the Islamic calendar, also
topic of “Isra and Miraj” in front of a live audience at the Imregarded as the month of Divine Blessings, is once again here. It
dadul Centre posted instead a series of easily digestible lectures
follows the previous month of Sha’ban.
on YouTube. Secretary Osman Khan commented, “UnfortunateDuring the month of Ramadan Muslims enter into a period
ly this is the new norm and we will be using the virtual means to
of discipline and worship, with fasting and prayers throughget our message out to our community. Anyone needing food or
out the day and also at night. Special evening prayers known
any other help can still call into our Centre. The doors might be
as Taraweeh are conducted during which long portions of the
closed but our hearts are still open to provide necessary services
Quran are recited.
for our community
Due to the
and our members
current Covid-19
can still make their
pandemic, this prayer
donations online
is taking place differthrough our website.
ently across the globe
We are continuing to
as each individual
pray for everyone to
situation dictates.
be safe during these
Because the Provchallenging times
ince of Ontario has
and urge you to do
limited gatherings
your part to help
to no more than five
combat this panpersons, Muslims obdemic”.
serving the fast pray
The Imdadul
at home and perform
Islamic Centre
Taraweeh with family
Facebook page has
members at twilight.
since been regularly
This would normally
updated, and the
Breaking of the fast at the Imdadul Islamic Centre in pre-Covid-19
be done in a congremembers of the Imtimes when the term "social distancing" was not yet invented.
gational form at the
dadul Youth Council
Masjid where many would assemble to recite the holy Quran
(IYC) continue to take active roles in supporting community
followed by breaking of the fast (Iftaar).
members at the forefront of this digital shift.
After fasting for between14 to 16 hours during which the
In terms of Ramadan, there will obviously be a limited
practitioner diligently abstains from food and drink, the commu- amount of celebrations this year and Muslims will greatly miss
nity Iftaar dinner is always welcomed with great anticipation and the social component of the observance. But the impact of the
delight. The congregational prayer that precedes this event helps
month will surely be felt in the hearts of those who observe this
to solidify and strengthen the spiritual bonds of those participatimportant pillar of the faith. The constant recitation of the holy
Quran and reflections on the lessons of this month will yield
ing. But in this era of Covid-19, Muslims have begun to replace
its promised benefits. This Ramadan opens for everyone the
the fellowship generated at the traditional Iftaar through video
promise of hope and mercy and if observed with the steadfastconferencing platforms, such as Zoom.
ness and devotion as prescribed, it will undoubtedly lead us out
Although not a substitute for being together in person, these
of this state of isolation and anxiety which has today enveloped
virtual platforms allow people to connect with their families and
our every activity and traumatized our daily existence.
their faiths across continents. In addition, the Imdadul Islamic

City of Brampton defers taxes, waives penalties until Aug 19
The City of Brampton is allowing residents and businesses
to defer taxes for the five-month period of March 18 to August
19 with no interest and late payment fee. This is for the Interim
Tax Bill that was mailed in January.
The deferral program was introduced on March 21 in response to COVID-19.
Anyone that hasn’t already contacted the City for cancelling
the pre-authorized tax payment and wishes to do so for the
May and June instalments must fill out the online form on the
City website to submit their request. In order to resume the
pre-authorized tax payment at a later date, the payment holder
will need to re-apply to the City.
For those whose taxes are paid as part of their mortgage,

they must contact their mortgage provider and determine
whether they can cancel the tax payment. The mortgage
provider must advise the City to remove the resident/business
from their listing.
Tax deferral does not mean tax cancellation. All deferred
amounts must be received by the City before August 19, to
avoid penalties and interest from accruing on any overdue balance at that time.
Taxpayers have the option of making smaller payments or a
lump sum amount to clear any overdue taxes before the August
19 deadline.
In early July, the City will issue a Final Tax Bill with payment
due dates of September 23, October 21 and November 18.

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing
to the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year old
wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning at
only 5% efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and St. Michael’s Hospital and is currently on a waiting list for
a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant of
one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority but in the absence of
a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would beno
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a position to help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038 or through his sister Rajmini at
Satwattie Sukul.
(905) 783- 0459.
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Covid-19 hits world
remittances hard
The World Bank last month projected significant
decreases in 2020 to remittance flows through money
sent as payments and gifts back to Latin America and the
Caribbean.
According to the Bank, remittance flows are forecast to
fall across all World Bank Group regions, with declines by
19.3 percent in Latin America and the Caribbean.
According to statistics from the Bank, remittances flows
into Latin America and the Caribbean grew 7.4 percent to
(US) $96 billion in 2019. However, this growth in inflows
was uneven across countries in the region, the Bank noted.
In its estimate of the costs of remittances, the bank
highlighted that the average cost of sending (US) $200 to
the region was 5.97 percent (US $11.94) in the first quarter
of 2020.
But now, with the Covid-19 pandemic underway, the
Bank estimates the costs of transferring remittances to
the region could increase due to operational challenges
being faced by service providers, and having to meet other
compliances, such as Anti-Money Laundering-Counter
Financing of Terrorism regulations.
The Bank said global remittances are also projected
to decline sharply by about 20 percent in 2020 due to the
economic crisis induced by the pandemic, and its resultant
shutdowns.
It explained that the
projected fall would
be the sharpest decline in recent history,
and it is largely due to
a
fall in the wages and employment of migrant workers.
These workers remain
among the more vulnerable
David Malpass
to loss of employment and
wages during any economic crisis in a host country.
“Remittances are a vital source of income for developing countries,” President of the World Bank Group, David
Malpass said last month. He also noted the ongoing economic recession triggered by Covid-19 is taking a severe
toll on workers sending money back to their homelands.
In the wake of this negative event, Malpass said shortening the time to recovery for advanced economies is vital.
“Remittances help families afford food, healthcare, and
basic needs. As the World Bank Group implements fast,
broad action to support countries, we are working to keep
remittance channels open and safeguard the poorest communities’ access to these most basic needs,” he said.
According to the Bank, remittances to low and middleincome countries are projected to fall by 19.7 percent to
(US) $445 billion. This sum represents a loss of crucial
financing lifelines for many vulnerable households in the
developing world.
According to the Bank, studies indicate remittances
alleviate poverty in lower- and middle-income countries,
improve nutritional outcomes, are associated with higher
spending on education, and reduce child labour in disadvantaged households.
Said the Bank: “A fall in remittances affects families’
ability to spend on these areas as more of their finances
will be directed to solve food shortages and immediate
livelihoods needs.”
For 2021, the Bank estimates remittances to lower- and
middle-income countries would recover, and rise by 5.6
percent to (US) $470 billion.
However, it noted that the outlook for remittance flows
remain as uncertain as the impact of Covid-19 on the
outlook for global growth, and on the measures to restrain
the spread of the disease.
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Remittances outflows from Canada
Jamaica
$315,000,000
Bermuda
$285,000,000
Haiti
$144,000,000
Guyana
$59,000,000
Trinidad & Tobago
$30,000,000
Barbados
$20,000,000
Dominican Republic
$34,000,000
China
$4,144,000,000
India
$2,877,000,000
Philippines
$2,370,000,000
Source: PEW Research Centre (USD, 2017)

SOUTH ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH

Indo-Caribbeans take centre stage
Hard work, commitment in TO to carve a space, ensure visibility

