CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.
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Muslims call for action against Islamophobia

T

www.omesh.com

he National Council of Canadian Muslims on Monday of the most pressing issues related to violent and systemic
released 61 policy recommendations ahead of the Islamophobia in Canada.
Among the recommendations are the call for an Office of
National Summit on Islamophobia, which takes place
tomorrow as a virtual event. The group hosted events releas- the Special Envoy on Islamophobia; funding for Muslim stoing the recommendations on Monday in cities that have expe- rytelling; reform of the Canada Revenue Agency; Criminal
Code Amendments to
rienced crimes targetbetter deal with hate
ing Muslims in recent
crimes; anti-Islamoyears: Quebec City, the
phobia strategies in
GTA, Edmonton, and
education at the proin London, Ontario.
vincial level, municiOn June 6 in
pal anti-racism camLondon, four mempaigns, and others.
bers making up three
Monday’s
event
generations of a
took
place
here
Muslim family were
in the GTA at the
killed while out for a
International Muslim
Sunday walk. In what
Organisation’s mosque
London police said
was a premeditated Presenters at the IMO’s unveiling event in Etobicoke: Standing, in Etobicoke. This
attack, Salman Afzaal, l-r, back row are Rizwana Kaderdina, Omar Farouk, Maqbool mosque itself was
his wife Madiha, Sheikh, Pastor Keaton Austin, Habeeb Ali, Pastor Delroy the site of a fatal
daughter Yumna, and Sherman, Fouzan Khan, & Pt Vishnu Mishra; sitting, l-r front Islamophobic attack,
grandmother, Talat row are Dr Fariha Khan, Dr Nadia Hasan, Michael Lublin, which occurred on
September 12, 2020.
Afzaal, were targeted Mohamad Fakih, Dr Mohamad Iqbal, & Andrea Saul
and killed by a 20-year-old man driving a pick-up truck. In this attack, Mohamed-Aslim Zafis was fatally stabbed
outside the mosque. At the time of his death, Zafis was a
Nine-year-old Fayez survived the attack.
The call for tomorrow’s national summit was made by the volunteer performing Covid-19 health screening outside the
London Muslim Mosque, along with hundreds of Muslim mosque’s front entrance.
The unveiling of the recommendations on Monday in
community organisations and allies, after the Islamophobic
Etobicoke saw participation by an inter-faith cross-section
attack occurred in London, Ontario.
Monday’s event unveiled 61 recommendations for policy- of presenters, that included Maqbool Sheikh, Pastor Keaton
makers that would be participating in tomorrow’s national Austin, Habeeb Ali, Pt Vishnu Mishra, Dr Fariha Khan,
summit. The recommendations are a distillation of some Mohamad Fakih, Andrea Saul, and others.

Vaccinations down as Ontario moves to Step 3

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Toronto – Ontario moved to Step 3 of its
immunised, CBC News reported.
COVID-19:
Covid-19 re-opening plan earlier than expect- THE RECOVERY
“The higher proportion of our population
ed on July 16, nearly a week before it was due.
that is immunised, the less we will have to
According to the original plan, Step 3 should
worry about those vulnerable people getting
have kicked in today.
the virus,” Moore said yesterday.
“I didn’t see any reason to hold us back,
Ontario reported 127 new cases of Covidgiven that so many Ontarians have come for19 yesterday, with two more persons dying
ward. Over 200,000 (people a day) are coming
from the illness.
forward to get immunised,” Dr Kieran Moore,
According to its original path, Ontario was
Ontario’s chief medical officer of health said
to remain in Step 3 for at least 21 days, and
last week.
until 80 percent of those eligible, aged 12 and
While the daily vaccination numbers were
older, had at least one shot of a Covid-19 vaccine,
trending upwards last week, it was revealed yesterday
and 75 percent were fully immunised with both doses.
that a slowdown in the pace of injections had now occurred.
After meeting these thresholds, the plan by the provincial
According to the figures revealed by Moore yesterday, over government was to reportedly look at removing the majority
2.5 million eligible persons in Ontario are yet to be vaccinated of public health and workplace safety measures. These meaagainst Covid-19.
sures would have included lifting capacity limits for indoor
Provincial figures indicate only 132,963 doses of vaccines and outdoor settings, and for social gatherings.
were administered early this week, the fewest on a Monday
During his first news conference on June 29, Moore said
since late May.
he expected the province to remain in Step 2 for at least three
As CBC News reported, Moore noted there is a risk that weeks due to concerns about Covid-19 variants.
unvaccinated people could not only become sick with CovidSaid Moore: “With Delta being present, we obviously have
19, but they may also contribute to breakthrough infections to watch what is going on around the world, where Australia
among the vaccinated.
and multiple cities have had to lockdown, Israel is back with
As it stood this week in Ontario, more than 80 percent of masking in public spaces, Europe might be looking at further
adults have had at least one shot of a Covid-19 vaccine, while public health measures,”
roughly 62 percent of Ontarians aged 12 and older are fully
See Page 12: Ontario
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Ali’s Roti Shop
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Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204
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Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$679,900

Spacious home with 4 bedrooms, 4 washrooms,
laneway double car garage, large deck, open
concept living and dining room, spacious kitchen,
main floor office and a warm family room. Freshly
painted and professionally cleaned. Short walk to
Mount Pleasant GO. Fenced lot.

O

Luxury Townhome

LD

$829,000

S

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Charm, Warmth, & Elegance

Well-cared for home with a private driveway,
internal access from garage, great room with 16’
ceiling, and open brick wood burning fireplace,
inviting dining room, gourmet kitchen, laundry
room on the upper level, laminate and hardwood
floors, and a finished basement. A rare find.

$489,900

$599,900

Tridal Luxury Condo

Affordable Solutions

Nice! Neat & Nifty. Luxury suite features laminate &
ceramic floors. A sparkling clean unit with an open
balcony overlooking the ravine. Features include a
spacious bedroom, open concept living & dining
room. Space saver kitchen with built in microwave,
dishwasher, & laundry. It’s a bargain.

$749,900

An investor’s delight. This bungalow can be easily
converted into a two-family home. Features three
bedrooms, combined living and dining, and an
unfinished basement with separate entrance.
Potential rental income is $36,000. Good return on
investment.

$729,000

Family Approved

A Sure Winner

A most tempting buy. Features include 4 bedrooms,
3 washrooms, master with a full ensuite and an
unfinished basement with separate entrance.
This newer style home is about 2,240 square feet
and has large basement windows. Easy to add a
secondary suite. Quick closing needed.

Good home on a fine lot with great neighbours.
Features 3 bedrooms, master with a full ensuite and
walk in closet, internal access from garage. This
modern home is not fully built as yet.

$799,999

Dignified-Attractive

Next door to everything. This spacious and modern bungalow features 3 bedrooms and 2 washrooms on the main floor. The basement is partly
finished with a bedroom and another washroom.
Features include a double car garage. This home
backs onto a creek teeming with nature’s beauty.

2

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 21, 2021

$799,000

Location + Charm + Value

Ideal home with 3,416 finished sq ft, 2 storey, dbl
grge, 5 bdrms, 4 baths, tons of room for growing
family. Updated sump pump, cent. AC, new fencing, door, auto. irrigation, therm. & motion activ.
lights. Full automation with Voice Command utilities. Six camera security. We invite you to inspect.

DENYSE THOMASOS
ODYSSEY
Memory, transformation and the trauma of diaspora

Presenting Sponsor

Media Partner

mcmichael.com
Home to the Art of Canada

Denyse Thomasos (1964–2012), Untitled, 2012, acrylic on canvas, 45.7 x 61 cm, Private collection, L2021.6,
© Courtesy of the Estate of Denyse Thomasos and Olga Korper Gallery

The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is
an Agency of the Government of Ontario

ALSO ON VIEW
Jon Sasaki Homage
Early Days Indigenous Art at the McMichael / Closes August 15

Now Open. Welcome Back!
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DENTISTRY

Open work permits for residency applicants

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Ottawa – The Honourable Marco E. L. Mendicino, Minister under one of the temporary measures put in place as a result
of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship announced last of the pandemic, such as the public policy for post-graduation
week starting July 26, 2021, individuals who have applied for work permit holders.
The potential for disruption and uncertainty for applicants
the recently opened pathway to permanent residence will be
eligible for an open work permit while awaiting the results of who have an expiring work permit has also been recognised,
and the government has been working to ensure that those who
their application.
“Our new path to permanent residence for 90,000 essential do not qualify for existing measures would not lose their temporary status and work authorisation.
workers and international graduates is
To qualify for this one-time open
a major step forward – the size, speed,
work permit, applicants must show they
and scope of which is unprecedented,”
have successfully submitted an applicaMendicino said.
tion under one of the new permanent
He added, “This new open work permit
residence pathway’s streams, are holding
ensures that those who have been playing
a valid work permit, or were authorised
critical roles throughout the pandemic
to work without a work permit at the time
can continue their extraordinary service.
their permanent residence application was
Our message to them is simple: your status
submitted.
may be temporary, but your contributions
Also, these individuals must hold a
are lasting – and we want you to stay.”
valid work permit that is set to expire
The pathway to permanent residence
within the next four months, and have
was opened to international students who
temporary resident status, maintained
graduated from a Canadian institution,
status, or are eligible to restore their stahealth care workers, and those in other
tus at the time their open work permit
designated essential occupations on May
application is submitted. They must also
6, 2021.
be in Canada at the time their open work
To qualify for the pathway, individuals
Marco Mendicino
permit application was submitted, and are
must be legally working in Canada at the
time of their application, and maintain their temporary resident employed in any occupation at the time they submitted their
status until a decision is made on their permanent residence permanent residence application.
Applicants must also meet the language requirements of the
application.
Many whose status is set to expire are able to extend their stream under which they applied at the time their permanent
work permit under existing programs, or receive a new permit residence application was submitted.

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Ontario govt invests $5.8m in free online worker training

Toronto – The Ontario government is investing $5.8 million
in free online training to help 100,000 workers gain the skills
they need to find good jobs and restart their careers. Courses
will focus on building skills most in-demand by employers in
fields such as information technology, finance, and business
administration.
This funding is part of the government’s $115 million Skills
Development Fund to address challenges to hiring, training and
retraining workers because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
“As our province safely and steadily reopens we’re seeing
strong demand for qualified workers across many industries,”
said Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Training and
Skills Development.
McNaughton added, “There are more than 250,000 jobs
in Ontario going unfilled today. Many hardworking people
are eager to start these new, well-paying and purpose-driven
careers. Through this partnership with LinkedIn, we’ve identified the top skills employers are looking for and we’re offering
free online training to help workers and their families get back
on their feet.”
Workers will have access to over 17,000 courses, including
videos taught by global industry experts. Employment Ontario
career experts will coach each worker on which courses match
their needs and personal career goals.
“We are excited to facilitate economic growth in Ontario
through our learning, labour market insights, and recruiting

products,” said Mark Lobosco, Vice President of LinkedIn
Talent Solutions.
He added, “Together, we can create more equal access to
opportunity through learning and skills and help prepare
Ontarians for the jobs of today and tomorrow.”
This partnership aligns with Ontario’s efforts to quickly
re-skill laid off workers, reach traditionally under-represented
groups, and support the talent needs of small businesses.
It will also provide employment services organisations with
access to local labour market data to ensure workers are building skills reflected in local job postings.
Employment service providers will also be able to use the
platform’s employer outreach tools to build relationships with
local employers to connect workers with job placements more
quickly.
“As we move forward with reopening, our government is
committed to helping workers find good, meaningful and wellpaying jobs,” said Robin Martin, MPP for Eglinton-Lawrence.
“This important investment will ensure everyone looking
for work can quickly access the training they need to start indemand jobs and get back on their feet,” he said.
The funding comes as part of the government’s $115 million
Skills Development Fund to address challenges to hiring, training, and retraining workers during the Covid-19 pandemic, and
is part of the province’s 2021 Budget, Ontario’s Action Plan:
Protecting People’s Health and Our Economy.

Toronto — The Board of Trustees of the York Catholic
District School Board last month announced the appointment
of Domenic Scuglia as its new Director of Education effective
August 1, 2021.
Scuglia is a seasoned educator and senior leader with a passion for student success and a clearly demonstrated commitment to equity, diversity, and inclusion. He
is currently Director of Education for the
Regina Catholic School Division, a position
he has held for five years.
He will be returning to York with his
appointment, having spent 34 years working here as a teacher, department head, vice
principal and principal, before leaving to
take on his current role.
“As a Board of Trustees, we are thrilled
to welcome Scuglia back to York Catholic
as Director of Education,” said Dominic
Mazzotta, Chair, Board of Trustees.
Mazzotta added, “He is a proven leader
within Catholic education in this country
Domenic
and a consensus builder who is not afraid
of having tough conversations. He is a faith-filled Catholic
with strong financial acumen and a strategic mindset. Scuglia
is a champion for equity, human rights and social justice who
will help ensure our Board continues to move forward in this
regard.”

Said Scuglia: “I am humbled to be given the opportunity to
work alongside the Board of Trustees and the senior leadership
team to continue offering and improving the quality Catholic
education that York Catholic provides to its students.
He added, “I am filled with joy to be returning home after
spending five wonderful years in Saskatchewan, and I am looking forward to reconnecting with staff, students and families in the next school year.”
Scuglia was chosen following a rigorous recruitment process that included
postings through several senior education
organizations such as the Ontario Catholic
Supervisory Officers Association, and
Council of Ontario Directors of Education,
as well as a number of diverse BIPOC
(Black, Indigenous, People of Colour)
education organisations, including the
Alliance of Black School Educators and
the First Nations Education Administrators
Association.
Prior to taking on his current role, Scuglia
Scuglia
served at York Catholic as a vice principal at
Father Michael McGivney Catholic Academy in Markham, and
Holy Cross Catholic Academy in Woodbridge. He was appointed principal at St Joan of Arc Catholic High School in Maple,
before opening St Maximilian Kolbe Catholic High School in
Aurora as founding principal.

York Catholic board hires seasoned educator to top role
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VEDIC BOOKS
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•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Businesses get support for health, safety training
Waterloo – The Ontario government
“Protecting our economy starts with
is investing $10.5 million to provide up
protecting our small businesses and the
to 60,000 small businesses across the
people who run them and foster their
province with free health and safety
growth,” said Nina Tangri, Associate
training over the next three years.
Minister of Small Business and Red Tape
The new Small Business Health and
Reduction.
Safety Training Program will improve
Tangri added, “By investing in health
health and safety awareness to help
and safety training, we’re making our
prevent illnesses and injuries by trainsmall businesses safer places for harding health and safety representatives of
working families to seize the opportunismall businesses on how to keep workers
ties they need to get ahead.”
safe in the retail, construction, health
The eLearning training course is
care, accommodation and food services,
offered through Workplace Safety and
and other sectors. Businesses will also be
Prevention Services, a Health and Safety
Lynn Brownell
Monte McNaughton
reimbursed for the time the representaAssociation.
less resources to learn about health and safety
tives are away from work.
The free training takes about six to eight
“Small businesses are the lifeblood of our than other businesses, and we know they are hours for most people to complete, and covcommunities. Helping them to keep their peo- facing a lot of financial pressures as a result ers a range of topics, including: occupationple safe so they can rebound and thrive is a of this pandemic. Our government is making al health and safety laws; rights, duties and
priority at [Workplace Safety and Prevention sure they have the guidance and support they responsibilities of workplace parties; duties
Services],” said Lynn Brownell, WSPS President need.”
and responsibilities of the health and safety
As of July 15, Ontario’s new Small Business representative under the Occupational Health
and CEO.
She added, “The training equips health Health and Safety Training Program will cover and Safety Act; and recognition, assessment,
and safety representatives with the tools and the course registration costs for an employee control and evaluation of common workplace
knowledge they need to make their workplaces who is appointed by their colleagues as a health hazards.
safer, better and more productive. It is a real and safety representative for their workplace.
This program builds on Ontario’s commitThe program will also reimburse small busi- ment to protect and support workers, educate
win for both the employee and the employer.”
Keeping workers safe will continue to be nesses $150 towards the representative’s train- and train people for the labour market and
the government’s top priority, said Monte ing time. All small businesses that have six to contribute to a prosperous and stable economy
McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Training 19 employees are required to have a health and and is part of the province’s 2021 Budget,
safety representative, and they can apply for Ontario’s Action Plan: Protecting People’s
and Skills Development.
McNaughton added, “Small businesses have this program.
Health and Our Economy.

