CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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Devika Misra from JNU, New
Delhi, looked at ‘Phagwa in Film’

Russel Lutchmn photo; artwork Ryan Beamul

INSURANCE
NCIC’s Dr Visham Bhimull (centre, right) with the group Biraja Raja
Cultural Foundation of Trinidad and Tobago

Phagwa event engages global scholars

Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

In a first, NCIC conference draws diaspora together online

www.omesh.com

By Romeo Kaseram
Toronto – In what was a first online international Phagwa
conference, the National Council of Indian Culture in
Trinidad and Tobago successfully brought together 65 scholars in a global engagement that included diasporic representation from Fiji, Mauritius, Guyana, South Africa, Trinidad
and Tobago, Guyana, and from India.
With its theme, ‘Phagwa in the Global Village: Traditions,
Innovations and Future Developments’, the virtual event
ran for two days from March 13 to March 14. Also among
the participants were scholars from the US, New Zealand,
Suriname, Grenada, and Jamaica.
“The First International Phagwa Conference was a tremendous success. There was great particiaption from all
parts of the Indian Diaspora and India. We are all pleased
with the successful run of this first ever Phagwa conference,”
said conference committee chair, Dr Primnath Gooptar.
He added, “I thank all presenters for their support and
participation in the conference, and we look forward to
working with them in the future. The NCIC will now focus
on publishing the proceedings of the conference.”

In a build-up to the event last week, NCIC’s communications lead, Surujdeo Mangaroo, told Newsday in Trinidad and
Tobago that it was the first time an event as an International
Phagwa Conference was being organised in any part of the
world.
Said Mangaroo: “While it has gained in popularity over the
years, few efforts have been made to study this festival from
an academic standpoint.”
He noted the conference’ aim was to engage scholars and
researchers in a global dialogue on Phagwa; also, that it was
aiming to create wider awareness of the festival.
As a Hindu festival, Phagwa is observed in March, and
celebrates the end of winter and the start of Spring. There are
many different legends to its origins, journalist and author
Ariti Jankie told Indo Caribbean World.
“As many colours as there are in the festival of Phagwa, or
Holi, so too are the legends associated with it. This ancient
Hindu festival is celebrated with the coming of Spring each
year,” she said.
Jankie was among the presenters at the conference, and
See Page 18: NCIC holds first

NY groups call for an
end to gender violence

T
6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

In composite, a member of South Queens Women’s March (left) and a
young lady (centre) in NY call for an end to gender violence; at right
is BRO member, Pooran Parai. (Dhanpaul Narine photos)
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Ali’s Roti Shop
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Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

he deaths of Andrea Bharatt
and Ashanti Riley in Trinidad
and Tobago pulled at the heartstrings of a nation, New York correspondent, Dhanpaul Narine, writes in
this edition.
In other Caribbean nations, such
as Guyana and Jamaica, crime is out
of control. The majority of victims are
women, and they seldom have access
to justice.
In a call for justice, the newly formed
advocacy group in NY, Brothers Reach
Out, held a rally to support the women’s cause, and to advocate for an end
to all forms of gender-based violence.
The rally was also supported by the
South Queens Women’s March.
See story on Page 15

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sajad Gulamali
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•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
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1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$437,000

$534,900

Luxury Condo

X-LARGE

Here is a real honest bargain. Impressive suite with
concierge services. Lovely luxury building with car
washing station, billiards room, Olympic size pool,
hot tub, gym, quiet room, entertainment room, and
guest suites. Move right in!

A most tempting buy in a gated community. Features 2 bedrooms, a large dens, 2 balconies, master bedroom with full ensuite and walk-in closet, tall
ceilings, solarium, porcelain, and laminate floors. A
touch of heaven for tired feet.

$649,700

$850,000

Heart of Downtown

Fresh as Spring!

Spacious 1 bdm with large living & dining areas
& beautiful updated, modern kitchen. Located
in TO’s central dwntn core, this beautiful suite is
close to schls, universities, subway lines, public
transit & many more amenities. Large windows
provide a breathtaking view of TO’s skyline.

Don’t miss out on this elegant home, featuring
lovely open concept plan that boasts space & living
comfort. Large kitchen walks out to 2-tier level deck
to enjoy lush greenery. Features extended drvway
with wraparound concrete pathway, gorgeous hardwood floors & close to many outdoor amenities.

$1,149,700

$989,700

Take a Better Look!

Simply Unbeatable

A Man’s Ambition - A Woman’s Dream!
Unique, Not Unusual. This home is located on a
quiet court in Mississauga. Features 4 bedrooms
with 3 full washrooms on the upper level; main
floor with a large family room, gas fireplace, open
concept living and dining room, large eat in kitchen
and a full basement. Great for a large family.
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$980,000

You will be impressed with this large home containing a three-bedroom basement apartment!
With 9’ ceilings on main flr, an enclosed lawn with
patio stones, & open concept, it offers tremendous
space. Located near York University & the new
subway line, this home is like hitting the jackpot!

S

S

O
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A big opportunity awaits! Located in one of Mississauga’s prime areas, this property sits on a deep
lot with mature trees. You will be impressed by the
space! Features a large eat-in kitchen, spacious
double car garage with internal access, and a
separate entrance for the basement!
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$839,500
Be The First Lady
Home with bsmnt apt. This impressive home features 3 bedrooms on upper floor. Master bdrm has
a full ensuite & walk-in closet. The main floor has a
fam. room with gas fplce, private dining area & a
living room. Basement is finished with 2 bedrooms,
kitchen & separate entrance. See for yourself.

CANADA

DENTISTRY

Indo-Canada Chamber holds IWD event

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Leaders note resilience & dedication as mantras to success

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard
Apoora Srivastava
Bonnie Crombie
Vasudha Seth
By Mayank Bhatt
can do; by advancing gender equality we can add $150 billion to
n its program marking International Women’s Day, the our economy, and $12 trillion to the world economy.”
Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce’s ninth annual IWD
A panel discussion followed, “Women Leaders: What it
celebrations program featured high-powered, high-achiev- takes to reach the top and stay at the top”, and was moderated
ing women leaders from the corporate, government, and diplo- by Sangita Iyer, an independent documentary filmmaker, and
matic spheres.
positive psychology expert. The panelists were
The event’s keynote address was delivered by
Apoorva Srivastava, Consul General of India in
President of FedEx Express Canada Lisa Lisson.
Toronto; Her Worship Bonnie Crombie, Mayor
In her address, Lisson highlighted the signifiof Mississauga; and Vasudha Seth, Director of
cance of IWD, emphasising it is on this day that
Sales at ArcelorMittal Dofasco and the Vice
women are recognised for their achievements
Chair at Ontario Chamber of Commerce.
without regard to division, whether national,
In her introduction to the discussion, Iyer
ethnic, cultural, economic, or political.
said women leaders face a glass ceiling in their
Lisson also noted IWD marks the acknowlrise to the upper echelons of their career ladder
edgement of women’s rights and accelerating
– whether in the corporate world, or in governgender parity, with some of its values being
ment or in bureaucracy. This is an undeniable
justice, dignity, hope, equality, collaboration,
fact that persists despite enactment of legislatenacity, appreciation, respect, and empathy.
tions globally to empower women.
Lisa Lisson
Emphasising the need to develop resilience,
In her opening statement, Apoorva Srivastava
Lisson said, “I have learnt that we are all born with a resilient said, “The diplomat’s profession is immensely enriching. It is a
muscle, and it is up to us to decide if we want to strengthen it. journey of experience, enrichment, you get to travel a lot, stay
They say that what doesn’t break you, makes you stronger; but I in a country for three years, you get the opportunity to absorb a
have come to realise that there is an X factor in there.”
culture, make lifelong friends.”
She added, “We all need to strengthen our resilient muscle
She added, “To be a part of foreign service, you have to learn
when life doesn’t go according to our plan because adversity in a language, and I learnt French, which led to a posting in Paris.
some form or another is just a fact of life. Some of the factors This was followed by a posting in Kathmandu, and then when
that make a person resilient are maintaining a positive attitude, the Indian Ambassador to Nepal was posted to Paris, he took
being optimistic, being mindful, regulating our thoughts and me and my husband, who was also serving in Kathmandu to
emotions, the ability to look for life lessons during tough times, Paris. Thereafter, I had an immensely successful and fruitful
and believing that there are brighter days ahead, even when we stint as the staff officer with Sushma Swaraj and then with Dr
are not sure how.”
Jaishankar before I came here.”
Lisson also shared a story of how she overcame tragedy when
Mayor Bonnie Crombie said that her path to the top was
her husband had a heart attack and could not recover from it. accidental, but once chosen, she was determined to get there.
She confesses that grief hit her harder than she thought it would. She became the Liberal candidate for Streetsville, and won
Her mother helped her overcome the tragedy by imparting the the Parliamentary election, but took an early retirement from
simple advice: “Life is not what happens to you, but what you the House of Commons. It was then that Hazel McCallion
choose to do with what happens to you”.
approached her to contest the councillor polls, which she won.
In her special address, Guest of Honour, Hon. Mary Ng, When Hazel McCallion decided to retire, Bonnie Crombie ran
Canada’s Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion, and and won the Mayoral polls, and was re-elected.
International Trade, said the IWD is the time to reinforce the
Vasudha Seth said, “Since I began, there has been a tremengovernment’s commitment to gender equality.
dous change in the demographic of the company, there are a lot
She added this commitment is a key agenda for the govern- more women in the professional and manufacturing spheres of
ment, and there is still more work to be done to ensure equal the company. An important part of my journey was realising
participation of women in every sphere – from boardrooms to fairly early on that even though I had studied engineering, it
businesses, to classrooms, and community centres.
wasn’t the best fit for me, and I decided to push myself further
Said Ng: “Supporting women is the smartest thing that we and do my MBA. So, an important lesson is to be open-minded.”

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME

Mary Ng

Servicing our community for over 30 years.
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Ontario pharmacies now offering Covid-19 vaccines
Toronto – As supply increases, the Ontario government is
expanding the delivery channels available to administer Covid19 vaccines to include pharmacies and primary care settings.
From March 12, over 325 pharmacies started offering the
AstraZeneca/Covishield vaccine to eligible Ontarians aged
60-64, by appointment only, as part of the vaccine delivery pilot
program in specific regions.
Details were provided by Premier Doug Ford, Christine
Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health, Solicitor
General Sylvia Jones, and General Rick Hillier (retired), Chair
of the Covid-19 Vaccine Distribution Task Force.
“We are about to achieve a major milestone in our battle
against Covid-19,” Premier Doug Ford said last week. Last week
Ontario reached the one million mark for doses administered,
and continues to lead the country in vaccinations completed.
Ford added, “… [We] are just ramping up and mobilising
even more members of Team Ontario in our pharmacies and
primary care settings. We have a plan to get vaccines into arms
as quickly as possible in order to keep people safe, and we will
do that as long as we have a steady supply from the federal
government.”
With the arrival of 194,500 doses of the AstraZeneca/
Covishield vaccines, select pharmacies began booking appointments on March 10 in three public health unit regions: Toronto,
Windsor-Essex, and Kingston, Frontenac, Lennox & Addington.
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Vaccinations available through pharmacies will require an
appointment to be made in advance. Eligible adults aged 60-64
(as defined by year of birth between 1957-1961), who are interested in booking an appointment, can visit ontario.ca/pharmacycovidvaccine to find a participating pharmacy, and can
contact the pharmacy to make an appointment.

Markham calls for volunteers

Markham – The City of Markham is calling for volunteers
for the Mayor’s Black Youth Liaison Committee. The Mayor’s
Black Youth Liaison Committee will be a voice for Black youth
in the City of Markham by providing an open forum for youth
to convey perspectives on issues and initiatives that are of particular importance to them.
The Committee will provide guidance and advice to the City
to support Black youth in the community, and combat antiBlack racism, in collaboration with key City staff, including the
City’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Specialist, political leaders
and community stakeholders.
Until April 2, 2021, applications are being accepted to fill a
minimum of eight spots (with one to two representatives from
each of Markham, Milliken, Thornhill, and Unionville). If you
will be between 15 to 19 years of age at the start of your term
and a resident of Markham, click here. For more information
and to apply, call Laura Gold at 905-477-7000.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Tel: 416-234-1446						
8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Epic disparities

A

s unfortunate as it is, given the epidemic and epic
disparities in the inequitable global distribution
of Covid-19 vaccines between rich and poor
nations, what it comes down to for developing and poorer
nations as Caricom’s Guyana, Barbados, and Trinidad and
Tobago, and the others, is these countries are being forced
to make the best with the little that is available.
For example, a hard count onsite in Georgetown earlier
this week indicated there were 103,000 units for two shots
of Covid-19 vaccines, enough to inoculate 51,500 persons
with both of the required doses. The vaccines arrived in
Guyana via generous donations: 3,000 doses out of Barbados’ gift with India’s generosity; 20,000 from China; and
recently, 80,000 from India.
It must be emphasised that the vaccines in cold storage
in Georgetown all came from donations, with the majority from India’s international ‘Vaccine Maitri’ generosity.
What must also be emphasised is that despite pressing and
urgent needs in developing and poorer nations, the reality
is that wealthier Western countries have neither donated,
nor sold a single vaccine outside of its borders.
An online check of the global vaccination rollout, as is
being documented by The New York Times, indicates that
more than 359.4 million doses have already been administered globally, equal to 4.7 doses for every 100 persons.
However, as the NYT noted, there was “already a stark gap
between vaccination programs in different countries, with
many yet to report a single dose”.
A quick perusal of the NYT’s statistics is as startling
as it is disappointing for the too apparent inequities in
purchase, distribution, and deployment of vaccines. Earlier this week, the UK’s vaccination programme indicated
close to 25 million out of its approximately 54 million population had been inoculated; there were over 107 million
vaccinations administered to the 328 million population
in the US; and here in Canada, over three million shots
were administered to our 32 million population.
However, on the Caribbean side of the fence, Barbados
has inoculated close to 60,000 out of its 287,000 nationals; Guyana has administered 1,852 shots in a population
of 782,000 nationals; Grenada, 3,000 in a total of 112,000;
with Trinidad and Tobago being last of the lot, having
deployed a mere 440 shots in a population of 1.4 million
nationals. Note that all the vaccines administered were
sourced from donations, and most came from India.
The upward climbing of the vaccination numbers in
the wealthier nations such as the UK, US, and Canada
is undoubtedly linked to actual deliveries of vials of vaccines. Of course, it is understood that among the reasons
for more quantitative deliveries are the leveraging of currency, and the volume of shots ordered by these wealthier
and powerful nations; also, richer countries overlapped
orders with pharmaceutical companies in case their vaccine brands did not receive approval.
As the online publication The Conversation has reported, the Duke Global Health Innovation Center in the US
tracks how many doses nations have ordered, along with
the surplus. According to the website, the EU ordered 1.6
billion doses for its adult population of roughly 375 million, leaving a likely surplus of 525 million full vaccinations. The UK ordered 219 million full vaccinations for its
54 million adults for a surplus of 165 million; and our own
Canada ordered 188 million full vaccinations for 32 million adults, with an excess of 156 million doses.
Understandably, the inequity is disheartening that developing and poorer nations remain at the back of the
line; and in some cases, are being pushed further behind.
Recently, Trinidad and Tobago learned its first anticipated
shipment due at the end of the month under the COVAX
arrangement was reduced to 33,600 from 100,800 doses.
WHO’s director-general, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has warned that the world is on the brink of a “catastrophic moral failure” if rich countries continue to hog
the world’s vaccine doses. Developing and poorer nations
having to make do with less will not help the world overcome this debilitating Covid-19 pandemic.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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‘Pathogen to Profit’

his is how Dr David Martin, National Intelligence
Analyst, summarised the saga of the Covid-19 outbreak.
March 11, 2021 marked a year since the WHO declared
the infection a pandemic. On that date, 118,000 people were
infected globally, with 4,300 deaths. The first cases were reported from Wuhan, China, in December 2019; China
took drastic steps to lock down the affected areas.
By March 11, 2020, Canada had 117 cases: British
Columbia 46, Ontario 42, Alberta 19, Quebec 8,
New Brunswick 1, plus a tourist from the Grand
Princess cruise-ship. A year later, there were
117,971,734 cases worldwide (deaths 2,641,557); Canada had
899,757 cases (d. 22,371); the US 29,148,354 (d. 544,039), India
11,262,707 (d. 158,320); Brazil 11,202,415 (d. 273,124); Russia
4,302,726 (d. 90,734); and UK 4,241,677 (d. 125,168).
A look at the events that led to this reveals interesting details.
I will focus on a few. Covid-19 is a coronavirus, like SARS
(2003) and belongs to a family of viruses called Nidoviruses,
which include five major groups causing animal disease –
Coronavirus, Torovirus, Bafinivirus, Arterivirus and Okavirus
– altogether 33 species, of which coronavirus has 21, including
SARS. Virologists have yet to fully study these in their stable
form, which does not usually last very long, because of mutation. Coronaviruses are tiny: 1/10,000 the thickness of a human
hair; they primarily infect the respiratory and alimentary tracts
of certain mammals and birds. Human infection originates
directly from the animals, or indirectly through another agent.
Thus, the need to study their behaviour.
Nations have long toyed with the advantage of germ warfare
to destroy humans, leaving expensive infrastructure intact.
But difficulties of synthesis, control and targetted delivery have
constrained them. However, the unravelling of the genetic code
and development of gene-editing tools have greatly simplified
study methods and reduced costs, giving scientists toys to play
with genes to make germs more dangerous or more harmless
(gain, or loss of function), and to patent their creations, thus
totally controlling their use, to profit from them, or use them
to threaten others. Bio-weapons have thus become affordable.
Recognising the dangers of such manipulation, the international community renewed the post-WWI ban on chemical
and biological weapons (1925 Geneva protocol, which the US
did not sign). In the 1960s, biological weapons were seriously
mooted by many countries; the US built stockpiles. Resistance