South Asian Heritage
& Indian Arrival

M

ay is a significant month for Indo-Caribbeans
living here in Canada, as well as in Trinidad
numbers were concentrated during the period of indentureand Tobago, and in Guyana.
ship – Guyana, Trinidad, Suriname and Guadeloupe – but the
Here
in
Canada, the month of May marks the celproduction of knowledge about their presence was notably
ebration
of
South Asian Heritage. South Asian Arrival
deficient.
Ontario Society for Studies in
Day
is
celebrated
on May 5, with events acknowledging
Beginning in 1975, however, a conference on “East Indians”
Indo-Caribbean Culture (1988-2003)
the rich history and contributions made by South Asian
in the Caribbean was convened at fou-year intervals at the
people to Canada.
University of the West Indies in St Augustine, Trinidad. In the
he year was 1988. It was the 150th anniversary of
May 5 is also a significant day for Indo-Caribbeans in
UK at the University of Warwick, and notably through the efIndian arrival in the Caribbean, commemorating the
Guyana. It marks the landing, in 1838, of a small group
forts of David Dabydeen, scholarly inquiry took off and a small
first group of indentured immigrants who arrived in
of 396 East Indian immigrants at Highbury, in what
publishing house, HANSIB, came into being specifically for the
Demerara (Guyana) in 1838, the same year of the Abolition
was then the colony of British Guiana. The new arrivpublication of Indo-Caribbean works. The Global Organization
of slavery. A landmark week of cultural and academic events
als journeyed from India aboard the sailing ships the
for People of Indian
marked the occasion in
Whitby and Hesperus.
Origin
was
established
Toronto, culminating
For these new arrivals, it was the beginning of the
in
New
York.
The
in a conference at York
Indenture system that continued until 1917, when it was
phenomenon of critical
University featuring
abolished. By then, almost 240,000 indentured servants
mass was starting to
high profile public
arrived from India to Guyana.
take shape.
figures such as Cheddi
In Trinidad and Tobago, Indian Arrival Day is celOSSICC therefore
Jagan (Guyana), Basdeo
ebrated
on May 30, a holiday that similarly commemowas very much an idea
Panday (Trinidad), and
rates
the
arrival of the first East Indian Indentured
whose
time
had
come.
Ernest Moutousammy
indentured labourers from India to Trinidad.
The organisation held
(Guadeloupe).
The sailing ship, the Fatel Rozack, arrived in Port-ofan annual conference
The event had been
Spain
in May, 1845. Indian immigration to Trinidad was
followed by a dinner.
in the planning stages
discontinued
in 1917, with 140,000 indentured labourThe parade of keyfor the previous two
ers
arriving
in
Trinidad.
note speakers at these
years, the brainchild
dinners
was
eclectic
of Professor Frank
personal collection of the jewellery of Indenture. Cascading
in make-up, including
Birbalsingh of York
down a series of glass shelving, arrayed in jewel-toned velvet
Lord Bhiku Parekh of
University together with
swaths, the jewellery fashioned out of the silver shillings with
Gujarat and London;
a substantial group of
which indentures were paid daily, cascaded in waterfalls of
the Honourable Hedy
academics, professionals
and businessmen in the OSSICC Pioneers - Sitting (l-r) are Deo Kernahan, Jeunesse Fry (Indo-Trinidadian) filigree and flattened silver. Humble indentures, working in the
canefields by day, drawing upon their familial heritage as goldToronto Indo-Caribbe- Hosein, Dr Frank Birbalsingh, Sheila Bellow, Dr Unus Omarali. Member of Parliament,
smiths in their few hours of spare time, created these treasures.
Canada;
Dr
David
an community.
Standing, back row, (l-r) are Neil Lalsingh, Martin Latchana,
It was truly a memorable exhibit.
Dabydeen,
University
The last time notice Balram Seepersad, Krishna Nankisoor, Dr Krishna Persaud,
The OSSICC Women’s Collective was an important subof
Warwick,
and
The
had been paid to the
Sasenarine Sankar, Henry Ramjass, Harry Persaud, Manshad
group
for a few years. For one of the annual commemorations
Honourable
Ramesh
arrival of Indians in
Mohamed, Michael Latchana, and Krishna Reya Ali.
of arrival day, a group brainstorming session led to the creation
Maharaj, Member of
the Caribbean in such
of a play about Indo-Caribbean women’s lives. Beyond the Kala
Parliament, Trinidad. These speakers were as much of a draw
a widespread manner was in 1945, the 100th anniversary of
Pani was a play in four acts, showcasing four different perspecas the elaborate dinner itself and the rich cultural presentations
Indian arrival in Trinidad, when grand celebrations occurred,
tives. It begins with the journey on board the ship of indenture,
that
followed.
and a book of the event was published. Indians were seen as
continues with a woman working on a sugar-cane estate in
To say that on its formation in 1988 OSSICC was composed
part of the Caribbean fabric, but simultaneously invisibilised,
Guyana, then shifts
mostly of men in the community
especially in the cultural, academic, and literary spheres. In the
to a Christianised
would be undoubtedly true. But
economic sphere they were acknowledged as being self-suffimiddle-class woman
cient, but hardly seen as figures in the realm of high commerce. the organisation must be credited
in Trinidad, and ends
with an open-mindedness to disThe Ontario Society for Studies in Indo-Caribbean Culture
in the Toronto diascussions about gender inclusivity
was formed as a bold and logical response to the absence of
pora with a rebellious
and
in
time
more
women
entered
Indians in what constituted the examined life of the Caribbean
teen who cannot wait
its ranks and inevitably, began to
and its repeating diasporas in Europe and North America. At
to leave home and
alter its direction. Some of these
the 150th anniversary conference in 1988, the excitement of
discard the burden of
were already notable women in
meeting so many others connected with India and Caribbean
her troublesome Indothe Toronto community, who
indentureship in a context that analysed, historicised, and celCaribbean cultural
had almost never interacted
ebrated this passage and its aftermath, was indeed the catalyst
baggage, while trying
in a community setting where
for bringing into being a permanent site for continuing educato cope with her own
commonplace
markers
of
their
tion and understanding of the complexity of the experience.
discomfort and alienethnicity and specific racialised
Not only were Indians an unknown entity in the Caribbean
ation.
identity were taken for granted.
(except for the stereotypes, of course), but most of all, they
OSSICC’s anIt was a welcome experience.
were unknown to themselves.
Indo-Caribbean Conference, York University - 1988:
nual conference and
Included among these women
OSSICC had a broad reach and high ambitions for growth
Kamala-Jean Gopie with Dr Cheddi Jagan.
banquet was a success
were Kamala-Jean Gopie, Sarogini
and significance. Over the 15-year period of its existence, it
Vince Ramcharran photo.
year after year. Its
Lang,
Evelyne
Rayman,
Sheila
proved to be a major intervention in the discourse and life of
workshops and conferences were always well-attended, and
Bello, Melanie Toolsie, and myself.
the Indo-Caribbean
informally community members often expressed their gratiA day-long workshop on “Violence
population within the
tude for the organisation, seeing it as a hub where they could
Against Women” was well-attended
Caribbean context.
be themselves unapologetically and see their own issues and
and became a long-remembered site of
The term “Indo-Capreoccupations take centre-stage, hardly an accustomed space
vigorous debate, not to say war, about the
ribbean” was introfor them. It was, without a doubt, one of the main currents in
subject. We were elated: such a spirited
duced more widely,
the struggle of Caribbean people of Indian descent to claim a
opening
up
of
a
taboo
domestic
subject
and especially within
space for themselves in the world in which they found themwas more than we could have hoped for.
academic discourse,
selves – Indians out of India, and now out of the Caribbean.
Another signal event occurred when
replaced the former
I referred earlier to the idea of OSSICC as an intervention.
the Royal Ontario Museum, and the
label of “East-Indian.”
Careful consideration will reveal that it was not a movement of
McMichael Gallery in Kleinburg, mounted
This is still largely
Indo-Caribbean people finding direction and achieving growth
Caribbean-focused exhibitions, and OSthe case, some 20
in consciousness-raising as a community. Rather, it was a moSICC was invited to participate. At the
years later, but it is
ment of excitement sustained by a core group of individuals
ROM
the
exhibit
was
an
exploration
of
worth noting that on
who galvanised the responses of a community uncertain of its
Caribbean Festivals, absent those associthe ground, in and
place in the migration hierarchy, and longing for some kind of
ated with its Indo-Caribbean population.
out of the Caribbean
Indo-Caribbean Conference, York University visibility. This the organisation achieved.
The ROM curators were simply unaware
itself, the term has
1988: Dr Cheddi Jagan & Dr Frank Birbalsingh.
So the moment burned itself out. Young people were not
of the plural nature of Caribbean society,
remained a matter of
Vince Ramcharran photo.
caught up in wanting to be a part of it because, from their
it seemed. OSSICC’s intervention here was
indifference, mostly
point of view, what did it offer them? They were bent on getting
an important political one. The festivals of Hosay, Ramleela,
giving way to the basic identifier, “Indian.”
ahead, already presenting in ways that were recognisably CaPhagwa and Divali and are significant Caribbean phenomena,
To say that prior to the mid-1970s Indo-Caribbean people
nadian or neutrally North American – clothing, vibe, language
for starters.
were largely ignored in scholarly and cultural arenas would be
and most pivotally, accent. Assimilation was not anathema to
At McMichael we were invited to give a cultural presentasomewhat reductive, but it would require a great deal of further
them, nor should it be really, but there it was. The moment of
tion. This took the form of a presentation of music, dance and
discussion to be more precise about the implications of such a
self-generation for the community that became Indo-Caribbestatement. Indians were already the majority population groups poetry, as well as a jewellery exhibit. The jewellery exhibit was
an was OSSICC’s singular intervention.
curated and installed by Evelyne Rayman of Guyana, from her
(in varying degrees) in the territories where their greatest

By Ramabai Espinet
Special to Indo-Caribbean World
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AUTHORS' AND WRITERS' CORNER

