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Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.
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Savouring the Adopt-a-Park adoption moment next to the Sankat Mochan Hanuman Mandir’s plaque
are Sam Persaud (left to right, front row), & Cecil Ramnauth; in the back row, left to right, are Khemraj
Koonjbeharry, Shiva Mahadeo, Pandit Rabindranauth Tiwari, & Puneet Aujla
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Sankat Mochan Hanuman Mandir adopts Ajax park
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6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219
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t was at the noon hour on February 28 during the celebration of Maha Shivratri when Pandit Rabindranauth
Tiwari led attendees in prayer, followed by the blowing
of the conch, and the sanctification of the land that marked
the unveiling of a plaque recognising the Sankat Mochan
Hanuman Mandir & Cultural Centre’s Park Adoption and
Tree Planting initiative in the Town of Ajax.
Attending the unveiling was the Town of Ajax’s Mayor,
Shaun Collier. Also at the event were Councillors Joanne
Dies and Lisa Bower; Khemraj Koonjbeharry, Director of
Devi Mandir; Cecil Ramnauth, community leader and Hindu
Federation Ambassador; Councillors Marilyn Crawford and
Sterling Lee; Raj Thayanandan, President of the Durham
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.

INSURANCE
Paul Ram

Prime Minister,
Brigadier (Ret)
Mark Phillips told
an audience in NY
earlier this month that
Guyana is open for
investment, and is
committed to working
with the diaspora. At
the time, Phillips and
his delegation were
being hosted by the
Richmond Hill-South
Ozone Park Lions
Club. In photo, Phillips
is with Guyana’s
Ambassador to the
US, Sam Hinds, at left.
See Dhanpaul Narine’s
report on Page 15.

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm
N

Tamil Association; and Ramesh Rajasingham, Director at the
Tamil Academic and Fine Arts.
Puneet Aujla, Director of the Ajax Crematorium and
Visitation Centre also attended the event, along with
Councillor Rob Tyler Morin; Hindu Federation members
Shiva Mahadeo and Sam Persaud; Ryan Stephenson, a
representative from the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority; and Farah Eshranji, from the Bahai community.
Etched with the picture of the Hindu god Hanuman,
the plaque sits on the waterfront park overlooking Lake
Ontario where Frisco Road meets the trail in Ajax. It is also
a designated site where cremated ashes can be scattered in a
See Page 10: Hanuman Mandir

Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
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Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
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* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater
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$711,000

$1,279,000

Modern Space

Amazing Opportunity

Come see this super sharp condo that is as modern
as Toronto. This sun-drenched suite is located
next to Steeles & Kipling with TTC within walking
distance. The impressive luxury building comes with
state of the art amenities. The hard work is done
for you to enjoy.

Beautiful home located in 1 of Acton’s best ngbhds!
Close to shop. cent., lush parks & schools. Features
open cncpt kitch. upgraded w/ centre island,
granite counters & extended cabinets. Impressive
large deck & private bckyd. Fam. rm feat. vaulted
ceiling & warm fireplace. Sounds nice, doesn’t it?

$1,279,700

$379,900

A Dream House Made Possible!

Near Transit

See it to believe. Gorgeous, well-maint. det.
home w/ many features. Sun-drenched windows
throughout, rare sep. lvng, dng, fam. rms, gleam.
parquet flrs, large eat-in kitch. Sep. access to bsmt
with own kitch. & two more bdrms! No sidewalk &
extra long driveway. Don’t let this one get away!

Can’t beat finding a condo at this price in the heart
of Etobicoke. Close to schools, transit, amenities,
and highways, this suite comes with a lovely view
of Toronto. Features laminate floors, a large open
balcony, lovely kitchen, and underground parking.

An impressive one! Smooth, smart, & rambling
5-level back split with modern kitchen, dining room
with high ceiling, windows letting in lots of natural
bright light, & beautiful large leaded glass front
door. Principal bdrm feat. 4-piece ensuite wshrm.
Family room boasts own entrance! Won’t last long!
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$379,900
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$899,900
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Nestled in the Humberwood Park area, bright &
spacious 1 bdrm + den boasts fantastic, functional
layout. Beaut. serene view of lush nature. Located
next University of Guelph Humber, short walk to
multiple transit systems, nature trails & community
centres. Perfect for investors or first-time buyers.
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Don’t Miss Out

Located near Kipling and Dixon, this spacious suite
is ideal for investors, or first-time buyers. Enjoy the
city view from the open balcony. Features lovely
laminate flooring, an open concept living and
dining room, ensuite laundry, and comes with
underground parking.

$989,700
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$469,900

Calling Investors
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Amazing Space
A big opportunity awaits! Enjoy funct. layout that
uses space for freehold townhome in rare part of
N Brampton! Features den on the grnd flr w/ beau.
French doors for 4th bdrm/office. Enjoy upgraded
kitchen with walkout to large balcony, interior
access to dble car garage, & 3 solid bedrooms.
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DENTISTRY

CDCO engaging in ‘Tax Fraud Days of Action’

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

Daniel Ciufo photos

Toronto – The Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario last lose out just because some contractors don’t want to play by the
month highlighted a number of priorities for consideration rules. Imagine what could be built with the extra $3.1B, which
by the Progressive Conservative government of Ontario, led would be available if tax fraud were to be ended,” the CDCO
by Premier Doug Ford, as it prepares its upcoming provincial said.
With tax fraud and wage theft being
budget.
Click here to visit the CDCO
such a significant and ongoing probThe 2022 budget will be delivered
National Apprenticeship Competition
lem for the construction industry,
on March 31.
No Tax Fraud
Yorke and Iannuzzi said come April
Among the CDCO’s priorities cited
11-16 the Carpenters’ Union, across
in its document to the Ontario government by group President, Mike Yorke, and Executive Secretary North America will be engaging in ‘Tax Fraud Days of Action’.
“As a Union, we believe in fighting against the underground
Treasurer President, Tony Iannuzzi, are its commitment to overcoming tax fraud and wage theft, and the union’s ongoing focus economy, and ensuring all levels of government are adequately
funded. Our members pay their taxes, and we believe that
on social infrastructure and the Nextgen workforce.
everyone else should as well.”
The past year has been
Additionally, “Action con“incredibly tough” for large
cerning this important issue
and small businesses, the
is urgently needed to ensure
CDCO said, while noting
key infrastructure investthat small businesses conments are possible, and a
tribute healthily to the fabstronger, greener, and more
ric of communities across
sustainable economic recovCanada.
ery is feasible in Ontario.”
Consequently, there is
The CDCO also noted its
need to ensure its inclucommitment to social infrasion in the upcoming budstructure and the Nextgen
get, which will help enable
workforce as one of the pria stronger, post-pandemic
orities for inclusion in the
recovery.
upcoming provincial budget.
Said the CDCO: “Although
Said the CDCO: “[We]
construction has numerous
Mike Yorke
Tony Iannuzzi
believe it is just as imporlarge firms, the vast majority
of contractors affiliated with the Carpenters Union would fall tant to ensure the necessary social infrastructure is in place to
under the definition of small businesses, and so the economic form the foundation for [physical infrastructure] development,
health of these types of businesses is a clear priority for both our namely by investing in apprenticeship training.”
As it noted, Ontario is not only currently experiencing a
Union and its members.” The CDCO has approximately 30,000
skilled labour shortage, but according to a recent report by
members.
Speaking to the CDCO taking on tax fraud and wage theft, BuildForce Canada, around 259,000 construction workers (22
percent of the construcYorke and Iannuzzi noted
tion labour force) will
that in order for any of
be retiring in the next
the targeted investments,
ten years.
or major government
Said the CDCO: “The
initiatives to be possible,
time is now to invest
all levels of government
in the next generation
must receive adequate
of skilled tradespeorevenues.
ple in our province.
Consequently, making
Apprenticeship is the
sure that all Ontarians
foundation to lifelong
pay “their fair share”
learning. Through our
is a priority for us, the
training school, the
CDCO declared.
College of Carpenters
It added, “According
and Allied Trades, the
to
the
Ontario
[union] offers preConstruction Secretariat,
apprenticeship training,
it is estimated that the
apprenticeship training,
Province of Ontario and
and over 40 concurrent
the Federal Government
education courses to
lost between $1.8B and
help our members take
$3.1B annually in revthe next step.”
enues over a five-year
However, it added
period due to contractors operating in the ‘underground economy’, and by registering that since 2000, the CDCO has self-funded its programs without
their workers as ‘independent contractors’, as opposed to regis- any support from the provincial government.
“This budget is the perfect opportunity to right the training
tering them as what they really are, namely ‘employees’.”
Carpenters, painters, floor covering installers, tile setters and commitment to the construction industry that has been held
general construction labourers are particularly vulnerable to back over the last two decades, unlike the additional training
for most other major industries, such as teaching and bankthis illegal and socially detrimental practice, the CDCO said.
“Paying taxes is obviously ‘not everyone’s favourite thing to ing. We believe construction should be no different,” Yorke and
do’, but this should not mean that our entire province should Iannuzzi said.

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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NDP tackles foreign workers’ barriers
Queens’s Park — Official Opposition Leader Andrea
Horwath joined MPP Doly Begum, the NDP’s critic for
Citizenship, Foreign Credentials and Immigration, to introduce
a new plan to address barriers faced by internationally trained
workers — especially nurses, doctors and other health care
workers needed and wanted in Ontario.
“There are highly skilled nurses who have watched this pandemic steamroll Ontario’s hospitals and long-term care homes,
while they are forced to watch from the sidelines. There are doctors who would like to help with the shortage of family doctors
in communities across Ontario — but families go without care
while doctors are caught up in a broken system,” Horwath said.
She added, “For people with the right university degrees,
relevant work experience, training and professional credentials,
being certified in Ontario can take literally years. Ontario’s
international credential system is broken. The NDP will fix it,
and get people excellent health care faster.”
Begum’s private member’s bill, the Fairness for Ontario's
Internationally Trained Workers Act, will force the government
to finally take action to fix the foreign credentials system in
Ontario, so people can get to work in their field quicker.
“Ontario is home to people from all over the world, many of
whom come here seeking safety, security, and hope for a better
life. And Ontario desperately needs health care workers. Fixing
the international credentials system is a win-win,” said Begum.

She added, “But Conservative
and Liberal governments built a
bad system, and let it get worse
and worse over the years. People
are paying a hefty price for
that — from doctors working
minimum wage jobs for years
while they jump through hoops,
to patients who wait longer for
surgery or for a family doctor’s
appointment.”
Begum’s bill would compel
Doly Begum
the government to address accreditation barriers faced by internationally trained professionals.
For example, the NDP plans to fix the barrier of required
local experience with a job-matching program to guarantee
internationally trained physicians can get local experience that
counts towards their accreditation. This is already being done
in Alberta.
The NDP also plans to make it easier for internationally educated nurses to gain recognition of their international clinical
experiences, and apply for clinical placements here in Ontario.
Too many internationally educated nurses are trapped in a system that does not recognise their experience and requires them
to return to school for exams that they have already passed.

Toronto – The Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario
has expressed concern over what it described as the government’s undermining of school boards that are seeking to maintain masking policies to protect the safety of students and staff.
ETFO represents approximately 83,000 members.
“Once again, the government appears to be prioritising
political interests over safety in schools. The Ontario Science
Table and Toronto’s Hospital for Sick Children President and
Chief Executive Officer Ronald Cohn have said that the March
21 removal of the mask mandate comes too soon; yet the government expects school boards to implement this decision to
prematurely remove masks in schools next week,” the EFTO
said in a release.
It added, “Doug Ford should be motivated by care and concern for students, rather than his re-election strategy, and work

in cooperation with school boards to ensure safety and stability
for all.”
As the EFTO noted, the government has repeatedly left students, families, teachers, and education workers at higher risk
by refusing to take basic precautions such as reducing class sizes,
and providing adequate ventilation.
It added, “Throughout the pandemic, schools have been
expected to meet a different set of rules than other high-risk settings. The government’s insistence that boards remove the mask
mandate in schools continues this misguided practice, leaving
Ontario school boards that want to proceed as safely as possible
unable to provide the important protections they need.”
The EFTO concluded: “The government must prioritise the
safety of students, teachers, and education workers. Ontario
students and families deserve better.”

Teachers’ union concerned about masking, student safety in schools

4

Fund services with tax
on the wealthy - CUPE
Toronto – The looming threat of planned but yet unannounced tax cuts urges us to finally institute changes to our tax
system to fund the services we rely on, the Canadian Union of
Public Employees Ontario has said.
“Years of underfunding to vital public services, clearly
exposed in the last two years, caused people to endure so
much pain and suffering,” said Fred Hahn, President of CUPE
Ontario.
“If we want to finally put such unnecessary hardships in the
past, we’ll need to make
historic investments in the
services we rely on – and
that takes resources,” he
added.
The
Financial
Accountability Office of
Ontario released its LongTerm Budget Outlook
which provides a projection of the province’s economy and fiscal position
through 2050-51.
The report revealed
unannounced tax cuts of
approximately $2.5 billion
by 2023-24, worsening an
Fred Hahn
already challenging long
term budget outlook.
This is in addition to the 52 existing corporate deductions,
exemptions, and credits that cost the provincial government
$6.1 billion, according to a previous FAO report.
CUPE Ontario, however, notes a silver lining in the report.
According to the FAO, every one percent increase in the corporate tax rate would substantially help our net debt-to-GDP ratio
by bringing in $1.2 billion.
Said Hahn: “We need to let it sink in that spending saves
lives, and secures futures. We can only make Ontario a better
place to live and work by making sure that the wealthiest among
us pay their fair share.”
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Ontario further invests in skilled trades
Ottawa — The Ontario government has break down barriers and connect young people
announced it will invest more than $13 mil- to life-changing careers in the skilled trades.”
lion to provide free training and paid electriThis latest investment is for nine projcians’ apprenticeships for more than 2,500 ects across Ontario. Two of the projects are
being delivered by the Ontario
people across the province who
Electrical Industry Training
are unemployed or looking to
Trust Fund that is training nearearn bigger paychecks.
With over $2 billion in infraly 300 people for jobs as construction and industrial electristructure projects on the horizon,
cians, and cabling specialists.
Ontario faces a shortage of elecThe training focuses on safetricians and other skilled trades
ty, best practices for installation,
workers. This investment will help
and other skills crucial skills
the province deliver critical hospifor electricians. At the end of
tals, schools, and roads on time,
and on budget.
the program, participants will
be offered employment as the
“When you have a job as
first step toward securing wellan electrician, you have an inpaying, meaningful careers to
demand job for life,” said Monte
build better lives for themselves
McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Monte McNaughton
Training and Skills Development.
and their families.
The government’s investment will also go
He added, “I continue to hear from students
and parents who don’t know how to enter this toward financial incentives that encourage
incredible field – which can pay over $50 an employers to hire more apprentices and prohour. That is why our government is investing mote the electrical trades to under-represented
over $1.5 billion in programs like this, which groups.

