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Trinis in solidarity
with women, kids

Russel Lutchmn photo; artwork Ryan Beamul

R

Support for women & children in T&T - Radica’s Hot & Spicy
Restaurant owners Shiva Nandlal (right) with parents Motilal & Radica

adica’s Hot & Spicy Restaurant
in Brampton was well-visited
over the weekend with customers, among them clients with linkages to Trinidad and Tobago, showing
solidarity for the women and children
who have been victims of violent crime,
rape, and kidnappings back home. The
event took place February 26-28.
The event’s organiser, Russell
Lutchman, said the effort was to let
Trinidad and Tobago know that TriniCanadians are in solidarity, and want
change to protect nationals back home.
The Brampton event came in the
wake of the tragic deaths of Andrea
Bharatt, Ashanti Riley, and many others, Lutchman said.
Many visitors brought flowers, read
and discussed the posted literature,
and expressed support for change in
Trinidad and Tobago, he said.

Persad-Bissessar asks Modi for vaccine donation
www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Port-of-Spain – In a proactive and
decisive move, Opposition Leader
Kamla Persad-Bissessar seized the
moment last month and wrote to India’s
Prime Minister Narendra Modi asking for a gift of Covid-19 vaccines for
nationals of Trinidad and Tobago.
According to a Trinidad Express
report on Monday, Persad-Bissessar’s letter was dated February 23, 2021. In her
letter, Persad-Bissessar informed Modi
that in early February the Opposition
reached out to the government asking
that it request a donation of vaccines
from India.
According to Persad-Bissessar,
Trinidad and Tobago is “reeling from
the effects of the deadly virus”, and it
The Shiv Sewa Sangh Mandir &
Cultural Center held its Sangeet
Ki Kahani 2 Virtual Concert last
Sunday as part of the fundraising
drive to either purchase a unit
or building. Over $30,000 was
raised. Sangeet Ki Kahani 2 was
supported with virtual appearances by artistes from both here
and abroad. In the composite
photo, at left is Gita Bisram, from
Angels Caribbean Band, and at
right is Pt Dipak Rambharose; at
center is the mandir’s President
Nadira Raghunandan-Dyal, who
organised the event. Click here
for the mandir’s website, and to
donate to its fundraiser.
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Ali’s Roti Shop
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Close Ave

W
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Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm
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Narendra Modi
was her belief that with Modi’s direct
intervention and vaccine donation, the
nation may be able to combat the economic and social challenges wrought by

the pandemic.
Persad-Bissessar also told Modi
that Trinidad and Tobago had already
received a donation of 2,000 vaccines
from Barbados’ Prime Minister Mia
Mottley. These vaccines were generously given after Mottley wrote to
Modi in January requesting a gift of
100,000 vaccines and to purchase a
similar quantity. Modi’s government
donated 100,000 doses, which arrived
in early February.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “Trinidad
and Tobago is grateful to have already
benefited from Barbados’s donation of
2,000 doses of vaccines that originated
in India. However, as you may know,
See Page 18: ‘Bharat ki beti’
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$980,000

$839,500

A Man’s Ambition - A Woman’s Dream!

Be The First Lady

Unique, Not Unusual. Home located on a quiet
court in Mississauga. Features 4 bdrms with 3 full
wshrms on the upper flr, main flr with a large fam
rm, gas frpl, open concept lvng & dng rm, large
eat-in ktch & a full bsmt. Great for a lge family.

Home with basement apt. This impressive home
features 3 bdrms on the upper flr. Master bedroom
has a full ensuite & walk-in closet. Main floor has a
fam rm with gas fireplace, private dining area & a
living room. Basement is finished with 2 bedrooms,
kitchen & separate entrance. See for yourself.

$786,500
L(o)(o)k At This Value
Cheerful setting for a happy family. Impressively
clean and updated home. Features 3 bedrooms,
4 washrooms, double car garage, and an
unspoilt basement. Recently updated with quartz
countertops, gas fireplace, and laminate floors.
Don’t miss this one!

$729,900

Eye Appeal! Purse appeal!

Excellent value. Here is a 4-bdrm home with a
built-in garage. The main floor offers an open
concept setting, hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen
with a sunroom, master bdrm with 2 closets & an
ensuite bath with privilege. Lower level features a
fam rm with a wood burning fpl. Just got this one!

$449,900

$739,500
Are You Satisfied!
Very important proposition. This unique home has
a lot to offer. Approx. 3,000 sq ft of finished space.
Enjoy 3 bdrms, a great rm, master with full ensuite,
s-way stone fireplace & plenty of counterspace. Updated with hardwood, fresh paint & ceramics. For
new adventure, see & own this dandy home.

$722,300

Invest in Happiness!

And much, much more. Features included 3 spacious bedrooms, 3 washrooms, master bedroom
with a full ensuite, quartz counters, and a separate
entrance to an unspoilt basement. This home is
newly built.

$469,900

X-Large Condo

Super Sharp Condo

Spacious condo with 2 large bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, open balcony and
laundry facilities. This corner suite is bright, clean
and updated. Great investment.

For the smart buyer. Features 2 bedrooms, open
balcony, laminate floors and LED pot lights. Prime
location near public transit, malls, schools, and
shopping. Explore the possibilities.
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More aid from UNI-TnT for stranded farm workers

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Toronto – Stranded migrant workers from Trinidad
and Tobago sheltering the pandemic at the Van Brenk
Fruit Farm & Nursery in Fingal, southwest of St
Thomas in Ontario, were recipients of a donation of
“back-home” foodstuff, blankets, and bottled water.
The donation was made last month by UNI-TnT, and
is the second outreach by the group to farm workers.
According to UNI-TnT member, Carlos Maharaj,
this time around, the items taken to the Fingal farm
came from funds raised during a recent food drive.
“We are limited by the pandemic with what we could
do for fundraising,” Maharaj said. Using social media,
UNI-TnT “got an astounding response”, Maharaj said.
He added, “People responded to our message that
simply stated, ‘Food for the migrant workers’.”
With the donations received, UNI-TnT acquired
non-perishable foods that included pigeon peas, chickpeas, oats, flour, rice, corned beef, sardines, instant
oats, cornmeal, and Nutrament.
Group member, Pacos Gobherdan, also made a per- UNI-TnT’s foodstuff packed in a SUV for migrant workers
sonal donation of bottled water and blankets to the workers, the foodstuff from Grace Foods Canada.
“Grace Foods Canada is always quite supportive,” he said.
which was “warmly received”, Maharaj added.
According to Maharaj, UNI-TnT’s next project is getting the
“Altogether, the foodstuff, with the bottled water and blanword out on yet another fundraiser, this time its annual raffle,
kets, filled up the entire back of a GMC Yukon,” he said.
Maharaj also made special mention that UNI-TnT acquired with its main prize being a car.
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Construction industry takes action on racism

Toronto – Today developers, contractors, unions, asso- simply not be tolerated and have no place in our industry,” said
ciations, and workers are uniting in a growing coalition sup- Mitchell Cohen, President and CEO, The Daniels Corporation.
porting the Toronto Declaration of Inclusive Workplaces &
The Carpenters’ District Council is thrilled to see that the
Communities. Systemic racism and discrimination harm our Declaration is widely valued, and are proud to be a part of this
construction industry. Bigotry has no place in our communities, broader industry coalition.
and we commit to standing up for the rights and dignity of all
“We’re working with a third-party company to deliver antito promote inclusive, equitable, safe, and respectful workplaces. racism training for staff, shop stewards, and eventually all
The Toronto Declaration of Inclusive Workplaces & of our members,” says Chris Campbell, Equity and Diversity
Communities affirms the health and safety of every person and Representative for the CDCO.
supports the construction industry’s zero tolerance policy for
“Our partners across the labour movement have also begun
discrimination, or acts of hate of any kind.
rolling out this training to their members, and we encourage
The affirmations in this Declaration further the principles everyone to join us and do the same,” Campbell added.
of inclusion supported by both the City
It is the collective responsibility of the
of Toronto and the unions and employers
industry to demonstrate that construction
in the construction industry. To demonis a welcoming path for the next generation
strate its support for this declaration, and to
of tradespeople – regardless of their backuphold diversity, the City of Toronto affirms
ground.
this Declaration, and encourages those in
“I love being a carpenter, and I am proud
the construction industry across the provto be part of an industry that understands
ince to continue denouncing discrimination
the importance of inclusivity and takes
and hate in all its forms.
the necessary steps to ensure diversity is
“As Mayor, I have made it clear that raccelebrated every day, said Rokhaya Gueye,
ism and discrimination have no place in
CDCO member.
Toronto. We have met with workers, develIn the last year, the construction indusopers, contractors, unions, and associations
try – employers and union partners – have
to create this Declaration and take a stand
been actively speaking out against racism
together against any form of hatred in our
and hate in all its forms and promoting
Jennifer Khan
city. This past year, when nooses were found
inclusion and diversity on worksites.
on construction sites in Toronto, we recognised the tragic realIn the last year Carpenters Local 27 brought forward and
ity that anti-Black racism continues to exist in our society and signed the Charter of Inclusive Workplaces & Communities in
that we need to keep doing all we can to bring an end to it,” said the summer of 2020 as part of a multi-union effort to create safe
Toronto Mayor John Tory.
and respectful workplaces.
He added, “We worked together with the
Also, the CDCO appointed Chris
industry to find ways to bring an end to racCampbell as Equity and Diversity
ism within the sector. This Declaration was
Representative. He is working to move the
a result of those meetings and an important
organisation forward, and continues to
step in the industry’s plan to move forward,
advocate for ending workplace discrimisupport their employees, and to build a
nation in the construction industry. The
more inclusive workplace for everyone.”
CDCO shared member-focused video conMany employers in the construction
tent celebrating Black History Month, with
industry have not just signed on to this
BIPOC members of the industry expressing
declaration, but are taking further action
what this month means to them.
to educate their members about the imporEllisDon has appointed Jennifer Khan
tance of eliminating racism and discriminaas the Head of Inclusive Diversity, and
tion in the industry.
established the Alliance of Black Employee
EllisDon has hosted diversity and incluExperience and Leadership, led by engineer
sion town halls to discuss these crucial issues
Samuel Ajobo.
with employees, and Daniels has organised
Daniels cohosted a virtual town hall in
Chris Campbell
site meetings with construction teams to
Regent Park to share updates and actions
impress the importance of creating inclusive workplaces and to in response to the hate crime on a Daniels construction site.
reiterate that there is zero tolerance for discrimination on job RESCON, Carpenters’ Local 27 and LiUNA Local 183 parsites.
ticipated in the town hall to engage directly with community
“EllisDon has zero tolerance for racism, and as an employer, stakeholders on broader industry actions against racism and
we have a pivotal role to play in this movement. We will con- discrimination.
tinue to work closely with our union partners to promote eduThe Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario is composed of
cation and action across all areas of our industry,” said Geoff 16 affiliated Local Unions, including 3,000 members of HOPE
Smith, President and Chief Executive Officer, EllisDon.
Local 2220 and the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and
“Actioning change requires commitment and collaboration Joiners across the province. In total, CDCO represents over
in our industry. Daniels has initiated important dialogues with 30,000 women and men working in a wide range of skilled
construction unions, associations and industry partners to take trades, including carpentry, drywall, resilient flooring, concrete
a unified stance and engage in conversations at every level to formwork, underwater construction, welding, scaffolding, and a
set out clear expectations that racism, prejudice and hate will long list of other construction-related work. (CNW)
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The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com
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Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
4
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support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Editorial

Vaccine acquisition

T

he unilateral and proactive move by Trinidad
and Tobago’s Opposition Leader Kamla PersadBissessar in approaching India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and requesting a donation of Covid-19
vaccines, have undoubtedly raised the hackles in the leadership in this nation’s government.
As reported by the Trinidad Express earlier this week,
Persad-Bissessar wrote to Modi on February 23 following
her weeks of fruitless efforts to engage Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley’s government to request a donation of vaccines from India.
In her letter, Persad-Bissessar noted that Trinidad and
Tobago is “reeling” from the effects of Covid-19. With a
vaccine donation by Modi, Persad-Bissessar said she believed Trinidad and Tobago would be able start its inoculation drive, and so begin national recovery from the unprecedented challenges brought by the pandemic.
The Serum Institute of India is the world’s largest vaccine maker, reportedly manufacturing three million doses
a day. It has agreed to produce 1.1 billion doses for delivery to a number of countries.
In an unprecedented and humanitarian move, India has
been distributing millions of its Covid-19 vaccines for free
through its “vaccine maitri” (vaccine friendship) gesture
to some of its neighbours, and several countries around
the world, among them nations in the Caribbean.
So far, a number of Caribbean countries have received
vaccine gifts from India via its vaccine diplomacy gestures,
with the latest being Jamaica late last month. As reported
by the Jamaica Information Service last week, this Caricom
nation is due to receive 50,000 doses of vaccines from India in the coming days.
As the Associates Times reported out of Miami last
week, the Indian government has sent 175,000 Oxford AstraZeneca vaccine doses to five Caribbean countries, with
St Lucia receiving 25,000 doses, St Kitts and Nevis 20,000,
St Vincent and the Grenadines 40,000, Antigua and Barbuda 40,000, the Republic of Suriname 50,000 doses.
Guyana is due to receive 80,000 doses soon. Last month,
Barbados received a gift of 100,000 doses, and Dominica
70,000 doses of the vaccine.
In total, India plans to gift the Caribbean region with an
initial allotment of 500,000 doses of its vaccine.
With its larger population of around 1.3 million, and
with its economy already in recession even before the Covid-19 pandemic took its stranglehold, it boggles the mind
of any reasonable, thinking person why the government of
Trinidad and Tobago has not approached the Modi government earlier requesting a donation of vaccines.
Trinidad and Tobago’s Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh indicated this week that the government has
written to the Indian government about purchasing vaccines. He has also said Foreign Affairs Minister Dr Amery
Browne is in communication with India’s External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, and India’s High
Commissioner in Trinidad, Arun Kumar Sahu.
However, on February 22, Sahu revealed the Trinidad
and Tobago government had neither made a purchase order, nor a commercial agreement to procure vaccines from
The Serum Institute.
The slow pace by the government begs the question:
Why is it appearing, as critics have been saying, that
Trinidad and Tobago is at the back of the line with vaccine acquisition? Also, this nation’s Chamber of Industry
& Commerce has expressed dissatisfaction with the efforts
to procure vaccines, and with the delayed roll-out of an
inoculation program. As the Chamber has concluded, it
appears Trinidad and Tobago is positioning itself to be the
last country in the region to fully reopen its economy.
The government of Trinidad and Tobago is certainly au
courant with the narratives surrounding the inequities in
the global distribution of Covid-19 vaccines. It is for this
reason, among others, that Persad-Bissessar took the initiative and approached the Indian government.
Persad-Bissessar’s move is correct and patriotic; in what
is the worst of times, every inoculation gift counts.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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Protest hijacked

ndia’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi continues to explain
the Farm reform bills under siege in Delhi. I believe that
most protesters have not read them, or misrepresent the
terms; many admit to illiteracy. Despite its passion, the protest
is no longer about farming and farmer’s earnings (tax-free
by Indira Gandhi, it is a subsidy other taxpayers resent and WTO decry, including Canada!).
But the protest has apparently been hijacked by
international agitators, among whom are inexperienced girls exploited for their naïveté and
willingness to contribute and demonstrate.
On January 26, the hands of Sikh separatists and Hinduphobic
others, especially Muslims, were clearly displayed at the Red
Fort; the Samyukta Kisan Morcha (United Farmers Front) condemned and regretted the “undesirable” and “unacceptable”
events by protesters there.
Last month, Police laid a charge of sedition against 22-yearold Disha Ravi, from Bengaluru, 2,120 kilometres away, where
she is said to have produced and disseminated to protesters riot
instructions, received from Greta Thunberg, the Swedish climate “activist”, who inadvertently posted them on Twitter, then
quickly erased them.
The government so far has respected farmers, tolerated their
actions for four months, and remains willing to negotiate their
concerns. But not Sikh separatism, a relatively recent movement, begun in the 1980s with Indira Gandhi’s murder; today it
is powered mainly by Canadian Sikhs, a century removed from
India, and from the daily life of Indian Sikhs, who do not want
a separate State, as they know that if that happens, Pakistan will
“visit” promptly, and take over, as it tried to do in Kashmir in
1948, and Sikhs will become Pakistanis.
They don’t want that; first, the ten human Sikh gurus were
all believed to have descended from Lau and Kush, the sons of
Rama, a Hindu avatar. Eight were born in India, two in Lahore,
Pakistan. Second, most of their holy sites are in India; the territory is familiar, and virtually their own. No Sikh wants to apply
for a visa each time he feels like visiting one. As devout people,
they rejected partition; they see the difficulties their Pakistani
counterparts endure.
Modi in 2014 inherited an India on the brink of fracture, as it
had been in 500 A.D. near the end of the Gupta period that had
seen 300 years of “a golden age” when India was the brightest
spot on earth, the centre of learning and luxury, of culture and

wealth, with one of the two highest GDPs on the planet.
A millennium later, the English and European renaissance
occurred, powered by knowledge from India, via Arabian scholars, like al Beruni, who had always accompanied Islam’s armies.
The first caliphates (Patriarchal and Umayyad, 632-750 A.D.)
had conquered Mediterranean Europe and Africa,
Asia minor, Spain, the south of France, and lands
Mohan
to the borders of Afghanistan. Soon Muslims
Ragbeer were all over India. The Minimum Support Price
was introduced by Muslim ruler Alauddin Khilji
to provide cheap food to his armies!
In the centuries since, many changes have occurred. In many
nations, advances have come mainly from the studious and
ambitious middle class, not from the aristocracy. But India’s
middle class had been so subjugated and shorn of the strongest
values of its original Dharmic religions and heritage that it
yearns for America, and accepts its crassness and much-touted
“freedoms”, rather than strive to restore or enhance the virtues
that had made India unique, rich, and attractive, and to preserve
them at all social and economic levels.
Indeed, modern Indians watch idly, while swarms of
Americans, many toting Bibles in one hand and bribes in the
other, impose their values, while others loot what they can, animate or inanimate, turning pilfered things Indian into popular
American goods, through patenting, that tyrannical instrument
of American greed.
Witness the illegal patenting of toys, neem, turmeric, and
others, or the theft of marketable sections of Yoga by profiteers,
who care little for preserving meaning, context, or associations. Thus, they regard asceticism as servility, or idleness, not
as renunciation – a concept unknown to materialists. Modi
wishes to re-create India’s ancient glory, in modern garb. Why
don’t young firebrands picket Monsanto and their surrogates in
Maharashtra?
A quick switch to the US: Suddenly, I miss Trump; Biden is
hardly five weeks as President, and a week from declaring that
“Diplomacy is back”, then BOOM! He bombs Syria, to punish
Iran for not begging him for relief, and for hating Netanyahu,
who remains king of the White House. Remember! It was the
US that broke the US-Iran treaty; good manners demand that it
makes the reconciliation gesture.
But with the hawks he has assembled, he’ll bomb first and
wonder why later.