Phased approach as Ajax re-opens select amenities, facilities
Ajax – The Town of Ajax is set to open
select facilities and amenities through a phased
approach following the move by Ontario to
Step 3 of the Roadmap to Reopening.
With the re-opening, Ajax is taking every
precaution to ensure the safety and protection
of community and staff, a release from TOA
stated last week.
Town of Ajax Mayor Shaun Collier expressed
excitement over the latest re-opening development, saying, “Since the announcement of
Ontario’s Step 3 of reopening, staff have been
working diligently to assess where we have
community demand and need for our inperson facilities, and determining a phased
approach to reopen in a cautious, and safe way.”
He added, “We are excited to welcome the
community back to our facilities where possible and provide safe and affordable access to

recreational opportunities during the summer.
The health and safety of our staff and community are our top priority, and
we will be meeting and exceeding
all protocols advised by Durham
Region Public Health.”
Collier noted the forward
move meant a phased approach
and staggered opening dates to
ensure any facility was not hit by
an influx of visitors.
“I would like to thank our staff
for their diligence, and our partners and community for their
patience as we work through the
province’s reopening framework,”
Shaun
he concluded.
Among the highlights for the Step 3 reopening plan are a July 30 opening of the

Ottawa creates dedicated refugee stream
Ottawa – The government of Canada yes- the world in 2020.
terday launched a dedicated refugee stream
Canada will now become one of the first
to provide a safe haven for at risk human countries to offer a dedicated, permanent pathrights defenders fleeing persecution in their way for human rights defenders, and will resethome country. Announcement of the move tle up to 250 human rights defenders per year,
was made by the Honourable
including their family memMarco E. L. Mendicino, Minister
bers, through the Governmentof Immigration, Refugees and
Assisted Refugees Program.
Citizenship.
The
Government
of
“Often at great personal risk,
Canada will work with
human rights defenders hold the
Front Line Defenders and
perpetrators of human rights
ProtectDefenders.eu, alongside
violations to account and shine
other Canadian and internationa light on stories that otherwise
al partners, including the United
go untold. Through this new
Nations Refugee Agency, to
refugee stream, the government
identify human rights defenders
of Canada stands with human
who face security risks, and are
rights defenders by offering
in need of resettlement, and to
them protection and a safe
find solutions for human rights
home in the face of real dangers,
defenders in need of protection.
Marco Mendicino
because offering refuge to the
This will include a particuworld’s most vulnerable speaks to who we are lar focus on people at heightened risk, such
as Canadians,” Mendicino said.
as women, journalists, and LGBTQ2 human
The work of human rights defenders is rights defenders.
essential to promote and protect the human
International experts and advocates have
rights of people around the world. Too often, called for dedicated protection measures for
they put their own lives at risk to denounce human rights defenders. With the governinjustices, and hold the powerful to account. ment’s announcement, Canada is helping to
Canada has a long and proud tradition of pro- provide more options to human rights defendviding protection to those at risk.
ers in need of protection to have a pathway to
As a global leader, Canada welcomed close permanent residence when unable to return
to a third of all resettled refugees from around home.
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Audley Recreation Centre indoor pool for public swimming. Also, ice pads 3 & 4 at the Ajax
Community Centre will open
mid-August for ice user groups
and public skating.
The re-opening date will be
announced later this month.
Also, the McLean Community
Centre health & fitness facility is
expected to open by late July or
early August.
Along with this move, the Ajax
Boxing Club and Ajax Rock Oasis
Inc. are offering pre-arranged
programs at the Ajax Community
Centre.
Collier
Contact the organisations
directly for program related inquiries.
Facility bookings at select satellite facilities will continue, including Carruthers Marsh
Pavilion, Rotary Park Pavilion, Quaker Meeting
House, Hartrick House, and Greenwood
Discovery Pavilion.
However, the TOA said that capacity restrictions remain in effect. It also indicated that
outdoor permits are also available for groups
of up to 25 at Greenwood Conservation Area
and Paulynn Park.
To make a booking, kindly contact outdoorrentals@ajax.ca, or call 905-683-2951.

Mariska Thomas

Black-owned business
directory in the works
Ajax – The Ajax Anti-Black Racism
Task Force is developing a directory of
Black-owned businesses for the Town
of Ajax. Appearing in this directory will
provide businesses with increased exposure and opportunities for companies to
be discovered by potential customers,
while making it more accessible to locate
services and products online.
Business directories can enhance
online presence and local visibility, making it easier for people to discover. It also
increases its search engine optimisation
and rank during a Google search.
“This directory will not only give
exposure to Black-owned businesses, but
provide the community with a convenient outlet to find local businesses to
support in Ajax,” said AABR Task Force
chair, Mariska Thomas.
She added, “We can’t wait to publish
the directory in support of the Black
community, and hope to get every business on the list!”
Interested businesses can submit their
information by August 6 online here.
There is no charge to the business to be
listed, and it is set to launch in fall 2021.
Email ajaxantiblackracism@gmail.com
with questions about the directory.
The Town of Ajax is the most
racialised community in the Durham
Region, according to the 2016 Census,
and is committed to the inclusion of its
diverse community.
Ajax’s Anti-Black Racism Task Force
is comprised of diverse leaders from the
Black community who are leading conversations, advising, and creating action
plans toward meaningful healing and
inclusion among the Black community,
other racialised groups, and the Town.

CAREGIVERS AVAILABLE TO PROVIDE IN HOME CARE

Providing Caring and Reliable Caregivers for your Elderly/Disabled

Please Call: 647 361-8902
SUNRISE COMPASSIONATE CAREGIVERS
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Editorial

Working together

A

t the eighth meeting of the Emergency Committee
on July 14 convened by WHO Director-General,
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, among other
things, it was declared that the debilitating Covid-19 pandemic is “nowhere near finished”.
As the Committee declared, the pandemic itself “continues to evolve with four variants of concern dominating
global epidemiology”; at the same time, it recognised “the
strong likelihood for the emergence and global spread of
new and possibly more dangerous variants of concern that
may be even more challenging to control”.
Additionally, “The Committee unanimously agreed that
the Covid-19 pandemic still constitutes an extraordinary
event that continues to adversely affect the health of
populations around the world, poses a risk of international
spread and interference with international traffic, and
requires a coordinated international response.”
By now we should all be aware that while Covid-19’s
tenacious grip is loosening with adherence to social distancing, handwashing, masking, and acquisition of double
vaccine doses, in the eternal line by American poet, Robert
Frost, there are many miles to go before we sleep.
The WHO noted this enduring distance we are yet to
traverse in its statement on the divergences in national
practices, saying, “The pandemic remains a challenge globally with countries navigating different health, economic
and social demands. The Committee noted that regional
and economic differences are affecting access to vaccines,
therapeutics, and diagnostics.”
Also, it added, “Countries with advanced access to vaccines and well-resourced health systems are under pressure
to fully reopen their societies and relax the [Public Health
and Social Measures]. Countries with limited access to vaccines are experiencing new waves of infections, seeing erosion of public trust and growing resistance to PHSM, growing economic hardship, and, in some instances, increasing
social unrest.”
Even as the responses to Covid-19 evidence polarity as
nations and governments continue to travel in divergent
directions, dissonance is also becoming more noticeable
at an individual level, where some are making irrational,
unscientific decisions to forego life-saving practices against
becoming infected with Covid-19, particularly in acquiring
vaccinations. That it is being stated in scientific circles we
are now into a “pandemic of the unvaccinated” is troubling,
and a cause for concern over global recovery.
Here in Canada, it was reported by CBC earlier this week
that more than 79 percent of those eligible have already
received at least one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, which
means over six million are still waiting, or have chosen to
forego vaccination. According to the figures, the number of
new first doses administered since June 16 has now dipped
well under 100,000 daily injections.
However, the good news out of the US is the latest data
from the US Census Bureau’s Household Pulse Survey
show vaccine hesitancy declining nationwide, from 21.6
percent in January to 10.8 percent in July. However, some
American states are still showing high rates of resistance by
individuals, such as Wyoming with 25.6 percent, and West
Virginia with 22.4 percent.
In Guyana, Ministry of Health figures this month indicate that 241,680 persons have already received a first dose
of a vaccine, and 126,620 persons are now fully vaccinated.
However, the figures also reveal that vaccination turnout
has been slowing down substantially, with fewer individuals visiting inoculation centres.
In Trinidad and Tobago, concern over a delayed postpandemic recovery due to hesitancy has seen calls to the
government to make vaccinations mandatory. While the
government weighs its options, a social media survey by
the Trinidad Express last week revealed the majority of
respondents to be vaccine hesitant and unwilling to entertain punitive governmental intervention.
It is a long and winding road ahead to recovery, but with
an end to the journey in sight. To arrive there means working together, as nations, and individuals, at a global level.
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“Anti-Vaxxers”

s Covid-19 cases surge in the US and threaten others, the rising resistance to Covid-19 immunisation
is troubling, not just for pandemic management, but
for preventive medicine and health promotion generally. It
is as disturbing as the Trump-led objection to face masks, or
distancing to lower droplet spread, recently spotlighted by scuffling American teenagers on a
passenger airplane. The British Medical Journal
has publicised the refusal of UK citizens to follow
protective guidelines (mask and distancing). This
resistance, defended by Americans at the outset as
their personal right, has infected the rest of the world, which has
for decades been dominated by US practices: foods, clothing,
manners, communications media, so slavishly that a sneeze in
the US becomes pneumonia in Australia!
Undoubtedly, the rejection of vaccination, virulently
expressed in the US, is a measure of the number of people,
societies, religions, and cults that deny vaccination, for various reasons, including listening to modern mis-informers and
educated quacks.
Objection to vaccines has a long history, back to 1796, at
least, when Dr E. Jenner first used fluid from a cowpox blister
to vaccinate a child against the more deadly smallpox, thus initiating Clinical Immunology; it was a huge advance in preventive medicine, saved innumerable lives worldwide, eradicated
smallpox, and provided a reliable tool in treating viral diseases,
for which there are few effective medicines.
Pharmaceutical manufacturers got rich. But the way was
marked by objections, exploiting fears, suspicions, and perpetration of outright fraud. In 1998, Dr Andrew Wakefield in
England wrote an article in the Lancet magazine blaming MMR
(measles, mumps, rubella) vaccination for Autism and bowel
inflammation, having studied the notes of one Sarah Hughes,
psychologist mother of an autistic child. The study was flawed
in design, method, quality, and amazed many that Lancet had
published it. Years of costly research refuted the allegation, and
Lancet finally withdrew the paper in 2010.
But in the interim much damage was done, and an “industry”
of disbelief developed; one can now find groups everywhere
opposed to one or all vaccines; today, they can spread their
views, whether cogent, speculative, false, or lunatic, universally, by social media, a largely irresponsible group of profiteers, mostly based in the US, where oversight and controls are
minimal, and whose peak position compels global sharing. The
industry basks in profit, with recurrent breaches of scientific
and business ethics, where money more often than not decides

a problematic issue. Associated factors are the lack of public
confidence in corporations, lawyers, politicians, governments,
and the politicising of anything they can use to advantage.
Into this setting comes Robert Kennedy Jr., a lawyer and
anti-corporate corruption activist, founder of Children’s Health
Defense, who had swallowed Wakefield’s ideas,
and moulded himself to head a major campaign
Mohan
against vaccines, the latest Covid-19.
Trump’s actions of denial and disinformaRagbeer
tion in daily bulletins of false news to a besotted
following, helped Kennedy, as did right-wing
preachers, politicos, and journalists, doling out drivel re: the
pandemic and everything associated with it, in every state, to
the extent of subverting proper science, and spreading criticism
of the CDC’s role — specifically Dr A. Fauci’s — in manufacturing lethal pandemic grade viruses, of which Covid-19 is only
one, plus legitimate fears of side effects and complications, notably thrombosis associated with the British AstraZeneca, and rare
neuritis after J&J vaccination.
The anti-vaccination movement is worrying; it has deterred
half the US population, especially the young, some believing
that vaccines will implant microchips to mine their brains!
Vaccines have been part of disease prevention for centuries,
ante-dating knowledge of disease-causing microbes.
Now add race issues to this mix, American biases against
non-whites, harshest against Blacks, the value of vaccines falls,
and must now overcome centuries of mal-treatment to erase
memories of the Tuskegee Syphilis studies on Blacks, use of
ethnic blood samples in research, especially genetics and infectivity.
Which of these disadvantaged peoples would believe a US
government advocating vaccination, with abuses still fresh in
their minds, and some indication of persistent chicane acts
by leaders at, or funded by, CDC? Governments’ challenge is
to cultivate confidence in its functionaries, and its vaccines;
to build trust and honest discourse with people, to advocate
immunisation. The requirement by schools and workplaces for
vaccination, prior to restarting, will help.
Public engagement and support would undoubtedly have
been facilitated had Public Health doctors involved family physicians in distributing and administering the vaccine, since they
are closer to patients and can more convincingly explain the
process and the product than any stranger can; PH doctors simply don’t have the training, or experience, or probably inclination, to interact personally, which is why most went into Public
Health and its removal from direct individual care.

Trove of books found in a stasis of neglect

I

do not recall how I discovered this cluttered store during
my youthful peregrinations into the bustling city. It was
early into my teenage years, and a whole new world beyond
the cane fields was being opened up to me with a universal
school bus pass. As I recall, the government had granted this
bus pass with the caveat it should not be abused,
which meant its use after classes had to be related
Romeo
to school activities.
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How then could a young man prevaricate to a
bus conductor curious about an unusual Saturday
trip, a non-school day, using said school bus pass
as a passport that opened up the hissing, articulated bus door
for entry into a wider, hustling world? How was one to say,
without the eyes looking down with discomfort at the feet, that
this bus trip was a really free ride to joyfully explore the big city?
But what a thrill it was to leave the village behind, with its
unending fields of sugar canes, and to feel the tires on the bus no
longer crunching gravel; instead, to begin its smooth roll, as if it
were traveling on a river of oil, having climbed onto the lengthy
ribbon of asphalt leading to the capital.
It was quite hypnotic, gazing out the front of the bus, amazed
on the one hand at the nonchalance of the bus driver and the
conductor as they chatted about mundane events in their lives:
a flourishing kitchen garden, the fruition of lemons now in season. And then, on the other hand, my eyes unable to keep count
of the innumerable strips of broken white lines with any accuracy that were pointing to many tall buildings in the distance.
Now was it really that the top of the tall buildings appeared to
touch the clouds? Later, my wow moments as the bus took the
final bend in the river of asphalt to enter the capital also arrived
at its terminal, after I understood what appeared to be clouds
was really a thick, noisome smog that rose continuously from an
eternally burning dumpsite a mere kilometre away.
It was here in the big city where I found the path that led
to my lifetime thirst for reading. That early discovery of bookstores then still sees me today trapped in the event horizon that
surrounds bookshelves, the fly in honey that is my good self frozen in time and place into a hardening amber at discount tables.
Back then, I was simultaneously multitasking even as I read
with one side of my brain, the other side doing rapid arithmetic
on whether I could afford one book, or two books; or all three
by foregoing the lunchtime snack of a bun generous with pep-

pery curried chickpeas, then washed down with a bottle of
highly-sweetened, fizzy orange drink that constantly attracted
iridescent flies to the bottle’s lip.
It was during one of these questionably ethical forays to the
city with my bus pass when I discovered the cluttered store. It
was an archaeological site; perhaps more a dump,
and in one of its far corners, in a hidden layer of
dust and trailing cobwebs overhead, was a jumble
of books that appeared to have arrived as a consequence of a tremendous avalanche.
It was less a store, and more an Indian bazaar,
with its proprietor looking up suspiciously at the bell that
tinkled over the front door. The store reeked of stale incense and
sandalwood, as did its pale owner, whose forehead was pasted
with the white marks of the Brahminical scholar.
He was a relic himself, and appeared to have aged along with
the galvanised buckets hanging overhead that were similarly
spotted with rust. Here the bare-backed, sculpted Indian gods
were modestly clothed with dust; an array of brooms was skeletal, its bristles of antique branches knotted like dried bones,
and leaning in lassitude in an unwholesome irony of deseutude.
It was an undusted inventory from another age, an event horizon in itself, with both owner and the store standing still in time.
And lording it over his empire in stasis was this aged man,
his forehead creased with world-weariness, eyes enlarged by the
magnification of thick reading lenses. When he lifted both eyes,
it took a heaving effort with the weightiness of enlargement
from his thick spectacles. He was close-reading, following the
lines by tapping with a crooked forefinger, his murmuring raspy
as his eyes traversed the script on an oversized tome spread out
like a large, desiccated bird on a ribbed, cedar frame.
I recognised it was Hindi script that was being read, my flash
of intrigue momentary, my feet drawn to the moraine of books
on the tables beyond, and its spillover on the floor.
Each step I took was weighed by eyes that seemed disapproving of my advance to the back of the store. Finally, after negotiating the cacophony caused by my head animating a pendulum
of overhead, clanking buckets, I arrived at his rejection of the
knowledge of this world, which for me was a trove of books.
One book, or two; no three, sans lunch. Were it not for the
bus pass, I would have walked the 35 kilometres back, itching
with dust and anticipation, elated with my armful of books.
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READERS’ RESPONSES