Ontario eliminates licence plate renewal fees
Toronto – The government of Ontario on
March 13 eliminated licence plate renewal
fees, and the requirement to have licence
plate stickers for passenger vehicles, light-duty
trucks, motorcycles and mopeds in a move to
make life easier for Ontarians and businesses.
Eligible individual owners of vehicles who
paid licence renewal fees from March, 2020
will receive a refund in the mail. To qualify for
the refund, drivers licences must have correct
addresses, and all defaulted fees, fines, or tolls
must be paid.
Some of the other proposed changes include
establishing a single window for business services, changing the government’s approach

to procurement, creating a Centre of Realty
Excellence, and removing tolls from Highways
412 and 418.
Said MPP Deepak Anand: “Ontarians have
experienced a difficult couple of years, and we
are committed to working together to make life
easier. Removing licence plate sticker fees will
put more money back in your pocket supporting families, communities, and businesses.”
The Ontario government remains committed to building a province that is fiscally
responsible and reduces hassles to put more
money in resident’s pockets.
Call 905-696-0367 for more information, or
visit the government’s website.

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Covid-19’s sea-change

I

t appears that the inevitable enquiries will begin now
with Covid-19 receding, and with restrictions being
lifted, into what went wrong in hard-hit provinces as
Alberta, Quebec, Ontario, and in the rest of Canada following its traumatic landfall two years ago.
The trauma was real for each of us, touching our individual lives via isolation, personal infection, eroding our
standard of living and mental health; and for many of
us, tragically, with the loss of lives of family, friends, and
neighbours, here in Canada, and abroad in our homelands.
To invoke the now clichéd usage, Covid-19’s rout in our
lives was “unprecedented”. Or, to further invoke the eternal
Shakespearean image for a significant, major transformation, the tempestuous Covid-19 brought a “sea-change” not
only in our individual lives, but also made a meteoric, but
thankfully not an extinction level, planetary impact.
This week, CBCNews tracking figures for what is
thankfully now Covid-19’s smaller, but still discernible
footprint, indicate that Canada has so far tallied close to
3.35 million cases of infections. Hardest hit is Ontario, with
its total number of cases at around 1.1 million; Quebec is
almost crossing the one million mark; with Alberta stepping over into half a million infections.
The tragedy inherent in Covid-19’s death toll in Canada
is now an integral part of our collective, national, and traumatised psyche: as of this week, there were just over 37,000
recorded deaths nationally caused by the coronavirus; at
the provincial level, Quebec leads the nation with a loss of
lives at just over 14,000 fatalities; next is Ontario, with over
12,500 deaths; then there is Alberta, with close to 4,000,
and British Columbia, with just under 3,000 deaths.
There are many of us in our Caribbean community here
in the GTA, who looking at Ontario’s numbers for fatalities,
can single out from its numerical sweep the close, personal
loss of a loved one; or who know a family, or have friends,
or now note the absence of neighbours, through similar,
impactful losses in precious lives.
On the global scale, the WHO’s Covid-19 Dashboard
indicates so far our world has recorded over 450 million
cases of Covid-19; and sadly, as was noted earlier this
month, our now diminished world passed the painful
marker, where six million souls were lost, and counting, to
Covid-19’s surging, tempestous seas.
It must be noted that while Covid-19’s pestilential, virulent levels are diminishing here in Canada, and in some
parts of the world, our epidemiological experts are warning that this unwelcome viral visitor, which has more than
overstayed its visit, has no plans of leaving our neighbourhoods; that it will now slink into dark corners, only to reemerge inside endemic locations, but hopefully weakened,
and without its historic, virulent savagery.
What the experts are saying is we must now begin to
learn to live with Covid-19, and its variants always being
among us; that it will continue to remain a lurking, malevolent presence as we recover and rebuild our disrupted lives.
As infectious disease expert Dr Isaac Bogoch noted on
CTV last week, the Covid-19 pandemic is far from over; in
fact, more variants will arise in the future, he said.
Said Bogoch: “[Covid-19] is not going anywhere. It’s
here, and it’s going to be here for a long, long, long time. We
will see more waves...? We absolutely will. The real question
here is, ‘To what extent will those waves impact us?’”
Even as our world sailed into turbulent seas, we fashioned the tools to repair and rebuild our ship. Today we
have vaccines, and other infection-prevention protocols.
Also, hopefully, upcoming government enquiries will
conclude, and follow through, on futuring that better
equips our health system with human resources, infrastructure, among other things, so we are not again unprepared for another hurricane onslaught.
Meanwhile, recent findings by an Angus Reid Institute
and CBC survey indicate that Covid-19 has left Canadians
reeling from disruption in our lives; that it further pulled
us apart, brought out the worst in us, and weakened our
compassion for one another.
Covid-19’s sea-change has left a lot of rebuilding ahead.
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Hypocrisy 101

e recall the world after 9/11 and the flood of accusations against the Muslim terrorists that drove even
educated Americans to blanket condemnation of
Muslims and simple folk to blindly attack brown-skinned and/
or bearded people in America’s streets.
The hysteria generated by official speeches
and popular media ensured that war-mongering US-UK leaders could launch any punitive
response that Bush/Cheney/Rumsfeld/Rice had
chosen: “Either you are with us or you are with the
terrorists,” said President Bush on September 20,
2001, in speaking to a joint session of Congress.
Few Americans knew enough history or geography to
analyse the situation, or ask why invade Afghanistan when all
the saboteurs were Saudi Arabians? They simply inflated the
prevailing nationalistic frenzy, and rooted for “death to the terrorists”, heedless of the fact that they themselves were choosing a
terrorist response. And later, even though the dust had settled in
NYC, did they question the switching of war zone to Iraq, before
finding the Afghanistan war target, Osama bin Laden?
Hussein’s pomposity was surely not reason enough to kill
Iraqi citizens, and destroy its cities. So pervasive was the official
dogma that any dissent while “our boys” were being killed was
anathema, a sign of treason.
So, few condemnations were heard of the lies told in the UN,
disgracing a five-star general, and more lies to justify later killings, over a million dead before Iraq was crippled and occupied;
the stench spread worldwide, souring the air, so much so that
the Nobel Committee gave Bush’s replacement a Nobel prize just
for hoping that he could stop the suffocation.
The financial crisis of 2007-2009 brought some relief, but
hardly enough, before Barack Obama threw off his mask of
benignity and bombed Libya in 2011, and stoked a civil war in
Syria in 2014, both for regime change.
He succeeded in Libya, but not in Syria, which sought
Russian aid, which helped Syria regain territory from the rebels
and ISIS, which was incredible for a time on the same side as
Americans.
Now they want bases in other Russian neighbours, and signs
of US biological labs have appeared in these and other countries
strategically chosen. Are they clones of Fort Detrick? Remember
the recent US tinkering with weapons-grade Anthrax, and
Covid-19, asserting that high grade microbes are better bases
for vaccine research?

For years US officials and media have painted Russia as
malevolent, with accusations of poisonings, cyber-crimes, character assassination of Vladimir Putin, to the extent of US
Senator Lindsey Graham’s recently advocating Putin’s murder.
But who has dared to publish anything to show the Russian perspective, or try to fathom the provocations that
have led them to war? Half-truths abound. Russia
Mohan
has been complaining for years of NATO’s (read
Ragbeer US) encroaching on its borders, and its wish to
expand beyond Ukraine to the Caucasian states.
In all this, the US stands like a colossus over
NATO, and other acolytes, notably Australia. Many who backed
the UN censure of Russia did so for fear of retribution, remembering the second Mosaic commandment. As an example, the
US has vetoed an IADB loan to little Guyana for a project that
had passed local examiners. Any connection?
The US, like most countries, is full of good people, but unfortunately poorly educated about others – their history, geography, culture, and so on – as if by deliberate national policy, so
that they would be more receptive to official dogma, and easily
compliant; what ordinary American will question the assertion
that Putin, Xi Jinping, or Narendra Modi are evil foreigners?
Same for almost anything that US officials want the population to believe and propagate. An American writer noted: “…
war propaganda stimulates the most powerful aspects of our
psyche, our subconscious, our instinctive drives. It causes us, by
design, to abandon reason. It provokes a surge in tribalism, jingoism, moral righteousness and emotionalism.”
The US record of invasions and killings (Korea, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Syria, Caribbean, and so
on), is appalling, and makes criticisms of current highly regrettable Ukrainian casualties by Russians sound hypocritical and
mean.
Just like Western media’s neglect to present fairly the history of Crimea, the Ukraine or this conflict. Or that Joe Biden
included in his sanctions the seizure (theft?) of Afghan billions,
which he says will go to US “victims of 9/11”, while Afghan
children starve! Is this human?
Ask yourself: What would the US do if Canada had been
ill-treating its American residents, and despite years of assurances, Canada continued its mistreatment, and plots with China
or Russia, while its embattled nationals plead for aid? The US
would bomb the innards out of Canada, and hardly give a
thought to world opinion.

Way in the world opens after first successful argument

M

y nemesis Davey turned up at our front gate one
day when we were boys growing up back home, this
young man being nothing but a harbinger of no-good
who always got me into trouble with my parents, and with this
came dire and punitive consequences.
He rattled the corner on the gate where the rust had gnawed
into the soft iron, the grating dissonance of metal
on a rasp of concrete lifting my attention away
Romeo
from the book I was reading with the inner conKaseram
tentment and solitude that only-children totally
crave and enjoy.
I looked up to see him half-hidden behind
the thick, dark-green foliage of the woven hibiscus fence. He
was signaling with a hand lowered for discretion, inviting me
to approach. Meanwhile, his eyes were darting apprehensively
upstairs, with his forehead furrowed with concentration over
the whereabouts of the patrolling hawks that were my parents.
Of course, Davey did not know it would take neither an
entire herd of elephants stampeding through the living room
to disturb my parents from their afternoon rest following their
luncheon repast. It would take neither the thundering feet of the
herd pounding on the floorboards; nor their trumpeting blasts.
Instead, it would be the very last pachyderm clumsily knocking
over one of my mother’s elegantly decorative dolls with the tip
of its tail, so it wobbled tentatively, before crashing to the floor.
Now these dolls were legend in our family. No one dared
tell my mother the 10,000 decorative hours spent on her art
produced over-dressed subjects of handicraft; that her intensive
labours resulted in too-indulgent superlatives that were toosumptuously and over-elegantly attired.
So much were the dolls over-dressed that the very threading
of the stitching, the interweaving of the ribbons into artificial
blonde hair and doily skirts were as saccharine as peanut butter
served with Nutella. Yet no one dared say her dozen dolls were
so prosy with purple it made the surfeited eyes water, with the
tormented soul thirsting for a quenching drop of minimalism.
Now a visitor resting a critical glance on a doll in the array, or
worse, like the elephant’s upending tail, touching a stray thread
with the merest tip of the pinkie finger, made my mother’s
spidey-sense tingle. So much it produced an alerted, hennish
querulousness that brought her with a protective, fluttering
flight from the kitchen into the territory inhabited by her brood.

She arrived transformed: slithering, feline, and smooth,
sliding to a stop on balls of the feet, ready to pounce with feral
ferocity on the startled gaze of the head-scratching interloper.
Meanwhile, back at the front gate, I signaled to Davey he
could rest assured my parents were off the air; or as we say
nowadays, they were both logged out, and securely offline.
Now back in my day, it was said then, and it
probably still remains as unchallengeable that
there is a universal understanding that a mango
hanging over a fence, plump, juicy, and nothing
less than being what it is, namely, low-hanging
fruit, will be pelted, picked, and purloined. Such
an outcome is as inevitable as Goodwin’s law.
As such, there is no low-hanging fruit as my parents’ restful
sleep triggered by the anaesthetic somnolence that follows a
massive feeding frenzy on a cassava-thickened, dumpling-bobbing, and sugary sweet-potato pot of peppery Saturday soup.
Now nemeses such as the likes of Davey that perpetually
came along to get me into trouble always arrive feet-first in this
world with heaping helpings of the intrepid and fearlessness.
As I note in my later years of wisdom, some of it acquired
early with eye-strain and finger-pointing at Britannica
Encyclopaedia’s fine print, in a time long before Google, that
when the good Lord was handing out fearlessness, Davey put
out both hands and received a cumbersome armful.
However, when it came to my turn, the merest crumb of
courage was all that was left for me on the picked-out shelves
that held the pre-natal necessities needed to get by after entering into this turbulent life. And so, to compensate, I had to take
more than my fair share of timidity; in fact, there are some days
when I regret returning for that generous second helping.
Davey said to me with his doughty self-confidence, “My auntie come to visit. She likes to dress up dollies like your mother.
Give me one right now to show my auntie.”
Touch those over-protected mother hen’s dolls while my
parents slept? Loan one to Davey for show-and-tell, and have it
returned permanently stamped with a food stain? A stampeding
herd of elephants heading in my direction could not move me,
so frozen I was with my pre-birth servings of trepidation.
But I stood firm, successfully arguing that my one objective
in life was to reach adulthood with all limbs attached. Davey left
empty-handed. I knew then I would make my way in the world.
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Persons with disabilities hard-hit by Covid-19
Dear Editor,
The Guyana Council of Organisations for Persons with
Disabilities conducted a survey of 1,500 Persons With
Disabilities to assess the impact of Covid-19 on the quality of
life for PWDs. The survey was conducted from November 1 to
December 4, 2021.
The findings of the study revealed a significant decline in
the quality of life of PWDs in Guyana. It was
found that 75 percent of respondents had limited access to healthcare due to the pandemic,
while 47.5 percent were completely unable to
access health services during the lockdown.
In addition, the majority of respondents
were of the view that their disabilities resulted
in a greater chance of them contracting Covid19.
Another key finding of the study was that
the pandemic greatly reduced the independence of respondents. The majority indicated
that both their mobility and financial independence had diminished, which in turn resulted
in a notable sense of disempowerment.
Ganesh
This is especially important given that most
respondents considered themselves to be relatively independent
prior to the pandemic with support from relatives, friends, and
benevolent members of society.
In the area of education, the PWDs that were enrolled in an

Old normal returns with
end to home-work model

educational institution prior to the pandemic had some difficulty transitioning to virtual learning. The few PWDs that were
employed prior to the pandemic and participated in the survey,
did not experience any difficulty with their employers, and none
lost their job as a result of the pandemic.
Another area that was drastically impacted was the social
lives of PWDs. Ninety-three percent of respondents enjoyed
relatively healthy social lives prior to the pandemic, which were halted due to the imposed
restrictions and lockdowns. Although many
believed that they had coped well with the
restrictions, 63 percent reported psychological and emotional distress.
It is well documented that all Guyanese
have been impacted as a result of the pandemic; however, PWDs have been more severely
affected due to their vulnerable status and
social location prior to the pandemic.
The data gathered reflects the need for
more inclusive disaster and crisis response
policies. The GCOPD remains committed to
working with relevant stakeholders to ensure
Singh
that persons with disabilities are represented
in all spheres of society.
The study was made possible with funding from the US
Embassy in Guyana.
Ganesh Singh, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
Earlier this month Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley announced that public servants are expected to
return to work in full. That statement put an end to all work
from home and rotation arrangements, proving that the Prime
Minister is mightier than the pandemic.
While this decision was sudden, it was not a surprise. The
powers that be were champing at the bit to return to the old
normal and throw away this new normal mumbo jumbo. The
innovation, flexibility, and improved work life balance had gone
on long enough.
Clearly, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Public
Administration, Claudelle McKellar, was mistaken when he told
a Joint Select Committee that work-from-home arrangements
may become a more permanent feature within the public service, as the benefits of it were recognised during the Covid-19
pandemic.
Obviously, real-time communication via virtual platforms
was contributing to the slow-walking or molasses-rate decision-making process at some State agencies. This despite the
flexibility of virtual participation, and efficiency of real-time
information-sharing via Cloud-based platforms.
Forget the lessons of Covid-19 and go back to good old ‘presenteeism’, with bodies in chairs, and paper-based systems. After
all, work is only done if you are seen doing it, on paper, sitting
under fluorescent lighting, wearing business attire, in an over
air-conditioned office.
The irony is that as recently as February 14 the Prime
Minister indicated the need for a Public Service of the 21st century. Unfortunately, he seems to believe that to achieve this we
must return to the 20th century way of doing business.
Perhaps he was nostalgic for a two-hour commute to Portof-Spain. Undoubtedly there will be another two hours on the
black carpet to get home. Do not worry, it is only four of the 24
hours available in any given day.

