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PPP/C clear, legitimate winner
Final hurdle crossed for formation of Guyana’s next govt

www.omesh.com

Georgetown – GECOM Chair, Retired Justice Claudette accurately determine the results for each polling station.
Singh, yesterday instructed Chief Elections Officer, Keith
Said the OAS to GECOM: “[There] is no reason not to supLowenfield, to prepare a report on the results of the March 2 port the results of the recount process.”
national elections’ recount to submit to the Commission for
It also commented on a report submitted by Lowenfield
a declaration. According to documentation from GECOM, on June 13 that sought to record multiple “allegations” of irLowenfield must submit his report using the results of the regularities in each electoral district. Using these “allegations”,
national recount, and must do so by 1 p.m.
the report attempted to gain traction to
tomorrow (June 18).
declare that the electoral process in each of
Singh’s request to Lowenfield cleared
the ten Districts was not credible.
the final hurdle for the PPP/Civic, and its
However, the OAS was unequivocal
presidential candidate, Irfaan Ali, to form
in its response to Lowenfield’s attempt to
Guyana’s next government. According to
overturn the elections, saying, “There is
the final tally of the vote recount, the PPP/C
little evidence in the CEO’s report of efhas a clear lead of 15,416 votes over the inforts to investigate or otherwise address
cumbent APNU+AFC.
any of the alleged irregularities presented.
On June 15, the OAS observer team
[Lowenfield’s] contention that the entire
informed Singh that the People’s PPP/C
election be set aside on this basis alone is
was the clear and legitimate winner of the
astonishing.”
March 2, 2020 polls. Consequently, the OAS
In a prior statement, made on April
noted APNU+AFC must begin the process
15 before commencement of the recount,
of transition to allow the PPP/C governthe OAS had recommended exclusion of
Irfaan Ali ... President-Elect
ment to take its place. The OAS acted as
officials who had displayed partisan beone of the international observers missions that monitored the haviour during the electoral process. Consequently, the OAS
March 2 General and Regional Elections, and the vote recount maintained that while Lowenfield’s partisan approach to his
three months later.
report on “irregularities” was disappointing, it was not an unIt also supported the findings by the Caricom observer expected development.
team, which published its observations of the national recount
However, it was on the basis of this report that further atexercise on June 15. According to the Caricom observers, the tempts were made by Lowenfield, and APNU+AFC, to derecount was deemed to be transparent and credible. Along clare the March 2 general elections null and void.
with the OAS, it advised Singh that “nothing prevents the
Earlier this week, in what appeared to have been a premedChair of the Guyana Elections Commission from now declar- itated approach to cast doubt on the validity of the recount,
ing the election, based on these results”.
AFC leader and Prime Ministerial hopeful, Khemraj RamBoth Caricom and the OAS observer teams noted the pro- jattan, was already calling for an annulment, and for fresh
cesses applied to the national recount were conducted in a pro- elections, through allegations that the March 2 polls were neifessional, transparent, and impartial fashion. These processes ther fair, nor credible.
allowed GECOM, political parties, and other stakeholders to
See Page 12: ‘Null and void’
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GECOM’s statement on the general elections’ results
Chief Election Officer to prepare report in keeping with Section 96 of the Representation of the
People Act, Chapter 1:03; paving the way for official declaration of Election Results 16 June 2020.

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219
www.omesh.com

Georgetown – After considerable deliberations at the Commission on the report submitted by Chief Election Officer, Mr.
Keith Lowenfield on the National Recount of votes cast in the
March 2, 2020 General and Regional Elections, Chairperson
of the Commission, Justice Claudette Singh has requested for
the CEO prepare a report to ascertain the results of the elections under Section 96 of the Representation of the People Act,
Chapter 1:03 and in keeping with Order No. 60 of 2020 and its
addendum dated 29th May, 2020.
In her decision to the Commission on June 16, 2020, Justice
Singh asserted that the Commission does not have the powers
of a Court of Law to examine and re-examine witnesses or to
procure official documents to determine the truth of the allegations contained therein.
The Chairperson posited that she is of the opinion that
some of the allegations are of a serious nature and must be
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addressed. However, Article 163 (1) (b) of the Constitution
confers on the High Court the exclusive jurisdiction to determine the validity of an election.
She explained that in order to give itself the authority to
conduct the national recount, GECOM resorted to Article
162 (1) (b) of the Constitution to take such actions as appear
necessary or expedient to ensure impartiality and fairness.
In this regard, GECOM could not have thereby clothed
itself with jurisdiction to establish itself as a Court of Law
to determine credibility of an election when Article 163 (1)
stipulates that the High Court shall have exclusive jurisdiction
to determine the legality of an election.
Justice Singh also noted that the Commission cannot arrogate onto itself a jurisdiction to annul an election since no
specific power was conferred on it under Article 162 (1) (b).
A perusal of Articles 162 and 163 of the Constitution
shows that the Articles clearly and sharply separate the functions of GECOM and the High Court respectively in matters
of electoral process.
In delivering the landmark decision to the Commission,
See Page12: GECOM unable
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Approx. 3,200 sq ft with 6 wshrms + finished
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Quiet Elegance
A terrific buy. Impressively modern home with 9'
foot ceiling, 5 washrooms, 4+2 bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, family room with
gas fireplace, 3 full washrooms on upper floor,
large deck, stone front porch and a finished 2 bedroom basement apt. Real Nice!

$939,900

$949,000
Modern as Daybreak

Be The First Lady

Grand dble door entry to opn/cpt foyer & living
room with 20’ ceiling. A mn flr office, fam. room
with firepl. and large opn/cpt kitch. and private din.
area. 4 bdrms with 3 full wshrms on the upr level
& the bsmt is nicely finished, all open concept with
furnace located to the corner. It’s yours to discover.

Accent of Value. Located in beautiful Scarborough.
Hop, Skip & Jump to school. This impressive home
features 4 bdrms, Mst bdrm with full ensuite, combined lvng & dng room, opn/cpt fam. room and a
bsmnt apt. Upgrades with quartz counter, laminate
& hardwood floors & stone driveway. Smart Buy!
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$489,900
Super Sharp Condo
Exquisitely modern with dark laminates, quartz counters,
flush mount LED lights, spacious master bedroom with
Romeo & Juliet balcony, washroom with soaker tub, a
second bedroom with large closet and gate security.
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Dandy Discounts
Lovely home with 4 bedrooms, 3 washrooms,
main floor family room with fireplace, main floor
laundry, double car garage, open concept living
and dining room, and an unspoilt basement. This
home sits on a spacious corner lot.

$559,900
Young Condo Awaits You
I love heights. Perched above TO’s skyline, it’s a
lovenest. I am sprawling with 2 lge bdrms & off.
so you can work from home. Gourmet kitchen
fully equipped for meal prep. Enjoy swim in pool
or cuddle in open balcony. Take me! I’m yours!
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Immigrants are the backbone of Canadian prosperity
By Don Curry (Asian Pacific Post)
When I was 19, I spent the summer haying in the
Fraser Valley of British Columbia. They get three hay
crops a season there so I was busy, with two friends,
going from farm to farm to bring the hay crops in.
At first, we weren’t very good at it. I remember vividly a load of bales sliding off the trailer as we rounded
a curve with the tractor going a tad too fast. But, that
only happened once. We enjoyed the summer working
outside, except for the unbearable heat as we stacked
the bales in the haylofts.
The farmers paid us what they could and fed us very
well. There were other teams of high school and college kids doing the same that summer. There are lots of
farms in the Fraser Valley.
When I go back to visit my 95-year-old mom, my
brother and his family, I can see the changes in the
Migrant Canadian farm workers in strawberry fields.
farms. Since my time in the field, immigrant labourers
canning factories, meat packing facilities, and driving the transhave become the backbone of Fraser Valley farms. In
ports that deliver our food. They own many of the restaurants
fact, many immigrant families now own the farms they work on.
Driving from the Vancouver airport to Chilliwack, I see pa- that are providing take-out food.
Statistics Canada says one in four health care workers in Canlatial multi-generation homes dotting the farm landscape. The
farm labourers have become the owners, and that’s what makes ada is an immigrant. More than one-third of family physicians
are newcomers.
Canada the great country that it is.
Universities and colleges are alarmed at the possibility of losCanada offers opportunities for everyone and the COVID-19
pandemic is not going to change that. Some have argued that ing thousands of international students this fall. The sky-high
it’s time to close our borders, but they aren’t looking at the big tuition fees they pay account for approximately half of the postsecondary institutions’ tuition revenue.
picture.
The notion of closing our borders may be coming from how
The pandemic has shown us how much we rely on immigrants – working in nursing homes, hospitals, farmers’ fields, long we have been staying home during the pandemic and our

increased viewing of cable and other TV news. Donald Trump’s obsession with closing the Mexican border and cutting back immigration has struck a chord
that resonates with some, even in Canada.
Canada’s immigration minister, Marco Mendicino,
wants to welcome 341,000 immigrants next year and
361,000 in 2022. Immigration this year has dropped
due to the pandemic, but we attracted 70,000 permanent residents in the first three months of the year.
The numbers dropped once the pandemic hit us in
mid-March, but 20,000 or so temporary foreign
workers still arrived in April.
The seafood industry in the Maritimes and the agricultural sector across Canada are in peril if travel
restrictions seriously affect the number of temporary
workers arriving this year. Attempts to hire locally are
dismal failures.
In a recent interview with Toronto Star journalist
Susan Delacourt, Mendicino said: “We are at a moment where we are responding to COVID-19, but we are also
planning for the future. The future of this country depends on
immigration. We need to continue to grow because we have an
aging population, an aging workforce.”
In the short term, with our economy in tatters due to the pandemic, it is somewhat understandable that some people feel we
should slow down on immigration.
But, this too will pass, and the need for more immigration
will become more obvious.
(Don Curry is a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant
and journalist living in North Bay.)

Ontario eases restrictions on wedding and funeral ceremonies
Indoor gatherings extended to 30% of capacity; social circles of 10 persons encouraged to reduce isolation
Toronto – The Ontario government has announced it is allowing more flexibility on the number of attendees permitted
at indoor and outdoor wedding and funeral ceremonies, in recognition of the importance of being with loved ones during the
moments that matter most.
Based on positive public health trends the government is extending the number of people allowed to attend an indoor wedding or funeral ceremony to a maximum of 30 percent capacity
of the ceremony venue, the announcement informs.
Wedding and funeral ceremonies taking place outdoors will
be limited to 50 attendees. For both indoor and outdoor ceremonies, those attending must follow proper health and safety advice, including practising physical distancing from people who
are not from the same household.
The changes came into effect on Friday, June 12 at 12:01
a.m. The announcement states that as the COVID-19 outbreak
evolves in the Province, further direction will be provided on
capacity restrictions for weddings and funerals going forward.
The government is also encouraging the establishment of
social circles of no more than ten people who can interact and
come into close contact with one another without physical distancing. Dr David Williams, Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of
Health, updated public health advice that came into effect on
June 12 allowing social circles of up to ten members, including those outside the immediate household. Social circles are
thought to be helpful in supporting the mental health and well-

W

being of Ontarians towards reducing social isolation.
Details on how to establish a social circle were provided by
Premier Doug Ford, Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier, and Dr
Williams.
“At the outset of the pandemic, we had to make the necessary,
but difficult decision to ban large public gatherings and strongly
advise physical distancing with everyone except immediate household members,” said Premier Ford. “As the public health trends
improve and our collective efforts start to pay off, we’re now able
to take another step forward today by allowing families and their
loved ones to reunite and spend time with one another safely
through social circles.” Social circle should follow these guidelines:
• Start with your current circle: the people you live with or
who regularly come into your household;
• If your current circle is under ten people, you can add members to your circle, including those from another household,
family members or friends;
• Get agreement from everyone that they will join the circle;
• Keep your social circle safe; maintain physical distancing
with anyone outside of your circle; and,
• Be true to your circle. No one should be part of more than
one circle.
The rules for social circles are different from the proposed expansion of social gatherings from five to ten people. Social gatherings can be any ten people from outside your household, but
where physical distancing of at least two metres should be main-

ith the lockdown resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic, Indo Caribbean World
has revamped and upgraded our website at: www.indocaribbeanworld.com.

tained. For example, the expansion of social gatherings
enables individuals and families to enjoy the company of
others at backyard barbeques
and picnics in neighbourhood parks, while respecting
physical distancing advice.
On the other hand, social
circles will enable Ontarians
Premier Doug Ford
to enjoy close contact with
members of their circle. This could include hugging, carpooling, enjoying a patio, and sharing a meal without staying two
metres apart. Ontarians should avoid close-contact activities
with anyone outside of their circle if they are unable to maintain
physical distancing. Social circles will also bring back supports
from people outside of their household who can now help with
children, seniors, or those in need.
While physical distancing does not need to be practised between members of the same social circle, other public health advice, including frequent hand-washing, should be maintained.
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This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.
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Editorial

Forward only, Guyana

I

n a landmark decision on June 16, GECOM Chair,
Retired Justice Claudette Singh, requested that Chief
Election Officer, Keith Lowenfield, prepare a report to
ascertain the results of the March 2, 2020 elections.
At the end of a gruelling 33-day vote recount, the PPP/
Civic emerged with a clear lead, with the preliminary results putting the party ahead with over 230,000 votes. With
this unofficial lead, the PPP/C has taken 33 seats in the Parliament, along with the presidency.
On the other hand, the APNU+AFC’s count was just
over 217,000 votes, which gives it 31 seats. One seat went to
a list of joining parties, the LJP, ANUG, and TNM.
The total number of votes cast nationally was 456,628, in
what should go down in Guyana’s recent history as one of
its most contentious and difficult general elections.
Over three and a half months following a most difficult
national poll, Singh’s long-overdue request to Lowenfield
now paves the way for the PPP/C, and its presidential candidate Irfaan Ali, now President-Elect, to form Guyana’s
next government.
It has not been an easy journey since Guyana started
taking steps forward on the road to democracy. For it to
have finally arrived at the point where Singh has requested
preparation of the election report has taken tremendous
fortitude from all Guyanese, both at home and in the diaspora. It has also caused sleeplessness, anxiety, and uncertainty over Guyana’s future.
Remarkably, the rocky timeline leading to the 33-day
vote recount took over a year and a half. It started on December 21, 2018, when in a dramatic, no-confidence vote,
the ruling APNU+AFC government was blind-sided and
subsequently toppled from power.
According to Guyana’s Constitution, the December 21
fall of the government should have triggered general elections three months later. However, this did not occur; instead, in the first of many backward steps, general elections
was not held until more than a year later, on March 2, 2020.
In what was APNU+AFC lifting itself out of an unanticipated parliamentary downfall, its reconstitution as a
soundly-thrashed political entity saw emergence of the
rawest construct from straw, the party rising out of the
ashes of defeat with a determination to hold on to power
for as long as possible. It did so for over a year and a half.
In its flimsy standing as a straw-based, caretaker government, APNU+AFC confronted the valid, no-confidence
vote, and the unequivocal direction of Guyana’s Constitution, using flawed, sophistic logic. Incredibly, this rejected
government had the temerity to question what constituted
a majority vote.
It was a remarkable and twisted Orwellian deployment.
The humiliated, defeated APNU+AFC government sought
to thwart the Constitutional requirement to go to the
polls within three months following a no-confidence vote
through delay, and buying time, by using the courts.
APNU+AFC’s faulty long-division in its feigned inability to perform simple arithmetic divided the nation. It then
multiplied its divisive push-backs, which in the year and a
half before Singh’s call for the election report, took Guyana
many steps back from its forward, democratic momentum.
It was nothing less than humiliating for fledgling Guyana to come into the focus of nations as the US, the UK,
Canada, the OAS, and its Caricom neighbours. The spectre
of international sanctions became possible. The possibility
also existed that autocratic rule, divide and conquer tactics,
and rigged elections, hallmarks of the pre-1992 era, were
once again a palpable reality.
Guyanese at home, and in the diaspora, are wary of
returning to the hardships left behind in 1992. Guyana
today is in a much better place than it was in 1992: there
is a promising glow ahead for reconstruction through its
supportive, enabling diaspora; the unfolding potential in
new-found petroleum wealth has only recently started its
promising revenue inflow.
Guyanese are weary with anxiety, and wary of its toxic,
autocratic past. The path for Guyana now can only be a return to its interrupted, forward momentum.
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In 1903, James Vardaman, contesthe Preamble to the American
ing the Governorship of Mississippi,
Declaration of Independence
referring to the State constitution,
states, “We hold these truths
gloated, “There is no use to equivocate
to be self-evident, that all men are
Second of 3 parts; the previous article traced
or lie about the matter.... Mississippi’s
created equal, that they are endowed
early American handling of race issues.
constitutional convention of 1890 was
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit held for no other purpose than to eliminate the [n-word] from
politics. Not the ‘ignorant and vicious’, …but the [n-word]...
of Happiness.”
This excluded no one! Yet, on confronting slavery, Thomas Let the world know it just as it is... In Mississippi we have in
Jefferson, a lead author of the Declaration, later US ambassador our constitution legislated against the racial peculiarities of the
Negro. When that device fails, we will resort to
to France, wrote, “I advance it… as a suspicion
something else...If it is necessary, every Negro in
only, that the Africans, whether originally a disMohan
the state will be lynched.” He won the election.
tinct race, or made distinct by time and circumIn 1913, President Wilson adopted segregation;
stances, are inferior to the whites in the endowRagbeer
in 1917, Congress passed the Asiatic Barred Zone
ments both of body and of mind.”
Act almost as a supplement to the 1882 Chinese
But he defended Aborigines, impressed that
Virginian tribes “never submitted themselves to any laws, any Exclusion Act, putting barriers to immigration by non-white
coercive power, any shadow of government” due to their “moral settlers, and denying them citizenship.
As in America with Natives, so in Africa, Australia, New Zeasense of right and wrong”, and later wrote, “I believe the Indian
then to be in body and mind equal to the white man”, and ad- land, India etc., white invaders with superior armaments seized
vocated intermarriage between natives and whites! Americans, the best lands and economies, and declared “Whites only” imhowever, had already turned against their indigenous benefactors, migration policies, and decimated natives. Cecil Rhodes in 1887
with astonishing venom, in serial wars, whole tribes disappearing told the Cape Town House of Assembly, “…the native is to be
from east of the Mississippi River, followed by expulsion of the treated as a child and denied the franchise. We must adopt a sysrest to infertile reserves, west of the river, their resources looted, tem of despotism in our relations with the barbarians of South
Africa”! In less oratorical moments, he announced: “I prefer land
their food and economy constricted, and health compromised.
The demonising of non-white peoples increased; slavery was to [n-word]”.
By now the video of a white American policeman killing a
maintained, Blacks abused, denied citizenship and rights to testify in court, the US Supreme Court declaring that “Negroes”, black citizen in Minneapolis must have been seen worldwide
whether free or enslaved, are not citizens. Chief Justice Taney in by everyone with a cellphone or television. This crime became
1857 asserted that they had “no rights which any white man is known in all its viciousness because someone was alert enough
to record the encounter. Protests have followed worldwide. The
bound to respect”.
The Civil war ended slavery, and 14th amendment of 1868 common slogan was “Black Lives Matter”. This was not the first
guaranteed equal rights to all; Blacks became citizens, but despite mass complaint of police excesses, nor the last: a new one has
the promise, the south reacted with segregation (Jim Crow), le- just happened in Atlanta.
Cold War America was punctuated by them; and non-white
gally making Blacks inferior to whites in every way, with denial
or restriction of all services, including voting, and right of pub- leaders killed, some, like Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, and
lic assembly; these were enforced by fear, violence, and rewards. Patrice Lumumba openly. The trick is to convince American
As if Jim Crow was not enough, Britain’s Rudyard Kipling ad- lawmen that Black Lives do matter. Until then the American hovanced white racism (the White Man’s Burden), saying of one locaust will continue, already claiming over a hundred million
Indian heroine that she was would have been perfect, had she lives, hardly mourned by this Christian continent, while Jews
have parlayed their travail by Hitler into a lucrative industry.
been white! (This doctrine still informs many Indians today).
Controversy is food for politicians, Trump pronouncing that
The St Louis, MO World’s Fair showcased American racism and eugenics, which, as noted earlier, had blossomed in cultural clashes are good for his re-election campaign!
(To be continued)
America.