‘All-you come and get your polio inoculation’

D

avey brought the news to us, running down the street
like a town crier. Those were the days before social
media, email, and the Internet. It meant a young boy,
spreading news “like wildfire”, as it was said in those days, soon
had the ear of the villagers who spent most of the day sitting in
the shade underneath the big mango tree on the
sun-bleached hill.
Romeo
Young Davey was already wise enough to
Kaseram
know if news needed to travel from point A to
Z, or as my old man used to say, from “Avocado
to Zaboca”, then he needed to get to the wideopened ears of the village gossips. Of course, this was our own
idle group that spent the days, and weeks, and years beneath the
mango tree, chewing the soft stems of grasses, making idle chatter, and stroking their greying beards from sunrise to sunset.
“They say how a vaccination truck gone and reach by the
school,” Davey told the group while drawing in rapid, asthmatic
breaths. He had run with the breaking news from the nearby
Presbyterian school, where he had been stealing plums from a
neighbour’s tree hanging over the school’s fence, while pretending to pitch marbles in the compound.
“A big white truck just reach park up. It bring nurses, and
they have plenty boxes of long needles, and people lining up to
get injection,” he added.
As if on cue, a loud electronic crackling began rising in intensity in the distance. It was a sound of friction and power, the
intensity alien to our rows of adobe huts, so unlike the soughing
of the wind through the thatch of roofs, or the moaning of the
clusters of bamboos that lined the river’s bank.
It was the sound of clouds, not during its sudden cracks of
thunder, but if possible, having acquired solidity, were rubbing
together to create rippling, electronic cracklings. Whenever this
happened, our village stopped in its tracks. Mothers froze in
place with clothes pins in their mouths. The men stopped filing
the edges of their work blades, grass-knives, and the tines of
garden forks. And us children, conditioned by the sound, knew
right away bad news was about to be announced.
For the electronic crackle came from two loudspeakers
mounted on the hood of one of the two vehicles owned by a villager. In this case, it was a battered Ford Austin bought second
hand from one of the foreign overseers who was in management
at the sugar factory, and which was sometimes rented out to the
owner of the loudspeakers for the occasional public announcement.
However, its most important use was the announcement of

deaths, which was solemnly broadcast throughout the villages
at any time of day or night, based on the availability of the Ford,
the distance the message was disseminated based on the depth
of the pockets of the family of the deceased.
Crackle! Crackle! Crackle! The electronic grating was always
preparatory to the announcement, at which
everyone in the village froze in place, as if time
had stopped, but more since the sound irritated.
“We regret to announce the death…” the
speakers on top the vehicle amplified. “He was the
husband of… the father of…” Slow like a hearse,
the Ford rolled along, backfiring sometimes despite the solemnity, its rubber tires crunching the gravel on the one, dusty road
that entered, and then quickly exited our tiny village.
Sometimes, the Ford left behind a chorus of wailing and
bawling in its wake, the deceased a close relative to someone in
our village, the news entering the house with its unwelcome tidings of woe, sorrow, and a pulling out of lengthy tresses of hair.
Even as the vehicle passed the last house in the outskirts of
our village, to disappear behind a gigantic clump of bamboos
that moaned with the bad news, already curtains were being
taken down from windows in the afflicted household, with the
children clinging to the ankle-length skirts and bawling alongside their inconsolable mothers.
But this time around, the loudspeakers did not announce an
untimely death, which caused the entire village, including the
idlers on top of the hill by the mango tree, to breathe out an
audible sigh of relief.
Instead, it informed the villagers frozen in their baths by
rain-water barrels, and grandmothers holding on to handfuls
of crack-corn to the annoyance of the waiting chickens below,
that a government’s mobile hospital had only just arrived at the
village, and that all villagers were being called to immediately
assemble in the courtyard of the Presbyterian school.
Of course, the message was not as nuanced as reported above,
but rather, was delivered with a threatening imperative.
“Everybody listen up! If you know what good for you, it have
a mobile hospital reach by the Presbyterian school, and if youall know what is best for all-you health, well you have to come
and get your injection before you and your children fall down
and dead with the polio!”
By then Davey, who had finally caught his breath, was agitated again. By now the idlers were dutifully filing down the
hill, mostly with curiosity about the mobile hospital, with one
villager insisting it was taller than the mango tree on the hill.
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Trade Guyana’s oil with India for vaccines
Dear Editor,
“Wildly uneven and unfair” were among
the statements used recently by the United
Nation’s Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.
He wasn’t talking about Guyana’s Stabroek oil
contract, but Covid vaccine distribution.
He cited that over 130 countries have not
had a single dose of the vaccine, whereas ten
countries have administered 75 percent of all
vaccinations.
One of the main purposes of government is
to protect its citizens. The nationalism being
shown by the Western countries in hoarding
Covid-19 vaccines for their citizens should
remind us that foreign countries and their
companies don’t have our best interest in mind.
Should we question if the Guyanese government is doing all it can to protect its citizens?
There are many foreign companies engaging in exploiting our oil such as Exxon and
Hess, which are based in the US; Tullow, which
is based in the UK; and JHI Associates, based
in Canada.
If one looks at the data of how much
Covid19 vaccines have been administered
per 100 people, the US has administered 18
shots, and the UK has given about 26 shots.
Comparatively, Guyana has administered less
than one shot per 100 persons. Canada has
orders to purchase 414 million doses of Covid19 vaccines, which is about six times more than
it needs.
Now the Americans, British, and Canadians
will all benefit from Guyana’s nine billion
barrels of oil. How many vaccines have they
provided us?
Canada has not donated a single dose to any
country, including Guyana.
However, India is not as rich as Canada
monetarily, but it appears in this Covid-19
crisis to have richer moral values. India has

been more generous in its vaccine donations
than Canada.
India will donate 500,000 doses to Sri
Lanka. Plus, the island of Mauritius, with 1.3
million people, will receive 100,000 Covid-19
doses from India.
India produces 60 percent of the world’s
vaccines, and is set to become the second
largest producer of Covid19 vaccines behind
the US.
We do not need donations from India for
vaccines. Instead, we could trade for it. India
is heavily dependent on oil to run its country,
but lacks significant oil resources. Hence, we
should make an oil deal for Covid-19 vaccines.
India’s Covishield vaccine, based on the
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, is 90 percent
effective. The Chinese vaccine, based on results
in Brazil, is only 50 percent effective. It would
be better to administer the more highly effective Covishield vaccine, than using Chinese
donated vaccines on our citizens.
It is estimated Covishield may cost about
(US) $13.55 per dose. Europe is estimated to
pay between (US) $2.18 and (US) $18 per dose
for vaccines from a number of Western pharmaceutical companies.
The population of Guyana is about 760,000,
and each person would need two doses of
Covishield. That would cost (US) $21 million.
We have more than (US) $200 million from
our oil sitting in the bank, which is approximately ten times more than we need to buy the
required doses.
Isn’t the most important and urgent use of
our oil money to secure vaccines to protect
our people?
It is clear the Americans, British, and
Canadians are more interested in exploiting
our oil than helping our citizens survive. If the
government of Guyana’s number one priority

is protecting its citizens, then shouldn’t it trade
some of the oil wealth with India for enough
vaccines for all its citizens?
Is our oil to benefit the pockets of Western
mercenaries than the lives of our citizens?
To quote the UN Secretary-General
Guterres’s words, that would be “wildly, uneven
and unfair”.
Darshanand Khusial, Meng, & Charles
Sugrim, CPA, on behalf of OGGN, http://
www.oggn.org/about/, via email.

A health worker is vaccinated in Guyana

Umpire Tulsi an icon & inspiration

Dear Editor,
tions!
Thank you yet again for your wonderful
Yes, I also saw that great Leonora team play
and so informative publication! I have always against the formidable Port Mourant at the
enjoyed reading the articles and news.
beautiful, but very small Leonora Park! There
I was very saddened to learn of the passing were many top-class players on show, and this
of the late Tulsi Kumar, formerly
was an inspiration to me as an
of Leonora, in Guyana. I do have
aspiring cricketer!
very fond memories of Tulsi,
When I arrived in London
especially regarding the many
and began playing in the Essex
conversations we had almost
Cricket Club League in 1971, I
every day when we both travused to write to Tulsi and share
elled on the train from Leonora
news of my performances. He
to Vreed en Hoop, and then on
informed me about the local
the ferry to Georgetown.
games on the West Coast of
I picked up a lot of insights
Demerara. Little did I know
about cricket from him as a
that my name and perforyoungster, and it was indeed
mances were being broadcast
through him that on one fine
on Guyana Sports radio news!
day, I was introduced to the
It was Tulsi who passed on the
Tulsi Kumar
great Sir Clyde Walcott, and Syd
information.
Buller, who was the umpire that called Charlie
Sadly, due to my commitments to study, my
Griffith for throwing! They were on a visit to playing days ended, and I do regret that our
the Leonora Park Cricket Ground.
exchanges ended.
Interestingly, during our conversations,
May such a fine gentleman, icon, and inspiTulsi never discussed decisions in the games ration rest in peace, and I wish to extend my
he umpired, but he did say that he had scored sincerest condolences to his family.
almost 100 perent in his Umpire’s examinaKhalil Ali, via email.

UNSUNG

Verses

A

stunning collection of 100 poems of
beauty, inspiration, and hope based on
universal themes drawn from nature and
observations about our shared experiences and
fears in a hectic and challenging world. Unsung
Verses features superb and timeless images of
harmony and beauty in the natural world. The
craftsmanship is
outstandingly brilliant, and remarkably exquisite and
simple. Haimnauth
Ramkirath’s voice
rises above the
discordant notes
of a turbulent and
dark world, reaching the realms of
splendor, beauty,
and peace we all
crave. This collection resonates with
inspiration and
hope and offers a solace that is immediately
refreshing and almost tranquilising. This is the
fourth work of a rising poet whose writings shine
with the language and music that is breathtaking
and timeless. This collection will offer immense
satisfaction and joy to readers, young and old.

H

aimnauth
Ramkirath was
born in Guyana, and grew
up in a small village of
rustic charm and beauty.
As a child, he immersed
himself in the fascination
and beauty of the natural
world. This abiding love
for nature and life, in
its complexity, mystery,
and glory, is reflected
in his poetry. He feels
poetry has a vital role
in lifting the human
spirit, particularly in
turbulent and uncertain
times. He was a teacher
for almost 10 years in
Guyana. He came to the
US in 1991. Haimnauth
is an ardent practitioner
of meditation, yoga, and
the ancient science of
Ayurvedic healing. He is a
motivational speaker and
a vigorous campaigner
for social justice and
equality.

Available at amazon.com
Price $12.99
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Ask Jay...

Room for cautious optimism in T&T
Dear Editor,
and so on.
As was reported earlier in the media,
What our cool spot with the virus has
deliberations at a meeting last month of the brought us is a ratcheting up of the anxiety that
Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and ‘misbehaving’ will cause the virus to reappear
Commerce, in which its membership, seem- and swallow all of us up.
ingly unhappy with public efforts to procure
So, the beaches have been reopened, Diwali
and rollout the Covid-19 vaccine, concluded has come and gone, so has Christmas, the New
this country was positioning itself to be last in Year, and the Tobago elections: no rise in cases.
the region to fully reopen its economy.
Now, we are being primed to expect a CovidWith the media reporting that front-line 19 surge because CXC and CAPE exam-takers
healthcare workers received the vaccine last have returned to the classroom, there were
month, the gloom precipvirtual Carnival events
itated by the Chamber’s
in which attendees may
projection should be lifthave misbehaved, and,
ed, but not so fast.
of course, the numerous
Last
month
US
demonstrations for our
President Joe Biden
fallen sisters.
announced, with cautious
There will be no surgoptimism, that by July
es; there is, quite simply,
2021, the US will have
not enough virus endem600 million doses of the
ic in the community to
Covid-19 vaccine, a major
cause a surge.
boost to this country’s
The goal should be
vaccination programme.
to bring viral control to
Biden revealed the
a level that lockdown
rationale for cautiousness:
restraints can be lifted
that return to ‘normalcy’
that are perpetuating anxwas highly unlikely before
iety and fear, and inflictyear’s end, given the muling immeasurable damtiple hurdles to be surage to large swathes of the
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
mounted if herd immupopulation. Among them
nity is to be achieved; that the country must are the poor and disenfranchised, schoolchilmove on with such major issues as the logistics dren, and persons in the food, beverage, and
of vaccine rollout, getting the unemployed and entertainment industries. We are at a stage with
under-employed back to work, children back this virus to do that.
to classroom learning, and so on.
Very early in the pandemic, it was suggested
The obstacles to achieving herd immunity that viral spread in tropical and sub-tropical
are just as daunting in Trinidad and Tobago was completely different from Europe and the
as in the US, and the decision-makers here US. Most of the cases in the warmer countries
must recognise this, and also move on, but were related to international travel, or very
they won’t.
close contact. That is also true for Trinidad and
We have been in a position for some time Tobago: cases in point include outbreaks in the
now to return to at least near normalcy, but prison, and among police recruits.
continue to chase after wooden nickels, and,
Also, older persons with comorbidities, who
lately, they have been coming in bunches.
are over-represented in the death rates here,
In the past few weeks, the country has did not meet their demise after being outside
seen or heard Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, socialising without masks. No, these unfortuWHO’s Director General, the United Nations nate persons could not avoid close contact in
Development Programme representative their homes with infectious carriers of Covidhere in Trinidad and Tobago, Marina Walter, 19.
and the past US ambassador to Trinidad and
Lastly, members of the public who fell for
Tobago, Joseph Mondello, all praising the gov- the notion that the last surge occurred because
ernment for its management of the pandemic.
of “unlawful general election gatherings” need
These kudos are wooden nickels because to reconcile their thoughts; consider that there
they have bought the common people noth- was no surge in Tobago for the general election
ing. In countries such as Australia and New or the Tobago House of Assembly election.
Zealand where newly confirmed cases have
We must avoid falling into these traps, the
fallen to near zero (zero in Trinidad and latest being that we must await a mass vaccinaTobago for a few days last week, and for most of tion programme to return us to normalcy. As
June into July in 2020), we see persons enjoying other countries that have reached elimination
cricket or tennis, bunched together and mask- or near-elimination of the virus, we must conless, children attending classes, no restrictions tinue to manage our borders the best we can,
on gatherings, but organisers encouraged to and above all, get on with it.
maintain records to enable contact tracing,
Kenwyn Nicholls, via e-mail

Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

Benefits of Registering Basement Apartments

B

uyers pay a premium for homes with registered basement apartments
because of the immediate income boost that they provide. Costs to
retrofit and register existing basement apartments vary depending on
the municipality, size, and amount of work required. Newly built basement
apartments can cost as much as $50,000, and most buyers do not have that
kind of cash. They will prefer to pay higher prices for homes with existing
registered apartments and work them into their mortgages.

Apartments that are not registered are illegal. Registered apartments can
help buyers qualify for higher mortgages. For example, an income of $1,300
per month can help buyers qualify for an extra $80,000 mortgage, and will
cover about $230,000 mortgage payments. With the new mortgage rules, this
is a boon for buyers. Registered apartments may already have good tenants
and buyers will save on both time and cost. With Ontario’s fair housing plan,
registered apartments add to the already low rental housing stock, and are
much safer than apartment buildings with multiple stories, tenants, and elevators, as they are accessible from the ground level. With population growth
the demand for rental units has increased, and with escalating home prices,
registered apartments are becoming trendy.
Liabilities are reduced once apartments are registered because rental
units must pass all final inspections, and homeowners must provide proof
of insurance to the municipality. Many homeowners with unregistered apartments fail to inform their insurance providers and that can void their policy.
Tenants, neighbours, or anyone concerned can report illegal basement apartments, and the enforcement officers will step in and homeowners must legalise or reconvert it back to a single-family dwelling, or face fines from $25,000
to $50,000. Tenants can apply for rent reductions if apartments do not meet
health and safety standards. In the event of an accident such as fire, flood,
or slip and fall, landlords will not be protected and can be sued. Once registered, these apartments attract good tenants because they are safe to rent.
There are many tax advantages as well. Rent is considered an income,
and owners can claim certain expenses such as loss of rental income, proportionate share of utilities and mortgage interest, and cost for repairs and
maintenances of rental suites. If rental loss is greater than the rental income,
that loss can be written off against an individual personal income. My advice
is to open a separate account, keep proper records, and consult your accountant.
Legal basement apartments do not impinge negatively on communities,
and do not create overload on services such as sewer and garbage. Most
families living in basement apartments are small. Some municipalities offer
incentives such as refund on building permits, increase garbage allowances,
and two mailboxes to accommodate homeowners. Forgivable grants up to
$25,000 are available from time to time for low- or medium-income homeowners to renovate and register their basement apartments. The intention is to
create affordable, safe, and sustainable rental units.
How do you make secondary apartments legal? To register apartments,
they must meet the town’s Zoning By-Law, the Ontario Building Code, the
Fire Code, and Electrical Code. If constructed without a building permit,
homeowners must apply for one. Apartments must be upgraded to meet applicable codes and pass final inspections. For new secondary units, homeowners must apply for building permits before building, and once pass all
final inspections, they must be registered. Registered apartments are re-inspected every three years or upon change of ownership. The registration can
be revoked if homeowners fail to maintain the required standards.
Registered apartments provide extra income for homeowners, safety for
tenants, and are the most cost-effective way to provide affordable accommodations. It’s an income booster for buyers and a price booster for sellers.