grew and strengthened; today microbial warfare is rejected,
but the urge to be best lingers. Researchers in several countries
were cleared to do this sensitive and dangerous research. One
such was the US CDC-NIAID (US Centres for Disease Control’s
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases), headed,
from 1984, by Dr Anthony Fauci, who promoted
and funded “gain-of-function” (G-of-F) research,
Mohan
both in the US and China. Newsweek magazine
Ragbeer reported, “He argued that the research was worth
the risk it entailed because it enables scientists to
make preparations that could be useful if and when
a pandemic occurred”, while hundreds of reputable scientists
have called such work immoral and of high risk globally. And as
SARS, and now Covid-19 have shown, such research has helped
neither prevention nor treatment, contrary to Fauci’s claims.
In 2003, Fauci and colleagues patented a coronavirus variant,
holding exclusive rights from 2003-2018. Note that a manufactured variant is patentable, while a naturally occurring one is
not. The fact that the CDC gene was patented means that the
applicants had proved that it was manufactured, and “belonged”
to CDC-NIAID, for their exclusive use, and profit from vaccines, medications, diagnostic tests, equipment, and so on, thus
turning a pathogen to a profit centre! (Is this why Bill Gates has
intruded in this affair?) In May 2007, CDC petitioned the US
Patent Office to keep its application confidential and private,
#7776521 on SARS Coronavirus, so as to fully exploit it.
Scientific and other pressures (see David E. Martin, PhD
on Means, Motive, and Monetary Gain (MM&MG1, and
MM&MG2) along with much adverse publicity in Nature
News and other publications led the NIH to suspend G-of-F
research on Coronavirus, but allowed research in progress to
continue until the grant expired (Nature News Vol 514, issue
7523). When the article, ‘Engineered Bat stirs debate over risky
virus research’ appeared, along with several others, (Nature1,
Nature2, Nature3, and so on), the NIAID subcontracted the
work to Wuhan, as Daily Mail TV reported: ‘US Gov. gave $3M+
to Wuhan Lab’. It seems to have been done through Ecohealth
Alliance, an entity headed by Peter Daszak, an NIAID grantee;
he was one of the 14 authors of the first case report on Covid-19.
This is the same Peter Daszak, appointed to the WHO team sent
to Wuhan to determine source of Covid-19!
The question is: Was Covid-19 a result of an American initiative?

In collision of worlds, home remains centred

L

ooking back decades later at that time when I was growing up back home, I am now discovering meaning emerging from the world of my youth that I did not take note
of, or did not notice before. In fact, I understand now my education taught me to neatly package the majority of those days and
store it all away. However, I have come to realise I
should not have done so.
Romeo
It is such that now I know that many back-then
Kaseram
moments can today be viewed through lens that
are more definitive and focused; and there are
episodes back then that cannot be neatly packaged and stored away, but should always be revisited, even if
they remain inconclusive.
And that now I have acquired another way to look back,
I see what I describe as metanarratives, where our formative
children’s minds were being directly, and perhaps wholly, influenced by different ideological forces that were deployed to shape
us into obedient, colonised subjects.
Of course, one of the main points of infiltration was how and
what we were being taught in schools. Incidentally, a famous
thinker cites these interventions as the reproduction of ideology
and ideological State apparatuses.
Then there was that other more immediate influence during
our youth, which was inside our houses, and for a few of us,
was done through an imparting of values by one of the main
matriarchs in our homes. In my time, and for many others, this
was notable in the spirit of determination, hard labour, and
indefatigable commitment to many broods of grandchildren,
and this done by no lesser persons than our indomitable and
influential grandmothers.
In fact, now that I look back across the decades, perhaps it
was a good thing that our grandmothers and mothers toiled
quietly, diligently, albeit unknowingly, to inadvertently enable
an alternate, and perhaps redemptive system of values within us.
For many of us, attending school back then meant the daily
regimen saw our minds being drilled into with rote learning,
a repetitive, spinning, and high-impact teaching methodology
that permanently deposited deep inside our craniums bucketful
after bucketful of data.
I recall learning the multiplication tables that were printed in
columns on the back cover of copybooks. We did so in the mottled shadows beneath the canopy of an almond tree that grew
out of the yellow dirt in our primary school compound, with its
above-ground roots similarly knotted like our bony knees.
Learning these tables was a call-and-response, choral affair

performed by our tinny voices to the teacher’s instructional
lead. Or rather, a chanting, but not making wholesome, meditative harmony as vocalised by Benedictine monks.
Instead, we performed at a descant, cacophonous monotone,
which despite it being the multiplication tables, really did not
add up in the end. It was nothing but dissonance
rising above the rapid drumbeats from the teacher, a hand delivering futile metronomic hits on a
desk using a guava rod like a conductor’s baton.
We chanted, “One two is two; two twos are
four, three twos are six…” Learning this way was
like climbing a mountain. The first six tables were a gradual and
easy ascent from the foothills. However, the climb quickly grew
steeper the more we laboured upwards.
Then came the ten-times’ table, which was a breeze, a kind of
plateau where we caught our collective breaths. However, even
as we inhaled the fresh air from the ten-times’ table, “One ten
is ten; two tens ARE twenty; three tens ARE thirty”, we were
anxiously looking upwards, wondering whether we would have
stamina left to navigate the rocky syllabic structure of the 11and 12-times’ table.
Understandably, we lost a few climbers along the way. They
were classmates who had failed to train with homework; many
who fell over the edge were never sighted again.
A few made it up the summit, flawlessly reciting the 12-times’
table, to momentarily stand at the top, then to carefully make
their way back down. Even fewer went on to the higher standards, and then made it to high school; two-twos are four, or
even less, made it further up.
This is how we were taught during our early school days.
Inevitably, what we took away from the classrooms came into
collision with what we knew in our homes, particularly among
those, who like me, were being solely guided by an overworked,
under-rested, and multi-tasking 24-7/365 grandmother.
I recall one day in class a young lady arguing with the teacher
over the pronunciation of “One”. She insisted the teacher was
incorrect.
“You don’t pronounce it “Won”, she argued. Instead, she
maintained “One” was pronounced “Wan”, defiantly insisting,
“This is how my grandmother says it”.
Her grandmother was the measure for her youthful world.
In the collision between school and home, Ma was at the centre.
Years later she was caring for her Ma. It is now I understand
that having climbed to the top of her 12-times’ table, she too
had returned, wondering what was so Wow! about the moment.
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Rest assured: Caricom govts bringing vaccines home

Narendra Modi

David Comissiong

Ghebreyesus of the WHO, negotiated with the
African Union to purchase a quantity of vaccines on the AU’s Medical Supplies Platform.
This negotiation has led the AU to carve out 1.5
million of their 250 million vaccine purchase,
and to allocate these vaccines to our Caricom
nations. And because the AU purchase is such
a massive one, it means that - once again – our
member states are benefiting from some of the
cheapest prices available internationally.
The Pan-American Health Organisation
Programme: The standard institution through

Roosevelt Skerrit

which our Caricom states access and purchase
vaccines is the PAHO, and the Covid-19 vaccine is no exception. Thus, after having utilised
the COVAX and AU mechanisms, our Caricom
member states will be able to access additional
vaccines through PAHO – once again, at some
of the best prices available internationally.
And so, Caribbean people can rest assured
that, after some 53 years of the Carifta/
Caricom experience, our governments are well
aware of the benefits of collective action!
Indeed, I would like our people to know that
from the very start of the Covid-19 pandemic
our governments have undertaken a collective, Caricom-based response to the crisis, led
by such regional institutions as the Caricom
Secretariat, the Caribbean Public Health
Agency, the UWI Covid-19 Task Force, the
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management
Agency, the Regional Security System, and
PAHO, among others.
Of course, in addition to the three Caricombased initiatives outlined above, there was the
greatly appreciated donation of Covid-19 vaccines by the government of India to various
Caricom nations. This fortuitous development

was rooted in the close relationship that exists
between the Prime Minister of Dominica, the
Honourable Roosevelt Skerrit, and the government and India’ PM Narendra Modi.
This relationship has been leveraged by
PM Skerrit, Barbados’ PM Mia Mottley, and
Antigua and Barbuda’s PM Gaston Browne,
among others, to deliver hundreds of thousands of free vaccines to the various countries
of our region. And to the credit of our political
leaders, they have opted to share their vaccine
gifts with fellow Caricom member states!
Finally, there is the beckoning Cuban
Covid-19 vaccine. Our Caribbean civilisation
is fortunate to have a member nation that possesses the technical capacity to create a vaccine
to respond to this deadly virus. Cuba is now
in the final phase of testing its “Soberana 02”
vaccine, and it is confidently expected that this
vaccine will receive WHO certification, and be
available by September of this year.
And, needless to say, a number of Caricom
nations, inclusive of Barbados, are making
arrangements to access the Cuban vaccine as
soon as it becomes available.
It also needs to be noted that our Caricom
Heads of Government have publicly expressed
their disgust and dismay at the manner in
which a number of powerful and wealthy
nations have been seeking to monopolise the
world’s stock of Covid-19 vaccines, to the
great distress and disadvantage of relatively
small developing countries like our Caribbean
nations.
This has led Caricom to officially request
that the WHO organise a Global Summit to
address the issue of equitable access by all
countries to the world’s stock of Covid-19 vaccines.
David Comissiong, Barbados’ Ambassador
to Caricom, via email.
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Dear Editor,
There seems to be a perception that Caricom
member states have not undertaken a collective Caricom initiative to secure Covid-19 vaccines for our region. Nothing could be further
from the truth!
Therefore, I would like to briefly inform the
Caribbean people about the three major collective Caricom-based vaccine initiatives in which
all of our member states are engaged. They are
as follows:
The WHO/COVAX Scheme: All Caricom
member states have signed on to the vaccine
component of the WHO’s “Access to COVID19 Tools” programme known as COVAX.
Under this Programme, our Caricom member
states will receive some 20 percent of their
vaccine needs. Furthermore, Caricom member states that are designated as “Low Income
Countries” will receive their vaccines free of
cost, while “Middle Income Countries” will
have to pay – but at the best prices available
internationally.
The AU’s Medical Supplies Platform:
Cognisant of the fact that our vaccine needs
extend beyond the COVAX programme,
Caricom, with the assistance of Dr Tedros

A scientist in Havana holds up a sample of the Cuban vaccine, Soberana 02

Rich vs poor nations in vaccine acquisition
Dear Editor,
around the world. In the Caricom region, India
There is a clear dichotomy in the global has donated over 500,000 vaccines, of which
response to the acquisition and distribution Guyana received 80,000 earlier this month.
of Covid-19 vaccines among the top capital- India has so far provided 36.37 million vaccine
ist states of America, Britain,
doses to 35 countries, and
Canada, Europe (ABCEU), and
to UN health workers and
the socialist countries of China,
peacekeepers.
Russia, India, and Cuba (CRIC).
China and Russia are also
On one hand, you have the
doing the same. Cuba is in
ABCEU countries exhibiting
the forefront, and is the only
the essence of individualism
country to date that has been
that characterises capitalism
sending out medical brigades
in their “me first” approach to
to assist fraternal nations in
acquiring vaccines. They have
fighting the Covid-19 virus.
used their wealth and influence
This is what international
to order and over-order vacsolidarity and fraternal relacines from the suppliers, and, in
tionships are all about. It is
the process, have relegated less
a principle that is integral to
developed countries to a very
social democracy, especially
low position down the supply
in facing a global pandemic
Mia Mottley
chain.
against which no one is safe
They are even competing against each other until all are safe.
for the vaccine, as it was recently reported that
One thing you can say about socialist counpharmaceutical firms in Europe told Britain tries is that they ran bad economies, but great
that they can get their supplies only after the medical systems. This is now bearing fruit,
orders of their European nations have been with all the CRIC nations manufacturing their
filled.
own vaccines, and selflessly sharing with grateIf we are to go by current orders placed with ful nations.
manufacturers in America and Europe, the less
This pandemic is also making us, as a
developed nations would perhaps receive their nation, aware of who are our real friends and
supplies by 2022. The ABCEU nations have who are convenient friends, which is somehogged all the potential vaccines for the rest thing we should always be cognisant of when
of the year, with no intent to share any inter- engaging in bilateral discussions.
nationally. This reflects the ideological sterility
A special ‘Thank you’ to India, China, and
and selfish values of capitalism.
Prime Minister Mia Mottley of Barbados for
Now, take the socialist or former socialist their spirit of international solidarity and fracountries. India is in the forefront of donat- ternity.
ing free vaccines to less developed nations
Reggie Bhagwandin, via email.
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Ask Jay...

Vaccine letter did not offend norms

Dear Editor,
facing a pandemic, and the people of Trinidad
Earlier this month, members of the PNM and Tobago being left vulnerable without a
government, in an attempt to hide their bruised proper vaccine roll-out, while nation after
egos from their vaccine failures, sought to nation in the Caribbean vaccinates their popudemonise Opposition Leader Kamla Persad- lations.
Bissessar for writing to the Indian governPersad-Bissessar has a constitutional
ment to procure vaccines
duty today, as did David
for Trinidad and Tobago.
Cameron in 2006, to ensure
However, it is important
the welfare of her citizens.
to note their rants and raves
As the Prime Minister in
about Persad-Bissessar’s
waiting, a position which
actions are totally baseless,
started developing since
or represent a thorough
the parliamentary reform
ignorance of international
of 1832, our Opposition
relations, especially within
Leader was within her right,
the Westminster system.
as well as that granted by
Persad-Bissessar
is
parliamentary precedent to
certainly not the first
seek help for citizens left
Opposition Leader to reach
exposed by a failing governout to a foreign government
ment.
for help, and her actions are
However, putting parliaKamla Persad-Bissessar
in no way offensive to the
mentary practice aside, we
norm of global political relations.
have seen many former prime ministers stand
In 2006, before he became UK prime minis- for their nations in times of crisis, especially
ter four years later, David Cameron in his role when the current leadership has failed.
of UK opposition leader, as well as leader of the
Persad Bissessar had a duty as a former
Conservative Party, visited India to discuss his prime minister, current Opposition Leader
vision for global trade as well as other issues, and more so as a prominent individual in
which he would develop as the alternative this country to seek help for a population left
prime minister.
unprotected by a government that has clearly
Importantly, Cameron as Opposition Leader abdicated its responsibility in this crisis.
was afforded a meeting with then-Indian Prime
Maybe their modus operandi has changed
Minister Manmohan Singh to discuss the issue because they don’t have an “August 10, 2020
of trade and jobs for the UK people.
election” to win again on the slogan 'We deal
Cameron’s actions four years before he actu- with Covid de best”, but one thing remains
ally became prime minister were undertaken certain – this administration has failed on the
within the true spirit of Westminster politics, roll-out of a vaccine.
where it is the role of the Opposition Leader
The only persons who should be feeling
to consistently look at avenues by which they shame are the Cabinet members and the Prime
could protect the population, given shortcom- Minister of Trinidad and Tobago.
ings, or possible failures of the government.
Nicholas Morris, International Affairs
Fast forward 15 years later, with our world Officer, UNC, via e-mail.