Keith Rowley
Surely that time would not have been better spent on healthy
activity, education, family time, spirituality, or rest. Reducing
the carbon footprint is not that important either. Enough of that
new-fangled, airy-fairy, Gen Z speak.
The old normal is here, an instant shift back to them old-time
ways. Hopefully, this reversion is a result of thorough evaluation
of performance indicators, productivity levels, and stakeholder
satisfaction.
The data must have shown that hybrid work arrangements,
adaptability, and innovation are not the way forward. Which is
interesting, considering the Prime Minister’s disparaging words
for, and personal dissatisfaction with, the old-time performance
of the Public Service.
Katrina Mooleedhar, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Dear Editor,
One of the greatest players in the history of the gentleman’s
game has passed on at the age of 52.
Shane Warne was an absolute box-office character who transcended cricket on the field and beyond the boundary. Amidst
scandals and front-page controversies, Warne took 708 wickets
in 145 Test matches for Australia.
He also took over 1,000 wickets across all formats of the game
over a stellar 15-year career.
Brian Lara described Warne as the greatest bowler he faced,
understandably so, given their duels during the peak of their
careers.
Sachin Tendulkar also had epic duels against Warne, including a lot of banter and sledging.
Warne was a master of his craft, a natural talent, and a global
ambassador for cricket. He had all the variations of spin, fizz,
and drift. He was the embodiment of an Aussie cricketer who
played the game hard and with flair.

As a young man I fondly recall Warne as captain of Rajasthan
Royals in the opening edition of the IPL in 2008, leading the
team to its maiden IPL title.
You could spot Warne from afar with his sunshine blonde
hair, sunscreen lipstick, and short run-up.
As with all international players, his love for the game carried
on in the form of coaching and commentary. You could hear his
wealth of knowledge and passion for spin bowling in his strong
Australian accent.
As a West Indian I could never forget his beef with Marlon
Samuels in the Big Bash and the 2016 T20 World Cup. The older
fans will tell you about his World Cup victories, his fielding in
the slips, his Ashes performance, the ball of the century – and
much more.
Sincere condolences to his family, friends, and loved ones.
His soul and spirit will live on in our hearts and on the field.
Thanks for the memories, Shane Keith Warne.
Kendell Karan, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Dear Editor,
The new establishment of Chuck E. Cheese, an American
global family entertainment centre and pizza restaurant, is
expected to launch in Guyana soon.
I couldn’t be more disappointed, as Guyana is focusing on
fast food franchises for too long, and these are unhealthy for
children and adults.
As is happening in the US, Guyana too is dealing with obesity, with its fast food restaurants growing rapidly over the past
years.
Fast food is considered unhealthy because it is typically
loaded with calories, sodium, and unhealthy fat — often enough
in one meal for an entire day. It also tends to be low in nutrients
and almost totally lacking in fruit, vegetables, and fibre.
Instead of opening this fast food restaurant, we should try
other business sectors that can be useful for Guyanese, such as
in the technological, or in the educational sector to build and
improve our country.
The establishment of Keto Living Guyana will be a life-saver
for many in the future. Blowing up like a balloon wouldn’t be
an embarrassing issue, since this restaurant might be the only
provider in Guyana for keto meals to the public.
Keto meals can help us lose that extra weight, and improve
our health, since it is a low-carb diet.
Stacy Da Costa, Guyana, via email.

Hindus welcome Machel Montano

Australia’s Shane Warne exits after too short a spell
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Food for thought on good health

Dear Editor,
News of Machel Montano’s performance at the Isha
Organisation in India led by Sadguru was met with joy and
congratulations by the Hindu community.
Even though Montano began his musical journey with
calypso and soca, it has led him to embrace Hinduism. On what
would have been Carnival Tuesday, a time when many Hindus
would choose to participate in the Carnival activities, the opposite is now happening.
Montano is now setting a positive example, and I hope
Hindus will follow his example with equal fervour and attend
mandirs across the land. This is a time when Hindus will fast
and keep vigil for the night-making offerings on the lingam of
Lord Shiva.
Sanatan Dharma has a place for everyone, and we welcome
Montano with open arms. It does not matter what one’s past
was. Everyone has a past. Sanatan Dharma encourages people to
seek the divine, to write a new future for themselves.
I congratulate Montano on embracing Sanatan Dharma.
Satyanand Maharaj, Trinidad & Tobago, via email.

Martyrs’ $50 still has currency

Dear Editor,
A Guyana 1976 $50 Enmore Martyrs coin was sold on eBay
earlier this month for (US) $561.97. That price is much more
than what I have ever seen for coins of this denomination.
These Enmore Martyrs coins are the largest coins ever made
for the Bank of Guyana. They are nearly
two inches in diameter, and are made
of sterling silver. The $50 denomination is one of ten denominations minted at the Franklin
Mint in 1976 to commemorate
Guyana’s tenth anniversary of
Independence.
Only 1,101 Enmore Martyrs
coins were made. Out of this total,
1001 were minted in proof grade with brilliant background and frosted features.
The other 100 were minted with a dull background and no
lustrous features. Both types are relatively rare.
In more than 20 years of seeking them, I have seen just one
of the non-lustrous set. The coin sold earlier this month was of
the brilliant lustrous type. These are easier to find. I have seen
nine of them.
Tulsi Dyal Singh, US, via email.
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Time to take regional food security off the back burner

T

he quest for food security has been on
and off the regional agenda for more
than two decades. It has recently resurfaced in the wake of higher food prices, global
shortages, and a soaring food bill, which collectively expose weaknesses in food security in
the region.
The truth is Caricom
members have always recognised the need to reduce
the region’s food bill, and
more so, the necessity for
regional food security.
However, although there is
ample commitment on “paper” about food
security, there has been little decisive action
beyond talks at the boardroom table.
In fact, there is little evidence that regional
leaders, with the exception of Guyana, are
committed to the development of agriculture
in the region. Arguably, Guyana has the greatest potential in agriculture in the region, but
the sector has not lived up to expectations
in spite of the government’s commitment to
expand production.
In Guyana’s 2022 Budget, it was reiterated
that despite the country’s status as an oil-producing nation, it is continuing to place heavy
emphasis on the agricultural sector. In fact,
Guyana has taken a leading role in the regional
and hemispheric agricultural development and
expansion of agriculture, and has assumed
responsibility for the agriculture sector as
Chair of Caricom’s Special Ministerial Task
Force on Food Production and Food Security.
The budget noted that Guyana is committed to the Caricom Twenty-Five by 25
initiative, which aims to cut the extra-regional
food import bill by 2025. The government
recognises that this regional commitment is, in
fact, a golden opportunity for Guyana to finally
realise its potential as the breadbasket of the
Caribbean – a half of a century old unfulfilled
dream.
The country, according to the Budget, will
focus on ramping up domestic production
as well as agro-processing capabilities, work
with the region to remove all historic barriers
and impediments to intra-regional trade, and
widely promote agri-business.
And on another front, Guyana’s President
Irfaan Ali, re-affirmed the nation’s willingness
to collaborate with Caricom countries, and the
wider Caribbean, in ensuring food security
earlier this month at a meeting of the Caricom/
Central American Integration System.
To advance this agenda, a meeting has
been proposed between the Central American
Agricultural Council and Caricom’s Special
Ministerial Task Force on Food Production
and Food Security.
The ultimate goal is to establish a regional
and extra-regional food-security architecture
that could result in a new and ambitious agenda to transform the regional agricultural sector
towards full commercialisation and enhanced
competitiveness to better meet the food and
nutrition needs of the region.
Undoubtedly, Guyana, the region’s largest
food producer, has a special interest in fulfilling food demand in the region. Long regarded
as the “food bowl of the Caribbean”, the country has the potential to meet the region’s food
needs, but it has recognised that this potential
can only materialise if there is domestic, as well
as regional commitment, to develop the largely
neglected sector.
As a result, Guyana has been wooing its
Caribbean counterparts to assist it with developing its agriculture sector with the intent of
achieving regional food security, albeit with
limited success.
The country opened its doors to countries
in the region to exploit Guyana’s agricultural
resources with the aim of enhancing food security and reducing poverty in the Caribbean.
Arguably, it is anticipated that businesses from
these countries would make the necessary capi-

tal expenditure that is necessary to
foster the development of agriculture.
On the other hand, Caricom has
in the past claimed that the region’s
agriculture agenda was moving full
speed ahead. The regional body previously
noted
that there will be
a
fundamental
transformation of
Dwarka
the region’s agriLakhan
culture sector that
would initiate a
shift to a marketoriented, internationally competitive
and environmentally sound production policies.
This will in turn facilitate improved
income and employment opportunities, nutrition security, and poverty
alleviation. But the region is still at
square one with more talks on the
agenda.
Incidentally, the constraints to
agricultural development have not necessarily
changed for decades. Caricom’s efforts at reexamining what is already known are simply a
waste of time. Now is the time for action.
Ironically, the record of solidarity among
Caribbean governments is far from reassuring. This is largely due to a myriad of factors, among them varying levels of wealth,
geographic size, and population, and differing
political configurations, foreign policies, trade
relations, and national expectations.
The truth is solidarity among Caribbean
countries is a dream, especially when it comes
to making sacrifices – adding to the operational problems of regional institutions like
Caricom.
No doubt, individual governments will most
likely embark on their own initiatives to promote agricultural development, regardless of
potential co-operation at a regional level.
Guyana, for instance is striving to leverage
its vast relative geographic size and comparative advantage to capitalise on large-scale food
production to satisfy regional demand, and to
foster its own economic development.
It goes without saying that the region’s rising food imports and dependency on foreign
suppliers have been on the front burner ever
since Caricom was established almost four
decades ago. However, regional governments
have largely chosen to focus on the service and
tourism sectors.
Paradoxically, Guyana’s call for a reduction
in the regional food bill is apparently falling
on deaf ears because its own food bill has more
than doubled over the past decade.
The reason for Guyana’s greater food bill can
be partially attributed to higher import prices,
but it is evident that supposedly higher domestic food production has not had an impact on
the consumption of foreign goods.
Arguably, the affinity of Guyanese to foreign
foods has continued unabated – a reality that is
no different in its regional counterparts.
Now, the problem of food security is so
serious that the very foundation of Caricom is
being threatened as individual countries seek
to fulfill their demand for food extra-regionally, rather than seeking a collective solution to
the food crisis among member countries.
In as much as agriculture has been on
Guyana’s agenda for many years, there has been
weak integration of implementation efforts,
resulting in sporadic ventures that have engendered limited success. In fact, over time there
have been more failures than successes in
a broad spectrum of agribusinesses, ranging
from processing facilities to livestock development.
Other countries in the region have had
similar experiences. The solution to the problem lies in regional co-operation that leverages
the comparative advantage of each country
in specific food crops. This involves planning
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and commitment, which have not been forthcoming. As a result, the region’s food bill will
remain high.
According to official figures for the nine
Caribbean countries, among them Barbados,
Guyana, and Trinidad and Tobago, funding
for agriculture has either remained constant,
or has decreased. Only one of these countries
– Guyana – maintained the same budgetary
allocation to the sector. In the other countries,
the budgetary allocation had largely declined,
indicating the relative “unimportance” of agriculture.
Incidentally, Caricom’s imported food bill
stands at an estimated (US) $6 billion, with the
Bahamas, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago
being the biggest importers. Processed and

canned foods, which can be produced locally,
account for the largest component of imports.
The US presently accounts for close to 60
percent of all agricultural and food imports by
Caribbean countries.
There is no doubt that achieving regional
food sustainability is a reality. However, there
has to be movement beyond the board room
table.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8

indocaribbeanworld.com | march 16, 2022

GUYANA

Policy ideas for a modern, universal safety net in Guyana
By Tameshwar N. Lilmohan
he actual and expected boom of the economy provides an excellent opportunity
for the government to implement structural policies to remove the scourge of poverty
in Guyana. The IMF forecasted the economy to
double in GDP from [all currency in USD] $7.8bn
in 2021 to $14.1bn in 2025.
How will this phenomenal economic growth
impact the 35 percent of the population living
below the poverty line? Will the wealth increase
the gap between the rich and poor, or will it be
used to increase the happiness and well-being
of all the people? Will the Human Development
Index grow concomitantly with the growth of the
GDP?
Tax incentives increase the disposable income
of income earners. It has no impact on the population’s 15 percent underemployed, or the 32 percent
unemployed young persons, who are unable to
earn an income due to lack of employable skills
and opportunities.
The success of a country is not measured only
by impressive GDP and tax incentives, but in large
part by the enduring development of its people and
their capabilities. In addition to income measures,
it would require a study of the multi-dimensional
non-income measures such as deprivation of education, health,
and other living standards.
This article briefly addresses some policy suggestions for
designing a modern universal social safety net that is fair, equitable, and transparent to build a just and progressive Guyana.
These policy suggestions will need to be fleshed out. The defects
of the current system need to be determined, and effective
change must be implemented without actual or perceived unfair
ethnic, or regional favouritism.
It does not address the wider socio-economic dimensions of
the country, such as the impact of oil versus non-oil economy,
capital versus current expenditure allocations, and climate
change. It also does not pretend to provide an exclusive analysis. It begs for an inclusive discussion of the subject matter as a
pressing and existential aspect of a comprehensive long-term
socio-economic framework for human development for all
Guyanese.

program.
The housing sector can be broadly grouped into
those who can afford housing through the operation of the marketplace, and those who cannot
afford housing through the marketplace. Further,
the marketplace may not cater for the special
needs of groups such as the elderly, persons with
disabilities, and those seeking refuge from abuse.
Countries have different criteria for measuring
affordability. Generally, housing becomes unaffordable when housing costs exceed 30 percent of
one’s disposable income. The government should
embark on a National Housing Strategy with specific goals and time frames to provide subsidised
housing for vulnerable members of the population.
Assistance in the rental, ownership, and cooperative ownership of housing can be undertaken
by the government through participating private,
public, and not-for-profit agencies for temporary
and permanent affordable housing. There must be
continuous financing to keep the national housing
strategy financially viable for the long-term.
Universal free education, and affordable housing, will be dealt with in future articles as these
matters deserves full attention.

