CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

John Persaud, CEO

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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CAL flights resume to YYZ
Port-of-Spain – With the reopening of the
borders of Trinidad and Tobago by its government set for July 17, Caribbean Airlines last
week announced it was making preparations
to restart flights to Toronto, New York, and
Miami.
According to a
release from CAL,
the airline will introduce its reopening
schedule on a phased
basis, with operations
between Trinidad and Tobago and the Eastern
Caribbean starting on July 17, alongside its
re-start of operations to North America. Daily
service to Cheddi Jagan International, Guyana,
will continue, the airline said.
Also announced were two immediate additions to its flight network out of Port-of-Spain,
which are twice weekly service to Eugene F.
Correia, Ogle, International Airport, Guyana,
and a weekly service to and from Dominica.
Flights to Jamaica, Orlando, and to St Lucia
will begin from August 13 and August 16,
respectively. Other destinations will be added
later.

www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Ontario heading
to Step 3 — Ford

Toronto – Ontario progressed into Step 2
on June 30 in the province’s three-step Covid19 re-opening plan, a move that has worked
well so far, and which “everyone is quite happy
with”, Premier Doug Ford told Global News
earlier this week.
Asked by the media about the province’s
strategic moves forward, Ford said Ontario
will continue working its way through the
three progressive steps,
with the next stage to
be unveiled in the
near future.
“We’ll be working with the health
team. We’ll be rolling
that out shortly over
the next three weeks. We
want to get to Step 3. I know everyone is quite
happy in Step 2,” Ford said.
He added, “We’re just going to work day-in
and day-out [to Step One], get every single
business open in this province, get them back
on their feet; but we’re going to do it cautiously
too. [We’re] going to take the directions from
the health team and work with them.”
June 30 saw Ontario expanding outdoor
activities, and the opening up of indoor settings. Step 2 also saw the reopening of personal
care services as hair and nail salons, with up to
See Page 4: Covid-19 numbers
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As CAL indicated, starting July 17, its Portof-Spain route to Toronto will see flights on
Wednesdays moving forward, with the return
from Toronto to Trinidad on Thursday. Its
Port-of-Spain flights to New York, and return
to Piarco International
Airport, will take
place on Monday,
Wednesday, Friday,
and on Sunday.
CAL said it was also
proactive “in putting
systems in place for the convenience and wellbeing of its employees and customers”.
It added, “Passengers can verify the entry
requirements and other important travel information for any destination within the Caribbean
Airlines network using the Caribbean Airlines
Sherpa Tool at travelguidelines.caribbeanairlines.com.”
The airline was also putting procedures into
place to meet the international travel regulations required as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic.
“[Travelers] can make appointments for
See Page 19: Govt readies

The Afro-Caribbean Farmer’s Market was opened
on July 4 at Little Jamaica, and present for the
historic launch were NDP Black Caucus members
MPP Jill Andrew, MPP Faisal Hassan, and MPP
Kevin Yarde. In photo (front row, left to right) are
MPP Andrew with market manager, Lori Beazer; in
the back are MPP Hassan & MPP Yarde. Check out
the market’s website here. (Photo courtesy Heather
Douglas)

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

On June 27 the corner of Liberty Avenue and 133rd Street in New
York was officially co-named The Pandit Ramlall Way. Pandit
Ramlall was born in 1928 in Skeldon, Guyana. He taught at the
Tagore Memorial school before migrating to the US, where he
founded the Arya Spiritual Center, the Phagwah Parade, Diwali
Parade, the Arya Vir Dal, and other events in NY. Pandit Ramlall
died in Queens on January 26, 2019, at the age of 90.
See pages 14 & 15 for coverage of the street co-naming.

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
•
•
•
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House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$1,195,000

$999,000

Cottage Property

Church Site with 2 Acres Land

Private 9.5 acres located on the south shore of
Lake Nippising. Features a huge workshop/storage
building, fish cleaning hut and laundry cabin, and 9
cottages. Perfect for a family compound or a resort.
The property has a flowing stream meandering
through the middle. Life is meant to enjoy!

Seller willing to take back 70 percent of mortgage!
Located in Essex Ontario, just 30 minutes from
Windsor, this is a perfect place to use as a training
resort. Zoning allows multiple uses, commercial
and residential. Site plan almost ready to build 12
homes. Great investment opportunity.

$829,000

Modern Etobicoke Home

Luxury Townhome

Facing East. Home features open concept living
& dining room, LED lights, living room with gas
fireplace, spacious gourmet kitchen with huge eatin area, deck, master bedroom with full ensuite,
finished basement, hardwood floors & double car
garage.

Spacious home with 4 bedrooms, 4 washrooms,
laneway double car garage, large deck, open
concept living and dining room, spacious kitchen,
main floor office and a warm family room. Freshly
painted and professionally cleaned. Short walk to
Mount Pleasant GO. Fenced lot.

$679,900
Well-cared for home with a private driveway,
internal access from garage, great room with 16’
ceiling, and open brick wood burning fireplace,
inviting dining room, gourmet kitchen, laundry
room on the upper level, laminate and hardwood
floors, and a finished basement. A rare find.
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Charm, Warmth, & Elegance

$1,150,000
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$989,000

$849,000

Legal Triplex

Sound investment opportunity with 3 apartments.
Tenant pays their own hydro and gas. This triplex
is on a 150’ deep lot next to a major development
area. Zoning allows commercial unit on the main
floor. Features 6 bedrooms, 3 washrooms large
deck and a detached 3 car garage. Smart buy.
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This Property Makes Good Cents!
For the smart buyer. spacious home completed with
a basement apartment with 3 bedrooms, separate
entrance and a large kitchen. Features include a
living room, family room with fireplace, spacious
kitchen leading to a large deck, 4 bedrooms and 4
washrooms. Real nice!

$323,550

Turnkey Multiplex in Timmins
This building has four 1-bedroom and one
2-bedroom suites. Gross rental income of over
$40,000. It is professionally managed, so it is
a hands-free investment. Enjoy a seven percent
capitalisation rate.