Enquiring minds seek finer details on Guyana’s coming gas project
Dear Editor,
In one of his songs, Johnny Nash sang,
“There are more questions than answers, and
the more I find out, the less I know.” This is
so apt to describe the Guyana Environmental
Protection Agency’s online Forum held
recently, and the government’s proposed Gasto-Shore project.
In a recent Zoom meeting, nearly 80
people joined the Forum. They peppered
the EPA with questions, but got the canned,
prepackaged, bureaucratic responses where
words were used, but nothing was said to
enlighten the participants whose enquiring
minds wanted to know the finer details about
the gas project.
There were distinguished Guyanese in
attendance (including many in the diaspora)
such as Professor Jannette Bulkan, Professor
FPSO Liza Destiny located in Guyana’s Stabroek Block
Maya Trotz, the Oil and Gas Governance
Network’s head – Darshanand Khusial, Mike Persaud, Dr Jerry
pay problems in Ghana.
Jailall, Dr Marie Correia, Dr Raquel Thomas, Dr David Singh, • Will flaring out at sea stop once the gas is being diverted to
Simone Mangal-Joly, Roweena, David Modeste, marine biololand?
gists, and others.
• Why is it that in the case of a wellhead blowout, the companies
It was heartening to know that so many Guyanese were conhave nothing in place to safeguard or protect this country?
cerned, and cared about the impact of this proposed project.
• Why are we allowing “shell” companies to operate here when
Only if they will all form a united front and raise their
they have no assets and can declare bankruptcy and run in
voices will our government pause and listen, rather than to sign
the event of a disaster? Change the law to prohibit “shell”
another secret, “Dollar Store” deal with Exxon as the PNC did.
companies.
We should not sit idly by and let successive governments screw • Images of a gas fire in Mexican waters should send shivers
the nation with bad deals.
down our spines, as it took five hours to put the fire out. In
The inadequacy of the EPA was on full display as the apparGuyana, sometimes our fire engines show up at fires with no
ent young, inexperienced staff could not provide answers to
water in their tanks. This gas fire in Mexico should cause us
most questions, or dodged questions altogether. The Exxon preto be ever more vigilant about this gas to shore project. In a
senter who was there was shielded from questions that Exxon
project with 220 kilometers of pipelines, the risk of disaster is
should answer.
great. Look at Exxon’s ongoing, long running problem with
Below were some questions and comments at the Forum:
the gas compressor.
• Can the EPA make the application public, please?
• Guyana is not now monitoring oil production onsite and
• Can the gas to shore studies by the previous government on
has to give notice if it wants to visit the Floating Production
location and feasibility be shared with the public?
Storage and Offloading. How will there be better monitoring
• The Escazu agreement ratified by Guyana requires more
of this gas-to-shore project? What is Guyana’s/EPA’s capacity
openness and background documentation now.
to monitor such a project that would have 220 kilometers of
• Please clarify how this project plans to avoid the take-andpipelines to monitor?

Fearful for T&T’s future, national sends out SOS
Dear Editor,
The disconnect in Trinidad and Tobago between the PNM
and the UNC on the two sides of the aisle and the people they
represent simply astounds me. The lack of empathy shown by
those in power for this country’s citizens (who in some cases
are without a wage for eight weeks) tells me that while we are
good enough to vote, we will never be given a seat at their table.
At a recent Health Ministry
press conference we were told,
in response to a question on
the opening of the food industry, to make a sandwich and
put a pot on the fire. Explain
how this can be done without
being able to purchase a loaf
of bread or a gas tank to cook
with? [Ed. The government of
Trinidad and Tobago re-opened
the food industry on July 19.]
Explain why the construction industry seems to be on
the front burner when all other
industries can’t even make it to
the kitchen counter, and why
some groups are allocated vaccines, while other people who
Elderly T&T nationals
are also in the public service
industry must take a seat and wait.
When speaking about lives and livelihood, we need to
remember both are intertwined. If a person can’t work to put
food on their table, how do they remain healthy enough to stave
off illness?
People don’t want handouts, from what I can only describe as
some dubious names on the list of organisations recently given
grants to provide food hampers. They want to be given the ability to earn a wage.
Lockdowns can only work if the State has the capability to
support its citizens with a grant that can actually help them,
not a grant that can’t pay a month’s rent, or one that you need
to jump through hoops to access, while waiting for two months
as the landlord knocks on your door, and your children tell you
they are hungry, but all you have are curtains to hide behind or
empty shelves in your fridge to offer them.
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We are in the midst of a crisis in Trinidad and Tobago, and
while I totally understand that hospital beds must not reach
full occupancy, I am also seeing the devastating effects that our
brothers and sisters are facing, and I can’t help but ask: how
much more can they endure?
How does a mother look at a child she carried, nourished and
protected for nine months and turn to them with nothing to
offer but an empty bowl?
It is time our government
representatives do better; it is
time we demand they do better.
We can’t eat concrete, so
why do our resources go into
buildings that stay empty? Why
are our tax dollars not put into
social services or self-sustainability programmes that will
benefit our children in years to
come, and not rely on the US
dollar?
Why are small businesses not
being helped to survive? Why
are funds not given to NGOs
that are on the ground doing
what is needed to help build our
communities and our country?
await Covid-19 shots
The years of wasted money
since our Independence should make all of our political parties
bow in shame.
If nothing is done sooner rather than later to bridge the gap
between the haves and the have-nots, I fear for our children’s
future in our sweet Trinidad and Tobago.
Finally, I can only wait with hope and pray our people are
given some form of rope to cling to. Captain, your ship is sinking. Now is the time for you to hear your passengers’ cries, and
do all in your power for us to navigate these difficult waters.
Because, while some have been given life rafts to climb
aboard, others are drowning in the sea of loans, mortgages, rent,
bills and mandatory taxes, while our banking industry, government institutions, landlords, and so on, step on our heads, pushing us further down into the briny waters below. SOS, Trinidad
and Tobago.
Sara Maynard, via email

• The EPA was sued for giving Exxon a
20-year permit and the courts found that to
be illegal. How can we trust the EPA with
limited talent and inadequate staff to monitor
another big project?
• Who are the technical experts at the EPA
that will be evaluating the scope of the project?
• Exxon has not answered the questions
raised whether they are carrying full insurance for oil spills, accidents, and so on. Why
the silence? EPA needs to get a full, complete
description of the proposed insurance coverage.
• Why should the Guyanese people trust
Exxon with a new Gas to shore project,
when it has a poor record on protecting the
environment, and has engaged in excessive
flaring, and continues to ask for permission
to flare yet more? How can we trust Exxon
if it cannot solve a simple gas compressor problem? And the
current oil deal seems to place the responsibility to pay for oil
spills on the people of Guyana. Before approving the project,
ask Exxon to release its current insurance coverage for oil.
• This project should be discussed by Parliament and involve
the Opposition. The natural resources of Guyana belong to
the people. They are not the property of politicians and parties. One government blames the other for a bad contract.
This new government must approach this project with full
openness and transparency. Discuss the project in Parliament
before approval.
• Is the EPA now monitoring the flow rates and the contents of
the discharged process water from the FPSO?
• There may be significant socioeconomic impact on the fisherfolks. There are already reports that fish stock has decreased.
What systems are in place to compensate these fisherfolks?
• Two of the pollutants mentioned in the presentation are mercury and hydrogen sulphide. Have the other emissions (liquid,
solid, vapour) expected as a by-product of the gas refining and
associated processes been identified) and how would these be
addressed with respect to mitigation, and impact to the proximity of these plants?
Dr Jerry Jailall, via email

Assassinated Haitian President Jovenel Moïse

APNU+AFC using Jovenel Moïse’s
murder to attack Caricom heads

Dear Editor,
The Opposition APNU+AFC is using the assassination of
Haitian President Jovenel Moïse to attack the Heads of Caricom.
This is evident from Member of Parliament Sherod Duncan’s
rant during his July 7 Facebook live programme, which was also
aired live on the official page of the APNU+AFC coalition.
Duncan referred to the leaders of the Caricom countries
as “gangsters”, “hustlers”, and “hypocrites” during his vitriolic attack. WPA Executive and coalition activist David Hinds
adopted a similar posture on his live appearance on another
APNU+AFC Facebook programme.
However, he posited that Indo-Guyanese support for Caricom
has always been low, and with the Indo-Guyanese PPP/Civic
government being in power, the country’s support for Caricom
is at its lowest. Further, he blamed the Caricom heads for this
situation, because of their “entanglement” in Guyana’s March 2,
2020 elections.
In my view, what Hinds is doing is faulting Caricom for
not supporting the APNU+AFC’s attempt to remain in office
through fraud, in defiance of the will of the Guyanese electorate. He is basically chastising the Caricom heads for not aligning
with “one of their own”.
Duncan’s attack on Caricom is along the same vein, except
that he is masking it with contrived annoyance at the assassination of Haitian President Moïse.
No matter how they mask it, what is clear to all is that this is
a concerted attack on the Caricom Heads by the APNU+AFC
in reprisal for their refusal to be influenced by their injection of
race during the rigging attempt last year.
Erin Northe, via email.
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Smuggling woes tarnish Guyana’s glitter of gold

I

n spite of claims to the contrary in some government
circles, smuggling gold into and out of Guyana is evidently
a serious problem that is attracting the attention of major
governments and agencies around the world.
In fact, gold smuggling out of Guyana has been an age-old
problem that has been tied to crime, corruption, and money
laundering. However, it is attracting greater attention now as the
noose tightens around the necks of those involved.
Way back in January 2016, former Natural
Resources Minister Raphael Trotman stated
in the local press that some 15,000 ounces of
raw gold are being transported out of Guyana
weekly. He then disclosed that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and US Homeland
Security were looking into the issue.
Trotman stated that some of the gold
comes directly from Guyana, while some of it is sourced from
other South American nations. The Minister indicated the
gold leaves via several ports making its way to the US, Brazil,
Suriname, and Europe. It was reported that Guyana’s gold also
finds it way to the Middle East and China.
It is estimated that as much as 60 percent of all gold production goes unreported. A significant portion of such production
is believed to be illegally funnelled through the country’s porous
borders, and supports a range of illegal activities, including
money laundering, tax evasion, and the drug trade.
Demerara Waves Online News also reported in 2015 that
more than (G) $40 billion of the precious metal had been smuggled to the US as “scrap gold” between late 2014 and early 2015.
Since then, official reports about gold being smuggled out
of Guyana have been sparse – although unconfirmed reports
indicate that the problem remains unabated.
However, gold smuggling into Guyana has recently become
an even greater problem. In May, the Guyana Gold Board
entered into talks with a German company, Argor-Heraeus, to
trace the origins of gold that is smuggled into Guyana, with the
aim of preventing smuggling, and the subsequent declaration of
gold from other countries as legitimate domestic production.
According to Gold Board Chairman, Gobind Ganga, ArgorHeraeus will submit a report for consideration before a decision
is taken on whether to use its services. Last year, the Gold Board
had engaged Argor-Heraeus to support denials by the Guyana
government that Venezuelan gold was being smuggled across
the border and sold way below market price. It is suspected that
Venezuelan gold is sold through Guyanese channels as a source
of revenue for the country that is blacklisted by the developed
world.
According to local media reports, Venezuelan gold is purchased by local miners and eventually ends up at the Guyana
Gold Board, or at licensed gold exporters as quantities presumably mined in Guyana, resulting in an overstatement of Guyana’s
annual gold declarations.
Apparently, there is no paper trail for gold miners to prove
the source of the gold that they sell to the Guyana Gold Board,
or intend to export. All that is apparently needed is proof that
the person is a legitimate miner.
Last year, allegations that one of Guyana’s largest gold exporters, El Dorado Trading, was involved in filtering Venezuelan
gold into the local market led to the Royal Canadian Mint suspending purchases of gold from the company.
In a letter dated August 19, 2020, to the Guyana Gold Board,
the RCM stated that “the London Bullion Mark Association
contacted the Mint to advise that a grievance has been filed via
the Mineral Grievance Platform, connecting El Dorado to illegally sourced Venezuelan gold”. As a result, the Mint suspended
“any material from El Dorado coming into the Mint’s supply
chain effective immediately and until further notice.”
El Dorado is a client of the GGB, which sells gold to the

RCM.
Chief Executive Officer of El Dorado Trading, Tamesh
Jagmoghan, then vehemently denied the claim in the local
press stating: “Totally untrue! There is no trace, not the slightest… that Venezuelan gold is seeping into our supply chain.”
Investigations into this issue are apparently continuing.
To prove that it is not engaged in any illegal activities, the
company claimed that it engaged a world-recognised auditor,
BDO International, which is on the approved
list of LBMA auditors. The results of the
audit are not known. The company said
Dwarka
that it has authorised BDO to share with its
Lakhan
international business associates all information necessary in keeping with the Precious
Metals Industry best practices supervised by
the LBMA.
In the meantime, US Assistant Secretary of State for Western
Hemispheric Affairs, Michael Kozak, said
last October that his country was not
aware that Venezuelan gold was being
smuggled to Guyana to help prop up the
Nicolas Maduro administration, but that
illegally mined metal from that Spanishspeaking nation was ending up in the
Middle East.
Evidently, the illegal trading of gold has
been under the radar for some time, but
was apparently largely ignored. According
to local press reports, concerns that
Venezuelan gold was filtering into the
local market in 2019, resulting in a depreciation of the Guyana dollar, was flagged
by the Financial Intelligence Unit, which
recommended that a high level team be
established to do a comprehensive review
of the trading of gold in its second half of
2019 report.
The FIU also sought to determine
whether the elevated exchange rate for
US$ was being influenced by businesses
involved in the gold trade/export. It also urged that action be
taken against illegal cambios, and recommended that “a highlevel team be established to complete a more comprehensive
review of the gold trading and foreign exchange trading markets
to better understand their inner workings and implications”.
It is widely believed that some cambios are linked to illegal
gold trading, the drug trade, and money laundering.
Another case which is believed to have links to mining,
drugs and money laundering is that of Guyanese drug kingpin,
Shervington Lovell, who was arrested in Jamaica in October,
2018 on drug-related charges. Lovell’s company had apparently
invested more than $1.2 billion in real estate, with $766 million
allegedly coming from a mining company.
Circumstantial evidence indicates that mining, money laundering, and drugs are closely tied. It seems as though some
individuals may have established mining companies that actually do not engage in mining. But yet these companies report the
discovery of large quantities of gold.
Apparently, these companies use cash obtained from drug
trafficking to buy gold from legitimate producers, and then sell
the gold through official sources, thereby legitimising the dirty
drug money.
Therein lies a few problems. One, reported gold production rises; two, legitimate producers sell gold illegally, thereby
robbing the government of royalties; three, dirty drug money
enters the banking system legally; and four, the supposedly
legal money obtained by illegal means is used to acquire real
property.

Arguably, there are measures in place to identify legitimate
sources of gold, but whether they are diligently implemented
remains questionable. Incidentally, official monitoring and
supervision of production activities remain challenging.
On another front, gold miners have been plagued by a spate
of criminal activity, ranging from robberies to murder, making
mining a risky business. With mining activity located in the
interior regions of the country, bringing crime under control is
challenging.
In spite of the problems plaguing the gold sector, it continues
to flourish in an environment of relatively high gold prices.
Typically, gold production increases when international gold
prices are high, making smuggling more lucrative.
Gold production currently accounts for almost 12 percent of
Guyana’s GDP, increasing steadily since 2006, when it contributed only five percent of GDP.
Gold is largely produced by Artisanal, Small, and Medium
scale mining, which currently accounts
for approximately 80 percent of gold total
production in Guyana. Over the past
five years, large scale mining commenced
making inroads, and is expected to erode
the contribution of ASMs over time; however, ASMs are expected to remain the
major source of gold production for years
to come. Currently, there are more than
20 foreign mining companies operating
in Guyana, but only two companies are
engaged in large scale mining.
In addition, gold is a major source of
employment. It is estimated that the sector directly and indirectly employs more
than 100,000 Guyanese, or over one quarter of the adult workforce, accentuating its
relative importance to the economy.
The sector indirectly induces other
ancillary economic activities, such as food
production, trade and local transport to
supply to miners; trade (especially food
and beverages); as well as local transport
between the mine site and the neighbouring communities. It
also supports economic activities in mineral exploration, mining equipment and supplies, surveying, drilling, trading, jewellery manufacturing, and other retail activities.
Therefore, the multiplier effect of gold mining on the economy is much greater than recognised, indicating that the sector’s
contribution to Guyana’s GDP might be grossly understated.
At the same time, the sector has come under scrutiny because
of the environmental risks that mining typically poses, exacerbated by the government’s Low Carbon Development and Green
State Development strategies; and pressures from the international community, which places environmental risks ahead of
the development agenda of emerging economies like Guyana’s.
Local reports claim that the US and Guyanese law enforcement agencies, including those responsible for fighting financial
crimes, have been keeping their eyes on certain gold mining
operations. Dossiers have been reportedly compiled on a number of miners, and data shared with international partners.
There is no doubt that the gold sector will remain a critical
component of Guyana’s economy. However, the country could
find itself on the blacklist of exporters if it cannot fix its smuggling problem.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Georgetown – A (US) $34.1 million Biodiversity
Mainstreaming project expected to improve the environmental management of small-scale gold mining in Guyana was
launched on July 1 by the Guyana’s Environmental Protection
Agency.
In a press statement, the EPA said the initiative is being funded by the Global Environment Facility, and will be implemented
in the Mahdia/Konawaru area in Region Eight, and Puruni in
Region Seven.
The project is titled, ‘Strengthening the enabling framework
for biodiversity mainstreaming and mercury reduction in smallscale gold mining operations’, the EPA said.
According to the EPA, GEF is putting (US) $4.5 million
towards the project, which is expected to last for 84 months. Its
implementation and execution will also have parallel co-financing from the EPA, the United Nations Development Program,
the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Guyana Geology and

Mines Commission, the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs, the
Guyana Forestry Commission, and the Guyana Lands and
Surveys Commission, at a cost of (US) $29.6 million.
As the EPA noted, the objective of the proposed project is to
strengthen the regulatory framework and institutional capacity
for the management of small-scale gold mining.
In addition, it is expected to promote greater adoption of
environmentally-responsible mining techniques in Guyana in
order to protect globally significant biodiversity, reduce mercury contamination, and enhance local livelihoods and human
health.
The project also seeks to improve the environmental management of small-scale gold mining in Guyana. As the EPA
noted, small-scale mining is the largest driver of deforestation
and degradation in Guyana that contributes to biodiversity loss,
land degradation and contamination.
Four outcomes are intended with this initiative, the EPA said.