Jay Brijpaul

T&T must learn to live on what it earns

Dear Editor,
Most local and international commentators
give the Trinidad and Tobago government high
marks for its handling of the Covid-19 pandemic. Although, in seeking to achieve the best
balance between protecting lives while earning
livelihoods, we have certainly sacrificed the latter, in a big way, in favour of the former.
While on the subject of bread and butter,
as a country we have spent nearly (TT) $100
billion more than we have earned in the past
six years. This is absolutely unsustainable, and
the government has to alter its course on this
matter quickly, or the IMF will be calling the
shots here long before the end of its current
five-year term.
As many others have outlined, there are few
other fiscal options available now, apart from
cutting the size of the Public Service, selling
off inefficient loss-making State Enterprises,
raising the rates for power and water, and paring down the very high levels of transfers and

subsidies.
On the revenue generating side, we urgently
need to awaken the sleeping agricultural giant,
while simultaneously unleashing our true tourism potential.
However, to successfully transform these
two labour-intensive industries will take such a
massive change in culture and attitude, that the
timeline involved here will be in the region of
ten to 15 years.
Hopefully, enough of our talented and energetic business leaders will also spearhead the
creation of other foreign exchange earning
industries in the digital arena, while our manufacturing community can always be relied
upon to keep growing at a steady clip.
Most of all, in a very small country and
economy, we have completely run out of fiscal
space to continue to borrow our way out of
serious financial difficulties, and we must now
finally learn to live within our earning capacity.
Gregory Wight, via email.
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If budget succeeds, then Guyana will be envy of the region

G

uyana’s ambitious 2021 budget seeks to stimulate
growth in the economy which last year experienced its
worst performance since 1989. This resulted from the
travails of the Covid-19 pandemic, compounded by political
tensions arising from the December 2018 no-confidence vote,
and the five-month delay in announcing the outcome of the
March 2020 general elections.
Last year, all non-oil sectors of the economy, with the exception of rice, livestock, and other crops contracted significantly,
resulting in a 7.3 percent decline in GDP growth. However,
thanks to the first full year of oil production, overall GDP grew
by 43.5 percent, saving the country from a catastrophic economic disaster.
In 2021, the economy is expected to grow
by 20.9 percent, with the non-oil economy
projected to grow by 6.1 percent. Inflation is
forecasted to increase to 1.6 percent, up from
0.9 percent last year.
Backed largely by oil revenues, the government aims to turn Guyana into an economic
powerhouse in which national prosperity is
not simply imaginary. To achieve this objective, the government
anticipates building a broad-based resilient productive sector,
including vibrant industrial and manufacturing sectors, accompanied by job creation.
It will also seek to cultivate conditions that are conducive to
small businesses and entrepreneurship.
In the oil and gas sector – the impetus for economic recovery
– the government plans to introduce measures that will enhance
local content, and ensure that the industry generates spill-overs
that will benefit the entire economy. It will also focus on developing local technical capacity, and strengthen institutions associated with the oil and gas sector, enabling greater participation
by Guyanese. Currently, the industry mainly employs foreign
expertise.
In other extractive industries, the government plans to take
a greater interest in the expansion and maintenance of production capacity and processes. For instance, in the gold industry,
it plans to work on better mineral mapping to ensure targeted
and efficient allocations of both private and public resources,
including licence allocation. It will also deploy a Mineral
Property Management System to enable applicants to track the
status of their application online.
The government
also plans to develop a
new policy framework
for bauxite development in the medium
term to resuscitate
the flagging industry,
which was one of the
worst performing sectors last year.
Agriculture, the
backbone of the nonoil economy, will benefit from an allocation of $22.6 billion,
up from $18.3 billion
in 2020, covering a
range of infrastructural works, among
them new farm-tomarket roads; clearing and preparation of
new lands; expansion
of the infrastructure
in the intermediate
savannahs;
expansion of drainage and
irrigation networks
to make new land available for small, medium, and mega
farms; strengthening extension services through additional and
improved facilities; introduction of traceability and certification
services to reduce existing trade barriers; research and development; and coordinating and facilitating private sector participation in agriculture-based tourism.
The government continues to hold on to the dream of
Guyana becoming the food basket of the Caribbean – supporting livelihoods, and transforming not only our economy, but
the region.
In sugar, the government is currently developing a master
plan, estate by estate, to guide the future of the industry. Some
of the elements of the master plan include a shift away from the
bulk sales to packaged sugar, and moving to a more diversified
product mix.
To this end, it is proposed to expand the Blairmont Packaging
Plant by adding three new packaging machines, and expanding
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Part 1 of this article reviewed budgetary
measures that will have an immediate impact
on the population while this part examines
longer-term development initiatives aimed at
stimulating economic growth.
the storage bond to make inventory available at all times to service the international market. In addition, it was also suggested
that the Enmore Packaging Plant could also be expanded to five
operational packaging lines.
It is also planned to repair deteriorating access roads, and
acquire new cultivation and transportation equipment for sugar
cane. While the budget allocated $2 billion
for critical capital works at Guysuco, the
government also plans to engage the private
Dwarka
sector to assist in resusLakhan
citating the industry to
viability.
Rice, which has
replaced sugar as the
primary agricultural commodity in recent
years, is expected to benefit from enhanced
research and development; adoption of
new technologies and promotion of new
high yielding varieties; increased maintenance of drainage and irrigation systems
and farm-to-market roads; and establishment of new markets.
In the non-traditional crops sector,
coconuts, soyabean and corn have been
identified as frontier crops. The government plans to fund the establishment of
four new coconut nurseries to make high
quality planting material available at an
affordable cost. Further, technical training
on inter-cropping and cultivation will be
provided to coconut farmers to help them
optimise their returns on investments.
In 2021, the government plans to cultivate 100 acres of planting material to support the production of corn, which will be
made available at affordable prices. This is
intended to reduce
the importation of
these commodities, and will augment
plans for large-scale corn and soya bean
cultivation in the Intermediate Savannah.
The budget has allocated $500 million
to be invested in supportive infrastructure to catalyse private investment in the
production of corn and soya. It is envisaged, mega-farms will cultivate tens of
thousands of hectares, benefiting from
the economies of scale in modern grain
production.
The Intermediate Savannah is considered a vast untapped opportunity for
agricultural development in Guyana. It
has the potential to produce both crops
and livestock in an integrated production system that encompasses annual
and perennial crops and small and large
ruminant production. The commodities
targeted for the Intermediate Savannah
are corn, soya bean, aquaculture, cattle
rearing, and orchard crops like citrus and
fruits.
In addition, the government plans
to establish over 100 shade houses to
increase the production of vegetables. It
will invest $832 million in agricultural infrastructure, including agro-processing and packaging facilities; as well as provide
laboratory services to agro-processors to ensure they can attain
the necessary standards and certifications in a timely manner.
It will also be taking steps to strengthen the cold-storage
capacity for seasonal produce destined for export and agroprocessing.
The government remains committed to facilitating largescale farming of livestock, working with the private sector.
Through these partnerships, we will realise improvements in
the quantity and quality of meat and meat products produced
for both domestic and international markets.
To address one of the main weaknesses in the agriculture sector, the budget committed $12 billion to make critical interventions in the country’s drainage and irrigation infrastructure. A
total of $5.1 billion has also been budgeted to further strengthen
the sea and river defence infrastructure.

The budget also allocated $185 million to boost tourism in
collaboration with the private sector.
It has invited private investors to participate in the development of new hotel properties that would improve the quality
and quantity of accommodation in Guyana. It is expected that
six new projects will commence construction in 2021. These
initial incoming investments will add an additional 1,000 hotel
rooms in the near term, and potentially a total of 2,000 to 3,000
rooms in the medium term.
The budget also announced that legislation will be passed to
create the Wales Development Authority in 2021. This industrial centre is expected to employ some 3,000 persons on a fulltime basis. The WDA is expected to be home of a gas processing
and co-generation power plant. The government announced
that it is in the process of procuring consulting services to conduct the geotechnical, geophysical, environmental impact, and
Light Detection and
Ranging studies to
determine the location of the gas line,
as well as the sites
for the drying facilities, co-generation
plant, and essential petrochemical
industries. The construction of the cogeneration plant and
laying of the pipeline
will begin next year,
and finish during
2023.
Conceptualised
as a 210 kilometre
pipeline to transport
natural gas from offshore Guyana, the
gas to power project will be the trailblazer to advance
Guyana’s path to
domestic
energy
security within the
next three years.
This transformational project includes the establishment of a power plant to
generate up to 250MW of power, the establishment of an industrial park, including industries to support the agricultural and
manufacturing sectors, and the creation of a local LPG plant to
cater for domestic demand and export.
It was also announced that the previously abandoned
165MW Amaila Falls Hydro Electric Plant will become a reality
under the current administration, providing Guyana with an
abundance of energy.
A sum of $700 million has also been budgeted for the installation of ten mini-grids and four off-grid systems in 2021.
These systems will provide a total of 1.472KW of installed solar
capacity, thereby generating 5,305KWh of electricity for interior
communities.
The budget allocated $25.6 billion for roads and bridges, of
which $23.7 billion will be spent on roads and $1.9 billion on
bridges. This will see investments being made in upgrading a
number of existing major roads and bridges, as well as initiating several new projects, among them the commencement of
the Linden to Mabura Hill Road; rehabilitation of the Linden
– Soesdyke Highway; linking Diamond to Mocha to address
the continuous traffic chaos on the East Bank Demerara Public
Road; linking the East Coast Demerara Highway to Timehri,
thereby connecting the two major airports, the Cheddi Jagan
International Airport and Eugene F. Correia International
Airport.
The government also announced plans to construct a new
bridge across the Demerara River and bridge Corentyne River
in collaboration with Suriname. Expressions of interest have
already been issued for both projects.
The budget also announced major initiatives in health care,
education, information and communications technology, housing, water, and social services.
Evidently, Guyana’s 2021 budget is the country’s most ambitious ever. Should the government’s plans materialise, Guyana is
set to become the envy of the region.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is available
on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Wailoo wins prestigious Dan David Prize
The Dan David Prize annually awards $3 million to individuGeorgetown – Historian and scholar Keith Wailoo has
joined Dr Anthony Fauci, Director of the US National Institute als and organisations that expand the knowledge of the past,
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, and others, as a recipient of enrich society in the present, and improve the world’s future.
The fields change annually to reflect society’s current quanthe 2021 Dan David Prize.
The Dan David Prize is an award endowed by the Dan David daries. This year’s areas of focus include the history of health
and medicine (past), public health
Foundation, and is headquartered at
(present), and molecular medicine
Tel Aviv University.
(future).
Wailoo is the Henry Putnam
Fauci was named then winner of the
University Professor of History and
public health category. Zelig Eshar of
Public Affairs at Princeton, and is
the Weizmann Institute of Science, Carl
being honoured for his work in the
June of the University of Pennsylvania,
history of health and medicine. He
and Dr Steven Rosenberg of the
will share the $1 million prize with
National Cancer Institute were named
Alison Bashford of the University of
winners of the molecular medicine
South Wales, and Katharine Park of
category.
Harvard University.
All seven laureates will donate ten
“I am deeply honoured to be a Dan
percent of their award money to scholDavid Prize laureate for my historiarships for graduate or post-graduate
cal scholarship on health and mediresearchers in their respective fields.
cine, particularly for developing new
The Dan David Prize was estabinsights about the past that enrich
lished by the late Dan David, an intercurrent approaches to improving
national businessman and philanthrohealth and society,” Wailoo said.
pist, whose vision is the driving force
He added, “I’m grateful beyond
behind the international Dan David
words to be celebrated among this
Prize. His aim was to reward those
magnificent group of laureates.”
Keith Wailoo
who have made a lasting impact on
From pain management to health
equity, Wailoo’s work sheds light on the medical field’s hid- society, and to help young students and entrepreneurs become
den past. He is working to advance a broader understanding the scholars and leaders of the future.
The winners will be honoured at the 2021 Dan David Prize
of health by taking an historical lens to today’s pressing issues,
including the Covid-19 pandemic, vaccinations, and the opioid Award Ceremony to be held during an online special event in
May 2021.
crisis.
Wailoo was born in Guyana in 1962. According to his webWailoo has authored an influential body of historical scholarship focused on race, science and health equity. He has also site, he is currently working on several book-length projects: a
written on the social implications of medical innovation, and on history of addiction in the US; a history of how pandemics past
and present transformed life in the US; and Poisoning Master, a
the politics of disease.
Among his books are, Dying in the City of the Blues: Sickle story of enslavement, drugs, the law, and racial hierarchy, set in
Cell Anemia, and the Politics of Race and Health (2001), How 1850s Tennessee on the cusp of the Civil War, and focusing on
Cancer Crossed the Color Line (2010), and Pain: A Political the trial of an enslaved girl, a nurse accused of murder.
He is currently President of the American Association for the
History (2014).
He also serves as president of the American Association for History of Medicine. He has also won awards for his writings on
drugs and drug policy, race, science, and health.
the History of Medicine.
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Protests in Georgetown following the attempted
rigging of the March 2 Regional & General Elections

Guyana fortunate election
rigging attempt failed: Ali
Georgetown – Guyana marked one year since the March
2, 2020 elections yesterday with President Dr Irfaan Ali saying
that Guyana is fortunate the parties attempting to subvert the
democratic will of the people did not succeed.
Additionally, Ali noted that were it not for the vigilance,
courage, and resoluteness of the Guyanese people, with support
from the international community, and witnessed by international election observers, Guyana “would have returned to the
dark days of tyranny”.
He added, “Brave men and women – of all ages, classes, ethnicities and political affiliation – came together in a heroic battle
to defend our motherland from one of its gravest threats: the
attempt to trample the democratic will of the people.”
Ali said the March 2 anniversary has become a celebration of
the stoic defence of democracy by the Guyanese people.
“It represents the determination of our people to maintain
Guyana as a democratic state which respects the rule of law,
the separation of powers, and the expressed will of the people
through free and fair elections,” he said.
Ali also revealed that the government took a decision to institute a national award, the Order of Democracy, in recognition
of the contributions of the individuals and organisations that
defended Guyana’s democracy.
The names of those to be awarded the Order of Democracy
will be announced later this year, he said.
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Singh: APNU+AFC missed opportunity to help Guyana
Georgetown – As the main Opposition in the National
Assembly, APNU+AFC missed an opportunity to present its
plans to aid Guyana’s development, Senior Minister in the
Office of the President, Dr Ashni Singh said on Monday.
At the time, Singh was wrapping up debate on the 2021
Budget.
“On the Opposition side of the House, they brought quite a
lot of personal insults, a lot of the standard menu of innuendos,
a complete bankruptcy of ideas, and essentially tried throughout their presentation [to build] their presentation around
misrepresentation and half-truths and mistruths to the people
of Guyana,” he said.
Singh congratulated the speakers on the government’s side
for explaining the developmental agenda to the nation. He said
the ministers delivered a realistic and comprehensive plan to
address the development challenges of the country.
“Our MPs took the Budget debates to elaborate their various
plans for their various sectors,” he said.
Singh said the true nature of the main parliamentary
Opposition was exposed once again, even as he referenced
the series of events that occurred following the passage of
the no-confidence motion on December 21, 2018. He said
APNU+AFC continues to believe they can insult the intelligence of the Guyanese people.
“They are looking people in the eye and saying the Budget
has nothing for the ordinary Guyanese, when they know that is
not true. They know that we’ve increased old age pension; we’ve
increased public assistance; we’ve returned the zero-rating food
items on basic necessities; we’ve reduced taxes on construction
materials,” he said.
Additionally, “We have increased the grant to school children. How can you watch the people in Guyana and say the
budget has nothing, when the people of Guyana know the budget has these things for them?”
Singh also ended his wrap-up with a dismissal of Opposition
Leader Joseph Harmon overture towards cooperation, saying it
was an insult to the intelligence of Guyanese.
He noted that the APNU+AFC’s statements and actions
inside and outside of the House were “starkly in contrast”.
During his address to the National Assembly, Harmon said
the APNU+AFC coalition was ready to work with the PPP/
Civic led government for national development.
Said Singh: “I contrast that statement with the invitation

extended by His Excellency [President Irfaan Ali] to former
President David Granger to meet a forum of former presidents… A meeting with former presidents, with an invitation
from the President, was spurned by former president David
Granger.”
Singh said Harmon spoke in a “feigned tone of magnanimity
about willingness to engage, and trying to convey an impression
of civility”. However, when Ali addressed the House recently, the
Opposition engaged in “raucous and vulgar behaviour” outside
the chambers after absenting themselves.
Said Singh: “It is very easy to stand and say all sorts of things
to try to convey an impression of what you are, but the reality…
indicates a very different truth… What it discloses… is that
the APNU has no respect for the intelligence of the Guyanese
people.”
Singh declared that the “Guyanese people are far more intelligent and sophisticated” than the Opposition believes.
“The people of Guyana spoke in March 2020 and rejected the
oppressive policies of the APNU+AFC… [The] last five days
demonstrated to the people of Guyana [the Opposition] has
nothing constructive to offer Guyana, and the people put them
where they are [now],” Singh said.
Among other things, the 2021 budget provides a five percent reduction in water tariff across the board, while making a
(GUY) $750 million provision to aid the rollout of the Covid-19
vaccines, among other measures, to provide relief to citizens.

Dr Ashni Singh
The debate on Budget 2021 concluded earlier this week
after five days of presentations. The $383.1 billion Budget
was themed, “A path to Recovery, Economic Dynamism and
Resilience,” and contains no new taxes.

Georgetown – An array of bills is to be brought to the House
this year, with 25 alone coming from the health sector, Attorney
General Anil Nandlall announced on Monday.
During his contribution to the 2021 budget debate, Nandlall
said the Legal Affairs Ministry will be playing a crucial role in
Guyana’s developmental equation.
“Our major focus will be the creation of a modern legal infrastructure that will regulate new and emerging sectors, while at
the same time revamp our archaic laws to complete a new and
modern legal framework for Guyana,” he said.
He also restated that an international consultant will be
retained to draft a compendium of legislation for the oil and
gas sector, while in the housing and hospitality sector a whole
regime of legislation dealing with zoning, urban planning, condominiums, and town houses will be drafted.

“In the health sector we have identified approximately 25
pieces of legislation, which we will begin to work on including, a new Public Health Act, a new Mental Health Act, Organ
Transplant legislation, a new Food and Drug Act, and many
more. In the agricultural sector, we will be enacting a Food
Safety Act and a Food Security Act and other pieces of legislation that will [prepare] Guyana to export Agricultural products,” he said.
Commenting on the Hire Purchase Bill, which was recently
referred to a Select Committee of Parliament, Nandlall said
it will be accompanied by an Anti-Dumping Bill, a Movable
Property Security Bill, and an E-Transactions Bill.
“This latter Bill is to prepare the public sector to engage in
E-transactions, and for payments to be made for government
services by means other than cash and cheque,” Nandlall said.

Nandlall announces array of bills coming to aid Guyana’s growth

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY
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DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
10
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Lord Shiva’s
Blessings To All

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO March 16, 2021
WHOLE GUYANA
PUMPKIN

GUYANA EDDOES

Low Price

AVAILABLE

LOW PRICE
WIRI WIRI PEPPERS, FINE LEAF
THYME, MARRIED MAN PORK

FULL RANGE OF DRIED FRUITS FOR BAKING, COOKING SWEET
DISHES SUCH AS KHEER & MAKING VARIOUS DESSERTS

FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE

DASHEEN LEAVES

SAIJAN

Low Price

Low Price

FLORIDA HASSAR

MR GOUDAS RICE

RADHA KRISHNA GHEE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

$899 lb

$999

$799

$799 Lge bag

AVAILABLE

Low Price
(Weekly from Guyana)

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

PUJA ITEMS
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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Thank you to
Mayor Tory for your leadership
on this initiative!
(February 23, 2021 / 16:07:08)

120249-1 TYRLC-Declaration_Construction_Poster.pdf
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TORONTO

DeclarationofInclusive
Workplaces&Communities
TheconstructionindustryingreaterTorontoisoneofthestrongestandmostdynamicsectorsofoureconomy.
Itowesitssuccesstothehardworkandtenacityofpeopleateveryleveloftheindustry–includingthoseborn
hereandthosewhosefamilieshavecomefromelsewheretobuildabetterlife.
Asdevelopers,contractors,supervisorsandskilledworkers,werecognizethatsystemicracismisarealityin
today’sworld,andthatdiscriminationinanyformharmsourconstructioncommunity.Dividingpeoplebecause
of race, religion, colour, ancestry or any other difference which undermines human rights serves only to
weakenourindustryandoursociety.
Wecommittostandingupfortherightsanddignityofallinordertopromoteinclusive,equitable,safeand
respectfulworkplacesandcommunities.

THISISWHYWEAFFIRMTHAT:
•Thedignityofeverypersonisessentialtoasafe,healthyandvibrantworkplace,andwewillworktogether
tocreatewelcomingandinclusiveworkplacesandtrainingopportunities.
•AntiBlackracism,bigotry,ordiscriminationofanykindhasnoplaceinourworkplacesorcommunities.
•Ourindustrywillhavezerotolerancefordiscriminationoractsofhateagainstanyoneinourworkplacesor
enterprises.
•We will develop policies, programs and initiatives at every level of the industry to reduce and eliminate
racism,intoleranceandbigotry.