T

National Insurance Scheme
This scheme is designed for the needs of the adult working
population. Besides the dollar payment, based on contributions,
it should provide a mechanism for securing reliable employment services to the unemployed, seasonal employment, and
new industries. This must include income support, along with
training and skills framed around the policy trajectory of the
economy and labour/service market.
Many countries are scrambling to figure out how to cope
with the labour fall-out of the Covid-19 pandemic. The NIS
should have built-in-flexibility to cope with periodic increase
in benefits during extraordinary life event situations. Knee-jerk
reactions such as one-off lump-sum handouts will bring temporary relief, but cannot deal with long-term impact on the labour
force and the economy.
Income Support Programs
The government has a golden opportunity to reduce poverty
by implementing programs aimed at vulnerable groups of the
population, so that no household lives below the poverty line.
Poverty is experienced by having insufficient money to pay for
the necessities of life, such as food, clothing, shelter and utilities,
and transportation.
Universal Child Benefit
Guyana is party to the UN Convention on the Right of the
Child, where it promised to protect children rights, and to make
sure children enjoy all the rights in this Convention, specifically,
that children have the right to food, clothing, and a safe place
to live so they can survive and develop in the best possible way.
The government can fulfill this promise by helping families
and children who cannot afford this. Many countries have child
benefit programs, whereby each family is provided with a dollar amount periodically, usually monthly, for each child to the
age of 18 years old. Countries with progressive taxation systems experiment with household income tests to fix graduated
amount per child. Others have implemented universal fixed
amount for each child regardless of household income levels
on the rationale that all children are equal, and the simplicity of
executing the programme.
Some percentage of the basic cost of living index can be used
to fix the amount per child. Instead of discretionary one-off
cash grant, a tax-free monthly benefit should be given for each
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child to help parents and caregivers shoulder the costs of raising
children in Guyana. No child should be left behind.
Universal Elderly Supplement
The elderly represents one of the most vulnerable members
of our society. Many depend on NIS, but a large percentage
do not qualify for this benefit. Their working lives may entail
activities that caused insufficient, or no contributions to be
made to the Scheme. A guaranteed elderly supplement pegged,
at least, at the minimum cost of living index, should be available
for the elderly with disposable income below a certain annual
indexed amount.
For a fair and equitable basis, all elderly individuals could be
paid a fixed amount (as is currently in place), and the supplement will be paid to those as a top-up to guarantee a minimum
standard of living.
Universal Less-abled Benefit
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
requires participating governments to implement policies to
respect the dignity of persons with disabilities and to provide for
their full participation and inclusion in the society.
In addition to the need for sufficient money to pay for the
necessities of life, persons with disabilities require enabling
aids and accessories, including hearing, visual, mobility, and
personal support, and behavioural assessment and intervention.
Providing appropriate disability tax credits will go a long
way to enhance the ability of differently-abled persons to fully
participate in the economy.
Qualifying for public assistance should not be done as a matter of discretion of assessment officers, but must be structured,
with fair and transparent criteria, to provide benefits as of right
to those deserving of assistance.
Mental health of the population must be given immediate
priority. A modern Mental Health Act is needed to lay out the
powers and duties of mental health facilities with clear guidelines for assessment, care, and treatment.
Universal Health Care
The physical, spiritual, mental, and emotional health of a
nation’s population is essential for the social and economic
development of the country. Guyana can distinguish itself as
a progressive nation by implementing a national health plan
providing universal and equitable access to doctor and hospital
services throughout Guyana.
This will entail availability of medical service without paying from your pocket, plus limited drugs coverage based on a
combination of factors such as age, income, and employment to
reduce undue financial hardship.
Guyanese deserve world class health care. The high suicide
rate in Guyana must be taken seriously that happy healthy
people do not kill themselves.
Universal Free Education & National Housing Strategy
Access to the means for education and life skills is vital to
the success of a country’s future. It is not beyond the government’s treasury to provide all academic and skill-set education,
including textbooks, computer, uniforms, and transportation,
free from elementary level to university level. The transition of
Guyana into an industrialised nation can be greatly enhanced
by the immediate implementation of a nation-wide trade skills

Open to Abuse
Free money and benefits are open to abuse by the population
and the bureaucracy alike. It is, therefore, essential that these
programmes are fair, equitable, and transparent with sufficient
safeguards and independent stewardship.
They cannot be determined by ad hoc ministerial discretion,
but must be based on sound economic and social policies that
will guarantee regular long-term support for the population
with special needs.
Progressive countries have found that their Revenue
Authorities are in the best position to collect and process financial information to ensure that those who truly are deserving of
these means-test programmes benefit from them.
Guyana Revenue Authority can play a meaningful role in
the successful operation of these programmes. GRA is in the
pivotal position to gather qualifying information and to monitor
payments and overpayments, while having the ability to recoup
overpayments from future entitlements.
It is time GRA take up its rightful mantle as a world-class
outfit ready and able to play an integral role in a humane and
progressive Guyana.
Irresponsible call to abolish Income Tax
Abolishing Income Tax on the premise of windfall revenues
from oil and gas is, at best, short-sighted. These revenues should
be utilised to fortify Guyana’s physical, industrial, agricultural,
manufacturing, educational, medical, and housing infrastructure to buffer against the Dutch disease looming in the horizon.
Instead of legalising the avoidance of paying taxes on income
and sales, the tax system should be strengthened to close loopholes. Greater penalties should be imposed on tax avoiders,
while incentivising compliance. The taxation system needs to be
fair, equitable and transparent. A just income tax system must
contribute to the public good, rather than towards national debt
and private benefit. The programmes suggested in this article
will certainly satisfy the public good.
Moving in the right direction
The 2022 budget estimates allocate (G) $115bn to the social
services sector, representing 20 percent of the budget with an
increase of 17 percent over the previous year. A long-term
strategic plan with specific national programmes, such as universal child benefit and senior supplement, would have greatly
enhanced the value of the budget in line with the Government’s
National Development Priority.
After all, the benefit of social expenditure must be linked
to human development to improve the poorest economic,
social, cultural, educational, health, and civic capabilities under
defined living and regional conditions. Balanced regional development, correcting regional disparities, will enhance integration
and unity among all the people.
I believe that President Irfaan Ali, and the government mean
well for all the population, rich and poor. There are many admirable social benefit programs already in place.
I am confident that the government will soon explore and
incorporate the policy suggestions mentioned in this document
in a comprehensive long-term national strategic plan.
Central to its success will be appropriate professional advice
and broad consultation with the affected population. More capital expenditure for laying down the infrastructure for a modern
social service sector will be a welcome start.
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COMMUNITY MOVERS

In attendance (left to right, front row): Councillors Joanne Dies and Lisa Bower;
Khemraj Koonjbeharry, Cecil Ramnauth, Mayor Shaun Collier, Councillors Marilyn
Crawford & Sterling Lee, Raj Thayanandan, Ramesh Rajasingham; in the back
row, left to right: Puneet Aujla, Councillor Rob Tyler Morin, Shiva Mahadeo, Sam
Persaud, Pandit Rabindranauth Tiwari, Ryan Stephenson, & Farah Eshranji.

Ward 3 Councillor, Lisa Bower opens
the proceedings

Town of Ajax Mayor Shaun Collier
addresses the gathering

Hanuman Mandir, HF thanked for commitment to environmental stewardship
From Page 1
dignified way.
The park is located near the one adopted by Devi Mandir,
and where the AUM sign stands as a symbol of hope, healing,
and eternal peace.
The proceedings were opened by Ward 3 Councillor, Lisa
Bower, who acknowledged the land on which the gathering
stood is the traditional territory of the Anishinaabe Mississauga,
is adjacent to The Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation,
and is in the territory covered by the Williams Treaty.
In his remarks, Collier noted that the unveiling of the plaque
was taking place on an auspicious day that signified Shiva and
Shakti. Also, Collier said it was symbolic of the light of knowledge overcoming the darkness of ignorance in the world today.
He also recognised and thanked the Hindu Federation, and
the SMHM, for their commitment to environmental stewardship, and for their leadership as volunteers in raising funds to
plant trees.
Accomplishing these goals will improve biodiversity,
strengthen the shoreline, and expand the scenic elegance of

sustainable green space, he declared.
Collier also announced that the Town of Ajax will partner
with the Hindu Federation to donate 500 trees to the tree planting project.
Also attending the gathering was Sam Persaud, Treasurer of
the Hindu Federation.
In his address, Persaud informed the gathering about the
goals and objectives of the HF regarding the acquisition and
care of Ash Scattering Sites in the GTA and beyond.
He also indicated that the tree planting template was leveraged from the success of the Pickering side of the shoreline,
which was completed last year by the TRCA with funding from
Lotus Funeral Home in Etobicoke.
The Ajax side is now the focus for completion of the project,
he said.
Also addressing the gathering was Cecil Ramnauth, community leader, and ambassador of the HF. He thanked the Town of
Ajax for its partnership, and for its responsiveness to the culturally diverse and inclusive needs of the community via what he
described as being an engaging and sustainable approach.

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Ramnauth also singled out the efforts made by Councillor
Bower, and expressed gratitude for her valued engagement and
commitment to see the project to completion.
Director of the Ajax Crematorium and Visitation Centre,
Puneet Aujla, was also thanked for the funeral home’s corporate
sponsorship, for his significant financial pledge to restoration
work, and for his ongoing commitment to community outreach.
Ramnauth also took the opportunity to advocate for a name
for the park, recommending “Peace Park”.
As he noted, the name resonates with the history of the Town
of Ajax, and is in alignment with the shared activities of a public
space.
In its adoption of the park, SMHM has agreed to assume the
duties and responsibilities consistent with cleaning and reporting as outlined in a memorandum of understanding with the
Town of Ajax.
At this time fundraising is underway, with a community tree
planting currently scheduled to take place on May 14 starting
at 9:00 a.m.
(With files by Cecil Ramnauth)

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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HELP US
BUILD
ONTARIO

From single family homes to
midrise on mainstreets in Toronto,
to Parliament Hill in Ottawa, to
goldmines in Sudbury to power
plants, offices, hospitals and schools
all over the province – we do it all!

The Carpenters’ Union

JOIN TODAY

organizing@thecarpentersunion.ca

We Offer Among the Best Benefits,
Pension & Wages in the Industry

Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
www.thecarpentersunion.ca | 905.652.4140
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Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

CAL & Curaçao Tourist Board representatives meet (from left), CAL’s Marketing
Manager, Sharon Marquez-Dass; Executive Manager, Marketing & Loyalty,
Alicia Cabrera; Curaçao Tourist Board Regional Manager Caribbean & Meeting,
Incentives Conventions & Events, Janine De Windt, CAL Sales Executive Trinidad,
Janelle Gangoo, and CEO High Calibre Events T&T, Dahlia Mohammed

CAL resumes service to Curaçao

Port-of-Spain – Starting April 5 Caribbean
Airlines will resume twice-weekly service
between Trinidad and Curaçao. The non-stop,
return flights between Piarco International and
Curaçao International Airports will operate on
Tuesdays and Fridays.
According to a release from CAL, the schedule is timed to facilitate convenient regional
and international connections throughout
CAL’s network.
CAL also revealed that its Tuesdays flights
to Curaçao are nonstop from Port-of-Spain.
However, on Wednesdays its flights will go
through Guyana. As indicated on its website,
ticket prices start at (US) $345 one way.
Also, earlier this month CAL began flying to Houston, Texas. Houston is Caribbean
Airlines’ fifth US destination, and flights will
be operated using the airline’s brand new 737-8
aircraft.
CAL’s direction with its Huston move is to
tap into Guyana’s burgeoning oil and gas sector

by shuttling workers back and forth. Several
major energy companies have headquarters in
Houston, including BP, Shell, and ExxonMobil.
Back in 2020 CAL was granted approval by
the US Department of Transportation to operate flights to Houston. However, the Covid-19
pandemic, and the closure of Trinidad and
Tobago’s borders forced the airline to suspend
its expansion plans.
Direct flights to Houston are from Guyana,
and leave Trinidad on Wednesdays at 3.30
p.m., with BW702 arriving in Georgetown at
4.40 p.m. for a brief stop to pick up passengers.
The flight then leaves for Texas, arriving in
Houston at 10.35 p.m.
Travellers from Trinidad also have an earlier
option to leave at 2.15 p.m. for Guyana instead
on BW526. However, a change of aircraft
in Guyana will be required, as BW526 then
continues on to New York’s JFK International
Airport.
Visit CAL’s website for flight information.

Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.

Click on Ad To Go To Amazon
All Proceeds Go To Charity

LAW OFFICE

General Practice
•
•
•
•
•

OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191

By Appointment Only

150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4

12

Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
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Better savings start here

RESHMA AUDHO

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

PHOTOGRAPHER

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Tel: 647-237-9816

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com
@tintaleephotography

INST

1201717CN.1

/tintaleephotography

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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Role models Camille & Ananda working hard to fulfil their dreams
By Dhanpaul Narine
amille Ramkaran
and Ananda Penate
are cousins. They
are bright, beautiful, and
talented, and are making a
wonderful contribution to their
community.
Camille was born in
Queens, New York. Her mom
is Achmanie and her dad is
Hansrai, and both are from
West Coast of Demerara, in
Guyana. There is also a sister
Tiffany who is doing well in
college.
Camille attended St Mary’s
Gate of Heaven Catholic School
and PS 65 and MS 202. Her
favourite subject was Science,
Talented cousins — Camille Ramkaran &
A wonderful group — at centre
and teacher Miss Nanda from
Ananda Penate
of the family
PS 65 was particularly helpful.
Camille then went to Forest Hills High School. She excelled
Camille is mindful of the many persons that have inspired
in science subjects. She recalls that teacher Mangru was an
her. Her parents, Hansrai and Achmanie are a tower of
inspiration. It was now time for college, and Camille was
strength, as are her grandparents Diawattee and Khemraj
accepted to York College where she studied for a Bachelor of
Ramkaran.
Science Degree.
She is grateful to Professor Peter Jackson from York College,
Camille graduated in 2012 and began working at New York
who was a mentor, and her grandfather (Aja) Khemraj, for his
Presbyterian Hospital as a Clinical Laboratory Scientist. But
guidance.
she did not rest on her laurels.
Camille loves to travel and lists Florence and Rome as two
In 2018, she completed her Master’s Degree. Camille
of her favourite places.
specialised in Hematology, or the study of blood. Her job was
Ananda Penate is Camille’s cousin. She was born in Caracas,
to analyse blood samples, and give the results to the doctors.
Venezuela. She remembers a beautiful city with its skyscrapers
While she was at Presbyterian, she was responsible for the
and picturesque valleys, and warm and friendly peoples.
samples for the entire hospital, including the Oncology Unit,
Ananda’s mom is Kamla and her dad is Roberto. Kamla is a
and Breast Cancer Lab.
teacher that has shaped many lives.
Camille became a Supervisor at Northwell in Bayshore. She
There is also an older brother Nitai, who is a teacher in New
then moved to the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
York. Ananda attended PS 62 and MS 137. Her high school
as a Lead Technologist. After a year, she was promoted to
was Queens High School for the Sciences, at York College. She
a Technical Specialist. She excelled, and was promoted to a
recalls that her teachers were helpful and friendly.
Laboratory Supervisor. She has a staff under her supervision.
After graduation in 2008, she decided to enroll at the
At this rate, the stars are the limit for this brilliant young lady.
Pharmacy School at St John’s University. The course lasted

C

are Diawattee & Khemraj Ramkaran, the inspiration
for six years. It was a challenging, but rewarding experience,
and Ananda graduated in 2014 with her Doctor of Pharmacy
Degree.
She was able to land a job with a top Pharmacy company.
Ananda enjoys her job and she loves to help the public.
Ananda admires her parents. They worked hard to raise a
great family, and her mom Kamla went back to school to get
qualified to teach in New York, with the support of Roberto.
One of Ananda’s friends is Keshia who is an inspiration,
and who is working hard to make a difference. Ananda loves
movies, reading, and art. She likes Paris for its arts and culture,
and is impressed by the Roman baths, in the City of Bath, in
England.
Camille and Ananda would like to see young people work
hard, be respectful, follow their dreams, and put their hearts
into their work.
We are lucky to have Camille and Ananda in our
community. They are excellent role models that personify the
best of America. We salute their achievements in this ‘Women’s
History Month’, and we wish them all the best in the future.