One, a policy and regulatory framework strengthened and supported for oversight of the environmental impacts of the smallscale gold mining sector; two, increased institutional capacity
and inter-institutional coordination to mitigate and manage the
impacts of small-scale gold mining; three, increased adoption of
more environmentally-responsible gold mining practices; and
four, implementation of knowledge management, monitoring
and evaluation to support learning and upscaling.
According to the EPA, the UNDP-Guyana Resident
Representative, Jairo Valvedre Bermudez has noted the mining
sector in Guyana has been of great concern due to mercury
usage, and its impact on the environment and human health.
As the EPA indicated further, Valvedre was pleased the
project supports the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the Minamata Convention,
and that it also factors in Guyana’s Low Carbon Development
Strategy.

Guyana’s EPA launches project for better mining environmental management
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DESIGN YOUR FUTURE

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits
BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 416-234-1446						
8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

We also deliver empty barrels!

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
9

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 21, 2021

GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

GUYANA

Defining & refining the essence of our Guyanese identity
By Treb Narahcmar
onsolidating the Guyanese identity
is crucial to the future peace, stability, and prosperity of the Dear
Land of many waters and peoples. Even as
this is written, Guyana continues to experience intense political and social rivalry,
wranglings, and contestation as its two
main peoples, Afro- and Indo-Guyanese,
wrestle with the challenges of co-existence,
and hopefully, cooperation.
It is imperative to expound and disseminate the essence of what it means to be
Guyanese so that all our people, of whatever origins, can rally around it. We offer
below an initial statement of the essence
of the Guyanese identity to encourage others to help refine and define our Guyanese
identity.
First, Guyanese believe in respect for
everyone and in the human dignity, rights,
and equality of every person. We are strong
believers in doing the right thing and in
setting good examples for our children, and
for others. We strive for courtesy and good
manners.
Second, we are a hard-working people.
We are used to working hard for a living, especially our parents. Even in today’s
Guyana the great majority of the people live
in extreme poverty. Poverty induces humility, hard work, and an
appreciation of opportunities to make a living.
Third, we are God-fearing people. Our people practice beliefs
grounded in, alphabetically, Bahai-ism, Buddhism Christianity,
Hinduism, Islam, Traditional, and other beliefs and practices.
We have a tradition of tolerance towards the beliefs and practices of our fellow-Guyanese.
Fourth, we have all experienced the ravages and legacies
of colonialism, exploitation, and inequality, whether we are
the descendants of Indigenous people, slaves, or Indentured
people. We have had to struggle for our rights. Our leaders had
to struggle for Independence, for decent living, and working

C
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conditions, and for respect for the dignity and rights of every
person. It was a hard struggle.
Fifth, we believe in democracy. Ever since universal adult
suffrage was introduced in 1953, we have gone to the polls to
choose our government – even if, at times, the polls were rigged.
Poll-rigging and a rigged referendum only reinforced our belief
in democracy.
Sixth, we are champions of the rule of law nationally, regionally, and internationally. There have been challenges to the rule
of law at times, as when a former government advocated ‘paramountcy’ of its ruling party, and flew its flag over the Supreme
Court. But the Courts have, by and large, maintained their

independence. We go to the Courts to
defend our rights. We have developed a
solid Guyanese jurisprudence led by our
apex courts, the Guyana Court of Appeal,
and the Caribbean Court of Justice.
Seventh, our culture blends strands that
are Indigenous, African, Asian, Caribbean,
European, and Latin. We love music of
all kinds, Euro-American, African, Asian,
Caribbean and Latin. We revel in calypsos
and in Chutney music. We are people of the
sun, and are inspired by Harry Belafonte’s
‘Oh Island in the Sun’.
We are all equally inspired by Mohammed
Rafi’s ‘Sohani Raat’, which is like a cultural
anthem to us all, regardless of ethnicity. We
all take to the floor when we listen to the
Mighty Sparrow, or to Sonny Man’s ‘Lotay
La’.
Eighth, our food is a mixture of
Amerindian, African, Asian, and
Caribbean: pepperpot comes to us from
our Amerindian people; we all love foogoo, roti, curry, fried salt-fish, and such
delicacies.
Ninth, as a society we believe in the
equality of women, and we strive for respect
of our womenfolk. We have had an elected
female President, as well as Vice-Presidents.
Our culture is one of respect for women.
Tenth, our children are our pride and joy, invariably courteous and mannerly. We believe in educating our children – and
ourselves.
Eleventh, we are a nation blessed by our poets, musicians,
and artistic people. The art and music of Guyana inspires us all.
Twelfth, we believe in the fundamental human rights of every
person. This is the creed that will unite us in the long term. We
believe, in the stirring words of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, that all human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience, and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood and sisterhood.
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Mention this
ad & get a
FREE GIFT with
any purchase

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO AUGUST 3, 2021
PARIKA BANANAS

SAPODILLAS

GENIPS

FRESH WATER
COCONUTS

$179 lb

$599 LB

$599 LB

3/$1000

FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE

INDI CURRY POWDER

MILO

$899 Lge bag

$1999 Lge Tin

FROZEN NEW ZEALAND
MUTTON SHOULDER

LARGE CARDBOARD
BARRELS

DASHEEN LEAVES

Available

Low Price
(Weekly from Guyana)

FROZEN JUMBO CRABS

FRESHLY FROZEN
FINE BANGAMARY

Low Price

$299 lb

$499 lb

$1500

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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COVID-19: THE RECOVERY

Ask Jay...
Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

J
Ontario Premier Doug Ford receives his Covid-19 vaccination

Ontario makes early move to Step 3
From page 1
Additionally, he noted that the two-tothree-week intervals between the hierarchy of
Steps 2 and 3 were important.
“We’re going to be watching internationally,
nationally, provincially, locally — being datadriven and advise government based on data,”
he said.
As of last week, among the lifting of restrictions with the earlier deployment of Step 3
are up to 25 people can now attend indoor
gatherings and public events; also, capacity
for religious services, rites, ceremonies have
been expanded; and indoor dining now has no
capacity limits except for keeping two metres
apart from other tables.
Sports and recreational fitness facilities
are also operating at maximum 50 percent
capacity, with 50 percent of spectator capacity
allowed for up to 1,000 people. Meeting and
event spaces are also operating with up to 50
percent capacity, or up to 1,000 people (whichever is less).
For personal care services that require
masks to be removed, the capacity is restricted
to two metres of physical distance. For casinos,
museums, aquariums, landmarks, galleries,
fairs, and amusement parks, there is a cap at 50
percent for indoor capacity.
Concert venues, cinemas, theatres are oper-

ating with a cap of up to 50 percent capacity indoors, or a maximum of 1,000 people
(whichever is less); real estate open houses
capacity has been expanded to people who can
stay two metres apart, and nightclubs and strip
clubs can operate with up to 25 percent capacity, or a maximum of 250 people (whichever
is less).
In outdoor settings, gatherings and organised public events now allow up to 100 people
with limited exceptions; spectators for outdoor
sports and recreational activities are capped
at 75 percent of approved capacity, or 15,000
people (whichever is less).
Casinos, museums, aquariums, landmarks,
galleries, fairs, amusement parks are capped at
75 percent outdoor capacity, or a maximum of
5,000 people (whichever is less) for unseated
events, with up to 75 percent of capacity or
15,000 people (whichever is less) for events
with mixed seating.
The policy on masks and face coverings
will remain in place in indoor public settings
throughout Step 3, as will requirements for
physical distancing, provincial officials said.
Masks will also be required in some outdoor
settings, along with other public health measures. As CTV News has reported, Moore has
also encouraged the continued wearing of
masks in the coming months.

T&T re-opens international borders

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago took sengers have a hassle-free experience,” she said.
its first step on the road to recovery on July
Meanwhile, despite being on the road to
17 with the re-opening of its borders, with recovery, Trinidad and Tobago hit a grim mileCaribbean Airlines’ BW607 touching down at stone yesterday when it recorded its 1,000th
Piarco International Airport carrying 18 pas- Covid-19 death. So far for this year, 873 people
sengers from Georgetown, Guyana.
have died from the illness, with total of 127
It was the first commercial flight to Trinidad people succumbing to the coronavirus in 2020.
and Tobago since the borTrinidad and Tobago’s death
ders closed on March 22,
toll remained low in the first
2020. Works Minister Rohan
three months of 2021, with
Sinanan described the touchseven fatalities recorded in
down as a big step for the
January, five in February, and
country.
three in March. In April, 27
“We are heading into the
deaths were recorded, a total
right direction, meaning we
that was considered an alarmhave reached the point where
ing increase then.
we can say that we have opened
However, by May the death
the borders. We are still in the
toll increased dramatically,
pandemic stage, so we have to
with 326 deaths recorded that
Dionne Ligoure
manage it, but we are happy
month. May also saw the most
that fully vaccinated citizens and visitors no fatalities in a single day, with 23 deaths recordlonger have to stay in quarantine. That is a big ed on May 18. The second highest figure in a
step,” he said.
single day was also recorded that month, with
The first flight that flew out of Piarco head- 21 fatalities occurring on May 13.
ed for St Lucia, CAL’s Head of Corporate
The spike in deaths came with an increase
Communications, Dionne Ligoure said.
in Covid-19 cases, which was attributed to the
Ligoure added that travelling projections increased activity and mingling by nationals
for this time of year was down compared to over the Easter break. The growing figures
previous years.
resulted in the government reimposing restric“This is in line with our own information tions that had previously been lifted.
and research, and also international research.
However, the reimposed restrictions seemed
The next few weeks show travelling will be to have little effect, with Trinidad and Tobago
down. Of course, we are doing what we can to recording 352 Covid-19 deaths last month,
stimulate demand. We continue to look closely making June the deadliest month of the panat the passenger rates and ensuring our pas- demic so far.
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Tricks of the Trade – Buying New

ohn and Mary bought their first newly-built home two years ago and
closing is quickly approaching. They had already signed off on the preinspection, and in a few days, they will receive the keys. It was a long
wait, but they were prepared for it.
Before purchase, check the builder’s reputation. Talk to the neighbours already living there. Check with the Canadian Home Builders Association to find
out if the builder is a member. Consider the builder’s after-sale service, and
what is covered by the warranty.
When buying new, plan for the next five to ten years. Will the family structure
change? Take into consideration additional parking and consider changes in
lifestyle. Seniors may want a bedroom and a full bath on the main floor, while
a young couple may want to raise a family. Choose a location that is right for
you. Always take into consideration schools and commuting time. The next
step is to take a realistic look at your financing.
Unlike resale, new home purchases can be daunting. Hidden costs, such as
development fees, deposit verification fees, mortgage discharge fees, education lot levy, builder’s lawyer fees, new home warranty fees, water, gas, and
hydro meter fees and many more, cannot be added to the mortgage. All of this
is in addition to the down payment.
The salesperson works for the builder and usually convinces buyers to buy
on the spot. In Toronto’s hot housing market, buyers would line up for days
to buy and getting a chance to purchase is equal to winning the lottery. Unlike condominiums, purchasing freehold properties does not have a cooling
off period. However, some builders will allow the buyers 48 hours. Make the
contract conditional upon your lawyer’s approval.
Most people fall in love with the model home, but almost everything in the
model home are upgrades. Budget yourself and choose only the most important upgrades. Builders usually make the most profit on upgrades. Choose upgrades that are easy and cost effective to do at the time of purchase such as
higher ceilings, larger basement windows and separate basement entrances.
Upgrades such as thicker carpets and granite countertops can wait. Banks will
finance the property at base value, and may not cover the cost of upgrades.
The closing cost and cost for upgrades may be out-of-pocket expenses.
When buying new, expect delays. Builders will give adequate notices in the
event there is a delay. The contract may have a “critical date”, and if passed,
the buyer can agree with the closing and seek compensation or opt out of
the deal. About one week before completion, the builder will schedule a preinspection.
At the pre-inspection, check if the home is built according to the plan, and
look for imperfections and defects. I saw new homes without insulation in the
attics, toilets that are not anchored, and missing towel racks and dryer vents.
It is important to have homes inspected by professional home inspectors. After
the inspection, the builder will give you an inspection sheet to sign stating that
you reviewed the home, and that you are satisfied with everything except the
defects listed in the statement. If you missed something and it is not covered
by the warranty, then the builder can refuse to fix it.
New homes are protected under a private third-party warranty. The warranty
will cover deposit insurance, protect against work defects and materials and
major structural defects, but may not cover everything. Before the warranty
expires, get another home inspection done so that if there are any defects,
you are covered.
New home purchases are a roller coaster adventure that can be exhilarating
and exhausting, but with careful planning can be the most rewarding.

Jay Brijpaul

LAW OFFICE

General Practice
•
•
•
•
•

Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191

By Appointment Only

150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4
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Better savings start here

RESHMA AUDHO

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

PHOTOGRAPHER

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Tel: 647-237-9816

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com
INST

@tintaleephotography

1201717CN.1

/tintaleephotography

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent

Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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DIASPORA: NEW YORK

Reading Miranda: You have the right to help others, make positive change
By Dhanpaul Narine
iranda Deebrah is a seeker whose journeys have
taken her to different worlds. She is at a stage in
her life where her accumulated experiences have
placed her in a
unique position to
help others, and bring
positive change to her
Miranda
community.
In June 2019, she co-wrote, directed and starred in Yoni
ki Raat, an off-shoot Broadway play, that focused on gender
oppression and sexual violence in the Indo-Caribbean
community. It was well received by the critics.
Miranda comes from a distinguished family that has taught
her the virtues of selfless service, and she spends her time
helping to create change. Miranda was born in Guyana and
grew up in Success Village. Her dad is Pastor Peter Deebrah
and her mom is June. Her younger sisters are Melinda and
Leann. Miranda attended St Margaret’s Primary School up to
Prep ‘B.’ Her best subjects were English, and teachers, Miss
George and Mrs. Rampersaud, were particularly helpful.
Peter was a Deacon for the St Andrew’s Lutheran Church
in Guyana. In August 1998, Miranda and her family moved
to New York. They resided at Aunt Viela’s residence, in the
Bronx. Miranda went to PS 16, and then the family moved
to Manhattan, where Peter became a Vicar in the Lutheran
Church.
Miranda attended St. Matthew’s Lutheran School, where she
continued to excel in the arts and humanities. She graduated as
the valedictorian. Miss Cross stood out as a great teacher.
Miranda articulated to Mother Cabrini High School in
Washington Heights, where she continued to do well. She was
involved in a number of school activities that prepared her
to be a leader. She sang in the choir, worked on the literary
magazine, and was part of the military drum corps, that
instilled discipline in her. Miranda was the valedictorian in
high school as well.
It was now time for college and Miranda was accepted,
on a full scholarship, to Fairfield University, in Connecticut.
She began studies there in 2008. Miranda found this to be
challenging. But she came out with flying colours. She majored

M

in English Literature and Journalism, and she had her eyes set
on television. But she branched out into acting, writing, and
storytelling.
Miranda’s interests took her to the prestigious Blackfriars
Hall, in Oxford,
England. She spent
a year there, and
it proved to be
Deebrah
unforgettable. Oxford
was a diverse city, and it expanded her world. She did courses
in English Literature and Philosophy. She felt that the British
system of education gave the student individual attention and
led to all-round learning.
Miranda graduated from Fairfield in 2012 and went into
the world of theatre. She interned at the Drama League of New
York, a theater company, and also found time to perform in her
community. At the Queens Book Fair, Miranda mesmerised the
audience with a performance that depicted life in the diaspora.
As Miranda continued to grow in the theater, she was always
mindful of her roots, that little girl from Guyana that blazed
the trail. Her grandmother would tell her, “Never forget where
you come from”, and Miranda took this to her heart.
The world of work at the Lutheran Social Services of New
York, from 2014 to 2018, brought her into contact with a
diverse population, and their issues. This strengthened her
resolve to want to help others, as a career. It became clear that
social work was a path that she would want to pursue.
Miranda worked her way up at the Lutheran Social
Services, and was able to get a good appreciation of the
functioning of the organisation. A stint at the foster care and
children’s services opened her eyes to the urgent need for
professionalism.
She enrolled at Columbia University, School of Social Work,
to read for her Master of Arts degree, which she completed in
May 2020. She focused on Mental Health.
Miranda likes to read, enjoys trapeze flying, and watching
old Bollywood movies. She is currently learning Hindi to
connect with her ancestors.
She is inspired by her parents, Pastor Deebrah and June
Deebrah. Her grandmothers Delomi and Lylee, and her college
mentor at Fairfield University, Patricia Brennan, planted the

Profile

Miranda Deebrah proudly displays her Guyanese
colours as she graduates from Columbia University,
in New York
seeds that would lead her into a career of social work and
public service.
We are proud of Miranda. She has done well. She cares,
shows compassion, and wants to make the world a better place.
We wish Miranda and her family all the best in the future.