US Racism

Dogged by questions of unsavoury leadership

A

younger playmate we grew up with back home was already standing out, even as he was outstanding, and was
showing growing capability at an early age he would
make his way in the world.
It was evident he would not allow himself to be nothing. Already, he was braver than his younger playmates.
He was thrusting ahead, physically pushing us
Romeo
aside with his leaner, lankier build, those long,
Kaseram
spidery legs out-pacing us during the 100-meter
dash, mostly from a bad-dog charge after a boyhood fruit-run had gone sideways.
In my time dogs were not engineered to be a manageable size,
and lovingly complex, as a low-caloric hot-dog bun. Perhaps
with my memory now helped along with spoons of Metamucil
imagination, I am recalling that back in those days, dogs came
in bulkier sizes.
There was the progressively evolutionary version, which
was fearsome enough for a young boy of my build who was encountering early difficulty growing upwards, and away from the
ground.
It meant on those really bad days, when a sweet and ripened
fruit-tree raid suddenly turned sour as a lime, I could find myself staring, with an accompanying sinking feeling, and due to
my shorter legs, at eye level into the suspicious glare of a guard
dog that was all snout, sniff, and snarl.
Then there was the highly-evolved specimen, its menace
foaming with froth, fraught with muscularity, and armoured like
a rhinoceros with thick, overlapping folds of roti-dough.
This version packing ferocity came with its own pre-recorded, monastic chant – an accompanying Gregorian growl that
progressively pitched lower, from baritone to a deeper, vibrating
bass. Its descending warning exited from a capacious, resonating snout that was tightly packed with overlapping canines the
size of ochroes, each sharp and pointed with the accusation of
praedial theft.
Back then, fruits “coming-in”, which was our way of saying
“fruition”, were our birthright and entitlement. This was our domain, a tropical landscape in the season of our boyhoods. Each
iridescent copy of the sun’s radiance painted onto the skins of
mangoes, yellow plums, a fruity purple-haze, sugared oranges,
was not meant to be distant and unreachable to our covetous
eyes, but a privilege for our hands only.
It was all for picking, and merely fingertips away, the lowhanging fruit of our ripening boyhood unchecked by grasping
questions of adult proprietorship.
Each of us is born with a fading memory of Eden; even as we
scream with our first intake of breath, the utopia of the womb

fades away. The more we breathe, the further utopia recedes, until what is left is a memory of its radiance, at times recalled when
the corner of an eye glimpses a burst of purple tattooed onto the
skin of a star apple canvas.
This is how we reclaimed the lack we constantly felt with the
growing distance between Eden and our fingertips. We were a rat-pack of ‘Misérables’ in the eyes
of the possessive landowners, cultivators of seasons of fruitfulness, holding close to bosoms matured fruits of the sun, drawing sharp, territorial
lines in the sand between adulthood ownership
and communal, boyhood reach.
We were a brigade of the four ‘Ps’: Pelt, Pick, Pack, and Pursue, despite the strategic, authoritarian placement of the hounds
of fear, intimidation, the barbed wires of policed dissuasion.
We barely outran the charge of the heavy dog-brigade with
our reflex of flight. It was times like these when our younger colleague pushed us out of the way, racing ahead with speed, cunning, and craft, the devilish hounds take the hindmost.
These were early signs he was heading for a longer run of
success in our highly imbalanced world. He had arrived with
lengthier, spidery-legs, and was becoming even stouter, fed
morning, noon, and night by a doting matriarch.
For his delight and enlarging appetites, she ladled heaping
mounds of rice-and-dhal, pigeon-peas and parathas onto his
palate and his plate; she rolled out rotis, round, rotund, and thick
as manhole covers.
He was cavalier among us, as daring as a pirate, a conquistador with assessing eyes constantly on look-out for the lowhanging fruit of Inca empires. He was powered with a pulsing,
electric current, even before electricity arrived in our houses,
singing with danger on wires strung between ramrod-straight
trunks of stripped, teak poles.
He spirited us away into confrontations with the fruits of
temptation. A true child of the decaying landscape, he was the
archetypal protagonist in the stories told to us at night by parents not wanting to entertain, but to frighten and control, so we
would not cross over to the dark side.
There was the tale of the evil spirit, imperfectly formed as a
child, feet turned backwards; yet despite this deformity, it would
lead us unerringly and irretrievably into the depths of a consuming rainforest. In another telling, a marauding conquistador,
who nourished with ill-intent, prowled the fields of sugar canes,
waiting to pounce, stealing us away, our bodies eviscerated and
fed to race-horses.
There are days when I wonder about this young man: who did
he grow into, and the nation he now leads.
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Rodney’s WPA has left its high standards behind
Dear Editor:
and I were responsible for fund-raising, while
The Working People’s Alliance marked the Kidackie Amsterdam and I were responsible for
40th anniversary since its leader Walter Rodney upgrading the WPA’s facilities in Queenstown,
was killed on June 13. A Commission of Inqui- and the preparation and distribution of the Parry found that he was murdered at the hands of ty’s paper Dayclean.
the PNC and its agents. I was the WPA’s CounBoth from my knowledge and observasel along with Moses
tion, the WPA has
Bhagwan (in absentia)
departed from the
and took my instruchigh standards with
tions from Tacuma
which it has always
Ogunseye,
Jocelyn
been associated – a
Dow, Dr David Hinds,
party of high prinDesmond
Trotman,
ciples.
Eusi Kwayana, and to a
Having
played
lesser extent Dr Rupert
a major role in the
Roopnaraine.
weakening and the
Despite the passage
eventual downfall
of more than 30 years,
of the Burnham
the evidence provided
dictatorship,
the
to me was no less comWPA has spent the
pelling or riveting. In
last five years prachis evidence, Oguntising some of the
seye told the COI that
very evils for
Burnham was prepared
which so many
not to lose power at all
of its rank and
costs, and that he was
file valiantly
“prepared to do anyfought the dicthing to maintain that
tatorship. Unpower”. As the French
fortunately, no
would say, “plus ca
sooner was it
change……”
given executive
There were stopower than it
ries of photographs
willingly acof these persons and
cepted the diChristopher Ram with Walter Rodney (inset)
their cars featuring
rection that it
in a PNC issued Recognition Handbook; of should use its ministry (Education) and DeRoopnaraine and Nigel Westmaas having to partment (SOCU) to find jobs for its supportseek shelter from Burnham’s goons in the cane ers as the AFC was doing at Public Infrastrucfields of West Demerara; of Burnham mock- ture and Information.
ingly promising to send Rodney to the OlymIn exchanging its principles for power, it
pics for outrunning those same goons; of Burn- willingly accepted disrespect and indignities
ham’s wicked plot to recruit Gregory Smith to from Granger, who refused to practise power
kill Rodney, and then sending Smith by GDF sharing in his Coalition, leaving the likes of Daplane to French Guiana; of the opportunistic vid Hinds and Clive Thomas to fret continually.
issue of passports by the Immigration Depart- Despite Roopnaraine’s contribution of the best
ment; of the attempted public murder of lead- speeches in the 2015 election campaign, the
ing member Dr Josh Ramsammy in which a top WPA accepted the rejection of Roopnaraine’s
PNC strongman still with us was named by the appointment to the Environment Ministry on
WPA; and of the killings by Burnham’s police spurious grounds. I know this, because I was a
of leading WPA members including Ohene Ko- witness to those grumblings.
ama and Edward Dublin. Incidentally I borrow
As time went by, the WPA became tolerant
the term “goon” from the WPA’s official publi- of corruption, incompetence, and wastage on
cation Dayclean.
a scale unprecedented in Guyana. It witnessed
But the WPA was not cowed, and the cour- the rapid decline of GuySuCo caused partly by
age of Andaiye, Bonita Bone, Dow, Karen De the Granger administration’s failure to follow
Souza, Hinds, Ogunseye and Roopnaraine, and the recommendations of a CoI, of which Clive
hundreds of unsung heroes, employed and un- Thomas was a co-Chair and author of a major
employed, academics and labourers, men and section of the report. It remained silent. Egrewomen, young and old, all risking their lives giously, the “Doctor” party appeared incapable
for democracy, for Rodney, for each other and of calculating the majority of 65 – all because of
for Guyana, will long be remembered. When its embrace of jobs and perks.
Burnham thought he had covered all the tracks
I must say this: I have not heard of any accuit was a simple woman – Pamela Beharry – who sations of financial improprieties being levelled
exposed the plot. “It was the best of times and against the party members in government. On
the worst of times”, as Dickens said.
the other hand, none including Clive Thomas
I played a minor role in the WPA from 1986 and Rupert Roopnaraine, both famous for their
to 2016, but was invited to meetings of the Ex- intellectual prowess, has stood out for compeecutive of the Party. For several elections I was tence or outstanding performance. Dr Maurice
associated with fundraising for the WPA and Odle as Chairman of NICIL is another longfor the 2015 elections specifically, Maurice Odle standing member, and he will find it difficult

Biodiversity as life’s foundation
Dear Editor:
It is adequately clear that the recent events
— from bush fires in Brazil, the US, and Australia — to locust infestations across East Africa, demonstrate the interdependence of humans and the webs of life, in which they exist.
The foods we eat, the air we breathe, the
water we drink, and the climate that make our
planet habitable all come from nature.
Biodiversity is the foundation that supports
all life on land and below water. It affects every
aspect of human health, providing clean air and
water, nutritious foods, scientific understand-

ing and medicine sources, natural disease resistance, and climate change mitigation.
Changing, or removing one element of this
web affects the entire life system and can produce negative consequences.
Our nature has been adversely affected by
human actions, including deforestation, encroachment on wildlife habitats, intensified
agriculture, and acceleration of climate change.
We should manage biodiversity and avoid
severe implications for humanity, including the
collapse of food and health systems.
Handsen Chikowore via e-mail
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to escape responsibility for the many failures of
NICIL, which bears a large share of the blame
for GuySuCo’s near demise.
The women of the WPA were always a formidable set of individuals including Andaiye, Bonita, Vanda and Danuta Radzik, and Karen De
Souza, and individually and collectively made a
tremendous contribution to the Party.
It might be an overstatement to say they were
a balancing influence in the WPA, but it does appear that their departure many years ago weakened the Party. This was exacerbated by the departure from Guyana of a whole coterie of the
Party’s leadership. including Kwayana, Moses
Bhagwan, Rohit Kanhai, and Nigel Westmaas. I
recall driving up to Buxton to pick up Kwayana
the morning he left Guyana and of his dissatisfaction with Ogunseye’s role in relation to the violence that had erupted on the lower East Coast.
A movement that was once famous for its
values and Rodneyite principles is now deeply
involved in the attempt to rig the 2020 elections.
It has been silent on the attempt by the Region 4
Returning Officer to rig the elections in favour
of the APNU, of which the WPA was at one time
the second largest party.
Judging by their public roles, the leading active members of the Party are Desmond Trotman, Tacuma Ogunseye, and David Hinds. The
first holds the PNC line in GECOM, Ogunseye
remains committed to the romantic notion of a
liberation struggle, and Hinds’ dismissal of elections moves him sharply away from the WPA’s
embrace of multicultural relationships and free
and fair elections, and closer to the promotion of
an increasingly strident brand of African rights.
Hinds as a political commentator and agitator can benefit from his other role – that of an
academic. He should do some additional reading on democracy and elections, and I strongly
recommend to him Staffan Lindberg’s book
Democracy and Elections in Africa, a passage

Hera Nandlal

of which was cited in a recent Malawi elections
petition case.
This is what Lindberg said: “While there are
many views on what democracy is – or ought to
be — a common denominator among modern
democracies is elections … But elections are also
and more importantly an institutionalised attempt to actualise (sic) the essence of democracy:
rule of the people by the people. Every modern
definition of representative democracy includes
participatory and contested elections perceived as
the legitimate procedure for the translation of the
rule by the people into workable executive and
legislative power…”.
The WPA in the pre-democracy era propounded and embraced as a foundational principle People’s Power, which must surely recognise the will of the people expressed in their vote.
Hinds wants to reject that vote – to destroy
the ballot boxes. He wants power sharing but refused to engage me on a Globespan programme
on his definition of power-sharing. Hinds, who
is seen as a leading WPA spokesperson, must
recognise that Rodney’s party’s power sharing
call arose in a pre-democracy era. The WPA subsequently supported inclusionary democracy in
Articles 13 and 149 C of the Constitution.
What WPA’s spokespersons, including Hinds,
are now advocating is the abandonment of these
Articles, so that their party can stay in power
– by any means necessary, to use Ogunseye’s
words – as Burnham did from 1968 to 1985.
And just as an afterthought, this powersharing call by Hinds and his colleagues only
arose because the vote count showed his Coalition as losing the elections as confirmed by
the recount. There are some truths that the
WPA seems to want to avoid. That is not what
Rodney stood for, and was killed for. The WPA
should let him rest in peace. I fail to see how
they can now celebrate him.
Christopher Ram via email
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Mixed signals from David Granger
to undermine his authority and embarrass him
Dear Editor:
Dr Ian McDonald, a Sunday columnist with in the eyes of his CARICOM counterparts?
We also see APNU+AFC supporters and
the Stabroek News who has rarely written on
Guyana’s politics, must have been thoroughly officials abusing US Ambassador, Sarah-Ann
peeved to take the unusual step to pen his ar- Lynch, among others, and accusing her and her
ticle ‘Something rotten in the State’ (Stabroek government of meddling in Guyana’s internal
News, May 10, 2020). In his article he ques- affairs for simply speaking the truth. This is unpardonable considering the US’s
tions: “Why does the President
role through the International
not lead the way in restoring
Republican Institute in helping
at least something of Guyana’s
APNU+AFC to win the 2015
shattered regional and interelection, and Brian Hunt, then
national reputation? Why does
Chargé d’Affaires, US Embassy,
he put up with the stalling and
in defending the victory against
obfuscation, which is destroying
protests by the PPP. Granger's
our democracy and prospects?”
silence in not defending AmbasSince the publication of that arsador Lynch or her government is
ticle, Granger has himself joined
even more noteworthy when one
his party officials in questioning
considers the close relation he
the credibility of the election
shared with the US government
process, although earlier he had
even before entering politics. He
declared the elections to be free
David Granger
is a 2000 alumnus and former adand fair.
Stabroek News’ Editorial of June 8, 2020, ‘De- junct professor of the US William J. Perry Center
clare the recount result’ has now provided the For Hemispheric Defense Studies, a key instituanswer to McDonald’s very pertinent questions. tion of the US Government, and in 2015 he was
The editorial notes, “True to form, Guyana’s a speaker at the Center's graduation ceremony:
caretaker President since December 21st 2018 https://www.ndu.edu/News/Article-View/Arhas offered his own jaundiced version of the re- ticle/611531/president-of-guyana-david-grangercount of votes from the March 2nd general elec- speaks-at-perry-center-cdsc-graduation-ceremo/.
Further, we note the General Secretary of
tions. In an address on June 6th to the nation,
Mr David Granger said two things which have APNU, the most powerful minister in Grangextinguished the last vestiges of plausible deni- er’s administration, retained a US law firm to
ability over who should be held accountable for lobby US politicians and government officials,
the incumbent APNU+AFC’s tawdry attempt to with documents filed with US authorities
defy the will of the people as expressed on poll- claiming the firm was to act on behalf of the
ing day. Mr Granger must now be seen as the Guyana government. Subsequently, after local
conductor of this cacophony of bewildering and uproar, this claim was amended to indicate the
lobbying would be on behalf of APNU. Worse
unfounded claims about the elections.”
Granger's actions since the No Confidence yet, Granger is identified in these documents as
Vote of December, 2018 leave one with the a US citizen, a point he has vehemently denied.
impression that he is either a weak leader, or The obvious question is: how has Granger, leadhe is complicit with the actions of his party’s er of APNU and caretaker President, allowed
officials, or both. With reference to the NCV, this situation to occur?
With a second CARICOM team finally althere was no need to have had this matter taken through the courts and have the Caribbean lowed to scrutinise the vote recount, as the proCourt of Justice admonishing counsels for the cess neared completion, APNU+AFC officials
APNU+AFC that commonsense informs 33 became more and more strident with unproven
is the majority in a 65 seat parliament. In fact, claims of fraud on Election day. This is in spite
the ruling of the local court, which caused this of the fact that all international and local obmatter to reach the CCJ, will forever remain an servers commended the process as being free
and fair. Moreover, there was no dissenting
embarrassment to Guyanese.
In relation to the March 2 elections, we see voice from the thousands of APNU+AFC scruGranger inviting international observers to wit- tineers who were present at polling stations to
ness the process. When these eminent individu- verify the authenticity of each voter by comparals saw the now infamous Clairmont Mingo ing each person to his/her photograph on file
fiddling with the numbers, and called him out, before the person could vote. Sadly, Granger
APNU+AFC’s Foreign Minister threatened to has now joined the bandwagon with these baserevoke their credentials. Yet Granger remained less claims.
It is unfortunate that a person who came to
silent on their treatment. This is akin to someone
inviting eminent guests into a home, and then al- power in 2015 with much goodwill from the
lowing the helper to threaten to chase them away. international community and voters who were
Matters got worse. After agreeing with CAR- prepared to eschew voting along racial lines,
ICOM Chairperson, Barbadian Prime Minister squandered a glorious opportunity to make
Mia Mottley, to send a CARICOM team to Guyana a better place for all its citizens. The
oversee the recount agreed to by him and the votes recount shows that Granger and his Coleader of the Opposition, with the arrival of the alition lost the trust of the majority of Guyateam members, a candidate on his party’s list nese. Yet, APNU leaders seem determined
petitioned the court for a stay of the recount. to hold on to power. The next few weeks will
The lawyer representing the petitioner was an- reveal whether Guyana remains a democracy,
other member of his team. How could Granger, or become a pariah nation with unimaginable
a man who once held top posts in the Guyana consequences to its citizens.
Harry Hergash, Toronto
Defense Force, allow subordinates on his team

Yes to peaceful protests, no to mob rule
Dear Editor:
It is difficult, unreal, and heart-wrenching to
look at how George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis by a police officer. Quite rightly, the
members of the police force who participated
in this terrible tragedy should be held accountable to the law for their actions.
While there were peaceful protests following
Floyd’s death, there were also episodes of mayhem and anarchy in different parts of the US.
It showed us what a misguided mob can do by
their actions.
Burning down businesses, destroying property, and rampant looting are neither going to
help the objectives of the protesters, nor bring

instant change to the status quo. It might very
well work against them.
Those people who engaged in the destruction of property need to give more thought
to their actions, especially to the job losses it
would cause. Such violence during protests
is very likely to backfire on the same working
class people who were lining up for food parcels
all over the US due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Mob rule can never be healthy for a society.
We must learn from these episodes in the US
whenever we think about setting tires on fire,
and blocking roads with debris in our homelands when we protest and show dissent.
Linda Dass via e-mail
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Ensure basement apartments are up to code