Scripture origins to ‘vaccine friendship’

Dear Editor,
The Covid-19 pandemic occurred at a time when
humanity was, and continues
to be, at a crossroads.
Climate change, the global
plastic scourge, ethnic tensions, and social divisions were
magnified with the many lockdowns worldwide. The world
cannot continue to operate
how it did pre-Covid-19.
Honest introspection coupled with personal and political
will to change are mandatory
for our survival. One country
demonstrating this introspecIndia’s PM Narendra Modi with his mom, Heeraben,
tion is India.
This nation’s vaccine diplo- following her inoculation last week
macy, known as “vaccine maitri”, or vaccine the concerted effort of environmental awarefriendship, owes its foundation to a most revo- ness, including mammoth reforestation drives,
lutionary idea first penned in the most ancient and the reduction of single-use plastics.
These initiatives were taking place in an
religious scriptures known to humanity.
This principle is known as “Vasudaiva environment of accelerated development.
It is unfortunate that many people in our
Kutumbakam”, which simply translates, “The
post-colonial Trinidadian society, blinded by
world is one family”.
This bold statement is found in the Maha race and politics, are reluctant to embrace the
Upanishad and demonstrates the introspection humble leadership India provides in the 21st
and change needed in modern times: “The dis- century.
If we were to let go of these prejudices and
tinction of ‘this is mine, and that is not’ is made
only by the narrow-minded. For those of noble propaganda, then we might be able to change
the trajectory of our lives and our nation.
conduct, know that the world is one family”.
This humble Trinidadian and descendant of
India, the world’s largest democracy is leadthe Indian diaspora pays tribute to India, and
ing by example, rather than by words only.
Even before vaccinating its own, India has its leader, Sri Narendra Modi, for its leadership
shared its vaccines with the world, with small in the post-pandemic world. It must continue
nations right here in the Caribbean benefitting. to be an example to the world.
The consciousness of its people continues
Contrast this to the global superpowers that
have hoarded more vaccines than they need, to echo today, as it did in the Upanishads miland will share with others only when they have lennia ago:
“You are what your deep, driving desire is.
completed their vaccinations.
It will be wrong to suggest that India’s As your desire is, so is your will. As your will
approach to modern challenges is a reforma- is, so is your deed. As your deed is, so is your
destiny”.
tion-only post-pandemic.
Vedavid Manick, via email.
In 2018, I visited India and saw first-hand
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The Venom of Real Estate Fraud

ou can be an innocent victim in real estate fraud. Approximately 45,000 people in Canada
became fraud victims in 2019. Olga, a victim of real estate fraud, said, “Before you knew
it, the bite was painful, and the venom paralysed you financially”. Fraud may lead to loss
of property, damaged credit, and unexpected debts. Real estate fraud can be divided into three
categories: fraud for shelter, fraud for profit, and title fraud.
Buyden, a first-time buyer, wanted to buy a home for $700,000. The lender told him not to
exceed $600,000. Buyden’s realtor introduced him to a mortgage broker, Mr Fake, who guaranteed the mortgage. Mr Fake switched some numbers. An income of $68,000 for Buyden became
$86,000. This is an example of fraud for shelter. In many instances the job letter, pay stubs, T4
slips, and credit reports are tampered with. Buyden’s realtor and the mortgage broker earned a
commission and Buyden got the home. It was a win-win some may say, but in the end Buyden
was bitten.
Lenders qualify someone based on a gross debt ratio (GDS) of 32 percent and a total debt
service (TDS) of 42 percent of the borrower’s income. The GDS ratio is the amount of income
allowed to pay mortgage and property tax, and the TDS ratio is the percentage of their income
used to pay for mortgage, property tax, and all other debts. The ratios are established to ensure
that buyers can carry their financial burden without strain. When a buyer inflates his income, he
has to carry a heavier financial burden. After living in the home for six months, Buyden defaulted
on his mortgage. The lender discovered what happened, and Buyden, along with the realtor and
mortgage broker, were charged with fraud.
Mortgage fraud can happen in many other ways. For example, artificially increasing the sale
price and then claiming the difference as a deposit given to the seller. In this case, the buyer
does not have a down payment, or tries to increase their down payment to 20 percent in order
to avoid paying the lender’s mortgage insurance. Another example is to manipulate the deposit.
Here the original offer is made with a large deposit. Once the lender approves, an amendment
is made to decrease the deposit and the amendment is not given to the lender. Fraud for shelter
hurts everyone because lenders pass on their losses to consumers.
Fraud for profit occurs when borrowers defraud the lender. Slick Rick bought a home for
$500,000 and flipped it within a few months to a straw buyer for $850,000. A straw buyer is
someone who, for a few thousand dollars, offers to buy a property on behalf of the accomplice.
Usually all their documents, such as a job letter, pay stubs, credit report, etc., are fabricated. In
this example, Slick Rick received $850,000. He paid the straw buyer and pocketed the difference.
Within a few months, the mortgage was in default and the lender suffered a nasty financial blow.
This type of fraud usually involves a realtor, a mortgage broker, an appraiser, and a lawyer, who
all share the profit. If you are ever approached by someone who offers an incentive so that they
can use your name to buy a property, be careful. You can become the next straw buyer.
Title fraud is when someone steals your identity and uses it to sell or re-mortgage your property without your permission. The fraudster targets those who are mortgage free. This information
is available from the land registry, which is available to everyone. Once the fraudster steals the
homeowner’s identity, he/she can sell the property to an unsuspecting buyer or an accomplice,
or re-mortgage the property and run away with the loot. Identity theft is when the fraudster attempts to trick someone to provide their personal details. With the rise of online shopping and
social media, hackers are having a field day with identity theft. I recall an incident recently while
updating my navigator. I could not download the maps. A pop-up assistant asked for my phone
number and within five minutes I received a call from someone posing as a trouble shooter who
needed permission to access my computer. I declined.
Fraudsters pose as legitimate companies and gain access to our computers. They are looking
for personal information such as your name, date of birth, SIN, address, driver’s license, account numbers and pins and passwords. With this information, they can open accounts, transfer
funds, make purchases obtain loans and transfer titles.
We must be careful what we are throwing away in our recycle bins and garbage. Bank statements and utility bills are treasure troves for fraudsters. Monitor your credit very often and avoid
having multiple credit cards. Change your password often. Be careful when visiting unsafe sites.
It is best to use one computer strictly for your financing and another one to surf the net. I recommend having title insurance on your property. Also, if you are mortgage free, then have a line of
credit registered on the home. Fraudsters will look for easy targets. Once the crime is committed, it is difficult to correct the mistake.
Many of us leave the doors wide open for fraudsters. We must be vigilant. Invest in a shredder
and destroy unwanted papers. Visit safe sites and delete unwanted emails. Update your computer with virus protection and turn it off after use. Be careful with online shopping, and take
out title insurance.
Jay Brijpaul
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Guyana govt forges ahead with onshore gas processing

A

s Guyana forges ahead with plans to process natural
gas generated by its offshore oil operations onshore at
Wales on the West Bank of Demerara, there remains
many unresolved questions which can only be answered when
detailed technical analyses of the proposed project are completed.
It is also necessary to accurately quantify the volume and
characteristics of the gas that will be available for processing,
prior to determining power plant capacity and output of associated downstream products.
Based on preliminary data, it would appear that the onshore
gas processing project is feasible. So far, there is widespread
speculation, imbued with unfettered optimism among a variety of overnight experts about the potential
outcome of the project, which will come at a
hefty capital cost.
Recognising that it will take more than
subjective talk to bring the project to fruition, the government contended in the 2021
National Budget that consulting services
are currently being procured to conduct
the geotechnical, geophysical, environmental
impact, and Light Detection and Ranging studies to determine
where the gas pipeline will eventually land at Wales, as well as
the sites for the drying facilities, co-generation plant, and essential petrochemical industries.
Evidently, the government is planning to establish an integrated gas processing facility, with power as the main output.
Typically, gas can be used as feedstock to produce a number
of different products, including a variety of petrochemicals,
fertiliser (urea), gasoline, ethanol-based fuel, and liquefied
petroleum gas for household use.
But that would depend on the composition of the gas. So far,
the composition of the associated gas, for instance, propane,
butane, and ethane is unknown, making it difficult to project
how the various components of the natural gas can be best
used. Apparently, it is already established that the gas is wet,
which means that it will contain other associated gases, thus the
requirement for a drying facility.
While gas can be used for several products, it must be noted
that the processing of each component comes at a different cost.
For instance, it is estimated that the capital cost of a gas-based
power plant is about (US) $1.1 million per megawatt (MW); for
a methanol plant is (US) $794 per MT (metric tonne) without
carbon capture, and (US) $917 per MT with carbon capture; for
a urea plant is (US) $850 per MT without carbon capture, and
(US) $955 per MT with carbon capture; and for a gas to gasoline
plant is (US) $1903 per MT.
These costs do not include other major capital expenses for
the drying facility, and the proposed 210-kilometre pipeline.
However, the production of any downstream product would

depend on the quantity of gas that will be piped onshore, plus
the associated capital costs.
According to Exxon estimates, approximately 20 percent of
the more than eight billion barrels of
oil equivalent resources discovered at
the Stabroek Block (Liza Field) is associated natural gas – estimated to be in
the order of 9.6 trillion cubic feet.
While Exxon in recent months has
flared a significant volume of gas,
it contends that the first and highest value of the gas is actually to reinject it in many of the oil reservoirs
to increase the
amount of oil produced. Therefore,
the actual amount
Dwarka
of gas that would be available for piping
Lakhan
onshore is still subject to evaluation.
Notwithstanding, Exxon estimates that it
can deliver more than 50 million cubic feet
of gas per day to shore. Given that each one
million cubic feet of natural gas utilised can produce 5.5 MW
of power, this would be sufficient to meet the government’s
estimate of 250 MW of power.
According to Vice President, Bharrat Jagdeo, it is estimated
that pipeline could cost (US) $500M to (US) $800M, while the
power plant could cost approximately (US) $300M. Costs for
other aspects of the project are still being evaluated. Jagdeo said
Exxon would bear the cost of the pipeline, while the government will be responsible for financing the power plant.
The cost of other components of the proposed project,
including the cost of transporting the gas via the pipeline, are
also still to be determined.
It is possible for financing of the project to include private
investors who might be willing to buy a structured investment,
like a bond, which pays at least an annual coupon. Such investment can be particularly attractive to pension plans once appropriate guarantees are provided.
What is important to note is that the quantity of gas that
would be available for processing is relatively small compared
to gas processing plants in other countries. For instance, neighbouring Trinidad and Tobago produces more than three billion
cubic feet of natural gas per day, that is, more than 60 times
the amount of Guyana. Plus, gas from T&T is dry, and does
not require further processing, such as a drying and separation
facility.
In addition to the processing of natural gas, the government
sees huge upside potential in establishing what it perceives as
“the industrial centre of the Caribbean”, which will be known as
the Wales Development Authority.

It anticipates that once the power plant comes on stream, electricity would be available at a fraction of current cost, making
it attractive to large scale manufacturing and industrial operations. Current electricity costs of 30
cents per kilowatt/
hour are expected
to come down to
about six cents. The
government also
plans to offer special incentives to
investors who set
up operations in
the industrial zone.
Once operational,
Lisa Destiny
the WDA is expected to employ more than 3,000 persons on a full-time basis, plus
thousands more on a part-time basis.
Indirectly, the activities at Wales are also expected to benefit
growth and employment in several other areas of the economy,
particularly in areas of agro-processing, manufacturing, and
exports. All told, the WDA, if it materialises, can provide a big
boost to the non-oil economy.
The government has indicated that it will be moving to pass
legislation to formally establish the WDA. It will be necessary
to establish an independent authority – devoid of political
interference – to govern the WDA and take responsibility for its
success. Jagdeo has indicated that the government is considering
either Central Government control or a separate body. The latter is certainly preferrable, with government oversight.
Whether or not the gas processing operations would fall
directly under the WDA must also be considered.
Regardless, prior to start up, the necessary infrastructure,
regulations and qualified staff must be in place to ensure
smooth operations. More important, the operations must be run
like a business, and not a government ministry. Lessons must be
learned from the failure of Guysuco.
In spite of all the optimism surrounding the prospects of
onshore gas processing, the cost and lifetime value of the project should be established to determine its feasibility relative to
alternative use of the estimated (US) $2 billion dollars that will
be required to bring the project to fruition. At the end of the day,
gas is a finite resource.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is available
on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

Devoted, hard-working, & ‘sassy’ - celebrating my amazing mom
By Dwarka Lakhan
t 97 years old, Chanderdai Lakhan, who celebrated her
birthday on March 9, still sings the song of Guyana’s
children, ‘Born in the Land of the Mighty Roraima’
without missing a word. Not only is her memory still good, but
she remains witty, and is quite “sassy”; in Guyanese parlance, my
dear mother has “a bandage for every sore”.
She is the devoted mother of eight surviving children –
Radica, Sam, Krisendat, Sridatt, Dwarka, Ahilia, Janet, and
Jerome. Unfortunately, one of her sons, Chris, died in 2018.
She single-handedly nurtured her children ever since her late
husband, Narine, passed away almost 48 years ago. Today, she
remains the glue that holds our family together.
Even though her children are all adults, she still worries
about them, as though they are still under her care. She endures
sleepless nights when they are not well, and while they might
try to avoid causing her anxiety if something is really wrong,
her intuition as a mother is still finely-tuned: she can tell from a
voice, or by looking into the eyes.
She says, “Beta, wah wrong? You sure you all right?” Mothers
know best.
Born in Fyrish Village on the Corentyne to Indentured
immigrant parents who arrived in the former British Guiana
as little children, Chanderdai epitomises the courage, strength,
industriousness, and struggles of women who grew up in the
post-Indentureship era in Guyana.
She worked hard in their farms and rice fields, side-by-side
with her husband, and later in their business. She nursed her
husband to health when he was seriously injured as a sugar
worker by a suspected GAWU bomb that blew up the truck in
which he was traveling on Tain Public Road in 1964. This happened during the dark days of civil strife in Guyana. It was a
difficult time, she says, noting, “It was about the struggle to feed
her nine children”, the right of a parent, which the “political”
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Chanderdai Lakhan

bomb had denied.
During that same time, she was also taking care of her
mother, who died in 1966. She often tells the heartbreaking
story of both her grandparents, as told by to her by her mother,
who died on the ship on its way from India to Guyana, and their
bodies were thrown overboard. The struggles of her mother as
a parentless little girl living with different adopted parents over
time in a “foreign” land during Indentureship is still permanently and painfully etched in her memory.
As an adopted child, her mother was part of an arranged
marriage to a much older man, who died when she was still

young. She is the youngest of three children, including a sister
and a brother, who have both since passed away, leaving her as
the only surviving member of her generation. She emotionally
recalls as a teenager having to take care of her blind father. By
then, her older sister and brother were married, leaving her
with her mother.
To keep her going, she maintains a network of old friends
and “people from the village” who now live in North America.
Today, she is not only the matriarch of her own family, but also
for many non-family members who call her “Mother” or “Ma”.
She immigrated to Canada in 1986, following all her children who had already arrived here. But she still yearns to go
home, “To see her house”. Evidently, the memories of “home”
would live with her for as long as she does.
But that’s not the only reason. As a free-spirited individual,
she does not like – as she puts it – to “Live like a bird in a cage”
most of the time, which she says whenever she compares her
lifestyle in Guyana to Canada.
Beyond the evidence of her natural aging, we are grateful
that she still enjoys relatively good health. Even her eyesight
remains resilient: she can thread a needle in fading light. And
she is quite independent too: if allowed, she would sew her
own clothes, and cook her own food.
She loves to read, and writes remarkably well. One of the
most amazing things about her is that sharp memory, and
the clarity with which she recalls, and narrates the “Old Time
Stories” – from Jumbie stories to tales about growing up.
She is a fighter, strong, and an amazing woman whom we
are proud to call “MOTHER”.
Happy birthday to our wonderful mother, mother-in-law,
grandmother, great grandmother, and great, great grandmother. She has reached an age that many of us can only dream
about achieving.
The next milestone is 100, and we all hope she gets there.
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Irony too obvious in Green’s ‘divide & rule’ statement
By Harry Hergash
wish to offer a few comments on the letter, In Guyana we
must be careful not to be consumed by policies that lead to
inequalities, by long standing politician Hamilton Green
(Stabroek News, March 4, 2021) in which he states “...we have the
propaganda gurus in high gear as we observe the anniversary
of the 2020 General Elections... Of course, we have the lengthy
statements about Elections 2020 and except for a brief sentence,
the source of the problem is ignored, which is going into an
election with an imperfect list and the country buckling under a
dictum to suspend house to house registration”.
It is interesting that Green’s letter appears two days after
Stabroek News’ (March 2, 2021) lengthy article, The March 2nd
General Elections and the five-month campaign to steal the result
– a look back, that gives a detailed, factual account of the events
over the five months following the March 2020 elections during which then caretaker President David Granger refused to
concede defeat. The timing of this letter begs the question: Are
the journalists at Stabroek News included in Green’s definition
of “propaganda gurus”?
In relation to his reference to House to House (HtH) registration, Green knows or should know that this was not a requirement if elections were held within the constitutionally required
period after the No Confidence Vote (NCV). The list was valid
until April 30, 2019, well within the timeline from the NCV of
December 22, 2018.
As was reported in the press, GECOM’s in-house lawyer had
given legal advice on this, but the advice was ignored by then
unconstitutionally appointed Chairman of GECOM. HtH registration was simply a ploy to extend the life of Granger’s term
in office. Page One Comment: Democracy at Stake (Stabroek
News, March 2, 2021) is pertinent: “Throughout his tenure
in office, President Granger has presented himself as beyond
reproach while flagrantly breaching the constitution of the
Republic of Guyana in a selfish bid to remain in power to
empower him and his constituency. His vulgar appointment of
Justice James Patterson as GECOM Chairman and the rejection
of the December 21, 2018 motion of no confidence are prime
examples of his unconstitutional behaviour.”
Regarding the point about an imperfect list, the fact is that
APNU+AFC participated in the Claims and Objections process
in compiling the list. Also, on Election day, thousands of the