OBITUARY

Uncle P focused on family, extended support to community & needy

P

okhoy Kissoondial, familiarly known as “Uncle P” or
disappointment are inevitable, but that not to try again after a
“Overseer” of Mississauga, Ontario, formerly of No 57
stumble is unforgivable.
Village, Corentyne, Berbice, Guyana, passed away on
“Uncle P” was kind, caring, and believed doggedly in
July 4, 2021 at age 94.
honesty and frankness. He was a simple man, deeply religious
“Uncle P” retired as the Overseer for the Upper Corentyne
to the core, amazingly generous, and possessed an indomitable
District, in which capacity he
will. He was blessed with a pure
served for 25 years prior to
and gentle heart who believed
migrating to Canada in March,
that a person’s true wealth is his/
1982 at the age of 55.
her character that is revealed
In September 1953, “Uncle P”
in acts of kindness, integrity,
got married to the love of his life,
humility, and generosity. He
the late Pinggal (Lilly) Tulshi of
was always a gentleman, polite
No 48 Village, Corentyne. That
and mannerly, and very quick
union produced nine children:
with a witty remark. Everyone
Tagore, Binmati (also known as
who knew him was touched by
Dato), Neroj, Mike (aka Sugar),
his gentle nature and infectious
Sandra, Leela, Sham, Rupa and
personality.
Neil (aka Nehaul).
One of his outstanding
His extended family also
characteristics was his ability to
included 22 grandchildren:
make everyone in his presence
Michael, Jonathan, Adrian,
feel comfortable, secure and
Brandon, Samantha, Amanda,
loved. Being the type of giving
Anthony, Jaime, Alicia, Daniel,
person that he was, he not only
Nalita, Kavita, Nadira, Anita,
extended his resources to his
Savita, Ambika, Ajay, Dillon,
immediate family, but also to
Mathew, Kevin, Nicholas,
the community and the needy at
and Emma; and six greatlarge. A core belief of his was that
grandchildren: Mikhail, Lilia,
life is good when you are happy,
Aspen, William, Adam, and Jiya.
but better when other people are
“Uncle P” was the son of the
happy because of you.
late Parbattie and Kissoondial,
“Uncle P” will always remain
Pokhoy Kissoondial
brother of Mohini and Betty, and
in the hearts of his in-laws – the
the late Motee, Suchit, Baburam, Jai, Budda, Poojwattie, and
Tulshi family – but especially Bea and Dan Samaroo, and their
Rohini.
family for whom he was the break in the clouds that allowed
“Uncle P” loved his children and grandchildren beyond
the sun to shine through.
description, and in return they made him extremely proud.
From the children of “Uncle P”: Thank you for being
He was a strong believer in the power of education, and was
the best Dad in the world. We are forever grateful for your
happy that several of his children and grandchildren followed
unconditional love and support. Your care for our family
through on his belief to become doctors, dentists, accountants,
was unmatched.We miss you very much and will cherish the
pharmacists, lawyers, an MBA, and more.
beautiful memories of you and Mai forever. We love you Dad.
“Uncle P” taught his children to have respect for themselves
From his wider circle of friends and acquaintances: Farewell
and others, and to accept full responsibility for their
to a wonderful person who was more like a big brother and a
actions. He instilled in them the tenet that in life failure and
father to so many of us.
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From the Bhagavad Gita (Ch 2-20):
na jayate mriyate va kadachin
na 'yam bhutva bhavita va na bhuyah
ajo nityasavato 'yam purano
na hanyate hanyamane sarire
The Atman is neither born nor does it ever die,
nor having been, will it ever cease to be.
It is unborn, eternal, permanent, and primeval.
The Atman is not destroyed when the body is destroyed.

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation
Pandit Krishna Sukul who resides in Scarborough, Ontario,
is appealing to the community for urgent assistance to help
save the life of his 54-year old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure with both of her kidneys
functioning at only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has to do exchanges four
times every day, which is done at home.
She has completed all the required medical examinations
at the Scarborough General and St
Michael’s Hospital, and is currently on
a waiting list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is
between two to five years, but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly,
urgent help is needed for a transplant
of one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is
considered a priority, but in the abSatwattie Sukul
sence of a donor with this blood type,
any other type of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone can live happily with one
kidney, and that a donor would be tested medically to ensure
that there would be no complications before accepting a donation. Several individuals have done this type of procedures
before and they are living a normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal for anyone who
might be in a position to help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 267-5038, or through his
sister Rajmini at (905) 783- 0459.
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Simple, a sample, & an example, Shri Prakash made a way in the world
By Dhanpaul Narine
hen we met, it was to form an organisation. It
was 1990, and the community was crying out for
leadership. Shri Prakash Gossai was the Spiritual
Leader of the Bhuvaneshwar Mandir, at Stanhope Avenue, in
Brooklyn. The Mandir was packed to capacity that Sunday.
Shri Prakash informed the audience he would be visiting
Trinidad to take part in a Ramayana Conference. His
capable assistant, Pandit Mahendra Doobay, would officiate
in Brooklyn, in his absence. The emotion at Bhuvaneshwar
Mandir that Sunday was
palpable. There was a long
line to wish Shri Prakash
well, and Pandit Chunelall
Narine.
I marveled at the support
he was able to command,
even in those early years.
I saw Shri Prakash a few
times afterwards, in the
company of Powan Kumar
Singh (PK), but we never
spoke. I learned from Powan
that Shri Prakash was a
teacher in a High School
in New York, and that he
previously worked in the
health services in Guyana,
Shri Prakash Gossai
and he was also a winner of
the Mukesh competition in Guyana. These were impressive
credentials
Also, Powan happily added, “We are both from Mahaica
Creek in Guyana, and I knew that Prak was destined to make
it big”. Powan and Prak have both ascended to heaven, but
Powan’s prediction has come to pass many times over.
On an overcast Sunday in the summer of 1990, I called
a meeting at the Shri Lakshmi Narayan Mandir in Liberty
Avenue, in New York. There were many dignitaries, including
Pandit Ramlall, Pandit Chandrica Persaud, Pandit Hardowar,
Roy Dhanraj Singh, Pandit Omadat Maharaj, Bhagmanee
Pooran, Kamla Sahabir, and others. Shri Prakash Gossai was
also present, and he made a stirring speech in which he called
for Hindu unity.
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That meeting created the Federation of Hindu Mandirs, a
body that sought to bring the Mandirs under one umbrella.
Later that week, I received a letter from Shri Prakash in
which he thanked me for the meeting. He pledged to work
for unity and offered the support of Bhuvaneshwar Mandir.
When we began our television show ‘Jyoti Satsangh’ on ITV,
Shri Prakash Gossai became a regular on the program. He was
joined by Pandit Chunelall Narine, and together they took
Hinduism to a different level in New York.
Shri Prakash loved ‘Jyoti Satsangh’, and said that the
program would make a
big impact in promoting
Hinduism. We are happy to
report that in September 2021,
‘Jyoti Satsangh’ will be 33
years old!
The 1990s could be
described as a decade of
Hindu expansion in New
York. There was heavy
in-migration into Queens,
and more Mandirs were
constructed to meet the needs.
Shri Prakash was
instrumental in helping many
of these Mandirs to find a
firm footing. He participated
in fund-raisers, and offered
& Dhanpaul Narine
his talents at various concerts.
One of the fruitful relationships in this period was the teaming
up of Shri Prakash with Pandit Chunelall to promote the
messages of the Shri Ramcharitmanas.
Shri Prakash had visited India, and saw how powerful the
Ramayana could be to bring people together. Pandit Chunelall
had studied the Ramayana in-depth, and the combination of
these great souls, to read together from this sacred text, led to
a resurgence of Hindu culture in New York.
A visible manifestation of this resurgence was the album
Kanha Teri Basuri that was made by Shri Prakash Gossai and
Pandit Chunelall. I recall sitting with them for several days in
the studio, often late at nights, as the album was completed.
The idea then came up that there should be a launching of
the album to the public. How about a concert, one suggested?

It was winter, would anyone come? There were only five days
to plan the concert.
It was held at the America Sevashram Sangha, with the
Angels Band providing the music. The concert turned out to
be one of the biggest that was held in the community, thanks
to Kamla Sahabir, and others, and the bhajan ‘Kanha Teri
Basuri,’ has become a classic.
In 2004, Pandit Ramlall said to me, “Let’s hold the
International Ramayana Conference in New York”. I knew
little about it, but I went along, and replied, “Of course; let’s
do it”.
I became Secretary of the Conference Committee, and
the proceedings were held at York College. The Conference
attracted scholars from all over the world. Shri Prakash Gossai
gave a masterful presentation on the importance of ‘bhakti’. It
was a thrill to have him on stage singing the Hanuman Chalisa
with Basdeo Panday, former Prime Minister of Trinidad and
Tobago.
By this time, the Bhuvaneshwar Mandir had moved closer
to Queens where the turnout was consistently high. Shri
Prakash’s children also took up the mantle. His daughter
Pratiksha became a classical dancer, filled with grace and
charm, while son Arun took a deep interest in Hindu
philosophy, and went to India to further his studies. Their
mom, Leilaji, curated some of the finest classical talents and
presented them on stage in New York, after which she too
deepened her studies of Vedanta, in India.
The talents of Shri Prakash were noticed in his native
Guyana. He was asked to be a Liaison in the Office of the
President in Guyana, and he worked to bring about ethnic
harmony in the country.
One of Shri Prakash’s favourite devotionals is ‘Ayea be
Akeala’. He also popularised the saying that one should
be, “Simple, a sample, and an example to others”. What is
remarkable, is that he became an embodiment of this maxim.
He was a man of simple means that trusted everyone. He
bore no grudges, and in the end, his life was an example, a
testament of what devotion can bring.
On July 18, 2021, a lifetime of service will be honored by
the unveiling of ‘Shri Prakash Gossai Way’. It is an honour that
is well-deserved. It is most fitting that Acharya Arun Gossai
will pull the string, to reveal to the world, the magnificence of
the occasion. Jai Shree Ram!
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AUTHORS’ CORNER

Thomasos’ artistic journey celebrated by McMichael in ‘Odyssey’
Kleinburg – The McMichael Canadian Art Collection
announced last month the debut of the highly anticipated
exhibition, Denyse Thomasos: Odyssey. The exhibition of the
works by the Trinidadian-Canadian Artist Thomasos opened
virtually on June 14, and is now available for in-person visits
with the re-opening of the McMichael.
Denyse Thomasos: Odyssey will remain on view through
September 26. It is being co-curated by Gaëtane Verna,
Director of The Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery in
Toronto, and Sarah Milroy, Chief Curator of the McMichael
Canadian Art Collection.
The show brings together more than 50 works from every
phase of Denyse Thomasos’ (1964–2012) career, celebrating
her historic contribution to Canadian art.
Thomasos was born in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, and
immigrated with her family to Toronto at the age of six,
finding a new home within the city’s diverse Afro-Caribbean
community. She studied art at the University of Toronto and
the Yale School of Art, later taking up a teaching position at
Rutgers University.
During the course of her career, Thomasos conducted
wide-ranging research into the social justice issues of her day,
travelling extensively to many parts of the world. Through
this, she developed a visionary understanding of how people
organise themselves in both physical and social spaces.
Thomasos transferred that understanding onto canvas,
creating epic paintings that incorporate imagery from a range
of sources, from historic slave ships to contemporary industrial
shipyards, and from maximum-security prison architecture to
the interwoven textures of Caribbean textiles. She examined
the structures that both define and confine us – whether
political, social, or architectural – transforming them into
vibrant colour and form in paintings that blur the line between
representation and abstraction.
As Thomasos noted in a 2012 interview, “I was struck by
the premeditated, efficient, dispassionate records of human
beings as cargo, and also by the deplorable conditions of the
slave ships – so many Africans stacked and piled into the tiny,
airless holds. In my artworks, I used lines in deep space to
recreate these claustrophobic conditions, leaving no room to
breathe…”
She added, “To capture the feeling of confinement, I created
three large-scale black-and-white paintings of the structures
that were used to contain slaves – and left such catastrophic
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y body swayed like a pendulum as I floated in the
air. I stared into a blinding white light. The celestial
music emanating from within the light tied a
noose around my heart and tugged me forward with a sweet,
delightful pain that wrapped me in ecstasy. Like a lamb being
led to the slaughter, I obediently followed without resistance
and begged the light to tighten its grip on our hearts and take
us before I realised that Cornelia was not with me. I pleaded
with the light to let my wife join me to experience the joy of
basking in its warm and peaceful embrace.
Powerless to deny my destiny I used every ounce of my
willpower to fight the
hypnotic trance into which
I had fallen. I cried at
the top of my voice that
I would not continue
the journey without the
love of my life beside
me, where she had stood
throughout our two years
of marriage. The tears
streamed down my cheeks
as I shouted with desperate
defiance that I would not
leave without Cornelia. I
prayed with all my might
to return to Cornelia’s
hug to comfort me in my
moment of agony.
“Wake up Reid!” The
concern in Cornelia’s voice snapped me awake. “You’re having
a bad dream, honey.” She leaned over me and wiped the tears
from my cheeks.
“Oh, Cornelia.” I sighed. “My heart aches with grief.”
“The dream?” She stared into my eyes.
“Yes.” I pulled myself up into a sitting position and hugged
her to me with her head on my shoulder and our arms around
each other. “This time I stood in the presence of a white light
that played a melancholic melody that swayed me from side to
side in an alluring dance.”
“Did we embrace while we danced?” She had accompanied
me in every dream until this last one.
“No.” My lips trembled, and my throat hurt.
“Oh, Reid.” I felt the wetness of her silent tears on my
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effects on the black psyche: the slave ship, the prison, and
the burial site. These became archetypal for me. I began to
reconstruct and recycle their forms in all of my works.”
Tragically, Thomasos died in 2012, abbreviating a career
that was as vibrant and powerful as the stories that inspired
her.
While her work was celebrated in the period immediately
following her death, Thomasos’ legacy has since remained
dormant. The unique way in which she examined issues
regarding race and representation have now become
particularly relevant, as these issues increasingly consume our
collective attention and our headlines.
“The Black experience in all of its historical and
contemporary complexity is at the centre of Thomasos’
work, and she used this subject matter to create complex and
conceptual works of art, forging a distinct painterly vocabulary
that spoke both of her personal experience and her global
perspective,” Verna said.
Additionally, “Memory, loss, trauma, injustice, longing
and the politics of war are constantly interwoven in all of her
works, expanding the conversation on human issues as we
strive for a better shared future.”
Denyse Thomasos: Odyssey is accompanied by an
exhibition catalogue including a curatorial conversation
between Verna and Milroy, as well as an essay by illustrious
Canadian author Esi Edugyan. The catalogue is available
exclusively at the McMichael’s Gallery Shop and online eShop.
The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is an agency of the
Government of Ontario, and acknowledges the support of the
Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries,
and the McMichael Canadian Art Foundation. It is the only
major museum in the country devoted exclusively to Canadian
art.
In addition to touring exhibitions, the McMichael houses a
permanent collection that consists of more than 6,500 works
by historic and present-day Canadian artists, including Tom
Thomson, the Group of Seven and their contemporaries,
Indigenous artists, and artists from the many diasporic
communities.
The Gallery is located on 100 acres of northern landscape
and hiking trails at 10365 Islington Avenue, Kleinburg, north
of Major Mackenzie Drive in the City of Vaughan.
Click here to visit McMichael’s website for more
information.