O

ver 230,000 basement apartments are in Ontario but most of
them are not up to current building code. Many owners are not
aware of the risk involved when renting their basements. I recall an
incident where a tenant had slipped and fallen and then sued the landlord.
The insurance company voided the landlord’s insurance policy because the
apartment was not up to code and the landlord had not informed the insurance company that the basement was being rented. The landlord paid out
of pocket for over half a million dollars as settlement.
Basement apartments provide benefits for both the homeowner and the
tenant. The extra income will assist to pay down the current mortgage or act
as a supplementary income for the owner. An average two-bedroom basement apartment will fetch about $1,350 per month, which will cover mortgage payments for about $300,000. Tenants can find affordable accommodation as well. These secondary suites also provide companionship and
assistance for owner. An elderly couple, for example, may choose a tenant
who can assist in lawn care and snow removal for a reduce rent.
A rental suite will add value to the property; however, if that is not disclosed to the insurance company then the owner could be under-insured.
With a rental suite, more people will be living in the property, and the risk
will be greater. Owners should increase their risk portion on the policy. The
insurance company works under the assumption that the rental suite is built
to code, and if is not up to code, then they can void your insurance policy
and you are left unprotected.
In the event of a complaint, the city’s inspector and the fire department
will inspect the property to determine if the apartment will be allowed. If it
can, then, they will request that the owner retrofit it to continue the current
use or to convert it back to a single-family home. If the owner refuses, they
can be fined up to $25,000 per offence.
To retrofit the suite, the owner will have to complete an application for
registration along with a non-refundable finding fee, a survey and a site
plan of the home showing existing structures, driveways and boundaries of
the property. The owner must provide a current and a proposed floor plan
stamped by an engineer or architect licensed in Ontario.
All basement apartments must meet the Ontario building code standards
to be approved. The code requires that there must be only one apartment in
the basement. Some of the essentials are as follows: the rental suite must be
smaller than the main dwelling and it must have two exits. Fire separation
between the units and interconnected smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors must be installed within each unit and all shared areas. The furnace room requires special fire rated drywall or a fire sprinkler system. The
bathroom and the kitchen fans must be vented separately to the outside. The
entrance door to the suite must be 1.75-inch solid wood or metal and have
a self-closing mechanism.
Before any construction work is to begin, a building permit is needed
from the local municipality, and all the work to be done by certified trade
persons. The city inspector will inspect the job at different stages of construction. After construction, the city’s fire, gas, and electrical company will
conduct a final inspection before you can rent.
A retrofitted apartment will add value to the property. The tenant will live
in a safe place and the owner will be protected in the event of an accident.
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Political uncertainty places Guyana’s future at risk
A National Development Strategy should be in place as a roadmap

G

uyana’s uncertain political future has sidelined develop- determine progress and might have to be adjusted to take into
ment planning in the country. In spite of an abundance account changing domestic and international conditions which
of oil wealth, the failure so far to determine the outcome might have a bearing on expected outcomes. One of the failures
of the country’s March 2 general elections has put the country’s of past plans is that measurement was weak or non-existent,
future at risk.
leading to questionable accountability for various initiatives.
In fact, although the opposition PPP/C won the majority of
Though outdated, Guyana’s existing NDS, which was presentvotes following a CARICOM supervised vote recount, the cur- ed by the late Cheddi Jagan in January 1997 shortly before his
rent caretaker APNU-AFC government is
death, is indeed a comprehensive document
dragging its feet on accepting the results, gar– but like the country’s FCH plan, is merely a
nering widespread criticisms from the interdocument on paper.
Dwarka
national community. This widely anticipated
While the NDS could be used as a base for
action further exacerbates the scope for the
a new strategy, the government may want to
Lakhan
country to engage in any planning initiatives.
make significant changes to align with its poShould the dispute over the results belitical orientation, rendering the document
come extended, the country risks facing inworthless. That said, opportunities to develternational sanctions which will add to its planning woes.
op the country might have changed over time, especially with
The truth is, the country has never really engaged in formal new-found oil wealth.
development planning since becoming independent. But with
Nonetheless, the NDS can serve as a starting point for the crethe potential for reduced dependency on aid to fund its develop- ation of a new plan, allowing whichever government in power to
ment as a result of oil revenues, development
use it as a guide to move the country forward.
planning has become a necessity.
A few other factors come into play. The sugPolitical uncertainty, though, appears to be
ar industry, a key feature of the 1997 NDS is
the major roadblock because prioritization of
now dead and the government might very well
development initiatives has historically been
have access to substantially more funds than
the subject of the whims and fancies of the
any other government as a result of oil.
government in power.
Plus, the priorities of the incoming governAlthough the International Monetary Fund
ment would naturally be different, not only due
(IMF) has recommended that the country preto a different political agenda, but also as a repare a national development plan, it does not
sult of the changing dynamics of the country
appear that any concrete action has been taken.
which demand new approaches to economic
The truth is: whatever long-term goals the
and social realities.
government has for Guyana, it would seem
With the ability to potentially self-fund its
prudent for it to prioritize them and determine
development, the government could embark
what strategies must be put in place to achieve
on projects that were not possible in the past.
them – taking into consideration the resources
The country’s dependence on external funding
required to achieve such goals, including its Dr Cheddi Jagan... the last
will also be greatly reduced.
NDS was prepared under
excess oil revenues.
Arguably, Guyanese professionals are best
Put simply, though a policy document from his administration in 1997
equipped to prepare a national development
an operational standpoint, the plan would be like a roadmap for plan. While the use of foreign experts might be feasible, they are
the country to get to its destination, recognizing that there could not necessarily always familiar with the nuances of the country
be speedbumps, potholes and detours along the way. Without and often simply regurgitate what they are told by their local
it, the government would never know when the country would counterparts – making their input worthless. This has historihave arrived at its destination, leaving scope for ad hoc deci- cally been a major shortcoming of foreign consultants because
sions, corrupt practices and discontentment if resources are they are not dedicated to the success of the local country.
perceived to be inappropriately or inefficiently allocated – that
Yet some foreign consultants are too afraid to offer critical
is, without a publicly known plan. Goals identified by the plan assessments while others cannot take criticisms, largely due to
must be realistic and measurable, rather than being ad hoc.
a lack of field experience. In most instances, these consultants
Regardless of the government’s objectives, the bottom line is want to remain in favor with the government of the country,
that the plan should not be based on political whims and fancies, simply taking directions rather than offering technical input. In
like the empty 1972-1976 Feed, Clothes and House (FCH) slo- such cases, they are professionally unqualified or unprepared for
gan which was born out of political ambition. Instead, develop- their roles.
ment planning must involve a thorough analysis of the strengths
On the other hand, foreign consultants are sometimes not
and weaknesses of the economy as well as its comparative and provided with sufficient guidance by local officials who see them
competitive advantages and opportunities which the country as experts who should know what they are doing. But as Dudley
can leverage.
Seers of Yale University pointed out almost 50 years ago in “Why
It must be developed through broad-based consultation and Visiting Economists Fail” (Journal of Political Economy, August
make adequate use of technical experts, whenever necessary, who 1962) – a point that still holds today, experts “available for posts
are knowledgeable about the unique circumstances of Guyana.
in underdeveloped countries are often people who have not sucTypically, the plan must provide a comprehensive overview ceeded in finding satisfactory niches at home.” Seers also points
of the economy, set policy direction for economic growth, and out that some economists are also handcuffed by ideological beidentify strategies, programs, and projects to promote social and liefs and very often make recommendations about strategies apeconomic development over a defined long-term period, typi- plicable to developed countries instead of developing strategies
cally five to 10 years or more. It must also identify the potential unique to the local economy.
execution risks; as well as being flexible enough to allow for
Incidentally, Guyana has had extensive experience attemptvarying shortfalls or target overruns.
ing to implement programs which have been successful in deThe targets of the plan must be periodically measured to veloped countries, largely due to “tied aid” – which hopefully
wouldn’t be the case if it can largely self-fund its development.
Most such programs do not take into consideration the unique
State of the Art
circumstances and comparative advantages of the country.
Perhaps the most important point Seers made of visiting economists is that they remain fundamentally loyal to their own country or organization instead of the government they are advising.
The recommendations of these experts are directly correlated
to the benefits to be derived by their country of origin – ranging
from sales of supplies and equipment, use of technical services,
training, etc. Fortunately, Guyana could be in a position to call
the shots because it would not be dependent on tied aid.
The reality is: Guyanese experts know their country best. Barring
political influence, they should either create the national
We will beat any written quote Best Price Guaranteed
development plan and only use foreign experts, if necessary.
At the end of the day, if a national development plan is not
in the making, it is necessary for the government to act now to
ensure that it has one to guide the country’s development. Otherwise, the country could be embarking on a journey without a
roadmap, periodically changing course, and never arriving at its
38 Thornmount Dr, Unit 16, Scarborough, ON
imaginary destination.
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Guyana’s 2nd oil cargo
revenue down US$20m
Georgetown – Guyana has received US$35 million for
the second of the five lifts of one million barrels of oil that
it is entitled to this year, a figure that is about US$20 million less than what it received for its first cargo due to a drop
world market prices.
“The Natural Resource Fund was last Thursday credited
with US$35,063,582.06. This represents payment by Shell
Western Supply and Trading Limited for Guyana’s second
lift,” the Ministry of Finance confirmed in a statement.
The Ministry of Finance said that the total holdings of the Natural Resources Fund as at June 11, 2020 is
US$94,921,803.00.
While it is unclear the
per barrel price that this
country’s partners in the
Stabroek Block – Esso Exploration Production Limited (EEPGL), CNOOC and
Hess – received on their last
lift, the US$35 per barrel
price is the exact breakeven
cost for the Liza Phase 1
project, according to Hess’
John Hess
calculations.
Chief Executive Officer of the Hess Corporation John
Hess in February had listed the breakeven cost for Liza
Phase-1 at US$35/barrel. “The breakeven cost of the recently started giant offshore field in Guyana is currently
$35/bl Brent and is set to fall further,” he had told the Argus
Americas Crude Summit in
Houston, Texas.
Guyana’s expected revenue from oil is projected
to be lower due to the plummeting oil prices on the
world market.
Guyana is entitled to five
cargoes or five million barrels of oil this year as part
of its profit share agreement
with ExxonMobil and its
partners, in addition to the
Mark Bynoe
2 per cent royalty on all production in the Stabroek Block.
According to Article 11.2 of the Petroleum Agreement
for the Stabroek Block, in any month during which crude
is produced and sold, a maximum of 75 per cent of crude
produced net of losses and operations can be allocated to
permissible recoverable costs incurred by the contractor.
This volume of crude is referred to as cost oil. The remaining crude is referred to as
profit oil and is to be split
equally between the contractor and government.
The Department of Energy is responsible for overseeing the sale of the country’s share of oil and it has
sold the first three cargoes
to Shell Western Supply and
Trading Limited and is now
looking for a marketer for
the other cargoes.
Deedra Moe
When it sold its first cargo
in February of this year, it received US$55 million. Then in
late May it received a deposit of US$4.9 million for royalties.
Department of Energy Director Dr. Mark Bynoe has
said that royalties would be paid on gross production and
had pointed to the Natural Resources Fund Act, which sets
out the timeframe for payment and management. The payment is to be deposited one month after the first quarter of
every year.
It was expected that Guyana would receive its third one
million barrel crude cargo next month but at the current
production level offshore, due to cuts from 80,000 barrels
per day to 30,000 barrels per day because of flaring precautions, that timeframe would have to be adjusted. The
current production level comes even as it was anticipated
that by the middle of this month production would have
reached Liza-1’s peak 120,000 barrels per day target.
Production at Liza-1 plummeted due to problems with
its compressor equipment offshore and the company committing not to increase flaring above about 15 million cubic
feet of natural gas per day.
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New Chinese owner of Guyana Goldfields comes with a sordid environmental record
Lease cancelled in PNG; fined in China for toxic spill
By Kiana Wilburg (Kaieteur News)
About three months ago, the government of
Papua New Guinea (PNG) refused to renew a
20-year mining lease for Zijin Mining Group,
one of China’s largest state owned companies.
Zijin is part of a joint venture with a local company, Barrick Niugini Limited (BNL) to operate
the coveted Porgera Mine which is an open pit
and underground gold mine located in the Enga
province of PNG. It is the second largest mine in
Papua New Guinea and is regarded as one of the
world’s top ten producing gold mines.
Irrespective of the mine’s contribution to
the national purse, PNG Prime Minister James
Marape has made it clear that he places a higher
value on his people as well as the protection of
his country’s environment, hence his decision to
cancel the 20-year lease on the basis of environmental damage and the social unrest the operations caused. Many villagers protested the operations, stating that it has polluted the water and
created other environmental and social problems, with minimal economic benefits for locals.
The government’s decision infuriated Zijin Mining Group and its partner, BNL. Zijin
wrote the Prime Minister and made it clear that
his actions put at risk the relations Papua New
Guinea enjoys with China which remains its
largest creditor.
International news agency, Reuters had published an extract of the letter that was written
to Marape by Chairman of Zijin’s Board, Chen
Jinghe. The letter said, “As a Chinese enterprise,
Zijin would like to contribute to the existing
good economic, trade, cultural and inter-governmental relations between China and PNG.
However, if Zijin’s investment in Porgera mine
is not properly protected by the PNG government, I am afraid there will be significant nega-

The Porgera Mine, Papua New Guinea
tive impact on the bilateral relations between
China and PNG.”
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs also said
in a statement seen by Reuters that the legitimate interests of Chinese firms have to be effectively protected. Should the government of
Papua New Guinea fail to return the license to
Zijin and its partner, both companies pledged
to bring the full strength of their legal team to
challenge the decision. BNL in particular, committed to going after any financial loss suffered
during this time.
Kaieteur News reported on Sunday last that
Zijin had purchased the cash-strapped Guyana
Goldfields for a whopping C$323M and would
soon be working on the Canadian firm’s Aurora Goldmine. The purchase would be integral
to Zijin’s portfolio after losing the Papua New
Guinea license.
Dongxing Securities Co. Ltd., a Chinese
investment bank and brokerage firm had said
that without the Porgera mine, Zijin’s 2020 gold
production is expected to decline by 37 tons, or
9.3%. (https://www.caixinglobal.com/2020-0429/chinas-zijin-mining-seeks-gold-elsewhere-after-losing-papua-new-guinea-mine-101548312.
html).
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Following extensive research, Kaieteur News
reported finding and publishing in a Sunday
news item that the Chinese state-owned company which will be developing the Guyana
Goldfields’ Aurora Mine, has a horrifying environmental track record.
Numerous international reports note that on
July 3 and July 16, 2010, acid waste had escaped
the company’s copper plant in China’s Fujian
province and contaminated the Ting River. The
accident was said to be the size of the BP deepwater oil spill, one of the largest in the history
of the petroleum industry. The copper plant
manager, deputy manager and head of environment were detained and subsequently sent to
jail because the company waited nine days before revealing the incident.
In 2011, a court in the southeastern Fujian
province ordered the Zijin Mining Group to pay
a criminal fine of USD $4.6 million for the 2.4
million gallon toxic spill that contaminated the
local river and poisoned 2,000 metric tons of
fish, enough to feed 72,000 residents for a year.
As a result of the spill, 210,000 residents of the
area were without potable water and there were
notable increases in cancer cases. (https://steelguru.com/steel/zijin-mining-fined-usd-5-million-for-toxic-spill-at-copper-mine/203663)
In 2010, Reuters had published that a dam at
a tin mine run by a Zijin subsidiary collapsed
during heavy rains, burying a nearby village in
the Guangdong province. The landslide of waste
from the mine left 28 people dead or missing.
Reuters noted that Zijin had run into trouble
with collapsed dams before. Late in 2006, a tailings dam breach at Zijin’s Shuiyindong mine in
Guizhou province dumped cyanide-laced residue into a stream, and forced the mine to close
for months.
Kaieteur News also reported finding that a
mining boom, thanks to the Chinese economy’s
insatiable demand for metals, left the country-
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James Marape, PNG Prime Minister

Chen Jinghe, Chairman of Zijin’s Board
side studded with unsafe tailings dams that liquefied under pounding rains. In the worst such
accident, 276 people were killed when a tailings
dam at an iron mine gave way in Shanxi Province in September, 2008. A similar collapse the
previous month in the same province killed 43
people, but was covered up ahead of the 2008
Olympic Games in Beijing.

GUYANA

Halt Exxon’s operations until flaring is controlled
Activist wants oil giant’s technology to comply with the EPA Act
Georgetown – As ExxonMobil is still ex- in flaring. Additionally, we are capturing lesperiencing compressor problems offshore and sons so we can apply to the Liza Unity and oththe flaring of natural gas continues, attorney er projects moving forward,” Sunday Stabroek
and civil society activist Melinda Janki has reports the company’s Public and Government
called on the EnvironmenAffairs Officer Deedra Moe
tal Protection Agency (EPA)
saying.
to shut down the company’s
“We are doing all we can to
operations and investigate if
repair the equipment safely in
it using the most appropriate
order to complete final comtechnology as is required in
mission of the system. As we
its contract.
have said, we have also re“The EPA should shut
duced crude oil production to
down Esso (Exxon’s subsidlessen the amount of gas being
iary) until (i) Esso has the
flared. ExxonMobil’s committechnology in place to re-inment to minimizing the enviject the gas and stop all flaring;
ronmental impact of its projMelinda Janki
and (ii) The EPA has the peoects is reflected by our design
ple and technology to monitor the operations 24 of the Liza Destiny and Liza Phase 1 project. Our
hours a day, 7 days a week. The EPA should not operations in Guyana will not utilize routine
take anything on trust,” Sunday Stabroek report- flaring,” Moe assured the newspaper.
ed Janki as saying.
Adams said that his agency is not one that
“The Environmental Protection (Agency) investigates and monitors to shut down operaAct requires Esso to use the most appropriate tions but to ensure that the environment here
technology. Instead of (promoting) the use of is protected, while working with businesses
‘associated gas’, the press should demand proof and the community to ensure its management,
from Esso that Esso did in fact install the most conservation and overall improvement. He said
appropriate technology. The press should also that the EPA, albeit its limited resources, has
demand that the EPA investigates Esso to verify been consistently monitoring.
whether Esso installed the most appropriate
The EPA Director said that the company was
technology before it started production in De- indeed working with the agency and the Govcember 2019,” she added.
ernment of Guyana to address the issues.
And since it was revealed that the company has
flared over 9 billion cubic feet of gas since oil proInfractions
duction began in December, the activist believes
He added that were the agency to shut down
that the company should not be allowed to flare all operations with infractions, the country
any more as it has had more
would have very few operatthan enough time for testing
ing businesses, if any.
its equipment and should be
“The EPA has been workmade to halt operations until
ing with numerous operathe problem is fixed.
tions to bring them all into
But the EPA’s Director
compliance that [has] lapsed
Dr Vincent Adams said that
for decades, and if we are to
shutting ExxonMobil’s opshut down every operation,
erations at this time was not
then we might be shutting
needed nor is it the best decidown every single operation
sion for the country or comin the country,” Adams said.
pany, since they are working
“Our philosophy has been
Dr Vincent Adams
within their contract agreeto work with those who are
ment. As a result, Adams says that he stands cooperating in meeting the new expectations
by his agency’s decision to monitor as the com- and standards, while they continue to operpany continues to operate at minimum flaring ate, as long as they show willingness and inand the corresponding production.
tentions to get to that point of compliance. In
“Any environmental agency, in Guyana or the specific case of ExxonMobil, I would like to
in any other part of the world, looks at the en- repeat again and again that they are in complivironmental risks and benefits. It is never with ance with the permit that was issued to them.
an aim for zero contamination or emissions for We are not treating them different to any other
projects, period… If you put everything at zero company. They have shown good faith in elimiemissions it would be impossible. If we went to nating the flaring and evidence of this is with
zero, no one would be driving or flying, There them having to significantly reduce their prois always that limit, and that limit is based on duction,” he added.
risk versus benefit. That is consistent with what
Adams said that one has to look at a comthe EPA here is doing. So to say we should go pany’s willingness to work with the EPA in corto zero by shutting down the operations, it is recting areas that were pointed out to them.
unrealistic and foolhardy,” he explained.
He noted when ExxonMobil realized that
“Shutting down abruptly would damage the compressor problems continued at the Liza-1
reservoir for the long-term economic benefits Well, the company slashed its production, not
of the country. At the same time, we must re- through force of the EPA, but to assuage envimember that flaring and production is still re- ronmental concerns.
duced by about 75% and that is hurting both
“They have had an almost 75% cut and that
this country and the company economically. has to be hurting the company. They are paying
The benefit is to maintain the economic viabil- a major price,” Adams said.
ity of the project, while emitting the minimum
“If we are to shut down every company not
amount of gas, to preserve the viability of the in compliance, the EPA would be shutting
reservoir, in the interest of the environment down every single operation in Guyana. So I
and Government of Guyana,” he added.
want to say that Exxon is treated no differently
Addressing concerns about its volume of to any other company, and I can say that unnatural gas flared to date, ExxonMobil last week equivocally. The EPA has been assessing and
again assured that it was working fervently to fix investigating this issue and the operations of
problems with its compressor equipment off- [Exxon’s subsidiary] EEPGL and we stand by
shore and said that the lessons learned will be our decision. Similarly, we have investigated
applied to its next Floating Production Storage other companies and we treat them no differand Offloading vessel, as well as future projects.
ently. If any private person wants an indepen“The current situation is a temporary, un- dent investigation, I am sure they are free to do
planned event related to project startup. Across that. I would suggest that anyone that believes
our operations, ExxonMobil has programmes that ExxonMobil is being treated differently by
in place to improve operations integrity, thus the EPA to go ask them. I know they will say the
reducing downtime and upsets that can result opposite,” he added.
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Research Materials
At the 1988 York University Conference presented by the Ontario Society for Studies in Indo Caribbean Culture (OSSICC), I took a number of
photographs relating to that 150th anniversary celebration of the Arrival
on Indians in the Caribbean.
They are photographs of the conference at York University with Dr
Cheddi Jagan as the the Keynote Speaker and of the Downtown Toronto
conference with Mr Basdeo Panday as the Main Speaker.
I am also in possession of about 30 audio recordings of all the conference presentations.
Interested individuals and researchers wishing to access any of these
materials may contact me directly for copies.
My email address is: va7vrc@telus.net.
Vince Ramcharan, BC, Canada