I
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coalition scrutineers across the country did not encounter illegal voters as they verified the legitimacy of each potential voter
before a person was allowed to vote.
In fact, all parties and observers reported a smooth process on Election day, and APNU+AFC was all set to swear in
Granger. However, the story changed after the results showed
the coalition losing.
Green’s complaint about an imperfect list is laughable in light
of the fact that he was a minister, then a Vice President, and
finally Prime Minister during the PNC’s 28 years in government
from 1964-1992 when the Opposition parties had no involvement in putting together the list for every election during that
period and the list was always padded.
Let us look specifically at the 1985 elections when Green
was the Prime Minister. In his 2006 Internet publication,
From Autocracy to Democracy – Aspects of Post-Independence
Guyanese History (1966-1992), Guyana’s historian and diplomat, the late Dr Odeen Ishmael, 2002 recipient of the Dr Martin
Luther King Jr Legacy Award, notes “the elections of December
1985 were even more heavily rigged than before”. Chapter 27,
under the caption The Rigging of the 1985 elections, provides
details on all aspects of the rigging. However, few excerpts specifically relating to the voters’ list are informative:
“Jeffrey Thomas, the Minister of Home Affairs had refused
to allow Opposition scrutineers to work alongside the official
enumerators in the preparation of the national register. He also
ordered that the birth date of persons, especially between the
ages of 18 to 25, must not be placed on the preliminary list of
voters. The inclusion of birth dates was intended to safeguard
against the padding of the voters lists with underage persons”.
(It should be noted that the Minister of Home Affairs was the
de facto supervisor of the Chief Elections Officer at that time.)
“Neither the voters’ lists for the security forces, nor the list
of proxies were ever supplied to opposition parties. This made
it impossible for opposition monitors to determine whether
multiple voting by members of the security forces occurred...
“The padding was concentrated this time not so much in the
preliminary voters’ list but in the supplementary lists, which
amounted to approximately 44,000 names... Supplementary lists
totalling 17,000 for nine of the ten regions were given to the
PPP on December 8, one day before the election. But the supplementary list for Region 4 (including Georgetown, the capi-

tal), totalling about 27,000, was
not supplied. Thus, opposition
parties had no opportunity to
check these names for errors.”
Further, Green writes “Our
youngsters must know and be
wary of those who use the word
‘democracy’ with such ease.
Democracy happens to be one
of those chameleon words that
changes its meaning by and to
different people”.
Hamilton Green
I do not know what is Green’s definition of democracy, but
I know that he opposed US President Jimmy Carter’s proposal
for free and fair elections in 1992, and he was against foreign
observers for the 2020 elections.
Also, in 1985 when he was Prime Minister, foreign observers
were prevented from entering the country for the election in
that year. In 2020, had it not been for the presence of foreign
observers, especially former Prime Ministers, Owen Arthur
of Barbados who headed the Commonwealth team and Bruce
Golding of Jamaica who headed the OAS team, and the diplomats from the US, Britain, Canada and the European Union,
it is unlikely that the winner of the 2020 elections would have
gained power.
Having benefited from rigged elections for 28 years that
exacerbated the racial division in the country and supported
policies that made Guyana the second poorest country in the
hemisphere by 1992, Green is now offering advice to current
leaders: “We must settle down and not talk of one Guyana while
doing things that create division, not unlike the old imperial
strategy of ‘divide and rule,’ but let us behave in a manner where
there is the same justice for all of us”.
I agree with that lofty view, but coming from Green, it smacks
of hypocrisy. He seems to have forgotten that imperial rule
ended in 1966 and his government was in charge continuously
until 1992.
It is ironic that a beneficiary of the “divide and rule” strategy,
is now cautioning against it. Shakespeare was so right when he
wrote, “If to do were as easy as to know what were good to do,
chapels had been churches, and poor men’s cottages princes’
palaces”.
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Irfaan Ali

Wales Estate where the Guyana govt has chosen to land onshore infrastructure for its gas-to-shore project

Gas-to-shore project gets traction

Georgetown – US oil company ExxonMobil has started
vetting suitable firms to execute the four necessary studies for
Guyana’s intended gas-to-shore project, Minister of Natural
Resources, Vickram Bharrat said yesterday.
The project would utilise associated gas from ExxonMobil’s
Liza Phase One project, which has been in operation since
December 2019, Kaieteur News reported.
After facing much flack from the public regarding the project’s feasibility, and the fast pace at which the government was
moving, Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo had informed that four
studies would be conducted before moving to the construction
phase of the project.
Those are an Environmental Impact Assessment, a Light
Detection and Ranging study, along with Geotechnical and
Geophysical studies.
An EIA analyses the environmental impacts of a proposed
project or development, taking into account inter-related socioeconomic, cultural and human-health impacts, both beneficial
and adverse.
A Light Detection and Ranging study examines the surface
of the earth while using a remote sensing method, while the
Geotechnical and Geophysical studies examine the earth’s physics and structure using mathematical and physical methods and
potential geological constraints for a particular project.

Bharrat also said that the government expects ExxonMobil’s
vetting process to be finalised by the end of March so that the
studies could commence by May. The results of those studies are
expected to inform the design of the pipeline.
The onshore infrastructure is expected to land at the former
Wales Estate.
While it was not the initial location selected, the government
decided, upon assumption of office, that it would not bring the
facilities to Region Four in places such as Ogle or the East Bank
of Demerara, since those areas are set for major development.
The government also took into consideration in its decision
not to bring the facilities close to the city centre, and remained
congnisant of the resistance from the public to the establishment
of certain chemical facilities on the East Bank of Demerara.
The Environmental Protection Agency had been considering
applications for the construction of five chemical warehouse
facilities in support of the oil sector, all near residential areas
and without requirements for an EIA.
The government thought it best to explore areas where there
are large virgin lands and low population density. Two areas,
Crab Island and the Wales Estate, were being considered.
According to the Vice President Jagdeo, the Wales site was
assessed to be the better option, since it is estimated to be less
costly.

Ali, Xi talk about boosting ties
Georgetown – Chinese President Xi Jinping has said that
China and Guyana should take the 50th anniversary of their
diplomatic ties next year as an opportunity to push for more
cooperation and lift bilateral relations to higher levels, a report
on Chinese State media, CGTN said yesterday.
Xi and Guyanese President Irfaan Ali talked by phone, the
report said. It added that Xi suggested both nations “earnestly
respect and accommodate each other’s core interests and major
concerns, promote Belt and Road cooperation, and expand winwin collaboration in areas such as energy and infrastructure”.
Xi said the two countries have had fruitful results in cooperation since the establishment of their diplomatic ties, adding
that China-Guyana relations showed great potential as trading
between the two sides increased amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
According to the report, Xi said China is willing to strengthen Covid-19 vaccine cooperation with Guyana, and will continue to assist in the fight against the coronavirus. So far, China
has donated 20,000 of its vaccines to Guyana.
In return, Ali conveyed his appreciation to China for its assistance to Guyana in the fight against Covid-19. He added that the
friendship between Guyana and China remains strong.
“China is one of Guyana’s most important partners in the
country’s development process, and Guyana is firmly committed to the one-China policy,” Ali said. He also vowed to actively
contribute to the “Belt and Road Initiative” with China, and
to push for more cooperation in areas like infrastructure, the
report noted.
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Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY
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DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Xi Jinping

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Happy Phagwa
To All

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO APRIL 6, 2021
MR GOUDAS RICE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

RADHA KRISHNA GHEE

LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

$999

$799 Lge bag

$799

$1099 Lge Tin

FULL RANGE OF DRIED FRUITS FOR
BAKING, COOKING SWEET DISHES SUCH
AS KHEER & MAKING VARIOUS DESSERTS

GUYANA PRIDE
VERMICELLI

$129 each

Low Price
FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE

DASHEEN LEAVES

Low Price

Available

GLORIA CONDENSED
BEVERAGE WHITENER

COLOURED POWDER
ABEER & ABRAC

2/$300

Available

EDDOES

WHOLE GUYANA
PUMPKIN

$199 LB

$299 LB

(Weekly from Guyana)
BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

PUJA ITEMS
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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Thank You For Your Patronage Over The Past 29 Years
A Blessed & Joyful Holiday To One & All During This Auspicious Time
FOR THE FINEST IN BREAD, TENNIS ROLLS, SALARA, WHOLE WHEAT, AND PASTRIES.
HOT, FRESH, & ALWAYS DELICIOUS PRODUCTS

ETOBICOKE

Westwood
Supermarket
680 Rexdale Blvd.,
Etobicoke,
ON M9W 0B5

416-901-7797

BRAMPTON

WEST TORONTO

Ravi’s West Indian Store
791 Bovaird Drive West
Brampton, ON L6X 0G3

905-497-9025
905-796-6446
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MAIN BRANCH/OUTLET

2691 Markham Road, Unit 11
Toronto, Ontario M1X 1L4

416-298-6611

BRAMPTON

Jas Supermarket
Brampton,
ON L6S 3L2

905-497-9025
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Caribbean Island
Food Market
3432 Weston Road,
Toronto M9M 2W1
(Finch & Weston Rd)

416-746-1592

Combat anti-Black
racism and have
your voice heard.

Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.
Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Ages 15-19

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Apply
now!

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

MAYOR’S
BLACK
YOUTH
LIAISON
COMMITTEE

markham.ca/LetsTalkAboutRacism

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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Successful medical practice for Naparima grad
By Jerome Teelucksingh
Canada. After graduating from college, he briefly worked as a
r Dilmohan Chandi Singh, a retired medical doctor
schoolteacher from 1954 to 1957. However, he soon became
residing in Toronto, is one of the many Caribbean
disillusioned due to the blatant displays of favouritism in the
immigrants who have been able to successfully adapt
teaching profession.
to a new society. His family comprises his wife Merle, and their
Singh believed that if he became a medical doctor then he
children Sean, Steve, Sheldon, Suzanne, and grandchildren.
would be able to assist more people than as a teacher. It was a
Singh’s children have excelled in the fields of
major decision that would change his life.
medicine and business.
In 1956, his former teacher at Naparima
Singh’s paternal great-grandfather was
College, Rev Weldon Grant (a Canadian
Nanhoo, who emigrated from India to
missionary), advised him to go abroad and
Trinidad on the ship, the Fatel Rozack. The
study medicine in Winnipeg, Canada. This
ship docked in the Port-of-Spain harbour,
advice appealed to Singh, who had an uncle
on the north coast of Trinidad, on May 30,
studying in that province.
1845. Nanhoo was only 16 years of age when
In 1957 Singh took a flight from Trinidad
he made this trip.
to Winnipeg, via KLM airline. The cost of
Singh’s paternal grandparents were
the trip was (TTD) $300, and the duration
Harry Persad Singh and his wife Sugia. His
was a week. The route included Curacao,
maternal grandparents were Rampersad
Havana, Montreal, and Toronto. Upon
and Laleet Teelucksingh. Both grandparents
arriving in Toronto, he then took a bus to
were involved in the business sector and
Winnipeg.
agribusiness as they owned a coconut estate
During 1957-1964, he attended the
in Cedros.
University of Manitoba. Interestingly, during
Singh’s parents were Kuan Singh (died in
four summer holidays, Singh was employed
1956) and Rampiarie Singh (died in 1986),
on the Transcontinental VIA Railway. He
who had nine children. Among Singh’s
often worked 21 hours a day on the route
Dr Dilmohan Chandi Singh
brothers are Sonnylal Singh (deceased), Joe
– Montreal to Vancouver. Porter, barman,
Singh (deceased), Hollis Singh (in Ottawa), Danukdhary Singh
and waiter were some of the positions he held whilst working
(in Winnipeg) and Mandata Singh (in Winnipeg). His three
on the railway. Despite the rigorous work schedule, it was a
sisters are Kacie Singh (deceased), Emma Singh (deceased),
memorable experience as this medical student from Trinidad
and Nancy Singh. Nancy resides in Winnipeg.
was able to absorb the beautiful Canadian scenery.
The life story of Dr Singh, an Indo-Trinidadian, is
The majority of the porters working on the train were Afrointeresting and an invaluable lesson for all immigrants. Singh
Canadians. They were friendly towards Singh, and did not
was born on January 1, 1935 at Granville Village in Cedros.
view him as a competitor, but as an immigrant who sought
This village is located on the southern coast of Trinidad and
to improve his status in a competitive society. Probably this
Tobago. He attended Penal Rock Roman Catholic Primary
friendliness exhibited by the Afro-Canadians stemmed from
School, and was one of the first three children, who for the
the fact that his job was temporary and not permanent. In
first time in the school’s history had passed the School Leaving
1964 Singh graduated as a qualified doctor, and for one year
Certificate Examination.
served his internship at Winnipeg General Hospital.
During 1950-1953, Singh attended Naparima College, a
In the decade after World War II, there was an influx
prestigious secondary school located in South Trinidad. The
of Europeans into Canada. Interestingly, most of the white
institution was founded by the Presbyterian missionaries from
Canadians who interacted with Singh believed he was one of

D

these European immigrants. Also, immigrants from India and
Pakistan would treat Singh with great respect. This is due to
his status as a doctor, and secondly, the title “Singh” in India
belongs to a person from one of the high castes.
The Canadians were unable to determine his country of
birth, and some had been hearing a Caribbean accent for the
first time. However, they were fascinated by his command of
the English language.
This reaction from the Canadians was due to the relatively
small numbers of Caribbean people who settled in provinces
outside of Ontario during the 1950s and 1960s. During his
medical internship, Singh regularly sent money to his siblings
and mother in Trinidad. After qualifying as a doctor, he later
sponsored his mother, six brothers and three sisters in 1967.
They eventually became Canadian citizens, and settled in
Winnipeg, and proved to be respectable, hardworking citizens.
Singh opted to work in Winnipeg because he graduated
from their medical school, and secondly, he felt an obligation
to repay the province for granting him the opportunity to
study medicine. During 1964 to 1973, Singh worked in various
medical institutions, including Winnipeg General Hospital,
Fisher River Indian Hospital, Wilson Memorial Hospital, and
the Winnipeg Municipal Hospital.
In 1974, Singh returned to Trinidad to repay a debt to his
homeland. For 13 years, Singh worked with the government
service, and was stationed in Couva, in central Trinidad, and
was later employed with the Texaco Oil Company in the south.
He was disappointed with the systemic discriminatory
practices in the country, and decided to return to Canada in
1987. After a few years, in 1992, he and his family relocated to
Toronto.
For a decade, Singh worked at the Sunnybrook Cancer
Centre, which is one of the teaching hospitals of the University
of Toronto. Throughout his career, especially the interaction
with patients and medical personnel, Singh has never
experienced racism or any form of prejudice. Interestingly,
Singh and his family consider Trinidad as their home. He
believes that the country of birth will always be the “home” of
that person.
Despite an attachment to Trinidad, Singh is not a member
of any Caribbean group or organisation.
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We Thank You For Your Patronage Over The Years
& Look Forward To Continue Offering You
Our Very Unique & Personalised Service

Specialists in
Homemade Plait
Bread, Pine Tarts,
Tennis Rolls, Dhal
Pouri, Salara,
Chinese Cakes, &
more...
Norman Sue Products are now Available at
Nofrills & Select Real Canadian Superstores
across the GTA.

416-754-4181

Available: Cocktail Size Pastries.

1220 Ellesmere Rd., #30, Scarborough, Ontario M1P 2X5
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DIASPORIC ADVOCACY

Composite shows Ashanti Riley (l) & Andrea Bharatt

Members of the South Queens Women’s March led by
Aminta Kilawan Narine (NY photos Dhanpaul Narine)

Mohamed Q. Amin wants
to see an end to violence
against the LGBTQ
community

BRO founder, Vijay Ramjattan,
receives a Citation from
Assemblywoman
Jenifer
Rajkumar.