Endorsed by over thirty contractors,
unions and associations

Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario
www.thecarpentersunion.ca | 905.652.4140
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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BLACK HISTORY

Bought & sold, Equiano’s narrative will always interest
By Dhanpaul Narine
e said that his memory furnished him with an
imperfect sketch of his circumstance. But what he
gave us from the narrative of his life is a classic
description of the haunting separation of families, slavery, and
the hand of Providence that led to his freedom, and influence
in Europe, and beyond.
Olaudah Equiano (circa 1745 – 31 March 1797), also
known as Gustavus Vassa, is Africa’s enduring superstar. He
became a slave at a very young age, traveled the world, and
eventually bought his
freedom. But there is
more to his story.
Equiano fought
against slavery, became
a part of the British
establishment, married
a white woman, and
wrote his autobiography
with such rich detail
that it underwent several
editions.
His book, The
Interesting Narrative
of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano, is 12 chapters
long, and is a treasure
trove for historians who
want to know about life
in the colonies in the 18th
century.
After being sold, and
resold in Africa, he was
taken on a ship and chained, with others. Equiano describes
in detail the horrors of life on the ship, and speaks of men
jumping overboard to escape slavery. After much cruelty, the
ship landed in Barbados.
The separation of families affected Equiano greatly. He
writes, “Why are parents to lose their children, brothers
their sisters, or husbands their wives? Surely, this is a new
refinement in cruelty, which, while it has no advantage to
atone for it, thus aggravates distress, and adds fresh horrors
even to the wretchedness of slavery.”
The stopover in Barbados was brief, and then Equiano was
on a sloop to America. He worked on a plantation for a while

H

after which he was bought by a captain Michael Henry Pascal.
It was he who named Equiano, Gustavus Vassa, after royalty in
Sweden.
Captain Pascal took his ship to England in 1757 with a
12-year-old slave. In the following summer, the young man
saw action in Canada and America, and reported on them in
detail. Equiano was baptised in 1759 in London; to his delight
he was treated kindly by the ladies, and he even went to school.
In 1763, Equiano landed in Montserrat where he was sold
to another master, Mr King. He was paid sixteen pence per day
that was a princely sum
compared to the other
slaves. He describes the
unspeakable cruelty
meted out to slaves, and
quotes an Ordinance
from the Assembly of
Barbados that states “if
any man shall out of
wantonness, or only of
bloody mindedness or
cruel intention, willfully
kill a negro or other slave
of his own, he shall pay
into the public treasury
fifteen pounds sterling”.
Equiano visited at
least 15 islands, and
found that cruelty to
slaves was part of the
policy of control. He
entered into business on
the side, and made some
money. In St Kitts we are told, a white man and a free black
woman were married on water, as they were not permitted in
the church.
Equiano began to think of his freedom. It came on July 11,
1766, when his freedom papers were signed by his master,
Robert King. According to Equiano, “all within my breast was
tumult, wildness and delirium” when he was freed.
His travels took him to many countries, but being free did
not mean that he escaped cruelty. Equiano was beaten and
came close to death, but his determination kept him going.
In the penultimate chapter of his chronicles, he wrestles
with questions of belief and the afterlife. In the final chapter of

his book, he is appointed to the post of a commissary to Sierra
Leone. This was historic, as Equiano was returning to Africa to
help the poor.
He even wrote to the Queen on behalf of “his brethren”. He
argued for the abolition of slavery and the opening up of trade
between Europe and Africa.
He also argued for inter-marriage, and married a white
woman, Sarah Cullen, with whom he had two daughters.
Equiano wrote a fascinating autobiography, but what does it
mean in the overall literature on emancipation? It is suggested
that the publication of his book in 1789 was timely as it caught
the mood of the anti-slavery movement. When Thomas
Clarkson, William Wilberforce, Granville Sharpe, and others,
were arguing in the House of Commons to end slavery, they
had firsthand information from Equiano’s credible work. The
most powerful opposition to slavery was his experience of the
horrors of the system.
There is controversy as to Equiano’s place of birth. He
claimed to be an Igbo, born in Nigeria, and was captured along
with his sister, and transported into slavery. This has been
disputed by Vincent Carretta, a professor of English, at the
University of Maryland. Carretta says that Equiano was born
in Carolina, and has produced two documents in support.
But does this really matter? Autobiographies are known for
inaccurate embellishments; even if Equiano was born in
Carolina, it does not detract from the sheer literary majesty of
his work or his support for the abolition of slavery.
The uniqueness of his work lies in the fact that Equiano was
at one time free. He was captured into slavery and became free
again to expose the system. He did so with a keen eye and with
descriptions and analysis of which any literary critic would
be proud. Equiano comes over as thoughtful, erudite, urbane,
and well-versed in diplomatic niceties. He was able to navigate
the complex currents of the British establishment, avoiding
unnecessary controversy, and paving the way for his views to
be heard through his book and lectures.
There is something else. Equiano saw the future. It valued
self-promotion and the rewards that hard work brought. In
these days of the Internet, self-publishing, and marketing is big
business. Equiano self-published his book. He travelled widely
to sell it; at one point he was able to sell 1,900 copies in just
over eight months.
He died at age 52 – that is young by today’s standards. But
he packed a wealth of experience in his life and left a rich and
authoritative account of a brutal chapter in our history.

NRITYA UTSAV

Beauty of Nritya Utsav touches world-wide audience

A

s the New year brought new Covid-19 restrictions
and lockdown, the artistic directors of Panwar
Music and Dance Productions, Hemant Panwar
and Vaishali Panwar wanted to add new beauty in the lives
of the homebound world audiences through a Festival
of Dance - Nritya Utsav in celebration of the Hindu
Festival “Basant Panchmi.” The festivity was to mark
the advent of spring called “Basant”, and to honour
the Goddess Saraswati, who is considered to be the
mother of all arts.
This online showcase had professional
performances by classical dancers from the US, India,
and Canada, who presented dance pieces around the
theme Basant. The Festival highlighted all three aspects
of arts: Creation, Performance, and Education.
Performers talked about their artistic process and
inspirations, danced in their home stages, and also taught
dance steps. This two-day festival, Nritya Utsav promoted
solidarity among the international artist community, and
the beautiful bouquet of their dance creations became the
harbinger of hope, brightness, and rejuvenation.
Day One of the Festival started with the Premiere of
“Basant Sandesh”, a new choreographic Kathak dance duet
by Hemant Panwar and Vaishali Panwar for which the music
track was also newly developed, along with the choreography.
The dance depiction was about the bird koel, which is
considered a messenger of the spring season that creates the
excitement, charm, and delight in loving and passionate hearts.
The melodious voice of Hemant Panwar complimented
the beautiful stories of a full bloom garden and birds through
Vaishali’s expressions. Hemant’s clarity of footwork, energetic
spins, and powerful technique filled the audience’s hearts with
enthusiasm. Both of them exquisitely narrated the creative
process of their new composition and taught a footwork
pattern called Tihai to the viewers.
The next day, they danced another duet “Aayo Ri Basant”
that started with a self-written poem of Vaishali, and then a
traditional bandish to portray dance movements to show the
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loveliest of trees, blossoming flowers, fragrant breezes, chirping
of birds, and beautiful sights everywhere that invoked the
feeling of pure joy.
Nritya Utsav also featured the performing artists, Basu
Sinam Singh, and Konjengbam Monika Devi from the
northeastern state of India. The duo performed Basant Raas,
a beautiful classical Manipuri dance depicting the divine love
of Radha and Krishna on the traditional music called Nat
Sankirtan in Meitei language. The male dancer Basu Singh also
taught some basic steps of the oldest classical dance.
Odissi Dancer Enakshi Sinha presented a new composition
“Vagdevi”, an invocatory dance in praise of the goddess of
speech, and taught some angelic poses commonly seen in
Temple sculptures. Enakshi also talked about the challenges in
creation and performance during the pandemic. Enakshi Sinha
teaches Odissi dance actively in Toronto and Windsor.
Mohiniattam dancer Mala Pisharody presented ‘Prakrithee
Manoharee’ that depicted nature during winter going into a

meditative sleep, only to be awoken by the beautiful spring,
Basant. The off-white saree with a gold-laced border, along
with the hair tied uniquely in a side bun gave an extreme
elegance to the gentle, graceful, and feminine form of dance
from the Southern Indian state of Kerala.
Bharatnatyam dancer Jaya Srivastava from
Montréal danced on a Saraswati bhajan composition
of Shri Hemant Panwar. Jaya also taught hand gestures
called mudras to show the divine stances of Goddess
Saraswati, who is worshipped on the day of Basant Panchmi.
People know that Basant is the name of a season, and
singers know it as the name of a Raga. Kathak Dancer
Dheerendra Tiwari from India presented the rhythmic
aspect of nine-beat time cycle known as Taal Basant with
live music.
Nritya Utsav 2021 also introduced a very talented
Kathak dancer, Sunaina Rao, from Texas, who has been
training in the field of Kathak for over 20 years. Not only did
she play the role of Radha in her solo dance performance
in the season of Basant, when nature is at its beautiful and
bountiful best, but she also taught a unique part of her
choreography.
Vaishnavi, a youth dancer of Panwar Music and Dance,
did very good anchoring of the show. Ms Nimmi Papneja,
a founding committee member of the organisation AIM for
Seva, congratulated Panwar Music and dance productions for
their initiative of the online festival, and appreciated all guest
performers.
Hemant Panwar and Vaishali Panwar both strongly
believe that the arts can contribute immensely to the overall
community well being. Nritya Utsav surely celebrated the
community of classical dance practitioners, and brought
awareness among the general public about the South Asian
dances. The festival also became a platform to uphold the arts
and culture through innovations, creative expressions, and
participation. The Nritya Utsav took place from February 20February 21. The recording of the event is viewable at www.
facebook.com/panwarmusicanddance/.
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Seeta Panday: The nightingale sings with the angels

By Dhanpaul Narine
esterday, when we were young, there were many
songs to be sung. You sang from the heart, and with a
devotion that was unmatched. The songs stayed with
us and stirred our emotions. It didn’t matter whether it was in
a temple, or a charity event, you gave it your all.
You combined professionalism with melody and
a unique sense of timing, of which your mentor,
Lata Mangeshkar, would be pleased. And it was
not about material rewards. It was always about
bringing joy, and making others happy.
You were born in Williamsburg, in Berbice,
Guyana. You began singing at an early age, and
showed signs of promise. You married Pandit
Shook, from Hampshire Village, and raised the
children happily. There were Kajal, Meera, Uttra,
and Gajraj, and you showered them with love and
affection.
Soon, you became popular and were a
household name in Guyana. The international
community beckoned, and you left the shores of
Guyana for America. There were challenges, but
you placed your faith in a force that was higher
than yourself.
It did not take long for you to be immersed in the culture
of New York. You played a prominent role in helping to shape
and to mold the community. Your voice could be heard at
the Phagwah Parade, the Diwali Motorcade, Ramayana in the
Park, and other places, where good people gather to listen and
worship.
In 2011, you became my ‘Profile of the Week.’ You said then
that your aim was to serve the community. You felt blessed
and privileged to be able to share your talents with folks that
“would be your second self when you were gone”.
You shone brightly. There were smiles on the faces of
seniors as they danced to usher in another year. There was a
twinkle in your eye as mothers and fathers hugged you, and
showered you with their praises and thanks.
You teamed up with pioneer Ramesh D. Kalicharran (Kali),
and helped to connect India with the Caribbean. You were the
star that sang your way into the hearts of India, and it was no
surprise that you took the tours to India after Kali left us for
heaven. It was on one of these tours that your daughter Kajal
fell in love with India, and decided to make it her home.
Seeta Pooran Panday brought unforgettable memories.
Your charm, warmth, and simplicity have left an imprint that
is irreplaceable. Son Son Sonipersaud describes you as his
singing partner, and says that the team of Gopaul and Randy
Harris will find little joy in your absence.
Roshan Shiwcharran, from Abee Chunes Radio, said that
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You said then that your aim was to serve the
community. You felt blessed and privileged to be
able to share your talents with folks that “would be
your second self when you were gone”

At Seeta’s wake: From left, Imran Ali Ahmad, Ralph
Tamesh, daughter Kajal, Terry Gajraj, Cecil Gajraj, &
Roshan Shiwcharran from Abee Chunes Radio

you devoted yourself to make others happy, and he thanks
Geeta Bisram and Acharya Arun Gossai for their prayers.
Terry Gajraj says that your departure is devastating. He
admires your singing with the Dil Bahar Orchestra, and with
Devendra Pooran. The fundraiser for
Paradise Village was amazing and Terry
sang with you too.
Ralph Tamesh, from the IndoCaribbean Federation, calls you an
icon and a legend. H. Mohabeer, from
Mohabeer Records, says we are poorer for
your departure, and this view is shared by
Esther Ramdeen, Pandit Chunelall Narine,
Lakshmee Singh, Rohan and Aminta
Kilawan Narine, Imran Ali Ahmad, Anoop
Dhanpat, Colleen Chattergoon, Shanaz
Hussain, Ken Rampersaud, Mohamed
Zaman, Vijay Ramjattan, Pandit Jagnanan,
Pratima Doobay, who conducted the
prayer services, and countless others.
When the time came, you left as you
entered, with a peaceful smile, and with a
legacy of which Meerabai would be proud.
There will be more songs to be sung. We
can be sure, when we look to the heavens,
that a nightingale is singing with the
angels!

Son Son Sonipersaud he sang with Seeta

Kajal, Seeta’s daughter,
with Pratima Doobay,
who conducted the
services at the wake

Cecil Gajraj, father of
Terry, with Kajal
Left - photo collage
across the years in loving
memory of Seeta Panday
(Dhanpaul Narine photos)

Entrepreneur & cricketer

Norman will be forever remembered

By Tribhavan Sadhu
aburam, also known as Cuban
and Son Son, was born on July 12,
1931 at Menzies Street Windsor
Forest, Guyana. He was the son of the late
Jagmohan, also known as Tragadee and
Mangri, husband of Sunderdai (Jaso), father
of Arvindh, Devindh, Varsha, Navindh, and
the late Pravindh. Grandfather of Ilakshi,
Succhaya, Lalli, Darshani, and Adam. Brother
of Sukhranie Mangal, Rambharose, Mahadai
Singh, Chetram (all four deceased), and
Jaswanti Prasad. Uncle of Takechand Mangal,
and others.
Baburam was an ambitious young man, and
pursued several entrepreneurial ventures with
great success while finding time always to be
a strong contributor to his community. He
managed a printing business, and supported
many local events with free printing of flyers.
At the same time, he ran a domestic chicken
hatchery, took care of his rice plots as a
farmer, and was an accomplished barber.
An avid cricketer, Baburam was a bowler
and batsman for the village team, and found
time to share his knowledge as a Hindi School
teacher. He was an active devotee of the
Windsor Forest Arya Samaj from its inception
in 1943, and a foundation member of the
Windsor Arya Vir Dal in September 1957.
Under his guidance the Vir Dal sponsored
an annual greasy pole event including
swimming, running, and other races at the
Windsor Forest’s four corners. He had the
experience and know-how to plan various

By Shirley Najram
& Habeeb Alli
orman was born in Nabaclis, East
Coast Demerara, Guyana on May 31,
1942.
He moved with his family to Bush Lot,
West Coast Berbice, when he was a young
boy. He graduated from Teachers College
in Guyana. He first taught at Anna Regina
Primary School, and later
on at Bush Lot Primary
School in Essequibo. He
was a teacher for over 15
years.
He would often catch
up at the Bush Lot Picnic
event in Canada, where he
was the life of the yearly
picnic. He would go out of
his way to meet and greet
everyone who attended,
and would remind them
to attend the following
year.
Norman went to New
York in 1967 where he
studied Electronics, then
moved to Toronto in 1970.
As an Artist, his painting of the Kaieteur
Falls was the favourite among them all.
Norman excelled in Poetry, with his first
collection, 50 Poems A Lonely Voice,
published in 2007; from then onwards he
continued writing more brilliant books of
poetry. Norman even wrote a poem to Queen

B

programs
for any
organisation.
In 1962,
after a period
of social unrest
in Guyana,
including a
public service
general strike,
Baburam
and severe
deprivations of basic necessities, with the
country moving towards political instability,
Baburam migrated to England in search
of a better future. He found long term
employment with British Telecoms, where he
worked until his retirement.
Throughout his life he remained a devout
student and follower of the Hindu faith,
specifically the Arya Samaj. He remained very
active and was involved with many Caribbean
Hindu societies during his life in England,
continuing his lifelong commitment to
serving the community in which he lived.
Baburam deepened his knowledge of
Hindu scriptures, and was ordained as a
practicing Hindu pandit. In his pandit’s role,
he performed various religious ceremonies for
friends and family. His service to community
was richly rewarded, culminating in 2011
with an Award from the Bhartya Vidya
Bhavan (Institute of Indian Art & Culture) for
teaching Sanskrit at that institution.
Baburam passed on peacefully at a hospital
in London, England on January 26, 2021.
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Elizabeth II, to which the Queen replied!
He also wrote a poem when the Queen's
Mother died, for which he received wide
online reviews. His poetry covered topics like
love, hope, politics, modern slavery, life in
Guyana, and Canada, and so on.
His poem, Killer in our Midst was chosen
for Editor Choice Award by the International
Library of Poetry for “Outstanding
Achievement in Poetry”,
and was included in a CD
collection called The Sound
of Poetry.
Norman was a regular
contributor to the Guyana
Journal, based in New
York.
He attended our
Pakaraima Literary Annual
Dinner a few times, and
would volunteer to edit our
members’ works.
He had planned to have
a new book published by
the end of the year called
The Berbician.
He leaves behind his
loving wife Chan, and their
two successful sons, Sunil and Devin.
A true son of the soil; forever remembered!
Shirley Najram is an author & Vice President
of Pakaraima Writers Association; Habeeb Alli
is an author, & President of Pakaraima Writers
Association.