Odyssey, 2011 - © Courtesy of the Estate of Denyse
Thomasos and Olga Korper Gallery

Sparrow, 2010 - © Courtesy of the Estate of Denyse
Thomasos and Olga Korper Gallery

Excavations: Jodhpur Rooftops, 2007 - © Courtesy
of the Estate of Denyse Thomasos & Olga Korper
Gallery

The Supernatural
E M OT IO NAL
nightshirt. Cornelia was too young to become a widow at 25.
I secretly cursed life for its unfairness, and questioned its
contempt for disrupting a perfectly harmonious relationship.
I rested my cheek on Cornelia’s head and we both fell asleep
once more in the security of each other’s support.
The following
morning at breakfast,
we avoided discussions
about the midnight
episode. We tried to
stay positive with plans
for a typical Saturday.
Knowing that my
illness was terminal,
I suggested keeping a
journal of my dreams
for the benefit of other
unfortunate couples
experiencing the same
fate. Cornelia readily
agreed. Our thoughts
are often synchronised.
A few nights later,
an old man stepped out
from the light. I recognised him as my grandpa from family
photos. He had died at my age when my dad was a toddler.
The front of his body was ripped open where he threw himself
on a bomb to save the lives of 20 fellow soldiers during the
war. My grandma proudly displayed his heroic medal of
honour in her living room as a shrine to her late husband’s
memory. She had never remarried, and had raised my dad as a
25-year-old widow to honour his father.
Grandpa asked me not to be afraid of his mangled form. He
explained that everyone who died in good graces could choose
the way they looked in death. He had kept his injured body as
a testament to his heroic final act. Those who died in disgrace
or suicide did not have this choice. They existed as dark blobs
of impure mass. He gave me a bit of family history and told me

Kamil
Ali

he watched over us.
Cornelia and I visited my
grandma the following day. I told her about my dream and the
details of the conversation I had with grandpa. She dabbed the
corners of her eyes with a tissue when I told her how much he
still loved her in the afterlife. She broke down into sobs when
I lifted the carpet at a corner in the living room and pulled out
an envelope that I gave to her. Grandpa was a handy person
who had laid the carpet and hid the envelope in case he died
in battle.
“He always told me to rip the carpet up if he never came
back.” Grandma’s tears fell on the letter when she read her
name in his handwriting. “I never did.” She shook her head.
“I wanted to preserve everything and lived as though he was
still with me.” She smiled through her tears. “I even have
conversations with him and sometimes laid the table for two.”
She hugged the letter to her bosom until we left.
Grandma did not say it, but Cornelia and I sensed that she
wanted Cornelia to stay dedicated to me after I passed, as she
had done for grandpa. I was the last in the bloodline with no
siblings or offspring. Grandma hinted at Cornelia to keep me
alive in thoughts after I died.
My heart broke for my parents. It would not be easy
for them to lose their only child at 25. The family tried to
stay upbeat while waiting for the inevitable. We convinced
ourselves that God had plans for us, and I would be in a better
place with no more pains and suffering.
On my last day, I napped in the mid-afternoon while
Cornelia was at work. A fetus came to me in a dream. His huge
dark eyes stared at me with no pupils. He spoke to me without
moving his lips. He told me that he had come to receive my
consciousness.
“I’m ready.” A tear rolled down the corner of each eye.
“I love you, Cornelia. It is better this way than to die in
your presence.” I looked past the baby to see my smiling
ancestors beckoning me to unite with them in the hereafter.
My consciousness went to the baby and my soul joined my
predecessors.
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Mourning son hits vaccine hesistancy

Port-of-Spain – The son of an 81-year- Therefore, the likelihood of what happened…
old Alzheimer’s Disease afflicted woman, who was my mother contracting the disease. She
died last week from Covid-19 complications, was in her most vulnerable stage, and couldn’t
is alleging her untimely passing was a result fight back,” he said.
of a coronavirus infection transmitted from a
Andrew said for more than five years his
vaccine-hesitant nurse, the Trinidad Guardian mother and aunt received round-the-clock,
has reported.
private medical care. Alzheimer’s
Melva Andrew died less than a
Disease stripped the once robust
week following a positive Covidmatriarch of even her strength to
19 diagnosis. Her final days were
walk, and rendered her helpless,
documented in a Facebook post
he said.
by her son, Dwight Andrews,
His mother shared her
who used the social media plathome with her sister, niece, and
form to express outrage over his
nephew. Andrew said following
mother’s sudden death, and to
Covid-19’s entry into Trinidad
highlight a crossover coronavirus
and Tobago, he became even
infection that afflicted the vicmore cognisant of his visits and
tim’s 78-year-old sister.
movements, since he lives nearby.
“They got it from one of the
Said Andrew: “I am not layMelva Andrew
24-hour nurses I pay for to take
ing blame on any one individcare of my mother. In spite of my pleading, [the ual; however, there are some things that are
nurses] all initially refused to take the vaccine obvious. I did offer to vaccinate the persons.
even though I begged them to so do,” he wrote. They did not believe they wanted the vaccine.
Andrew’s mother died last Thursday. Through the process of elimination, common
Following the funeral, Andrew recalled she was sense would dictate what happened since the
not only a hero to him, but was also a stalwart other two people in the house do not have
in the Diamondvale community in northwest Covid-19.”
Trinidad.
Andrew did not believe his mother was
Said Andrew: “My mother taught for 40 deliberately infected with the virus. Instead, he
years at Mucurapo Girls’ RC school and called for a societal change regarding individuNewtown Girls’ RC. She influenced a lot of als with vaccine hesitancy.
young women. She never had too much pride
“We have to have a greater level of personal
to do anything. I remember when I was going responsibility, which would lead to a greater
to university abroad and things got tough, she level of collective responsibility. Of course, you
started to sell juice in school to compensate.”
have a right to be vaccinated, what you don’t
Andrew was particularly pained at how his have a right to do though, is give me the virus.
mother died. Despite his best efforts, the virus So, it is your rights competing against [my
breached his safeguard measures, which he rights], and we have to choose what we, as a
believed occurred via the caregiver tasked to society, are prioritising.”
protect her.
Andrew said he should have acted sooner
“The person who is trained to give the when his mother’s caregiver refused to be vaccare to my mother was not mandated, either cinated. He also called on nationals to grow up,
morally, ethically, or legally to take a vaccine. and stop listening to misinformation.

Trinidad & Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley received his first dose of
the Sinopharm vaccine last week from nurse Grace Sookchand, Manager of the
Expanded Programme of Immunisation at the Ministry of Health

Govt stays positive on vaccine messaging
Port-of-Spain – Questioned last week on
the possibility that the Opposition would support mandatory Covid-19 vaccinations, Health
Minister Lennox Deyalsingh refused to comment, saying the government was focused on
getting the message out to get vaccinated.
Said Deyalsingh: “Let’s cross that bridge
when we come to that. Let’s not get too ahead
of ourselves, but let’s get the message out [to]
get vaccinated.”
His response came in the wake of emerging vaccine hesitancy throughout the country.
Last week, in a question put to its followers
on Facebook about the government making
vaccinations mandatory, the Trinidad Express
reported out of 2,156 responses, 1,072 were
against the move, with 454 in support.
As the Express reported, one respondent,

Rasheed Alloy, did not support a mandatory vaccination move, saying, “No. This is the
whole point of democracy. Freedom of choice.”
However, a supportive response by Junior
Thomas said, “If it would stop fatalities from
the virus, yes.”
Meanwhile, Deyalsingh indicated that
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley, and Attorney
General Faris al Rawi, were exploring the possibility of legislating mandatory vaccination
by studying similar policies around the globe.
Deyalsingh also urged nationals to be vaccinated while it remains voluntary.
“The vaccine can save your life. Don’t wait
to be a statistic to be sorry you didn’t take it
because you’re paying attention to some online
blog, or some anti-vaxxer. Right now, it is voluntary – take it,” he said.
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New vessels not a fix for
T&T’s sea border woes
Port-of-Spain – Opposition leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
said last week that the two newly-acquired Cape Class vessels
patrolling the sea borders will do little to curb the crisis of illegal
entry into Trinidad and Tobago.
Persad-Bissessar was responding to a warning issued by
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley that illegal entry into Trinidad
& Tobago via the open seas will land the perpetrators in hot
water, now that the Coast Guard had acquired two new Cape
Class patrol vessels.
According to Persad-Bissessar, Trinidad and Tobago’s border
crisis was not due to a scarcity of vessels, or the hard-working
men and women running the Coast Guard, but rather it was
due “to a PNM government, which for reasons best known to
them, sank our national border security apparatus”.
Commenting on the official launching of the vessels, PersadBissessar said the hallmark of Rowley’s government over the
past six years has been about trying to pass public relations
stunts off as policy.
“[With] much fanfare, …Rowley greeted the new Austal
vessels to our shores and proceeded to act as if they were his
personal gifts to the nation,” she said.
However, she noted that other patrol vessels were procured
during her tenure at the helm.
“I would also like to point out a stubborn fact to the PNM.
Under the government I led, orders were placed to facilitate six
large vessels, six interceptors, and one operational patrol vessel
for the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard,” she added.
She was concerned the two vessels may end up like others.
“Under Keith Rowley, either by malice or incompetence,
these prized acquisitions have been sitting idle at Staubles Bay,
while our borders remain unguarded. I fear these new Austal
vessels will soon go the same way, serving as decorations for the
PNM, rather than being used to secure our borders and protect
our people,” she said.
Earlier, Rowley said with the two patrol vessels at sea, illegal
immigrants arriving via the open seas will be doing so at their
own peril. He added he could now sleep better with both vessels
at work protecting the nation’s borders.
Said Rowley, “The borders of Trinidad and Tobago will now
be known to be more secure to all comers, and that you enter
illegally at your peril. I will sleep more comfortably now, not
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that our borders are secure –
not with a fire fence or with
galvanised sheetings – but
secured by these vessels being
out there, particularly in the
Columbus Channel and the
areas of the Western peninsula, and around Tobago.”
Rowley also indicated
that his government is at an
advanced stage of discussion
with Austal, the Australian
shipping company, over a
partnership to set up a programme in Chaguaramas
aimed at evolving a robust
ship maintenance industry.
He noted that Trinidad and
Tobago can only get the best
use of its vessels if there is a
programme to allow its engineers to do regular mainteKamla Persad-Bissessar
nance when it is due.
“Against that background, discussions are under way, and
well advanced for Austal not to only be the supplier of these
two vessels, but to partner with the government… to establish,
maintain, and grow a ship-maintaining business. I trust that
these discussions will be concluded soon,” he revealed.
Rowley said the plan is to use the facility at CL Marine Ltd
Caribbean Dockyard and Engineering Services as the maintenance centre.
Said Rowley, “The aim is to grow that service in such a way,
in Chaguaramas, that we will have the equipment and personnel
to provide that wider service, not only to the Coast Guard, but
to the private sector throughout Trinidad and Tobago and in the
Caribbean. To do that, we will have Austal working alongside us,
providing us with the training, equipment, and confidence to
carry out such maintenance, and we will take into that arrangement qualified and enthusiastic people – men and women –
who are prepared to make marine engineering services and ship
service a career in Trinidad and Tobago.”

Nagar 2021 goes ahead
Port-of-Spain – Divali Nagar celebrations are on again this
year following the forced hiatus in 2020 due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the National Council of Indian Culture announced
last week.
NCIC public relations officer Surujdeo Mangaroo confirmed
the event would be taking place at its central Trinidad location,
and that it would feature the popular Youth Champ and dance
competitions. Aptly, the celebration this year is themed ‘Light
over the Covid-19 darkness’, he said.
However, Mangaroo noted the 2021 event will be a modified
version from previous events in the past years. The decision
was taken to go ahead with the celebrations in the light of its
religious significance, and the role it has played in national
development, he revealed.
The financial side was also considered in the decision,
Mangaroo said. He noted that entrepreneurs across the globe,
along with local vendors, have indicated the intention to recoup
losses incurred during the pandemic shut down. Trinidad and
Tobago reopened its borders to international travel on July 17.
“Having regard to the protocols established by the authorities, we are hosting a modified version of the event from
Tuesday October 26 to November 3,” he revealed.
According to the NCIC, the annual Youth Champ
Competition will be held on October 29, with the dance contest
finals taking place on October 30.
Mangaroo said the theme for this year’s event, Hindu Panth,
will reflect on the various sects of Hinduism.
“Our annual Yagna will continue. Our aim at the NCIC is to
continue our excellent cultural shows, and present our artistes
as we embrace a new era coming out of our pandemic lockdowns,” he said.
He added, “Our lives will not be the same, but as a people,
we recognise the need to be safe and careful as we get our lives
back slowly by continued propagation of our rich culture and
heritage.”
Mangaroo said the NCIC has always recognised the importance of Divali Nagar and the role it has played in building
national, regional, and international linkages.
“We know that our culture in Trinidad and Tobago is unique
and all-embracing. This year is a very special year. We will celebrate our struggle against an unseen enemy that has left a large
number of our families in sorrow and despair, as we have lost
loved ones. We will celebrate the power of light over the darkness of Covid-19. We will pray with the rest of the world for a
rejuvenated future, one with hope, courage and love, tolerance,
and good health,” he said.
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BOLLYWOOD DEPARTURE: DILIP KUMAR 1922-2021

History of Indian cinema will now be written, ‘before Dilip Kumar, and after Dilip Kumar’ - Bachchan

A

tweet from Dilip Kumar’s Twitter account,
signed by family friend Faisal Farooqui,
confirmed his death on July 7.
It read, “With a heavy heart and profound grief, I
announce the passing away of our beloved Dilip Saab, few
minutes ago.”
India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi tweeted, “Dilip

Kumar Ji will be remembered as a cinematic legend. He was
blessed with unparalleled brilliance, due to which audiences
across generations were enthralled. His passing away is
a loss to our cultural world. Condolences to his family,
friends and innumerable admirers.”
Amitabh Bachchan tweeted, “an institution has gone”; he
added he was “deeply saddened”, and noted, “Whenever the

history of Indian Cinema will be written, it shall always
be ‘before Dilip Kumar, and after Dilip Kumar’.
And the President of India, Ram Nath Kovind
tweeted, “Dilip Kumar summarised in himself a history
of emerging India. The thespian’s charm transcended all
boundaries, and he was loved across the subcontinent.
With his demise, an era ends”.