In NY, BRO calls for end to gender-based violence
By Dhanpaul Narine
he funeral of Andrea Bharatt pulled at the heartstrings
of a nation. There were calls for action to stop the
mounting crime wave in Trinidad and Tobago. Andrea’s
death was senseless. It left many in Trinidad asking questions
about themselves, as well as the political establishment, that
promised security during its election campaign last year, but
has failed abysmally to protect its citizens.
Ashanti Riley was cited as another recent senseless murder
in Trinidad, with the public calling for justice, and an end to
violence against women.
A high crime rate is not unique to Trinidad and Tobago.
There are other countries in the Caribbean where crime is
out of control, notably Guyana, and Jamaica. The majority of
victims are women. They seldom have access to the criminal
justice system, and as a result, suffer silently.
The United Nations estimates that 137 women are killed
by a member of the family every day. The statistics show that
those who seek help do so from family members, rather than
from the established institutions such as the police, or health
services. Many countries subscribe to free education for girls,
but fail to tackle school related gender-based violence that has
become a major obstacle to their education.
Violence against women is not only confined to the
developing world. In Europe, one in ten women has
experienced cyber-bullying, with the high risk being among
the 18 to 29 age group.
Women find themselves as the victims of violence in the
highest levels of decision-making. Women parliamentarians,
in a number of countries, report that they have experienced

T

Dr Dhanpaul Narine formulated the resolutions to
be sent to Trinidad, Guyana, and India

psychological violence that include humiliating sexual images
or references to their bodies. When we take into account
female genital mutilation, forced sexual contact, harassment at
the workplace, early marriages, and pregnancies, we find that
the policies needed to protect women are long overdue.
It is this call for justice that an advocacy group known as
Brothers Reach Out (BRO), held a rally to lend support to
the women’s cause, and to advocate for an end to all forms of
gender-based violence.
The group was founded by Vijay Ramjattan, who hails
originally from Trinidad and Tobago. Earlier this month, a
number of persons braved the freezing weather and turned up
in Queens, New York, to make their voices heard.
Chitra Singh began with a chant for peace, and this was
followed by Ramjattan, who also represented the United
Madrassi Association. He said that he decided to set up BRO
so that men can join together to support women. It also gave a
platform to men to discuss their problems.
A statement by Vishwanauth Ramnandan and Deoroop
Matapersad condemned the deaths of Andrea Bharatt and
Ashanti Riley, and the call was made for an end to all forms of
gender-based violence.
Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar presented a Citation,
saying, “Those who commit violence against women should be
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law”. Rajkumar declared
she will continue to advocate for support services for women,
and requested that people channel their “shakti” and slay the
inner demons so that women could be treated with respect.
Aminta Kilawan Narine from South Queens Women’s
March said we should hold men accountable.

Tassa drumming dedicated Ashanti & Andrea

“We are exhausted attending vigils. Enough is Enough. We
need men to respect women. We need gender-based violence
to stop,” she said.
Imam Safraz Bacchus, from the Masjid-al-Abidin, said that
women’s voices should be backed up by men, and he quoted
verses from the Quran to show that women are exalted.
Shivana Jorawar from Jahaji Sisters said everyone should
speak out. Victims Donna Dojoy, Stacy Singh, and others, left
a legacy that would not be forgotten, and it was the duty of the
community to keep up the fight and advocate for change.
Mohamed Q. Amin from Caribbean Equality Project said,
“Caribbean LGBTQ immigrants have always been essential. We
are not disposable members of the Caribbean communities.
We deserve to co-exist and access services without fear of
violence and discrimination. We deserve solidarity and not
performativity and tokenisation. We deserve love and family
support. We deserve to live. We deserve justice. We deserve
equity and liberation.”
The final speaker was educator Dr Dhanpaul Narine of
Queens Book Fair Inc. He thanked BRO for its initiative.
He also highlighted the role of Rohan Narine, who made it
possible, in this pandemic, for more than a million masks to be
given out to every community in the City, regardless of gender
or sexual orientation. Rohan was described as the “million
mask man”, a job that he takes seriously on behalf of the Mayor
of New York City.
Dr Narine also framed a resolution calling on the
governments of Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and India, in
the first instance, to uphold the rights of women and to respect
gender equality.

Imam Safraz Bacchus (l) & Dhanpaul Narine

Jamaican author’s ‘Enduring Advocacy’ identifies issues, offers solutions

I

t is hard to find someone who has not heard of
At the recent launch hosted virtually by the Consulatethe slice of paradise called Jamaica, an island of
General of Jamaica at Toronto as part of its Black History
2.8 million people, in the Caribbean Sea and the
Month Celebrations, Consul-General Lincoln G. Downer
birthplace of reggae, world class sprinters,
indicated that “Jamaica has produced many
and mouth-watering cuisine.
thought-leaders, including the Right Excellent
However, even for the estimated three
Marcus Garvey, the Honourable Louise
million Jamaicans scattered across the
Bennett-Coverley, poet laureates of Jamaica,
diaspora, less is known about Jamaican life
the Honourable Mervin Morris and Ms Lorna
and the complex problems the nation faces
Goodison to name a few”.
in creating a more prosperous and equitable
He added, “It is within this context that we
society for all.
showcase the scholarly work of Reverend Dr.
In compiling his latest work titled,
Devon Dick.”
Enduring Advocacy for a Better Jamaica,
In delivering greetings at the Book
author Reverend Devon Dick seeks
Launch Her Excellency Sharon J. Miller,
to change that by giving readers a
High Commissioner for Jamaica to Canada,
comprehensive look at the country’s ongoing
addressing specifically her Caricom
Reverend Devon Dick
issues along with possible solutions.
colleagues, stated, “Notwithstanding the fact
The collection of opinion pieces printed in local
that this book is Jamaica-focused, the issues dealt within the
newspapers over the years, covers seven different
columns are pertinent for us who share a history, a similar
categories: religion, human interest, Jamaican heritage,
value system and a deep desire to ensure that our advocacy,
finance, sport, justice, and politics.
and that of like-minded individuals, do make for a better
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world.”
Speaking from his home in Kingston, Jamaica, the book’s
author, Reverend Dick said, “My writing style is to deal
with current affairs. These articles give a slice of what was
happening at the time.” However, readers will find that the
content remains relevant today.
Reverend Dick also emphasised the importance of
advocacy in representing the voices of the voiceless,
and linked this to the current concerns regarding the
distribution and issue of Covid-19 vaccines.
He cited recent news that some 120 countries have not
received any vaccines, whilst very wealthy countries have
more than enough, and called for advocates to speak on
behalf of poorer countries to secure better distribution.
In maintaining a positive outlook, ultimately his hope
is that those who read his book will “engage in respectful
discussion and debate to come up with better solutions to
the challenges that plague Jamaica, Canada, and the world”.
The book is available at A Different Booklist, an AfricanCanadian owned bookstore in Toronto. All proceeds go to
the National Library of Jamaica.
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BLACK HISTORY

Black mothers played historical roles in US destiny
…No more, America, in mournful strain
Of wrongs, and grievances and unredress’d
No longer shall thou dread the iron chain
Which wanton Tyranny with lawless hand
Had made, and with it meant t’enslave the
land – Phillis Wheatley 1772
By Dhanpaul Narine
e hear a great deal about the
founding fathers of America. But
how about the Black mothers of
America and the role they played in shaping
the destiny of the nation? Phillis Wheatley’s
verses lamented the institution of slavery in
America. Wheatley was an accomplished
poet who wrote her memoirs and published a
number of poems on a variety of subjects.
Wheatley’s history is most interesting. She
was born in Senegal and was captured and
taken to the shores of America when she was
seven years old. She was purchased by John
Wheatley as a gift to his wife, and they gave
her the ‘Wheatley’ surname.
It was observed that the young lady was
talented, and she was encouraged to read and
to write. Wheatley received lessons in the
Classics, and she wrote her first poem at 13.
In 1773, she published her book of poems
and created a number of records. She was the
first slave in America to publish a book of
poems, and only the third woman to do so at
the time.
In 1776 Wheatley accepted an invitation to
visit George Washington, and she read a poem
that she had written for him. Wheatley even
traveled to London to publicise her poems.
Who has ever heard of Mammy Kate and
Daddy Jack? Are they included in the history
curriculum in schools? Mammy Kate was a
slave who gave birth to nine children. She
went about her chores with her husband
Daddy Jack for the Heard family.
Stephen Heard was the Governor of
Georgia. He wanted to take part in the
Revolutionary War and got his chance in
1779. In February of that year, Governor
Heard and 22 other patriots were captured by
the Loyalists during the Battle of Kettle Creek.
After a trial, Governor Heard was
sentenced to hang. It was at this point that
Mammy Kate decided to act.
She put together a brilliant plan. She
traveled to Augusta some 50 miles away on
horseback, and was able to get a job as a
cleaner at Fort Cornwallis. This brought her
in contact with Governor Heard. Mammy
Kate was able to place the Governor in her
basket and smuggle him out of the prison, the
day before he was to be executed. Daddy Jack
was waiting in the woods and they made good
their escape.
Mammy Kate won her freedom and
was given some land as well. In 2011, she
was honoured as a patriot of the American
Revolution.
Elizabeth Freeman is one of the unsung
heroes of America. She was born into slavery
in 1742, and served the Ashley family in
Massachusetts. Elizabeth was married on
the plantation and took pride in raising her
daughter, Betsy. In 1780 an incident occurred
that would change her life and that of
Massachusetts. Mrs Ashley became incensed
and attempted to hit Betsy with a heated
shovel. Elizabeth raised her arm to shield
Betsy and was cut in the process. But this was
not the end of the matter.
Elizabeth heard at a public gathering the
words of the Massachusetts constitution that
stated, “All men are born free and equal, and
have certain natural, essential, and unalienable
rights…” These words struck a chord with
Elizabeth, and she sought to apply them to her
situation. She requested attorney Theodore
Sedgwick to help her fight for her freedom.
The case was Brom and Bett v. Ashley, and
it was heard in August 1781. The court made
a historic ruling. Since “[all] men are born
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free and equal”, then there was
slander suit.
no reason why Elizabeth should
Sojourner joined a religious
remain a slave. The judge ruled
revival movement and became a
that Elizabeth should be set free.
charismatic speaker advocating
This meant that in keeping with
for women’s rights. In 1850, she
the Constitution, all slaves in
set her thoughts on paper, and
Massachusetts had to be freed
with the help of a friend she
as well.
wrote her Narrative. A year later
Elizabeth took the name
she went on a nationwide tour
‘Freeman’ after the verdict and
and delivered her famous, ‘Ain’t I
said, “Any time, any time, if
a Woman?’ speech, in which she
one minute’s freedom had been
called for women to be treated as
offered to me, and I had been
equal as men.
told that I must die at the end
Sojourner met with Abraham
of that minute, I would have
Lincoln and asked that
taken it.”
segregation be abolished. She
She could not read or write,
collected thousands of signatures
but Elizabeth struck one of the
for a petition for newly freed
biggest blows for Black freedom
slaves to be given land, but
in America.
Congress took no action.
One of the most
One of the most celebrated
Composite photo shows (l-r) Sally Hemings, Sojourner Truth, &
contradictory Presidents in
women
in the struggle for
Elizabeth Freedman
the United States was Thomas
African freedom is Harriet
flight. Sojourner was born in New York into
Jefferson. This learned man wrote brilliantly
Tubman. She was born around 1820 into
slavery 1797, and she was known as Isabella
about the inalienable right to life and liberty,
slavery, but subsequently escaped. Her
Baumfree. She was separated from her family
while he owned more than 100 slaves. He
mission was to help other slaves escape as
at the age of nine, and was sold several times
believed that if slaves were ever to be free,
well. Tubman organised what came to be
into slavery before she ended up working for
they should be sent to Africa to prevent a
called the ‘Underground Railroad.’ This
John and Sally Dumont.
mixing of the races. But Jefferson practiced
involved leading hundreds of slaves to
Sojourner described incidents in which
racial mixing in his private life. There are well
freedom and Tubman never ‘lost a passenger’.’
Sally Dumont was terribly cruel to her, and
known accounts of his relationship with a
Tubman guided slaves to the North using
not knowing better, Sojourner believed that
slave, Sally Hemings.
a series of safe houses. She was honoured
slavery was ordained by God. In 1827, she
According to historical records, Sally’s
for her work, and she remains one of the
threw caution to the winds and walked away
mother, Elizabeth, bore 12 children; the
most admired women in American history.
from the plantation with her infant daughter.
father of one of the children was John Wayles,
There are plans, under the administration
But her son Peter was sold into slavery, and
the father-in-law of Thomas Jefferson. Sally
of President Joe Biden, for Harriet Tubman’s
Sojourner waged a prolonged legal battle to
Hemings was a slave at Monticello in 1776,
picture to be on the 20-dollar bill, and the
get him out of slavery.
and traveled to Paris with Thomas Jefferson
legislation will be tabled in 2022. These are
In 1828, she sued to get Peter out of slavery only a few of the Black mothers that have
when he was a minister there. In 1802, a
and won, becoming the first black woman to
journalist James T. Callender, wrote in a
made a lasting impact in America. Their
take a white man to court and win. She would legacy will live as long as people value
newspaper that Thomas Jefferson had kept
win again in 1835 to clear her name in a
for many years “as his concubine, one of his
freedom and justice.
slaves. Her name is Sally.” Callender added
that Jefferson “had several children by her”.
Jefferson neither confirmed nor denied the
reports, and they were published in several
newspapers at the time. Sally Hemings gave
birth to six children, and it is widely believed
that Jefferson was the father.
However, his daughter Martha denied the
reports. But the evidence at the time suggested
that it was more than likely that Jefferson was
the father. The children strongly resembled
Jefferson, and there are no records to show
that Hemings had a relationship with anyone
outside of Monticello.
It is also suggested that Jefferson was
present at the births of the children; one of the
children Eston Hemings, added the Jefferson
title to his name.
Sally left no records, but the debate has
raged on 200 years after her death. Did
Jefferson father any of the children? The New
York Times on November 1, 1998 reported
that, “DNA tests on the descendants of
Thomas Jefferson’s family and of Jefferson’s
young slave, Sally Hemings, offer compelling
evidence that the nation’s president fathered
at least one of her children.” This evidence
was presented as a result of analysis of Y
chromosomes by Dr Eugene Foster. The
Y chromosome of a descendant of Eston
Hemings was a perfect match to that of
Jefferson’s, but it was no surprise to some
family members who knew all along that they
were related to Jefferson.
Sally Hemings went to Monticello as a slave
when she was 14. In today’s society Jefferson
would be on the child abuser list. He used his
position to preach the message of equality,
while in his private life he abused Hemings.
After Jefferson’s death, Sally Hemings left
Monticello and died in obscurity.
Sojourner Truth was one of the earliest
human-rights campaigner, and she did it with
style and attitude. In 1844, an angry mob
threatened to shut her down, and Sojourner
calmly walked in their midst and put them to
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AUTHORS' CORNER

By Christopher Laird
t is nearly half a century since the publication of
No Pain Like This Body, a novel that the Director of
Caribbean Studies at the University of Toronto called
“one of the best literary works to come out of Trinidad”.
Its writer was a Harold Ladoo, a young man from
McBean, Couva. In 1968, at age 23 he had emigrated
to Canada with his newlywed wife and set his sights on
being a great writer.
He wanted to write V.S. Naipaul, Wilson Harris,
Gabriel Marquez, William Faulkner, and others, into the
ground. Five years and two published novels later he was
dead, head crushed, body battered, beside a road back in
McBean. The official story: hit and run.
I am now embarked on writing a book to document
Harold’s life and work. What was it about Harold Ladoo
that impressed me so deeply that 50 years afterwards I,
who never knew him personally, but was affected only by
his writing and his story, should initiate such a project?
The answer lies in part, with Harold’s novels which
were remarkable for what they didn’t do. Unlike most
previous Caribbean fiction, they were not designed to
fit comfortably into Eurocentric models and markets.
Nor did his characters express themselves in the perfect
sentences of a Naipaul.
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Ladoo was following his own path; not only had he
staked out new content, he portrayed it with a new kind of
storytelling. His writing was often cinematic. He braided
stories within stories within stories. And if anyone had
written about these downtrodden lives before, it was with
contempt or ridicule.
Certainly not with the stark, spare energy of Ladoo, who
captured the rhythms, the mischievousness, the hurt, the
humour, the despair, the cut-and-thrust of creole speech
with unsurpassed confidence and verve.
But the Caribbean literary establishment took little notice
of Harold Ladoo. If it acknowledged him at all, it was as an
oddity, or a dead-end rebel.
It seemed incomprehensible to me that, quite apart
from Ladoo’s literary accomplishments, no one was asking:
how come, as Ladoo might have put it, “a little coolie boy
from Trinidad” had earned a university degree in Canada,
published two landmark novels, was the subject of a long
poem by Toronto’s first poet laureate, Dennis Lee, had a
prize for creative writing established in his name at the
University of Toronto, and an art project dedicated to him
by a major Canadian artist who had never met him? What
would a biography of Ladoo reveal about this unlikely
trajectory?
My biography explores the way Harold’s rage, his

Graeme Gibson photo

Did you know Harold Sonny Ladoo?