CANADA

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario

Opposition Leader Erin O’Toole addressing the ethnocultural media on June 23

(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

O’Toole speaks to Conservatives’ recovery plan

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

By Romeo Kaseram
He added, “Our fifth pillar of our Canada recovery plan is
Ottawa – Canada’s Conservatives have assembled a five pillar we will secure the economy by balancing the federal budget
recovery plan that “will put all Canadians first” following the over the course of the next decade, thereby reducing inflationCovid-19 pandemic, Opposition leader, Erin O’Toole told the ary risks, and lowering costs to Canadians on everything from
ethnocultural media late last month.
transportation, groceries, to housing.”
O’Toole also addressed the tragic deaths of the Muslim famIn addition to the five point recovery plan, O’Toole said in
ily, which occurred in London, Ontario on June 6.
March the Conservatives unveiled a plan for the environment
Speaking to post-pandemic recovery, O’Toole said: “We will “that will meet our Paris Climate targets while also createnact a comprehensive jobs’ plan that will
ing jobs and economic growth at a rate
recover the million jobs lost during the
vastly superior to [PM Trudeau’s] climate
pandemic within one year. [With] our secchange plan”.
ond pillar, we will make sure that we hold
Said O’Toole: “Canada’s future is at
the government to account for countless
stake; the future of our children, and our
corruption with a new anti-corruption law
grandchildren, is at stake. As we recover
that will restore accountability, transparfrom Covid-19, it is time for certainty; it
ency, and trust in Ottawa.”
is time for competent leadership; it is time
The third pillar will see the
for ethical leadership in Ottawa. It is time
Conservatives addressing “the tsunami of
for us to be champions again for the unity
mental health challenges coming from
of our country, for pursuing excellence,
this pandemic, especially with our young
and a prosperous future for all families.”
people”, he said.
O’Toole also spoke to the tragic deaths
Said O’Toole: “The rate of youth in
of three generations of a Muslim fammental crisis has skyrocketed in depresily that were killed in London, Ontario,
sion, anxiety, to eating disorders and
on June 6. According to police, Salman
addiction. That is why we will introduce a
Afzaal, his wife Madiha, daughter Yumna,
mental health action plan partnering with
and grandmother, Talat Afzaal died from
territories, provinces, and non-profit and
a premeditated attack by a young driver
community groups to help heal and get
in a truck. The family’s young son, Fayez,
Erin O’Toole
people on a path to wellness.”
survived the attack, and is now recovering
The fourth pillar to recovery will see the Conservatives
ensuring that Canada never again “be unprepared for a crisis”
O’Toole said.
“Canada’s Conservatives will make us more resilient, less reliant on countries like communist China. We will create a stockpile of essential products alongside building capacity at home to
manufacture vaccines, and other critical medicines.”
He also noted that the Conservatives will address the high
cost of housing.
Said O’Toole: “[In] the last six months, we’ve seen the high
cost of housing rise; the inflation rate is now also at its highest point in a decade. [Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s] out of
control spending, and never-ending deficits, are causing real
damage to the economy, and the risk of interest rate increases,
make that risk even larger in the next few years.”

from his injuries.
“I think preliminary indications tragically show this was
likely a terror attack; something motivated by hate, something
where people were targeted by who they were, because of their
faith, because of how they were dressed. That needs to have
the highest criminal sanctions, including terrorist provisions,
attached to it,” O’Toole said.
He added, “Sadly, we have seen terror-based crimes, or
attempts in the past, and we have to throw the… strictest measures in our criminal justice system at such conduct, because it
runs completely contrary to who we are as Canadians. Whether
you come here three months ago, or three generations ago, it
doesn’t matter who you are, what your background is, or what
your faith is, you should never ever be fearful of walking on a
Sunday night with your family.”

Markham – Destination Markham has launched three
major initiatives to support the re-opening of businesses, and
to stimulate Markham’s visitor economy.
The initiatives include the Safe Travels stamp, a global tourism program that has been created to assure local and international travellers that businesses are safe to visit.
Also launched was #MyMarkhamPass, which is a mobileexclusive savings pass for residents and visitors to download,
and use across businesses in Markham to save and support the
tourism sector. Finally, the “Be Our Guest” initiative and campaign was also launched, and has been created to support the
hotel and hospitality sector in Markham.
Last month the City of Markham congratulated the first
cohort of businesses participating in the Safe Travels program.
It is a global tourism initiative created to assure local residents
and international travellers that hotels, hospitality outlets, retail
businesses, leisure, cultural, entertainment and sports venues
are meeting the highest standards of Covid-19 safety protocols. Over 185 Markham businesses have already become Safe
Travels’ certified.

The #MyMarkhamPass initiative is a mobile-exclusive coupon book that features over 70 Markham businesses. Markham
residents are invited to download the pass before exploring, and
to take it along to enjoy discounts at hotels, restaurants, attractions, retailers, spas, and more.
Residents in Markham can sign up for free at visitmarkham.
ca/save to get the #MyMarkhamPass delivered to a mobile
phone. Over 1,200 passes have already been downloaded. It can
also be used to “check-in” to be entered to win one of ten $100
gift cards to be used at destination business in Markham.
Created in 2020 by the World Travel and Tourism Council,
and overseen by the Tourism Industry Association of Ontario,
the Safe Travels plan is being promoted by Destination
Markham, a new organisation created to support regional
attractions, events, businesses, residents and visitors, and to
work with all small business sectors and the City of Markham.
“Destination Markham is your source for everything
Markham, and is committed to working with local businesses
to welcome visitors back warmly and safely,” said Markham
Mayor Frank Scarpitti.

Markham launches initiatives to support re-opening
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SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Brampton City pledges to join BlackNorth
Brampton – Brampton City Council unanimously pledged
to join The BlackNorth Initiative last month.
By pledging and signing the initiative, the City of Brampton
joined more than 450 global organisations working towards
eliminating anti-Black systemic barriers negatively affecting the
lives of Black Canadians.
“This pledge reaffirms the City of Brampton’s commitment to
end systemic racism in our city,” said Patrick
Brown, Mayor of the City of Brampton.
He added, “Working closely with, and
building on the important work of, our
Economic Empowerment & Anti-Black
Racism Unit, we’ll have a broader perspective and reach into the Black community
to listen, learn and commit to making real,
impactful changes that will help remove systemic barriers that exist in our city.”
The partnership will complement the
work of the City’s Economic Empowerment
& Anti-Black Racism Unit, under the Equity
Office, and allow access to the organisation’s
robust network of experts for Brampton’s
Black community. It will also allow for
broader networking opportunities, provide
mentorship, and build partnership and collaboration opportunities for future engagements.
“The BlackNorth Initiative fills and idenPatrick
tifies a massive vacuum – the lack of support for Black businesses and professionals in corporate Canada. This is an
opportunity for corporations and influencers to assume a level
of social responsibility in the elimination of systematic barriers
for racialised communities across the country,” said Gwyneth
Chapman, Senior Advisor, Economic Empowerment and AntiBlack Racism, City of Brampton.
Chapman added, “Their advocacy for success and involvement of Black talent, businesses, youth, and the community
is admirable. This is an unprecedented initiative, and I’m very
excited about the possibilities to come.”
The City continues to take action to address anti-Black racism. On June 10, 2020, Brampton City Council unanimously
approved a motion to create a Black African and Caribbean
Social, Cultural and Economic Empowerment & Anti-Black
Racism Unit.
The Unit aims to develop an action plan to eradicate systemic anti-Black racism in Brampton with guidance from local
community stakeholders, and uplift the social, cultural and
economic position of Brampton’s Black community.
Over the past year, the Unit has held many community and
stakeholder engagements and events to foster better relation-