DIASPORA PROFILE

Lawyer, law professor, & community builder
By Romeo Kaseram
arch is the happiest month for lawyer and
philanthropist Dhaman Kissoon, adding yet another
growth ring in his career and his community
outreach since he established his law practice in Etobicoke
in 1992. Come March 22, Kissoon will mark yet another
successful year of practice.
His journey as a lawyer started right after completing
a law degree at Queen’s University in 1989. Articling for a
year with the firm Danson, Recht & Freedman in the early
1990s, right away Kissoon began swimming confidently in
the deep end, the start of his career seeing him litigating
on behalf of parties that were seeking to legalise Sunday
shopping in Ontario.
It was a fast current for the young lawyer, his early
exposure to Toronto’s big city lights on Bay Street resulting
in acquisition of experience that has rippled throughout his
professional career, Kissoon says.
“I had the opportunity of appearing in all of the court
houses in Ontario. I appeared in at least a minimum of 50
courts,” he says.
In what would later come to define his multi-faceted
approach to building up his holistic career in law, alongside
a corollary of community outreach and charitable work,
Kissoon was already overlapping different roles during his day
job, and also at nights.
It was an energetic, early life for Kissoon, the fast, double
burn in his emerging professional lifestyle seeing him articling
with Danson, Recht & Freedman during the day, later as a
lawyer with the firm, and then working nights as a Metro Legal
prosecutor.
It was a busy, overlapping, and holistically formative period
for Kissoon. From the multitude of these exposures, he says
he acquired the skillsets and knowledge that prepared him for
what was a next big career move, which was opening up a
law firm.
A few factors gave him the impetus to make the move to
establish an independent practice, Kissoon says.
“I saw a need in the community for proper
representation. Then, working downtown presented
clients with a parking problem. I also felt clients needed
to feel comfortable when visiting a lawyer’s office; and I
wanted to make justice accessible to all,” he says.
In 1992, Kissoon founded his practice as a partnership
in Etobicoke. Following this partnership, he continued
the practice with two associate lawyers until 2000.
Then came Kissoon & Associates in May 2000,
and now over two decades later in 2021, it remains a
thriving, well-established, and successful practice.
“Of course, as with all enterprises, there are peaks
and valleys,” Kissoon says. At its peak, Kissoon &
Associates had six lawyers occupying its offices. It
started out as a general practice, but grew to be more
specialised in criminal and immigration matters.
“In criminal law, I have represented clients on
the simplest of charges, from shop-lifting to murder
charges,” Kissoon says. Additionally, Kissoon & Associates
covers family law, real estate, civil litigation, and impaired
driving offences, among others.
However, Kissoon’s versality and skillsets have not all been
about the law, court appearances, or litigating for significant
alterations to Ontario’s Sunday shopping laws.
In what was a parallel path of giving back to the community,
Kissoon kept up his energy level with a second career that
saw him contributing to his alma mater, Queen’s University,
notably its Faculty of Law.
He was not even out of Law School when he was given an
opportunity to teach that led to him becoming a law professor,
Kissoon says.
“I was a bit of an activist back then,” he says, simply.
However, his good work on campus was not unobserved, his
commitment to ethical practices and judicial fair play noted,
and which was later rewarded.
Says Kissoon: “The Law School’s Dean had observed my
activism, and noted my sensibility”; additionally, Kissoon was
an excellent academic.
His mix of activism, that special sensibility for seeking out
justice, along with his outstanding academic work, made him
an ideal candidate. It was felt he was an adequate fit.
“I started teaching in September 1990. Even before I became
a lawyer in March 1991,” he says.
In hindsight, Kissoon notes that his second career move
teaching at Queen’s University was momentous, and that it
now stands as a milestone in his professional path.
It was such that his entry into the hallowed law lecture
halls of Queen’s University was a first. Others would come
along later to add to the seismic, cultural shifting of what was
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then the monumental hierarchies
dominating the university’s landscape.
What Kissoon accomplished in the early 1990s was the
beginning of a realignment in the establishment, where his
entry teaching law foregrounded merit, and so challenged
what then was an elite and privileged bastion.
It was an historical first when Kissoon took up his
milestone role at the Law Faculty. He says it was also a first
he was teaching a course that focused on ‘Race and the Law’.
It meant the landscape was shifting, with Kissoon among the
pioneers of an approaching sea-change.
It is decades later since 1992, and Kissoon is now a
respected and successful university law professor.
“Teaching has gone well over the years,” he says, simply.
As incontrovertible evidence, since his approach is always
a lawyerly one, he has won the Law Students’ Teaching
Excellence Award four times.
One award is especially dear and treasured, the Stanley
Corbett Award for Teaching Excellence, which Kissoon
received in 2018. The award was named after an associate
dean who passed away, and saw Kissoon as its inaugural
recipient.
“Corbett was a student of mine. As a result, the award
occupies a special place,” Kissoon says.
There is even more to the parallel career paths of law and
teaching that Kissoon has followed since 1991. As he noted
earlier, ensuring justice is available to everyone continues to
reside at his core, but at the same time he is also driven by the
desire to make a difference in our Caribbean community, and
beyond in the wider Canadian landscape.

While 2000 remains a watershed year when Kissoon &
Associates was formed, he fondly recalls it as the time when
the young law firm absolutely got into the swing of things with
what grew to become its successful annual golf tournament.
“What we saw was an opportunity to give back to the
community. I realised golf tournaments could raise funds for
community causes,” Kissoon says.
“It was such a success, that for the first ten years the
funds raised were devoted to the Devi Mandir in Pickering;
they were given over $200,000,” Kissoon recalls.
Changing its drive from 2010 to 2015, the golf
tournament was later positioned to bring to the fore more
charitable and community needs, particularly for children’s
health and education.
“It was an easier sell to the community. We had
businesses, doctors, lawyers come on board. We raised
close to $300,000, out of which $200,000 went to The
Hospital for Sick Children,” Kissoon recalls.
And in what was a touching, legacy gesture, Kissoon
says a plaque was put on the hospital’s donor wall that
celebrates his ancestral roots, and the commitment and
hard work of a family member who helped pave his
path. In recognition by the hospital for the charitable
and volunteer work done by Kissoon & Associates, the
plaque permanently displays the name of a close family
member.
“[It] has my father’s name on it: Sugrim,” Kissoon
says.
Kissoon kept reaching out to the Caribbean
community throughout the years, alongside the
outreach to the wider Canadian landscape through
involvement in organisations such as the Rotary Club.
Working as a chartered member with the Brampton
Flower City Rotary Club, and as its president for two
tenures, Kissoon’s efforts saw scholarships awarded
to students from high school to university. His work
with the club also supported breakfast programs to schools
in the Brampton area.
Kissoon’s success with the club is evidenced in
him acquiring the Paul Harris Fellowship Award
twice, which is the highest Rotary award. Also,
in 2017, he received the club’s Citizen of the Year
Award.
As part of his parallel efforts in outreach, Kissoon’s
work also saw him starting a program, Advocates for
Etobicoke Youth, a project initiated in 2004 alongside
Police Superintendent Ron Taverner from 23 Division.
“We catered for underprivileged young people in
the North Etobicoke area,” Kissoon says.
He adds, “We touched the lives of over 1,000
young people annually for 15 years. There were youth
conferences, and at the end, we awarded scholarships
to kids from high school to college. We held an annual
children’s Christmas party, which would see at least 500
kids attending, along with a parent, or a guardian. There
would be 1,000 people in the hall. We gave them a meal;
each child received a gift-wrapped toy; and the family a
food hamper.”
Kissoon says AFEY’s success was measurable and
satisfying, with some of its young participants becoming
doctors and lawyers after being enabled, inspired, and
supported by the scholarships they received.
Kissoon was also instrumental in a partnership that formed
the Scientific Cancer Research Foundation in 2013. Through
golf tournaments, the foundation raised around $1 million in
over seven years.
“Out of this fundraising, a substantial sum was given to
Princess Margaret Hospital, with the balance going to Camp
Trillium,” Kissoon says.
As Kissoon enters his fourth decade as a lawyer and
philanthropist, he notes it has been an enjoyable journey, but
at the same time, as he indicates early in his career, it meant
constantly working during the day, and at times, staying up
quite late at nights.
“I had to work twice as hard as the ordinary lawyer,” he
says about the well-earned eminence that the firm Kissoon &
Associates now enjoys.
Additionally, he advocates the importance of standing out
in a positive light, and doing so with confidence, style, and
aplomb.
“To distinguish yourself is to be observed; and so, to
receive its rewards. However, we have to give back to our
own community; and not only to our community, but to the
community at large,” he says.
And conclusively, “I am thankful for my family’s and
community’s support that I have received over the last 30
years.”
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AUTHORS' CORNER

Poems of contentment: McDonald celebrates Mary
Ian McDonald, Poems for Mary,
Ian McDonald & MiddleRoad Publishers, 2020.
A review by Frank Birbalsingh
oems for Mary is a slim volume of 43 short poems,
numbered and dedicated to Mary, Ian McDonald’s
wife, together with a brief section “Mary’s Garden” that
describes circumstances under which the
poems were composed, while adding 32
even shorter poems, each no more than
six or seven lines long, carrying titles such
as “Frangipani” and “Hibiscus,” clearly
recognisable as flowers abounding in
the part of the Caribbean sea shore that
serves as the Northern border of Guyana.
The first poem in the volume, ‘The
Matchbox,’ introduces us to an episode
about a little girl “smaller than her age in
years,” but evidently poor, and probably
from the Guyanese countryside, as
she is observed standing in front of
the window of a city shop gaudily
decorated with brightly coloured
Christmas toys at which the girl can
only stare longingly since she cannot
afford them: “the star-strewn tree,
gifts glittering, haul of toys / dolls so
beautiful / dressed in lovely lace”.
Instead, in frustration, all she can
do is clutch at a discarded matchbox,
painted red by her mother, with gold thread just to make
it look special. For despite the splendour of the holiday season:
“she’ll get nothing more except this visit/ …to the shining
windows of the night” in the city.
Contrast between the girl’s dismal, poverty-stricken fate,
and the abundance, if not luxury, enjoyed by the persona’s own
grandchildren cannot be more glaring: “the grandchildren play
in tangled toy-land glory, / be-ribboned merchandise stuffed
in Santa’s socks …happy in the rubbish of bright wrappings,
discarded boxes”.

P

Poems for Mary is a work of high maturity in McDonald’s
career as a creative writer, and in his “Preface to the Poems” he
frankly acknowledges the crucial importance of his wife Mary
in his literary career: “many poems have been directly inspired
by her [Mary] and this book [Poems for Mary] contains
them… I have collected such poems… for her 70th birthday”.
Celebration of domesticity thus becomes a major theme in
the author’s poems of which
‘The Almond Tree’ is one of
the best examples depicting
McDonald sitting with his wife
and grand daughter in their
garden: “A book I’ve brought
with me, / The wind is sweet and
cool; aloft the branches sway/ I
do not see how I could be more
content”.
The locale described in Poems
for Mary is evidently one of peace,
comfort, and restfulness. From
its opening line, the scene is set:
“Beneath this old beloved tree I
sit and rest”, and no conceivable
disturbance, danger, or threat may
reasonably be expected from any
quarter: the scene is altogether too
well known to pose any element
even of surprise let alone risk: “thirty
years we have spent such afternoons
together”.
The poet and his wife have lived in the area so long that
they are familiar even with names of local birds: “woodpeckers,
hawks and hummingbirds” and, on top of everything, the
almond tree in the poem was planted by Mary herself:
“Almond tree has grown from when [Mary] planted it”; “Night
comes on”, and the poet sounds almost boastful when he
concludes in the last line of the poem, “the spaces between the
stars don’t frighten me.”
Not for nothing too are poems in Poems for Mary dedicated

to the poet’s wife, for seldom does McDonald write as explicitly
or emphatically in poetry about what he evidently considers
an essential, deeply-rooted interdependence among ordinary
family life, daily domestic routine, and sexual love in human
relationships.
Despite their short length, the so-called “Garden Poems”
that come at the end of Poems for Mary contain lines such as:
“sip sweet and cool/ what God called water/ scoop soft jelly/
eat and live forever”, which appear in a poem ‘Water Coconut,’
and illustrate McDonald’s impressive dexterity in using vowel
sounds and alliteration. His use of “s” sounds, for instance in
the lines just quoted, also brilliantly captures the actual sound
of sucking the soft jelly from a coconut.
But probably McDonald’s most impressive example of
alliteration may be found in his poem ‘Praise Song for Mary’
where, in eight lines from a much longer poem ‘Praise Song
for Mary’, he demonstrates extraordinary skill with sounds
of the vowel “o” in such lines as: “I celebrate / all soft and
circling forms / earth-root flower / the golden pregnant moon
/ showers shadows / call-glory of carols / bowls of ripe oranges
/ rose mangoes full plums too”, and further lines like “in looms
and loops of light”, “roses pools of moon-water/ home home
home / hollows look hallowed/ they are the kin of hoops”.
Yet poems in the volume never lose their focus on the poet’s
adoration of Mary as the persona follows her around their
home and garden, or reads to her, and celebrates her in what
seems like a balloon of married security and contentment.
The poem ‘Smell of Basil’ opens with the very word, “I
wander about in great contentment”, as the poet revels in
what seems like the unshakable euphoria of married love:
“There is no limit to our love / even death will set no limit”.
Yet such seeming excess is not the extravagance of youthful
inexperience: it is justified by the hard fact that gifts from the
poet remain at home: “joyously my gifts were gifted back to
me”.
Yet, because of either Mary’s undoubted physical beauty
or content of character, McDonald cannot resist the urgency
of themes of the social consciousness he displays like in ‘The
Matchbox’.

president from taking office, President Joe Biden is bringing
a return to the rule of law and democracy. Trump is finding
the noose around him beginning to tighten. The legal perils
hanging over him are many now that he is out of office.
According to Wikipedia, these perils include lawsuits
around his financial and tax information; lawsuits around
potential sexual misconduct and assaults; lawsuits around the
US Census; lawsuits around Covid-19; lawsuits around the
US Constitution; lawsuits around executive
orders, presidential proclamations, and
memoranda; lawsuits around potential
legal violations; lawsuits around financial
manipulation and employee payment;
lawsuits around environmental concerns;
and a list of current pending prosecution.
These include Trump 2020 Campaignrelated lawsuits by State.
The January 6 insurrection on the Capitol is being
investigated. The attempt by Guy Fawkes to blow up the British
Parliament buildings and the King in 1605 did not have a
smooth landing. Fawkes and other plotters paid the ultimate
price for treason. The list goes on and on – as long as your
arm. Organisations like Fox News who supported him, and
the propagation of his lies and conspiracy theories during his
presidency, are also coming under legal fire!
The good news is that America is back! New President Joe
Biden is more than a breath of fresh air. His is an overwhelming
response to the evils of the previous presidency. In a few short
weeks President Biden is bringing (US) $1.9 in an economic
relief plan, not for the rich, who Trump made wantonly richer,
but for the poor who are struggling to survive the pandemic,
job loss, housing loss, lack of medical coverage, effects of
climate change, and daily disasters. Black Lives Matter and
other just causes will have a voice in the land.
President Biden is bringing law back to the land with the
appointment of judges who believe in upholding the law,
instead of upholding Trump and his alleged criminality. Biden
is working with leaders, local and international, on defeating
climate change, a threat to present and future existence.
Research on pandemics and viruses will be beefed up, not shut
down as Trump has done. Science will prevail over nonsense,
stupidity, and wild conspiracy theories that Trump’s followers
swallowed! Money wasted on the Mexican wall will be put to
much better use.
Immigration will be fair, immediate, and humanitarian.

Connections to American allies around the world are already
being re-established by President Biden. Trump alienated many
American allies, while he snuggled up to America's enemies
like Russia’s Vladimir Putin! Children are going back to school.
Businesses are starting to reopen. Gun control will take
effect, and weapons will be taken off the streets in America.
Those on death row in America, the majority being AfroAmericans and not necessarily guilty, can start to breathe again
(literally)! Trump carried out a rash of executions before he left
office.
Covid-19 will be defeated by the new American President.
His attention has been focused on this evil since he took
office, and the results are very encouraging with the use of the
vaccines, and the new President's team of workers, who actually
have a plan. President Biden has spoken to Canada’s Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, and re-cemented the good relations
between the two neighbours. No more will we have to face
the threat of American troops at our border, as we did under
Trump’s presidency.
We are not out of the woods here in Canada. Hate speech is
on the rise in the media and elsewhere, radicalised individuals
and groups are surfacing, guns are in the wrong hands,
conspiracy theories abound, and racial prejudice and religious
intolerance are evident.
The support for “Trumpism” has shown its ugly face across
the spectrum of our society, including politicians and the
military, as it did in the US. Some of these evils may be thinly
disguised, but Prime Minister Trudeau and his government
seem to have seen the danger, and have started to act. Thank
heaven!
Let us not take our freedoms and democracy for granted. We
are our neighbour’s keeper. The repression of racial or ethnic
groups such as the Uighur in China, the fight for democracy
in Hong Kong, controlled by China, the people of Myanmar’s
fight for democracy after a military coup d’état, the opposition
of masses of citizens in Russia to decades of Putin’s corrupt
leadership and oppression, the stranglehold on the people in
North Korea by the dictatorial president, are evidences of the
importance of democracy to many.
Let us praise and support leaders like President Biden and
pray for him, and the martyrs and heroes worldwide, be they
journalists, citizens, men, and women of goodwill who fight
for freedom and the truth, so that all can live in peace and
harmony in the world God made for us. If the creeks don’t rise
and the sun still shines, I'll be talking to you.

Let us not take freedoms, democracy for granted

D

emocracy – a government of, for, and by the people –
is a dream for many people around the world. January
6, 2021 will go down in the history of the US as a
day of infamy. The attempt to overthrow the legally elected
government by the then-sitting president, Donald Trump, was
a chilling reminder to the world of democracy’s fragility. The
existence of dictatorships and tyranny in the axis of evil in
Russia, China, North Korea, and other nations, is a cloud under
which we constantly live.
The US, a shining light and beacon of
freedom to many, flickered and almost went
Bernard
out on January 6, not at the hands of aliens,
Heydorn
but by organised mobs from across the
country, inspired by the lies and propaganda
of the sitting president. The power of the
“pulpit” – the presidency, the Internet –
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, the media, Fox News TV, right
wing organisations, radicalised groups, and “religious” fanatics,
all played a part in inciting the mob.
The collaboration by members of the ruling Republican
Party who facilitated Trump’s presidency, including the VicePresident, themselves came under attack! On that fateful day,
the Capitol, the seat of the US government, was attacked,
invaded, and almost toppled.
Conspiracy theories, lies, big lies, often repeated lies, tens
of thousands over four years of Trump’s Presidency, including
the election was “stolen”, had done their job. The master of fake
news had succeeded! The chief, some call him Big Don, a con
man, a psychopath with no conscience, no regrets, no morals,
walked around holding a Bible high, successfully developing a
cult following willing to do his every bidding.
A not insignificant part of the US population fell for
his “charm”, and his claim to make America “great” again.
His propaganda resonated in other parts of the world and
closer to home, including relatives, friends, neighbours, and
acquaintances of mine in Canada – a chilling reminder of how
evil spreads! As the old people say, “Bad news goes around the
world twice before good news can put on its shoes.”
The freedoms and excesses that a sitting President can
enjoy in the US were fully exploited by Trump, his family, and
associates, and those willing to do his bidding, including the
vast majority of the Republican lawmakers who must be held
accountable, sooner rather than later. The US Constitution
seems to be no longer worth the paper it was written on.
After the failed attempt to block the legitimately elected
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Persad-Bissessar defends vaccine decision

Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar pointed that Persad-Bissessar, as a former prime minister, would
responded on Monday in a Facebook post in defence to the seek to characterise Trinidad and Tobago as “reeling”.
criticism levelled by government ministers following her letter
“You may hate the government, but don’t hate Trinidad and
to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Tobago. A rolling seven-day average of five (cases) is not “reelIn the letter, Persad-Bissessar requested a donation of Covid- ing,” he said.
Deyalsingh said both the Prime
19 vaccines for nationals of Trinidad and
Minister and Browne had contacted their
Tobago.
counterparts in India before PersadPersad-Bissessar said thousands of
Bissessar’s letter.
nationals were facing uncertainty with
employment due to the lockdowns, and
He added, “The High Commission is
(also) engaged in the matter. All diplothousands more remain stranded abroad.
matic channels from the highest political
“With no clear date as to when
office in the land have been engaged in
Trinidad and Tobago will be receiving an
this matter. Please be a part of the soluadequate supply of vaccines, I regard this
issue as critically important to the welltion, and not the problem.”
being of our country,” she said.
Deyalsingh also addressed Opposition
claims that the government was buying
Her decision to contact PM Modi
vaccines through local firms.
was made in the interest of the people of
“It is unfortunate that some members
Trinidad and Tobago. As reported earlier
this week by the Trinidad Express, Persadof the Opposition still seek to tarnish
the reputation of established firms in
Bissessar wrote to Modi on February 23.
Trinidad and Tobago,” he said. Deyalsingh
She claimed repeated attempts by the
noted that PAHO does not deal with indiOpposition to engage the Trinidad and
vidual firms.
Tobago government to request the donaKamla Persad-Bissessar
tion had neither received a response from
“The consignee for the vaccines is the
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley, nor from his ministers.
country… We don’t pass through a local party, agent, or disShe added: “When the lives and livelihoods of citizens are at tributor,” he declared.
However, he noted there will come a time where the vaccines
stake, I will always act urgently in their interest, especially as the
will be commoditised, and local entities will be able to import
government, in this case, has clearly failed to do.”
Persad-Bissessar’s Facebook response came in the wake of the them, “once they become available on a commercial basis”.
chastisements from Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh and
Browne was also critical of Persad-Bissessar’s move to directMinister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs Amery Browne.
ly contact PM Modi.
“[She] has chosen to sacrifice protocol and good judgement,
In her letter, Persad-Bissessar told PM Modi that Trinidad
and to tamper with the sound bilateral relations in a quest for
and Tobago was “reeling” from the Covid-19 onslaught.
However, earlier on Monday, Deyalsingh said he was disap- relevance and attention,” he said.