Great News - We Are Re-Opening on Sunday June 14th

Announcement of Temple Re-opening
Temple hours: 8:>30 – 1200 noon & 4:00 – 8:00 pm daily
Under Phase 2 Rules
Guidelines for attending the Mandir:
• Enter by the main door and exit by the side door (follow signage)
• Attendance in the Prayer Hall limited to 30% of hall capacity
• Use separate stairs to enter and exit the Prayer Hall (follow signs)
• Face covering is compulsory; sneeze and cough in you sleeve
• Physical distancing of 6 feet at all times (follow ground markers)
• Wash you hands; no hugging or touching of fellow devotees
• If you have a temperature or not feeling well, please stay home
Please note: Kitchen and Auditorium are temporarily closed
IN THE PRAYER HALL
ø Sit as per floor layout. Same family may sit together
ø Keep physical distancing when entering and exiting
ø Access to Altar limited to Priests only; Offer fruits only as Prashad
ø Devotees can stand before Durga Devi Murti and offer prayers
ø Kindly place offerings in Donation Box
Follow signs at all times and help protect one another
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

2 Great
Locations
Same Super

Service

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO JULY 7, 2020
FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE
(Weekly from Guyana)

MR GOUDAS RICE

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

KALA CURRY POWDER

$1099 Lge bag

9929
$8$2
Lgelbbag

$1859 Lge bucket

FLORIDA HASSAR

LUCKNANI

WHITE BELLY SHRIMP

WHOLE KING FISH

$999 lb

AVAILABLE - Low Price

$499 lb

FRESH DUCK - HEN

MARSHALL’S BONELESS
SALTFISH

HEAD-ON SMOKED
HERRING

$799 lb
WHOLE FROZEN
MUTTON LEG

99/$4
00
$11
Lge tin
2 Pks

99each
$499
lb
$25

$1599 each

BORA/LONG BEANS

MILO

GARDEN PLANTS

CARDBOARD BARRELS

$499 LB

$1999 Lge tin

$000 Each

$1500 each

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
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2 Pks/$500

FISHES

IN THE NEWS

‘Null and void’ not an option
Article 163 of Guyana’s Constitution cited
From Page 1
It is notable that the issue of “irregularities” only surfaced after the vote recount began
uncovering inflations, deflations, and rigged
manipulation of votes, mostly in favour of
APNU+AFC by one of its senior agents, Returning Officer Clairmont Mingo. Also notable
is that APNU+AFC, and its representatives at
the polling stations, had been noticeably silent
on the day of the elections, and had reported
no significant and anomalous voter behaviour,
which it began claiming had taken place on
March 2 as the vote recount progressed.
When he spoke earlier this week, Ramjattan was knowledgeable about Lowenfield’s
report, stating that given the newly-discovered
“anomalies”, it meant a standard of fairness and
credibility could not be ascertained in any of
the electoral districts. In his report, Lowenfield
buttressed his assertions on the bases of irregularities observed during the recount, and on
allegations made by APNU+AFC. According
to Lowenfield, these allegations were found to
be “of substance” following checks made with
the Immigration Department and the General
Registrar’s Officer.
What has emerged in the past weeks following accusations by APNU+AFC of voter fraud
in absent, and even dead voters, walking into,
and voting on polling day, is many of these
“fraudsters” have since surfaced. A few of the
accused have since presented notarised documentation, and passports, attesting to being
present in Guyana on March 2, and even alive,
during, and after exercising the civic duty of
casting a vote.
Meanwhile, Ramjattan said he was impressed with Lowenfield’s summaries in the report, which he had “deliberated on thoroughly”.
Consequently, he too had come to the conclu-

sion that “the Elections were neither fair nor
credible, in my opinion”.
He added: “[It] should be annulled and fresh
elections called.”
According to reports out of Georgetown on
Tuesday, the APNU+AFC nominated Commissioners on GECOM expressed deep disappointment following Singh’s decision to request
the election report from Lowenfield. Earlier on
Tuesday, the Commissioners had prevailed on
Singh to declare the March 2 elections null and
void, and to call fresh elections. The Commissioners claimed the basis for the call were the
concerns raised in Lowenfield’s report about
the credibility of the polls.
However, Singh refused to make the pronouncement, citing Article 163 of the Constitution to buttress her decision. Article 163 places
the exclusive jurisdiction to pronounce on the
validity of elections in the hands of the Court.
According to Singh, the Commission cannot clothe itself as a Court of Law, and does not
possess the legislative authority to make a determination in declaring a general election null
and void. Such a matter, she maintained, would
be better suited for an elections petition.
Further to this, in her decision, Singh asserted the Commission does not possess the powers of a Court of Law, and therefore, is unable to
examine and re-examine witnesses, or to procure official documents to determine the truth
of the allegations raised in Lowenfield’s report.
Singh was also of the opinion that some of
the allegations were of a serious nature, and
had to be addressed. However, it was not in the
Commission’s mandate to seek a remedy. In her
learned opinion, Singh maintained that Article
163 (1) (b) of the Constitution confers on the
High Court the exclusive jurisdiction to determine the validity of an election.

GECOM Chair, Retired Justice Claudette Singh with CEO Keith Lowenfield

GECOM unable to consider ‘irregularities’
From Page 1
Justice Singh referenced Article 163(1)(b)
then Article 71 (1)(b) of the 1996 Constitution which received judicial consideration in
the case of Gladys Petrie v. Attorney General
(1968) GLR 504 at 519 Bollers CJ.
It stated the question which the court had
to consider under this Article in this way:
“Whether there is some general illegality either
affecting the whole election or whether there
has been some specific illegality being either an
act or an omission which affects the results of
an election” Parliament has made provision for
the determination of questioning the validity of
elections by way of The National Assembly (Validity of Elections) Act Chapter 1:04 of which
the long title reads: “An Act to provide for the
determination of questions relating to the validity of elections of members of the National
Assembly under a system of Proportional Representation.” The marginal note to section 3(1)
of the Act enacts “Method of questioning the
validity of election.”

According to section 57(3) of the Interpretation and General Clauses Act, Chapter 2:01;
the marginal note shall be construed and have
effect as part of the Act.
Section 3(1) of the Act provides, “Any question referred to Article 163(1) (a), (b) and (c) of
the Constitution may, in respect of an election
referred to in Article 60(2) of the Constitution
and with a view of securing appropriate remedial orders, be referred to the court and shall
thereupon be determined by it in accordance
with this Act and every such reference shall be
by petition (hereafter referred to as an election
petition).
In light of the foregoing and in keeping with
Order No. 60 of 2020 and its addendum dated
29th May, 2020, Justice Singh requested for the
Chief Election Officer to prepare and submit
to the Commission a report to ascertain the
results of the elections under Section 96 of the
Representation of the People Act, Chapter 1:03.
[ed. The CEO must deliver the report to the
Commission on June 18 by 1 p.m.]
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DIGITAL STAGE

Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catﬁsh, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catﬁsh, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Reﬁnancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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OBITUARY

Businessman of principle, integrity, and honesty

K

tion, these trucks were all painted a memorable Coca-Cola
odai Singh Daljeet, well-known as Isaac, passed
red. He also employed salesmen to take invoices for goods
away peacefully at home with his wife and children
and then delivered them directly to customers with another
by his side on June 3, 2020 at the age of 89.
set of vehicles.
He is survived by his devoted wife Gangadai of 67 years,
Before long, most businesses got their items directly from
and his six loving children: Anand, Aravindo (Shaila), Indra
K&D Daljeet, delivered to their stores free of charge. As the
(Glen), Narendra (Nirmala), Rajendra (Leila), and Prakash.
business grew, they imported flour from Australia that they
He was the blessed grandfather of Genevieve (Adam), Nadia
branded “Raja” and imported sewing machines from China
(Michael), Nikhil (Elena), Kabir, Roshan, Mira, Sonya,
that they branded “Daljeet Sewing Machines”.
Sarena, Persis, and the late Simran. He was the precious
K&D Daljeet became the distributor of Bridgestone
great-grandfather of Scarlett, Colton, Logan, and Maksim.
Tires in Guyana, the distributor of Guyoil in the county of
Kodai was born at Albion Estate on April 24, 1931 to
Dhanraji and Ramprashad
Berbice, and were planSingh. When he was ten years
ning to be a distributor for
old, his father passed away, and
Toyota before they were a
his mother remarried Daljit in
popular brand. Through his
New Amsterdam. His siblings
innovative spirit and strong
included Kashturi, Diawantie,
business acumen, Kodai
Karram, and the late Kamla,
formed a successful business
Robin, and Deochandra.
that rose to the forefront of
Kodai was a promising stuhis contemporaries.
dent in his early years, but due
Isaac became well-known
to economic circumstances at
in Georgetown and Berbice
that time he was taken out of
for his principle, integrity,
school and went into business
and honesty in business. He
with his father at the young age
silently helped several small
of 14. His headmaster insisted
businesses get started, for
he finish his final exams, for
which he was respected and
which he received a certificate
admired. Moreover, he had
that would become one of his
a strong and charitable prestreasured possessions. Later,
ence in his community, as
his library in Guyana included
he was the president of the
many self-improvement books
Berbice Lion’s Club and was
Kodai Singh (Isaac) Daljeet
that he used to further his
involved in the building of
April 24, 1931 – June 3, 2020
education, particularly those of
local mandirs and mosques.
one of his earliest mentors, Dale Carnegie.
He also sang as a member of the East Indian Association of
The family business had humble beginnings selling spices
Berbice, including songs that remained close to his heart to
and firewood in Canje and West Bank Berbice. Kodai’s fahis final days.
ther, seeing his poHowever, his
tential, had faith in
family life and
him and decided
successful busito be his guaranness were drastitor at the bank
cally changed due
as Kodai stepped
to a shift in the
into the business. He then asked his brother Deochandra to
political situation in Guyana. With the implementation of
be his partner, and together they formed the very successstate control and the subsequent degradation of the educaful enterprise known as K&D Daljeet. The business grew
tional system, he made the difficult decision to migrate to
rapidly and was relocated to a newly-built facility at Chapel
Canada with the help of his siblings who resided there. He
Street that housed retail, wholesale, and hardware departmoved to Hamilton, Ontario, where he encouraged all his
ments with an attached garage and mechanic shop.
children to attend the nearby McMaster University. He atThere were several good business people in New Amtempted a wholesale business, but eventually taught himself
sterdam at that time, and Isaac and his brother knew that
to invest in the stock market with great success, while helpin order to succeed, they had to innovate their business. In
ing his son Dr Nar Daljeet in accounting and payroll.
those days businesses in New Amsterdam had to wait over
Isaac was a role model and mentor for many, especially
a week for goods to arrive from Georgetown. To prevent
his own children. For his children and grandchildren, he
spoilage and thus be ahead of the competition, K&D Daljeet
exemplified and instilled strong family values that will last
purchased a small fleet of trucks to transfer the goods digenerations as a legacy of love and togetherness. He was a
rectly to New Amsterdam upon arrival. For brand recognigreat husband, father, and friend who lived life to the fullest.

He was a role model and mentor for many,
especially his own children...

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing
to the community for urgent assistance to help save the life of his 54-year
old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys functioning
at only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four times every
day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations at the Scarborough General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on a waiting
list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is between two to five years, but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for a transplant
of one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence
of a donor with this blood type, any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically to ensure that there would be no
complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done
this type of procedures before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who might be in a
position to help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783- 0459.
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Satwattie Sukul

Panel discussion on the
Caribbean Secondary
School Examination
New York City – The scheduling of the Caribbean Secondary
School Exam has created some controversy in various Caribbean
nations as teachers and their unions along with parents are up in
arms, citing safety concerns, lack of student preparedness and related mental health issues. To address these issues and to explore
possibly synergies, The Caribbean Voice in collaboration with
Caribbean Education Project has organized a panel discussion
on Wednesday 17th June from 7 to 8PM, New York City time.
The panelists include:
• Dawn Lovell (Barbados) – writer, motivator, social activist;
• Pandit Deodat Persaud (Guyana) – youth, community and
social activist;
• Everton Hannam (Jamaica) - Past President of the Jamaica
National PTA and SG of UNESCO (Jamaica);
• Mark Lyte – President, Guyana Teachers’ Union;
• Dr. Margaret Nakhid-Chatoor (Trinidad & Tobago) –
psychologist;
• Alia Hutton, Michael Fein and Shawn Shivdat (US) – the
Caribbean Education Project;
• Mrs. Nicole Manning, the Director of Operations and Mr.
Shawn McBean, a Measurement & Evaluation Manager, CXC;
• Trinidad & Tobago United Teachers Association;
• Laura George, Amerindian People’s Association, Guyana;
• Ms. Antonia Tekah-De Freitas – President, Trinidad &
Tobago Unified Teachers Association.
The panel discussion will be on Facebook live and will be
accessed on The Caribbean Voice Media page at https://www.
facebook.com/CaribbeanVoiceMedia/?modal=admin_todo_tour.
For further details please call or What’s App Annan Boodram
at + 1-646-461-0574 or Shawn Shivdat at +1-404-406-9638. Both
persons can also be contacted via FB Messenger.
The Caribbean Voice is a not for profit, volunteer driven NGO
engaged in social activism and advocacy, especially abuse and
suicide prevention, in various Caribbean nations. The Caribbean Education Project comprises a group of US based college
students who have created an online platform with free resources
for students preparing for the Secondary School Exam. The
resources can be accessed at www.caribed.org.

Ontario to develop additional
learning materials for students
and teachers during closures
TORONTO — The Ontario government, in partnership with
Science North and the Ontario Science Centre, has announced
the creation of additional educational content for students and
teachers during the school closures resulting from COVID-19.
The province is providing up to $1.5 million to create made-inOntario videos and resources to support Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math learning. The resources will align with
the four science strands in the curriculum, and will help students
from Kindergarten to Grade 12.
“Through our partnership with Science North and the Ontario Science Centre we will create new resources focusing on
STEM skills that will help our students continue to prepare for
the jobs of the future,” said Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education.
According to the announcement, Science North will create
resources for elementary school teachers and students, while
the Ontario Science Centre will develop materials for secondary
school teachers and students. All resources will be accessible and
available in both English and French and will include:
• Professional development videos for educators;
• Virtual and at-home hands-on STEM activities for students;
• Activities and student worksheets which can be printed and
distributed through school boards.
Resources can be accessed online at Science North and the
Ontario Science Centre websites, with additional material being
released weekly. Activities will use everyday objects and supplies
so students can participate easily at home.
“Science North appreciates the opportunity to support teachers and students throughout Ontario with high quality, scientistled STEM learning experiences,” said Guy Labine, CEO, Science
North. Additionally, “These online workshops and resources will
support teachers in delivering inquiry-based lessons for elementary students through at-home learning. These are unprecedented times, and we all share these challenges, united in our goal
of supporting continued learning in Ontario. We applaud the
Ministry of Education for their support.”
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Finding the epicentre: NY virus narrative a tale of two cities
By Dhanpaul Narine
t was a bad time to die. Empty streets. Closed storefronts.
Spotlessly clean subways. Zoom classrooms. Virtual
funerals. Flatten the curve. The city that never sleeps is a
wasteland. Liberty Avenue looks like a ghost town. And, yes;
the deaths.
Your mom complains of breathing problems. A compromised immune system leads to the hospital. It’s a world of
masks and ventilators. You leave with a heavy heart, and then
the unthinkable happens. A nurse has mom on Skype. The
patient mumbles a few words; there is a wave of the hand; and
a final goodbye. You want to give mom a proper send-off, with
the relatives and priest present. But you can’t. The coffin is
sealed. You are not allowed near it. You don’t know where they
are taking mom, but they promise to send the ashes. This is the
new normal.
The months of March and April, 2020, were dark, neverending, and frightening. The information on Covid-19 was
scanty. What was this virus about? Where did it originate,
and how long would it last? As the days rolled into weeks, we
learned that one could get the virus from holding doorknobs
and by breathing it; the virus lasts for an estimated three hours
in the air. What was even scarier was the fact that a person
could have it and not know it, and pass it on to others.
It was all so different in February. The trains, buses, and
avenues were busy. Children were in school, the markets did
brisk business, and everything was normal. There was even a
planned Phagwah Parade on Liberty Avenue. Then the lives