ships with the Black community, as well as with education and
government agencies-organisations.
It continues to have important strategic and in-depth consultations with the Black community and stakeholders, and this
will play a key role in the development of an action plan that
identifies initiatives to address systemic barriers that exist in the
city. Learn more about the Unit at brampton.ca/antiblackracism.
“We applaud the City of Brampton
for becoming the second municipality to
join the BlackNorth Initiative, pledging to
address the issue of systemic anti-Black
racism and the negative impacts that it has
on Black constituents in its community,”
said Wes Hall, Founder, The BlackNorth
Initiative.
He added, “We thank Mayor Patrick
Brown and Brampton’s City Councillors for
their leadership in committing to empower
and uplift Brampton’s Black community by
taking decisive action. We look forward
to working with municipalities across the
country.”
Led by The Canadian Council of
Business Leaders Against Anti-Black
Systemic Racism, The BlackNorth Initiative
was founded in 2020 to respond to the
glaring inequalities seen across corporate
Brown
Canada, and remove the anti-Black systemic barriers negatively
affecting the lives of Black Canadians.
The BlackNorth Initiative’s mission is to increase the representation of Blacks in boardrooms and executive suites
across Canada. While providing support to corporate Canada
pledgees, The BlackNorth Initiative has also developed and
implemented several core programs aimed at supporting Black
Canadians across a range of areas, including business mentorship, a homeownership bridge program, and a mental health
program for Black youth. Learn more at blacknorth.ca.
The City of Brampton is advancing the Term of Council
Priority Brampton is a Mosaic, by laying the foundations of an
Equity Office to serve its employees and citizens. The Equity
Office, which houses the Economic Empowerment & AntiBlack Racism Unit, will work to ensure fair and equitable treatment of all individuals and promote a harmonious environment
both inside the City and for its residents.
In November 2019, the City of Brampton launched a new
five-year Workplace Diversity and Inclusion Strategy and Work
Plan, which sets out opportunities to foster a more inclusive
organisational culture that engages, develops, and celebrates its
people, and attracts a diverse workforce.

From Page 1
five people allowed in indoor gatherings.
According to the province’s re-opening plan released on May
20, a minimum period of three weeks is in place before Step 3
could be enabled. It means the earliest Ontario could enter Step
3 would be July 21.
Ontario’s chief medical officer of health, Dr Kieran Moore
said the province should remain in Step 2
for at least three weeks, a consequence of
the concern over Covid-19 variants.
Said Moore: “With Delta being present,
we obviously have to watch what is going
on around the world where Australia and
multiple cities have had to lock down.
Israel is back with masking in public spaces, [and] Europe might be looking at further public health measures,” he said.
Highlighting the importance of the
three week intervals among Step 1, Step 2,
and Step 3, he added, “We’re going to be
watching internationally, nationally, provincially, locally — being data-driven, and
advise government based on data.”
Questions have remained over what
Doug
constitutes Step 3, since it does not return
Ontario to pre-pandemic conditions and its levels of service.
In the Step 3 guidelines, there are general statements that
speak to a variety of sectors, but unlike Steps 1 and 2, no specifics are available for certain areas.
So far, Step 3 appears to be a work in progress, with its roadmap indicating indoor and outdoor gatherings, religious ceremonies, and so on, being larger, but without specifics on size.
Also, a number of sectors and industries can operate in Step 3,
but with restrictions or removals that are yet to be concretely
outlined.
Among the changes coming in Step 3 are large indoor and

outdoor gatherings being allowed, with indoor dining reopened;
a greater expansion of capacity for retail businesses; and larger
indoor religious services, rites, and ceremonies allowed. It
would also see the re-opening of indoor meetings and event
spaces; the re-opening of indoor sports and recreational facilities; indoor seated events, attractions, cultural amenities restarting’ and doors reopened at casinos and bingo halls.
On Monday, CBC reported that Ontario
had its fewest number of new cases in
nearly ten months, with the case count
at 170, the lowest since September 10 last
year. Also, in what was further evidence of
a reduction in cases, Monday’s 170 cases
compared lower to exactly a week before,
when 210 infections were recorded.
These confirmed infections came from
almost 13,000 tests completed, with Public
Health Ontario recording a provincewide
positivity rate of 1.3 percent. As CBC also
reported, Ontario’s seven-day average of
daily cases fell to 210.
Overall, the number of active cases
in Ontario dropped below 2,000 for the
first time since September 14. Notably,
Ford
Ontario’s peak caseload during the third
wave was the highest at any point in the pandemic at 43,000.
However, an indicator of mutant strains of the coronavirus
was evident with a report that the Delta variant was of concern,
accounting for roughly 74 percent of new cases.
Earlier this week, 228 persons were being treated for Covid19-related illnesses in intensive care units, with 157 patients
hooked up to ventilators.
On Monday Canada reported 1,417,639 confirmed cases of
Covid-19, with 5,812 considered active. According to a CBC
News tally, deaths stood at 26,368. So far, over 39.6 million
Covid-19 vaccine shots have been administered across Canada.

Covid-19 numbers continue to fall in Ontario
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NDP plans $1b home care fix
Kingston – Andrea Horwath and an NDP government
will invest at least $1 billion in an overhaul of Ontario’s
broken home care system, making it reliable enough to
help seniors live at home longer.
“The healthiest, happiest place for many seniors is
at home. And whether your family lives in Kingston,
Brampton, or North Bay, we all deserve home care that
makes home a safe place for as long as possible,” said
Horwath.
She added, “We can help people avoid the need for
hospital care or a nursing home, and give them a better
quality of life as they age – in their own neighbourhood,
living on their own terms.”
Horwath and NDP MPP Ian Arthur (Kingston and the
Islands) made the announcement Tuesday in Kingston.
Arthur said his office regularly gets calls for help
from Kingston and area families that say home care
falls short for loved ones.
Last-minute cancellations, and rushed PSWs
that do not have enough
time to deliver the care
required are common, he
said.
According to Ontario’s
Auditor General, people
who need home care
often get less than they
need, and less than they
are entitled to, and locaAndrea Horwath
tion can determine the level of care a person receives.
In 2019, the Ontario Community Support Association
said 18,000 people living in long-term care could have
been at home with better home care, and the Ontario
Hospital Association reported 750,000 patient days where
someone was stuck in a hospital bed while waiting for
home or long-term care.
Said Horwath: “Years of big cuts and bad choices by
government after government have really hurt people.
People are living with last-minute cancellations; PSWs
that are rushed for time; and inadequate service levels.
People deserve better, and if we don’t fix this, they’ll keep
ending up in the hospital or long-term care unnecessarily.”
In 2022, the NDP will establish provincial standards
for home care, and create culturally appropriate resources
and training, so seniors can receive care from someone
who understands their culture and language.
Horwath and the NDP will bring in a community
based not-for-profit home-care system, and end for-profit
home care in Ontario — turning home care PSW jobs
from temporary roles into full-time jobs with decent
wages and benefits.