Hopkinson writes Caribbean folklore into sci-fi
By Romeo Kaseram

N

alo Hopkinson was born on December 20, 1960 in
Kingston, Jamaica, to father, Muhammed Abdur-Ramhan Slade Hopkinson, and mother, Freda. Her early
years were spent in Guyana, Trinidad, the US, and Canada. According to her website, nalohopkinson.com, the family moved to
Canada when she was 16 years old; later, in 2011, she moved to
the US, where she currently resides.
In an online interview conducted in 2001 by Dianne D.
Glave (Callaloo, vol. 26, no. 1, 2003), Hopkinson notes her
father was “a writer, actor, and an English and Latin teacher”;
she adds that mother, Freda, “worked in libraries”. Hopkinson
adds, “So basically, my parents… influenced me by surrounding me with words and story”; similarly, her brother, Këita, with
a focus on the visual arts, “paints his stories”. On her website,
Hopkinson tells us her parents named her brother after Këita
Fodeba, founder of Les Ballets Africains du Guinée; she is
named after Nalo Camara, one of its dancers.
Hopkinson notes the benefit of growing up in such a literary familial background, that it played an incipient role in the
formative years of her journey as a writer. As she tells Glave,
“being surrounded with text and story and people who make
text and story was like an informal apprenticeship”. She adds, “I
could have learned to string sentences together without school;
I only needed to pull a book down off the bookshelves at home
or attend a performance by my father or his peers”. According
to her website, Hopkinson was reading by three years old, and
later, works by Kurt Vonnegut by the time she was ten.
As Wikipedia notes, Hopkinson thrived inside such a
propitious literary landscape, with windows of opportunities opening up during those formative years to expose her
to writers as the Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott. Also among
her early influences were the Caribbean’s folk and fairy tales,
the Afro-Caribbean anti-hero, Anansi, and other texts such as
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, Homer’s the Iliad, and the
Odyssey. Her early reading repertoire also included works written by William Shakespeare and his uncredited, contemporary
thespian associates.
Hopkinson has a Master of Arts degree in Writing Popular Fiction, which she acquired from Seton Hill University,
Pennsylvania; here she studied with mentor and instructor,

the American novelist and short story writer, James Morrow.
Among her other jobs were in her mother’s footsteps working
in libraries; a position as a government culture research officer,
and a grants officer at the Toronto Arts Council, Wikipedia tells
us. It adds Hopkinson also taught around the world in different
writing programs, along with stints as a writer-in-residence.
In her “brief ” website biography, Hopkinson tells us her
favourite fiction “has always been the various forms of fantastical fiction; everything from Caribbean folklore to Ursula K. Le
Guin’s science fiction and fantasy”, adding it was “somewhere
around 1993” when she began exploring the genre. As Wikipedia notes, “as an author, she often uses themes of Caribbean
folklore, Afro-Caribbean culture, and feminism”. It adds, “She
is historically conscious and uses knowledge from growing up
in Caribbean communities in her writing, including the use
of Creole and character backgrounds from Caribbean countries… Trinidad and Jamaica. In addition, Hopkinson consistently writes about subjects including race, class, and sexuality.
Through her work, particularly in Midnight Robber, Hopkinson
addresses differences in cultures as well as social issues such as
child and sexual abuse.”
As Hopkinson tells Glave about the influencers, and influences, in her work, “one writes about one's surroundings”. She
adds, “Anywhere I’ve lived, either in the tropics or in North
America, it’s been primarily in urban settings. I write about urban environments a lot, but what I find is that North American
understanding of my work sometimes focuses on the ‘tropical’
part of my experience to the exclusion of the ‘urban’ part.”
Her first novel, Brown Girl in the Ring (1998) is set in
modern-day Toronto, and features supernatural events drawn
from Caribbean folklore. According to Wikipedia, the setting
is dystopic, and is filled with Afro-Caribbean culture, with
themes of folklore and magic realism. Also woven into the text
are prevalent themes of “feminism in women of color and the
use of magic, ‘Obeah’, or seer women”.
Wikipedia also notes Hopkinson “presents strong female
characters who take control of their fate to make change in the
world”. Brown Girl in the Ring “is a work of feminist science
fiction and shows a realistic perception of the struggles women
face as single mothers, as well as the struggles women with
different cultural beliefs face in society”. Additionally, “it shows
their ability to use their culture, background, and experiences

Grace is born in a world rent by coronavirus

G

race came in the time of Corona. Heaven knows we
he came over to our table and said quietly, but sternly, “Go
need grace in these desperate days of the coronavirus.
home!”; then he then added, “Government orders.”
Grace is our first granddaughter, born in Portugal on
It was then that we started to fully realise how serious the
April 1 this year, to our youngest son and his Portuguese wife.
situation was. We were now at war with an unseen, but deadly
We had left Canada to be at Grace’s birth when we visited Porenemy. The maids at our condo disappeared one by one, the
tugal this winter. It was not to be.
concierge left alone to deal with the few remaining guests like us.
The coronavirus descended on
This concierge was in fact a God-send,
Portugal as it did in other parts of the
for he assured us that we would not be
world in February, if not sooner. The
kicked out. He was there for us, translights went out at the hotels in Portilating and keeping us in the loop for
mao in the Algarve, where we were
the news in Portugal. He was there in
vacationing, slowly at first, and then
the early dawn when we made a mad
with increasing speed as guests and
rush on a taxi he had ordered to get
visitors scrambled to return home.
us to a deserted train station, the first
It was the same at our rented constep in our “escape” from Portugal. He
dominium. It seems almost overnight
was literally, “last man standing”.
that the streets became deserted, and
The taxi stands had been deserted
the shops and restaurants closed.
for several days. The occasional street
Then came the call from the Prime
person would appear with a manuMinister in Canada for Canadians to
factured document on collecting
return home promptly. This we soon
money for a fictional charity, a good
realised was easier said than done. We
cause to donate. A “lady of the night”
were advised to contact the Canacould still be seen going to work at a
Grace... the new arrival
dian Embassy in Portugal to register,
nearby strip club, red lights dimmed
which took us about two days of constant phone calls! Calls
more than usual. She always passed me with a “knowing” smile
were futile to our travel agency and Air Transat, the airline on
while I hurried by, trying to catch home before dark. The work
which we traveled.
of the eternal profession never ceases.
In the end we got a brusque reply that our return flight was
In desperation, a son and daughter of ours in North America
not a priority – there were many others scheduled to fly back
were able to book a return flight for us from Portugal to
before us. Soon fear and trepidation started to creep in. Was
Toronto on the Portuguese airline TAP. We ended up paying
our condo going to close like the hotels around us?
double, but it gave us a chance to leave. I am sure that there are
The laws of shut-down were in place, and everything was at
still folks stranded in Portugal and other countries around the
a standstill. Fortunately, we could still buy and cook our own
world. We were two of the lucky ones.
food. Police presence became noticeable. We decided we were
What followed for us from the railway station in Portimao
going to hang in there and wait for the birth of our grandon March 26 is a story fit for a Hollywood movie. It will have to
daughter.
follow in another episode. You will have to stay tuned for that.
Fear and anxiety grow daily in these situations. The Atlantic
Suffice it to say that when we came back to our home in a
ocean was still beautiful, the beaches deserted. The musician
little village in southern Ontario on the shores of Lake Erie,
entertaining at the nearby hotel was playing to an empty hall;
things looked the same on the surface. Perhaps the village was
empty except for Vivienne and I, and the barman. We danced
more dead than usual. The school bus was not running – our
there just about every night during our vacation. In the end,
major source of entertainment. We were in quarantine but
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Nalo Hopkinson
as women to overcome obstacles and show the true strength
women possess”. Also, “the themes of community and money
are seen with the street children”. Brown Girl in the Ring was the
winning entry in the Warner Aspect First Novel Contest.
Hopkinson’s writerly successes include Midnight Robber
(2000), The Salt Roads (2003), The New Moon’s Arms (2007),
The Chaos (2012), and Sister Mine (2013); her short story
publications are Skin Folk (2001), and Falling in Love With
Hominids (2015). As Wikipedia notes, Midnight Robber was
shortlisted for the James R. Tiptree Jr Memorial Award in 2000,
and also nominated for the Hugo Award for Best Novel in 2001.
Skin Folk received the World Fantasy Award and the Sunburst
Award for Canadian Literature of the Fantastic in 2003, while
The Salt Roads received the Gaylactic Spectrum Award for positive exploration of queer issues in speculative fiction for 2004,
and was presented at the 2005 Gaylaxicon. The volume was also
nominated for the 2004 Nebula Award.
In 2008, The New Moon’s Arms received the Prix Aurora
Award and the Sunburst Award for Canadian Literature of the
Fantastic; the win made Hopkinson the first author to receive
the Sunburst Award twice. It was also nominated for the 2007
Nebula Award for Best Novel.
Hopkinson is a professor of Creative Writing at the University of California Riverside, and is a member of a faculty research
cluster in Science Fiction. She lives in Southern California.
Sources for this exploration: Wikipedia; Callaloo, vol. 26,
no. 1, 2003, pp. 146–159, published in JSTOR, www.jstor.org/
stable/3300637; and Hopkinson’s website, nalohopkinson.com.
our neighbour showed up
looking like a bandit at our
backdoor, with a bandana
Bernard
around his mouth, offering
Heydorn
to go and buy groceries for
us – a Good Samaritan.
We are surviving. We
are learning to be patient,
to keep our distance, to
try to sleep in spite of being woken up by nightmares, to keep
busy, to keep in touch with friends and relatives near and far
digitally, to pray daily, to fight fear and uncertainty, the greatest
fears of all.
Against the daily drumbeat of death on the news, we wonder
who will be next. We, who are among the aged population,
know that we are being pushed to the front to face the fire, “no
hiding behind my door” as my father used to say when he was
strapping us as children at home. Nobody likes uncertainty, not
even the stock market, but life is uncertainty!
We are trying to use common sense, sometimes the most
uncommon thing. We have learned to turn off the TV, not
to listen to unhinged politicians like Trump, nor conspiracy
theories, nor “miracle cures” like the killer disinfectant Lysol as
suggested by stable genius.
The road ahead will have many turns, the road not traveled.
We know that history has taught us there have been previous
pandemics, plagues, viruses, storms, earthquakes, hurricanes,
wars, dictatorial leaders and politicians, droughts, floods, and
natural disasters. We know there is a God and there is life, even
in this age of death.
We never did get to see Grace at her birth. We have only
seen and heard her on videos. Her smile is brightening up our
world, her gaze, her awareness, her response to her parents and
the family dog, and her chuckles, at one month of age is a triumph of life over death. As I write this, it is approaching dawn
and the birds are coming alive.
It is springtime and all nature seems to be frisky, bursting for
life. Radar, the blind donkey in the rescue farm next door will
start his braying. He too is waking up and telling us, and the
world: “Get a move on! Life is for the living!”
I know whatever happens, the sun will also rise and steal
through the curtains into my bedroom. The world is still a
beautiful place and hope beats eternal. Walk good and walk
with love and caring… If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still
shines, I’ll be talking to you.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Experts - TT heading to the IMF Many post-Covid positives - Samaroo
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago is
headed for an International Monetary Fundsupported programme by next year, economist
Marla Dukharan said last week, noting that the
(TT) $15.5 billion deficit being projected by
Finance Minister Colm
Imbert may just be the
tip of the financial iceberg
ahead.
“We will have to go to the
IMF by next year just like
Barbados had to,” she said.
Even as Dukharan
made this statement, she
indicated the size of Trinidad and Tobago’s fiscal
deficit may realistically be
Marla Dukharan
even $5 billion more than
the latest projection by Imbert.
Last month, Imbert said the fiscal deficit for
2020 is now expected to expand to $15.5 billion.
He added: “Accordingly, our fiscal deficit for
fiscal 2020, which was originally estimated at
$5.3 billion, is now expected to expand to $15.5
billion, $10.2 billion higher than was envisaged
in our FY 2020 Budget.”
International financial assistance being accessed to address the unprecedented financial
demands caused by the Covid-19 pandemic has
seen Trinidad and Tobago sourcing (US) $300
million from various multilateral agencies,
among these being the World Bank ($20m); the
IADB ($130m), and $150 million from the Development Bank of Latin America, Imbert said.
He said Trinidad and Tobago is also pursuing a further (US) $500 million for budgetary
support from other external sources.
In addition, Trinidad and Tobago has also
taken steps to allow for emergency drawdowns
from the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund, not
exceeding (US) $1.5 billion in any given year for
budgetary support in exceptional circumstances, such as the current pandemic, Imbert said.
The current value of the HSF is (US) $6.1 billion.
So far the government has not withdrawn a