I

Zip code inequalities, poverty emerge in Covid-19 onslaught
of many came crashing down. Dr Anthony Fauci, President
other hand, stated that the curve was not flattened, and New
Donald Trump, Dr Sanjay Gupta, and other medical personnel, York should brace itself for the worse. It turned out that he was
kept appearing on our screens, often with the doctors saying
right.
one thing, and Trump another.
When the cases reached the local hospitals the unfolding
It became clear that of all the Boroughs, Queens was rapidly
narratives of need were horrifying: a shortage of ventilators,
becoming the epicenter of Covid-19. How and why did this hapmasks, and sanitisers, all of which were essential to keep a
pen?
person healthy. At a number of city hospitals, entire floors had
In Elmhurst, Jackson Heights and Corona, the incidence was
to be converted to treat Covid-19 patients.
high. There was an estimated 8,000 cases in the first few weeks in
There is no question that density was one of the main reaMarch. Daniel Dromm, the Councilman for the area, said that
sons for the spread of the virus in New York. The population
Elmhurst and Jackson Heights
density in New York is 28,000
were “the epicenter of the epiper square mile that makes
center”. The statistics showed
it one of the highest in the
that Latinos with 34 percent
US. The fact the people were
comprised the highest number
living “on top of each other”
of infections in the City. The
and lacked insurance, and
death rate for Hispanics was
were getting mixed messages
around 22 per 100,000; 20 for
concerning the coronavirus,
Blacks; ten for Whites and eight
contributed to a spike in the
for Asians.
numbers. It does not help that
New York is often dea good number of the affected
scribed as “tale of two cities”.
were undocumented, and who
This means that poverty and
did not bother to get tested beinequality can be identified on
cause of their undocumented
the basis of zip codes. In some
immigration status.
of the poorest neighbourWhat about the Covid-19
hoods, access to health care
and its impact on the Indowas low even before the arrival
Caribbean community? There
of Covid-19.
has been no definitive study
A breakdown of the figures
on Indo-Caribbeans, or the
by the Department of Health
Caribbean population in
and Mental Hygiene shows
general. There are estimates
that the frontline or public
that suggest a high incidence
workers are from the minority
of fatalities among Indopopulations. These were the
Caribbeans. The director of a
bus and train drivers, the deli
funeral home in Queens said
owners, and other categories
his facility was responsible for
of workers that did not have
final rites of over 100 Indothe option of staying home.
Caribbeans; other funeral
This population, largely Blacks
homes have also stated a high
and Hispanics were often at
number. In early June 2020,
risk of contracting the virus.
Indian Diaspora Council
The figures for Queens
president, Ashook Ramsarran,
make stark reading. There
convened a virtual meeting to
were 616 cases for every
discuss the impact of Covid-19
100,000 persons and half of
on Indo-Caribbeans in the US.
this number for ManhatShanaz Hussain chaired
March and April saw a bustling Liberty Avenue in
tan. By mid-April, the crisis
the meeting. She is a media
Queens, New York, turned into a viral minefield, drivwas intensified. The calls to
personality that also manages
ing the city into lockdown.
the Emergency department
a dialysis center. The presentaincreased in record numbers; it averaged around 5,000 per day,
tions commenced after prayers by Sataram Dukhbhajan. Dr
for a week. Each day, the Governor and Mayor would give the
Sharla Khargi, a Clinical Neuropsychologist at St John’s Univergrim news of deaths from the previous night as the population
sity, said that Covid-19 has been very traumatic for the Caribcringed in fear.
bean community. She said that, among other things, Covid-19,
The news from officialdom was often confusing, and may
“took away temperament, emotions, and the way information is
have contributed to the high mortality rates. For example,
processed. Moving forward, it is going to be this way”. Professor
Trump said that once it gets warmer the virus would disappear,
Paul Mohabir from Stanford University said that since Indoand that there was nothing to worry about. Dr Fauci, on the
Caribbeans do not fit existing categories, there is no data that
tracks the impact on the community.
Ms Annetta Seecharran, Executive Director of Chhaya, said
that Covid-19 has led to housing insecurity, and that around 35
percent of persons are unable to pay their rent. She urged the
community to fill the Census forms, and to vote to bring about
change. Dr Dhanpaul Narine, teacher and educator, said that
Covid-19 caused dislocation; a new language, social distancing,
had to be learned. He recommended that the IDC do a study
to examine the impact of the virus on the Indo-Caribbean
community, and he commended the frontline workers for their
efforts.
Pandit Ganeshwar Ramsahai of the Shri Trimurti Bhavan,
stated
that satsangs, or prayer meetings, had to be cancelled,
We appreciate your contributions throughout
and
this
has caused a lot of stress. Vishnu Mahadeo, from the
the blessed month of Ramadan and also during
Senior Center in Richmond Hill, said the seniors were the most
the Covid-19 pandemic.
vulnerable, and that more has to be done to help them.
Dr Vishnu Bisram, educator and journalist, pointed out that
We are grateful to, and proud, of our healththe pandemic affects all and that more planning should be done
care workers and volunteers who dedicate their
to accommodate the needs of the seniors. Businessman Stanley
services day and night to serve the community,
Raj wants to see a better way of informing the community
especially our elderly.
about prevention.
If you know someone who is a vulnerable elder,
The IDC should be commended for its efforts to hold such
a meeting. The lesson is clear: once there is adequate informaplease let us know.
tion, then most people will follow directions. The good news is
Support the community and donate today to
that Queens is no longer the epicenter. In fact, the rate of infechelp care for those that cared for us.
tions is decreasing in New York, when compared to some of the
other states. New York is about to open up another phase, but
To donate, go to: www.muslimfoodbank.com
nothing should be taken for granted.

Thank You
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‘I have learned many lessons from this sacred river’
By Harry Persaud
he air was fresh and crisp at dawn as I awaited the rising
sun overlooking the city of Varanasi in the Indian state
of Uttar Pradesh. Even as a young man growing up in
my native Guyana, this resplendent land had already allured me
to her bosom of tranquility as I pondered her exquisite dimensions.
Varanasi is situated on the west bank of the river Ganges in
north central India, a few hundred miles east of Kanpur where
my father was born, and a few hundred miles west of Bodh
Gaya, where my maternal grandparents (Nana and Nanee)
grew up before they migrated to then British Guiana at the end
of the 19th century.
On my way from Varanasi’s airport to the city by cab, I
stopped momentarily to observe the striking similarity between
the rural districts of my native Guyana and the Indian state
of Uttar Pradesh. There were many rice paddy and sugar cane
fields, mango groves, fresh water ponds of Kamalgatta lily,
women fetching bundles of grass as young men grazed cows in
open pastures.
I thought I had finally come home. It was truly a nostalgic
moment.
Varanasi is located in the heartland of the Gangetic Plains
of India where the spiritual genius of a long civilised people
flourished. Here, sedentary cattle herders, farmers, artisans
and holy men and women lived in harmony with nature. It was
here where the Vedic hymns and Upanishadic treatises were
preached by Brahmin priests, the deep wisdom that emanated
from ages of direct experience with the inner Self.
It was in the Gangetic plains where the Kuru, Panchala,
Kosala, and Magadha kingdoms flourished, cradled between
the Indus and Brahmaputra rivers. The following poem is a
Brahmodya, a declared seminal and profound teaching which
emanated as Rishis debated the meaning of existence:

T

Who verily knows and who can declare it,
whence it was born and whence comes this creation?
The Gods are later than this world’s production.
Who knows when and whence it first came into being?
He, the first origin of this creation, whether he formed it all
or did not form it,
Whose eye controls this world in highest heaven, he verily
knows it – or perhaps he knows not.
Rig Veda 10. 129;6-7
A system of thought so ancient yet so modern that it behoves the mind to probe its depth in science. Another ancient
poet explains that in the beginning there was nothing; there
was “neither existence nor nonexistence, neither death nor
immortality, but only indiscriminate chaos’” This, to me, is
Probability Theory and could only be understood at the time
through deep intellection, the result of the seeking mind.
Varanasi is very ancient. Historians claim that it was a thriving town as far back as 2,000 BCE, where it is believed, Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, was born, around the year 599 BCE,
and Siddharta the Buddha preached his first sermon a few years

Harry Persaud was born on the West Coast of Demerara,
Guyana. He holds a PhD in Anthropology, and authored
two books on his Guyanese/Canadian experiences. He is a
writer, poet, and martial arts practitioner.

Sunken temple on the banks of the Ganges River at
Varanasi, constructed 1,000 years ago.
(Photos by Harry Persaud)
later. It is said that the two great Masters were locked in intellectual battle for days in support of their respective positions as
to what is the ultimate truth. Mahavira’s main arguments:
“All things are eternal by their very nature... all living beings
reflect each other, therefore do not injure anyone lest one
hurts oneself... a man considers himself a hero as long as he
does not behold the foe.”
And Gautama Buddha:
“He who recognises the existence of suffering, its cause, its
remedy and its cessation has fathomed the four noble truths.
He will walk in the right path...”
Here too, was a major centre of learning at the beginning of
the first millennium BCE, where scholars came from far and
wide to test their debating skills while seeking knowledge.
Vedic civilisation owes much to the Brahmins at Varanasi;
they introduced and elaborated alphabetic signs; a devoted
scholar (Panini) among them compiled the first Sanskrit grammar, and detailed the art of composition. Seekers in the region
at this time were great thinkers, prototypes whose works are
still debated to this day.
In the middle of the second millennia BCE, Indian metaphysical thought had ascended from the materialism of the
early Vedic period, to the speculative idealism and spiritualism
of classical Hinduism. The most profound literary works of the
Vedic people were composed at Varanasi, which included the
Upanishads and the Aranyakas, the result of deep knowledge
discovered by sages, passed down to their devoted students
sitting at their feet. Brahmin priests at Varanasi invented the
numerical system, which attained universal, usage and in time
they gave the world Algebra. Here too, was composed one of
the world’s great epics, the Ramayana.
City of Gods
From the air Varanasi is like a vision from the Arabian
Nights – flat roofed two-storey buildings clustered together on a
partly treeless sprawling plain, which looked like a desert, since
it was not yet the Monsoon season. The buildings are sensibly
built in this progressive metropolis of a little over one million
inhabitants. Simple but comfortable living quarters, reflect
serenity without the trappings so common in the West.
The roofs of most buildings are flat with three-foot walls all
around where families socialise in the cool evenings, sipping
tea while telling stories of old – one of the most poignant ways
of passing on culture and the ageless wisdom of the ancients.
This archaic habit of storytelling is reminiscent of my father
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recounting his many experiences when he lived as a young boy
in India.
It must be remembered that Varanasi owes its greatness to
the Ganges river, which like a main artery, has brought life to
this enchanting city.
In the early mornings as the sun reflects off the placid surface of the Ganges, older men and women cupped their hands
overhead offering sacred waters to Surya as salutation to the
dawn; another day, another life.
Petals and prasad are placed in the flowing water in gratitude
for the life the Ganges has given. This 2,601 kilometres long
river has its origin in the Gangotri Glacier, some say the home
of Lord Shiva, and ends in the Bay of Bengal.
Ganga brings one closer to infinity in her presence. What
stories this blessed river must tell of 10,000 years of humanity,
touched and crossed by millions of beings seeking Self Realisation.
Mendicants, royalties, noble warriors and laymen and women,
aspiring to immortality, have come from far and wide to fulfill
their desires to flow from one life to another. To my mind, the
piety of mother Ganges is her benevolence after the monsoon
rain, offering fresh life to the land. And like many other rivers in
distant lands, she had become the Goddess of life, but equally, a
symbol of journeying to an unknown destination.
I have learnt many lessons from this sacred river as she seeks
the ocean. She drops her burden on the way merging with her
final destination, where the river is no longer the river but the
ocean.
I felt at that point that I was also on a journey to something
greater than me, and only when I have shed the many trappings
in my life will I experience my larger Self.
I now feel that the greatest journey is not spatial but spiritual, one which is not outward but inward cutting through the
forest of conditioned reality. The very essential essence of life
which my ancient ancestors sought and found, I now seek.
I leave the Ganges at Varanasi somewhat saddened by the
fact that my father saw it a long time ago before the British Raj
left the shores of India, but then India was not itself. British
colonialism destroyed the fabric of Indian society, leaving it
poor and dejected as the Indian people fought for freedom and
dignity.
My mother never visited India but always dreamt of the
beauty of this once opulent land. I symbolically placed some
sand in the flowing river in her honor, for her soul to rejoice.
Watching the setting sun over the 3, 000 years old ghats was
magical for those who identify with its religious pulchritude.
A boat ride up river on moss green water induces a journey of
soulfulness, leaving one feeling ageless as one watches the flowing river of mercy winding its way to the sea.
At the point of embarking a cab to Varanasi’s airport on my
way to Lucknow, the monsoon rains came down in torrents,
refreshing and cool. An old woman ran for shelter embracing a little child to her bossom; an old man rejoiced and sang,
“Thank you Parvati, you have brought us life once again” – the
old, the new and the eternal in a bouquet of life.

Two stone pillars in Sarnath, across the Ganges
River from Varanasi, built in honour of the Buddha
by Emperor Ashoka around 300 BCE.
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Walter Rodney combined scholarship with activism
By Romeo Kaseram
in Georgetown; also, as Blackhistorystudies tells us, he spoke
alter Anthony Rodney was born in Georgetown,
Swahili.
Guyana, on March 23, 1942. The website blackhistoRodney successfully defended his dissertation in 1966,
rystudies.com tells us Rodney grew up in a working- which examined the impact of slavery on the Upper Guinea
class family, with his father, Edward, a tailor, and mother,
coast. According to Campbell, the “work was path-breaking in
Pauline, who was a seamstress. Following his
the way it analysed the impact of slavery on
early schooling, Rodney then attended Queens
the communities and the interrelationship
College in Georgetown. Horace Campbell,
between societies of the region and on the
writing in the Review of African Political Econecology of the region”. It was later adjusted,
omy, tells us Rodney “distinguished himself in
and published with the title, A History of the
extra-curricula activities” at Queens, particiUpper Guinea Coast 1545-1800. Wikipedia
pating in the cadet corps, was a high jumper,
tells us the text “was widely acclaimed for its
and a debater. He graduated in 1960, winning
originality in challenging the conventional
an open scholarship to attend the University
wisdom on the topic”.
of the West Indies at its Mona Campus in
He then began travelling widely, WikipeJamaica to read history.
dia informs us, “and became very wellAccording to Blackhistorystudies, Rodney
known internationally as an activist, scholar,
and formidable orator”. He also taught
graduated from UWI in 1963 with First Class
during this time, at the University of Dar es
Honours. As Campbell notes, while at UWI,
Salaam in Tanzania from 1966-1967, and
“his debating techniques were improved, and
1969-1974; also, in 1968, at UWI, Mona.
he was known as one of the sharpest debaters
Walter Rodney
Rodney’s narrative voice also grew in tone
with a very cutting tongue”. While at UWI,
Campbell tells us, “[Rodney] was champion debater… and rep- and texture during this time, and as Wikipedia notes, “he was
sharply critical of the middle class or its role in the post-inderesented [UWI] at the Pittsburgh Debating championships in
pendence Caribbean”. It adds: “He was also a strong critic of
the US”. He adds: “While at the university he was active in student politics and campaigned extensively in 1961 in the Jamaica capitalism, and argued that only under ‘the banner of Socialism
Referendum on the West Indian Federation. His first writing on and through the leadership of the working class’ could Africa
break from imperialism”, an argument that was published in
slavery and on Guyanese politics appeared between 1961 and
1975 in his ‘Aspects of the International Class Struggle in Af1963. It was at [UWI], Mona Campus, that he strengthened his
rica, the Caribbean and America’.
skills at indoor-games such as bridge, scrabble and chess.”
As Blackhistorystudies notes, these were the years where
Following his undergraduate degree, Rodney traveled to
Rodney’s growing scholarly interventions began making a
Europe, as Campbell tells us, “on a cargo boat, as part of the
difference in Caribbean consciousness and solidarity. It notes,
first prize he won in an IQ Test”. At 24 years old, he began attending the School of Oriental and African Studies in London in “Rodney combined his scholarship with activism and became
1963, where he convocated with a PhD with honours in African a voice for the under-represented and disenfranchised – this
distinguished him from his academic colleagues. He took his
History. His thesis, ‘A History of the Upper Guinea Coast’, was
message of Black Power, Black Liberation and African conlater published by Oxford University Press in 1970. In Campsciousness to the masses in Jamaica. In particular he shared his
bell’s words, Rodney’s doctoral research focused “on slavery
knowledge of African history with one of the most rejected secon the Upper Guinea Coast”; and was “painstaking work on
tions of the Jamaican society – the Rastafarians. His speeches
the records of Portuguese merchants both in England and in
and lectures to these groups were published as Grounding With
Portugal”. During this formative period, Rodney also learned
My Brothers, and became central to the Caribbean Black Power
Portuguese and Spanish, adding it to his knowledge of French,
Movement.”
which had been taught to him during attendance at Queens
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knock on the back door of the single-flat two-bedroom
home in the middle of the night startled Michelle
awake.
Alone at home, she froze and listened. The persistent raps
continued between ten-second pauses. The rapper seemed to
listen at each interval for a response from within the home.
The knocks sounded more urgent each time, driving rising
fear through her heart. She hoped that not responding would
send the person away, but feared that a burglar might be testing
to see if the home was unoccupied. She tensed herself for the
unexpected.
With her husband intubated in the intensive care ward at
the hospital for the past week, this unexpected event intensified
Michelle's feeling of vulnerability.
Michelle jumped when the knocks on the door turned to a
loud pounding from closed fists. She pulled the bedcover up to
her chin. Her heartbeats quickened.
When the banging abruptly stopped, she perked up her
hearing with rising tension from suspicion of the visitor's next
move of aggression.
A loud gasp escaped her lips when the full moon cast a large
shadow on her bedroom window. The outline of a man with
disheveled hair peered into the room.
Michelle yelped when the man's fist banged angrily on the
window. A low-based voice slurred unintelligible words that
forced the terrified woman backward to hide behind the far
side of the bed, located in the center of the room.
Shivering with fright at the thought that the window would
be smashed at any moment by the increasingly violent blows,
Michelle snatched her cell phone from the night table and
dived under the bed. After a deep breath to steady her trembling fingers, she tapped the numbers for the police.
Michelle's stomach churned when the cell phone's screen lit
the area under the bed and revealed her hiding place. A nervous glance at the window told her that the potential intruder
had spotted her. He continued to yell at her with his gruff voice
getting louder from anger.
When the windowpane cracked from his battering fists,
Michelle cried out in anguish. The busy signal from the police
emergency line added to her frustration. After scrambling out
from under the bed and scampering into the closet, she pulled
the bifold door shut and continued to punch the police emergency number each time she received a busy tone.
She screamed when she heard the window shatter with shards
of glass tinkling on the hardwood bedroom floor. A slight push
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His activism and insertions of knowledge and power into
marginalised, oppressed spaces in the Caribbean soon brought
with it an attendant push-back from sovereign seats of authority. As Blackhistorystudies notes, his activities in Jamaica began
attracting its government’s attention. As Wikipedia tells us,
“On 15 October 1968, the government of Jamaica, led by prime
minister Hugh Shearer, declared Rodney persona non grata.
The decision to ban him from ever returning to Jamaica and
his subsequent dismissal by [UWI, Mona] caused protests by
students and the poor of West Kingston which escalated into
a riot, known as the Rodney Riots, resulting in six deaths and
causing millions of dollars in damages.” Wikipedia adds the
riots started on October 16, 1968, with the result that it “triggered an increase in political awareness across the Caribbean,
especially among the Afrocentric Rastafarian sector of Jamaica”.
In 1969, he returned to the University of Dar es Salaam, where
he served as a history professor until 1974.
Blackhistorystudies notes while abroad, he “developed
close political relationships with those who were struggling
to change the external control of Africa and was very close
to some of the leaders of liberation movements in Africa”. He
returned to Guyana from Tanzania in 1974 to a role as History
Professor at the University of Guyana, an appointment that was
rescinded by the Guyana government.
Rodney became an increasingly active figure in Guyana’s
politics, founding the political party the Working People’s Alliance. As Blackhistorystudies notes, he emerged “as the leading
figure in the resistance movement against the [People’s National
Congress] government”; also, during this time, he “developed
his ideas on the self emancipation of the working people,
People’s Power, and multiracial democracy”. He was arrested
and charged with arson in 1979 after two government offices
were burned.
Rodney was assassinated on June 13, 1980 while in a vehicle
on a Georgetown street. Blackhistorystudies tells us a remote
control bomb, disguised as a walkie-talkie, was given to him by
a senior military officer, Gregory Smith. The bomb exploded in
his lap, killing him, while injuring his brother. He was 38 years
old at the time of his untimely death.
Sources for this exploration: Review of African Political
Economy, no. 18, 1980: JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/3997943;
blackhistorystudies.com; and Wikipedia.