YCDSB welcoming new
families for 2021-2022

Toronto – York Catholic District School Board is
welcoming new families for the 2021-2022 school year
starting September 8. New student registrations, as well
as assessments for secondary students new to Canada will
take place online throughout the summer months.
The Admissions Department is accepting online registrations for Kindergarten to Grade 12 students: click here
for admission and registration information. Also, to find
out which publicly-funded Catholic schools serve your
local area, click here.
Parents/guardians must provide the following documents to register children: proof of age; proof of status
in Canada; proof of residency (Property Tax Bill or Proof
of Purchase or Lease/Rental Agreement, and Utility Bill
or Phone Bill); and proof of English Separate School
Support, such as property tax bill or MPAC Property
Assessment Notice (school support forms can be provided,
if necessary). For elementary school only, Roman Catholic
Baptismal Certificate (for child or parent) is needed.
Assessments for secondary students who are new to
Canada need to be completed before registering for high
school. As a result of Covid-19, assessments will take place
virtually during July-August pending further notice from
York Region Public Health.
International students interested in applying for
admissions to a York Catholic school should visit the
International Education webpage here.
For more information about Admissions to a York
Catholic school call 905-713-1211 and press “2.” To book
a virtual secondary school assessment, call 905-713-5050
ext. 12433, or email newcomer.reception@ycdsb.ca.
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The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

RESHMA AUDHO
PHOTOGRAPHER

Tel: 647-237-9816

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com
Tel: 416-234-1446						
8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

/tintaleephotography
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@tintaleephotography

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Editorial

Delta vigilance

W

hile optimism is growing that we are likely
seeing an end to Covid-19’s reign of terror, at
the same time, despite our protective layers
of social distancing, masking, handwashing, and recently,
partial or full vaccinations, it is imperative we remain vigilant against possible infection by the Delta variant.
It is now quite evident that a growing foothold is being
gained globally by the highly-infective Delta variant. As is
being noted by scientists and government authorities, our
battered, war-torn landscape is now seeing an emergence
of highly-infective pockets of B.1.617.2. This makes it
essential that we do not take our sights off our deadly and
mutating coronavirus adversary.
What this means is that while we are highly-energised
and impatient to return to our full-scale, pre-pandemic
mobility and lifestyles, with positive indications that the
gates to the city are being re-opened and the drawbridges
lowered, there is still need for tentative, cautious forward
footsteps. As the authorities are now reinforcing, we must
not let our guard down, even as we welcome the government’s lifting of regulatory lockdowns, along with an opening of public and commercial spaces to traffic.
In fact, it would be wise to heed the words of caution issued by the WHO’s Director General, Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus. As he noted late last week, the
circulation of the Delta variant, first detected in India, is
causing ripples with global infection spikes, which are now
contributing to another increase in the number of Covid19 fatalities.
“The Delta variant is dangerous and is continuing to
evolve and mutate, which requires constant evaluation
and careful adjustment of the public health response,” Dr
Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned.
The global evidence is incontrovertible: as reported
earlier this week, the resurgence of South Africa’s Covid-19
numbers hit record numbers, and is a direct consequence of
the Delta variant. As the Associated Press reported, late last
week South Africa’s National Institute for Communicable
Diseases revealed there were more than 26,000 new cases in
the week, and that this escalation in infection numbers had
quickly returned many hospitals to capacity admissions.
Here at home, earlier this week Canada reported
1,416,969 confirmed cases of Covid-19, with 6,159 considered active. According to a CBC News tally, the national
death toll stood at 26,360. Meanwhile, more than 38 million doses of Covid-19 vaccines were administered nationally, the total number of inoculations the equivalent of
almost our entire Canadian population, CBC also reported.
However, despite the success of the vaccination rollout,
and the concomitant uplift in national confidence and optimism, our top federal public health officials are remaining
extremely cautious. It is noticeable that while their messaging is confident, inspiring, and positive, it is also simultaneously sober and level-headed. Understandably, a subtext to
their messaging is solicitude over the Delta variant.
It is such that the overall tenor in their messaging is to
lift restrictions too soon could see another surge in Covid19 levels. If the Delta variant were to gain purchase, then
it could mean clawing back the re-opening, re-introducing
restrictions on mobility, and worse, returning to unwelcome isolation with yet another lockdown.
We especially note the reinforcement of caution in the
messaging from Canada’s Chief Public Health Officer Dr
Theresa Tam. She has noted that while we are currently
seeing a downward average of fewer than 640 Covid-19
cases per day, with hospitalisations under 1,000, and with
less than 500 patients in ICUs, this is not the time to let our
guard down.
“We do have to be quite cautious, because the provinces
are just beginning to open up, and then we will see what
happens,” Tam said last week.
The good news in Ontario earlier this week was the
Covid-19 case count was down to 170, the lowest since
September 10. We are getting there, slowly and irrevocably;
one step at a time. However, with the predatory Delta variant still prowling, we cannot let our guard down.
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Juneteenth, USA

uly and August are busy with independence anniversaries:
July 1, Canada Day, the 154th this year, and China’s 100th
for the Chinese Communist Party, and 72 since it assumed
governance; July 4 is US independence day, July 5 Venezuela’s,
July 14 France’s Bastille Day, and many more.
Canada’s 154th, restricted by Covid-19, was
hushed by the gruesome discovery of unmarked
graves of aboriginal children, 1,311 so far, at
residential school sites: BC, 215 in Kamloops,
and 182 in Cranbrook; Saskatchewan, 751 in
Marieval, 38 in Regina, and 35 in Lestock; and
104 in Brandon, Manitoba.
There were 139 residential schools in Canada, federally
funded, most run by the Roman Catholic Church. Children
were taken from their families, boarded, and indoctrinated
into British Canadian ways; they suffered heavy, varied abuse,
including sexual, a national shame for Canadians.
President Xi exalted the CCP, for “national rejuvenation” by
leadership and “fighting bloody battles with unyielding determination… in the new-democratic revolution,” and ending “the
unequal treaties imposed… by foreign powers, and… the privileges that imperialist powers enjoyed in China”.
He stressed that “the Chinese people will absolutely not allow
any foreign force to bully, oppress or enslave us, and anyone who
attempts to do so will face broken heads and bloodshed in front of
the iron Great Wall of the 1.4 billion Chinese people”.
He emphasised the last four decades of rapid growth, which
is what most Chinese remember. It marks also the 24th year of
British exodus from Hong Kong.
The US is weighed under by recriminations. While the world
is sympathising with US Blacks seeking justice and protection
of young men from police brutality, and other forms of racism: Black Lives Matter, other protests, Juneteenth, and so on, a
rabid Black racist group, the Brooklyn PNC, is planning to erase
the PPP from Guyana, using language that even the creator of
Guyana’s racist politics, PNC founder Forbes Burnham, would
have moderated, although fully on side with the sentiments and
aims; but he was too subtle to spew forth the extremely crude
emanations of Rickford Burke and his ilk.
They might even have shocked Howard-educated Stokely
Carmichael, head of NY’s Student Non-violent Coordinating
Committee in the mid-1960s and promoter of “Black Power”
(the “call for black people to define their own goals, to lead
their own organisations”, free from interference by others). Not