Foreign $$ crisis worse than during 1980s - Paray

He said to date the government has not presented a strategy
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s current foreign
exchange challenges are now far worse than during the 1980s, to save or to earn foreign exchange.
“There has been no prioritisation of sectors such as food,
the Opposition UNC claimed last week.
In delivering the startling assessment, UNC Member of health, and manufacturing. No measures have been announced
Parliament for Mayaro Rushton Paray also warned that if the to limit luxury or lifestyle imports. The food import bill is
government fails to come up with a strategy to remedy the situ- shockingly still [at] about (US) $6 billion each year,” he said.
Paray also revealed that recent Central Bank figures have
ation, then “the common man and woman will pay the ultimate
confirmed that food inflation doubled last
price”.
Said Paray: “[Last week] insurers in
year. What this meant was a trip to the
Trinidad and Tobago… advised that the
supermarket will continue to cost citizens
more monthly, he declared.
shortage of foreign currency is putting
pressure on their payments to reinsurers,
Citing a recent survey conducted by
the local business community, Paray noted
and there is expected to be a 30-40 percent
that due to the foreign exchange shortage,
raise in the rates of insurance… in the very
near future.”
a large number of small and medium-sized
He also noted “crisis” means there is
manufacturers have opted to shut their
insufficient foreign exchange to import
doors. He added other businesses were cutting back on production, and scaling down
food and medicine, and other day-to-day
on overall operations.
essentials, such as laptops for students, and
“The manufacturing sector had previclothing.
ously announced a plan to double producIt also means that “parents cannot afford
to send money to those who are studying
tion and grow exports in five years. That is
abroad,” he said.
seemingly nowhere close to what the reality
Said Paray: “The lack of this precious
is today. Instead, the sector is faced with the
closure or downsizing of businesses. Small
foreign exchange has led to a thriving black
Rushton Paray
market. This black market is absorbing the
and medium- sized enterprises are falling
sizeable amount of foreign exchange. This has led to importers like flies,” Paray said.
He added, “That sector had previously employed more than
paying more for goods and services, and, in turn, it is leading to
higher retail prices.”
250,000 workers. All of that means that more and more workers
Additionally, Paray noted that limited foreign exchange are going on the breadline.”
Paray added that the short version is that Trinidad and
“means that supermarkets are being forced to reduce the
quantum of their imports to match the availability of foreign Tobago’s “foreign exchange situation is in an abysmal state, and
currency”.
is worsening month on month”.

‘Bharat ki beti’ Persad-Bissessar writes to PM Modi
From Page 1
our population is about 1.3 million persons. My beloved country is reeling from the challenges of Covid-19.”
She added: “Over the last two weeks, we have repeatedly
asked the government of Trinidad and Tobago to reach out to
your government for assistance. Honourable Prime Minister,
it is my respectful view that it is only with your direct, timely
intervention and generosity that we may be able to combat
the pandemic’s challenges at present. In this regard, I respectfully appeal for your kind consideration to donate AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccines to protect my fellow citizens.”
Persad-Bissessar also paid regard to the Indian government
for leading the world’s vaccination drive.
“I commend the government and people of India for the
exemplary role you have played worldwide in treating the
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effects of Covid-19. I sincerely believe that if the world manages to conquer Covid-19, it will be because of India’s generous
humanity,” she stated.
Trinidad and Tobago’s and India’s long-standing relationship was also highlighted, with Persad-Bissessar stating: “[Our]
countries have had a long, cordial relationship. When I visited
India in 2012, I was deeply moved by the warmth and people of
India. They treated me as a ‘Bharat ki Beti’. I remember remarking about our cultural ties, closeness, and family traditions.”
Persad-Bissessar was a guest of the Indian government in
2012, and the chief guest at the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.
“Our citizens have long benefited from professional and cultural exchanges and India’s investment in our country’s development, including the recently constructed Mahatma Gandhi
Institute in Valsayn, Trinidad,” she said.

Rajkumari Seeratan

Stranded mom finally
makes it back to T&T

Port-of-Spain - The stranded 70-year-old national Rajkumari
Seeratan, who reluctantly sheltered the pandemic in Toronto for
over a year after the Trinidad and Tobago government locked
out nationals abroad from returning home, finally touched
down at the sunny Piarco International Airport on February 17.
Seeratan told the Trinidad Express she was grateful to be
home after living for 19 months abroad with uncertainty and
distress. Following her arrival, she was housed in State quarantine at the UWI Debe Campus.
Said a relieved Seeratan: “I am so very happy to be back in my
home country… just being in my own country. I am so grateful.”
Last December, Seeratan’s four daughters approached the
media with a plea to the government of Trinidad and Tobago
to allow their mother to return home. At the time, Seeratan was
already 17 months into her forced stayover in Toronto.
Following her story in the media, Seeratan was granted
an exemption two months later, and returned to Trinidad on
February 17.
In December, her daughter, Sav Gillick, said her mother left
Trinidad in 2019 to help the family with a health emergency. She
was due to return in April last year, but was forced to extend her
Toronto stay when Trinidad and Tobago’s government closed its
borders on March 23.
As the Express reported in December, Seeratan’s daughters
decided to appeal to the authorities after becoming worried
about their mother’s mental and physical health. They noted
Seeratan was becoming more and more anxious to return to
Trinidad, and was worrying about her family and her dogs.
Gillick added that her mother was also afflicted with diabetes,
high blood pressure, and thyroid problems.
Last week an elated Seeratan said she was happy to be reunited with her family, neighbours, and especially with her pet dogs.
“One of my concerns was the dogs because I left them in the
care of a relative. They told me the dogs are doing well. I am so
happy that I can see them again and to be back. It was stressful,
but I am so very grateful,” Seeratan reiterated.
If all goes well with Seeratan’s government quarantine, then
she would be allowed to return to her own house sometime later
this week.

Govt sat on its hands
so Opposition acted

Port-of-Spain – The decision by Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar to write to Indian PM Narendra Modi asking
for a donation of Covid-19 vaccine was defended by Oropouche
South MP Dr Roodal Moonilal on Monday.
In fact, even as Moonilal defended Persad-Bissessar, at the
same time he called on the government to show gratitude for
her efforts.
In her defence, Moonilal responded to criticism of PersadBissessar’s letter by Minister of Health Terrence Deyalsingh and
Minister of Foreign and Caricom Affairs Dr Amery Browne.
He accused the government of falling short of its responsibilities to the nation, and said Persad-Bissessar was well within her
right to seek the best interests of Trinidad and Tobago nationals.
“They were sitting on their hands in Port-of-Spain waiting
for the government of India, which is supplying 60 percent of
the vaccines of the world. They were waiting for India to come
and look for us with a torchlight to ask us if we wanted vaccines.
They were gambling with the lives of the people of this country,”
he said.
He added, “Today the temerity, the vileness of Amery
Browne to question the political leader [of the UNC]. She was
right, because if they were sitting on their hands, Kamla PersadBissessar acted because they did nothing.”
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Persad-Bissessar: Why no govt request to India for vaccines?
Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar because some company is lined up to be the importer and dislast week questioned why the Trinidad and Tobago government tributor?”
made no request to India for vaccines as a gift. She also asked
Noting that Caricom nations had received vaccine donawhether a “middle company” was waiting to intervene and pro- tions directly from India, Persad-Bissessar wondered, “What's
so wrong with Trinidad? I want you to tell us, did you request
vide the vaccines to Trinidad and Tobago.
Persad-Bissessar’s questions were directed to Prime Minister [vaccines from India]?”
Dr Keith Rowley, who she put under the
She said it was only when “noise” was
spotlight on why Trinidad and Tobago
made that Foreign Affairs Minister Dr
Amery Browne said he sent a communicaappeared to have fallen behind the rest of
tion to India asking to purchase 250,000 vacthe Caribbean with acquisition of Covid-19
cines. However, he did not indicate when the
vaccines.
request was made, and whether a donation
She noted that Barbados Prime Minister
Mia Mottley wrote to India Prime Minister
of vaccines was also requested.
Narendra Modi in January asking for a gift of
Persad-Bissessar also again chided Health
100,000 vaccines, with the additional request
Minister Terrence Deyalsingh for inaccurately saying the 2,000-vaccine gift from
to purchase another 100,000 vaccines.
Barbados last month came from India’s
Barbados has since received the 1000,000dose donation.
donation to the region.
She also criticised Rowley’s defence that
Persad-Bissessar also put the question to
Rowley whether the government, through
Mottley had directly informed him about
the vaccines, and not Deyalsingh. How could
the Health or Foreign Affairs Ministry, had
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
requested any vaccines from India. If it had
Rowley not tell his Deyalsingh, his health
done so, then she wanted to know when that request was made. minister, and Customs and Excise, about the origin of Barbados’
Said Persad-Bissessar: “Is it true there is a company in vaccines, she wondered.
Trinidad and Tobago that is the dealer... the agent, or the disMP Dr Roodal Moonilal also took Rowley to task regarding
tributor for [the AstraZeneca vaccine]? Is it true that company the slow acquisition of the vaccines, noting other countries with
is known to you, Prime Minister, and your ministers? And is smaller populations were ahead with its inoculations.
Said Moonilal: “Seychelles, with a population of just over
it you did not want to go down the road like Mia Mottley did
to ask the government of India? You didn’t want to ask them 98,000, has already given 65,576 doses of the vaccine to its peo-

First Covid-19 vaccines due at month-end

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago is scheduled to receive said.
its first batch of AstraZeneca vaccines at the end of March,
He added, “In the first instance Trinidad and Tobago will not
health minister Terrance Deyalsingh said last week.
paying (US) $504,000. [We] will be receiving from CARPHA
According to Deyalsingh, COVAX has approved 100,800 (US) $160,838 towards the purchase of vaccines. It means
doses for Trinidad and Tobago,
the government, and by extenat a cost of (US) $504,000.
sion the taxpayers will be pay“Under the COVAX faciling for this first tranche, (US)
ity in phase one, we would
$343,162. This will be paid
get proportional allocation of
once we get a firm quotation
20 percent of our population
from Pan American Health
in tranches. The first tranche
Organisation.”
has been confirmed... and
Distribution of the vaccine
the exact number is 100,800
has been scheduled into phasdoses,” Deyalsingh revealed.
es, with Phase One of 50,000
Payment for the vaccine
doses targeting high-risk or
will be shared by Trinidad and
high-exposure people, such as
Tobago and the Caribbean
health workers, of which there
Public Health Agency, which
are about 5,000 frontline workhas a grant from the European
ers, other health care workers,
Union to assist countries that
and people 60 years and older
Nurse Keisha Prevatt-Gomez gets the first dose of the
are under its remit.
at public hospitals with nonCOVID-19 vaccine administered in T&T on February
Deyalsingh explained there
communicable diseases.
17 at the Couva Multi-Training Hospital Facility
was a specific process to folPhase Two will include
low, one in which the government has been involved in since other essential workers such as police, immigration, customs,
February 15, before receiving the vaccines.
coast guard, army, teachers, principals, and sanitation workers.
“We had to sign-off an indemnity agreement with
“At the ministry we have developed a very detailed grid of
AstraZeneca, execute national regulatory approval, and the cost all health care workers and frontline workers,” Deyalsingh said.
estimate on vaccine allocation. The cost for this initial 100,800
Deyalsingh said the 2,000 AstraZenca vaccines donated by
doses is (US) $504,000, which includes the actual cost of the Barbados has been successfully distributed to the medical frontvaccines at roughly $4, insurance and all-associated tests,” he line workers across the Regional Health Authorities.

ple. However, here in Trinidad and Tobago, we get 2,000 doses
as a gift from Barbados, and [the government is] declaring that
‘The rollout started’,” he said.
He said it is reported that 4.7 million doses of the vaccine are
administrated daily across the globe.
“I raised this vaccination issue since last year because I knew
they would screw it up,” he said.
He noted India is giving out 23 million doses of the vaccine
to 49 countries in Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, and
Africa; however, but Trinidad and Tobago is not in the list.
“I think our population will be fully vaccinated when our
manufacturing sector creates a vaccine locally; that might be
the only way, because this PNM government has made a virtue
of sitting on their hands and hoping,” he said.

Put T&T nationals first

Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley needs to
care first about nationals both at home and for those stranded
abroad due to the government’s Covid-19 lockdown of the border, the UNC said earlier this week.
Calling for “humanitarianism” to be shown to Trinidadians
rather than “pleading for humanitarianism” for Venezuela
and Cuba, the UNC said
it must be “ironic and
angering” for nationals
who are unable to return
to Trinidad and Tobago
to note Rowley’s call
last week for the US to
lift its sanctions against
Venezuela and Cuba.
Rowley is also the
chairman of Caricom.
Last week, he appealed
to US President Joseph
Biden to use his influence to help with the
Keith Rowley
Venezuelan crisis, and to
lift sanctions imposed by former president Donald Trump.
Rowley’s appeal was made during a virtual interview with
US-based non-partisan organisation, the Atlantic Council.
According to Rowley, “[The US once] again has the stature
and the influence to bring the Venezuelan parties to a table,
with the support of Caricom and other nations, read the riot
act to everybody and agree, as they all agreed, that Venezuelans
must solve Venezuela’s problems, not only in the interest of
Venezuela, but the interest of all of us who are co-dependents”.
He added, “We are convinced that it is possible that some
solutions can be had, so that sanctions can be removed.”
The UNC’s statement note that the Trinidad and Tobago
government should instead focus on getting free AstraZeneca
vaccines from India, and returning the thousands of nationals
back home who have been locked out abroad.
Said the UNC: “That Rowley should expend so much effort
and international publicity to try to get Venezuelans back to
their homes, while locking [out] our own citizens under his
responsibility, shows the depth of his vulgarity and lack of
sense.”
Last week a flight that repatriated 96 Venezuelans left
Trinidad and Tobago, which was arranged by the Venezuelan
government.

Limited foreign exchange sees businesses turning to black market

Port-of-Spain – Limited foreign exchange availability in to the market are going to become more and more pressured
Trinidad and Tobago is seeing individuals and business turn- to survive by the scarcity of foreign exchange,” he said.
ing to the black market for US dollars, the Trinidad Guardian
Aboud added, “We are concerned, and have expressed conreported last week.
cern before that. The policy is being used to manage a foreign
According to several business owners
exchange situation in our
that spoke with the publication, off market
country is destined to crepurchases of US dollars are now going at
ate more distortion and
between (TT) $7.50 to $8.50 for US$1.
hardship, and to create a
Last week the Central Bank indicated its
bigger and bigger parallel
buying rate was (TT) $6.73.
black market trade.”
The black market availability of US curHe said he had been
rency has led to growing questions about
reluctant to speak more
the government’s distribution of US into the
about these concerns.
local market.
According to Aboud, he
Distribution of foreign exchangewas previously accused
has long been on the mind of president
by critics who said the
of the Downtown Owners and Merchant’s
business community had
Association Gregory Aboud. Last week he
ulterior motives whenagain questioned the policy and the role
ever it raised concerns
Gergory Aboud
Balliram
of the banks in distributing the foreign
about foreign currency
exchange allocation.
“We don’t see anything in the policies which are being used at
this time that indicates that it is going to improve. Our concern
is that businesses which rely on foreign exchange to be relevant
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distribution.
But the lack of readily available USD is having adverse
effects, which will come to bear in time, according to former
Supermarket Association head Balliram Maharaj.