My Community.
My Lifestyle.
My Career.

Brampton Fire
and
Emergency
Services
is recruiting
for firefighters

Apply online by
March 21, 2022 at 12pm EST
at bramptonfire.com

Bramptonfire
@BramptonFireES
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Guyana govt opened to investment, committed to diaspora
By Dhanpaul Narine
His Excellency, Sam Hinds,
uyana’s Prime
is Guyana’s Ambassador to the
Minister, Brigadier
US. He was Prime Minister
(Ret) Mark Phillips,
for a number of years, and
said that Guyana is open for
was President of Guyana for
investment and is committed
a short while. He recalled his
to working with the diaspora,
visit to New York in 1991 with
and has called on Guyanese
Dr Cheddi Jagan.
to make use of the many
It is important that the
opportunities that currently
history be documented. At
exist.
that time, the PPP/Civic
Prime Minister Phillips
was fighting for a return to
made these remarks at a
Dhanpaul with his friend, Ambassador Sam Hinds
Dr Alex Singh (l-r), PM Mark Phillips & Romeo Hitlall democracy in Guyana. Dr
breakfast that was hosted in
Jagan made a number of visits
his delegation’s honour by the Richmond Hill-South Ozone
to New York to meet with the diaspora, and a function was
Park Lions Club, in New York. The Club’s president, Romeo
arranged to introduce Hinds.
Hitlall, welcomed all. He stated that he was pleased to see the
The late Ramesh D. Kalicharran, and businessman Yashpal
Prime Minister and his delegation that included Ambassador
Soi, teamed up and arranged a dinner, and fundraiser for Dr
Sam Hinds, Minister of Local Government, Nigel Dharamlall,
Jagan.
and Head of the Diaspora Unit, Rosalinda Rasul. Hitlall made
At the 1991 function, Hinds was introduced to New Yorkers
the point that too often the diaspora has been left out of
by Dhanpaul Narine. A substantial sum of money was raised to
policy-making in Guyana, despite the promises.
help the PPP/Civic in its campaign.
“We need to feel connected. We want to be involved, but
Ambassador Hinds said he found Dr Jagan to be a
many feel that they are left out. This is why the visits are
humanitarian, a man committed to his people. When he
important,” he said.
became President, Dr Jagan fought for a new human order, in
The meeting comprised members of the Richmond Hillwhich the resources of the world could be distributed fairly, to
PM Phillips & Hacks Halal staff that catered the event prevent hunger and poverty.
South Ozone Park Lions Club, members of the PPP/Civic for
Guyana, Behari Lall of Caribbean Food Distribution, Attorney
she was delighted to be in the New York diaspora, and she
Sadly, Dr Jagan did not live to see his dream come to
Todd Greenberg, Christian Latchana of All Purpose Electric,
would be pleased to listen to the concerns. She acknowledged
fruition, but his ideas continue to inspire others.
Ronald Singh and Meir Weinraub of Independent Computer
that the diaspora has much to offer, but there has to be a
Prime Minister Phillips said that the visit to New York
Maintenance, Mike Sharma of Sharma Construction Group,
dialogue.
was to connect with the Guyanese diaspora. He recalled his
Fazila Razack of Fazie Restaurant, Narzim Mohamed of
“We are open to listen to all the challenges. I am here to
last visit five months ago when a number of meetings were
Impulse Lounge NYC, and Dimple Willabus, Candidate for
listen and learn and to find out how we can work together to
held with various organisations. His message was, “We are
Assembly District 59.
make Guyana a better place,” she said.
one Guyanese. The biggest group of Guyanese live in North
Also in attendance were Yvonne Sohan, Adrian Dial of
Minister Dharamlall spoke about his portfolio. He is the
America. We want to connect with all of them, especially the
Adrian Construction Group, Dr Alex Singh of Little Guyana
Minister of Local Government and Regional Development,
children born from Guyanese parents”.
Pharmacy, Chitra Singh of Renee K. Productions, Nalini
with a substantial list of duties. He is responsible for the
Prime Minister Phillips also pointed out that Guyana is
Racktoo of Hacks Halall Restaurant, and Gemini Lounge, and
Regional Democratic Councils, and the towns. He handles a
one of the fastest growing economies in Latin America, with a
her entire staff, Farook Juman from WPAT 930 AM radio,
wide range of development issues at the local level.
GDP of over 45 per cent. It is the hot-spot for investment.
and the vintage Naidoo Veerapen, who is secretary of the
Dharamlall believes that his Ministry is doing a great job,
He said that the PPP/Civic is working hard to make sure
Richmond Hill-South Ozone Park Lions Club.
despite the challenges. He said that Guyana is moving forward, that the manifesto is implemented, and in a transparent
A number of remarks were made at the event. Rasul said
and urged the diaspora to get on board.
manner.
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www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

Happy Holi 2022

Specialists in Homemade Plait
Bread, Pine Tarts, Tennis Rolls,
Dhal Pouri, Salara, Chinese Cakes,
Cassava Pone, Currants Rolls,
& lots more.
Cocktail size pastries available.
All Products 100% Vegetarian.
Products available at No Frills
& select Canadian Superstores
across the GTA.

416-754-4181

1220 Ellesmere Rd., #30, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 2X5
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Diaspora Must Reads

Understanding strategic management

Sumesar-Rai, Kerry: Strategic Management: Strategic
Planning Manual for Strategic Thinkers
trategic Management: Strategic Planning Manual
for Strategic Thinkers sets out to fill what its author
describes as an absence of understanding about strategic
management. As Sumesar-Rai says, it is a manual that attempts
to make a somewhat complex concept user-friendly.
The text focuses on Strategic Planning and Strategic
Management, noting that both pursuits are critically required
by all enterprises: profit and non-profit, government and nongovernment, and all types of enterprises. It is also needed by
very large, large, medium, small, and micro businesses.
As a manual, it attempts to remove the veil of complexity
from critical functional tools, and so make them more userfriendly. It also makes available critical management tools for
students, as well accessible to practitioners in the field.
Strategic Management: Strategic Planning Manual for
Strategic Thinkers provides readers with a user friendly model
for strategic plan development. The basic idea behind the work
is to get people involved in productive activities, organisations,
and community groups in the culture of strategic thinking,
planning, and management.
Sumesar-Rai is based in Trinidad and Tobago, and is a
leadership and management consultant; he also specialises in
strategic solutions for excellence, and is a former lecturer at the
UWI. Strategic Management: Strategic Planning Manual for
Strategic Thinkers is available on Amazon.

S

T

he midwife arrived with her black leather bag 15
minutes after the phone call. She hurried to the
bedroom. The teen father-to-be closed the apartment
door and followed, but the bedroom door slammed in his face.
He stood for a moment and stared at the door before making
a cup of coffee. He had already prepared the basin of warm
water and rags, and placed them in the room as the midwife
had instructed during the telephone conversation.
Mona’s moans made him want to rush into the bedroom
and comfort her. His shaking hands placed the coffee mug on
the side table beside his reclining chair. He stared at the blank
TV screen and listened to the
movements in the bedroom,
on the alert to spring into
action if necessary. He had to
stay vigilant in case a crisis
required a quick rush to the
hospital’s emergency ward.
He had heard horror stories
of ambulances arriving too
late to save lives.
He had a half-thought
to start the car and leave it
running in the parking lot to
keep it warm but shelved the
idea. He did not have enough
gas in the tank to keep it running. Besides, Mona had chosen
to have home delivery, and he had to trust her judgment
and her confidence in Ms Waldron, the midwife, who had
delivered Mona 19 years earlier.
Barely a year out of high school, the sweethearts had moved
in together after Mona had become pregnant. They had found
minimum paying jobs at local establishments, and had rented
a one-bedroom apartment in the low-rent section of the city’s
core area to prepare for the arrival of the baby. Mona had used
her savings to buy an old, rusted hatchback car, which Peter
only used for short runs of commuting to work and buying
groceries. Mona was never interested in acquiring a driver’s
license.
Peter’s grip on the armrest tightened with each increase in
frequency and volume of Mona’s agonising screams. He wanted
to burst into the room and hold her hand, but the vision of Ms
Waldron’s stern countenance strapped him to his recliner. He
listened to the midwife’s coaching of Mona, and breathed with
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Nine Caribbean writers on Bocas Prize longlist

N

ine writers with roots in five different Caribbean
countries are on the longlist for the 2022 OCM Bocas
Prize for Caribbean Literature.
Out of the nine books longlisted for the 2022 Prize, seven
are written by women, with five being debut books. Also, all
nine authors have roots in Caribbean countries: two are from
Trinidad and Tobago, with the others from Cuba, Jamaica,
Barbados, Haiti, Canada, and the US.
The 2022 OCM Bocas Prize for
Caribbean Literature recognises books
in three genres: poetry, fiction, and
literary non-fiction, and are by authors
of Caribbean birth or citizenship that
were published in the preceding year. It
is sponsored by One Caribbean Media,
owner of the Trinidad Express newspaper,
TV6, and the OCM radio network.
Speaking to the books in the longlist,
the judges cite US-based HaitianCanadian writer Myriam J. A. Chancy’s
fourth novel, What Storm, What
Thunder, as “a work of great force and
beauty – profound in its literary and
historical breadth and reach”.
They add, “Set in the before-and-after
of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, Chancy’s
narrators give texture to the everyday, to
the delicate work of holding and piecing
a life back together.”
The debut novels also held the judges
attention, with Barbadian Cherie Jones’ How the One-Armed
Sister Sweeps Her House described as “a panoramic story of
love, grief, trauma, and resilience”.
The judges add, “Jones writes with a powerful sense of
place, unfalteringly truthful in this portrait of violence and
survival. Compelling in its drama and dazzling in its cast,
Jones’s novel is a singular and unforgettable achievement."
Another debut work of fiction is Trinidadian Celeste
Mohammed’s Pleasantview, described as a “novel in stories”.
“With its interlocked stories, Mohammed has found
a daring new way to paint the portrait of a community.
Pleasantview as a gripping read, written with a deep sense of
connection to people and place, both affectionate and loving,
while clear-eyed and critical,” the judges remarked.

For the judges’ choices in poetry, the longlist brings together
three books of diverse styles that explore the continuum of the
past and its shaping of the present.
In Thinking With Trees, the debut book by Jamaica-born,
UK-based Jason Allen-Paisant, the reader is invited to “think
about a perpetual condition of ‘marronage’ for the Caribbean
writer”, the judges note.
Also, the collection “explores nature as a sacred palace for
recollection in another tranquillity, far
from the one proposed by [William]
Wordsworth, a recollection that makes
memory present, that heals from the past
of marginalisation”.
In another book of poetry, What Noise
Against the Cane, yet another the debut
publication, Trinidad and Tobago-born,
US-based Desiree C. Bailey “reimagines
archival history into a living, breathing,
memento of tragic witnessing”.
As the judges note, in the poems
“violence acts on the practice of writing
…The book itself is inhabited by various
levels of language that intertwine to make
present the multiple races and histories
that inform each piece”.
The second book of poems by
Jamaican Monica Minott, Zion Roses, is
about “a poet that understands voice and
voicing”, the judges say.
They add, “Some of the more startling
poems are dramatic monologues... the personal and the
political, memory and history give an all-encompassing view
of Caribbean women-centred thought”.
For the non-fiction category, the judges selected Cuba: An
American History by Ada Ferrer; an essay collection, Things
I Have Withheld by US-based Jamaican Kei Miller; and The
Disordered Cosmos: A Journey into Dark Matter, Spacetime and
Dreams Deferred by Barbadian-American Chanda PrescodWeinstein.
The judges will announce the winners in the three genre
categories on March 27. The winners will go on to compete for
the overall Prize of (US) $10,000, to be announced on April
30 during the 12th annual NGC Bocas Lit Fest. Each category
winner will receive (US) $3,000.

The Supernatural

Ho m e De li ve r y

the same rhythm and depth as his girlfriend.
Already tensed from the events in the bedroom, Peter
jumped at a loud thud on the door. He froze and listened for
sounds in the hallway. Wobbly knees propelled him to the
apartment door. After peering through the eye-level peephole
on the door, he opened it a
crack, but his limited vision
forced him to swing it fully
open to lean out and glance
both ways into the hallway. It
was empty.
Three gift-wrapped
boxes with different colored
ribbons and bows on the
floor caught his attention. He
automatically picked them up
and brought them into the
apartment. The mystery of
who sent the gifts, and who
delivered them plagued him
when he closed and locked the apartment door. He placed
them on the kitchen table, wondering why they felt warm in
the middle of winter.
Mona’s scream weakened his knees. He leaned against the
kitchen counter and stared at the bedroom wall, on full alert
to spring into action at a moment’s notice. His heart pounded
and he perked up his hearing.
A movement at the side of his eye made him gasp. He stared
in horror when the bows on the gift boxes slowly slipped open,
allowing the gift papers to unwrap and flatten themselves
on the table. The lids on each box raised a few inches by
themselves. Mists, matching the colours of the ribbons on
each box, seeped out and wrapped themselves around their
respective containers and wrapping papers, making them
disappear completely.
Peter’s legs turned to jelly. He slid to the floor with his
back against the cupboard door. The hair at the back of his
neck stood on end when the mists lined up. The pink one led,