surprisingly then, he would later in Trinidad warn an audience
of near 40 percent Indians, “When I say Black, I don’t mean
Indian”; it unsettled them, as they were just as enthused over
equal Civil Rights as was Carmichael. The remark earned him
an expulsion from Trinidad, (his birthplace, June 29, 1941).
Burnham thereupon invited him to Guyana,
with freedom to proselytise in the newly formed
Mohan
Republic.
A decade earlier, the Rev M.L. King, although
Ragbeer
upset that Carmichael had questioned his
Gandhian non-violence, conceded, “if Stokely
Carmichael now says that non-violence is irrelevant, it is
because he, as a dedicated veteran of many battles, has seen with
his own eyes the most brutal white violence against Negroes and
white civil rights workers, and he has seen it go unpunished”.
That was over 50 years ago. The US Police have not changed
much, except for better weapons! But society has, though slowly,
and is developing a conscience.
Yet, to date, I have not seen any public statement, much less
condemnation of Burke’s venom, from the PPP, or from other
authorities. Surely Burke’s statement constitutes hate, a crime
in US law!
I may have missed comments on social media that I am not
privy to; so I would certainly appreciate seeing reactions from
Guyanese and others implicated, particularly the moderate and
tolerant Blacks, whom I know are numerous in society, the
kind that started the peaceful protests in the US, and the earlier
generations that spawned the Rev M.L. King, and the legions of
men and women who suffered, and have peacefully protested
the gravest injustices in America, and elsewhere, at great personal risk.
Now at last, the US Federal government has elevated
Juneteenth to the status of a federal holiday, giving countrywide recognition to the anniversary of the end of American
slavery, June 19, 1865, the date when hold-out Texas heard the
January 1, 1863, proclamation ending slavery!
Hence Juneteenth, this year celebrated with the July 4
(Capitol Fourth) event, a varied entertainment program at multiple locations in the US, hosted by actress and singer Vanessa
Williams, the 1983 Miss America, the first “Black” woman to
win this title. This year the Independence holiday was observed
on July 5.
Isn’t this an appropriate time for Blacks to place Burke’s detritus in the sewer where it belongs?

A neighbour’s marketing plan bears fruit

O

ur neighbour gazed longingly at the laden tree in our
backyard and murmured, the sound sibilant between
the gaps in his upper front teeth, “Avocadoes are like
money in the bank”. This was the time when I was growing up
back home, my small, bony frame barely above the knees of
the adults who neither heard, nor saw us children running around their legs.
Romeo
Gifted with large, inquiring eyes, to be both
Kaseram
unseen and unheard put me in a lofty perch,
where despite my knock-knees, prominent ribcage, and large, bony feet, I could closely observe
the world around me without being obtrusive, or becoming an
object of ridicule due to my faux-marasmus, half-starved frame.
The same neighbour who coveted our avocadoes would
speak down to me, saying, “Boy, tell your mother to feed you a
whole avocado. It will help you put on a little weight!”
So it was this neighbour would thoughtfully stroke his chin
as he assessed the forthcoming fruition on the tree. Looking up
to his chin through the BRC wire fence separating our properties, I wondered about his fascination with our avocadoes, and
why he did not maintain his property. It was here where we lost
cricket balls that were lofted over the houses to fall among the
intertwined, knotty shrubs rooted in his overgrown backyard.
Later, I would understand he was evaluating the tree, and its
promise of forthcoming avocadoes, with monetising eyes.
Of course, avocadoes were of no interest to me. If there was
value in the tree for this neighbour in counting our buttery
avocadoes among his own pre-hatched chicken eggs, for me it
was not worth my narrow attention span as a shiny object once
its immature, fallen fruits were assessed for size and roundness,
and then rejected for pitching as makeshift marbles.
Frankly, to my observant eyes, avocadoes were not among
the easily procured items that could be rapidly and furtively
consumed on the spot. It was a quick, nibbling consumption
done from fruit season to cricket season, with alert eyes darting
at the crackling dried leaves lifted by the wind.
Foraging was done via well-worn paths, with visits to fruit
trees made according to an internal chart that check-marked the
time of year, the advancement of fruition, the perpetual overhead threat from competing birds, and of course, the absence of
too-territorial adults who vociferously claimed ownership of the
trees, whether it was planted by their hands or not.

So it was I learned early in life that to every thing there is a
season; particularly if it is a fruit like a mango. And I understood “early-o’clock”, as my grandmother used to say, and which
I later discovered is written for the ages in the good book, that
there is a time to plant, and a time to pick what is planted; particularly by hands that had nothing to do with the
planting. Also, perhaps a calypsonian has already
sung this lyric: that there is a rhyme and reason
for each fruit and season.
I still recall with bitter aftertaste those awful
sour cherries, also known as gooseberries, that
populated the tree’s branches in clusters by the hundreds, as
thick as the clumps of ants that inhabited the trunk and guarded
its branches. One harvest yielded over 1,000 tiny cherries, its
acidity neutralised and made palatable with pickling in pepper,
salt, and diluted vinegar. Since these were low-hanging fruit, it
was easy to reach up and grab a tiny fistful; but popping one into
the mouth took deliberation, courage, and if I was older then as
I am now, a written will and a personal directive.
Naturally, it was an acquired taste, the cherry too-accurately
described as sour; but even this was an understatement, since its
acid always hit the tastebuds with biting ferocity. No other fruit
in the array of seasonal visits to trees came close to the acidic
malice contained in this fruit; the closest was the sharp bite of
citric rancour that came out of the mouth of the neighbour’s
wife, whenever she and her avocado-coveting spouse had their
exchanges, which in most cases were quite public, and were certainly not niceties about tropical, fruit-ripening weather.
It came to pass that eventually our avocado tree drooped with
the weight of its maturing fruit; so much that more than half of
its branches eventually draped over on the opposite side of the
wire fence, and into our neighbour’s clutches. Within months it
came to be low-hanging fruit in quantities sufficient for him to
surreptitiously harvest what he had not planted and nurtured.
The purloining was noticeable; branches weighted down with
avocadoes in the evening on his side of the fence were sober and
upright with puritan upbringing the next morning. Eventually
the tree began leaning back to our side of the fence, its counterweight of avocadoes depleted by the neighbour on the other.
My old man lamented his lack of earlier foresight with the
seedling; it was even worse after he found out this neighbour
sold our avocadoes at the central market on Saturday mornings.