According to Maharaj, the reduced foreign exchange distribution has already affected the importation of food products, as
he has seen major increases in imported cheese and milk. He
said the foreign exchange situation, coupled with the increased
limitations on importations as a result of the
pandemic, could put the country in a food
crisis.
“I am definitely seeing food starting to
dwindle away in March or in April down
the road because of [foreign exchange],
and because of the Covid-19 effects on the
demands of food,” said Maharaj.
The increased scarcity has also meant that
local wholesalers and retailers have been
unable to maintain large stocks while seeing
reduced imports.
Maharaj also noted that further taxes
should be placed on foreign food franchises.
To do so would encourage more support of
Maharaj
local franchises, while also easing up on the
consumption of foreign exchange, he maintained.
He also called for the finances collected from that tax be rerouted into the agriculture sector as a means to further reduce
Trinidad and Tobago’s import bill.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF INDIAN CULTURE HERITAGE CENTER

FIRST INTERNATIONAL PHAGWA CONFERENCE 2021

Phagwa in the Global Village:
Traditions, Innovations and Future Developments
NCIC Nagar, 28-38 Narsaloo Ramaya Marg,
Endeavour, Chaguanas 502128, Trinidad, W.I.
Tel/Fax: (868) 671-6242 / 789-9101
Email: phagwafipc2021@gmail.com; pgoopta@hotmail.com;
Website: http://www.ncictt.com
DAY 1: MARCH 13, 2021
PANEL 1: 8:30 am - 10:00 am
vPhagwa: Historical Perspectives
Chair - Brinsley Samaroo (Trinidad)
Sanobar Haider, Asst Prof., Dept of
History, Maharaja Bijli Pasi Government PG College, Lucknow.
vPhagwa and Awadh
Gargi Bhattacharya, Asst Prof., Visva
Bharati Santiniketan, West Bengal.
vVasantotsav (Spring Festival) in Bengali Culture: Celebration and Philosophy
Primnath Gooptar, UWI/NCIC Trinidad
vRevival of the Phagwa festival in Trinidad: The roles of the Hindu Jawaan Sangh
& the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha
Satish Prakash, NY City and Guyana
vPhagwah and its Observance
Keshwar Ramkissoon, Guyana
vLegends of Holi
PANEL 2: 10.05 am- 11.20 am
vDeveloping trends in the Phagwa
Festival in India and the Indian Diaspora
Chair: Kiran Chuttoo-Jankee (Mauritius)
Nisha Ramracha, Classical Archaeologist, New York City
vThe Cultural Appropriation, Secularization, Sacrilege, Desecration and
Desacralisation of Phagwa (Holi)
Neha Singh, Snr Academic Officer, IL &
FS Education and Tech, Noida, India
vRe-awakening of Indian Diaspora’s
Cultural Heritage: Understanding Phagwa
as Carnivalesque Setting

film, art, media and other fora
Chair - Manpreet Kaur (Fiji)
Nirvana Persad, Sant Nagar Hindu Temple, Sangre Grande Phagwa Committe
vPhagwa and East Indian Identity in
the West Indies
Amita Esther David, Assoc Prof., Dept
of Hist, Isabella Thoburn College, India
vKeeping Phagwa alive in a cosmopolitan world
Ishita Sen, Sub-editor for Benefactory
Ventures’ Volv Media. Kolkata, India
vBhang as a ‘gateway’ to study the
‘carnival’ of Phagwa
Neha Tripathi, Research Scholar University of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
vMyriads of Cultural Cosmos: A Brief
overview of Similarities between Chinese
New Year and Phagwah Festival
PANEL 5: 2.05 pm - 3.20 pm
vPortrayal of Phagwa in the literature,
film, art, media and other fora
Chair - Deoroop Teemal (Trinidad)
Shruti Srivastava, Sr. Asst Prof, Dept of
English, D.A.V. College, Kanpur, India
vRepresentation of Phagwa in Indian
Literature
Kumar Mahabir, Indo-Caribbean Cultural Centre Co. Ltd (ICC), Trinidad
vIs Shakespeare’s Macbeth based on
a Phagwa legend?
Megha Choudhary, Research Scholar,
Mohanlal Sukhadia University, Udaipur.
vFagwa Through Art and Culture of
Rajasthan

Pt. Jaidath Maharaj, SWAHA Inc. T/dad
vNon-traditional presentations and celebrations of the festival using technology

Nutan Ragoobir, Trinidad
vAn analysis of the portrayal of Phagwa as seen in literature, festivals and film

Ranjana Krishna, Assoc Prof of English, Avadh Girls’ P.G. College, University of Lucknow, UP, India
vRethinking Phagwa in Classical Traditions and Modern Times

PANEL 6: 3.25 pm - 5.00 pm
vYouth Round Table - Youth Perspectives for Phagwa in the Diaspora
Chair - Visham Bhimull (Trinidad)

PANEL 3: 11.25 am- 12.40 pm
vDeveloping trends in the Phagwa
Festival in India and the Indian Diaspora
Chair - Ranjana Krishna (India)
Dool Hanoomansingh, ICDN, Trinidad
vPhagwa in Trinidad and The IndoTrinidadian middle-class
Pawan K. Upadhyaya, Journalist India
vSimilarities of Holi in Guyana and India
Vishnu Bisram, USA
vIntroduction and Evolution of Phagwah Celebrations in Guyana
Ariti Jankie, Trinidad
vThe Importance of preserving the
Phagwa tradition
PANEL 4: 12.45 pm - 2.00 pm
vPortrayal of Phagwa in the literature,

India, Mauritius, Guyana, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, USA: Aayushee
Garg, Anjali Tiwari, Roudraksh Jankee,
Praem Ramharak, Sejal Bhojwani, Daveanan Ramsaran, Shiva Daniel, Nisha
Ramracha
FILM SESSION - 5:00 pm
Chair - Jaidath Maharaj (Trinidad)
vIntroduction of Films
Maggie Griffith Williams, Northeastern
Univ., Boston, Massachusetts, USA
vPichakaree: The voice of a people
Ref. by Anjali Singh (taken from Utube)
vLathmar Holi Festival: Novel Tradition
of Barsana.
DAY 2: MARCH 14, 2021
PANEL 7: 8:00 am - 9:30 am
vPhagwa in different States in India
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CONFERENCE ZOOM LINK:
http://phagwa.ncictt.com/

SAT. 13 MARCH 2021
OPENING CEREMONY – 8.00 am—8.30 am
SEVEN PANEL PRESENTATIONS – 8.30 am— 5.00 pm
FILM NIGHT – 5.00 pm

SUN. 14 MARCH 2021
SIX PANEL PRESENTATIONS – 8.00 am. to ... ?
Chair - Archana Tewari (India)
New Delhi, Amba Pande
Uttar Pradesh, Dr Ranjana Krishna
Dr. Amita Esther David • Dr. Sanobar
Haider • Dr. Shruti Srivastava
Bengal, Dr. Gargi Bhattacharya,
Dr. Gargi Talapatra
Karnataka, Prof. Kiran S N
Bihar, Dr. Ujjwal Rabidas
Banares, Prof. Ghan Shyam
Rajasthan, Dr. Anjali Singh
Kanpur, Sneha Sarkar
PANEL 8: 9:35 am - 11:05 am
vDeveloping trends in the Phagwa
Festival in India and the Indian Diaspora
Chair - Tara Singh (Guyana/USA)

and Dr. Kamala Lakshmi Naicker, The
University of Fiji, Saweni Campus.
vPhagwa an all-inclusive Festival in Fiji
PANEL 10: 1:10 pm - 2:15 pm
vThe romanticization of the Phagwa
Festival in Indian movies
Chair - Sherry Ann Singh (Trinidad)
Ramachandra Joshi, Asst Prof, Dr. A. P.
J. Abdul Kalam Govt. College, India.
vPointing Pitchkari & a Pinch of Colour:
Romanticising Phagwa in Bollywood songs.
Ajay Kumar, Asst Prof, Ramanujan College Univ. of Delhi, India
vNegative Projection of Holi (Phagwa)
Festival in Hindi Cinema.

Ranjana Kumari, PhD. Scholar, CCUS & Gargi Talapatra, Asst Prof., Bhawanipur
LAS School of Int'l Studies JNU, India
Education Society College, Kolkata.
vThe Phagwa Festival of Indian DiasvBollywood, Music and Phagwa: A
pora In Trinidad: The Changing Contour
Study in Cultural Representations
Ishani Mukherjee, University of Illinois,
Maggie Griffith Williams, Northeastern
University, Boston, Massachusetts.
vGender, cultural space, and cultural
performance during Holi in India and T/dad

Devika Misra, Research Scholar,
School of Int'l Studies, JNU, New Delhi.
vPhagwa in Film: Between Freedom of
Expression and Climactic Action

Archana Tewari, Head of Dept., Lucknow University, U. P. India.
vPhagwa In North India in the Decade
of 70’s and 80’s

Shivanand Maharaj, UWI, Trinidad.
vThe songs of the Phagwa Festival

PANEL 11: 2:20 pm - 3:05 pm
Barnali Pain, Assoc Prof., Dept of EngvThe songs of the Phagwa Festival
lish, S.A Jaipuria College, Kolkata.
(Chowtaal, Ulaara, filmi, Pichakaree etc).
vPalash Parab - the Festival of Affirma- Chair - Kalpana Hiralal (South Africa)
tion
vIntroduction of Presenters

Shyam Murli Manohar Pandey, Centre
for Diaspora Studies in Central University of Gujarat
vPhagwa: A Connecting Thread between India and Indian Diaspora in T&T.

Annapurna Devi Pandey, UC, Santa Cruz
vImpact of Bollywood Holi Songs on
the Indian diaspora in the USA
PANEL 12: 3:10 pm - 3:55 pm
vPhagwa as a community voice
Chair - Aneela Bhagwat (Trinidad)

Aparna Tripathi, Research Scholar at
the Centre for Diaspora Studies, Central Univ of Gujarat, Gandhinagar.

Maggie Griffith Williams, Boston, USA
vDiaspora identity and creating culture
through pichakaree

PANEL 9: 11:10 am - 12:55 am
vPhagwa as a Community Festival.
Chair - Nar Mukhamsingh (Suriname)

Geeta Vahini, President, Hindu Prachaar Kendra, Trinidad.
vPichakaaree – A Community Voice

Tara Singh, New York
vHoli Sammelan Celebration in NY

Primnath Gooptar, UWI/NCIC Trinidad
vThe children’s Phagwa in Trinidad:
passing on the tradition

Washni Warsha Kumar, Parvin Lata
& Gyaneshwar Rao, The University of
Fiji, Saweni Campus, Lautoka, Fiji Isl.
vPhagwa as a Community Festival
Marcus Kissoon, UWI
vQueer Participation and Inclusion In
The Annual Phagwah Parade in Richmond Hill, Queens New York.

Visham Bhimull, NCIC Trinidad
vThe Language and lyrics of Hori Geet
PANEL 13: 4:00 pm - 5:35 pm
vIndian Diaspora Round Table
Chairs - Farzana Gounder (New Zealand & Arvind Singh (Trinidad)

Kiran Chuttoo-Jankee, Researcher/
Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation
vPhagwa as a community festival

India, Fiji, Mauritius, South Africa,
Guyana, Suriname, T&T, USA, Australia, Grenada, Jamaica: Sanobar Haidar,
Manpreet Kaur, Kiran Chuttoo-Jankee,
Kalpana Hiralal, Ravi Dev, Dewkoemar
Sewgobind, Sadhana Mohan, Ravindranath Maharaj (Raviji), Tara Singh,
Satish Rai, Jai Sears, Winston Tolan.

Avitesh Deepak Kumar, Manpreet Kaur

RESOLUTIONS AND CLOSURE

Primnath Gooptar, UWI/NCIC Trinidad
vThe Phagwa Festival as a community
event in Sangre Grande
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Seeking catharsis, son Parikshat writes ‘Memories’ of Balraj Sahni
By Alaka Sahani
t was Bombay of a different era. In the year
1949, Juhu was “a godforsaken place” cut
off from the rest of the city. The beach was
clean, sand shiny, and the water blue. Close to the
beach, in a small bungalow called Stella Villa lived
actor Balraj Sahni. He loved nature, was an expert
swimmer, and spent long hours in the sea. His son,
Parikshat Sahni, born in 1939, recalls, “Dad loved
the swelling waves, the gigantic breakers and the
blustery and strong winds”.
One day, when the sea was stormy, Balraj
“challenged” his then pre-teen son Parikshat to
join him for a swim in the sea. The currents were
strong, and they were pulled away from the shore.
As panic gripped Parikshat, Balraj asked him to
“keep his head”.
“The tide always turns. And when it does,
the sea will push us back to the shore on its own
accord. Now, let’s sing,” he told his son, and belted
out some revolutionary songs. Eventually, the tide
turned, and they were pushed back towards the
shore.
The episode left a strong impression on
Parikshat, teaching him to “not panic and give up”.
He first wrote about it over 15 years ago.
“I have revised it several times since then,” he
says. Yet, he had never thought of writing a book
about his father.
Nearly 44 years after Balraj passed away on April
13, 1973 – a month before his 60th birthday and
before the release of one of his best movies, Garm
Hava (1974) – Parikshat shares memories of his
father in a new biography, The Non-Conformist:
Memories of my Father Balraj Sahni (Penguin).
“To appreciate a painting in totality, you need to look at it
from a distance. Similarly, I needed some distance and time to
understand and admire my father,” says Parikshat.
Writing about his father turned out to be an act of “seeking
redemption” for him. “I had a stormy relationship with dad...
I was reluctant to dredge up my memories,” writes Parikshat,
who has acted in Munnabhai MBBS (2003), and 3 Idiots
(2009). After much prodding from friends over the years, he
finally got down to writing about his father, when “the burden
of memories became unbearable”, says the actor-author.
“Even though it was difficult to write about my father, I
found it to be cathartic,” says Parikshat.
As Balraj struggled to make his mark during his early years
in Mumbai, Parikshat spent much of his childhood and youth
with relatives (mainly with uncle, writer Bhisham Sahni, and his
wife Sheila), boarding schools, and later studying film direction
and script-writing at the Moscow Film Institute. Staying apart
created some distance between father and son, even though
Parikshat mentions his father’s “deep and profound” love for
him. Parikshat was six months old when, in 1939, his father
and mother Damayanti took a ship to England to join BBC’s
Hindi service as announcer. By then, Balraj had already
worked with Mahatma Gandhi for a year in Sevagram and as a
teacher at Santiniketan. Upon his return five years later, Balraj
moved to Bombay on the suggestion of his classmate, director
Chetan Anand.

I

Eventually, his unaffected performance in Do Bigha Zamin
(1953) and Kabuliwala (1961) established Balraj as a method
actor who took immense pain to slip into his character.
In The Non-Conformist, Parikshat writes that director
Bimal Roy had first offered the role of hand-rickshaw-puller
Shambhu to Ashok Kumar. Many years later, the latter told
Parikshat how he had resented the role finally going to a
“lanky, fair and London-returned fellow” and was sure that
he would mess it up. However,after watching the movie, he
told himself that he couldn’t have performed as well as the
“unknown newcomer”.
Today, Balraj pulling a handcart on the hot asphalt of
Calcutta’s roads, in spite of developing blisters, is one of the
iconic scenes of Hindi cinema.
Only one chapter in The Non-Conformist focuses on Balraj
Sahni the actor. The rest of the book deals with his deep belief
in Marxism, his love for Kashmir, and his relationship with his
brother, Bhisham.
“Everyone knows him as an actor and a good human
being. By narrating my experiences with him, I have tried to
show what’s hidden from the people. He was uprooted from
Rawalpindi (now in Pakistan) and led a difficult life. We, as
children of a major actor, had a better life,” says Parikshat.
Parikshat harbours several regrets.
“He always wanted to be my friend. I shared my first
cigarette and beer with him. But I was not a good son to him
many times. I have made a lot of mistakes,” says Parikshat.
After returning to India from Moscow, where he had
lived for six years, Parikshat felt like “a fish out of water”, as
he couldn’t adjust to India’s tropical weather and ways. Even
though Parikshat was offered lead roles, and his debut Anokhi
Raat (1968) was a hit, he squandered the opportunities he had,
frequently arriving on film sets with a hangover.
Balraj Sahni’s family had, for years, tried to live together
under one roof. They were able to do so finally in the late
1960s when the late actor built Ikraam – a grand bungalow in
In 1946, he debuted in Anand’s first movie, Neecha Nagar.
Juhu. It is in this “dream house” that their life came apart as
But it took him five more years to find success with Humlog
(1951). Parikshat says that his father was blessed with “bulldog the warmth of Stella Villa faded.
Following the demise of
tenacity”. Apart from
Parikshat’s grandmother,
exercising and looking after
his sister Shabnam, who
his diet, he read Konstantin
had been suffering from
Stanislavski’s book on
depression, died from a
acting several times.
clot in her brain.
“He often rehearsed
“Being part of the film
in front of the mirror,
industry often makes
modulating his voice and
things a little difficult. We
looking at his expression,”
had a difficult family life.
writes Parikshat.
Fame comes at a price,”
Balraj formed his own
Parikshat says.
theatre group, ‘The Juhu
It’s the heart-break
Art Theatre’, even as he
caused by Shabnam’s loss
took active part in plays by
that took a toll on Balraj.
the Indian People’s Theatre
He died after a cardiac
Association.
arrest on April 13, 1973,
However, finding
having just finished
acceptance took time.
dubbing for Garm Hava.
After the 1954 movie
Parikshat writes that director Bimal Roy first offered the
The night before, at
Seema was released,
role as Shambu the rickshaw-puller to Ashok Kumar
Rajkamal Studio, he had
Parikshat remembers his
insisted on finishing his work.
father reading out a letter that hurled abuses at him for acting
“Those were the last words he dubbed,” says Parikshat.
alongside a beautiful and young actor like Nutan.

Left-leaning Balraj Sahni thrived in politics, as a writer, & activist

A

part from films, Sahni had two other passions —
politics and writing. He was an active member of the
freedom struggle and worked by Mahatma Gandhi’s
side for a while before he joined the communist cause in the
early 1940s.
A shrewd viewer, Sahni would also notice that his choice of
films was always Left-leaning and more often than not, had a
strong social message. After his wife’s untimely death in 1947,
he took to social causes even more.
At that time, Bengal was experiencing the worst famine,
and Sahni strived to tell the layman’s tale through cinema. This
was the reason behind his earlier hits like Do Bigha Zamin and
Dharti ke Laal. He would actively participate in campaigning
for human rights, and also criticised the government.
With the help of P.K. Vasudevan Nair (who went on to
become Kerala’s chief minister in 1978), Sahni formed the All
India Youth Federation, the youth wing of the Communist
Party of India.
Sahni wrote non-fiction mostly in Punjabi about his
travels in Pakistan and Russia — Mera Pakistani Safarnama,
Mera Russi Safarnama — as well as on socio-political themes
(Kamey, Ek Safar Ek Daastaan, Gair Jazbaati Dairy).

21

His love for language soon had his name added to the list
of renowned Punjabi authors. He also regularly contributed
poems and short stories to the Punjabi magazine Preetlari as
well as The National Herald. He even dabbled in screenplaywriting – he wrote the script of the Dev Anand-starrer Baazi
in 1951.
Following the India-Pakistan War of 1972, he took the vocal
political position and endorsed Indira Gandhi’s waging a war
against Pakistan to liberate East Pakistan. The CPI strongly
disapproved of this and felt Balraj was not a faithful and loyal
member of the Communist Party of India. A resolution was
passed to throw him out.
The job to inform Balraj that he was no more a member of
the CPI, was given to some of his closest friends in Bombay.
They came to him and handed over the copy of the resolution.
He had recently suffered an emotional setback due to
the untimely death of his daughter, Shabnam. He suffered a
massive heart attack from the compounded stress.
As he lay on his deathbed, Balraj asked his wife to get a
copy of Das Kapital, the communist movement’s bible, and put
it beside his pillow. The same night, Balraj died of a broken
heart!
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Standalone women’s game opens The Hundred
Kate Cross says big step despite women’s ‘backburner’ status

E

ngland and Wales Cricket Board announced The
Hundred will start with a standalone match from
the women’s tournament, The Guardian reported
last week. The game will feature
the Manchester Originals taking
Ka
on the Oval Invincibles on July
te
Cr
21 at the Oval. The corresponding
os
s
men’s game follows on July 22.
The move by the ECB is the first
time a cricket franchise competition has
launched out with a women’s game.
England pace bowler, Kate Cross, was
retained by Manchester Originals last year, and
should be in the lineup for the first game of the
newly minted competition.
Said Cross: “It’s amazing for us. And it
just goes to show where the ECB are at with
the women’s game: how much they want to
support us as players; how seriously they’re
taking the women’s side of the sport.”
She added: “It’s a big step. It shouldn’t be
the news that the women are playing the first
game of The Hundred, but unfortunately
we’re at the time where women’s sport has taken a bit of the
backburner.”
The game will be shown live on Sky Sports and the BBC.
Following the MCG sell-out for the women’s T20 World Cup
final in March 2020, the ECB is aiming for another sell-out – as
far as is possible, with social distancing due to Covid-19.
Cross also noted the pioneering contributions made by
women to the game over the years.
“There is so much history about women being the first to
do everything. We invented overarm bowling. We had the first
World Cup. We had the first pink-ball game. The big thing for
me is the visibility of it can’t be ignored… it’s not there is the Big

Bash, and then there is the Women’s Big Bash, it’s
[just] The Hundred,” she said.
The Hundred was originally presented as
a short, sharp sell of 40 balls fewer than a
T20, which reduced the action on the field to
about two and a half hours.
However, the schedule was re-adjusted
into the men’s-women’s double headers. The
games will be played at the same eight venues due to scheduling difficulties caused by
national Covid-19 requirements.
The men’s draft occurred behind closed
doors early last week, with more than 500
players competing for 35 spaces, including
seven spots reserved for overseas players.
South Africa pace bowler Kagiso
Rabada was among ten new
arrivals for Manchester
Originals, while Olly
Stone will join his England
teammate Ben Stokes
after he was named in the Northern
Superchargers squad.
The Australia limited-overs captain Aaron Finch is set to
lead the Superchargers, with the England all-rounder Alice
Davidson-Richards, and the Australia duo Alyssa Healy and
Nicola Carey, added to the women’s squad.
West Indies all-rounder and second pick Kieron Pollard was
drafted by Welsh Fire. Pollard is joined by the Australian fast
bowler Jhye Richardson. They replace the Australia pair Steve
Smith and Mitchell Starc, who both decided against playing in
this year’s event.
The England spinner Bryony Smith and the Australian T20
World Cup winners Meg Lanning, Beth Mooney, and Jess
Jonassen are confirmed for the women’s side.