dollar from the HSF, Imbert said.
“I wish to assure all concerned, therefore,
that drawdowns will be made from the fund
in a structured manner, only as and when required, and not arbitrarily…” he said.
However,
Dukharan
insisted the way Imbert
calculates the deficit does
not paint the real picture.
His figure usually includes
financing items such as
the sale of assets, and the
raising of bonds, and not
just revenue items, she
said.
Without the financing
items, Dukharan said the
true size of the original fiscal deficit facing Trinidad and Tobago for 2020
would have been around $8 billion.
With all of these things being considered,
Dukharan said the deficit Trinidad and Tobago
will be facing this fiscal year could be closer to
$20 billion.
“And that’s a huge figure,” Dukharan said.
She argued now is not the time for the government to worry about debt to GDP ratios, or
possible downgrades. Instead, the focus should
be on stabilising the economy, and ensuring the
country can recover properly when the time
comes.
“Now is the time to worry about feeding
people, and making sure that when we come
out of this we have an economy that can recover,” she said.
Dukharan added the country needs to put
measures in place to ensure the spread of the
COVID-19 is stopped. If the situation is not
handled properly, then it can actually destroy
the private sector, she said.
“Right now it is about keeping the patient
alive, but we have to ensure that when the
blood starts flowing in the system again, the
patient is in as good as possible a position to
recover,” she said.

Deficit worse than Imbert is letting on
Port-of-Spain – Economist Dr Vaalmikki
Arjoon last week said the “whopping” $15 billion deficit currently being forecast by Finance
Minister Colm Imbert maybe even worse.
Last month Imbert revealed new figures in
response to the coronavirus pandemic hitting
the oil sector, saying the government will now
base its budget on a “conservative” oil price of
(US) $25 per barrel for the rest of the year, and
$1.80 per MMBTU for natural gas.
This oil price was “still too high”, Arjoon
said.
He added: “From my perspective $25 is still
yet a bit too high, but it is more in line with
where prices are averaging right now. If it were

me, I would have dropped that price that he is
predicting it on. I would have used a more conservative value of $20.”
Arjoon said in the last four fiscal years Trinidad and Tobago would have spent $202 billion, but only received $171 billion in revenue,
which mean a total deficit of $31 billion.
“And now with this additional $15 billion
deficit, that’s going to take us to a grand total
of $46 billion in deficit in five years,” Arjoon
noted.
He added Trinidad and Tobago did not institute measures to ensure that the non-energy
sectors were sufficiently developed to provide
us with more revenue, which was unfortunate.

Advice to govt: cut spending big-time
Port-of-Spain – Economist Dr Roger the production of oil seems to have been in the
Hosein has advised the government to find a decline and the production of gas as well.”
Hosein said while Trinidad and Tobago may
way to cut its expenditure by $5 to $7 billion
as it manages the economy following Finance improve, nationals should not expect too much
too soon. He predicted an uptick in
Minister Colm Imbert’s announcethe economy by the end of the year,
ment of a $15 billion budget deficit.
and stabilisation within two years.
Said Hosein: “I am not surprised
“Economic growth returning,
at all that the budget deficit is $15
certainly at a slow pace in the combillion. I am not sure of the coming
ing quarters, but not back to what it
fiscal year in terms of expenditure,
was previously,” he said.
but on the assumption that expenHe added: “So that the trough of
diture will remain similar as it did
this current recession, added on to
in the last few years, then we would
the depression of 2016, 2017, 2018,
continue to run a fiscal deficit.”
and 2019, would see us probably in
He added: “My advice to the Dr Roger Hosein
State is to find a way to cut expenditure by a positive economic growth by the fourth quarter
further five to seven billion, and to pursue the of 2020, and out of the depression by 2022.”
The chances were good of rebounding,
measures it has raised in the past to raise revHosein said, adding, “Of course we would reenues.”
He added, “There was a precipitous fall in bound at some point in time; the dilemma is
the price of oil and the price of gas, as well as that it will take some time.”
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Port-of-Spain – The Covid-19 pandemic
and goods, but also art, including music,
“will change the way the world is organised”
philosophy, and even modes of behaviour.
with consequences for smaller economies
He added there may be disruptions comsuch as Trinidad and Tobago embracing to this way of life following the pandeming a truer identity and even becoming
ic. The lessening of available money, and
self-sustaining, former head of the History
other factors, could see a local correction
Department at The UWI at St Augustine, Dr
with an increase in at-home
Brinsley Samaroo said last
production.
week.
Samaroo also issued the
Samaroo is eminent for
warning that the Caribbean
the extensive work he has
must turn its focus right
done on the history of Triniaway on food security, since
dad and Tobago’s working
the region could face famine.
class, its Indo-Caribbean
He quickly added it was unpresence, and political and
likely such a challenge would
institutional development.
materialise.
In the bigger, global picHowever, he noted Triniture, Samaroo said possible
dad and Tobago and the rest
consequences following the
of the Caribbean are well-poBrinsley Samaroo
Covid-19 onslaught could
sitioned to produce its own
see climate change becoming
food, and even enough for other consumers.
more dominant in international discourse.
Having all the food production ingredients
“There may be massive change in the
in place opens up an historic opportunity in
global energy industry and trade routes will
the light of the present Covid-19 difficulties,
change,” he said.
he said.
However, other effects of the Covid-19
He said the versatility of root crops such
rampage could see a scaling down of foreign
as dasheen and cassava could be explored.
dependence and pivoting occurring in
Also, when it comes to culture, the region
smaller economies such as in Trinidad and
could witness a burst of creativity such
Tobago. According to Samaroo, such an
as with self-love, and recognition of the
economy may now be forced to look inuniqueness of the Caribbean experience.
wards, to analyse the new dispensation, and
It could mean the socialised taste for
bring about changes away from what was
everything imported may begin to wither,
the old normal.
Samaroo declared. The region could then
One benefit from looking at the world
bloom, with the socialised taste for evthrough new, post-Covid-19 lens could see
erything imported decreasing. With the
Trinidad and Tobago embracing a truer
Caribbean blooming so much, it could see
identity, and even moving towards becomemergence of regional leadership fuelled by
ing more self-sustaining.
the resilience of its varied peoples, parSamaroo noted Trinidad and Tobago has
ticularly those with Indian, African, and
a long history of importing not only food
Chinese heritage, he said.