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 07, 2021

READERS’ RESPONSES

Post-flood recovery means all hands on deck
Dear Editor,
The progress report in the media on the Caribbean Disaster
Emergency Management Agency’s assessment of the impact of
the flood on the 10 Regions in Guyana should be a rallying cry
to all concerned and affected citizens to get involved.
The Regional Mayors,
the Ministry of Home
Affairs, GDF, and the
GPF will need to increase
its
personnel
and
resources to effectively
implement a corrective
and preventative plan to
combat future flooding.
The
number
of
Guyana Defence Force
and Guyana Police Force
recruits from underrepresented communities needs to increase in
order to be able to ensure
all affected communities
Rising floodwaters almost
show greater participation in helping combat the dangers of climate change.
Guyanese are patriots, and this is an opportunity to show true
patriotism. Our top schools and university are a great source of
talent for new officers and members of the engineering corps.
Also, the GPF and GDF can serve as key organisations to foster
increased understanding and cooperation between our many
cultures as the level of diversity in the forces increases.
The future need for a large, coordinated relocation process
will require a high level of cooperation and a more aggressive

timeline for the development of a new capital city that will best
meet our needs over the long term. In the near term, the entire
citizenry will need to also get involved in helping to prevent
future flooding in the regions.
Our sea defences, irrigation and drainage systems, will need
an increased focused
effort. This starts with
each farmer and homeowner’s management of
waste, raising of their
land levels, and maintenance of the trenches,
alley ways, and gutters
near their property.
Ideally, this is the government’s responsibility,
and why taxes are paid,
but we must remember
that our elders always
said that God helps
those who help themselves.
cover a house in Guyana
An increased focus by
the government on improving the sea defences, and expanding
the canal system for reduced water volume intake and improved
water drainage, will go a long way in aiding farmers and homeowner’s in the near future if completed before the next rainy
season.
The experience of the recent flooding shows clearly that it is
now time for all hands on deck!
Jamil Changlee, Chairman, The Cooperative Republicans
of Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
The airwaves have been crackling with praise for Guyana’s
President Irfaan Ali and his PPP/Civic government for handling
the massive flood of 2021.
I think that some of the praise is due, and should be expressed
publicly, which has been done.
However, on the other hand, I think some of the praise is
overblown, especially in the letter columns of Guyana’s media,
and substitute for job interviews by persons seeking to be recognised for their runaway verbal enthusiasms.
It is as if some are going overboard to find favour with political masters, without regard to how overwrought (and cringeinducing they sound).
I agree that much has been done, and for which deserving
recognition is in order, but the reserve of self-respect should
return.
Whenever we have a national disaster such as floods, which
clearly was such by any measurement, then there is an opportunity to marshal a national response for more efficient results. If
we refuse to engage nationally at such a devastating hour, then
absolutely nothing will motivate us to put our heads together in
other times of peril.
Amidst all the ecstasies of a job well done, and who was
where and everywhere, and how much money and man-hours
were spent, I hear nothing about tomorrow. Or the next rainy
season. Or how to resolve flooding conditions.

I assert that the time and energies of the Head of State, and
other political presences, would have been better spent preparing for the future, addressing those situations tomorrow and
next season, with what it takes to avoid repeating what we have
just experienced.
How to minimize? Who to engage? Where to start? Aside
from a round of helpful visits, more for purposes of psychological strengthening and leading from the front, I think the public
servants had to be allowed to deploy their contingencies plans,
pull their weight, show their wares, and deliver results that were
timely, comprehensive, and acceptable.
Things get tangled with too much politicians and politics.
Good intentions erode after a time.
Let the professionals do their job. Let the political people
develop their visions and plan their programs related to flooding. The last thing we would want is to revisit, on any scale, what
happened last week and last month across Guyana.
So far, I hear of this and that, and the usual utterances of
political operators, and a choir of celebrants.
Do we have the expertise and skills to confront another largescale flood, which is now almost routine? I do not think so. So,
why is there no talk about the Dutch? No whisper in the blabber
about the long-term and big picture? No conversation, amidst
the chatter, about making a start to put an end to what Guyana
just endured?
G.H.K. Lall, via email.

Dear Editor,
The discovery of so many unmarked graves of Indigenous children in British Columbia, and more recently in Saskatchewan, is
a crime against humanity of horrendous proportions. The same
happened in Ireland.
It is not surprising that the Pope has not yet issued an apology. Perhaps he never will. None has yet been given for many
similar atrocities committed in the name of religion over the
centuries.
When the Portuguese conquered Goa, the Portuguese version of the Spanish Inquisition was imposed from 1560 to 1812,
a period during which thousands of Hindus and other nonChristians were tortured and burnt alive at the stake for refusing
conversion. Several hundred Hindu Temples were destroyed
and their land confiscated by the State. St Francis Xavier, a
revered Christian for whom a Basilica was built in Goa, was one
of the proponents of the Inquisition.
Five centuries have gone by without a Papal apology. Let us
hope that the cries of the Indigenous people of Canada will not
fall on deaf Papal ears. Hindus are not expecting one. We have
learned to forgive those who trespass against us.
May I remind the Pope that: “Blessed are the merciful, for
they shall receive mercy”, and that the corollary of that Beatitude
is equally true.
Dr Ganraj Kumar, via email.

Former residential school in Kamloops, BC

Flood solutions needed, not a choir of celebrants

Discovery of unmarked children’s graves horrific
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Needy T&T nationals waiting for food hampers

Proactive govt response needed
to overcome coronavirus fallout

Dear Editor,
If the scenes of despair circulating around the nation,
and the desperate pleas by people are not enough to get
the government to understand the generational crisis we
are facing, then what will?
Images of citizens lining up by the hundreds in extreme
weather for food baskets, if nothing else, must bring home
the gravity of the situation.
We must no longer sit idly by and merely hope the right
action will be taken. We must become engaged, and accept
nothing less than immediate and appropriate action be
taken by our elected officials.
Again, this action includes vastly increased and urgently expedited financial aid to citizens, critical support for
businesses to ensure economic and employment continuity, and finally, a vigorous and urgent roadmap to restarting our society beyond a seemingly token and symbolic
opening of the border.
The devastation being felt by many is now absolutely
immeasurable. Basic food security has now become a critical, national emergency.
If the lawmakers in this country saw the urgency to
enact emergency powers and suspend the Constitution in
order to deal with the pandemic crisis, their not summoning the same response to the economic and social crisis
can arguably be deemed a dereliction.
We have multiple resources at our disposal, including
the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund, and it is well beyond
time that the government act with the absolute critical
urgency required, and render the State assistance needed
to ensure, among other things, the basic sustenance of the
wider society.
What is now being done is simply not enough. This is
not business as usual and time is not on our side.
Peter George Jr, via email.