Harold Sonny Ladoo
compassion and his story are reflected in his writing
of dozens of short stories, and many unfinished and
unpublished novels. This story is told through accounts,
in Trinidad and in Toronto of his mentors, editors, literary
colleagues, the villagers of McBean, and his family, intercut
with excerpts from his writing.
I am anxious to hear also from anyone else who knew
Harold, especially during his years in Toronto (1968-1973).
What do you remember of him or about him? Even the
smallest memory can help build a more comprehensive
portrait. Please send your responses to me at:
laird@pancaribbean.com.

UWI professors Baugh & Morris receive Bocas Henry Swanzy Award

J

has written several books on Walcott’s work, and edited the
poet’s 2007 Selected Poems.
In his book, West Indian Poetry 1900–1970: A Study in
Cultural Decolonisation, and in his scholarly essays as ‘Towards
a West Indian Criticism’, and, ‘The West Indian Writer and
his Quarrel with History’, Baugh helped shape a distinctly
Caribbean approach to criticism of the region’s literature
that were grounded in the Caribbean's unique historical
experiences.
In previous years, the Henry Swanzy Award was presented
to publishers John La Rose and Sarah White of New Beacon
Books in 2013; literary critics Kenneth Ramchand and Gordon
Rohlehr in 2014; editor, broadcaster Margaret Busby in 2015;
and publisher Jeremy Poynting of Peepal Tree Press in 2016.

amaican scholars Edward Baugh and Mervyn Morrisare
are the 2021 recipients of the Bocas Henry Swanzy Award,
the Caribbean Media Corporation reported last week.
Baugh and Morris are both professors emeriti of The
University of the West Indies, with careers spanning half a
century. They are widely considered pioneers in the study of
West Indian literature.
Baugh and Morris will be honoured next month by the
Bocas Lit Fest, and will receive the annual Bocas Henry
Swanzy Award for Distinguished Service to Caribbean Letters.
The award was established in 2013, and is named for the
late Henry Swanzy, a BBC radio producer. Swanzy was Irish
by birth, and worked as producer of the influential Caribbean
Voices radio programme from 1946 to 1954.

He became an essential figure in the development of
modern West Indian literature. Caribbean Voices was originally
founded by the Jamaican poet, Una Marson.
The Bocas Lit Fest founded the Henry Swanzy Award
to honour and celebrate the contributions of the editors,
broadcasters, publishers, critics, and others who have shaped
the evolution of Caribbean literature behind the scenes.
Baugh and Morris are alumni of what was originally
the University College of the West Indies. They spent their
careers teaching at The UWI, and were based at the Cave Hill,
Barbados campus from 1965 to 1967, and later at the Mona
campus in Jamaica.
Baugh is best known as a scholar of Caribbean poetry, in
particular the poetry of Nobel Laureate Derek Walcott. Baugh
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The Supernatural
T H E BAKKOO

athilda and Joshua scraped together enough money
for a downpayment on the only house they could
afford after returning from their honeymoon.
Goosebumps covered Mathilda’s body the first time they
entered the 100-year-old house with the real estate agent.
She had the unsettling feeling of being under scrutiny by
something lurking in the shadows.
Joshua was oblivious to anything out of the ordinary, and
this made Mathilda suppress her uneasiness. Her husband’s
animated, boyish dialogues about the joys of renovating and
sprucing up the old place challenged her to ignore her fears.
The newlywed let logic overcome superstition by convincing
herself that the house was the only one they could afford on
their income.
After purchasing the home and repainting the interior
and exterior, Mathilda bought new curtains and decorations
that impressed their family and friends whenever they visited
from across town. Even though they did not vocalise their
feelings, the suspicious glances over their shoulders and urges
to shorten their stay told Mathilda that some of their visitors,
especially the females, had also sensed the unseen presence.
As the days and weeks turned into months, the couple
settled-in to enjoy their personal space. Mathilda avoided
remaining at home alone at night when her discomfort of dark
locations in the house peaked.
The birth of Christie came as a blessing a year later.
Mathilda had a home-delivery by a midwife and a very
supportive Joshua. The couple delighted in the antics of their
newborn, and shared the responsibilities of raising their
daughter.
He only came out at night. His presence when they played
alone and his vanishing act when others approached amused
one-year-old Christie. His actions prompted her to keep his
existence a secret. He entertained her by moving toys and dolls
around the room at her gesturing commands, but avoided the
rooms with monitoring cameras.
His invisibility to the cameras would make it look like
Christie could move objects by telepathy, which would
arouse suspicions. He called himself TEO. Using baby talk to
communicate with Christie, TEO claimed to be Christie’s twin
brother from another world.
TEO soon became Christie’s best friend. The baby especially
longed for his company in her second year when her parents
forced her to sleep alone in her room. Christie’s ever-protective
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playmate climbed into her crib and
comforted her with caring hugs that
eased her fears of moving shadows
and terrifying nightmares in the
middle of the night. The twin twoyear-olds slept peacefully through
the night. Christie’s parents, unable
to see TEO through the baby
monitor, delighted in her ability to
overcome her fears.
TEO entertained Christie with beautiful stories of his
birthplace, and promised to take her there one day. TEO’s
descriptions created a fantasy in Christie’s mind that her heart
longed to explore.
When Christie went to bed after the party for her third
birthday, TEO gave her a special birthday gift. He took her
on an exclusive tour of his mystical world in a dream. They
floated above streams of milk and roads of chocolate. Clouds
of marshmallows rained soft multicolored candies. Children
of their age frolicked and ate mouthfuls of sweets to their
delightful contentment. The absence of any parents gave
Christie a heady sensation of great freedom. Christie felt like
she had entered children’s heaven.
By her fourth birthday, Christie and TEO started to play
games, where he changed shapes and colours, and she had to
guess what he had become. TEO would become a fierce animal
stalker whenever it was Christie’s turn to conceal herself
during their games of hide-and-seek. He changed himself into
soft cuddly creatures whenever it was Christie’s turn to find
him. She pretended to be ferocious and pounced on him.
When Christy started school, TEO had to remain behind.
He did not tell her that he was a prisoner of the house, buried
under it by an evil man who had conjured him up from the
darkest corners of hell to perform malicious acts against
others. He told her that he had to return to his own world
before the sun rose each morning and return after sunset.
Christie’s first brush with reality sent terror through her
heart one night after her 12th birthday when schoolwork

Kamil
Ali

became her main focus and took away their
leisure time together.
The good times abruptly ended one night
when Christie admonished TEO for distracting
her during her efforts to complete a homework
assignment. Her snub of him sent TEO into
blinding rage. Uncontrollable anger made him
revert to his actual physical appearance. The two-foot-tall
potbellied demon with blue skin and ice-blue cold eyes spewed
booming obscenities at Christie in a deep male voice.
His hypnotic glare terrified the pre-adolescent, who
scampered into a corner after the bedroom door slammed
shut, imprisoning her. She slid with her back against the wall
and sat on the floor to roll herself into a protective ball by
hugging her knees. Shock and horror made her shiver with
fright.
TEO zoomed around the room with blurred speed. He
ripped the pages out of Christie’s books and scattered them
with whirlwind speed across the bedroom floor. Christie used
her knees to cover her ears from the thunderous outbursts
of non-stop swear-words rolling off TEO’s tongue. The
disturbance brought Christie’s parents crashing through the
bedroom door. Mathilda and Joshua sprinted over to their
cowering daughter to comfort her with protective parental
hugs.
TEO became invisible to everyone, including Christie. He
continued his rampage in the living room, sending furniture
crashing through the glass windows to fall onto the front lawn
as broken pieces of debris. When TEO ripped power cords out
of wall outlets, they created sparks that lit the old house’s dry
wood like matchsticks.
The family climbed out of Christie’s bedroom window and
moved to a safe distance in time to hear TEO’s loud torturous
screams of agony as the house burnt to the ground in ashes,
sending him back to the underworld to join his conjurer in the
torment of hellfire.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Govt’s vaccine blunders
harming T&T’s recovery

Geeta Vahini

Maggie Griffith Williams

NCIC holds first online Phagwa conference
rejoice at open-air venues,” Mangaroo said. However, with the
From Page 1
restrictions imposed by Covid-19 in 2020, and this year, there
spoke on the importance of preserving the Phagwa tradition.
She added: “The word Phagwa is derived from Phagun, were no activities due to physical distancing requirements.
Over the weekend, the NCIC’s international conference saw
which is a month in the Hindu calendar that ushers in Spring. In
Hinduism, it is written that after Lord Bramha created the world, presentations by Keshwar Ramkissoon from Guyana, who spoke
on ‘Legends of Holi’. Neha
he returned to earth after some
Tripati from the University of
time to view his creation. He
Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh prefound the people wrapped in
sented on the topic, ‘Myriads
silence and sadness. He sumof Cultural Cosmos: A Brief
moned beauty and wisdom:
Overview of Similarities
Saraswati appeared; Phagwa
between Chinese New Year
became known as the birth of
and Phagwa Festival’.
the goddess.”
From Monanlal Sukhadia
Jankie added, “The festival
University, Udaipur, Megha
also has its origins in the wellChoudhary spoke on the topic,
known story of Prahalad. [His]
‘Phagwa Through Art and
father proclaimed himself God,
Culture of Rajasthan’.
and demanded that he alone be
Also, Gargi Talapatra, assisworshipped. Prahalad refused.
tant professor at Bhawanipur
A series of attempts were made
Education Society College,
to kill him, but failed. As a
Kolkata, looked at ‘Bollywood,
last resort, his evil aunt Holika
Music and Phagwa: A Study in
offered to seat him on her lap
Cultural Representations’. Out
while she herself was covered
Dr Primnath Gooptar
of Boston in the US, Maggie
with a fireproof shawl. When
the fire was lit, the shawl flew away. Holika was burnt to ashes, Griffith Williams explored ‘Diaspora Identity and Creating
Culture Through Pichakaree’.
while Prahalad was found playing with the ashes.”
Also out of the US was New York’s Tara Singh, who presented
This gave birth to the festival held over one night and the
on ‘Holi Sammelan Celebration in NY’. A research scholar
following day, Jankie said.
“A huge bonfire is lit with an effigy of Holika. There is much at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi, Devika Misra
singing and dancing in an interpretation of the victory of good explored ‘Phagwa in Film: Between Freedom of Expression and
over evil. Legend also has it that Kamadeva, the God of Love was Climatic Action’.
Among the highlights on the second day was the internabrought back to life in a disembodied form after he had been
tional audience being treated to the singing of Pichakaree songs
reduced to ashes by Lord Shiva giving birth to Phagwa.”
There is yet another love story associated with the Spring by Geeta Vahini, President of the Hindu Prachaar Kendra in
Trinidad and Tobago, who explored social, economic, and politFestival, which is about Krishna and Radha, Jankie noted.
“Held over a period of 16 days with music and dance, a street ical commentary through song in her presentation, ‘Pichakaree
– A Community Voice’. Also, Shivanand Maharaj explored ‘The
festival also takes place with much merriment,” she said.
Phagwa has been an integral part of the lives of the diaspora Songs of the Phagwa Festival.’
Viewers were also treated to singing by Biraja Raja Cultural
of Indians all over the world where they have settled. Apart from
national celebrations in India in March each year, it is celebrated Foundation of Trinidad and Tobago, which was part of the preannually in most areas of the Indian diaspora in North America, sentation by NCIC’s Dr Visham Bhimull during his entertaining
Europe, New Zealand, Fiji, Mauritius, South Africa, and in the exploration, ‘The Language and Lyrics of Hori Geet’.
Gooptar tied up the latter half of the final day of the conCaribbean. Guyana observes it as a public holiday.
“For the Phagwa festival, some conventional barriers are ference with his scholarly look at the future of the festival
abandoned, and songs like Hori, Dhrupad, Thumri, Kajri, in Trinidad and Tobago, with his presentation titled, ‘The
Basant, Ulaaraa and Chowtaal are sung as celebrants dance and Children’s Phagwa in Trinidad: Passing on the Tradition’.

Shivanand Maharaj
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Gargi Talapatra

Port-of-Spain – Opposition MP Dave Tancoo said earlier this week that the government’s blunders in not procuring
Covid-19 vaccines have jeopardised Trinidad and Tobago’s
nationals and its economic recovery. The incompetence by
the government with respect to Covid-19 vaccines has taken
Trinidad and Tobago from being a “Caribbean godfather to
Caribbean beggar”, he said.
Said Tancoo: “[Our] economic recovery has been severely
compromised by the government’s vaccine blunders.”
Tancoo added that the government’s failure to vaccinate citizens while the rest of the world inoculates en masse will sacrifice
not just citizens’ lives, but the competitiveness of businesses and
their ability to rebound in the post-Covid-19 era.
“The predictable result will be a continued contraction of the
economy, lack of investment, severe foreign exchange shortages,
growing cost of doing business coupled with the worsening of
the ease of doing business, rising cost of living resulting in rising
poverty,” Tancoo said on Sunday.
Tancoo criticised Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley and his
government for what he described as “stumbling and fumbling”
on the procurement of vaccines.
He noted while the rest of the Caribbean is vaccinating its
populations, and while this nation’s trading partners, including
the US, the UK, and Canada, have engaged in mass vaccinations, Trinidad and Tobago trails behind.
Tancoo noted virtually all Caricom countries have already
received vaccines, and listed the figures: Antigua – 40,000;
Bahamas – 20,000; Barbados – 100,000; Grenada – 1,000;
Guyana – 80,000; St Kitts & Nevis – 20,000; St Lucia – 25,000;
Suriname – 50,000; and Dominica – 70,000. According to
Tancoo, these nations received vaccines donated by the Indian
government under its ‘Vaccine Maitri’ outreach.
He said it is ironic that while Rowley heads Caricom,
Trinidad and Tobago is at the bottom of the list to receive vaccines. In statements made
earlier this month, Rowley
indicated that small countries are being ignored in
the global distribution of
vaccines.
Tancoo noted that
smaller countries have
enabled vaccination rollouts thanks to India, and
questioned why Caricom
has not approached the
Indian government for vaccines. Individual Caricom
countries contacted Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Dave Tancoo
Modi asking for vaccination support, he said.
However, it appears that it only dawned on Rowley to ask
for India’s support following Barbados’ successful application to
New Delhi in January. He added that other Caricom countries
have since received supplies from India.
According to Tancoo, it should have been a matter of priority for Rowley and his government to pursue whatever means
possible to locate and provide vaccines for the population of
Trinidad and Tobago.
Doing so should be a critical component of Trinidad and
Tobago’s economic and business recovery effort, Tancoo asserted.
“Is it that the Prime Minister and this government are hoping
to benefit from herd immunity in the region, and is hoping that
the situation will improve in other countries so they could get
away from purchasing vaccines? Or is it that they are waiting on
a preferred supplier to then do their usual PR job on the importance of getting vaccinated?” Tancoo wondered.
However, Rowley has dismissed the Opposition’s allegations
on the non-procurement of vaccines.
“It is just [the Opposition’s] attempt to play politics as people
suffer the effects of vaccine apartheid. Something we never
thought would be happening in 2021, but the truth is, it is happening in the height of a pandemic,” he said.
Rowley is the current Caricom chairman, and has spoken
publicly about the inequitable distribution of vaccines between
larger and smaller countries. Caricom has called upon the
World Health Organisation to convene a global summit on the
issue of distribution of vaccines between rich and poor countries.
Last week Rowley said Caricom is seeking to acquire vaccines for the region from India and the African Union. It also
plans to approach the US for help to access vaccines. Bilateral
talks with vaccine manufacturers are ongoing, and Caricom
countries that have acquired vaccines are being asked to share it
with other member States.
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Nationals warned as Covid-19 cases rise
Port-of-Spain – A rise in Covid-19 cases in Trinidad
and Tobago has prompted Chief Medical Officer, Dr Roshan
Parasram, to renew calls for citizens to remain vigilant.
The increased numbers were due to complacency in the
population, Parasram said.
The spike occurred last week with an outbreak observed only
in county Caroni, with no new incidence in Nariva/Mayaro, and
St Patrick having a very low number of cases. There were no
reported “hot spots” in Tobago.
As a result of the latest infections, the new rolling average of
Covid-19 cases in Trinidad and Tobago is now up to seven in
the space of a few days.
“First, we had seven [cases]; then we had a spike of ten; and
now we have 14 new cases over the last 24 hours. Prior to that,
we had been hovering anywhere between a seven-day rolling
average of three or four for upwards of over a month or more,”
he said on Monday.
He added, “There has been a little complacency over the last
couple weeks over the low numbers, in my view. I think this
small upsurge in cases shows that although the numbers are low,
you can still have clusters of cases, and larger outbreaks occurring at the local level very quickly, and taking those numbers
very high in a very short space of time.”