Hardships coming in post-Covid reality
Port-of-Spain – Devaluation of the Trinineeded on foreign exchange spent on goods.
dad and Tobago dollar is among the probHosein
felt
foreign
exchange
able consequences as this nation’s economy
should not be spent on goods he deweathers the turbulence from Covid-19
scribed as non-tradable, such as clothes.
Also among the negative pivots tilting Trini“After seeing the economy between 2018
dad and Tobago’s economy
and 2019 growing at the averinto decline is a forthcoming
age of minus 0.5 per cent per
increase in the cost of living,
annum, we have arrived at
which would mean even more
a beautiful moment in time.
hardship for its population.
Covid-19 represents an opThese ripples were among
portunity to rethink and recathe main discourses occulibrate the economy,” he said.
pying economists in TriniOn the other hand,
dad and Tobago last week
Browne felt that T&T’s ecoas the country continued
nomic mix was not effeclockdown
and
containtive – that the pandemic is
ment of the coronavirus.
was symptom of a disease.
While each economist
Said Browne: “Covid-19 is
viewed the post Covid-19
a short-term situation. And
outcome through different
what is important is decilens, they were all in agreeKevin Ramnarine
sions are made in the presment on one thing: that the
ent. Therefore, what are
most obvious fallout would be even more
the decisions that have been made in the
hardship for the population, with many
present, or what decisions do we have to
oncoming adjustments to be made, some
make now, to create the future we want?”
forced, some necessary, and most unplanned.
Ramnarine was focused on tax reExpressing their views on Trinidad and Toform. He believed the energy sector could
bago’s post-Covid-19 reality were former enface a situation of idle capital if tax reergy minister under the People’s Partnership
form were not executed, and more is
administration, Kevin Ramnarine; former minnot done to support the energy sector.
ister in the ministry of finance under a previous
He added that Trinidad and ToPNM administration, Mariano Browne; and an
bago needs to consider the feasibileconomist from The UWI, Dr Roger Hosein.
ity of importing natural gas from the US.
Their focus was on the state of affairs in
“So in terms of painting a picture
Trinidad and Tobago’s economy, and what
of the future, we should not eliminate
needs to be addressed in the short and methe possibility that we could become
dium term as the government maps the
a sort of import hub for natural gas.
way forward in a post-Covid-19 reality.
We used to be an import hub for crude
According to Hosein, labour remains efoil. We refine it and export refined prodfectively utilised to rebuild the nation’s ecoucts, and nothing is wrong with that benomic base. Also, a re-prioritisation was
cause that is what Singapore does,” he said.
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Actor Rishi Kapoor dies of cancer at 67
Anjali Raguraman, The Straits Times
In what is proving to be a terrible week for the Bollywood
film fraternity, veteran actor Rishi Kapoor died April 30, 2020
at 67 after a two-year battle with leukaemia.
Kapoor, who was
diagnosed with cancer
in 2018, was taken to
a hospital in Mumbai
two days earlier after he
complained of breathing
difficulties, his brother
Randhir Kapoor told the
Press Trust of India.
His wife and frequent
co-star Neetu was by
his side when he died,
according to the Hindustan Times.
His death comes
Actor Rishi Kapoor
within 24 hours of the
passing of Bollywood actor Irrfan Khan.
Born into one of the most prominent families in Hindi cinema, Kapoor - son of actor Raj Kapoor - was best known for his
roles as a romantic hero.
He had his breakout turn as Raj Nath in the 1973 film Bobby,
opposite Dimple Kapadia, and received the Filmfare Best Actor
Award the year after.
Also a director and producer, he was part of hit films such
as Laila Majnu (1976), Amar Akbar Anthony (1977) and Bol
Radha Bol (1992).
In the later stages of his career, he appeared in films such as
Kapoor & Sons (2016) and 102 Not Out (2018).
A statement released by Kapoor's family said: "He remained

jovial and determined to live to the fullest right through two
years of treatment across two continents.
"Family, friends, food and films remained his focus and
everyone who met him during this time was amazed at how he
did not let his illness get
the better of him."
Kapoor had been
receiving treatment in
New York for more than
a year.
The statement added:
"He was grateful for
the love of his fans that
poured in from the world
over. In his passing, they
would all understand
that he would like to be
remembered with a smile
and not with tears."
He is
survived by his children, actor Ranbir Kapoor and designer
Riddhima Kapoor Sahni. He is also uncle to actresses Karisma
and Kareena Kapoor.
Tributes from fellow Indian actors have poured in since
news of his death broke.
Actress Priyanka Chopra called it "the end of an era", writing: "My heart is so heavy... #Rishisir your candid heart and
immeasurable talent will never be encountered again. Such a
privilege to have known you even a little bit. My condolences to
Neetu maam, Riddhima, Ranbir and the rest of the family. Rest
in peace Sir."
Another Indian acting great, Rajinikanth, tweeted: "Heartbroken... Rest In Peace... my dearest friend #RishiKapoor".

Irrfan Khan remembered: 'The most nuanced actor
I've worked with'
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Usaid Siddiqu, Al Jazeera News
Irrfan Khan, the 53-year-old Bollywood icon who straddled both Indian
and Western cinema carving a remarkable 30-year career, lost a long battle with
cancer last Wednesday.
"He was the most nuanced actor I have
worked with. I am forever his dedicated
fan," said Marc Webb, who directed Khan
in Hollywood blockbuster, The Amazing
Spider-Man.
Khan played a ruthless Oscorp executive Ranjit Ratha in the 2012 edition of
Irrfan Khan with the best actor trophy for the movie The Lunchbox at
the Marvel Comics franchise.
the
Asian Film Awards in Macau in 2014.
"In Irrfan, power and gentleness coexisted perfectly. When he sings to his new wife at the bathroom
of a slum boy winning a reality TV game show.
door in The Namesake or speaks of his father in Life of Pi, his
Boyle said Khan was pivotal to his 2008 film because Peter
talent is positively mystical," said Webb.
Rice, an executive in Fox Searchlight, wanted the British filmHollywood actress Bryce Dallas Howard, who starred with
maker to cast the Indian actor.
Khan in Jurassic World, called the Indian actor "a treasure of a
"He [Rice] said whatever you do get a part in it for Irrfan
human being".
Khan. And I will be forever grateful to him for that," Boyle said.
"Irrfan and I filmed our first scene together for Jurassic
The 63-year-old filmmaker said Khan "effortlessly bridged
World. I remember being so struck by him," she told Al Jazeera. the two cultures".
"In his presence, there is permission to be spontaneous,
"He was one of those who effortlessly made that journey
playful, interesting, and interested.
across back and forth, back and forth."
"I loved acting with him so much. He always had a sparkle
Taiwanese filmmaker Ang Lee, known for some of the
in his eye and would discover each moment afresh and anew,
biggest films in Hollywood, roped in Khan to play the older
again and again," said the 39-year-old actress.
version of Pi, the main character, in the 2012 adventure drama,
Howard said Khan - who played the role of Simon Masrani,
Life of Pi.
the owner of Jurassic World, in the 2015 film - never settled for
"Irrfan was a great artist, a true gentleman and a brave
"a predictable rhythm".
fighter. His passing away is cinema's loss. We will miss him
"Every moment was a brand-new thought and possibility
dearly," Lee told Al Jazeera.
for him," she told Al Jazeera. "He was like this in life as well, so
Khan acted in almost 100 films, winning awards and the
present, so awake and connected to life."
admiration of his peers for his nuanced performances.
Howard said she loved her conversations with Khan and
He received the Independent Spirit Award for supporting aclearning about his family, home, and the people he worked with.
tor in 2006 for the Indian-American drama The Namesake and
"He loved India. He loved his community. He was a treasure
a viewers' choice award at the Cannes festival 2013 for his role
of a human being and undoubtedly in a league of his own. His
in the Indian romantic drama, The Lunchbox.
work remains, thank god, but he will be hugely missed by so
Khan played a wide array of roles, including an intensely
many," she said.
tormented lover in Maqbool, an adaptation of Macbeth, and
Danny Boyle, who directed the critically-acclaimed and run- Hamlet-inspired Haider, a Bollywood film set in the disputed
away financial success, Slumdog Millionaire, said Khan was a
Kashmir region.
"wonderful actor and a pivotal figure" in the making of the film.
"He managed to walk off the screen and come home with
"He brought to it a wonderful dignity and calmness. And
us," wrote film critic Shubhra Gupta in the Indian Express
calmness is an extraordinary quality he was able to harness in
newspaper.
most of his work," said Boyle.
"Gone too soon. When he is on screen, you can't take your
In Slumdog Millionaire, based on a novel by Indian author
eyes off of him. He lives on in his films," tweeted Hollywood
Vikas Swarup, Khan played a police inspector who is sceptical
filmmaker Ava Duvernay.
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Mehboob Khan’s Mother India – the film
that transformed Indian cinema forever
By Bodrul Chaudhury
ho would have known that forty-four years after
Raja Harishchandra (1913), India would be subjected to one of the most powerful and touching
epics to have ever released from their film industry. This film
was of course Mehboob Khan’s magnum opus Mother India
(1957). A remake of Khan’s previous film Aurat (1940), Mother
India has renowned actress Nargis playing the role of Radha;
who is by far one of the greatest characters to have graced the
big screen. The film was released 10 years after India’s independence and partition from British colonial rule. It is centred on
the social and economic conditions of the country during the
post-independence era and met with unanimous acclaim both
from the critics and the public.