Concern over vaccine nationalism
– no country should be left behind
Dear Editor,
While vaccine nationalism has recently become popular, most people do not understand what the term means,
and the major impact it has against the global Covid-19
fight.
Vaccine nationalism occurs when wealthy, powerful governments sign agreements with pharmaceutical
manufacturers to supply their own populations ahead of
it becoming available for other countries.
Certain countries use their influence and wealth to
push themselves to the front of the line and bypass smaller
countries that are supposedly “less influential”.
The WHO has expressed its concerns about this influence, and there are fears such unilateral deals with wealthy
countries will make the vaccines inaccessible to those in
some of the poorest parts of the world.
A few influential countries that hold interest in companies manufacturing vaccines went so far as to prohibit the
export or distribution of raw materials that can be used to
make the Covid-19 vaccine.
All this is happening while infection rates and deaths
increase in poorer countries due to the unavailability of
vaccine doses.
Trinidad and Tobago and other smaller countries
continue to face the challenge of obtaining vaccines,
even though we have the funds to make the purchase.
Eliminating vaccine nationalism practicality demands
multilateral, global co-operation. Larger countries need to
step up and do what is right.
The fight against Covid-19 is worldwide, and no country should be left behind.
Nigel Seenathsingh, via email.
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Homegrown fix a cure for Guyanese foreign foods appetite

A

lthough Guyana has been flaunting its potential as the According to Holder, Guyana’s import bill for jams and jellies is
food basket of the Caribbean, the country’s own food somewhere in the region of (G) $40 million, whilst peanut butimport bill has more than quadrupled over the past two ter imports accounted for $227 million, and juices an amazing
decades. It is, therefore, ironic that Guyana is striving to fulfill $1 billion.
regional food demand when it cannot satisfy its own demand
He lamented the fact that Guyana produced the raw materifor food.
als for these products, but lacked the agro-processing capabiliThe bottom line is that Guyana has the potential to feed itself, ties to manufacture the value-added products. He also blamed
as well as become a major exporter of food. But that notion has poor packaging and the failure to promote “buy local” as
been a politician’s dream since time immeimpediments for locally manufactured goods
morial.
to take off.
Part of the problem is the population’s
While the government appears to have a
growing appetite for foreign foods – a probstrategic focus on increasing food producDwarka
lem that stifles the development of local
tion, its efforts have evidently not resulted in
Lakhan
industries, threatens food security, and cona decrease in the demand for foreign foods.
tributes to a higher trade deficit. Another
Evidently, there is a divergence between
issue is the country’s inability to develop a
the composition of domestic food supply
viable agro-processing industry that caters to the demand of the and the composition of domestic food demand; and a preferpopulation.
ence for foreign foods, which are perceived to be of better
Arguably, the current PPP/Civic government has been fever- quality, and often more convenient to use largely because of
ishly pushing agriculture, as well as agro-processing. In the non- packaging and availability characteristics.
oil economy, these areas are seen as the future of the country’s
For instance, Guyanese forego the consumption of fresh proeconomic growth, and will benefit poverty reduction, especially duce in preference for processed and canned foods, including
among the rural poor.
items such as ketchup, jams, sauces, beans, peas, soups, milk,
However, assuming that the government’s plans come to cereals, ham, and fish, and so on. As well, they prefer to confruition, it will be another couple
sume foreign grown produce such
of years before viable results are
as lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower,
achieved. Historically, there has
potatoes, apples, and grapes over
been weak integration of implelocally grown substitutes.
mentation efforts, resulting in spoAlthough the quality of some
radic ventures that have engenlocal packaged products might be
dered limited success. In fact, over
of equivalent or better quality, the
time there have been more failures
perception that foreign standards
than successes in a broad spectrum
are higher also drives foreign food
of agribusinesses, ranging from
consumption.
processing facilities to livestock
This established trend has been
development.
addressed repeatedly ever since
In fact, the country’s household
food import bans imposed by the
food import bill has increased
late President Forbes Burnham were
more than three-fold since the turn
lifted in the late 1970s. Nonetheless,
of the century – growing from (G)
no firm initiatives have been imple$10 billion in 2000 to more than
mented to stem the flood of foreign
$45 billion at the end of 2020.
goods, allowing Guyanese to live
According to the country’s
in the belief that “foreign is better”.
Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar
Obviously, the primary chalZulfikar Mustapha
Mustapha, Guyana produces 59
lenge would be to deal with resispercent of the food for local consumption, which means that tance from a population that loves foreign goods, whether or
food import dependence is at 41 percent. He made this state- not they are of better quality than locally produced goods.
ment when delivering remarks at a webinar hosted by the
While it would be appropriate to continue to provide
Guyana Manufacturing and Services Association in September Guyanese with freedom of choice, the existing conditions give
2020.
rise to the need for protectionist measures so that local food
Mustapha noted that Guyana must focus on ways to expand production can flourish.
and shift agriculture from primary producer to value-added,
It would, therefore, be necessary to introduce a stricter
to reduce its dependence on imports, which include processed system of tariffs to discourage foreign food consumption, espeproducts, dairy products, and grains such as corn and soybean. cially for products that have local substitutes or equivalents.
“This expansion will aid in the reduction of our domestic
As well, import licences and quotas should be enforced in a
food import bill of (G) $45 billion,” he stated in the local press. similar manner as practiced in developed countries to restrict
He added there is also opportunity for Guyana to tap into the the importation of certain foreign foods.
estimated (US) $8-10 billion Caricom market for imported
Such measures, if fairly implemented, should allow Guyanese
foods.
to appreciate the true value of local products. Foreign foods
Earlier in October 2019, former Minister of Agriculture would still be available, but at a higher price, resulting from
under the previous APNU+AFC administration, Noel Holder, higher tariffs. Those Guyanese who cannot afford the higher
highlighted the country’s staggering import bill for snack foods. prices would naturally turn to local equivalents. Demand and

supply fundamentals would then most likely set desired price
and quantity levels.
In developing local foods, appropriate quality control measures should be maintained, thereby eliminating the phobia that
local products are of poorer standard. For this to work there
needs to be a massive re-education process, strategically aimed
at selling the virtues of local products. And this process should
start in schools and spread to the community level.
Additional revenues earned from duties and tariffs on foreign goods should be used to support the development of local
industries, and promote the consumption of domestic foods.
One problem that has bugged local food manufacturers is the
sustainability of supply inputs. In agro-processing, for instance,
this remains the main determinant of both success and failure.
Inconsistent or insufficient supply of local inputs creates inefficiency in the manufacturing process, giving rise to the need for
more flexible solutions.
Local industries should, therefore, be developed with this
factor in mind; that is, to ensure that they can operate efficiently
on an ongoing basis to be able to meet ongoing demand for
food.
Another problem is the government’s lack of commitment in
supporting and developing the required infrastructure to support local consumption. Although the government has had limited success in promoting the development of non-traditional
agriculture, including small scale agro-processing, it is essential
for it to develop a comprehensive plan to promote local manufacturing and consumption.
Such plan should take the country’s existing resources into
consideration, and then determine how viable industries can
be developed around available resources. The approach must
be holistic. Haphazardly approaching the issue on an individual
investment basis is a recipe for future problems.
In fact, if there is a plan to develop local food-related industries, the government will be in a better position to attract
investments in areas that are geared to support local food production.
Decreasing food imports would not only alleviate the balance of payments and trade deficits, but can also reduce the cost
of living of Guyanese who must pay higher prices for foreign
goods with local substitutes.
At a macro level, developing and promoting local equivalents
and establishing export-based industries will support the government’s diversification and job creation strategies, as well as
allow domestic food-related industries to flourish.
Consumption of local foods can also contribute to lower
healthcare costs. It is well established that health conditions
such as obesity, diabetes, and heart conditions in the Guyana
and the Caribbean region at large, can be attributed to an
increasing reliance on processed foods.
At a more macro level, developing local food production
capabilities and developing strategies to promote local consumption would not only benefit the economy, but also ensure
food security, which has been a primary goal among Caribbean
countries.