Dr Roshan Parasram
and social distancing.
Said Parasram: “We are listed in Trinidad and Tobago as
community spread. We have not changed that designation for
quite a while now. When we look at the classification from [the
WHO], we are at a place where we can be classified as low community spread. This incidence we are seeing in Caroni is reason
for us to maintain our vigilance throughout the country.”
“Covid-19 is here... It has not gone away”, he said.

Port-of-Spain – Open scholarship recipient Yeama
Indarsingh last week praised her peers at St Augustine Girls’
High School for support throughout her school journey. The
quality of camaraderie with her colleagues was such that they
consistently supported and uplifted each other to academic success, she said.
Indarsingh is 19 years old, and is currently studying law at
the University of the West Indies, St Augustine campus. She is
the daughter of Couva South MP Rudranath Indarsingh.
She wrote CAPE examinations last year and earned seven
grade ones and one grade two. She studied French, economics,
literature, Caribbean studies, and communication studies. Her
grade two pass was in the second unit of literature.
Indarsingh said she was “completely surprised” at the award.
Unlike other recipients, she was not aiming for the scholarship,
she said.
Upon learning she had won a scholarship, she awakened her
sleeping sibling, saying, “I got an open scholarship!”
Said Indarsingh: “I am excited for what is to come. I am
shocked it happened because I did a subject grouping that is
notorious for being unpredictable for how you can perform. So,
to get a scholarship…”
Additionally, “I worked hard in school. I put my best foot
forward. I really, really wasn’t aiming for anything.”
Indarsingh said her love for the Humanities continued

throughout her school career, and consequently, her subjects
of study included French, Spanish, literature, and her favourite,
which is history. St Augustine Girls’ High School has a very
nurturing environment that is filled with “so many brilliant
individuals”, she said.
She added, “It is just an atmosphere that is charged to make
you attempt to do your best. I came from a very hardworking
year group; we had such a supportive network of people who
tried every day to build each other up… There was healthy
competition in every way.
Indarsingh said the focus was not solely on the academic.
“We were involved in house activities, debates, sports, parang
competitions… It really was a holistic environment where I met
people from all walks of life, and I think that helped develop me
into the person I am now.”
Dad Rudy, and mom, Allene, were extremely happy when
they heard the news of the scholarship win. Her parents have
been very supportive, she said.
Allene said she was happy for her daughter, as she knows the
hard work and sacrifices that were made by the entire household.
“There were a lot of sunsets we saw in the car, at car parks,
at savannahs while waiting on her to finish lessons. Sometimes,
we would come out and exercise because we were waiting… to
bring her home,” she said.

SAGHS girl wins open govt scholarship

Yeama (centre) with mom, Allene, and dad, Couva
South Opposition MP Rudranath Indarsingh

Ghany calls on govt to
act on gender-violence
Port-of-Spain – American Chamber of Commerce Trinidad
and Tobago president Patricia Ghany is calling for tougher,
bolder action from the government, law enforcement, the business community, and civil society to work together to end violence and discrimination against women.
With reference to the recent horrific killing of Andrea
Bharatt and the subsequent, collective outcry of anger and pain,
Ghany said violence against
women is another deadly
pandemic that demands
urgent relief and support.
Quoting former US
first lady, Michelle Obama,
Ghany said a nation is measured by how its women are
treated.
“[We] find ourselves at a
crisis moment where once
more our women and girls
are under attack,” she said.
However, it was not just
about the government crePatricia Ghany
ating the change.
“The onus lies with each of us, government, companies,
NGOs, and society working together to help realise the dream
of equality for all,” she declared.
According to Ghany, AMCHAM has taken up the challenge
to bring about gender parity in the workplace.
“Even in a highly demanding year, we were able to secure
gender parity on our board. Today, I’m happy to announce
there’s an equal number of men and women sitting on our
board,” she said.
Ghany said with assistance from the Inter-American
Development Bank, the group created a mentorship programme
for women, from which young female professionals can get
guidance and counselling.
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The last few cases coming from county Caroni indicated
“two or three major clusters setting up, and those clusters would
have been possibly involving two families, places of work, and
we really saw that from one individual being infected, that one
person was able to spread it to quite a large number of people in
a short space of time”.
He added, “We actually have that clustering occurring where
we can see, not necessarily geographically linked in small spaces, meaning not on the same street, not on the same household,
but we are seeing linkages in terms of workplaces, in terms of
places where persons go to congregate, and we need to remain
vigilant at all times.”
As a result, both primary and secondary contacts of these
new patients have been tested, he revealed. To control the
outbreak, Parasram said he has been working with the County
Medical Officer of Health for Caroni, Dr Jeanine St Bernard,
Chief Medical Officer of the South West Regional Health
Authority, Keith McDonald, and the ministry’s Epidemiology
Division and other divisions on the ground to have all primary,
secondary, and tertiary contacts quarantined.
He also encouraged nationals to do their part to curb the
surge in cases by continuing to follow all public health protocols, including hand-washing and sanitising, wearing of masks,

Vaccines arriving in T&T a shot in the dark

Port-of-Spain – The government of Trinidad and Tobago an unfortunate adverse event?”
Responding to other criticisms by the public about other
continues to defend its position of not having procured
any Covid-19 vaccines, with Minister of Health, Terrence channels not being explored, Deyalsingh said: “It is not as easy
Deyalsingh, insisting his ministry would only import and as persons are making it out to be that we just buy vaccines and
bring it in.”
administer doses that have been approved by WHO.
In October last year during his budget
So far Trinidad and Tobago has not
presentation, Deyalsingh revealed Cabinet
received any substantial shipments of
had approved (TT) $66 million for vaccine
Covid-19 vaccines other than a donation
acquisition. On September 18, the ministry
of 1,000 doses from Barbados in January.
signed on to the COVAX Facility, and made
Also outstanding is an exact date set for the
delivery of vaccines through the country’s
a (US) $1.477 million down payment.
In January this year, Deyalsingh said
most fruitful acquisition venture so far, the
this investment led to Trinidad and Tobago
COVAX Facility.
being allocated over 100,000 doses of the
Deyalsingh and the government have
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, which were
come under harsh criticisms in the wake of
scheduled to arrive in early March.
the glaring non-arrival of vaccines, espeIt was later confirmed that 100,800 doses
cially with other Caricom nations succeedwould be delivered; however, it later turned
ing in sourcing supplies, either via donations
out that just 33,600 doses would initially be
from India, India, and Russia, or through
delivered out of that quantity.
purchases.
On October 1 last year, Deyalsingh began
The Opposition UNC has been unrelentTerrence Deyalsingh
formal bi-lateral discussions with vaccine
ing in its criticism of the government not
procuring the life-saving vaccines. Along with many nationals, manufacturers Pfizer, Moderna, Oxford-AstraZeneca, Sanofi,
the UNC is maintaining that Deyalsingh’s policy places Trinidad and Sionpharm to acquire doses outside of COVAX. These
and Tobago further back in the queue for delivery. Also, it jeop- negotiations were not fruitful.
Trinidad and Tobago is also seeking vaccines through the
ardises the health of both nationals and the economy.
However, according to Deyalsingh, it is better to be safe than Caricom initiative, where it is registered as a purchaser through
sorry.
the African Medical Council.
According to a release from Deyalsingh’s health ministry on
“Whilst I know we are all anxious, and I am anxious, safety
of our local population must trump expediency,” he said earlier February 24, the country signed off on the purchase of Covidthis week.
19 vaccines via the African Medical Supplies Platform, and this
He added, “We cannot be too quick to bring unapproved vac- has shown some promise. It was later revealed to be an order
cines into Trinidad and Tobago. You may win a race to start, you for over 400,000 doses of vaccines, but it is unknown when the
may look good in the short term, but what happens if you have doses are expected to be purchased and delivered.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema
Bachchan an anti-hero par excellence in Deewaar
That tattoo is both Vijay’s humiliation and his motivation,
Movie Review: Deewaar
and he returns to it again and again as he chooses his
By Flimi Geek
destructive path. This is what makes Vijay the seminal,
here is a reason that the classics are the classics, that
seminal films are seminal, that genre-defining films
quintessential “angry young man” of Hindi film. He is not
define genres. When I sat down to watch the classic,
a mindless thug, or a rebel without a cause. He is sensitive,
tortured, and scarred.
seminal, genre-defining Deewaar (Wall), I expected to enjoy
Vijay is at his most heartbreakingly compelling in his
it, but I didn’t think I’d be blown away. I should have known
quiet interactions with his girlfriend Anita (Parveen Babi).
better.
Anand Verma (Satyendra Kapoor) is a labour organiser
She probes his suffering, and he pours out his heart to her.
who is viewed as a hero by the workers in his area – until
It is difficult to imagine a Hollywood tough-guy hero baring
his soul to a woman
he backs down in
as Vijay does; the
the face of threats
corresponding
against his family.
western archetype is
Then the workers’
a calloused, hardened
admiration quickly
sours to revilement,
loner, the kind of man
who would yell at his
and Anand flees,
girl if she tried to get
leaving his family to
at his emotional core.
bear the burden of
And so Vijay is a
his disgrace. His wife
(Nirupa Roy) takes
revelation, a marvel
of compelling cinema,
their two boys to
Bombay in hopes of
brought vividly and
ruggedly to life by
rebuilding their lives.
Salim-Javed’s expertly
The boys grow up
crafted dialogues
together, but on very
Mother (Nirupa Roy) with sons Ravi (Shashi Kapoor), left, and Vijai and a dense, earthy
different trajectories.
Ravi (Shashi Kapoor), (Amitabh Bachchan) in Deewaar.
performance by
ever pious, joins the police force at the encouragement of his
Amitabh Bachchan, whose superstardom was just then coming
warm and perky girlfriend Leena (Neetu Singh).
into its full force.
Vijay (Amitabh Bachchan), more deeply scarred by their
Ravi is a complete contrast. While he isn’t overly cheerful
early struggles, renounces God as well as the straight and
– the burden of his family’s suffering and their sacrifices for
narrow path; he takes a more thuggish (he might say practical) his education have shaped him as a serious and determined
approach to problems. When he single-handedly beats up a
man – he is always bright-eyed, straight-spined, and clean, in
cadre of gangsters who were extorting wages from his fellow
palpable opposition to Vijay’s heavy-lidded eyes and smudged,
sweaty face. In confrontation with his brother he seems almost
dockworkers, he becomes a hero among his colleagues – and
idealist as he clings to his commitment to honest, hard work
attracts the notice of an underworld don (Iftekhar), who hires
Vijay to protect his shipments of smuggled gold.
within the system. But while Vijay’s unlawful pragmatism may
Vijay proves a natural talent, and the don soon decides to
put a luxurious roof over his head and a fancy set of wheels in
retire, leaving Vijay in charge of operations. It’s not long before the garage, Ravi’s constancy earns for him the one thing that
Ravi and Vijay find themselves in direct opposition on either
really matters, which he asserts with the film's most famous
side of the law, with their mother caught in the middle.
line: ‘Mere paas maa hai’ – (I’ve got mom).
All told Deewaar is as taut, tense, and lean as Amitabh
The plot summary might sound like a recipe for masala;
Bachchan himself. There is very little fat in this film. I
brothers on opposite sides of the law, saintly mothers,
gangsters, thugs, and pretty girls call to mind masala classics
understand that even Salim Khan and Javed Akhtar, those
like Amar Akbar Anthony and Parvarish, for example. But
quintessentially populist poet-entertainers, originally intended
Deewaar is not a masala film. It is hard and gritty and at the
that the film be songless, and only relented upon the director’s
insistence that songs be accommodated.
same time deeply symbolic and emblematic. And there is very
little to distract from the core narrative, no subplots or comic
And the songs – there are only three of them – are the only
diversions, just the unflinching, driving force of a story that is
points where the intensity lets up for even a moment. They
bigger than the sum of its parts.
are good songs – especially the charming Kishore-Asha duet
Vijay is an anti-hero par excellence, a resourceful and
‘Keh doon tumhe’ , and the sexy uncredited item number by the
principled fighter who loves his mother and enters the
fiery Aruna Irani.
underworld, not out of greed or lust, but only because he sees
Even with the songs, Deewaar is as tight and relentless,
and a compelling and emotional a mainstream Hindi film as
it as the most efficient means to provide for his family. His
disillusionment and frustration are fully motivated; early in
I’ve ever seen. Though the outcome holds no surprises – it’s
the film, after his father’s disgrace, the little boy Vijay suffers a
easy to guess where it has to end – so perfectly wrought is
trauma that stays with him for life when angry villagers waylay Vijay’s trajectory toward redemption and resolution, that
him on his way home from school and tattoo his arm with the
tears sneaked into my eyes several times as the film’s climax
legend ‘Mera baap chor hai’ (my father is a thief).
approached.
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Amazon, Netflix scrutinise scripts for strong content

C

ontroversy in India over Amazon’s political drama
Tandav has put Bollywood and global video streaming
giants on edge, prompting a closer scrutiny of scripts
for possible offence to religious sentiments in a key growth
market.
Companies like Amazon’s Prime Video and Netflix are
inspecting planned shows and scripts, with some even deleting
scenes that could be controversial, five Bollywood directors
and producers, and two industry sources have said.
This comes as Amazon Prime Video has become embroiled
in legal cases and police complaints alleging that Tandav
depicts Hindu gods and goddesses in a derogatory manner and
offends religious beliefs. Tandav, a Hindi word meaning fury,
stars top Bollywood actors.
A scene from Tandav that was removed by Amazon after
release was around a stage play, where a person acting as the
Hindu god Shiva seeks out suggestions on how to increase
his social media following, after someone says Lord Ram was
becoming very popular online.
Public outcry over obscenity and religious depictions are
common in culturally sensitive India, but the Tandav issue
snowballed as police questioned Amazon India’s head of
original content for Prime Video for hours following official
complaints.
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Fearing arrest, Aparna Purohit put in an anticipatory bail
plea, which was declined by a state court, but the Supreme
Court last week gave her protection from arrest.
“Scripts are being read and re-read now. Streaming
platforms are vetting content for anything that they see as a
red flag,” said a producer from Bollywood, who declined to be
named.
Amazon has decided to delay streaming a new season of a
popular Hindi spy thriller, The Family Man, which was due out
last month. While Amazon declined to comment, a source said
the delay was “a ripple effect of what happened with Tandav”.
Amazon recently issued a public apology “to anyone who
felt hurt” by Tandav, saying some objectionable scenes had
been removed.
India is a valuable market for Amazon, and its rivals Netflix
and Walt Disney Company’s Disney+ Hotstar. Amazon’s Jeff
Bezos said at an event last year that Prime Video was doing
well globally “but nowhere it’s doing better than India”.
Netflix has announced 41 new shows and films for 2021
in India, versus around 30 new titles released in 2020. Unlike
films, content on video streaming platforms currently face no
censorship in India.
Netflix is closely tracking Amazon’s Tandav cases, one
entertainment industry source said.