Method acting pioneer Kumar passes

M

Widow Saira Banu with Shah Rukh Khan

Amitabh Bachchan arrives to pay his respects

A mournful Dharmendra outside Kumar’s house

Shah Rukh Khan on arrival at Kumar’s residence

20

uhammad Yusuf Khan was born in Peshawar
sensitivity to a story about love and friendship.”
(now in Pakistan) on December 11, 1922. He was
Additionally, “In Madhumati (1958), his lover dies and
one of 12 children to Lala Ghulam Sarwar, an
returns as a ghost. And in the film, he is best remembered
orchard-owning fruit merchant, and wife, Ayesha Begum. The
for, Mughal-e-Azam (1960), he played Prince Salim, son of
family lived in the city’s Qissa Khwani bazaar, also known
the Mughal emperor Akbar, whose love for a court dancing
as the market of the storytellers, Shanaz Habib wrote in The
girl, Anarkali, leads to war between father and son. One of
Guardian’s obituary on July 7.
Bollywood’s highest-grossing movies, it was fully colourised
As Habib notes, the young Khan frequented the bazaar, and
and re-released in 2004.”
was in the audience gathered to listen to the local storyteller.
In a timeline assessment of Kumar’s body of work, the
Later, Khan, now renamed Dilip Kumar, would recall it was at
Hindustan Times notes that between 1944-1960, his first
the bazaar where he learned the art of the story.
film, Jwar Bhata (1944) went largely unnoticed; three years
Kumar’s early family domesticity was an itinerant one, with
later, Jugnu was his first major box- office hit. Several hits
his father moving to Bombay (Mumbai) where he set up his
followed: Mela (1948), Andaz (1949), and Deedar (1951).
fruit business in Crawford Market; another move followed
After Pramathesh Chandra Barua, Kumar was the second
to Nashik, north-east of the city.
actor to play the role of Devdas
He attended the Barnes school
in the 1955 film, an adaptation
in Deolali, assisted his father in
of a Saratchandra Chattopadhyay
the fruit business, and also ran a
novella. The 1950s anointed Kumar
British army club canteen in Pune.
as the ‘Tragedy King’ of Bollywood,
As Habib reports, a meeting
the only superstar who excelled in
early in life with actress Devika
this form at the time of Raj Kapoor
Rani placed him onto the new,
and Dev Anand. However, as the
acting path. Rani’s first husband,
Hindustan Times reports, these
Himanshu Rai, was the founder
tragic roles took a toll on his mental
of the Bombay Talkies studio,
health. Following the advice from
and offered Khan an acting job.
his psychiatrist, Kumar entered
His new life in the movies came
light-hearted roles with films like
with a name change, as per Rani’s
Aan (1952), Azaad (1955), and
recommendation. With his new
Kohinoor (1960).
name, Bombay Talkies released
The decade of 1960-1970 saw
Kumar’s first film, Jwar Bhata
him in the role of Salim in the
(1944).
historical film Mughal-e-Azam
The film was a bust, with the
in 1960. This film grew into a
critics mercilessly panning his
blockbuster, and up until 2008 was
youthful, thespian effort. Habib
the second highest grossing film in
reports Film India critic, Baburao
the history of Bollywood. In Ganga
Patel, describing Kumar as “an
Jamuna (1961), his first and only
anaemic addition”; also, he needed
production, Kumar and his brother
Dilip Kumar
“lots of vitamins and a prolonged
Nasir Khan appeared together
treatment of proteins before another picture can be risked with playing the title roles.
him… His acting effort in this picture amounts to nil”.
Also at that time, he was offered an international project
The harsh criticism drove Kumar into method acting, and it in the role of Sherif Ali by British director David Lean for
was here were he made his name. As Habib notes, “The early
Lawrence of Arabia (1962), but he declined the offer. In 1967
Indian film industry had drawn its acting traditions from the
with Ram Aur Shyam, Kumar played a double role, which was
stage, and the expressive gestures and movements inspired by
also a major hit.
drama and dance had been translated in the movie era into
Then came the decade of 1970-1980, with the 1970s
loud, theatrical performances.”
being an uphill climb for Kumar, as several new and young
However, Kumar deliberately swam against this national
actors entered the film industry to take his career in an alltide. Instead, he studied the work of Ingrid Bergman and
time low. As the Hindustan Times reports, there was some
James Stewart, Habib reports, and developed “a style of acting
experimentation with roles in films as Dastaan (1970), and in
that was natural, meditative and minimalistic, and which
Bairaag (1976) even playing a triple role; but neither film did
suited the melancholy characters he played”.
well. Kumar took a break from films between 1976-1981.
Such was the success of this methodology that it was his
From 1980-1990, Kumar returned to the big screen, this
films of the 1950s that established him as the “Tragedy King”
time in 1981, with the superhit, Kranti. He moved on to quality
in Bollywood, with unrequited love as a constant and recurring roles in hit films as Shakti (1982), Vidhaata (1982), Mashaal
motif. As the plot unraveled in Devdas (1955), for example, his (1984), and Karma (1986).
character’s childhood sweetheart marries someone else, and
From 1990-2000 there was Saudagar (1991), which Kumar
he turns to drink, eventually dying from tuberculosis on her
delivered as another hit at the box-office with veteran Raj
doorstep.
Kumar. In 1993, Kumar won his first Lifetime Achievement
Said Bollywood screenwriter Kamlesh Pandey: “Dilip
Award after having completed almost 50 years in the industry.
Kumar made unrequited love and sacrifice fashionable for an
In 1996, he attempted directing with the film, Kalinga, which
entire generation. Heartbroken, healthy young men prayed to
was shelved. He made his last film appearance in Qila (1998).
get TB.”
Kumar was recognised for his long and illustrious career,
The list with method acting successes grew longer, Habib
and his contributions to cinema with the Padma Bhushan and
notes: “For the tragic-romantic lover he portrayed in Jugnu
the Padma Vibhushan, the third- and second-highest civilian
(1947) and the anti-British nationalist he played in Shaheed
awards, which were granted by the Indian government.
(1948), he studied the scripts and his own characters deeply
In 2006 he received a lifetime achievement award at India’s
enough to draw out richer, subtler portrayals. With Andaz
National Film Awards in recognition for his contribution to
(1949) he came into his own, bringing complexity and
Indian cinema.
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How Indian cinema reeled in mainstream audiences abroad

Iconic and sylvan spaces in London and
By Prasun Sonwalkar
Britain have been one of the most popular
he University of Oxford is known for its
shooting locations, regularly bringing droves of
history, education standards, alumni, and
crews and actors. Besides, there is cutting-edge
pioneering achievements. It registered
infrastructure available for post-production and
another first some time ago: the university’s
VFX, studios, talent, and capacity.
Examination Schools building, where final-year
In 2007, the IIFA Awards were held in
students sit for exams, resounded with Amitabh
Yorkshire, bringing all the top stars to the county.
Bachchan’s iconic dialogues and songs.
Says Sally Joynson, chief executive at Screen
The occasion was the Annual Distinguished
Yorkshire, which supports film projects in the
Ford Lecture, delivered by senior academic Rachel
region: “Strong, creative relationships are central
Dwyer with the title ‘Amitabh Bachchan: Emotion
to our approach, and we have a long association
and the Star in Hindi Film’, when Bachchan, who
with Indian and Bollywood cinema, evolving
was visiting Oxford, was the respondent. According
from Screen Yorkshire’s work to attract and
to Dwyer, his name does more for India abroad
support the IIFA Awards in 2007.
than other known symbols such as the Taj Mahal,
Joynson adds, “Screen Yorkshire has been
curry, or yoga. Bachchan was visibly embarrassed
invited to visit filmmaking hubs in India,
by some of the high praise, but used the occasion
where we have forged relationships with
to highlight the growing popularity of Indian films
producers in cities like Mumbai and Chennai,
abroad.
strengthening our experience and understanding
The packed-to-capacity event had several
of the requirements and ambitions of Indian
sub-texts. The lecture was by a British academic
filmmakers. Our well-preserved country houses
specialising in Indian cinema — a genre that
and historical architecture, combined with
was once seen in the West as too kitschy and
Yorkshire’s beautiful coastline and dramatic,
melodramatic to be considered worthy of
Awara has enjoyed more transnational success than any other film,
sweeping landscapes have captivated many
mainstream academic attention; there were more
such as in the poster above from Turkey, where it was a huge hit
Indian filmmakers over the years, and we hope
non-Asian people in the audience; and a leading
Indian actor was being feted in a university that does not have
were few and far between and mostly ignored by the mainstream Yorkshire will continue to be a popular choice.”
a dedicated department for media studies, unlike several other
press.”
Driving India’s ‘soft power’ abroad
British universities.
She adds, “The 1960s saw the increasing presence of
There is recent acknowledgement in New Delhi that the
The event was also symbolic of the growing appeal of
British Asians with major migrations from East Africa.
lure of films abroad can be a powerful component of India’s
Indian cinema, not only in Britain — driven initially by
These ‘twice migrants’ arrived already knowing how to
‘soft power’. The Indian film industry has long been recognised
diaspora communities, now attracting others — but also across develop infrastructures for maintaining their culture in alien
as the world’s largest by volume, if not value, producing over
Europe and elsewhere, challenging influential themes of Westenvironments, and continued to watch Hindi films. In the
1,000 films every year, reaching various parts of the world
driven cultural imperialism in discourses of globalisation in
1980s, some Hindi films were screened on the BBC’s Network
through legal and illegal means. One of the confidential cables
recent years.
East, while Channel 4 showed programmes of song-and-dance
released by WikiLeaks revealed that in 2007, US diplomats
As Bachchan said at the event, “Every time a nation does
numbers, as well as full-length films. The explosion of new
suggested that India send Bollywood stars to tour Afghanistan
well economically, many aspects such as its... music, food,
media changed the whole consumption pattern of Indian
to aid international efforts to stabilise the country.
culture suddenly become important. The West saw Indian
cinema from the early 1990s.”
In 2008, Manmohan Singh, the then prime minister, told
cinema with cynicism, but now the very factors that were
As the size of the diaspora grew over the decades, so did
Indian Foreign Service probationers that India’s ‘soft power’,
criticised earlier are seen as unique. There is a vast patronage
the demand for Indian films and music. Cinemas began
especially the film industry, can be put to use as an important
to Indian cinema abroad.”
regularly screening Indian films in the 1960s, and, by the
instrument of foreign policy: “The ‘soft power’ of India in
He saw cinema halls fostering a kind of integration that
1970s, dedicated cinemas showing only Indian films appeared
some ways can be a very important instrument of foreign
was fast losing ground in other parts of the world: “When we
in Asian areas such as Hounslow and Southall; the Himalaya
policy. I find wherever I go in the Middle East, in Africa,
sit, laugh, cry and enjoy the same songs, we don’t ask who
Palace Cinema in Southall was a prominent centre of
people talk about Indian films. So, that (‘soft power’) is a new
is a Hindu or Muslim or Christian. There are very few such
socialisation.
way of influencing the world about the growing importance of
examples in the world where cinema halls bring about such
In parallel has been the exponential rise in students taking
India.”
integration.”
modules on Indian films and academics researching the field
Thussu adds that from a ‘soft power’ perspective, Bollywood
Bachchan was awarded a doctorate by the De Montfort
in UK universities, while actors such as Abhishek Bachchan
is perhaps more effective among other countries of the
University in Leicester in 2006, and is one of the many critics
and Sanjay Dutt campaigned for Labour’s Keith Vaz in
global South: “The Bollywood brand, co-opted by India’s
of the word ‘Bollywood’. He prefers the use of ‘Indian film
Leicester during elections.
corporate and governmental elite and celebrated by members
industry’, since the former resonates with Hollywood, and
Asian radio stations, notably Sunrise Radio founded
of its diaspora, has come to define a creative and confident
insists that calling it ‘Bollywood’ belittles Indian films that
in 1989, played the latest film songs, while VCR and VHS
India. Gone are the days when diasporic communities felt
have a unique identity.
technology made it possible for almost every corner shop
embarrassed about the cinema of their country of origin,
There are different claims to the origin of the word, but
to sell or hire out films in neighbourhoods and cities with
perceived by many in host nations as glitzy and kitschy. Today,
despite opposition by Bachchan and others, its usage has
large population of sub-continental origin, such as London,
Hindi films are released simultaneously across the globe; its
become so common that many incorrectly use it to refer to the
Leicester, Birmingham, Manchester, and Bradford.
stars are recognised faces in international advertising and
entire Indian film industry, while others insist it should be only
The arrival of new media and satellite television since
entertainment.”
used for Hindi films produced out of Mumbai (mostly after
the early 1990s made it easier, with all major entertainment
Bulgaria-origin Dina Iordanova, a leading expert in
1990). Its usage has been equally contested and commended by television channels from the sub-continent beaming into
transnational cinema at the University of St Andrews, believes
those inside and outside the world of Indian films.
homes of diaspora communities. Multiplexes such as
that Raj Kapoor’s Awara (1951) has enjoyed more transnational
Cineworld and Odeon woke up to the large demand and
success than any other film over a prolonged period of time:
From humble beginnings to cool
dedicated screens to Indian films. Until the Covid-19
“Most film history books analysed other films and mentioned
The thee million-strong South Asian diaspora in Britain
pandemic, Cineworld branches — particularly in Feltham
Awara only in passing, yet I cannot think of any other film
invariably refers to Indian films as Bollywood, which for many
and Ilford in London — and elsewhere, drew large numbers
from that period that would have enjoyed such popular success
among the second-and-third-generation immigrants, is the
of diaspora cinegoers, with major films being released
transnationally.”
only connection with their cultural homeland (as Deepak
simultaneously in India and the UK.
Additionally, “During those key periods, songs from Indian
Kaushal, 24, from Coventry, says: “India is too complex,
Daya K. Thussu, senior academic who taught at British
films were huge hits in many other countries, the fascination
Bollywood is simpler”).
universities for over 25 years, and is now based in Hong
with a film like Awara was everlasting; everybody knew Raj
Across the country, the word and its derivative
Kong, says: “As home to one of the world’s largest South
Kapoor’s ever-singing dancing persona. Even though repeat
‘Bollywoodisation’ today reflect and influence a wide range of
Asian diaspora, Britain has been a focal point for global
viewing is not typical for the cinema-going practices of
cultural symbols and activity in the public and private spheres:
distribution of Indian films. The diasporic dimension of
Bulgarians, many admit that they have seen Awara numerous
films, clothes, music, dance, stage performances by actors and
Bollywood is, therefore, very important, as many Bollywood
times. Why such fascination? It was the candid praise of love
singers from India, popular magazines, events (‘Bollywood
films have a diasporic theme — often set in London — while
and affection in the Indian movies that was truly enchanting
nite’), wedding styles, and fashion.
Bollywoodised content: music, fashion, celebrity culture — are
for us. It remains a truly enduring global hit, yet one that is
It is fair to say that for a minority genre that had its first
a regular feature of British life.”
understudied and under-researched.”
film release in London’s Rialto in 1952 (the Dilip KumarHe adds, “Though regularly screened in multiplex cinemas
She says that while teaching a course on Indian cinema to
starrer Aan, released as The Savage Princess), to actor Rajendra in selected British cities, Bollywood’s primary audience
students in Hong Kong and China earlier this year, it was clear
Kumar getting the iconic polymath Bertrand Russell to make
has remained staunchly diasporic. Yet, the influence of
that Indian films have made inroads into the mainland, with
a special appearance in his 1967 film Aman, to the almost
Bollywoodised cinema on mainstream British films — notably
Aamir Khan the biggest star there.
crossover success of Lagaan in 2001, when it reached the Top
Bride and Prejudice and Slumdog Millionaire — is also clearly
Says Iordanova: “This needs to be seen as an important
10 in Britain — Indian films have come a long way.
observable.”
testimony as China officially only imports 34 foreign
Says Dwyer, who interacted with leading lights of the Indian
The strength of the pound makes the UK territory one of
films per annum, and the way this is set up usually mainly
film industry over three decades while teaching at the School
the major sources of revenue for Indian films, whose text and
favours American films. It is extremely competitive for a
of Oriental and African Studies: “In the UK, it was in the 1950s
context interact with London and Britain not only in terms of
French or a Danish or an Indian film to be included in the
that Indian films began to be screened for Asian audiences.
market, but also as themes in storylines, locations, actors and
quota. Essentially, what I am reporting here hints at a major
These were mostly on Sunday mornings and other ‘off-peak’
musicians performing in each other’s films, leading to the two
breakthrough for Indian cinema into the Chinese market —
times at cinemas that mostly showed mainstream cinema. There countries signing an agreement in 2005, which includes a cash
were occasional events where the stars came over from India
rebate of up to 25 percent on UK qualifying expenditure (there and the Chinese market is the world’s largest market, of course,
so it is greatly attractive.”
for ‘premieres’, and though these attracted large audiences, they
are instances of the rebate being abused).

T
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Top batting rank a Taylor-made success

W

est Indies Women’s team captain
Stafanie Taylor last week hit a new
boundary to place herself in the
lead as a top, international performer with the
bat. Taylor hit the milestone after producing
her sixth century, an unbeaten 105, in the first
Women’s One-Day International against the
visiting Pakistan.
The effort lofted her into the top women’s
One Day International batswoman and allrounder in the world, according to the recent
International Cricket Council rankings.
Taylor’s latest ascension came after the first
two matches against Pakistan in the now-concluded five-match series that saw West Indies
Women decisively taking the lead. She was last
ranked number one batswoman in 2014, and
top all-rounder in 2017.
Her latest knock with the bat saw her climbing upwards by four positions to displace India’s
Mithali Raj as the world’s number-one batter.
Taylor also gained two places in the allrounders’ standings, overhauling Australia’s Ellyse Perry.
With her bowling performance, that recently included a hat-trick, she also moved up three
places into 16th position among bowlers in the

Stafanie Taylor
format.
Taylor was elated following her unbeaten
105, along with bowling figures of 3-29 to steer

West Indies Women to a five-wicket win.
“It’s a great feeling. I’ve been dreaming of
this day to finally go past that five hundreds
and make it six, so I am really happy,” she said.
So far, only five women have scored centuries for West Indies Women, with the other
four having one century each.
Taylor is tenth in the world for most centuries, with Australia’s Meg Lanning leading with
14, followed by New Zealand’s Suzie Bates with
ten, England’s Charlotte Edwards with nine,
and Claire Taylor eight.
Australia’s Karne Rolton also has eight, with
England’s Tammy Beaumont and Sarah Taylor,
New Zealand’s Amy Satterthwaite, and India’s
Mithali Raj scoring seven centuries each.
Taylor’s 36 half centuries is almost double
that of the next best scorer, Deandra Dottin,
who has 19. Her cumulative total of 4,859 runs
in the format is 2,000 runs more than Dottin’s
tally.
Taylor’s average of 44.99 beats other female
international players in the region who have
played a minimum of 20 innings. No other batter averages in the 30s, with her average being
the fifth highest among active female players in
the world.