The Supernatural

The Visi t
and a peek through the bifold door's crease stopped Michelle's
heart. The intruder had reached an arm through the broken glass
and fumbled with the latch to slide the window open.
In a panic, Michelle kicked the closet door open and scurried out of the room with her phone's busy tone ringing in her
ears. She dashed into the second bedroom and slammed the
door shut before a swift drop on the floor and a quick roll under the bed. She slid backward until her back collided with the
wall against which the bed butted.
Her blood curdled when she heard a
thud on the floor in the bedroom next
door. The intruder had gotten into the
house!
Michelle clutched her throat when
the phone's ringtone announced an
incoming call. The noise threatened to
give away her hiding place. The caller
identification showed that the call had
come from the hospital, but in her panic
to keep her location secret, Michelle immediately shut the phone off.
She held her breath and strained her
ears to detect movements, but graveyard
silence blanketed the house. Goosebumps covered her body
when the bedroom door creaked slowly open. She stared in
horror at dragging feet, entering the room in dingy off-colored
once white sports socks.
The moonlight streaming through the window also showed
drops of blood on the floor trailing from the doorway. Michelle
assumed that the intruder had cut his hand on the window pane.
The person sat on the bed and started to sob. Michelle
watched his feet lift off the ground. His body weight caused a
bulge on the underside of the mattress that rolled to the middle.
Loud sobs jerked his body.
The pitiful moaning turned Michelle's apprehension into
confusion bordering on empathy. The staccato howls that ema-

Kamil
Ali

nated from him when she called Alvin's name sent her sliding
out from under the bed with lightning speed.
She stood up to find Alvin rolled into a fetal ball, whining
like an injured puppy. She hopped on the bed and hugged him
for comfort and protection. Together, they cried in each other's
arms until Alvin beckoned for her to pull the shade down on
the window to block out the bright moonbeams.
After bandaging Alvin’s cuts, Michelle followed his hand gestures to fetch a pen and paper. He wrote
an incredible account to share with her.
Alvin told Michelle that the university hospital had used him and 11 other
virus-infected patients as experimental
subjects for a new vaccine extracted
from the extremely rare Adisca frog. The
researchers expected to use their blood as
a culture for mass commercial immunisation for patients carrying the virus
around the world.
Alvin had seen documents prepared
by the researchers to inform the families
of the 12 securely isolated patients, that
they had to cremate them after they had
died from the virus.
Alvin, a retired veteran, had used his commando skills to
escape. He had to swim underwater along canals to hide his
scent from tracking dogs and stay out of the moonlight. Any
form of natural light turned his blood green and burned him
under his skin. Careless intubation had permanently damaged
his vocal cords.
Alvin helped Michelle to fix the window by the light of
lamps at night and build a secret chamber under the bed for
him to hide when the authorities came to ask Michelle if he had
returned home.
Alvin felt sorry for the 11 others’ inevitable deaths from
blood-draining that would sap the life out of them.
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Change ahoy! Calls grow for removal of Columbus’ statue
of our country, and we thought that would be enough,” BermudezPort-of-Spain – Another call was made last week for the
Bovell said.
removal of the statue of Christopher Columbus from its perch
She added: “Regardless of what anyone says, locally, our people
in Port-of-Spain. The statue is located on the corner of Indepenhave been calling for the end to the glorification of Columdence Square and Duncan Street in Trinidad and Tobago’s
bus since we first spoke at the United Nations in 1977. We
capital.
sincerely hope that the mayor is paying attention to what is
The call for its removal came from Queen of the
happening around the world today, where similar monuWarao Nation, Donna Bermudez-Bovell, and it was
ments to evil are being torn down, and that he is ready to
made to Port-of-Spain’s Mayor Joel Martinez. He was
look critically at the ones we have here. Mayor Martinez
asked to convene an urgent meeting to discuss the
says he respects the First People. We want him to show it.”
removal.
Last week the CRFP started an online petition for the
Bermudez-Bovell said it was lamentable that indigstatue’s removal, and by the end of the week had received
enous people continue to be unrepresented in the capital
2,000 signatures.
city, while Columbus remained elevated.
Kambon has also called for removal of monuments, and
“Archaeological evidence shows that the indigenous
for restructuring of methodologies that teach children about
people of this country have been here for at least 7,500
Trinidad and Tobago’s history.
years, and that Port of Spain was an important indigenous
“Monuments to Columbus are not just innocent rememsettlement. It seems the city even now prefers to celebrate
brances of a benign history, but purposeful celebrations of
[Columbus] the architect of native genocide,” she said.
a fictional, sanitised invasion and occupation of the CaribBermudez-Bovell noted: “We want one of our freedom fightbean; ignoring the genocide, enslavement, rape and terror
ers to replace Columbus to reconnect this country with
that they actually stand for, while spreading seeds of moral
its whole past. Our history did not start 500 years ago.
squalor and self-destruction,” he said.
Two and a half years have passed. Charlotte Street is now
He added: “For a couple decades after the end of the
Chinatown; and indigenous people still have to bear
colonial period, we seemed clear about the importhis insult to our ancestors and our dignity.”
tance of a process of post-colonial transformation.
Last week director of the Cross Rhodes Freedom
Though we differed about the pace, there was a clear
Project, Shabaka Kambon, joined indigenous elders at
consensus.”
the mayor’s office to deliver a letter requesting national
Kambon acknowledged the ongoing movement “to
dialogue on the growing issue. Kambon is an honorcritically
evaluate imperialist conquest, to review and
ary member of the Warao community.
adjust colonial era curricula, to change the names of
The Cross Rhodes Freedom Project has taken
streets and plazas, to rescue those heroes and heropoint in the drive to have the statue removed. At a
ines who championed our freedom from oblivion”.
meeting in 2018, a direct descendant of the slave
He also noted there are more
master Hippolyte Borde joined
Blood-red paint splattered on the statue of Columbus in Port-of- modern-day movements that
the call for its removal. Borde
Spain ahead of the October 9, 2017 celebration of Columbus Day. “demand respect for our culture
bore the cost back in 1881 for
and cultural practitioners” and
the the statue’s erection.
“to develop new and original ways to advance our economies, to critiBermudez-Bovell said the descendant called for the statue’s removal.
cally assess the clothes imported from foreign climes, and to consider
“[She] pleaded with the mayor, saying that she wanted him to reendogenous political alternatives”.
move her grandfather’s statue because it did not reflect the core values

Samaroo: Time to take a stand on statues

Julie J. Chung

US advises businesses comply with sanctions
Port-of-Spain – The US has advised the
local business community to comply with the
sanctions it has imposed against Venezuela.
The advice came from US Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary, Bureau Of Western
Hemisphere Affairs, Julie J. Chung and the US
Embassy in Trinidad and Tobago.
Said Chung: “The purpose of our sanctions
is to identify those entities that are providing
material support to the illegitimate [Venezuelan President Nicolas] Maduro regime. It is
critical that the Trinbagonian business community track and comply with US sanctions to
the full extent possible.”
Former energy minister Kevin Ramnarine
said the US is sending signals to Trinidad and
Tobago that “we ought to be careful in our
dealings with the Maduro regime”.
He said while some people will claim Trinidad and Tobago is a sovereign nation, “we
must also remember the US is also a sovereign
nation and can decide to trade or not to trade
with other countries”. He added that the US is
“our largest trading partner, the source of most
of our food imports and home to hundreds of
thousands of our citizens”.

Port-of-Spain – Statues that valorise the
they removed all footprints of local heroes and
“evils” of Trinidad and Tobago’s past belong in heroines,” Samaroo said.
museums, professor emeritus of history at the
He added: “We should topple them down
St Augustine campus of The University of the
because they caused so much suffering, deWest Indies, Dr Brinsley Samaprivation, and genocide. Among
roo, said last week.
the First Nations, Backuna should
“We should remove a number
be remembered and elevated.
of the statues here that reflect the
He kept the Spaniards at bay.
evils of colonialism. I don’t think
Europeans came as exploiters and
they should be cast into the sea,
returned home.”
but placed in museums with a
Moving forward, Samaroo said:
plaque beneath them,” he said.
“It was not reverse racism. It was
Across the Caribbean, historiabout justifying the contribution
ans as Sir Hilary Beckles and Dr
of people. Statues and mementoes
Heather Cateau have also been
should not be thrown into the
revisiting the historiography and
seas, put them into the museum. It
Brinsley Samaroo
the Eurocentric representations
would ensure part of the history.”
of colonialism, slavery, and indentureship. In
Samaroo also cited the Churchill- RoosTrinidad and Tobago, calypso has also posed
evelt Highway that runs from east to west in
questions, with the late calypsonian Mighty
Trinidad.
Shadow (Winston Bailey) adding his ColumSamaroo said: “During the Second World
bus Lie to the discussion about genocide.
War (1939-1945), millions of Indians were
“It is exactly what the Europeans did in
starving. [Winston Churchill] was removing
their time. They removed all vestiges of the
food grains to feed Europeans and horses. The
people who impacted on that era. They put
Bengal Relief Fund was started in the 1940s
their own symbols and statues. We should
to assist Indians in Trinidad. When Mahatma
follow the European example by changing the
Gandhi tried to speak to [Churchill], he said
names of people, places, now that we are in
he was not willing to talk to a ‘half-naked
control. We should remove all vestiges since
fakir’.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

UNC govt started
Arima hospital Persad-Bissessar
Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar last week asserted the Dr
Keith Rowley-led government is “shamelessly”
taking credit for the Arima hospital, which
was commissioned by her government.
Last week the 150-bed Arima Hospital was
opened during an official function attended by
Rowley and Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh. It was completed for (TT) $200 million
less than the original price, Deyalsingh said.
Persad-Bissessar said construction of the
Arima Hospital was formally approved by her
previous United National Congress/People’s
Party government on October 3, 2013.
She said media archives will show that
then-Arima MP Rodger Samuel had announced this project at the post-Cabinet briefing on October 3, 2013. He had also indicated
China Railway Ltd was the contractor, and
the project was a government-to-government
agreement with the Chinese administration.
Its estimated cost was (TT) $1.6 billion.
Persad-Bissessar said the contract for the
Arima hospital was reached after she held bilateral talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping
during his June 2013 State visit to Trinidad
and Tobago.
Rowley’s attempt to take credit for such a
very significant UNC/PP project was a clear
admission his government has completely
failed to deliver any project of worth to the
people of Trinidad and Tobago, she declared.
“What is very damning, however, is the
fact that they left these UNC/PP projects to
languish and deteriorate for the past four and
a half years. They knew that by so doing, it
would cost taxpayers many additional millions
of dollars to bring them up to mark when they
restarted them,” she added.
Persad-Bissessar noted the government
clearly planned all along to stall the date of
opening of the Arima, and other hospitals,
to “shamelessly take credit” for these projects
during an election year.

Govt grants exit exemptions to Canadian farm workers
Port-of-Spain – National Security Minister
Stuart Young indicated last week he is prepared to grant exemptions to nationals wishing
to leave Trinidad and Tobago for seasonal
employment on Canadian farms. However,
each person must sign a letter acknowledging
the risk of contracting Covid-19, he said.
Young said the government did not want to
prevent anyone from seeking employment. He
added with the international airport closed,
those who are allowed to leave must make
their own arrangements in and out of Trinidad
and Tobago.
Also, these workers must apply for exemptions to return, and will have to pay for quar-
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antine stay back in Trinidad and Tobago if the
borders remain closed.
He also advised workers willing to leave
Trinidad and Tobago that some Canadian
farms are being affected by Covid-19, along
with the reminder nationals working in
Canada do not have access to free health care.
Young said nationals who work seasonally on Canadian farms have been requesting exemptions to leave even as locations in
Alberta and Ontario are experiencing ongoing
Covid-19 spread. He noted a few unfortunate
cases where Caricom workers have contracted
the virus while on these farms and some have
died.
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While the government has warned nationals willing to leave, it “will not stand in the
way” of these workers seeking employment
abroad.
Young said an indemnity form is being
prepared by Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi,
which must be signed by each national leaving
for a Canadian farm. The form acknowledges
they may be at risk of contracting the coronavirus. If this should occur, then the workers
will not be allowed to get medical care unless
they are covered by insurance, which typically
is not offered while abroad.
“I will grant permission for them to make
their way,” Young said.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Itchy Twitter fingers send out ballistic social media posts
T&T, US business owners face customer backlash after posting hurtful messages
da, a US Marine Corps veteran, and former US
By Romeo Kaseram
grow within an irate customer base energised
The thrust cut deep, its register right on
ambassador to Trinidad and Tobago (March
Toronto – There is something autonomous
with the adrenalin of social media, can be the
the money. Aboud then issued an apology,
2016-January 2017), under former President
and ballistic in unthinking social media postunkindest cut of all; apart from having to take
which from its tone, appeared to have been
Barack Obama. Estrada was born in Laventille,
ing, where the thumbs, disconnected from the
the plunge onto one’s own sword.
more thoughtfully handcrafted. Insisting his
cerebral cortex, and instead engaged by the
Closer to home in the Caribbean, Trinidad
earlier Facebook comment was misinterpreted, just outside Port-of-Spain, and left for the US
when he was 14 years old.
reflexive, tap-dances its owner down the wide
and Tobago businessAboud responded:
He told Newsday he was angered and
and welcoming path to self-destruction.
man, Michael Patrick
“I’m saying this with
frustrated by insensitive and racist comments
Going ballistic means there is no stopping
Aboud, faced a similar
the utmost of sincerity,
on social media, particularly coming from the
an unleashed event after its trigger is pulled.
punitive response
it was never meant or
business family of Michael Patrick Aboud and
It is the same for a social media post, a tweet
from customers after
worded as a racial slur.
Gerald Aboud.
for example, which venomous with arrogance,
an adrenalised social
But maybe it could of
Two years ago, Gerald Aboud figured
inhumanity, and racism, goes viral after the
media onslaught, his
been communicated
prominently in social media posts following
‘Send’ trigger catapults it into cybersphere.
cease-and-desist cenbetter. What I meant
his incendiary comment that Indian Arrival
It is posts as these, some squirming with
sure the consequence
was that looting, riotDay and Corpus Christi were “stupid holithe tentacles of malevolence, others naïvely
of reflexive finger-tips
ing, assaults, innocent
carrying inside its layers a trojan payload of
detaching from the
lives damaged, anarchy days”. Later, in what is readable as his deeper,
toxins, that as it spins away into exponential
vital internal censor
is not the answer or so- inner construct, he compounded his offence
by confirming as separate entities, “racism is
escalation, reaches out to catch its creator by
that filters cerebral
lution to any problem,
one thing and the right to have an opinion is
the ankle, then to pull them both down deep
throughput.
the economy and lives
another”.
into the abyss.
According to rethat are affected would
Additionally, Gerald posted on social
The consequence is extensive collateral
ports in the Guardian
be your own. By the
media, “Black people…we see your plight and
damage done to a hard-earned reputation; in
and Trinidad Express
actions that the media
most cases, the originator of the post, perhaps
newspapers, Aboud
displays in the states by we feel for you…however what you need to do
is rise up from this state of mind…every time
the founder of a successful enterprise, in order posted in Facebook
rioters helps no one.”
you go steal a sneakers…you make it much
to save company, corporation, and face, must
a response to the
Notwithstanding
worse for yourselves. Killing your people evthen fall on the sword.
growing protests over
the lesser grammatical
eryday, does blacklives [sic] matter then?”
It was a distressing narrative about an
Floyd’s death in the
mishaps in his latest
Templated and lengthy public apologies,
insidious interiority – that darker, hidden
US, and the episodes
statement, which were
also via social media, have followed the chroninside to unfeeling humanity, when last week
of violence, rioting,
far more innocuous
ic, insulting commentaries from both men.
CrossFit CEO Greg Glassman announced he
and looting, saying:
than the egregious
It has not been enough to assuage the hurt
was stepping down following emergence of
“Burning and looting
ambiguity introduced
Facebook post by Michael Aboud
and betrayal, with Estrada telling Newsday he
his insensitive comments made during global
is not protest for any
into his earlier, colremains affronted.
mourning and protests over George Floyd’s
good. They use the Floyd matter to do what
lective usage of the pronoun “They”, Aboud
“Michael Patrick Aboud’s [initial] comment
brutal death.
comes natural. An excuse.” insisted what he had really meant to say was
According to reports
that a fraction of society, races, ethnicities, and really struck me,” Estrada said of the sweeping
It was too wide a
statement following Floyd’s death.
in the Huffington Post,
religious practitioners, was to be blamed for
self-righteous sweep of
“[Michael Patrick Aboud’s] use of ‘They’
BuzzFeed, and other
anarchical behaviour that “destroys the very
Aboud’s brushstroke, and
was insensitive and racist because he’s basimedia outlets, Glassman
communities in which they have to reside and
social media bristled. The
cally saying [this is what all black people do].
conflated the coronavirus
grammatical ambiguity in- survive and thrive upon”.
His words offended me,” Estrada said. The
pandemic with Floyd’s
He also declared himself to be a supporter
herent in his throughput,
comments by both businessmen were broad
brutal killing. Responding
of democratic protests. However, it was “the
in his use of the unqualibrushstrokes that painted all Africans as lootto an Institute for Health
small fraction of society that is creating
fied, third person plural
ers, he said.
Metrics and Evaluation
anarchy and destroying
pronoun “They”, quickly
However, he noted the
tweet calling racism a
innocent, hard-working
fired up a dire, accusative
apology following the most
public health issue, Glasslives is what I was speaknarrative, with hundreds
recent offence, saying: “I
man let his thumbs do the
ing against when I said,
of responses to the viral
will take [Michael Patrick
talking, blissfully unaware
‘Do what comes natural’.
post deeming it racist.
Aboud’s] apology that he
he was loading the tip of
It was never geared to a
At first, Aboud quickly
is sincere, but the only one
his tweet with an implosive
race of any kind at all. At
clambered onto high
who will know that is him in
payload: “It’s Floyd-19”, he
all. But for those whom
ground against the online
his heart. Is he apologising
crassly replied.
were hurt, or upset by
surge, defending the child
Gerald Aboud
because he was called out, or
To add further injury
my miscommunication,
of his fingertips by argudoes he really mean it?”
to Floyd’s already brutalised body, it was later
I am truly sorry. It is not
ing, “I’m not dealing with a race issue in my
Estrada felt the more proreported Glassman compounded the Twitter
what I meant at all. I
post. I’m dealing with the destruction of lives
ductive direction to follow
offence during a Zoom meeting with CrossFit
hope my thoughts here
and property.”
was not to condemn both
affiliates.
could somehow correct
The post did not explicitly mention race, he
men, but to educate them.
Asked why CrossFit had not made a statemy misrepresentation of
maintained. But it did little to turn the incomEncourage each man to
ment on the anti-police brutality protests over
my statement, I really am
ing tide of rising resentment.
learn about, and to underthe killing of Floyd, according to a BuzzFeed
sorry”.
He subsequently deleted the post, but only
stand, how deeply-encoded
report, Glassman replied: “Can you tell me
Aboud’s more lucid
after a growing, irate cohort of social media
and systemic racism is in the
why I should mourn for him? Other than that
moments following his
users vowed to boycott businesses owned by
US, he advised.
it’s the white thing to do — other than that,
public humiliation, his
Aboud and his family.
John L. Estrada
As an illustrative first step
give me another reason.”
Commentary was pointed and explicit, with explanation, and then
in the journey to sensitivity, and hopefully to
He added: “We’re not mourning for George
an apology, all part of the sober self-reflection
one user chastising, “Here comes so-called
future, sensible commentary from the Aboud
Floyd – I don’t think me or any of my staff are.” prominent businessman in Trinidad Michael
that comes during the hangover following
businessmen, Estrada shared his personal
Following this unsavoury revelation of his
social media chastisement, did not go down
Patrick Aboud with his horrific words about
victimisation through racial profiling by US
alienating, darker inner machinations, Glasswell with a few eminent personages orbiting
looting is natural to us people… Black people
security structures. He told Newsday he was
man, upon reflection, said he was stepping
Trinidad and Tobago.
spend their money in your stores, and you are
pulled over in Florida following an anonydown as CEO. Falling on his sword, eupheAmong these onlookers was John L. Estraa racist.”
mous call to police about an armed, black
mised as retirement, he said: “… I created a
man. A police officer, noting Estrada’s veteran
rift in the CrossFit community and unintenstatus on his car’s licence plate, waved him on
tionally hurt many of its members. I cannot
without a search.
let my behavior stand in the way of HQ’s or
Estrada said the police stop was fraught; it
affiliates’ missions. They are too important to
was a stasis of anxiety, an event horizon, where
jeopardise.”
either a life or death outcome had become
However, Glassman’s sharp, pointed descent
frozen on a precarious equilibrium.
came too late, and only after being outed by
Up until the moment of recognition of his
media revelations that penetrated deep into
US Marine Corps veteran status, the exterhis callused, callous interior. By then, puninal visuality in the colour of his skin meant
tive corporate responses had grown into
Estrada was undergoing racial profiling. That
arterial hemorrhaging after Reebok, and gym
the behaviour by the police officers was being
associations, severed lucrative affiliations with
driven by racist, historical, and systemic anteCrossFit.
cedents, where his pigmentation was all that
The severing of sustaining financial
was needed to trigger suspicion of the broadest
relationships, or threats to stop patronising
Composite of Gerald Aboud’s and Greg Glassman’s posts
potentiality for gun violence.
businesses as exponential, punitive responses
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Sammy calls out racist Sunrisers’ colleagues