Cast members in Hush Hush

Word is out: Hush Hush
series led by women cast

O

n the occasion of International Women’s Day,
Amazon Prime Video has announced its upcoming
series Hush Hush (Working Title), led by an allwomen cast and crew.
Amazon Original Hush Hush (Working Title) not only tells a
story with strong female protagonists, but it is also helmed by
some of the finest female talent behind the camera.
Tanuja Chandra (Qarib Qarib Singlle, Dushman, Sangharsh)
will serve as the Creative Director & Executive Producer and
Shikhaa Sharma (Shakuntala Devi, Toilet – Ek Prem Katha,
Sherni) will double-hat as Executive Producer and original
story writer.
Kopal Nathani, one of the most promising names in the
advertising films industry, directs episodes in the show.
National Award-winning writer Juhi Chaturvedi (Gulabo
Sitabo and Piku), has
been roped in to pen the
dialogues for the series
written by Ashish Mehta.
It will be produced
by Vikram Malhotra’s
Abundantia Entertainment
(Breathe, Breathe: Into the
Shadows, Shakuntala Devi,
Airlift).
Hush Hush (Working
Title) marks the digital
debut of award-winning
Indian movie star Juhi
Chawla, as well as that
of Ayesha Jhulka, with
Kopal Nathani
leading ladies Soha Ali
Khan, Karishma Tanna, Shahana Goswami, and Kritika Kamra
playing pivotal roles in this exciting thriller-drama.
With a unique female gaze at its core, Hush Hush (Working
TItle) propels forward the
movement of women telling
their own stories. It features
an almost all-female crew,
right from the Production
Designer, Costume Designer,
Surpervising Producer,
Co-producers, to Art,
Costume, Production
Coordination, to even the
Security Team!
Tanuja Chandra, Creative
Director and Executive
Producer, Hush Hush
(Working Title), speaking on
Tanuja Chandra
the greenlight announcement
said, “Video streaming in India has brought about a significant
change in storytelling by pushing female narratives to the fore
and I couldn’t be more pleased! It’s what directors like me have
waited for.”
Chandra added, “Amazon Prime Video and Abundantia
Entertainment, both have been bringing diverse and authentic
women’s stories to audiences in India and abroad for a while
now, and I’m thrilled to join forces with them for Hush Hush
to create something with this wonderful team that I hope will
be truly special.”
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CRICKET

India women to play Test against England

J

hulan Goswami has welcomed the announcement of a Test
match for India Women, which is likely to be
played during the tour of England in JuneJuly. She also thanked the Board of Control for
Cricket in India for realising “that this format is
also important for us”, ESPNcricinfo reported
last week.
The upcoming fixture will be the first
in the format for the team since November
2014, a period in which England and
Australia have been the only teams to
have played Test cricket in the women’s
circuit.
“Everyone is very excited. We played
a Test match last, against South Africa
in Mysore in 2014, and after seven years
we are going to play a Test against England,”
Goswami said.
She added, “We are all excited because Test
cricket or days’ match is one thing you, as a
cricketer, wanted to play, wanted to go out there
and perform well. It involves a lot of challenges
– from your mental strength to your physical
strength. The game changes every session.”
Goswami is the only active Indian player, apart
from Mithali Raj, to have played ten or more Tests.
She was part of the team that defeated England by six
wickets in the last contest between the two sides in the
Test format in August 2014.
Said Goswami, “We are
all looking forward [to the
upcoming Test]. Thanks
to the BCCI; they understood that this format is
also important for us. I
Jhulan Goswami
would like to thank them
for taking it up, [and for] bringing Test cricket [back] for India.”
At 38 years, Goswami is one of the greats of the game. She
has 40 wickets from ten Test appearances to date, with three
five-wicket innings hauls, including a best of 5 for 25, and one
ten-wicket match haul. She also has 283 runs in the format at an
average of 25.72.
South Africa’s captain in India, Sune Luus, playing lead in
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place of the injured Dane van Niekerk, said she hoped the development would encourage other boards, and the ICC, to revive
the Test format in the women’s circuit.
“We would love to play Tests. Unfortunately, I wasn't part
of the Test series we played [in 2014], but I know the
team would love to have an opportunity to play more
Tests,” she said. Her career of over 150 international
games has yet to feature a Test match.
She added, “It’s obviously a real challenge... The
BCCI announcing that India will be playing a Test…
will probably lead to more… I think it’s a good start. I
hope the world sees it, and …pushes the ICC and those
involved for the women’s game to have more Tests.”
A tweet from BCCI secretary Jay Shah last week confirmed India will play the one-off Test against England
Women. The details are still being worked out.
According to an ESPNcricinfo report last week, the
Test match will be played in England, and has been tentatively earmarked for June-July, closer to the men’s World
Test Championship final, which the ICC has scheduled
from June 18-June 22.
However, the venue for the women’s match is yet to
be finalised. ESPNcricinfo reported the England
Cricket Board is still working through the
exact details of England's schedule for its
home season. It was confirmed at the end
of last year that South Africa and New
Zealand’s women’s teams are to tour for
both an ODI and a T20I series.
Women’s Test matches have almost died
out, with the last six fixtures in the format in
August 2015 seeing England versus Australia,
the only teams that still play long-form cricket
internationally.
India played its last Test match against
South Africa in November 2014 in Mysore.
India won that game by an innings and
34 runs. In all, India have played 36
women’s Tests, dating back to 1976.
Announcement of the Test match may also pave the way for
India’s leading women’s players to feature in the inaugural season of The Hundred. The 100-ball competition is due to start on
July 21, with five overseas spots still available.

Richie Benaud’s statue at SCG

Australia has 73-0 statue gender-gap

C

ricket Australia marked International Women’s Day
by committing to addressing gender imbalances in the
game, including the lack of statues of female cricketers
around the country, ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
CA said there were 73 statues or sculptures of male cricketers
in Australia. However, there are none of women, an imbalance
that would soon be reduced with statues commissioned for the
country’s two best-known cricket grounds.
The Sydney Cricket Ground, which has life-size bronze
sculptures of cricketing greats Stan McCabe, Steve Waugh, and
Richie Benaud, will add a statue of a female cricketer this year.
Another artwork has been commissioned for Melbourne
Cricket Ground to commemorate last year’s final of the T20
World Cup, which attracted 86,174 fans to the venue.
“We are committed to challenging ourselves to continue to
address gender inequality across our game,” CA’s interim chief
executive Nick Hockley said last week.
He added, “So many challenges have been presented since
that day, and it is now more important than ever that we keep
pushing for equality in cricket, and keep building the momentum established before the pandemic.”
CA has formed a ‘Recognition of Women in Cricket Working
Group’, which, among other projects, will decide on the subject
for the SCG sculpture.
“It’s going to be a pretty incredible list to choose from,” working group member and Australia vice-captain Rachael Haynes
said.
“Just for a player who has been involved for a long time, it’s
going to be nice to walk into a stadium like the SCG, and be able
walk past some of the heroes who have led the way. I’m looking forward to learning about our history and the contribution
some of these female players have made,” Haynes said.
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Change of guard as Brathwaite takes helm

N

ewly appointed
Harper also noted the
West
Indies
team displayed a culture
captain, Kraigg
that required nurturing
Brathwaite told the Caand cultivation.
ribbean media last week
“Bangladesh presentthat he is keen on leading
ed us with an opportuthe team from the front,
nity in the areas where
and added there will be
we thought there was a
no slacking off during his
need for improvement.
watch in the upcoming
We saw exactly the sort
two-Test series against Sri
of effort and spirit, and
Lanka. Brathwaite’s comthe birth of a culture that
ments were reported in
we would really like to
the Trinidad Express last
see going forward, and
week.
develop, and also be inSo far, West Indies’
stilled,” he said.
bowling and its bats have
Harper also indicated
dominated the touring Sri
that competition for a
Lankans, the hosts finishpick on the Test team was
ing off the visitors with
intense following the inKraigg Brathwaite plans to lead by example
a whitewash 3-0 in the
dividual successes during
ODIs on Sunday. The upcoming Tests will be keep that attitude, that will be the key for us the Bangladesh tour.
played on March 21 and March 29.
moving forward… The key is not to slack off.”
“When we look at the performances in BanBrathwaite stepped up to successfully lead
He would also “lead by example”, he said, gladesh, some of the players grabbed a place in
the team in the absence of Jason Holder in Ban- adding, “We have two matches, so that is ten this squad for [the Sri Lankan] series. Unforgladesh last month. After coming away with a days of cricket and we know we have to do it. tunately, players had to miss out and Roston
2-0 series win, the West Indies selectors opted For me it is all about attitude from warming up Chase was one of them,” he said of Chase’s exto stick with Brathwaite at the helm, hoping the to fielding, and all the simple things. We have clusion.
winning attitude in Bangladesh would continue to commit with the right mindset and attitude
Commenting on Hetmyer’s omission, Harpin the Sri Lankan tour.
to these things, and it will take care of the per- er said he has the ability to be one of the best in
With Brathwaite’s hands on the wheel, the formance.”
the world in all formats of the game. However
selectors have opted to bring back Darren BraCommenting on the selectors’ captain as far as Test cricket is concerned, Hetmyer
vo and Holder into the Test team, while over- change, Chairman of Selectors Roger Harper needs to get some matches and form before he
looking Roston Chase and Shimron Hetmyer.
said the recent Bangladesh series was an eye- can make the pick, Harper said.
Holder is the current No 1 all-rounder in the opener. He was also supportive, and confident,
“[Hetmyer] has been absent for a while, and
ICC Test rankings, and has captained the West that Brathwaite would continue to deliver with has not played regional four-day cricket for a
Indies team in 37 Tests since taking over from the bat, even as he helmed the team on and off while. So, he really needs to get some matches
Denesh Ramdin in 2015. His leadership has the field.
under his belt and showcase what he can do,
seen 11 wins, five draws, and 21 defeats.
Said Harper, “Sometimes a few months can especially in the time after the Bangladesh seBrathwaite told the <i> Express he and be a very long time, and Bangladesh really ries where players have really grabbed places
Holder are on good terms, and that he wanted opened our eyes to a number of things. What for themselves,” Harper said.
to continue from where they left off in Bangla- we saw in Bangladesh was a team playing with
He added, “[Hetmyer] is a player who cerdesh.
passion and determination, and rallying around tainly is still in the forefront of our minds, and
“Just want to thank God for the opportunity. each other with great teamwork, and showing a we are waiting for him to really display the sort
For me, it is just the continuation of what we real drive to succeed. I think as captain of the of passion, and the sort of consistent perfordid in Bangladesh. I thought the attitude we team, Kraigg played a major part in that.”
mances that we are looking for as well.”
showed in the practice sessions, and on the
He added, “We also saw in Bangladesh
Test Squad: Kraigg Brathwaite (capatin),
field… was key,” Brathwaite said.
Kraigg’s batting returning to the sort of form Jermaine Blackwood (v. captain), Nkrumah
He added, “…I just want to lead from the we expect and look forward to, and I think that Bonner, Darren Bravo, John Campbell, Rahfront; and for us to keep that same attitude. will only get better. I think he handled the re- keem Cornwall, Joshua Da Silva, Shannon
Moving forward, obviously we want to win sponsibility quite well, and I expect big scores Gabriel, Jason Holder, Alzarri Joseph, Kyle
games, but I think once we are disciplined, and to come from him in the very near future.”
Mayers, Kemar Roach, Jomel Warrican.

Skerritt plans to stay at the wicket for 2nd term

R

ecall the meaning of the acronym
WYSIWYG, and that is what Cricket
West Indies president Ricky Skerritt is
promising as he seeks re-election for a second
term as the head of the regional board. What
you see is what you get, he said late last week.
“All I will say is that [Kishore] Shallow and
myself have proven beyond a doubt that we are
vested in ideas and policies and programmes
that benefit West Indies cricket, and not us and
not particular groups over others,” he said on
Sports-Max Zone cable television.
He added, “We have clearly shown that we
are serious, honest, and that we can be trusted to do what we say we are going to do. And
where we failed, it was well-meaning. There
is no clandestine activity, or cloak and dagger
activity taking place around us. We will fight
against anything that doesn’t speak to transparency and accountability. They won’t get that
from us.”
Skerritt hails from St Kitts and Nevis, while
Shallow is from St Vincent and the Grenadines.
They are both being challenged for the post
of president and vice-president by Guyana’s
Anand Sanasie, and Barbados’ Calvin Hope, respectively. Two years ago, Skerritt and Shallow
won eight of the 12 votes to defeat incumbent
Dave Cameron. CWI elections this year take
place on March 28.
Skerritt said the politics of West Indies cricket is something he does not enjoy, but welcomes
the challenge for the top spot, a key aspect of a

Ricky Skerritt
healthy democracy.
“The system that has an allowance for challenging the incumbent, and trying to bring betterment to the leadership, is a healthy thing.
I was not surprised [in being challenged by]
these two individuals, who have spent the last
two years being in opposition in the Parliament, so to speak,” Skerritt said.
He added: “Politics anywhere is uncomfortable to predict because people vote sometimes
on a whim or a fancy, but I am sincerely hoping, and I am optimistic, that the people who
have that responsibility to vote will understand
that we are a good thing. That we have [made]
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some significant changes, and that the road
forward looks more promising than it did two
years ago, and that Skerritt/Shallow deserves
another term. I am pretty certain that the majority of the voters are thinking that way.”
Looking at his first two years in office, Skerritt said apart from trying to get the governance
reform ball rolling with the Wehby Report,
CWI had made progress in training coaches,
and building stability.
“We have made progress on all fronts, but
especially on the cricket front with regards to
the coaching education programme we put in
the place,” he said.
Said Skerritt: “We virtually have a revolution
taking place. We’ve touched over 400 coaches
in three different levels. We’ve touched over
200 on the foundation level, brand new coaches, teachers, and parents, and over 80 of them
are women, and that is building a base for a
network of coaches across the region like we’ve
never seen before. Over the next two years, we
think we can take that number well over 1,000.”
Additionally, “The other one is the atmosphere we’ve created with the players and stakeholders, and the stability we’ve brought to CWI
relations. We don’t have any wars going on with
anybody.”
Skerritt said upon entry into the role, he
noted there were “many battles taking place”.
The “residual ones [are] being cleaned up and
sorted out where possible... We have an atmosphere that is solutions-oriented,” he said.
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International
Cricket Schedule

Wednesday March 17, 2021
Afghanistan vs Zimbabwe in UAE, 2021
Afghanistan vs Zimbabwe, 1st T20I
Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi 4:00
AM - 10:00 AM GMT/02:00 PM LOCAL
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies Cricket Board President XI vs
Sri Lanka, 2-day Practice Match, Day 1
Coolidge Cricket Ground, Antigua 8:00
AM 02:00 PM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Thursday March 18, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 4th T20I Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad 7:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies Cricket Board President XI vs
Sri Lanka, 2-day Practice Match, Day 2
Coolidge Cricket Ground, Antigua 8:00
AM 02:00 PM GMT /10:00 AM LOCAL
Friday March 19, 2021
Afghanistan v Zimbabwe in UAE, 2021
Afghanistan vs Zimbabwe, 2nd T20I
Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
Saturday March 20, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 5th T20I Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad 7:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
Afghanistan vs Zimbabwe in UAE,
2021Afghanistan vs Zimbabwe, 3rd T20I
Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of New Zealand, 2021
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 1st ODI
University Oval, Dunedin 4:00 PM (Mar
19) 10:00 PM GMT (Mar 19) / 11:00 AM
LOCAL
Sunday March 21, 2021
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 1
Sir Vivian Richards Stadium, North
Sound, Antigua 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Monday March 22, 2021
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021West
Indies vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 2 Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, North Sound,
Antigua 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 10:00
AM LOCAL
Tuesday March 23, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 1st ODI Maharashtra Cricket
Association Stadium, Pune 2:00 AM 08:00
AM GMT / 01:30 PM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of New Zealand, 2021
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd ODI
Hagley Oval, Christchurch 7:00 PM
(March 22) 01:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM
LOCAL
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 3 Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, North Sound,
Antigua 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 10:00
AM LOCAL
Wednesday March 24, 2021
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 4 Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, North Sound,
Antigua 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 10:00
AM LOCAL
Thursday March 25, 2021
Sri Lanka tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Sri Lanka, 1st Test, Day 5 Sir
Vivian Richards Stadium, North Sound,
Antigua 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 10:00
AM LOCAL
Friday March 26, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 2nd ODI Maharashtra Cricket
Association Stadium, Pune 2:00 AM 08:00
AM GMT / 01:30 PM LOCAL
Bangladesh-NZ, 2021 NZ vs Ban., 3rd
ODI Basin Reserve, Wellington 4:00 PM.

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
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gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-297-8222

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

$949,000
SOLD OVER ASKING!

Location! 100% renovated New: potlights,
custom kitchen w/
quartz countertop
& crown moulding,
S/S appls, windows
& doors, plumbing &
electrical, oak stairs,
jewel stone front porch,
roof & gutter. Separate
entrance to 3-bdrm
bsmt w/kitchen, 2 sep
laundry rms, 3 bdrms in
upper flr. A landlord's
dream. A must see!

FOR
SALE
$729,000

!
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Great Opportunity to Own A
Newly Renovated Open Concept End Unit Townhome in
Prime Location Close to Everything!! Second Floor Loaded
With 9 Ft Ceilings, Large Breakfast/Dining Area with Large Sun
Filled Windows! Close to TTC,
Up Express ,401, and Schools!

Brampton

3-year new executive 2 storey
Listed
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

$689,000

!
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Perch Condo

Starting
From Mid- $400K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Starting
From

Scarborough, ON
Starting
From

$400K

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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If you are in search of a
Toronto townhouse for sale,
look no further! With its central location between the 401
and 407, PRESTO provides
quick access to the DVP/404
as well. Conveniently close
to schools, shops, restaurants, and recreation, with
a TTC bus stop just steps
from your door. Plus, nearby
attractions ranging from the
Toronto Zoo to Rouge Park.

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

Presto Towns Scarborough, ON

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms
Detached Home with Basement
in-law Suite North Whitby Community. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities & 407/401
Highways. Private Backyd W/
No Neighbours in the Back.

Starting
From Mid- $300K

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Gaze upon an endless
canopy of green. Indulge in
spectacular amenities. Gift
your life the luxury of space.
Welcome to ravine-side living.
Residences will be close
by to University of Toronto
Scarborough campus, parks,
schools, lakes and so much
more. Also, a quick 8-minute
drive to the Old Kingston
Road GO Station which
allows you easy commute to
Downtown Toronto’s Union
GO station.

Whitby

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

647-708-4772

Oak St., Toronto

Niagara Falls, ON

Toronto

Zafar Twaheer
Broker

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