W

The story is based on Radha, Shamu (Raaj Kumar) and their
children, who are subjected to extreme exploitation from Sukhilala (Kanhaiyalal) after Shamu’s mother takes a 500 rupee loan
from him in order to pay for her son’s wedding. This results in
them giving Sukhilala three quarters of their crops in interest
and therefore; they begin to experience poverty like never before. Life is made even harder for Radha when Shamu leaves his
family after having had his arms crushed by a boulder, as well
as her mother-in-law dying on them. Radha and her children
endure immense poverty and hunger due to Sukhilala’s greed
and manipulation. Despite a heavy storm tarnishing the village,
Radha decides to use the remaining land that is under the family’s name to grow crops. The scene shifts to many years later
when her surviving sons Birju (Sunil Dutt) and Ramu (Rajendra Kumar) are all grown up and together; they have successfully managed to grow crops. Ramu is the dutiful and lawabiding son, whereas Birju is the rebellious son and a trouble
Nargis with sons Sunil Dutt
(left) and Rajendra Kumar.

maker. Birju decides to seek revenge on Sukhilala for putting
his mum through severe hardship. He manages to achieve this
during Sukhilala’s daughter Rupa’s (Chanchal) wedding, where
he finally kills him and kidnaps Rupa. Radha is angered by
Birju’s attitude and behaviour towards women as she considers honour to be the most valuable quality in a woman. Hence,
Radha decides to take matters into her own hands in order to
stop Birju from leaving with Rupa, which results in an incredibly tragic climax. You will have to watch Mother India yourself
if you wish to see one of the finest endings to have ever been
made in Hindi Cinema.
Mother India is a landmark film which transformed Hindi
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Cinema forever. The film’s
intense subject matter, its
depiction of realism, as well
as the nationalistic message it
conveyed contributed vitally
towards its popularity and
subsequent cultural significance. Mother India is regarded by many as the film which
placed Hindi Cinema (or
Bollywood as it is commonly
known today) on an international platform. Though it
received mixed reviews from
some western critics, it was
showered with praise amongst
the Indian critics. Mother
India became the first ever
Indian film to be nominated
at the Oscars under the Best
Foreign Language category.
It reportedly lost by just one
vote to the Italian film Nights
of Cabiria (1957). Nargis
became the first ever Indian
to win the Best Actress prize
at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival (based
in the Czech Republic) and
she also went onto win her
first and only Filmfare Best
Actress Award. Mother India
won many other awards at
the Filmfare ceremony, which
included Best Film, Best Director, Best Cinematography and
Best Sound. It has been dubbed by scholars as India’s equivalent
to Gone with the Wind (1939), which is considered to be Hollywood’s greatest epic.
Mother India is a poignant story about a woman’s struggle to
raise her family in an agrarian context. This was during a time
when India’s illiterate villagers were taken advantage of by individualistic moneylenders. It also emphasises the importance
of honouring women in the same way one would show similar
respect to Hindu deities. Moreover, Radha is one clear example
of a woman whose characteristics are parallel to that
of a Hindu goddess; since
she goes to great lengths in
order to protect her family
and village from evils. Such
elements about this film are
perhaps why it is so revered
not just amongst the Indian
public, but also at the state
level.
Mother India was screened
especially for the President
and Prime Minister of India
in New Delhi, a few days
prior to its release. Mother
India was also exempt
from entertainment tax in
Bombay, since the state’s
Chief Minister was highly
impressed with the film’s nationalistic content. It is by far
one of the most magnificent
and poignant films to have
arisen from Indian Cinema
during its 100-year history. It
can be safely said that Indian Cinema would have lost some of
its definition and meaning had we not been exposed to Mother
India.
Nargis was Mehboob Khan’s first choice to play the iconic
role of Radha. Initially, Mehboob Khan wanted Dilip Kumar to
play Birju. However, Nargis objected to this since both actors
have been seen as a romantic couple in many films. Therefore,
she felt it would be awkward for Dilip Kumar to play her son
in the film and this consequently led to Sunil Dutt entering the
picture as Birju. Mother India shot three new actors (Sunil Dutt,
Rajendra Kumar and Raaj Kumar) to stardom after its release.
This was indeed an extraordinary trend, especially since in

today’s times; few new actors acquire stardom almost instantly.
The film took three years to make in total and was one of few to
be made in Technicolor during the 1950s. Mehboob Khan had
done this earlier with Aan (1952), which was India’s first ever
colour release. For the fire scenes in the film, Nargis and Sunil
Dutt performed them without the participation of any stunt
doubles. This resulted in Nargis being trapped in the fire due
to a shift in wind direction. Sunil Dutt saved Nargis from this
incident which could have essentially killed her. He suffered
from a number of burns due to his heroic act and was hospitalized for several weeks. During this time, Nargis fell in love with
Sunil Dutt whilst she was helping him to recover in hospital.
The two decided to keep their relationship under wraps until
after Mother India was released. This was largely because they
were playing mother and son in the film and they did not want
to ruin the film’s overall impact on the audiences.
Mother India released in cinemas in November 1957 during
Diwali celebrations, despite Mehboob Khan’s dream to release
the film on 15 August 1957, which marked the tenth anniversary of India’s independence. It fast became the highest grossing
film in Indian box office history, which was later overthrown in
1960 by K. Asif ’s historical epic Mughal-E-Azam (1960). Film
magazine Empire included Mother India in its official list of
‘100 Best Films of World Cinema,’ ranking it in 80th position.
Indiatimes included the film in its list of the ‘Top 25 Must See
Bollywood Films.’ Along with Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge
(1995), Mother India was one of two Hindi language films to
have been included in a book titled A 1001 Movies You Must
See Before You Die (2012), edited by Steven Schneider. Such
honours validate how this is indeed one of the most important
films to have ever been produced in Indian Cinema.
The film has made a phenomenal contribution in shaping
Indian Cinema and thoroughly deserves the numerous accolades and praise it has received on a global scale. Mehboob
Khan has delivered a relevant and intriguing piece of cinema
that will surely captivate people of all backgrounds.
Although the entire cast of Mother India have played a
commendable role in ensuring that it has a great impact on the
masses; it was really Nargis who gave this film life and substance. Without her adopting the character of Radha, perhaps
Mother India would not be classified as a great Indian film,
since her superstar status did entice many people to watch it.
She delivered one of the finest and most significant works of
her career. Nargis’s powerful performance in Mother India is
perhaps why many critics, as well as the rest of India regard her
as the greatest actress that the country’s film industry has ever
produced. Therefore, make the time to watch Mother India if
you wish to see what epitomises great cinema. (BollySpice)
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Call goes out to WI cricket Board
Consider Gibbs in the field – how he toils and spins

I

n an extended spell of forthright statements on the future
of West Indian cricket, minus the spin, top spinner Lance
Gibbs last month called on the team’s management to begin
incorporating past players into the region’s game as a solution
to improving the decline in performance by the present-day
team.
At 85 years old, the veteran Gibbs was
still pitching accurately, and with a keen eye,
when he made his delivery on the Guyana
radio programme, Mason and Guest, in
Georgetown late last month.
Gibbs remains world-famous for holding 309 wickets, which was garnered from
79 Tests. He dominated the bowling from
1958-1976, was the first spinner to marshal
a 300-wicket milestone, and at one time was
the leading wicket-taker in Test cricket with
his haul of 309. He took 1,024 wickets in 330
First-Class matches for Guyana, Warwickshire (in England), and South Australia.
How the West Indies Board responds to
Gibbs’ opening, well-flighted delivery is yet
to be seen.
But last month Gibbs was far from being
stumped; in fact, he and was quite frank in
Lance
his worried assessment of the future for the
contemporary West Indian team, saying present-day players do
communicate with each other. Such a lack of interaction meant
a siloing and marginalisation of historical experience and
expertise. His solution was having the present crop of players
interface with the legends of the past.
Said Gibbs: “The players must talk with one another – to
the senior players; those who’ve been through the mill. They’ll
[discover] knowledge that they wouldn’t have to find out for
themselves. If that knowledge is passed on, you wouldn’t stray
away from the basics of the game.”
Gibbs said the energies from the past should be harnessed
and brought into contemporary play: “What I would like to see
is some of the great players we’ve got [asking] the West Indies
Board to get them together, and bring some of our young top
players, and let us give them coaching.”
Such a move would set an eclectic pace with length and line,
Gibbs said, adding what it would accomplish is past players
who “have been through the mill, and know particularly well
about the game” can guide contemporary players, and so aid in
improving their performances.
Of course, Gibbs expects to be in the lineup, and is ready
and waiting to deliver, saying, “Well why not? Anything that
will helwp West Indies cricket, and put it back in the place.” He
also noted cricket is the glue that holds the entire Caribbean
together: “[This] is why [past player participation] must be
encouraged.”
Noting no West Indian cricketer is an island, Gibbs said during his days in the sun it was Frank Worrell, Everton Weekes,
and Clyde Walcott who guided him to better his game.
“When I started playing cricket I followed Everton [Weekes]. Clyde Walcott was my hero in Guyana, and was the father
giver at my wedding. …I stayed in Jamaica by Frank [Worrell].
These are the fellas I wanted to follow during my career,” he