Roger Telemachus
of form, and the day before, apparently, [team
management] got an email from CSA that the
[African National Congress, South Africa's
ruling party] are putting pressure on them because there are no black African cricketers in
the team.”

Telemachus said the team’s coach came to
him saying, “‘Sorry, this is the story: unfortunately, you can't play’. He showed me the
[email]. My question to them was why can’t
Roger Telemachus and Makhaya Ntini play
together in the semi-final? No answers, nothing happened. I was left out. I called my family and told them I am going to play and they
should watch out for me. And then I was told
I wouldn’t play. I almost got physical with that
coach. The assistant coach had to stop me. I was
furious. I was hurt.”
Neither Telemachus, nor Ntini, played in
that match against Australia. South Africa lost
that game by seven wickets. Ntini was dropped
for the previous game against England, and was
not brought back into the team for the knockout match after struggling through the tournament.
Telemachus had not played an ODI since
September 2006, did not feature at the World
Cup, and never played again for South Africa.
He claims he was given no explanation for being left out.
“When I confronted them, they couldn’t
give me answers. Even when we returned from
West Indies, I never got answers,” he said.
Asked how he thought the clique was
formed, Telemachus said, “[They] were good
friends off the cricket field, good friends on the
cricket field, they had their social lives together,
even when there weren’t tours. That was how
they hooked up and discussed things.”
The role of the SJN is to provide a platform
for those involved in cricket to recount historical incidents of racial discrimination. Also, it
is looking at any continuing bias in the game
today.

SA justice hearing told about ‘The Big Five’ clique

S

outh African cricket was controlled by
a clique of white players nicknamed
“The Big Five”, former fast bowler Roger
Telemachus claimed last week. He made the
revelation while testifying at the Social Justice
and Nation-Building hearings, ESPNcricinfo
reported.
According to Telemachus, “the big five”
moniker was coined at the 2007 World Cup,
where he was part of the squad, but did not step
onto the field.
Said Telemachus: “That is where ‘The Big
Five’ started. They control selection. They control everything. They used to go to the coach
and say, ‘This is how we are going to play’. This
is where we gave the name to these players.”
Telemachus did not name the players that
made up the clique. However, when asked
to confirm its make-up, he replied: “This is a
group of white players”.
It is not the first time a clique has been mentioned in South African cricket.
In his 2012 book, To the Point: The NoHolds-Barred Autobiography, Herschelle
Gibbs wrote about a group of players that controlled the national team. Also, the recent and
turbulent overhaul of Cricket South Africa also
included references to a small set of players
wielding all the power.
Telemachus claimed the clique was partly
responsible for his being reduced to a passenger at the World Cup 14 years ago. Also, he indicated there was political interference.
“A week before… I was told I will definitely
be playing the semi-final. I asked the coach
what was the reason, and he said one of our
fast bowlers has a niggle,” Telemachus said. He
added, “But before that, Makhaya Ntini was out

Courtney Walsh

Women’s team work
in progress —Walsh

W

est Indies women’s cricket team
remains a work in progress, coach
Courtney Walsh said last week following the T20 and ODI series wins against
Pakistan.
Walsh said the team is “not the finished
product as yet; far from it”, but is showing a
willingness to learn, and is prepared to work
hard.
He also noted it was heartening to see the
enthusiasm, and that its winning habit added a
touch of confidence to the overall game.
“This was the biggest challenges that we have
had for a while, but they responded well. And
they are confident and they performed pretty
well,” Walsh said.
In the last match, Haley Matthews scored a
century, and captain Stafanie Taylor had a productive series.
There were also encouraging signs of improvement from Britney Cooper and the twin
sisters Kyshona and Kycia Knight.
However, Walsh also identified fielding as an
area where improvement was needed. Another
department that required more consistency
was in bowling, he said.
“We know that there is still a fair amount of
work to be done. We will keep working, keep
driving for the ultimate goal; to be the best we
can, every area has been looked at, but we are
happy that the girls are showing that level of
consistency and improving,” he said.
He added that the coaches had worked tirelessly with the women on their batting mindset, and the levels of fitness had also increased,
lending itself to the ability to concentrate for
longer periods of time.
Meanwhile, Deandra Dottin is recovering
from a shoulder injury that limited her bowling. She also sustained a side strain in a previous match.
Said Walsh: “But she's coming along, and
she is training hard. She has always been a hard
worker. And, you know, she does everything in
the field for us, and once we get her back into
form and confident, we are expecting that her
to perform further.”

Hero CPL 2021 dates amended to accommodate interrupted IPL games

T

he dates for the Hero Caribbean Premier League 2021 tournament were
amended last week with a new start set
for August 26 and finish on September 15.
The new dates were confirmed by the CPL
last week, the move taking the tournament to
an earlier start and finish from its original August 28 to September 19 schedule in St Kitts
and Nevis.
The change came following discussions with
the Board of Control for Cricket in India, the
CPL said. It was prompted by the BCCI’s need
to find an appropriate window in a packed international schedule to host the remainder of
the Indian Premier League season.
The IPL was suspended in May following an
outbreak of the Covid-19 virus among teams

within its bio-secure bubble.
The remainder of that tournament is now
scheduled to take place in September and October in the United Arab Emirates.
Defending champions Trinbago Knight Riders will bowl off the CPL tournament on August 26 against Guyana Amazon Warriors from
10 am at Warner Park. Later at 7 pm, the Barbados Tridents will face the St Kitts and Nevis
Patriots.
Last year the tournament was sucessfully
played in a bio-secure bubble in Trinidad due
to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. TKR won
the tournament, and set a record by playing unbeaten.
All 33 matches in this year’s CPL will be
played at Warner Park.

22

TKR FIXTURES
Thursday Aug 26, 10 am, Guyana Amazon Warriors vs Trinbago Knight Riders.
Friday August 27, 7 pm, Trinbago Knight Riders vs Barbados Tridents.
Sunday August 29, 10 am, St Lucia Zouks vs Trinbago Knight Riders.
Tuesday August 31, 10 am, Trinbago Knight Riders vs St Lucia Zouks.
Wednesday September 1, 10 am, Trinbago Knight Riders vs Guyana Amazon Warriors.
Sunday September 5, 2:30 pm, Trinbago Knight Riders vs Jamaica Tallawahs.
Tuesday September 7, 10 am, Jamaica Tallawahs vs Trinbago Knight Riders.
Thursday September 9, 10 am, Barbados Tridents vs Trinbago Knight Riders.
Saturday September 11, 7 pm, Trinbago Knight Riders vs St Kitts & Nevis Patriots.
Sunday September 12, 7 pm, St Kitts & Nevis Patriots v Trinbago Knight Riders.
Playoffs
Tuesday Sept 14: Semi-final 1.
Tuesday Sept 14: Semi-final 2.
Wednesday Sept 15: Final.
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WI faith strong in Gayle as a guiding force

F

ollowing Chris Gayle’s Man-of-the
Match award and his 67-run score in the
third T20 match of the now-concluded
series against Australia last week, West Indies
coach Phil Simmons indicated the veteran
batsman will be a guiding force for the team
when the delayed ICC World T20 tournament
comes around in October this year.
Gayle is now 41 years old, and was a member of both the West Indies teams that became
World champions in 2012 and 2016. His form
has been in question in recent years. It appeared
to return momentarily last week, when he took
Man-of-the Match after scoring 67 runs.
However, there is still a role for Gayle in the
World Cup squad, Simmons stressed last week.
“We’ve seen what he has been doing in practice. We’ve seen what he has done in IPL in
UAE [2019], where the games are going to be
played in the World Cup, and we thought that
this is a position that he can fill for us,” Simmons said.
At the time, Simmons was commenting on
Gayle’s strong showing with the bat in a post
game interview with former West Indies stalwarts, Ian Bishop, and Sir Curtly Ambrose.
Said Simmons: “[Gayle] started badly. It was
highlighted that he wasn’t getting anything [beyond] what he has been doing. We know where
his heart is, and… he showed what we’ve been
insisting that he can do.”
He added, “He was absolutely happy [following his 67 runs] because he wants to do well
for West Indies. He has always wanted to do
well for West Indies, and… he showed why we
have him there, and why we’re backing him.”

Gayle-force action
during the 3rd
T20 match against
Australia last week
Gayle’s half-century was his first in a T20
for the West Indies since 2016. Hitting that target also saw him becoming the first batsman
to score 14,000 runs in T20 cricket. However,
while Gayle has said his focus was on the World
Cup itself, Simmons has noted his value to the
team went beyond how he performed on the
field.
Said Simmons: “He is unbelievable in the
dressing room. The amount of experience he
has… he offers advice quietly. When it is time
to say things, we have him as a mentor, [along

with] him playing. So, in the dressing room,
he is allowed to say what he has to say. When
he speaks, all of us listen, because there is no
greater T20 player that has passed through the
world.”
Additionally, “He has a lot to give in the
dressing room, and that is a huge part of having
him there. Not just the runs that he has started
scoring, now but just his advice, his backing
for [captain Kieron Pollard], and [vice-captain
Nicholas Pooran], who has been captain for
these three games.”

Tom Harrison
over the viability of England's five-Test series
against India following Rishabh Pant’s positive Covid-19 diagnosis, and further infections
within the Indian camp, Harrison insisted that
all teams would be obliged to “accept some risk”

in return for the day-to-day freedoms that enable elite sportsmen and women to produce
their best performances.
“We want people feeling good about going
out and playing in whatever tournament they’re
playing in, whether that’s the Hundred, whether that’s a Test series against India, whether that
is county cricket and the [Royal London OneDay Cup],” Harrison said.
“We want people to be feeling like their life
is delivering for them, both at home and as professional cricketers, men and women. We don’t
want to be closeting players in such a place
where they feel like the only role they play in
their life is to go out and bat and bowl for whatever team they’re playing,” he said.
Additionally, “I think that's a bad place for
us to be. We have to be understanding about
what it is to be a responsible employer, to be
able to get the best back from players. That’s by
treating them like adults, and talking and communicating openly about how we best mitigate
the impacts of this ongoing pandemic.”

ECB head: Players must learn to live with Covid-19

T

he mental health and well-being of
English players in competitions require the game “learn to live” with Covid-19, rather than the England Cricket Board
preventing further infections within team environments, the board’s chief executive Tom
Harrison said last week.
According to an ESPNcricinfo report, Harrison was defending the ECB’s decision to relax the bio-secure environments, which were a
feature of England’s behind-closed-doors campaign in the 2020 home season.
At the time, Harrison was speaking at a media briefing ahead of the opening match of the
Hundred, which begins today.
Harrison warned it was the duty of boards
all around the world, and not just the UK, to
take greater heed of the concerns of their players. Many of its players have endured months
at a time away from friends and families in order to ensure the competitions upon which the
game’s revenues rely were safely completed.
However, last week as concerns mounted

Departure
Yashpal Sharma was on India’s winning 1983 World Cup team

F

ormer India batsman and member
of the 1983 World Cup-winning side
Yashpal Sharma died on July 13, reportedly from cardiac arrest, Cricbuzz reported last week. He was 66 years old.
Yashpal represented India in 37 Tests
and 42 ODIs between 1978 and 1985. A
resolute middle-order batsman, Yashpal
made his India debut in 1978 in an ODI
against Pakistan in Sialkot.
The next year he made his Test debut at
Lord’s against England, and played in three
of the four Tests in the series. A maiden
Test hundred arrived in Delhi later that
year against Australia, a knock he followed
up with a second-innings 85 not out in Kolkata in the following Test.
Yashpal’s next Test hundred came more
than two years later, but his 140 against
England in Chennai came in a record 316run stand with G.R. Viswanath, the two

Yashpal Sharma
batting for the entire day.
Yashpal was a handy batsman in India’s
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middle-order at the 1983 World Cup, and
was also an excellent runner between the
wickets. He set the tone for the tournament
with 89 against two-time and defending
champions West Indies at Old Trafford in
India’s tournament opener.
When India returned to Manchester for
the semi-final against England, he once
again top-scored with 61 to put India in the
final.
In all, he scored 2,489 international runs
to go with his 8,933 first class runs at an average of 44.88, including 21 centuries. He
represented Punjab, Haryana and Railways
on the domestic circuit.
Following his retirement, Yashpal served
as a national selector between 2004 and
2005, and again between 2008 and 2011.
He is survived by his wife Renu Sharma,
two daughters Puja, Preeti, and son Chirag
Sharma.
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International
Cricket Schedule
Wednesday July 21, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 1st ODI, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados: 12:30 PM
6:30 PM GMT / 2:30 PM LOCAL
India tour of England, 2021 County Select
XI vs India, 3-day warm-up match, Day
2, Riverside Ground, Chester-le-Street: 5
AM 11 AM GMT / 12 PM LOCAL
Thursday July 22, 2021
South Africa tour of Ireland, 2021 Ireland
vs South Africa, 2nd T20I, Civil Service
Cricket Club, Belfast: 9 AM 3 PM GMT /
4 PM LOCAL
India tour of England, 2021 County Select
XI vs India, 3-day warm-up match, Day
3, Riverside Ground, Chester-le-Street: 5
AM 11 AM GMT / 12 PM LOCAL
Friday July 23, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 2nd ODI, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados: 12:30 PM
6:30 PM GMT / 2:30 PM LOCAL
India tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri Lanka vs
India, 3rd ODI, R. Premadasa Stadium,
Colombo: 3:30 AM 9:30 AM GMT / 03:00
PM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 1st T20I, Harare
Sports Club, Harare: 4:30 AM 10:30 AM
GMT / 12:30 PM LOCAL
Sunday July 25, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 3rd ODI, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados: 12:30 PM
06:30 PM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL
India tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri Lanka vs
India, 1st T20I, R. Premadasa Stadium,
Colombo: 8:30 AM 2:30 PM GMT / 8:00
PM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 2nd T20I, Harare
Sports Club, Harare: 4:30 AM 10:30 AM
GMT / 12:30 PM LOCAL
Tuesday July 27, 2021
India tour of Sri Lanka, 2021Sri Lanka vs
India, 2nd T20I, R.Premadasa Stadium,
Colombo: 8:30 AM 2:30 PM GMT / 8 PM
LOCAL
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 1st T20I: Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados: 9:00 AM
3:00 PM GMT / 11 AM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 3rd T20I, Harare
Sports Club, Harare: 4:30 AM 10:30 AM
GMT / 12:30 PM LOCAL
Wednesday July 28, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 2nd T20I, Kensington
Oval, Bridgetown, Barbados: 9 AM 3 PM
GMT / 11 AM LOCAL
Thursday July 29, 2021
India tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri Lanka vs
India, 3rd T20I, R. Premadasa Stadium,
Colombo: 8:30 AM 2:30 PM GMT / 8 PM
LOCAL
Saturday July 31, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 3rd T20I: Providence
Stadium, Guyana: 9 AM 3:00 PM GMT /
11 AM LOCAL
Sunday August 1, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 4th T20I, Providence
Stadium, Guyana: 9 AM 3 PM GMT / 11
AM LOCAL
Tuesday, August 3, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 5th T20I, Providence
Stadium, Guyana: 9 AM 3:00 PM GMT /
11 AM LOCAL
Wednesday August 4, 2021
India tour of England, 2021 England vs India, 1st Test, Day 1, Trent Bridge, Nottingham: 4 AM 10 AM GMT / 11 AM LOCAL.
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4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
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Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Brampton
For Sale
$1,999,000

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Toronto

For Sale $799,900

SOLD OVER ASKING!
Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious freehold
end-unit townhouse with 3 large bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms. Modern open concept kitchen with eat-in dining
& movable island. Covered balcony great for family BBQs.
Spacious den on ground level with entrance to garage.
Perfect for investors or first time home buyers. Close to all
amenities including places of worship, shopping centres,
steps to TTC, close to major highways: 401,400 & 407.

Brampton

437-235-7599

The Buckingham at Grand Central Mimico
Grand Central Mimico
is Toronto’s new transittailored community.
Anchored by Mimico GO
Station, this community
will be a vibrant, allinclusive & future proof
neighbourhood. Thoughtful
timeless design, transit &
modern amenities converge
to create South Etobicoke’s
most relevant & significant
community.
Starting
From Mid -

$500K
Grand Festival Condos*
Take your life to a whole
new level of fun and
celebration at Grand
at Festival. Vaughan's
spectacular new masterplanned City Center.

Markham

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

For Sale
$490,000
SOLD
$50K
OVER
ASKING!!!

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

* THE NEXT PHASE
AT FESTIVAL SOUTH
VMC, CANADA’S BESTSELLING CONDOMINIUM
COMMUNITY.
Starting
From the low:

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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$500K

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