F

ormer West Indies captain Darren Sammy came to a painful realisation last
ism, at any point in time, is reprehensible and needs to be called out instantly.”
week when he understood he had been a victim of a racist slur all along, the
He added: “…Sammy’s disclosure should awaken Indians to the unsavoury reality that
epithet “kaalu” laughingly used by colleagues to describe him during a stint with
we can also be racist. We may hide in the closet, or pretend that this does not exist,
Sunrisers Hyderabad.
often using the Constitution of the country as defence, but everyday life tells a
At the time, Sammy did not know what the word “kaalu” meant, innocently thinkdifferent story.”
ing it to be “strong stallion”. The incidents took place during the Indian Premier League
Menon said the denigrating usage of the word, “kaalu”, also extended beT20 tournament, which was played from 2012-2013.
yond the cricket field, noting, “Even indigenous dark complexioned people
The offensive word used by his Sunrisers colleagues, “kaalu”, according to the Urban
are frequently referred to as ‘kaalu’. This extends into other areas, including
Dictionary, is Sri Lankan for “black”. Al Jeezera’s website also identified the word to be
sport, and not excluding popular personalities like Sammy. However,
Hindi, and with similar meaning.
even if used loosely, as some may argue, this is scurrilous and reflects
Sammy took the revelation to social media following protests
a mindset weaned on racism-induced bigotry.”
over the brutal killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, and global
He added: “This mindset has no place in the modern world.
calls for the dismantling of racist, oppressive structures.
Racial equality is non-negotiable, in sport and life. That message
He put his message on Instagram, saying, “I just learned what that
needs to go out loud and clear. To that end,
‘Kalu’ meant when I played for Sunrisers in the IPL. They call me and
Sammy’s voice becomes very important.”
[Thisar] Perera by that name. I thought it meant strong Stallion. My previA former IPL teammate has since
ous post tells me something different and I’m angry.”
reached out to Sammy following his hurtSammy said he realised what his colleagues were saying about him after
ful revelation. As Sammy reported, the
watching Hasan Minhaj’s Patriot Act. It was then the realisation dawned
teammate, who was a participant during
that it was a racial slur, and not ‘strong stallion’, and it was not being used
the racist incidents, reached out to assure
in good spirit.
him that he was “operating from a place of
Said Sammy: “So I was listening to Hasan Minhaj as to how some of
love”. Sammy said he no longer needed an
the people in his culture describe black people. Instantly, I remembered
apology.
that when I played for Sunrisers Hyderabad in 2013 and 2014, I was being
Said Sammy in a tweet: “I’m please
called the exact same word that he described.”
to say that I’ve had a really interesting
He added: “You guys know who you are. Now, I realise it was degradconversation with one of the guys, and
ing. I will be texting you guys, and I will ask you as to when you called me
we are looking at ways to educate, rather
with that name: Did you all mean it in any bad way or form? Talk to me,
than focusing on the negatives. My brother
reach out to me. Let’s clear the air.”
reassured me that he operated from a place
Sammy also took his message beyond the boundary, which was again
of love and I believe him.”
Ishant Sharma’s Instagram photo with Sammy third from left
delivered via social media. This time in a tweet, Sammy said: “@ICC and
He did not reveal the name of the
all the other boards, are you guys not seeing what’s happening to ppl like
player.
me? Are you not gonna speak against the social injustice against my kind. This
Sammy also declared: “Don't get me wrong. I’m not condoning what was done or said. I’m
is not only about America.”
saying let’s use this opportunity to educate each other so it doesn’t happen again. One can only
Speaking to Guardian Media Sports last week, senior Indian journalist and
apologise if he or she feels wrong about something. I’m confident and proud to be black. That
commentator Ayaz Menon commented on Sammy’s revelation about being the
will never change.”
victim of derogatory, racist language from his teammates.
Confirmation of Sammy’s allegations against his colleagues was later evidenced when a social
Said Menon: “I would have been happier if he had not waited for the George
media post surfaced with teammate Ishant Sharma, in which Sammy was identified as “Kalu” in
Floyd [death] and the universal uproar that has followed, to make this public. Raca group photo.

Carberry speaks out at structural, systemic absences in English cricket

C

alling out systemic racism in English cricket as global
protests continued over the death of George Floyd in
Minneapolis, former England batsman Michael Carberry opened up to the Cricket Badger podcast, saying black
players were under-represented at the structural level of the
game.
Carberry’s frank, no-holds-barred discussion in the light
of the growing, international debate about racism and racial
inequality was reported by Cricbuzz writer, Ron Johnson.
Said Carberry: “Cricket is rife with racism. The issue you
have in cricket is, the people running the game don’t care about
black people in it. Black people are not important to the structure of English cricket.”
With his eye on the underlying structure supporting the
game, Carberry said: “If you look around English cricket at the
moment, where the important decisions are made, name one
black man in those positions? Which black man has ever had
the opportunity to make the big decisions on English cricket?
Not one.”
He added: “Look at England head coaches. When has there
been a black head coach? Never. Any black captains? Look
around county cricket. How many black coaches are there in
county cricket? Not one. I know people who are more than
equipped to do the job. If I was a young black boy now, who
am I looking at that can inspire me?”
Carberry said he has had to call out officials at the structural, decision-making levels of the game for systemic, racist
attitudes.
“I’ve almost come close to making a coach spit 32 [teeth]
out on the ground for stuff that he said to me. He said: ‘I
couldn't see you in the dark’; and: ‘What are the brothers having tonight? Bit of fried chicken and rice and peas tonight?’ I
had to drag him out on the balcony. He literally hung his head
like a little child. Bear in mind, I’m putting my career [on the
line] and it probably ended up being the final nail in my coffin
in that club. I won’t name the club.”
The issue of an absence of senior black administrators and
coaches in the English game today is now quite noticeable;
also, too few UK-born black cricketers are actively playing
county cricket, and there are even less who have been educated
at state schools. It is a huge failure, and England and Wales
need to correct this absence. This is “just not okay”, according
to James Anderson, the English fast-bowler.
“As a game, we need to actively make this game for every-
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English batsman
one. It can’t keep
Michael Carberry
going the way it is.
(top), and West
It’s just not okay,” he
Indies skipper,
said.
Jason Holder
As Johnson noted
(below)
in Cricbuzz, Anderson
said the global unrest
over racial inequality in
the last few weeks was
“thought-provoking”. He
confirmed the England
squad would discuss
whether they wanted to
show solidarity with the
Black Lives Matter movement during next month’s
Test series against West
Indies. Said Anderson:
“Absolutely. I expect
that to be a conversation we have. It’s made
me do a lot of thinking.
We will have conversations about what we can
do as players to make a
stand. Definitely.”
Meanwhile, on June
10 following arrival in
the UK for the West
Indies’ tour, captain
Jason Holder said team
is playing in a transformed landscape of a
“new normal” and must
embrace it.
At the same time,
Holder said the paradigm shift in the global
narrative caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic and the BLM protests could be the impetus
that galvanises his squad.
Following arrival at Emirates Old Trafford last week, Holder
was met by an English press wondering whether the team
would join the BLM protests during the Tests. Perhaps they

would take a knee, similar to the protest
in the US by NFL quarterback Colin
Kaepernick? Holder said he could
not speak on behalf of his teammates until a group decision was
made on a response.
“As a group we have to sit down
and have our discussions. I don’t
want to speak... on behalf of other
players. We have different races within
our group too. It is a sensitive time
where we’ve got to be mindful of
everything,” he said.
He added: “[Racism] is a
crime throughout the entire
world, and something that will
probably be an ongoing discussion
way past our lifetimes. I think the
greater message that could be
brought from the entire experience is unity. I think regardless
of race, your kind, religion,
this is a situation for all of us to
unite as one.”
The global protests over racism and racial inequality “has
been tremendous”, he said.
Also, “At the end of the day,
you must acknowledge it, and
protesting or standing up for
what you believe is seen as noble and courageous, and something I myself would never sit
and disapprove of. For me, the
greatest thing at the end of the
day is unity. We must all come
together, there must be equality
across the world.”
Holder added that he had
not personally experienced racist abuse in cricket. He acknowledged recent incidents involving Moeen Ali, labelled “Osama”
by an Australian fielder during the 2015 Ashes, and Darren
Sammy, who was dismayed his Sunrisers Hyderabad teammates had labelled him with a racist nickname.
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Boycott on front foot defence, retires ‘hurt’
Age, Covid-19 unplayable deliveries as veteran leaves commentating field

G

eoffrey Boycott confirmed last week to The
Guardian his innings is over with the Test Match
Special, a spell of commentating that lasted 14
years with the British Broadcasting Corporation. He is a
former opening batsman for the English team, and despite
his well-known slow scoring rate and defensive play, he
still attempted a sneaky hook shot at the BBC as he made
his way out of the box.
As The Guardian reported, a Twitter account holder
tweeted following the news of his departure that Boycott
was, “White, male, straight, tory and knows about cricket.
Surprised he lasted this long at the BBC.” Boycott immediately lifted the tweet over the covers with a retweet,
adding, “Absolutely right”; however, with typical defensive
stroke a ball later, he later deleted it. It was later understood Boycott may return for occasional commentary
work.
Boycott is now 79 years old, and while not feeling his
age, is cognisant of the co-morbidities that could make
him prey to the marauding Covid-19 virus. Turning to
Twitter following his earlier aborted hook-shot to the BBC
boundary, he confirmed having to now keep his bat close
to the pads due to hostile activity from the coronavirus.
Consequently, he would not be commentating during
England’s series against the West Indies, and later in the
shortened season, Pakistan.

According to Boycott, his departure was not a boycott
in any fashion at all; instead, he recently underwent quadruple heart bypass surgery, and has sensibly decided the
bio-secure arrangements for this summer’s Test matches
are not the right environment at this stage of his life.
Boycott was appreciative for the extended innings,
though, and said so via Twitter: “I would like to thank
bbctms BBCSport for a wonderful 14 years. I have thoroughly enjoyed it and just love cricket with a passion. I
also wish to thank all those that have said how much they
have enjoyed my commentary and for those that haven’t –
too bad.”
He added: “My contract with BBC finished end of last
summer. I would loved to continue but need to be realistic
& honest with myself. Covid-19 has made the decision for
both of us.”
He was at the “wrong age” to be working in confined
spaces due to physical distancing regulations, he added.
Boycott was finally knighted last year after putting up
a fuss over being overlooked throughout the years for the
recognition. A Yorkshire batsman, he has been a regular
on TMS since 2005. Prior to this stint, he had lost previous
commentary roles with both the BBC and Sky Sports following his 1998 conviction in a French court for assaulting
his then-girlfriend, Margaret Moore.
Director of BBC Sport, Barbara Slater, paid tribute to

Roberts makes
pitch for Pooran’s
inclusion in FirstClass preparations

Geoffrey Boycott
Boycott, saying: “Geoffrey has been an iconic voice in our
Test Match Special box for 14 years. While we wish the
circumstances were different, we would like to take this
opportunity to sincerely thank him for his contribution to
our cricket commentary over the years and we’re still hoping to hear his unique cricketing insight at some point on
TMS this summer.”

James Anderson...
recalled racial slurs
against Jofra Archer

T

rinidad and Tobago’s Red Force and West
Indies limited-overs specialist Nicholas
Pooran should be given an opportunity to play
First-Class cricket, former top West Indian fast bowler Sir
Andy Roberts has said. Roberts believes the more exposure
Pooran receives, the better it would be for him to stake a claim
for selection on the regional Test squad.
Roberts made the call last week on the Barbados-based
Mason & Guest show.
Pooran has also been noticed by former West Indies fast
bowler, Michael Holding. Recently, Holding wondered why
the 24-year-old Pooran was not considered for the 14-man
Test team for the tour of England. The young batsman has only
played three First-Class matches, in November and December,
2014.
Said Roberts: “There is one name that I haven’t heard anybody call, and I think that we should try to get this guy to play
red-ball cricket, Nicholas Pooran. It would be better for him in
the long run. It will help his game.”
The West Indies are set to play three Tests, behind closed
doors, in England next month. The Test squad, as well as 11
reserves, arrived in England earlier this month for a quarantine
period, followed by preparation for the First Test in Southampton on July 8.
A surprise name on the Test squad was Guyana Jaguars’ allrounder Raymon Reifer, who has only played one Test, against
New Zealand, in 2017.
Commenting on inclusion of the 29-year-old Barbadianborn left-handed player, Roberts asked, “What is Raymon’s
strength? [Does] his strength depend a lot on swing or containment? These are some of things that we need to look at.”
He also noted: “One name that surprises me in the announcement of the squad is Oshane Thomas. His name should
be pencilled down (in the Test squad).”
Along with Pooran, Thomas is deemed as a limited-overs
specialist. The 23-year-old Jamaican fast bowler has played
eight First-Class matches between 2016 and 2019.
Said Roberts: “[Thomas] has what others want, which is
pace. He may not be a wicket-taker, but he creates some problems for the opposition. That is what you want.”
Commenting on the chances the West Indies can retain the
Wisden Trophy (after a 2-1 win at home in 2019), Roberts said,
“That would be great, but I think they would have to work very
hard. It’s difficult for me to pinpoint who is going to blossom
on that tour.”
Additionally, “I am hoping we can find one or two players
from that tour who can go on to become household names in
the West Indies, and around the world.”
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Cricket ins-and-outsleave no room for
Guyana’s
Permaul

T

ECB now listening
to voices at margin

I

n an acknowledgement of the brutal killing of George
Floyd in Minneapolis and growing global protests for
an end to racism and racial inequality, the England
and Wales Cricket Board last week said it is listening to the
voices speaking out against racism in cricket.
The ECB also vowed to make changes to the game for
the better in the near future.
Said the Board: “We have listened carefully to those
who have spoken out in recent weeks about their experiences of being black in cricket, sport and society. We admire them for being vocal on this crucial topic. We know
that systemic racism spans institutions and sectors across
the country, and we know that our sport is not immune.”
It added: “We understand that barriers to its enjoyment exist for many communities. We have made progress
in bringing cricket to more and more people around the
country, and it is our resolve to break down these barriers.”
The ECB has also indicated it will engage “black influencers within cricket” in order to evolve their “existing
inclusion and diversity work and specifically address the
issues raised by the black community”.
Former England opener Michael Carberry recently
spoke out against racism in cricket (see page 20). In addition, James Anderson, England’s premier fast bowler, too
recalled the racial slurs hurled at Jofra Archer during a
Test match in New Zealand in late 2019.
“It’s so important that we continue to listen to the voices
of those who have spoken out,” the ECB said.
Additionally, “We must educate ourselves, face uncomfortable truths, in order to create action internally and
throughout the game to ensure long-term change.”