Kamil
Ali

followed by the solid blue,
and the polka-dotted blue
and white. They moved across the table and floated toward the
bedroom wall, leaving the table’s surface bare, with no traces of
their existence.
Alarm bells sent Peter’s blood pressure pounding in his ears
when the pink mist entered the room through the wall and the
baby’s shrieks pierced the night. The second mist disappeared
into the wall to coincide with Mona’s screams and the baby’s
plaintive cries. Peter, paralysed by fear with eyes riveted to
the bedroom wall, clutched his throat in horror. He tried to
get up, but his entire body collapsed to the floor when the
last mist vanished through the wall. He cried out when Mona
yelped and the baby cried. He tried to call out to Ms Waldron
but only managed a hoarse whisper that he could barely hear
himself.
Peter covered his ears with tears streaming down his cheeks
when the bedroom erupted into loud perplexing noises that
made no sense. Mona’s deafening laughter between sobs
rivaled the shrill cries of the baby that echoed into multiple
yelps around the apartment. Ms Waldron’s chuckles amid
shushing sounds in her attempts to keep the noise level down
bewildered him. He pulled his knees under him and used his
hands to inch forward shakily on all-fours toward the bedroom
door.
When he raised his hands to turn the knob, the door flew
open, and a grinning Ms Waldron beckoned him in. Mona
held three bundles of crying babies. She had delivered triplets!
Ms Waldron told Peter that a previous tenant had sealed the
apartment off after an exorcism to keep supernatural forces
out, whether good or bad. If he had not opened the door and
invited their souls in, the babies would have died without
drawing their first breath.
“Computers without software cannot startup,” she sipped
and smiled. “Our software is our soul.” She chuckled. “You had
two home deliveries tonight.”
“The perfect family.” Peter held Mona’s hands. “A girl and
two boys, each with an individual personality.”
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Covid-19 sweeps through family, leaves 93-year-old behind
Port-of-Spain – Ninety-three year old Dhanmatiya Dwarika 2020. Dwarika was infected with Covid-19 in January, 2022,
survived the deadly onslaught of Covid-19 earlier this year. and became severely ill in the first week of the year. It was one
However, as she now recovers, she is mourning the loss of her of the most difficult times in her life, she recounted. She was
daughter, Kamla, who died from the disease late last year.
not vaccinated.
Now the lone survivor in the family after the fatal disease
“I didn’t know myself. I don’t know what happened to me.
did not take her away, Dwarika carries on with daily life having For days I never catch myself. I never know myself,” she said.
outlived both her husband,
She recalled wandering
and all of her children.
on the roadway in a daze
Speaking from her
one day during the height
south Trinidad resident
of her illness, calling out
with the Guardian last
to loved ones who had
week about her survival
long left this world.
following infection with
Dwarika survived the
Covid-19, Dwarika indiinfection. However, her
cated there was yet another
70-year-old
daughter,
relative who was older than
Kamla, did not emerge
her, and similarly blessed
from the blanketing darkwith longevity.
ness of Covid-19.
That remarkable relaAs Dwarika recounted,
tive is an older sister, who
Kamla was taken by ambuhaving compiled a century
lance to the San Fernando
of years, has added two
General Hospital on
more, taking her to 102.
Christmas Eve, then transSaid Dwarika: “I followferred to the Augustus
ing she now. She can’t do
Long Hospital in south
nothing, but she not sick. Survivor Dhanmatiya Dwarika mourns the loss of her Trinidad. She died on
No pain, she have… noth- daughter, Kamla (in framed photograph), who died from December 31.
ing. She tell me she have Covid-19 on December 31, 2021
While her daughter’s
no complaints.”
death was tremendously shocking and devastating, it left an
Dwarika spent her days, months, and years of close to 70 even deeper resonance of loss for Dwarika. More than losing
years as a gardener, working on her land in Mayo. She planted a daughter, Kamla’s death meant Dwarika’s six children, along
acres of crops and tended animals to help support her family.
with her husband, had all predeceased her.
“I work very hard in the garden. I used to plant five acres of
It was a poignant moment of lamentation when Dwarika
tannia, one acre of cassava, one acre of eddoes... I used to plant said, “I didn’t know I would live longer than my children. I
five acres of corn, and I used to sell in the Control Board. I don’t know what is wrong. I tried my best to do my best for my
used to sell in Port-of-Spain. I used to sell San Fernando in the children, and take care of them and everything”.
market,” she said.
Dwarika said she believes she has survived over the decades,
Dwarika recalled the passage of the modern-day world and and the Covid-19 visitation, through her faith in God, and the
local history across her many years, not from books, but by good karma she acquired throughout her life.
living through it: there was WWII; there was Trinidad and
And while she is grateful for life, it is now time for her jourTobago’s march to Independence in the late 1950s and early ney to conclude, she says.
1960s. She recalled the attempted coup d’état in 1990.
“I wish I could go now…. I love to do my work. But now I
Then came the pestilence of Covid-19 that descended in have to sit down and depend on somebody,” she said.

Terrence Deyalsingh

Tearful Deyalsingh says thanks
Port-of-Spain – Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh broke
physical distancing protocols on Saturday and hugged Kevin
Shade, the daily paid staff supervisor at the Point Fortin
Hospital. At the time, Deyalsingh was speaking at the hospital’s
rededication ceremony where he described health care workers
as heroes.
As part of the parallel health care system, the hospital was
decommissioned as a Covid-19 facility. Participating in the
decomissioning ceremony, an emotional Deyalsingh requested
a napkin and wiped his eyes before inviting the audience to give
a standing ovation to frontline workers.
Deyalsingh later explained why he broke the government’s
protocol regarding physical distancing.
“You would not know the sacrifices that all of us made,
myself included. When you see a celebration of excellence, it is
a release valve. With that release, comes that emotion. You don’t
know what we went through 24 hours per day, and to finally see
some light on the horizon fills you with emotional joy,” he said.
Additionally, “I became overcome with joy having been the
leader of this team. I hugged Shade, and I have no regrets about
breaking protocol.”
Deyalsingh was asked to comment on him sending a mixed
message to nationals of Trinidad and Tobago.
“I want to focus on the positives. For that two or three seconds, Shade deserves every accolade that he gets,” Deyalsingh
responded.
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Rowley readies T&T for higher gas prices
Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley put That is the question we have to answer, because that money is
Trinidad and Tobago’s nationals on notice last week, warning not available,” he said.
them to be prepared for an eventual increase in fuel prices at
Rowley said if there is no subsidy on premium gas, and the
the pump.
price of oil is (US) $100 a barrel, then the price at the pump
In his presentation during a “Conversations with the Prime would move from (TT) $5.75 to $7.58 per litre, a rise of over $2.
Minister” session last week, Rowley said conWith no subsidy, super gas would climb
trary to the assumptions, Trinidad and Tobago
from the current price of (TT) $4.97 per litre
stood to lose, not gain, from high oil prices
to $7.46; also, diesel would rise from $3.51 to
because its production levels were too low. At
$6.58.
the time, he indicated the price of oil was (US)
Rowley said for the government to continue
$128 a barrel.
paying for the gas subsidy, the Minister of
According to Rowley, calculations at the
Finance would have to borrow the money.
Ministry of Finance indicated that an oil
He also revealed that the ministry had
price of (US) $110 would mean a government
informed him the estimated figures for the
subsidy of (TT) $2.9 billion, with the oil levy
year 2022, with a (US) $100 a barrel oil price
that goes towards paying the subsidy at (TT)
would see an estimated (TT) $897 million in
$509 million.
government subsidy monies. It meant the levy
If oil climbs to (US) $125 a barrel, then the
on the Fund would be (TT) $459 million, with
estimated subsidy would be around (TT) $4
the government’s subsidy at (TT)$437 million.
billion, of which the contribution of the oil
“What this means – and the government
Keith Rowley
levy would be $600 million, he said.
through the Ministry of Finance, is working
The levy is meant to capture revenue from high oil prices, but on that right now – the government would have to make a deciRowley said in the early days it covered the cost of the subsidy. sion as to how much funding we can find to subsidise, to take
However, today the cost of the subsidy to the Treasury more some pressure off the population. But the population cannot be
than exceeds the contribution from the levy.
insulated completely from the oil running [from (US) $120 to
Should the oil price climb to (US) $150, then the govern- (US) $140] a barrel,” he said.
ment’s liability, if it were to maintain gas prices at the existing
He added, “So do not see the hike in oil prices as opening up
levels, would be (TT) $4.48 billion.
huge possibilities for earnings, because the volumes at which we
Said Rowley: “The question is this: can we find that money are producing oil are not the same volumes we had before when
to subsidise fuel, to insulate the population from this [hike]? the subsidy was absorbed (by the levy),” he said.

Smugglers cook up novel way to ship illegal drugs

Port-of-Spain – The respectable and highly-desirable
Naparima Girls’ High School Cookbook, The Multi-Cultural
Cuisine of Trinidad & Tobago & the Caribbean was discovered defaced on February 17 when US Customs and Border
Protection Officers
found a rectangular
package of cocaine hidden inside.
According to media
reports, the express
consignment hub in
Memphis, Tennessee
examined a package
that was described in
the paperwork as a
high school cookbook.
In the package was the
hardcover book The
Multi-Cultural Cuisine
of Trinidad & Tobago & the Caribbean.
However, upon closer examination, the CBPOs found the
book gutted, with many of its 500 recipes and 32 coloured photographs excised to create a cavity, in which a rectangular packet
of cocaine weighing 147.6 grams had been hidden.
The shipment was sent from Trinidad and Tobago to an
address in the Little Caribbean neighbourhood of New York

City.
According to the media report, US importers provide advance
information about container cargo, express consignment shipments, and some international mail parcels bound for the US.
CBP uses this
data to target and
intercept high-risk
shipments. Its personnel are trained
to identify patterns
and red flags that
enable them to
intercept shipments
that may contain
illicit and potentially dangerous goods.
“How was the recipient intending to cook his traditional callaloo, with all the pages cut up and replaced with cocaine?” Area
Port Director Michael Neipert wondered.
He added, “Smugglers continue to conceal narcotics and
other contraband in myriad ways, which my officers seize over
and over every shift.”
This seizure took place within the Area Port of Memphis,
which covers ports of entry throughout the state of Tennessee,
and falls under CBP’s New Orleans Field Office.
This Field Office includes all ports in Louisiana, Mississippi,
Alabama, Arkansas, and Tennessee.

UNC women protest rising crime & higher prices

Port-of-Spain – Knocking empty pots and pans with spoons that “Rowley and [Finance Minister Colm Imbert] have replaced
and chanting “Rowley must go!”, the women’s arm of the UNC VAT on these items”.
Ameen also said an outright “No” was needed to the governstaged a noisy protest outside the Penal Market last Saturday
morning.
ment’s future increase in the price of gas at the pump as global
Dressed in black, hundreds of women raised voices to pro- prices soar amidst the invasion of Russia into Ukraine.
This was because
test increasing food prices,
crime, and the collapse of
“Rowley
sold
out
Petrotrin”, and consedemocracy under Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley.
quently, nationals of “this
oil-producing nation were
The women illustratsuffering”, she claimed.
ed being unable to make
Said Ameen: “Rowley is
food purchases by pusha disgrace to Trinidad and
ing empty shopping carts,
while chanting to call and
Tobago. Rowley must go.”
The call for Rowley’s
response, “Rice!”, with
exit was echoed by UNC
the rejoinder, “We can’t
deputy leader Jearlean
afford!”
John, who told the gathAlso, “Flour! We can’t
ered women they had the
afford! Sugar! We can’t
power to make a differafford!”
In the protest was St
ence, and must use that
UNC women protest in south Trinidad last week
power to shut down the
Augustine MP Khadijah
Ameen, who reminded the women the food items that were country. Prices were increasing, while salaries were decreasing
being cited were VAT-free under the Kamla Persad-Bissessar or taken away completely, John said.
“If we don’t have money we can’t give love. No woman, no
People’s Party administration.
However, under the PNM administration, Ameen claimed cry. No money, no love for Rowley,” she said.
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Higher gas prices coming to T&T

Economist urges caution
in removing fuel subsidy
Port-of-Spain – The government was last week warned by
economist Dr Vaalmikki Arjoon to be cautious with its timing
following a heads-up by Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley that
his administration is considering removing the fuel subsidy.
Last week Rowley indicated the government has to locate
(TT) $700 million to sustain the fuel subsidy given
the rising cost of oil on the
world market.
Said Arjoon: “When we
go to purchase gasoline at
the pump, we import that,
because we closed our refinery several years ago. And
now the Prime Minister has
signalled an intention that
the fuel subsidy is simply
not something sustainable.
In fact, for many years now,
in the past, many of us have
agreed that it is not someVaalmiki Arjoon
thing that was sustainable.”
He added, “I believe that
they should really spare
the nation at least for some
months ahead, especially
since they’re going to be
earning more revenues like
royalties, the supplemental petroleum tax, and so
on. Now, I agree a subsidy
is not sustainable, but we
could really end up undoing any progress we made
recovering from the damage
of the Covid-19 pandemic,
and have devastating conseKevin Ramnarine
quences in overall prices, or
the cost of living and doing business locally.”
Former energy minister Kevin Ramnarine noted that
Rowley’s announcement last week was meant to inform nationals about the dilemma the government is facing in keeping the
fuel subsidy in its current state.
Ramnarine said as oil prices spike internationally with the
Ukraine and Russian conflict, there will be consequences for all
nations, with the price of goods and commodities being subject
to inflationary pressures.
He predicted that the ongoing conflict and spiking of world
oil prices would bring added pressures to bear on nationals in
Trinidad and Tobago.
Said Ramnarine: “Everything is related to the price of fuel.
We are looking at an inflationary impact from the increase of
fuel prices at the pump. We could be facing inflationary pressures as we move towards the second quarter of 2022, as well as
the remainder of the year.”
Ramnarine said the fuel subsidy had been an issue for different governments over the years, and recalled that during his
tenure, it ranged between (TT) $4 to $5 million per year, which
was quite significant then.
However, over the last six or seven years, Ramnarine said,
“The Minister of Finance has sought to transfer some of the
subsidy burden to the population.”
He added, “From what the PM said, the government is not
expecting a dramatic increase in revenue.”
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Destiny held the strings, yet Kamini thrived
compartment, stole her pillow and left a note saying, “Agar aap
By Farhana Farook
er life script is perhaps more dramatic than the films
ko takiyeki chori mein koi romance dikhai deta hai, to main aap
on her résumé. For someone, who created her own
ka chor premi hoon!” (If you see any romance in the act of a
puppet theatre at the age of 10, young Kamini Kaushal pillow stolen, then I’m the one who stole your heart.)
herself became a puppet in the hands of destiny. She was barely
Kamini moved to playing character roles with Manoj Kumar’s
in her 20s, and on the threshold of stardom when her sister
Shaheed (1965).
passed away. She was asked to marry her brother-in-law.
“Manoj insisted on me playing his mother. I protested
Young Kamini took on the responsibility for her bereaved
because I was only 40 and so tiny in front of him. But he made
nieces, thus silencing her dreams for the wellbeing of her family.
such a beautiful film!” says the actor who later played mother in
And she honoured this commitment through the duskiest of
all his films from Upkar, Purab Aur Paschim, Sanyasi, Shor, Roti
phases. She even sacrificed her love for Dilip Kumar because she Kapda Aur Makaan, Dus Numbari, and Santosh.
couldn’t ‘dump’ her husband and family to follow her heart.
She also played sister-in-law to superstar Rajesh
“I’d taken on the girls. I wouldn’t be
Khanna in Do Raaste (1969), and mother to him in Prem
able to show my face to my sister.
Nagar (1974), and Maha Chor (1976). Her bitter-sweet
My husband, a fine human being,
portrayal as Jaya Bhaduri’s mother-in-law in Uphar
understood why it happened.
(1971) was also endearing.
Everyone falls in love,” Kamini
In the recent years, she was seen in Yash Raj
once confided in an interview with
Films’ Laaga Chunari Mein Daag (2007), Chennai
Filmfare.
Express (2013) and later, in the blockbuster Kabir
She didn’t allow the heartbreak
Singh.
to limit her life. She went with
As Shahid Kapoor’s 90-plus grandmother, who
the drift, exploring motherhood,
can understand the volatile Kabir, her short but
movies, writing, hosting TV shows,
sensitive act in Kabir Singh won her a Filmfare
and even turned producer.
nomination. Her dialogue, “Suffering is very
“If it doesn’t change, it’s not life,”
personal. Let him suffer!” was a watershed
she rightly says.
moment.
What remains unchanged, though,
An intriguing chapter of Kamini’s
is her desire to live fully. At 93, she
life remains her sudden marriage to
impressed critics with her act as a
brother-in-law, B.S. Sood, something
discerning grandmother in Kabir
she did “for duty, not love” as
Singh. Completing over 75 years
summed by son Rahul Sood in a
in the industry, it’s a game well
Filmfare interview.
played by Kamini Kaushal.
Kamini too had commented
Daughter of famed botanist
on the sudden turn in her
Professor S.R. Kashyap, Uma
life saying, “I loved my sister
Kashyap was born in 1927.
deeply. I feared my nieces,
She was the youngest among
who were just around two and
two brothers and three sisters.
three, would flounder without
A student of Kinnaird College
a mother… It seemed an ideal
in Lahore, the talented Uma
solution. It was not a sacrifice.
did radio plays on Akashwani.
More so, my husband was a
Filmmaker Chetan Anand
genteel and decent human
heard her on radio and
being.”
charmed by her honeyed
The couple went on to have
voice, offered her a lead role in
three sons Rahul, Vidur, and
Neecha Nagar (1946). Chetan
Shravan.
Anand gave her the name
The marriage survived despite
Kam
Kamini because his wife was also called
undergoing an upheaval – her reported
ini
wit
Uma (Anand), and was part of the film.
romance with Dilip Kumar. The thespian too
hD
ilip
Neecha Nagar was the first Indian film to be sent
has mentioned in his biography that he was
Kum
ar
to the Cannes Festival. It won the Grand Prix Award, while
“shattered” with the parting.
Kamini Kaushal won an award at the Montreal Film Festival for
Kamini reiterated that when she spoke to
her debut.
Filmfare, “We were both shattered. We were very happy with
In 1948, Kamini, barely in her 20s, was urged by her family
each other. We shared a great rapport. But that’s life. I can’t
to marry her brother-in-law B.S. Sood (chief engineer at the
dump people and say ‘Enough now, I’m going!’ I had taken on
Bombay Port Trust) after her older sister, Usha, tragically died in the girls. I wouldn’t be able to show my face to my sister. My
a car accident leaving behind two girls, Kumkum and Kavita.
husband, a fine human being, understood why it happened.
By then Kamini had already signed Raj Kapoor’s maiden
Everyone falls in love.”
production Aag, and Gajanan Jagirdar’s Jail Yatra in 1947.
A few years ago, Kamini happened to meet Dilip Kumar at
“Raj was like an imp always thick on pranks. He’d say, ‘I am
an event, but time and age had taken its toll by then.
desi tharra (country liquor), you’re just a kid’,” she recalled in a
“He didn’t recognise me. I was heartbroken. It broke my
Filmfare interview.
heart to see him give me a blank look. He looked at me, and I
Kamini did films with Ashok Kumar too, including Poonam
looked at him. He finds it hard to recognise anyone. I felt sad.
(1952), which she also produced, and Night Club (1958). She
What an era we have been through!” she told Filmfare.
worked with Dev Anand in Ziddi (1948) and Shair (1954).
Kamini was never the usual heroine obsessed with vanity or
“Suraiya wanted me to pass on her letters to Dev. Her
‘catfights’ as she put it.
aunt would always be around. I felt sorry for them,” Kamini
In her free time, she wrote stories for the children’s
reminisced about the ill-fated Dev-Suraiya affair.
magazine Paraag. In the late 1970s, she chaired the Children
With Dilip Kumar, Kamini gave hits including Shaheed
Film Society. She also did a number of TV serials for kids on
(1948), Pugree, Nadiya Ke Paar, Shabnam (all in 1949), and
Doordarshan including Khel Khilone.
Arzoo (1950).
She went on to host puppet-based TV programmes like
Her popularity soared with Filmistan’s Do Bhai (1947), aided
Chand Sitare, Chaat Pani, and Chandamama, under her
by Geeta Roy’s track Mera sundar sapna.
banner Gudia Ghar Productions (1989-1991).
A film that won Kamini laurels was Bimal Roy’s Biraj Bahu
She made the puppets herself, and modulated her voice to
(1954), based on Saratchandra Chattopadhyay’s novel. Her
suit the different characters.
portrayal of a devoted wife won her the Filmfare Award.
“Puppets have soul,” she said describing her egalitarianism
“I broke down several times while enacting the role. My
with her dolls.
character had a sense of righteousness. She believes her husband
Her act as Aunt Shalini in the British TV serial, The Jewel
(Abhi Bhattacharya) would never dismiss her as unfaithful,” she
In The Crown (1984), was much loved as those back home in
told Filmfare. The film won the Golden Palm at Cannes.
Shanno Ki Shaadi and Waqt Ki Raftaar.
In Sohrab Modi’s Jailor (1958), Kamini played a wife pushed
At 90-plus, the veteran hit the headlines for her applausetowards adultery by her husband’s insensitivity.
worthy act in Kabir Singh. Otherwise, she enjoys her quiet time
Revered as an actor, Kamini’s name used to appear before the
in her penthouse in Malabar Hill.
hero’s name in the credits, except in films with Ashok Kumar.
A lush terrace, festooned with jasmine and bougainvillea,
Her fan base was huge. Once when the team of Poonam
the verdant trees around it home to chatty birds that befriend
was travelling to Kolkata by train, a fan sneaked into her
her from dawn to dusk... it’s a beautiful autumn.
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A Wednesday (2008)