ECB ‘hopeful’ India joins women’s Hundred series

T

he England and Wales Cricket Board is ‘hopeful’ Indian
women cricketers will join the ten Australia Women
internationals who confirmed their availability for the
inaugural Hundred series, ESPNcricinfo reported last week
By late last week, 19 of the 24 overseas slots in the women’s
Hundred were filled following eight new players announcing
availability. They were Alyssa Healy, Nicola Carey (Northern
Superchargers), Beth Mooney, Meg Lanning, Jess Jonassen
(Welsh Fire), Sophie Molineux, Annabel Sutherland (Trent
Rockets), and Rachael Haynes (Oval Invincibles).
Eleven Australia, New Zealand, West Indies and South Africa
players had previously confirmed: Elyse Villani (Trent Rockets),
Sophie Devine, Ashleigh Gardner (Birmingham Phoenix),
Deandra Dottin, Chloe Tryon (London Spirit), Mignon du
Preez, Lizelle Lee (Manchester Originals), Dane van Niekerk,
Marizanne Kapp (Oval Invincibles), Amelia Kerr and Stafanie
Taylor (Southern Brave).
The women’s competition is running on an open-market
system, with players and teams allowed to negotiate contracts
directly. Last week the ECB was optimistic Indian players will

be involved in the competition. While the BCCI does not grant
No-Objection Certificates for active men’s players to appear in
overseas leagues, India’s leading female players have appeared
in the Kia Super League, which has now been discontinued to
make way for the Hundred, and the Women’s Big Bash League.
According to ESPNcricinfo, the Indian players are keen to be
involved in the competition, and are waiting on approval from
the BCCI. Four India international players – Harmanpreet Kaur,
Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah Rodrigues, and Deepti Sharma,
were involved in the KSL between 2017 and 2019.
Also, as ESPNcricinfo reported, the ECB has been in discussions with the BCCI, with a spokesperson saying last week the
board was “hopeful” for Indian involvement.
A report on Sky’s Cricket Show last week quoted Charlotte
Edwards, Southern Brave’s head coach, saying: “I think there
are conversations happening. Clearly, they’re players we want
in this competition. We’ve got most of the top Australian players, so I think the next step is to get the Indian players over the
line. That’s exciting for the competition, so hopefully that will
happen.”

Indian women play SA

I

ndia’s women are set to play the first game in a year since
the Women's T20 World Cup final on March 8, 2020,
ESPNCricinfo reported last week. The team will play South
Africa’s women in a series consisting of five ODIs and three
T20Is in Lucknow. The first ODI in the series is set to begin on
March 7
The series was originally set for Thiruvananthapuram, India.
However, the Kerala Cricket Association informed the Board
of Control for Cricket in India
that the groud became unavailable for the games. According
to Cricinfo, the site was “made
ODIs
available to the Indian military
March 7 - 1st ODI;
for a recruitment drive, withMarch 9 - 2nd ODI;
out the KCA’s prior knowledge”.
March 12 - 3rd ODI;
There was no alternative venue
March 14 - 4th ODI;
with “appropriate broadcast
March 17 - 5th ODI
facilities”, the association said.
The Karnataka Cricket
T20Is
Association was later sought to
March 20 - 1st T20I;
host the games in Bengaluru.
March 21 - 2nd T20I;
However, the Uttar Pradesh
March 24 - 3rd T20I
Cricket Association confirmed
early last week that all eight games would now take place at the
Ekana Stadium in Lucknow.
Both teams arrived in Bengaluru late last month and entered
the prerequisite bio-secure bubble in preparation for the weekend start to the series. Players are expected to undergo three
Covid-19 tests before the series, and two additional ones afterwards. The fourth round of testing is scheduled for March 10
after the second ODI, while the final round will take place on
March 16, the eve of the final ODI.
In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the only competitive
cricket the Indian women have played was the Women's T20
Challenge in November 2020, which was held in the final week
of IPL 2020. In the last year, a tour of England scheduled in
July 2020 was cancelled, while a tour of Australia scheduled for
January 2021 has been deferred.

Schedule

Caribbean’s Pollard, Pooran make Hundred pick

B

ig-hitter West Indies batsman Kieron Pollard was added
to the Welsh Fire line of fire, with Southern Brave
signing up Australia opener David Warner for The
Hundred, Reuters reported last week. Pollard has scored over
10,000 runs in Twenty20 cricket.
The Hundred is the England and Wales Cricket Board’s franchise-based league, which now
begins in July. Its inaugural
edition launch was postponed
last year due to the Covid-19
pandemic.
The ECB has invested heavily in The Hundred with the
thinking that the competition
will attract younger audiences to the game. Matches will
comprise 100 balls per innings
with a change of ends after 10
deliveries.
Last week Reuters reported
the eight men’s teams collectively added 35 players from a
Nicholas Pooran
pool of more than 500 overseas
and English cricketers to their rosters following the draft, the
ECB said. All teams now have one wild card pick each to fill
their final slots come June.
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“I can’t wait to come and play in The Hundred. I’m really
pleased to be part of it,” said Pollard.
He added, “… With [Australia’s Jhye Richardson] joining as
well, I think this Welsh Fire team has got some serious firepower
in both bowling and batting line-ups, so I believe we can put on
a real show.”
West Indies batsman
Nicholas Pooran was the men’s
first pick in the draft. He was
joined in the Manchester
Originals squad by South
African fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada.
Also, further eight English
and eight Australian women’s players were announced
for the women’s tournament. In the picks were Meg
Lanning (Welsh Fire), Sophie
Molineux (Trent Rockets),
and Alyssa Healy (Northern
Superchargers).
Kieron Pollard
The women did not have a
draft, with teams set to continue filling their squads in the coming months. The women’s competition will mark the start of The
Hundred on July 21.

Aussie women on NZ tour

T

he Australian Women’s Cricket team are headed to New
Zealand for a three-match ODI and T20 series, the
first overseas tour in over a year and a half. It is part of
the preparation for the rescheduled 2022 World Cup in New
Zealand, and an opportunity to hold on to the world record of
consecutive ODI wins.
While the team has not played much international cricket
recently, work continued in domestic cricket following the
successes at the Women’s Big Bash League, and the current
Women’s National Cricket League season.
The team picked for the New Zealand tour includes
Australia’s established stars captain Meg Lanning and Ellyse
Perry. However, the squad also has emerging new talents.
Schedule
T20 SERIES
1st T20 - March 28 - Seddon Park, Hamilton;
2nd T20 - March 30 - McLean Park, Napier
3rd T20 - April 1 - Eden Park, Auckland
ODI SERIES
1st ODI - April 4 - Bay Oval, Mount Maunganui
2nd ODI - April 7 - Bay Oval, Mount Maunganui
3rd ODI - April 10 - Bay Oval, Mount Maunganui
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World’s largest

International
Cricket Schedule

N

arendra Modi Stadium is now
the world’s largest cricket facility
located in Ahmedabad in India’s
western state of Gujarat. Last week it hosted
India and England for the pink ball daynight Test, seating 55,000 fans, the stadium’s
110,000 capacity halved due to Covid-19
measures.
It is spread across 63 acres, with four
entry points. It was built at a cost of
eight billion Rupees, and offers fans an
unobstructed view of the pitch, with the
360-degree podium concourse built at a
height of nine metres.
This 360-degree concourse gives
spectators throughout the stadium a
uniform view of the pitch when seated in
any stand in the stadium.

Packed tour as WI host visitors Sri Lanka

C

ricket West Indies has indicated international cricket will return to the Caribbean this month, with West Indies
hosting to Sri Lanka for a packed all-format
tour.
According to a statement issued by CWI last
week, the teams will play three T20 Internationals, three One-Day Internationals, and two
Test matches in a bio-secure environment in
Antigua starting today to April 2.
CEO Johnny Grave told the media last week
that CWI was “delighted to be able to re-start
international cricket”.
He added, “We have a full schedule featuring
all three formats, which is sure to attract lots
of attention from our fans, especially following
on from the terrific Test series win in Bangladesh. A lot of detailed planning has gone into
the hosting of this tour and we are confident it
will be a success.”
The last International West Indies men’s
home series featured Ireland in January 2020.
Since then, the team made three overseas tours
to England, New Zealand, and Bangladesh as
part of the International Cricket Council’s Future Tours Programme.
The upcoming T20 series will create history
as the first official international matches to be
played by the home team at the Coolidge Cricket Ground, and the first West Indies T20s to be
played in Antigua since 2013.
As reigning ICC T20 World Cup champions,
West Indies will use these matches as preparation for their title defence in India later this
year.
The CG Insurance ODI series against Sri
Lanka begins at the Sir Vivian Richards Cricket
Stadium on March 10, 12, and 14; the third
game will be a day-night encounter.
These matches also form part of the ICC Su-

Johnny Grave
per League, and will provide the opportunity
for West Indies to secure their first points as the
team tries to qualify automatically for the 2023
ICC Cricket World Cup in India.
The two-Test matches will also be played at
the same venue. The first match starts on March
21, and the second on March 29. Both Tests will
provide West Indies with another opportunity
to win points, and climb the ICC World Test
Championship table following the series win in
Bangladesh.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, both teams
will be accommodated, and will play in biosecure bubbles. All matches are being held in
Antigua to accommodate a later arrival date by
Sri Lanka.
However, fans will not be able to attend
matches, but will be able to follow the games
via television, radio, and through CWI’s digital
channels.

CWI President Ricky Skerritt welcomed the
return of international cricket to the region,
saying, “We are pleased to be able to finally
confirm this tour. A number of Covid-19 logistic hurdles have now been overcome. I want to
thank Sri Lankan Cricket President, Shammi
Silva and his team for their co-operation in
honouring their obligation to tour under the
ICC FTP Agreement.”
He added, “We are also extremely grateful
for the support we received from the governments of Antigua & Barbuda, and St Lucia, in
planning this tour. But it is regrettable that we
are unable to include St Lucia as part of this
home series as we had originally hoped to, due
to the delay in Sri Lanka arriving, and the need
for the tour to end before the start of the Indian
Premier League.”
CWI has been working closely with the
Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Sport in
Antigua & Barbuda to finalise all the logistics
and agree to the safety and medical protocols
for the tour.
All players, support staff, and match officials
will be kept in a bio-secure environment, with
regular Covid-19 PCR testing taking place with
assistance from the local Ministry of Health
and the Caribbean Public Health Agency.
Match Schedule
CCG – Coolidge Cricket Ground;
SVRS – Sir Vivian Richards Stadium
March 3: 1st T20I at CCG
March 5: 2nd T20I at CCG
March 7: 3rd T20I at CCG
March 10: 1st CG Insurance ODI at SVRS
March 12: 2nd CG Insurance ODI at SVRS
March 14: 3rd CG Insurance ODI at SVRS
March 17-18: Two-day warm-up match: CCG
March 21-25: 1st Test at SVRS
March 29-April 2: 2nd Test at SVRS.

he Wehby Report on governance re- and feedback unpredictable, with many counform of Cricket West Indies is still tries still under varying degrees of lockdowns
being reviewed by a special working and restrictions.
group and consultations with territorial boards
“There will be Covid-related timing chalare ongoing, CWI president Ricky Skerritt said lenges, and likely political head-winds ahead,
but I assure all stakeholders and
last week. Also, according to the
Trinidad Express report, it has
lovers of West Indies cricket that
I will personally champion the
been shared with CWI stakeholders.
important process of CWI governance reform, no matter how
Skerritt’s revelations were
long it takes,” Skerritt said.
made in response to media reHe added, “[Especially] now
quests for an update on the stathat CWI has received such a
tus of the report, and what CWI
was doing with its recommendapragmatic and cricket-centric
report from Senator Wehby and
tions.
his team of highly experienced
Following the tabling of the
advisors. Hopefully good sense
report, Skerritt said his intention
Ricky Skerritt
will prevail, and CWI will show the
was to champion its recommendations in an attempt to achieve comprehensive world that we are serious about modernisation
and sustainable change for the CWI’s growth and improvement.”
and development.
The report was prepared by an independent
The report was widely distributed in August task force led by Senator Don Wehby, and in2020, and consultations with stakeholders were cluded Sir Hilary Beckles, Deryck Murray, O.K.
due to commence. However, the Covid-19 pan- Melhado, and Charles Wilkin QC. The task
demic has made the timelines for consultations force consulted extensively, and the 36-page

report drew from a wide cross section of expertise from the Caribbean and abroad.
Skerritt said the report has been going
through a process of review by the territorial boards and other stakeholders. He also
revealed that consultations have already taken
place with four of the six territorial boards.
“The process has been slower than expected
because of the impact of Covid-19, including
several unprecedented hurdles that have appeared, and new priorities that it has introduced,” he said.
Additionally, “After receipt of the report last
August, the board established a special working group, chaired by Michael Findlay, to facilitate and coordinate the consultation-based review process. The working group includes one
member of the Wehby task force.”
According to the report’s recommendations,
reform was needed to ensure the sustainability
of CWI. Among the recommendations were
modernisation of the governance structure to
provide greater accountability and transparency, and redefining the roles of the president
and vice-president.

Wehby Report on CWI governance still being reviewed - Skerritt

T
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March 03, 2021
Australia tour of New Zealand, 2021
New Zealand vs Australia, 3rd T20I: Sky
Stadium, Wellington; 11:00 PM (March
02)06:00 AM GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 04, 2021
England tour of India, 2021
India vs England, 4th Test, Day 1: Sardar
Patel Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM
(March 03) 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM
LOCAL
March 05, 2021
New Zealand vs Australia, 4th T20I: Eden
Park, Auckland; 11:00 PM (March 04)
06:00 AM GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
India vs England, 4th Test, Day 2: Sardar
Patel Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM
(March 04) 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM
LOCAL
March 06, 2021
India vs England, 4th Test, Day 3: Sardar
Patel Stadium, Ahmedabad: 9:00 PM
(March 05); 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM
LOCAL
March 07, 2021
New Zealand vs Australia, 5th T20I, Bay
Oval, Mount Maunganui: 6:00 PM (March
06) 01:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
India vs Eng, 4th Test, Day 4: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad 9:00 PM (March
06); 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
March 08, 2021
India vs England, 4th Test, Day 5: Sardar
Patel Stadium, Ahmedabad; 9:00 PM
(March 07) 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30 AM
LOCAL
March 12, 2021
India vs England, 1st T20I: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 6:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT/ 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 13, 2021
Bangladesh tour of New Zealand, 2021,
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 1st ODI:
University Oval, Dunedin; 3:00 PM
(March 12) 10:00 PM GMT (Mar 12) /
11:00 AM LOCAL
March 14, 2021
India vs England, 2nd T20I: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 7:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 16, 2021
India vs England, 3rd T20I: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 7:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 17, 2021
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd ODI:
Hagley Oval, Christchurch; 7:00 PM
(March 16) 01:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM
LOCAL
March 18, 2021
India vs England, 4th T20I: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 7:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 20 ,2021
India vs England, 5th T20I: Sardar Patel
Stadium, Ahmedabad; 7:30 AM 01:30 PM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 3rd ODI:
Basin Reserve, Wellington; 4:00 PM (Mar
19) 10:00 PM GMT (Mar 19) / 11:00 AM
LOCAL
March 23, 2021
India vs England, 1st ODI: Maharashtra
Cricket Association Stadium, Pune; 2:00
AM 08:00 AM GMT / 01:30 PM LOCAL
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 1st T20I:
McLean Park, Napier; 12:00 AM 06:00 AM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL
March 26, 2021
India vs England, 2nd ODI: Maharashtra
Cricket Association Stadium, Pune; 2:00
AM 08:00 AM GMT / 01:30 PM LOCAL
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd T20I:
Eden Park, Auckland 12:00 AM 06:00 AM
GMT / 07:00 PM LOCAL

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-297-8222

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

$949,000
SOLD OVER ASKING!

Location! 100% renovated New: potlights,
custom kitchen w/
quartz countertop
& crown moulding,
S/S appls, windows
& doors, plumbing &
electrical, oak stairs,
jewel stone front porch,
roof & gutter. Separate
entrance to 3-bdrm
bsmt w/kitchen, 2 sep
laundry rms, 3 bdrms in
upper flr. A landlord's
dream. A must see!

FOR
SALE
$729,000

!
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Great Opportunity to Own A
Newly Renovated Open Concept End Unit Townhome in
Prime Location Close to Everything!! Second Floor Loaded
With 9 Ft Ceilings, Large Breakfast/Dining Area with Large Sun
Filled Windows! Close to TTC,
Up Express ,401, and Schools!

Brampton

3-year new executive 2 storey
Listed
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

$689,000
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Perch Condo

Starting
From Mid- $400K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

Scarborough, ON
Starting
From

$400K

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.

indocaribbeanworld.com | march 03, 2021

If you are in search of a
Toronto townhouse for sale,
look no further! With its central location between the 401
and 407, PRESTO provides
quick access to the DVP/404
as well. Conveniently close
to schools, shops, restaurants, and recreation, with
a TTC bus stop just steps
from your door. Plus, nearby
attractions ranging from the
Toronto Zoo to Rouge Park.

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

Presto Towns Scarborough, ON

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms
Detached Home with Basement
in-law Suite North Whitby Community. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities & 407/401
Highways. Private Backyd W/
No Neighbours in the Back.

Starting
From Mid- $300K

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Gaze upon an endless
canopy of green. Indulge in
spectacular amenities. Gift
your life the luxury of space.
Welcome to ravine-side living.
Residences will be close
by to University of Toronto
Scarborough campus, parks,
schools, lakes and so much
more. Also, a quick 8-minute
drive to the Old Kingston
Road GO Station which
allows you easy commute to
Downtown Toronto’s Union
GO station.

Whitby

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

647-708-4772

Oak St., Toronto

Niagara Falls, ON

Toronto

Zafar Twaheer
Broker

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