here was just no room for
Veersammy Permaul on the
touring West Indian team now
in England, chairman of the Cricket West
Indies selection panel Roger Harper said last week.
Permaul is a left-arm spinner and right-handed batsman.
His non-selection for the 25-man contingent for three-Test
series scheduled for next month prompted harsh criticism from
the Berbice Cricket Board and the Guyana Cricket Board.
Last week Harper told the Mason & Guest cricket radio
show in Barbados he was not surprised at the outcry in the
light of “the sort of performance that Permaul has had this
season and over the years”.
Permaul picked up 42 wickets in the 2018-19 campaign, 50
wickets in the 2017 season, and 41 during the 2016 first-class
tournament.
Said Harper: “Permaul has been performing exceptionally
well over the last few years… But if you look at the structure
of the team [now in England], the Test squad and the reserves,
you realise that there aren’t a lot of spinners in the party.”
He added: “We looked at the conditions you are likely to
face [in England], and the sort of bowlers that we’ll need in
the squad, and [Rahkeem] Cornwall was selected as a spinner
in the Test squad from his performance in his last Test match.
And looking at the reserves we thought we’d look at replacements for positions in the team, and we picked one spinner as a
direct replacement and the panel went for the incumbent who
was on the last tour.”
Jomel Warrican was chosen as the sole left-arm spinner in
the squad.
When CWI named the 14-man team and 11 reserves for the
historic “bio-secure” Test series minus Permaul, BCB President
Hilbert Foster condemned it as “sickening treatment” of the
leading bowler in this year’s Regional Four-Day tournament.
Permaul plays domestically for the Albion Community Centre Cricket Club in Guyana.
He has taken 290 wickets at the senior Four-Day level at an
average of 16.90, and has recorded 18 five-wicket hauls and
seven ten-wicket hauls in a match.
The GCB said it was bewildered and disturbed by his omission, and had consequently written to CWI’s chief executive
Johnny Grave, requesting “a logical explanation”.
Permaul has taken 18 wickets from six Tests played in
matches five years ago. He has been repeatedly overlooked ever
since, despite outstanding performances each season. Overall,
he has taken 536 first class wickets at an average of 20. Shimron Hetmyer and Keemo Paul were offered places in the West
Indies squad, but declined because of Covid-19 concerns.
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Chatterjee was high priest of India’s middle cinema
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By Amit Khanna
He had spent his childhood in Mathura, and thus had
ne of India’s great storytellers, and the high priest
an excellent grasp of the Hindi language. Usually writing
of middle cinema in India, Basu Chatterjee,
his own scripts, his dialogue is laced with everyday lingo
passed away in Mumbai on June 4. He was 93.
and profundities in equal measure. A staunch film society
“He passed away peacefully in his sleep in the morning.
enthusiast, he was always up to speed with the best of world
He hadn’t been keeping well for quite a while due to old
cinema, yet he kept his own storytelling simple.
age problems and died at his residence. It’s a great loss for
Interestingly, many of his films had outstanding music
the film industry,” Ashoke Pandit, president of the Indian
and he worked with a range of composers like S.D. Burman,
Film & Television Directors’ Association told PTI.
Salil Chowdhury, R.D. Burman, Laxmikant Pyarelal, Rajesh
The last rites of the filmmaker, who
Roshan, and Bappi Lahiri, who all
blazed a middle-of-the-road trail in
gave him distinctive scores.
the 1970s and 1980s, were performed
Whether it is middle-class office
at the Santacruz crematorium. “Only
romance in Rajnigandha, or a lower
family members were present...
middle class bride discovering her
around ten people, including both the
husband and his family in a Mumdaughters and sons-in-law. I was there
bai chawl in Piya ka Ghar, Mumbai
because I wanted to be part of his
local romance of Bandra Christians
journey,” Pandit said.
(Baton Baton Mein), premarital reBasu was one of the founding
lationships in a conservative middle
fathers of the new wave ciwnema, with
class setting (Kamala Ki Maut) or
the stark but poignant “Sara Akash”
the Hindi adaptations of classics like
in 1969, and a fountainhead of middle
Pygmalion (Man Pasand), Twelve
cinema (along with older colleague
Angry Men (Ek Ruka Hua Faisla),
Hrishikesh Mukherjee), so popular
Basu-Da’s characters were always
nowadays. Unlike many of his conwell etched out. You would often
temporaries his cinema was neither
see simple everyday happenings
obscure nor tedious.
highlighted in his films.
Basu Chatterjee
A prolific filmmaker he drew upon
Many of his films had strong
the cinema of his predecessors Bimal Roy and Hrishikesh
women characters – Swami, Chitchor, Jeena Yahan, Apne
Mukherjee and European new wave masters to tell human
Paraye, Pasand Apni Apni.
stories of middle-class Bharat that is India.
Subtle humour expressed quietly was another of his hallWhat some of our young filmmakers are doing sucmark.
cessfully today Basu-Da did four decades ago. Just see his
Basu Chatterjee was one of the first filmmakers to sucoeuvre – Piya Ka Ghar, Choti Si Baat, Chitchor, Rajnicessfully take to the small screen. His series on everyday life
gandha, Swami, Baton Baton Mein, Manpasand, Priyatama,
Rajni (featuring Priya Tendulkar) was the first attempt at
Manzil, Chakrvyuh, Prem Vivah, Khatta Meetha, Dillagi,
consumer guidance on Indian screen.
Shaukeen, Jeena Yahan, Kamla ki Maut, Ek Ruka hua faisla,
Kakaji Kahin, Byomkesh Bakshi, Darpan, and Ek Prem
Chameli ki Shaadi, Sheesha, Triyacharitra, Gudgudee, and
Katha were some of his other landmark serials. If he had
many others.
been keeping good health in the last few years, I am sure
He worked with many top stars – Ashok Kumar, Dev
we would have seen some pathbreaking stuff from him on
Anand, Dharmendra, Rajesh Khanna, Jeetendra, Amitabh
streaming platforms as well.
Bachchan, Mithun Chakraborty, Anil Kapoor, Hema MaThough he won several National awards (and many Filmlini, Jaya Bachchan, Moushumi Chatterjee, Neetu Singh,
fare awards too), he remains one of the most underrated
Tina (Ambani).
directors in Indian cinema. He has neither been honoured
At the same time we could see Girish Karnad, Utpal
with Dadasaheb Phalke Award, nor has been given a Padma
Dutt, Amol Palekar, Farooq Shaikh, Naseeruddin Shah,
award, though many lesser deserving contemporaries have
Shabana Azmi, Om Puri, Pankaj Kapur, Vidya Sinha, Malbeen given these honours.
lika Sarabhai and others.
One rarely saw him at gala film parties or award shows.
He was as familiar with Sarat Chandra as he was with
Yet his films will continue to inspire generations of film
George Bernard Shaw. He often drew on literature for his
makers.
stories, and was equally at home with Manu Bhandari and
His passing away brings to a close another great chapter in
Paddy Chayefsky. His films were layered, but were always
Indian film history. I am fortunate to have worked with him
simply told. Basu’s cinema was unobtrusive, straight from
over the years. We did not meet so often, but I was in touch
the heart set in a familiar milieu.
with him until recently, and had asked his daughter, Rupali, to
Always economical in his craft (his film had excellent
please facilitate my telephone conversation with him after his
cinematography by K.K. Mahajan and A.K. Bir for the
recent illness.
most), he seldom compromised with quality. Much before
Unfortunately, that call did not happen. I will always
the trend of casting directors, Basu Chatterjee’s films were
treasure my time spent with him.
always perfectly cast with interesting actors doing small
cameos.
(Amit Khanna wrote lyrics for Basu Chatterjees “Swami”
He had begun his career as a cartoonist (Bal Thackeray
(1977) and “Man Pasand” (1980). He also produced “Man
and Lakshman were his contemporaries) in the 1950s,
Pasand” and executive-produced the 1997 release, “Gudwhich gave him his brevity of expression and wit.
gudee”)
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Bollywood producer Anil Suri
passes June 4 from coronavirus

B

ollywood producer Anil Suri, who had backed films like Raaj Kumar-Rekha starrer Karmayogi and Raaj Tilak, passed away due to
coronavirus on June 4, the same day that Basu Chatterjee breathed
his last (see article above). He was 77.
Anil’s brother, film producer Rajiv Suri, said he had fever on June 2, but
his condition worsened the next day with breathlessness.
“He was rushed to the top hospitals, Lilavati and Hinduja, but both
denied him a bed,” Rajiv claimed.
“He was then taken to Advanced Multispeciality Hospital. He had COVID-19. On the evening of June 4, they said something is amiss, and he was
put on ventilator. He died around 7:00 pm,” Rajiv told PTI.
Last rites of Anil were held on the morning of June 5 at Oshiwara
cremation ground with four close family members attending, wearing
Personal Protective Equipment.
Besides Rajiv, Anil is survived by two children and wife.
Anil Suri
Rajiv, who had produced Basu Chatterjee’s 1979 film Manzil featuring Amitabh Bachchan and Moushumi Chatterjee, said it was heartbreaking to lose one of his favourite directors and brother on
the same day.
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Differences, dissonances disturb worlds in ‘Jab Jab’
Jab Jab Phool Khile: Movie review by Filmi Geek
the apparently anti-modern, anti-feminist sentiments of the
ometimes a film can leave the thinking and feeling pormovie. How can I forget that I am not Indian? In the end, it’s
tions of my brain have become disaligned. Such films
not my place to declare that this cautionary tale is too cautionare hard to write about. Jab jab phool khile (“Whenever
ary. Rita’s over-accessorised, ‘Audrey Hepburnized’ 1960s
flowers may bloom”)
splendour is appealing, but I
is one such, with an
don’t know what the
anti-modernity and
threat of western hopossibly anti-femmogenisation really
inist message that
looked like from
is hard for me to
the perspective of
swallow. And yet
this film’s original,
I loved the film
intended audience.
for its emotion
And I don’t think
and tenderness,
the film is necesand I’m inclined
sarily saying that
to give it a pass for
all westernisation
any moral aspects
or modernisation
that don’t set
is bad, just the
right with me.
all-or-nothing,
Rita (Nanda),
un-nuanced brand
having finished
adopted by Rita
her studies in
and her orbit.
America, ventures
In real life, if a
to Kashmir for
relationship bea little vacation
tween a “sophistitime, and rents
cate” like Rita and
a houseboat from
a “bumpkin” like Raja
a)
Smi
or) with the ‘dem
a simple local boy named
were to have a ghost’s
tten Raja (Sashi Kapo
ure’ Rita (Nand
Raja (Shashi Kapoor). Raja
chance of success, a
is smitten instantly, and eventually a mutual affection develops. great deal of compromise on both sides would be required. It’s
Rita’s vacation eventually ends, but she returns the following
certainly problematic, and perhaps a little dissatisfying that
summer, this time in the company of the irritating Kishore
in the end of Jab Jab Phool Khile, it’s Rita who makes all the
(Jatin Khanna), the self-important dandy Rita’s father wants
sacrifices. And yet somehow in the film’s own narrative context
her to marry. After a showdown with Kishore, Raja declares his it makes perfect sense. Both Raja and Rita are extremely naive
love, and travels to the city to present himself to Rita’s family.
and narrow-minded; neither one of them is particularly good
Rita dresses him in western finery and instructs him in some of at seeing the perspective of the other. But at least Raja has an
her family’s modern customs, but when Rita’s father sets him
excuse for his simplicity; in Rita, supposedly so worldly and
up for an embarrassing evening, Raja realises that he cannot
educated, the presumption is less forgivable. And Raja does
adjust to Rita’s world. It’s up to Rita to figure out a way to keep try to join Rita in her world, even though he discovers that it
their relationship alive.
doesn’t suit him. Of the two, he seems to be the one who has
Jab Jab Phool Khile pits the emancipated go-go 1960s
tried harder, done all the work, and done all the thinking for
against good old-fashioned country conservatism, and it’s in
both of them. It seems only just that in the end he gets all the
no way a fair fight. On the side of traditionalism we have the
reward.
charming Raja, earnest, innocent, and handsome. He looks
Jab Jab Phool Khile is quite clearly the antecedent of the
after his pre-teen younger sister and manages their houseboat
1990s hit Raja Hindustani, but it is by far the better and more
rental business with an ethic of hardworking honesty; he’s not
delicate movie, without the masala excess of the more recent
even comfortable accepting tips. Meanwhile, we are shown
film. The greatest strength of Jab Jab Phool Khile is this: Shashi
very little of value in modernity and Westernisation. Rita
Kapoor is simply a superb actor. He registers Raja’s emotional
may be educated, but she’s vapid and selfish. It’s not Raja the
transitions in the subtlest changes in his face – from wide open,
country rube who is a boor, it’s Rita, who abuses servants and
boyish innocence to wounded mistrust, to anger. The scene in
whines petulantly each time she doesn’t get her way. Also on
which he chastises Rita after his humiliation in the company of
the side of modernity is the sniveling, entitled Kishore, not to
Rita’s urbane family and friends is among the most moving in
mention Rita’s wealthy scheming father, who is not satisfied
the film – the most explicitly anti-modern, anti-western views
merely to refuse to give his daughter to Raja, but must also put
are given voice here – and Shashi delivers it perfectly, wringing
the rustic in his place. The deck is stacked so heavily in favour
tears from me even as I squirmed at his sentiment. In the film’s
of Raja’s simple country living that there’s no question which
songs he is a bit raw and unformed; having not yet developed his
kind of life the film is advocating. In one song, expressing
own style, he channels his brothers in turn, now Raj’s smooth
his discomfort with the modern trappings, he even makes an
sophistication, now Shammi’s wild gyration. In the dramatic
explicit contrast between Rita’s milieu and what is properly In- scenes, though, he is fully in his own element, one of the finest
dian life, asking “kaise bhuul jaaun ki main huun hindustani”
actors there is. Jab Jab Phool Khile is a Shashi fan’s film – he
– (“How can I forget that I am Indian?”).
looks beautiful and does all the emotional heavy lifting – and it’s
It is statements like that that make it hard for me to judge
as a Shashi fan that I most enjoyed it.

S

Bollywood exposes kids to alcohol, tobacco - study

B

ollywood films have exposed audiences that include
children to tobacco, alcohol, and the consumption of
fast-food in its films, a recently published study has
found. The study covered almost two decades, and also found
watching these films to be associated with initiation of early
consumption.
The research is timely, published in as Covid-19 pandemic
restriction have led to increased media consumption, with
populations house-bound and spending more screen-time on
entertainment and games.
The study titled, ‘Trends in tobacco, alcohol and branded fastfood imagery in Bollywood films’, analysed 300 movies spanning
1994-2013. It found 93 percent of the movies had at least one occurrence of alcohol, 70 percent had at least one incident showing
tobacco, and 21 percent had at least one event related to branded
fast food.
“Our study suggests that Bollywood films are contributing to
promoting unhealthy behaviours in their audience, particularly
children,” said Dr Nandita Murukutla, author of the study and
Vice President, Global Policy and Research, Vital Strategies.
Tobacco and alcohol occurrences were more common in
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films rated for older audiences (A-rated films), whereas fastfood depiction was prominent in movies targeted for all audiences (U- and U/A-rated films), according to the study.
On an average, tobacco products or usage was depicted four
times per movie, alcohol shown or used seven times for each
movie, and branded fast food was shown or used 0.4 times per
film. The study noted although depiction of tobacco fell during the 20-year period of analysis, the placement of alcohol and
branded fast food products significantly increased.
Its researchers believe the downward trend in tobacco promotion from the year 2004 could be attributed to the regulations related to advertising, promotions, and sponsorships
under Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, and WHO
Framework Convention of Tobacco Control.
The researchers have called for adoption of strong policy
measures to protect the health of movie-watching audiences.
Such steps should include monitoring and prohibition of product placement of unhealthy commodities on all media, considering ‘A’ certificate for films depicting the unhealthy items, and
removal of government subsidies in case of any depiction of
harmful commodities.

Bollywood’s ‘new normal’:
no touching or kissing

N

o close-dancing, touching hands is a definite nono; and certainly no kissing. No, the giant Indian
film industry is not returning to its past prudery.
Welcome to Bollywood 2020. In the emerging “new normal”, these are the strictures required for physical distancing as India struggles to cope with Covid-19.
The authorities have given the action go-ahead for
cameras to roll again as India’s lockdown is eased, and Bollywood executives have “no doubt” that film production will
return to pre-virus levels within months.
However, producers must follow an exhaustive list of
rules, including a reduction in the number of crew members, physical distancing on set, and remote castings. Regular temperature checks will be taken on set by an on-site
healthcare professional, with an ambulance made available
at all times.
But in one of the biggest – and for audiences most visible changes are that scenes involving close human contact
will be cut, for the short term at least. This is bad news for
fans of the legendary Bollywood group dance montage.
Kissing – long a controversial subject in Bollywood –
will also be banned for the foreseeable future. Once again,
the suggestions are blooming for using flower imagery, a
throwback to early Bollywood films, to signify intimacy.
For dance scenes, the new measures are expected to
mean no big group montages, since this would break
physical distancing rules. Instead, there is likely to be just
the lead actor and actress, dancing separately and in turn,
without the usual 20 to 30 backing dancers.
Even before the new guidance was announced, actorproducer Sanjay Suri said: “Cinematic intimacy will take
time to return. I can’t imagine us sweating and close dancing in a film immediately. We surely will have to reinvent a
working style and be cautious.”
In whatever form it returns in, the reopening of India’s
£2.4 billion industry, which usually produces more than
1,500 Hindi-language films every year, double the output
of Hollywood, will come as a welcome relief to a moviemad nation.
“Entertainment and films run through the lifeblood of
our nation. The cultural connection between the industry
and the psyche of our nation is extremely deep, and it has
been that way for generations,” said Vikram Malhotra, CEO
of Abundantia Entertainment, a major Bollywood production house. “Watching films and discussing film stars is
our national pastime, and in India, it is fact [that] we have
temples erected for more than half a dozen movie stars.”
Indeed, pre-lockdown, an incredible 15 million Indians
visited the cinema daily – over one percent of the entire
population.
When Narendra Modi, the Prime Minister, placed
India under lockdown on March 25, production sets and
cinemas shut as Indians were only permitted to leave their
homes to purchase essential groceries and medicines.
Bollywood has lost in excess of £100 million in box
office sales alone. More than 500,000 daily wage labourers working in the industry, stitching exuberant outfits,
designing dramatic set backdrops or working as runners
for demanding stars, also lost their jobs.
Despite pledges by production houses and film stars
to cover wages, many labourers have been without any
income for over two months.
On June 8, when the government announced that
private businesses were allowed to operate again, the
government for the state of Maharashtra published a 16page document detailing the rules that production houses
would have to follow in order to reopen.
Malhotra welcomed the lengthy advice, arguing that it
is necessary to protect the health of workers in a manner
meaning their livelihoods could also be maintained.
He aims to resume filming in July, once he can ensure
that the new guidelines can be followed.
“Where shoots have started, the entire set is being sanitised on a regular basis, we are shooting with an optimum
crew and the crew is using face shields, gloves, and other
necessary safety equipment,” said Punit Misra, the CEO
of domestic broadcast business at Zee Entertainment
Enterprises.
Vidya Balan, an actress who was working on the blockbuster Sherni when filming was postponed, also welcomed
the new regulations.
“This is probably going to be the new normal for a
while, and besides doing the best we can to help each
other out during these trying times. I’m looking forward
to embracing it and getting back to work and doing what I
love,” she said.
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GTA LEADERS REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West Suite 26
Vaughan Ontario L4L 4C2

Tel: 416-241-3337
Fax: 416-987-0056
gtaleaders@gmail.com
www.teamgtahomes.com

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
Cell: 647-894-0764

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • INVESTMENT

HOME IS WHERE YOUR STORY BEGINS

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• Life • Mortgage
• Disability
• Travel • Visitor
• Critical Illness
• Super Visa
• RESP & RRSP
• Investment
If you fail to
plan, then
you’re planning
to fail.
Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor
Cell: 416-731-7527

Shawn Ambedkar

I started
looking for my
first home five
years ago. My
husband and I
found GTA
Leaders Realty
where we
worked closely
with Abdool
Saheed. We
were first time
home buyers
and we
wanted to make the right move and invest in our first
home as newlyweds. We started the process and landed
the right home for us in Central Ajax. We couldn't have
been happier.
We are now approaching our fifth wedding anniversary
in May and our perfect home for two is no longer a fit
for three.
We contacted Abdool again to sell our house and help us
to find our new dream home.
It has been nothing but amazing working with a
professional caring individual and his team. He sold our
house and we were able to buy our new dream home.
We got exactly what we wanted and our family couldn't
be happier.

Sales Representative
Cell: 437-235-7599

$699,000
Location!
Location!
Location!

$679,900
Beautiful 4 bedroom, semi-backsplit home in
Brampton. Bright home with lots of sunlight,
eat-in-kitchen, hardwood floor thru-out, large paved
driveway, large shed in backyard. New H/E furnace.
Close to all amenities. Move-in ready. Transit and easy
access to Hwy 410.

Freehold townhouse
with 3 bedrooms +
potential for 2 more
bedrooms. Walkout to 2
balconies. Close to all
amenities including
places of worship,
shopping centres, steps
to TTC, seconds from
401, 400 & 07.

Starting from
low $300’s

Tel: 647-852-7243
MORTGAGE
1st, 2nd and Reﬁnance
PROPOSAL / BANKRUPTCY
Make One Small Monthly Payment
For all Your Debts
INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal - Business
Business Registration
HST - Payroll - WSIB

Abdool Saheed
Cell: 416-731-7527

Abdool Saheed ASA, ABR, SRES
Broker of Record

YORKWOODS CONDOS
Jane & Sheppard

Jason Saheed
647-293-8397

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

$100

(Barrels up to 30" tall)

HEAD OFFICE

Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120
Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
24
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