Movies about terrorism

S

everal Bollywood movies have been made on serial blasts
and terrorism, each conveying a different and profound
message. Last Saturday marked the 29th anniversary of
the March 12, 1993 Bombay blasts. Since then, several movies
explored why terrorism takes a terrible toll on a country. Here
five of these movies.
Black Friday (2004)
The Anurag Kashyap film is based on Hussain Zaidi’s book
Black Friday: The True Story of the Bombay Bomb Blasts.
Black Friday details the events leading up to the explosions
and the subsequent police inquiry. The film was completed
in 2004 and released in India in 2007. Kay Kay Menon, Pavan
Malhotra, Aditya Srivastava and Imtiaz Ali starred in Black
Friday. The film gained great recognition on both a national
and international level.
A Wednesday (2008)
The film, directed by Neeraj Pandey, is inspired by the 2006
Mumbai train bombings and its aftermath. A man who goes by
the name ‘The Common Man’ vows to blow up bombs across
Mumbai unless four terrorists who have been apprehended are
released. Anupam Kher and Naseeruddin Shah star as a police
commissioner who is about to retire, and ‘The Common Man’,
respectively. Neeraj Pandey won a National Film Award for his
direction.
New York (2009)
It is a spy thriller film directed by Kabir Khan and produced
by Aditya Chopra. The film stars John Abraham, Katrina Kaif,
Neil Nitin Mukesh, Irrfan Khan, and Nawazuddin Siddiqui,
and follows the story of three friends who are studying at
the fictional New York State University when the September
11 attacks, and its aftermath, transform their lives. The film
received extremely good reviews, with Kaif and Nitin Mukesh’s
performances earning them nominations for Best Actress
and Best Supporting Actor at the 55th Filmfare Awards,
respectively. At the box office, the picture was declared a
super-hit.
The Attacks of 26/11 (2013)
A Ram Gopal Varma film based on real-life events of the
biggest terrorist attack in the history of independent India.
It was inspired by the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks. The
film stars Sanjeev Jaiswal, who makes his cinematic debut
as terrorist Ajmal Kasab, and Nana Patekar who plays a
significant role in the film. The film received great reviews
upon its theatrical debut on March 1, 2013, and was opened to
critical applause at The Films Division of India.
Uri: The Surgical Strike (2019)
It is an action film produced by Ronnie Screwvala and written
and directed by Aditya Dhar. Vicky Kaushal, Yami Gautam,
Mohit Raina, Kirti Kulhari, and Paresh Rawal star in this
fictionalised account of the true events surrounding the 2016
Uri attack. It tells the story of Major Vihaan Singh Shergill
(Vicky Kaushal) of the Para Special Forces, who played a key
role in the events.
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Lata Mangeshkar’s voice leaves eternal resonances in India

S

hayad phir iss janam mein mulakat ho na ho... Lag jaa
gale... Lata Mangeshkar crooned in her buttery soft
voice in the film Woh Kaun Thi? (1964). Fifty-eight
years later, this song hauntingly comes back while watching the
singing legend’s mortal remains being carried into Shivaji Park
grounds in Dadar, Mumbai. A pall of gloom descended over
the country – India had just lost its most iconic voice, Lata
Mangeshkar, at 92.
Memories flood our consciousness. Each one had an
anecdote to share, intrinsic to their lives in their own respective
way. To some, Lata Mangeshkar was Ae Mere Watan Ke Logon, a
song that famously moved Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to tears.
For others, it was Meri Awaaz Hi Pehchaan Hai from the film
Kinara (1977). For many, Luka Chuppi Bahut Hui from Rang De
Basanti (2006) was how they dealt with the loss of a loved one,
in the case of the writer, a parent.
Lata Mangeshkar’s voice was the lullaby India went to sleep
with, and the alaap it woke up to.
Once, in a conversation with Pandit Jasraj, Bade Ghulam
Ali Khan had said, “Kabhi besuri nahin hoti, kya Allah ki den
hai”. They were listening to Lata Mangeshkar's Ye Zindagi Usi
Ki Hai from Anarkali (1953). For several generations of movie
connoisseurs in India and abroad, ye zindagi, sachh, unhi ki
hai.

Bappi Lahiri

Bappi Lahiri: India’s first
& only rock star passes on
By Nairita Mukherjee
appi Lahiri’s music and stuck-up Bengali Maa-Babas
had a weird relationship. They would normally
describe cinema music with a scoff, an air of disdain.
Music has to be Rabindra Sangeet or nothing at all. Sandhya
Mukherjee would do if you must listen to film music. And if
Hindi is what you’ve turned to, listen to Lata Mangeshkar.
But there Bappi Lahiri had a different place, a bias, if
you may, a Bengali pride, as it were. Amader Bappi, screen e
Mithun. Duronto juti (Our Bappi, with Mithun Chakraborty
on screen. An electric pair)! February 2022 took away all these
three musical icons from me – Lata Mangeshkar on February
6, Sandhya Mukherjee and Bappi Lahiri on February 15.
I’ve grown up dancing to Bappi Da – Mithun Da’s Disco
Dancer. In the 1990s, my father brought home a brand new
VCR so we could watch movies – Hindi and Bangla – on
cassettes.
These mostly included Bappi-Mithun’s films, because
of popular demand. What do you do when a toddler ties a
ribbon around her forehead, dons her ‘maggi-haata jaama’,
and monkey-jumps on the sofa yelling, “I am a Disco Dancer,
papa-para”? One has to oblige.
That kid grew up, but never grew out of these songs, and
the madness it still stirs in her heart. When Jimmy Jimmy
Jimmy plays, I will always aaja aaja aaja on the dance floor.
Bappi Da Nights is what life as a grown-up is for that
kid. Us, a bunch of seven women in varying age groups, had
promised each other that we’d happily give Sunburn Festival a
miss for a Bappi Da Live Concert.
Others around us laughed, thought we were kidding, but we
knew Bappi Da connected us, more deeply than you’d imagine.
A bad day at work to a separation battle were all battled over
Bappi Da’s truly mood-lifting music.
His heavily Bengali-accented Hindi helped us belong, his
ever-glittering smile pouring into each line he sang, made us
giggle. We promised each other a seven-bedroom retirement
home in Goa, with a dedicated dancefloor-equipped music
room all for these Bappi Da Nights. That home beckons us
today, those nights call our names.
Bappi Lahiri’s music is certainly something music purists
would scoff at. He was known to ‘copy’ from Western numbers
before the world had woken up to Spotify, and thus, was
unaware. But in a way, he popularised the ‘remix culture’, and
we’ve seen what a mass phenomenon it has become in the last
decade.
But he did more. He added spunk to cinema music. And
when the thousand musical instruments he’d deploy while
composing one melody crescendoed, it made hearts churn like
that feeling you get when the Ferris wheel is descending. It’s
giddying, it’s maddening, it’s intoxicating.
His persona also made him iconic. Those layers of gold
chains and pendants around his neck, fingers full of clunky
rings, all in pure gold, were a matter of ridicule, even as
western rappers were regarded as ‘cool’ when they did the
same. But Bappi Da never cared. For him, ‘amar gaan’ was
‘amar praan’ (his music was his life).
And while we deliberate over which moniker to bestow
upon Bappi Lahiri – Disco King or Man Of Gold – let’s just
admit what he was: India’s first and only rockstar! Today, India
lost its only rockstar.
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Beyond her voice that held the nation in a spell, was a
person with the kindest heart.
Gulzar Sahab says on India Today television, “Other than
being a legendary singer, [Lata Mangeshkar] was also a very
kind and generous human being. We made a film together,
and I told her you are too generous as a producer. She used
to bring gifts for everyone on the sets. She knew I used to
collect Buddha statues. and she gave me four to five beautiful
sculptures. The last one that she sent me was again a Gautama
Buddha statue, and that was just six months ago”. Also, “There
are no words to describe what I am feeling right now. The
voice of the century went quiet.”
And one could sense a knot forming in his throat as he
spoke.
Lata Mangeshkar was set a benchmark for fellow singers in
the industry. Not just by setting the bar high, but by ensuring
the voices behind each and every song that drives the cinema
industry were getting their due.
It has been said that when Lata Mangeshkar started her
career, she used to get paid Rs 500 for every recorded song.
Eventually, she earned Rs 20,000; then Rs 50,000.
In a star-driven industry that hails faces in front of the
camera, she set a benchmark for other singers to follow. She
even encouraged her fellow singers to ask for their due.

meritus Professor, Bansraj (aka Baba) Mattai, who hails from Guyana, is a longstanding student of the classical languages (Latin and Greek) and Philosophy. Born
at Triumph Village, East Coast Demerara, he lived up to the age of 16 at Hague
Backdam, West Coast Demerara, where his parents owned a rice mill. Baba’s
family later moved to Georgetown. He was a student at Indian Education Trust College,
then Queen’s College before pursuing higher studies at King’s College in the University of
Durham, England.
Obtaining his B.A (Hons.) degree, he returned to Guyana where he taught Latin at
Queen’s College for four semesters. Upon the passing of his father, Baba left Queen’s to help
manage, along with his brother, the
family’s import business in Georgetown.
When his younger brother came of
age, Baba returned to England where
he spent twelve years doing graduate
studies and obtaining a Ph.D from
the University of Southampton, and a
professorship at a Constituent college
in the University of Southampton.
Baba’s Ph.D thesis was a critical
analysis of the philosophical and
educational thought of the British
Philosopher, Mathematician, and Nobel
Prize Laureate, Bertrand Russell.
In 1980 Baba and his family left
England to join his siblings who had
migrated from Guyana to Illinois in the
USA, becoming a full Professor there.
He retired in 2002, and devoted a great
part of his life since then to the study of Eastern Philosophy, and,
in particular, to the teaching of Sanatana Dharma and its roots in
the Vedas and Upanishads.
The three books focused on here are the products of his
research.
Hinduism is a work providing facts and analysis on the nature
of moral and spiritual values underlying human religiosity,
intended for those with interest in Sanatana Dharma, but
especially for the young upon whom are entrusted the task of
passing on the Hindu tradition and legacy. By the way, the word
‘Hinduism’ is of geographical origin. The Persians had some
difficulty with the pronunciation of the letter ‘S’, and referred to
the Sindhus who lived east of the River Sind as Hindus. Hindus
regard their belief system as the Eternal (Sanatana) Dharma or
the Vedic Dharma (originating from the Vedas). This volume is a
detailed primer on Hinduism, ideal for use in schools which teach
the religion, as well as for use in Mandirs as a teaching aid and
guide for those delivering sermons. It’s a brilliant and studied
contribution on the subject.
The second work, as the name suggests, addresses the Hindu conception of God and
key factors that help towards a deeper understanding of the use of symbols and their
significance.
The third volume – Aiming High and the Yogas of Self Realization – speaks to the concept
of Self-Realization and the four methods towards achieving this goal, as set forth in the
Hindu scriptures, especially in the BHAGAVAD GITA (‘The Song of God’ or ‘Song Celestial’).
Baba and his wife, Rukminie Devi (a former schoolteacher), have three daughters, all of
whom are Doctors of Medicine, two serving in California, and the third in Illinois. They are
very proud of their three grandsons.