said.
The run-up to his recommendation for participation by the
legends of the past is grounded in a growing disappointment
felt over the current state of West Indies cricket, he said. He is
committed to toiling and spinning, doing whatever is possible
to return the team to the top of its game.
With the structure of the game changed
so much over the decades, Gibbs also noted
batsmen are not spending enough time at
the crease.
Said Gibbs: “I am very disappointed in
West Indies cricket. Let’s put things in the
right perspective. The Twenty (20) cricket is
a slog, and the young players are not putting
their heads down and batting for a period of
time. We need more 50-overs (cricket).”
He added: “Take [Shimron] Hetmyer for
instance. He wants to hit the ball for sixes;
you don’t bat that way. When I started playing cricket, I followed Everton [Weekes].
Clyde Walcott was my hero in Guyana. They
encouraged me and told me different things.
You’ll want to talk with them, mix with
them, and do things that are right.”
He also expressed disappointment with
Gibbs
the attitude of today’s players, saying: “Our
youngsters, you see them, they don’t even come and say, ‘Hello’.
How are you going to learn? You talk with the individuals who
have gone through the mill, who know particularly well about
the game, and this will encourage you more to do well.”
But said Gibbs: “Our fellas don’t mix and converse, they just
go out and bat; they slog and that’s it. I’m very disappointed.
The crowds are staying away, which is a poor example.”
Gibbs also took a turn at the current crop of spinners. He
was not impressed by the current regional off-spinners at the
domestic and international levels, and was also critical of the
present-day off-break bowlers in the regional game.
Not putting too fine a point on his turn-of-phrase, Gibbs’
view was the current group of West Indian spinners were “not
spinning the ball”.
Questioning the methodology of Antiguan Rahkeem Cornwall, the newest off-spinner to play international cricket for the
West Indies, Gibbs wondered about his run-up and delivery.
“How could you take two steps and bowl? Where is your
rhythm? As a spin bowler, you’ve got to use the crease. You’ve
got the return crease and the stumps, and you bowl between
those two.”
He added: “Cornwall must need a run-up and variation of
pace. You can’t take two steps and bowl.”
(With files from Stabroek News & the Trinidad Express - R.K.)
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P

ut on the defence by the marauding Covid-19
coronavirus, the England and Wales Cricket
Board last week postponed the launch of The
Hundred, its new limited overs experiment.The game
was scheduled to run from mid-July to September, but
will now take place in 2021.
The endeavour involves a franchise-based league,
with an American sports-style draft, and features eight
teams, including the London Spirit, Manchester Originals, and Trent Rockets.
A number of West Indian players, among them T20
stars Andre Russell and Sunil Narine, were scheduled
to participate.
“The situation we find ourselves in as a country
means that delivery of The Hundred will not be possible this summer,” ECB chief executive officer Tom
Harrison said last week.
He added: “Whilst we are naturally disappointed
that we won’t get to realise our ambitions this year,
The Hundred will go ahead in 2021 when we are safely
able to deliver everything we intended to help grow the
game.”
The format of the game would have seen matches
with 100 balls per innings, and a change of ends after
ten deliveries. Bowlers would deliver either five or ten
consecutive balls, and no more than 20 balls per game.
The ECB invested heavily in The Hundred, believing the competition would attract a younger audience.
However, it was not without its critics, mostly over its
expenditure.
So far, operational costs for the inaugural season
rose to a reported £35 million – (US) $43.69 million
– even before including lucrative payments to players.
The broadcasting deal with Sky Sports stood at £36.5
million.
According to the experts, it seemed likely the inaugural competition would initially run at a loss, which
prompted criticism. It even escalated to an enquiry by
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport.
It was also felt by other critics that The Hundred
would detract from the already-popular T20 Blast,
which featured all 18 counties.
The domestic cricket calendar in England has been
severely impacted by the coronavirus crisis. Early this
week, the number of cases in the UK had climbed to
over 195,000 infections, with close to 30,000 deaths.

Players’ safety first in Covid-19 landscape - Holder

W

est Indies captain Jason Holder is maintaining the
team’s safety during the Covid-19 pandemic should
be the main mitigating factor in the decision
whether the three-Test tour of England goes ahead later this
year. The tour in England was due next month; however, both
Cricket West Indies and the England and Wales Cricket Board

Bravo for Pooran! Young batsman Test ready
oung West Indies left-hander Nicholas Pooran is ready
for the transition to Test cricket, all-rounder Dwayne
Bravo said last week. He believes Pooran has performed
well in the white-ball format, which gives him all the qualities
necessary to dominate the game’s longest format.
But before this can happen, Pooran has to make himself
available for the game.
Said Bravo: “I know he wants to play at some point, but I
don’t know when. Definitely, someone like Pooran batting at six
or seven is going to be very good for West Indies, very handy
in that lower order when bowlers [are] tired. It’s just like when
Australia used to use Adam Gilchrist; or how India use [Mahendra Singh] Dhoni. These guys come in and damage bowlers,
hurt teams in the late stages.”
At 24 years, Pooran continues to perform consistently with
the bat, emerging as a run-getter with an average of 49 from
25 One-Day Internationals. He also has a place in the line-up
for the Twenty20 International setup. So far, he has played 21
matches, and recently signed a lucrative deal in the Indian
Premier League with Kings XI Punjab.
His early entry into the game saw three games for Trinidad
and Tobago in the 2014 season; however, he has not returned to
the first class circuit since.

The Hundred
zeroes out

Bravo did not think Pooran’s lack of exposure would be a
setback, that inexperience in first class matches with the red
ball would be a stumbling block.
“He hasn’t played much [first class cricket]; but I'm sure he
will do well. He’s a student of the game, and he’s someone who
does a lot of researching and self-investment in his own cricket.
He asks a lot of questions. I think with time, Pooran is definitely somebody West Indies should look at for Test cricket,” he
said.
However, with Pooran’s emergent success in the white-ball
format, it is possible he may not choose to transition to the
longer game. In fact, a few of his peers have remained in the
shorter format, and are now T20 specialists. Among them are
Chris Gayle, Andre Russell, Sunil Narine, and Bravo himself.
Bravo said financial security was usually the factor for a
player deciding where to keep a foothold in the game.
“It’s an individual decision. We all know how important Test
cricket is, and I had a good stint of it for… six years representing West Indies. But times change; things change. Players now
more gravitate to the shorter format of the game because it
gives you a better security financially. It’s always smarter and
wiser to go with the safer option where you can benefit financially, so you can have a good life after cricket,” he said.