Click on books to go to Amazon; also available
at Barnes & Noble, & other booksellers.
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Yorkshire in race against time

Y

orkshire encountered another obstacle
in its race to secure the return of international cricket to Headingley, the latest setback coming after the second postponement of an emergency general meeting called
to ratify key governance changes at the club,
ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
Yorkshire was stripped
of its right to host the third
Test against New Zealand at
Headingley in June, and an
ODI against South Africa in
July after revelations about a
culture of institutional racism
at the club.
Many of the revelations
came to light during Azeem
Rafiq’s testimony before a
parliamentary select committee last November.
The suspension posed
an existential threat to
Yorkshire’s finances, its chairCindy
man Lord Kamlesh Patel has
said. It was provisionally lifted last month
with the proviso that Yorkshire rubber-stamp
a series of governance changes by the end of
March, that included removal of the influence
of the family trust run by the former chairman,
Colin Graves.
According to reports in the English press,
the family trust had bailed out the club to the
tune of approximately £15 million in the early
2000s.
An original attempt to hold the EGM fell
apart in February. The failure led to Lord
Patel accusing a group of members, including
another former chairman, Robin Smith, of
attempting to “delay and derail” the reforms.
However, last week, the second date on
March 14 was also cancelled due to an administrative error. As ESPNcricinfo reported, accord-

ing to an email sent by Yorkshire’s secretary,
Paul Hudson, “a technical issue within our historic database systems means that notice of the
EGM may not have been sent to all members”.
With a third date now set for March 31,
the latest delay means Yorkshire have one
last chance to hit its end-of-March deadline
for meeting the England &
Wales Cricket Board criteria
for a return of international
cricket.
Hudson warned the members that further delays would
jeopardise the proposed
return of the club’s sponsors,
most of whom withdrew
backing at the height of the
institutional race crisis.
“Many of our sponsors,
who had paused their relationship with us during the
crisis last year, are lining up
to return, together with some
Butts
completely new sponsors who
have approached us,” Hudson wrote.
He added, “Obviously, from the sponsors’
perspective, their return and the levels of sponsorship are going to be dependent upon the
return of international cricket to Headingley.”
The latest developments at Yorkshire come
after Cindy Butts, the chair of the Independent
Commission for Equity in Cricket, warned that
the game was “facing a reckoning” following
Rafiq’s revelations, amid what she described
as a “staggering” response to an ICEC online
survey.
As was reported by The Guardian, Butts
said, “What is clear is that all is not well in
cricket.” Her response came following what
she indicated were over 4,000 persons coming
forward to detail their experiences of discrimination on the basis of race, gender, and class.
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McMorris was committed to WI cricket

F

ormer Jamaican cricket captain
Former Jamaica and West Indies batsman
and West Indies batsman Easton Lawrence Rowe once said of McMorris: “He
McMorris died on February 1 follow- was a disciplinarian who led by example, and
ing a recent illness; he was 86 years old.
knew how to manage men. He got the best
“The cricket fraternity has lost a per- out of temperamental players.”
son who had the interest of Jamaica and
McMorris made his Test debut for West
West Indies cricket deep in his
Indies against Pakistan at
heart,” said West Indies teamQueen’s Park Oval, Port-ofmate Jackie Hendricks.
Spain, Trinidad, in 1958 alongCricket
West
Indies
side Sir Everton Weekes, Sir
President Ricky Skerritt also
Garfield Sobers, and Sir Conrad
paid tribute, saying he was “a
Hunte.
true stalwart of the game and
A right-handed batsman,
contributed significantly at all
he played 13 Test matches and
levels, on and off the field”.
scored one century at an averAdditionally, “I had the privage of 26.85. His highest score
ilege to engage with McMorris
was 125 against India at Sabina
on a few occasions over the
Park in 1962. In regional crickEaston McMorris
years. I found him to be an
et, he scored 5,906 runs at an
encouraging and selfless gentleman... He average of 42.18, and played 95 games.
was a leader at the Lucas Cricket Club,
McMorris was also captain for Jamaica,
carrying on the legacy established by the with his highpoints including winning the
great George Headley. After retirement from Shell Shield trophy. He started playing for
playing, he gave yeoman service as a board Jamaica in 1956, and was captain between
member of the Jamaica Cricket Association, 1968 and 1972.
and as manager of the Jamaica cricket team.”
Before his role on the Jamaican team,
CWI said he “led from the front” as a McMorris played for Kingston College and
captain, adding, “He was an astute thinker Lucas Cricket Club, where he became a
of the game, a shrewd tactician, and was trustee. After his playing days in cricket, he
respected by his teammates and opponents. contributed at the management level.
He was a very determined batsman who
He was chairman of the selection panel
valued his wicket. The region has lost a true for the Jamaica Cricket Board, was a selecand life-long servant of the game.”
tor for the West Indies Cricket Board, and
Jamaican and West Indies player Maurice served on the Development Committee of
Foster said McMorris was a “proactive type the Jamaica Cricket Association.
of captain; not reactive”, adding, “He was a
In 2009 he was made Chairman of the
thinker, and he would plan for the incom- Planning Committee for the George Headley
ing batsman to get them out. He was highly Centenary. He also worked as a cricket anarated by many of us as one of the better cap- lyst and resource person for radio and televitains Jamaica has ever produced.”
sion in Jamaica.
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)
Wednesday March 16, 2022
Sri Lanka tour of India, 2022
India vs Sri Lanka, 2nd Test, Day 5, M.
Chinnaswamy Stadium, Bengaluru, 02:00 PM
Australia tour of Pakistan, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 5, National
Stadium, Karachi 11:00 PM , 10:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Papua New Guinea vs Nepal, 2nd Match,
Sharjah Cricket Stadium, Sharjah, 09:30 AM
England tour of West Indies, 2022
WI vs England, 2nd Test, Day 1, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados, 10:00 AM

Anisa Mohammed

Now Mohammed turns to other records

B

reak one record, take a turn at another is off spinner
Anisa Mohammed’s credo following her passing the
300-wicket mark in international women’s cricket earlier
this month.
The Trinidad-born cricketer is the fourth woman to take 300
wickets in international women’s cricket.
It was in the opening match of the 2022 International Cricket
Council 50-over World Cup on March 4 when Mohammed hit
the high mark, with her 2 for 60 in ten overs against New Zealand taking her past 300 wickets.
The milestone puts her third on the charts with 176 wickets
in ODIs; also, she is now the leading wicket-taker in T20 cricket
at 125.
Commenting on her 300-wicket haul, Mohammed told
Newsday in Trinidad and Tobago that the moment was a big one.
“I was actually hoping to get it in South Africa (earlier this
year), and come in a bit relaxed in [the March 4 game], but I
guess what better moment to get it than on the big stage at a
World Cup,” she said.
New Zealand were 123/2 in the 28th over, chasing 260 for victory, but Mohammed spearheaded a West Indies push for victory with two quick wickets.
“It was a big game for us, and we needed a breakthrough,
so I was really happy that 300th wicket was one that the team
needed,” she added.
Mohammed has now turned her attention at chasing the lead
being held by former Australian bowler Cathryn Fitzpatrick,
who has 180 ODI wickets.
“I want to go pass Cathryn Fitzpatrick… I am hoping to get
that in this World Cup,” she said.
However, chasing after Indian bowler Jhulan Goswami’s record is still more than a few overs away for Mohammed. Goswami remains an active player, and is the top wicket-taker in
ODI cricket with a total of 247.
However, at 33 years old, Mohammed is not yet ready to walk
away from the bowler’s crease.
“I still think that I have a [little] gas in the tank to go still, so
I am still looking forward to getting to those milestones, and
hopefully creating or breaking more records,” she said.

Mohammed’s confidence was quite evident during West Indies’ second game at the World Cup against England last week,
Firdose Moonda wrote in ESPNcricinfo.
When she took the ball to deliver the 48th over during England’s 226-run chase, Mohammed said she was confident West
Indies were going to emerge the winner.
At the end of 47 overs, West Indies had just eight runs to defend. However, England’s ninth-wicket pair had already scooped
up 61 runs, and Mohammed was West Indies’ most expensive
frontline bowler on the day.
However, as she told Moonda, Mohammed knew she could
do it.
“I said to myself [that] I am a game changer. I am not going to
leave it up to anyone else," Mohammed declared.
She added, “I just need six balls. And of those six balls, I just
need two to be good. I just had to keep believing in myself, and
I had to calm myself, and just say, ‘One ball at a time’; and I was
able to get the job done.”
As it turned out, it took four balls, and arguably as Moonda
noted, just one of the deliveries was really good: it was the one
that Mohammed sent down the pitch even as Anya Shrubsole
advanced to meet its flight.
Said Mohammed, “I just told myself that I am going to bowl
straight, and [Shrubsole] is going to miss. She is tall and she is
going to miss.”
It turned out that Mohammed read her opponent accurately.
Shrubsole yorked herself, completely missing the clever, strategic straight delivery sent down the pitch that slipped beneath
the bat. It careened off the stumps to send Mohammed on an
ecstatic victory run.
A few balls earlier, Mohammed’s quick reflexes and outstretched fingers had deflected a thunderbolt return from Sophie Ecclestone onto the stumps at the non-striker’s end. Kate
Cross, backing up, was found well out of her ground.
Said Mohammed, “At no point did I think we were going to
lose this game. We knew we just needed one wicket, or just keep
building pressure. We kept saying every dot ball counts, and
once we got one wicket, we were going to win this game.”
West Indies won by seven runs.

Campbelle shows form in early World Cup games

W

est Indies Women started the ICC Women’s 50- and [Barbadian Chedean Nation] to take the team deep into the
Over World Cup in New Zealand earlier this month innings of the second match.
with thrilling wins in their first two games, stun“We have been asking for that. Ideally, you want someone in
ning hosts New Zealand, and defending champions England. the top four or five. Once we have one of them out there doing that, we can have a score that
However, the team stumbled with
we can fight with. The role [Campa 155-run loss to India in its third
belle] has been playing has been
game last Friday.
The early wins against New
very good,” Walsh said.
The two early games saw strong
Zealand and England saw Head
contributions from the batters,
Coach of the West Indies Women’s
with Hayley Matthews scoring
Team, Courtney Walsh, speaking
119, Nation hitting 36, and captain
to the performance by Guyanese
Stafanie Taylor making 30 to lead
Shemaine Campbelle. A Berbician,
from the front in the first match.
Campbelle recorded a player-ofthe-match 66 against England in
In the second fixture, Campbelle struck 66, Nation chipped in
the second game.
with 49 not out, the in-form MatSaid Walsh: “She has been showthews made 45, and Deandra Doting some form since she got here.
tin hit 31.
It was good for her to get that halfcentury; it will give her some more
However, the batting fell apart
Shemaine Campbelle
in the third game, with the West Inconfidence as well. She has been getting some 20s, 30s and 40s looking the part and stuff, but has dies chasing a strong Indian total of 317. Campbelle scored 11,
been playing a steady role in the middle in terms of the partner- with all the other batters producing totals under 20 runs. Early
in the innings, strong starts were put on the scoreboard by Dotship, and exactly the role we want her to play, to bat deep.”
Walsh added that it was a tremendous event for Campbelle tin with 62, and Matthews, who scored 43.
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Thursday March 17, 2022
WI vs England, 2nd Test, Day 2, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados, 10:00 AM
Friday March 18, 2022
Bangladesh tour of South Africa, 2022,
South Africa vs Bangladesh, 1st ODI,
SuperSport Park, Centurion, 01:00 PM
United Arab Emirates vs Nepal, 3rd Match,
Dubai International Cricket Stadium, 09:30 AM
WI vs England, 2nd Test, Day 3, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados, 10:00 AM
Saturday March 19, 2022
UAE vs Papua New Guinea, 4th Match, Dubai
International Cricket Stadium, Dubai, 09:30 AM
WI vs England, 2nd Test, Day 4, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados, 10:00 AM
Sunday March 20 2022
South Africa vs Bangladesh, 2nd ODI, The
Wanderers Stadium, Johannesburg, 10:00 AM
WI vs England, 2nd Test, Day 5, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados, 10:00 AM
Monday March 21, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 3rd Test, Day 1, Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore, 10:00 AM
UAE vs Nepal, 5th Match, Dubai International
Cricket Stadium, Dubai, 09:30 AM
Tuesday March 22, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 3rd Test, Day 2, Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore, 10:00 AMPapua New Guinea
vs Nepal, 6th Match, Dubai International Cricket
Stadium, Dubai, 09:30 AM
Wednesday March 23, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 3rd Test, Day 3, Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore, 10:00 AM
South Africa vs Bangladesh, 3rd ODI,
SuperSport Park, Centurion, 01:00 PM
Thursday March 24, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 3rd Test, Day 4, Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore, 10:00 AM
WI vs England, 3rd Test, Day 1, National Cricket
Stadium, St George's, Grenada, 10:00 AM
Friday March 25, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 3rd Test, Day 5, Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore, 10:00 AM
Netherlands tour of New Zealand, 2022
New Zealand vs Netherlands, Only T20I,
McLean Park, Napier, 07:10 PM
WI vs England, 3rd Test, Day 2, National Cricket
Stadium, St George's, Grenada, 10:00 AM
Saturday March 26, 2022
WI vs England, 3rd Test, Day 3, National Cricket
Stadium, St George's, Grenada, 10:00 AM
Sunday March 27, 2022
WI vs England, 3rd Test, Day 4, National Cricket
Stadium, St George's, Grenada, 10:00 AM
Monday March 28, 2022
WI vs England, 3rd Test, Day 5, National Cricket
Stadium, St George's, Grenada, 10:00 AM
Tuesday March 29, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st ODI, Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
New Zealand vs Netherlands, 1st ODI, Bay Oval,
Mount Maunganui, 11:00 AM
Thursday March 31, 2022
Pakistan vs Australia, 2nd ODI, Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi, 10:00 AM
South Africa vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 1,
Kingsmead, Durban, 10:00 AM
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Angus

FOR SALE $1,399,990

Brampton
SOLD $202,000 OVER ASKING PRICE

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

$999,900

Etobicoke

Duo Condos
Better Together

Omnis Insurance

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

$949,000

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Coming soon to Brampton.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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$600s*

A must see!! Location
location: newly
renovated, custom
kitchen with quartz
counter top, stainless
steel appliances, modern
layout, 3 new 4-piece
washrooms, new plumbing & electrical panel (100
amps), sub floor with hardwood flooring on upper &
main, oak stairs, potlights, potential 2 bedroom layout
finished basement unit with laundry & kitchen roughin, new front & basement windows - & much more.
Close to all amenities, transit & highway 410.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

The place where transit
and schools are within
touching distance.
Shopping, parks, trails,
and lush golf courses
add excitement. Relaxing
amenities and livable
suites bring joy every day.

Starting
From

Artwalk Condos Vaughan
 rtwalk Condos is a new
A
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.

Brampton: HIGHEST SOLD ON THE STREET!!!

For Sale

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

Starting
From Low -

Newly Renovated. Registered second unit
dwelling with the City of Brampton.
Approximately 3,000 sq ft.

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