last week agreed to postpone the series, with the hope for a July
to September window.
Holder said it was important authorities monitored the situation carefully before going ahead with the series.
Said Holder: “We’re still sitting back and waiting. I just
think it’s a situation where we’re all
monitoring the situation over in
England, particularly in Europe as
well. I’ve seen a few things in other
sports where they’ve pushed the
schedules back and not having fans
… but it’s a waiting game. We can
only sit tight and hope and pray we
resume some type of normalcy in
the not too distant future.”
He added: “[Covid-19] has been
serious as we all know and has
Jason Holder
claimed quite a few lives throughout the world, and that’s the
last thing any of us would want. I think we’ve got to play the
safety card first before we can even think about resuming our
normal lives.”
The UK passed 175,000 Covid-19 cases ;ast week. All major
sporting events remain in limbo there, with the ECB further
delaying the start of its domestic itinerary until July 1.
Ambitious plans have been proposed to have the series
against West Indies staged in July, including playing behind
closed doors, and enforcing strict quarantine and social distancing protocols.
Holder admitted playing behind closed doors was not an
“ideal” situation, but conceded players would be amenable to
the idea if there were no other available options.
“It would be something really difficult," he said.
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Cricket life goes on in WWII doom & gloom
Players hit turf at Lord’s as deadly V-1 bomb screams overhead
By Bharath Ramaraj (Cricbuzz)
ver the last couple of months, the world has been
turned upside down by the coronavirus. The sporting
world hasn't been spared either. From football leagues
and the IPL to the Olympics, mega-events have been either
postponed or cancelled. In modern times, so many events being closed during peace is unheard of.
So, when was the last time life across the globe came to a
standstill? World War II would be considered as one of the
most destructive conflicts in history, crippling life across the
planet. For six long years between 1939 and 1945, people faced
hardships, with over 50 million fatalities. A string of sporting
events – from the Summer and Winter Olympics to football
World Cups and the Ashes – were cancelled.
It wasn’t just about cancellation of events though as Test
cricketers like Hedley Verity, Ken Farnes, Arthur Longton,
George Macaulay, Maurice Turnbell, Ross Gregory and others
passed away while on military service during the course of the
war. The likes of Bill Bowes and E.W. Swanton were taken as
prisoners of war. Keith Miller, Bob Crisp, Lindsay Hassett, Reg
Simpson, Ray Lindwall, Jim Laker, Martin Donnelly and many
others also partook in the war.
However, in the midst of all the doom and gloom, on 29 July
1944, Lord’s was set to hold a match between the Army and
the Royal Air Force. The war was still on, and to make matters worse, the South-East of England was regularly being hit
with V-1 flying bombs. Even flats and houses near to Lord’s
were coming under severe attack. The Lord’s stadium itself had
been struck by an oil bomb back in 1940 but with no casualties
reported. It was also the time when some grounds were just not
fit to be used for cricket matches. In fact, The Oval was set to be
used as a prisoner-of-war camp for enemy parachutists.
In such tough times, Marylebone Cricket Club took an active
role in holding cricket matches, with Sir Pelham Warner playing
a key role in organising them. Warner himself founded a side
called British Empire XI while Desmond Donnelly, a British politician and author, initiated the London Counties XI. At Lord’s,
the Royal Navy, the Army, RAF and Buccaneers also played some
games. And in 1944, when the RAF locked horns against the
Army, little did the players know that they were about to be part
of what would turn out to be an everlasting image of cricketers
lying on the ground due to a V-1 flying bomb.
The match attracted a decent crowd, with around 3,100 attending the one-innings game. One of the biggest attractions
was Wally Hammond returning to England. During the second
World War, the legendary England batsman was appointed as
a Squadron Leader in the RAF in Egypt. However, he wasn’t
directly involved in combat, and was posted back to England
in 1944. Gubby Allen, Godfrey Evans, Maurice Leyland, Jack
Robertson, Charlie Palmer, Simpson, Bob Wyatt, Les Ames,
and Bill Edrich were some of the other prominent cricketers
who partook in that game.
Eventually, the game commenced at 2 p.m. after overnight
rain had delayed the start of play. The Army won the toss and
elected to bat. Robertson, the accomplished Middlesex and
England opener, gave the Army a decent start. For a while everything was going smoothly and it felt as if a keen tussle would
take place between the two sides.
But one hour into play, with Wyatt midway into his run-up to
bowl at Robertson, a German aircraft had infiltrated the British
airspace, and was lurking around the stadium behind the clouds.
The noise was familiar to those who lived during the time of war.
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The doodlebug (V-1 bomb) was about to be dropped somewhere around the Lord’s stadium. At that juncture, Wyatt had
fallen flat on the ground, and was seen holding the ball. The
spectators went helter-skelter and took cover wherever they
possibly could. The sight of Robertson clutching his bat, Andy
Wilson (wicketkeeper), Edrich and Austin Mathews all lying on
the ground became an enduring image for generations to come.
“The players and umpires lay on the ground, and spectators
were to be seen in curious postures in the pavilion and around
the ground,” Warner later wrote in the book, Lord's, 1787-1945.
“What made V1 flying bombs so lethal was that no-one
could tell where they were going to land,” James Holland, an
English historian, author and broadcaster who specialises in
the history of WWII, told Cricbuzz. “The missile was propelled
by an engine, which, when the fuel ran out, cut and the bomb
dropped almost silently. The warhead contained nearly a ton of
Amatol, an incredible amount of explosive.
“Normal bombers would be picked up by radio listening
and radar and an air raid siren would warn the people of the
capital to take shelter. V1s were much harder to pick up before,
so gave people less chance to take cover. They really were rather
vicious. Those playing cricket at Lord’s would have heard the
buzz of the engine, heard it cut out, and would have had no
idea whether it was going to land directly on top of them or 200
yards away as proved to be the case.
“There would have been shouts, panic, and the players
would all have run for cover or flattened themselves on the
ground – as the blast spread up and outwards. Since it was a
Forces match, the players would have been very familiar with
the drill, although so would just about everyone in London by
that stage, six weeks after the first V1 dropped on London on
13 June.”
Fortunately the bomb landed 200 yards away in Albert Road,
and, remarkably, the players showed tremendous courage to
continue play. When they resumed, Robertson lifted the spirits
by hooking Wyatt into the grandstand for a six. And after some
time, the chitter-chatter at Lord’s was once again about the game.

Jack Robertson
The Army accumulated 211 for 8 declared, with David
Townsend compiling 52 and Robertson aggregating 42. However, they couldn’t force a win as the RAF clung onto a draw,
finishing with 129 for 9. As the players trudged back to the
pavilion after the match, all of them would doubtless have been
pondering about the near-death experience.
Incidentally, a few weeks later, another bomb exploded
not far away from the ground while Lord’s XI clashed against
Public School’s XI. However, the threat of V-1 bombs didn’t
deter the organisers from hosting matches. In early August, a
16,000-strong crowd watched in awe as Hammond crunched a
majestic 105 for ‘England’ with Keith Miller composing a dashing 85 for ‘Australia’ in an unofficial one-day game at Lord’s.

Cover field: Army versus RAF match in July, 1944 sees cricketers hitting the ground as a menacing German
V-1 flying bomb cruised overhead; play resumed after the massive rocket bomb fell and detonated nearby.

Covid-19 no play? World cricket weathering perfect storm of closures

T

he West Indies three-Test series against England has
been postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Cricket
West Indies said last week. The series was scheduled to
take place next month. A new date for play is to be determined.
“The decision to postpone the tour came as a result of the
uncertainty for the safe resumption of cricket in the United
Kingdom, as well as international air travel,” CWI said in a
media release.
It added, “As a result, it was a logically mutual decision to
postpone the tour to a later date until clearance is granted by
the UK government. The proposed window for the likely staging of this series is now July until the end of September.”
Chief Executive Officer of CWI, Johnny Grave, said the
organisation was continuing regular dialogue with the England
and Wales Cricket Board with a view to making new arrangements for the Test Series.
Said Grave: “Clearly playing in June is now not possible,
and we will continue our discussions with the ECB and other
Internationals Boards on trying to find new dates.”
Additionally, “We will only travel to England to play the
series if our players can be assured that it is safe to do so. Our
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respective medical teams are beginning to discuss how this
series could be played whist guaranteeing the health and safety
of our players and support team. We will be as flexible as we
can without compromising the safety of our team.”
West Indies and England are not the only teams impacted
by the Covid-19 pandemic. As reported by the Economic Times
last week, other international series have been postponed, with
the Indian Premier League on hold, and the T20 World Cup in
Australia in doubt.
As the Economic Times noted, despite the West Indies being
“one of the weakest of the Test nations” in the last decade, along
with its ongoing behind-the-scenes troubles, the team still produced two memorable World T20 triumphs in 2012 and 2016.
However, with the present Covid-19 turbulence, it now has to
wait to defend its crown in Australia.
Last week the International Cricket Council admitted it was
“exploring all options”, even as it downplayed reports the 2020
T20 World Cup could be pushed back until 2021. It is due to
get underway in October this year.
Fallout from the pandemic could impact some of cricket’s
ageing stars, the Economic Times noted. Among them is the

40-year-old West Indies big-hitter, Chris Gayle. He was hoping to leave the international arena in style following the T20
World Cup by leading the West Indies to another global title.
Gayle has hinted at the possibility of playing for another five
years.
“Forty-five is a good number. Let’s talk at 45. I think that’s
a good number, and my first number. I just think I am on the
slow side a bit,” he told cricbizz.com earlier this year.
Also hit by the coronavirus was the world’s richest tournament, the Indian Premier League, the Economic Times reported.
Originally scheduled to start on March 29, the IPL was
delayed until April 15, but has now been postponed indefinitely
after India’s government extended its nationwide lockdown.
Part of its pandemic move was to limit incoming visitors, which
meant suspension of all visas to India in order to contain the
spread of the deadly illness.
The announcement of the IPL’s indefinite postponement was
made last month by the Board of Control for Cricket in India.
It cited the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, and the national
response by the government of India, as reasons for postponing
the lucrative tournament.
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GTA LEADERS REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West Suite 26
Vaughan Ontario L4L 4C2

Tel: 416-241-3337
Fax: 416-987-0056
gtaleaders@gmail.com
www.teamgtahomes.com
Abdool Saif Saheed

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • INVESTMENT

Sales Representative

If you fail to
plan, then
you’re planning
to fail.
Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor
416-731-7527

LD
SO

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• Life
• Mortgage
• Disability
• Travel • Visitor
• Critical Illness
• Super Visa
• RESP & RRSP
• Investment

I started
looking for my
first home five
years ago. My
husband and I
found GTA
Leaders Realty
where we
worked closely
with Abdool
Saheed. We
were first time
home buyers
and we wanted
to make the right move and invest in our first home as
newlyweds. We started the process and landed the right
home for us in Central Ajax. We couldn't have been
happier.
We are now approaching our fifth wedding anniversary in
May and our perfect home for two is no longer a fit for
three.
We contacted Abdool again to sell our house and help us
to find our new dream home.
It has been nothing but amazing working with a
professional caring individual and his team. He sold our
house and we were able to buy our new dream home.
We got exactly what we wanted and our family couldn't
be happier.

Sales Representative

Starting from
mid $300,000

$479.000

HOME IS WHERE YOUR STORY BEGINS

Shawn Ambedkar

Beautiful 2 bedroom end unit townhouse in Ajax.
Seconds from Highway 401. Close to all major amenities
including lifetime gym, bus route, schools and GO
Station. This ready-to-move-in home has upgraded
potlights and an open balcony from main floor.

Tel: 647-852-7243
MONTVERT by Primont Condos
Located in Brampton

Starting from
low $300’s

MORTGAGE
1st, 2nd and Reﬁnance
PROPOSAL / BANKRUPTCY
Make One Small Monthly Payment
For all Your Debts
INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal - Business
Business Registration
HST - Payroll - WSIB

Abdool Saheed
416-731-7527

Abdool Saheed ASA, ABR, SRES
Broker of Record

YORKWOODS CONDOS
Jane & Sheppard

Jason Saheed
647-293-8397

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

$100

(Barrels up to 30" tall)

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office

Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120
Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

We also deliver empty barrels!

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