Georgetown – Several major developmental investments
with the establishment of a privately-owned processing facility at Mibicuri will benefit agriculture in Black Bush Polder in
Region Six, the Guyana government revealed earlier this week.
A release issued by the Ministry of Agriculture noted that
Minister of Agriculture Zulfikar Mustapha, and Senior Minister
with responsibility for Finance Dr Ashni Singh, met with and
updated residents of Black Bush Polder last week. The ministers
held discussion with the residents about several planned developmental projects that will boost agriculture in the Region.
Both ministers met with farmers and residents at the
Mibicuri Primary School on the Corentyne Coast. Singh told
residents that government is now in discussions with a private
investor, who is interested in establishing a state of the art processing facility in the area.
“For a long time in Guyana, agriculture has been our primary
production. We cultivate our crops; we harvest them, and we
sell them in a raw form. We haven’t been able to move from
selling basic primary unprocessed agriculture commodities in
a processed form, which is the more value-added form,” Singh
said.
He added, “You have crops like peppers, for example. If you

for the construction of a lot of those facilities. This year we are
going to be constructing about six of those facilities. One is
earmarked for Berbice. We are looking at the strategy, because if
we have private investors in Black Bush, we’d initially earmarked
Talorgie for the packaging facility, but we are thinking about
moving it further down the Corentyne so we can service both
Regions Five and Six.”
Additionally, “From Rosignol to Abary, we have a lot of cash
crop farmers. On the East Bank of Berbice, we also have a lot of
farmers. So, we are considering establishing the facility in Bath,
Fort Wellington, or New Amsterdam.”
Mustapha further noted that with the establishment of such
facilities, the government intends to tap into markets in the
diaspora, given the demand for Guyanese commodities.
He also informed residents that Cabinet recently had no
objection to the construction of two such facilities in Region
Nine, and that his ministry is working to have the packaging
facility in Parika rehabilitated. This will be operated through a
Public-Private Partnership, he indicated.
Both Mustapha and Singh plan to return to the area to conclude discussions with the investor. Once completed, construction of the processing facility is expected to begin right after.

Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Investor looking at processing facility at Black Bush Polder

8

sell peppers, you get the price for peppers. If you were able to
process the peppers into pepper sauce, or spices, or condiments,
and package it nicely, you’ll get a better price for it. Similarly,
fruits. Fresh fruits are good, but they have a limited shelf life.
We, as a government, believe very strongly that we must be at
a point where we’re able to produce not just fresh fruits and
vegetables, not just primary agricultural outputs, but also valueadded production.”
Singh noted the government was open to working with any
private sector individual willing to get into the agro-processing
line of activity.
“We are already at an advanced stage of conversation with
potential investors in a processing plant. They have an interest
in setting up such a plant in Mibicuri to engage in value-added
processing of primary produce like cash crops, into nicely processed and packaged products for which you’ll get better prices,”
he said.
Mustapha told residents that in addition to the processing
facility, the agriculture ministry will be constructing a packaging facility to assist farmers and agro-processors with properly
packaging their produce.
Said Mustapha: “In our 2021 budget, allocations were made
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Get ready for ChutneyFest’s 2021 festival of music & dance

C

hutneyFest will be presenting its eighth annual IndoCaribbean festival with a two-day virtual program of
music, culture, dances and much more on Saturday,
July 24 and Sunday July 25. The festival has traditionally been a
one-day affair, but has now been elevated into a two-day event
with much more music, dances, energy and cultural exposé.
Chutney music is immensely popular in Trinidad and
Tobago, Guyana, Suriname, Fiji, Mauritius, and South Africa.
It is based on Bhojpuri music in India from where most Indian
immigrants to the Caribbean originated, and is influenced by
other genres, such as calypso, soca, and Bollywood.
ChutneyFest is an annual celebration of Indo-Caribbean
culture drawing audiences from across the City of Brampton,
the Greater Toronto Area, Ontario in general, as well as
visitors from abroad. One of ChutneyFest’s strengths has
been its ability to bring together not only the Indo-Caribbean
community, but also communities and cultures from across the
spectrum.
ChutneyFest has been a unifying force that celebrates
diversity and inclusion and caters to families with
intergenerational and community connections.
Now in its eighth year, ChutneyFest is quickly becoming a
staple for the city of Brampton, and the only cultural event of
its kind in Canada with Indo-Caribbean roots.
With restrictions on social gatherings imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic, ChutneyFest will this year be streamed
virtually reaching audiences across the US, the Caribbean,
India, South America, Holland, and England.
One of the biggest attractions to ChutneyFest is the calibre
of artists drawn from not only the Brampton area and across
North America, but also from around the world. This year,
ChutneyFest will be the first to showcase the different musical
styles of chutney music played by bands from Trinidad,
Guyana, Suriname, Holland and, of course, Toronto. They will
be showcasing top dancers, instrumentalists, and a lot of the
cultural history of the Indo-Caribbean people.
In store is a stellar lineup of well-known Chutney Soca
artists and performers. Among the dancers are: Footstep
Diamond Dancers, Diaina Boodram, STCC Dance Academy,
Footsteps Firecrackers, Naya Masala Dancers (from Trinidad),
Footsteps Dance School, IND Dance, Ash Dance, Footsteps

Stephen Nanan, President of ChutneyFest
Sisters, Divinity Dream Team, Divinity Dancers, Hailey
Mohan, SA Squared, and the Tropicana Queens.
They will be complemented by an array of top musicians
that include: New Image, GTA United, Toronto All Stars,
Mississauga Tassa Kings, Sawan Kanota, LoveSound, Jamil
Premji Violin, D-Generation Tassa from Trinidad, Neil
Surujdeo, Karam Persaud, The Band Destiny (Toronto), Shakti
Strings Band (Guyana), Freestyle Band (Suriname), Drumzey

Entertainment (Trinidad), and SR Music (Holland).
One of the popular attractions is the ChutneyFest
Championship competition. This one-of-a-kind singing
tournament showcases Indo-Caribbean talents from Toronto
competing for the ChutneyFest Championship Title and other
prizes.
This year’s hopeful contestants would include: Connector,
Randy B, Queen Yasmin, Yangki Tiny Beti, Malibu, Navin
Yankaran, John Sankar, TriniStyles, Kishen, and Yax Vaidya.
To top it off will be the live headlining performances by some
of the most popular Chutney artists including: Master Saleem,
Reshma Ramlal, Navin Prabhoo, Dubraj Persad, Vicadi Singh,
Rajesh Sylvester, Nigel Gobin, Tony Cuttz, Shrija S, and
Sandesh Sewdien.
The emcees guiding ChutneyFest’s virtual audience through
the two-night program will be MC Nadzzz, Curtis B, Vashtie
Doorga, Ivana Gobin, Sudhier Nannan, and DJ Angel. With
their expertise, they will create the perfect atmosphere for
those not so familiar with Chutney music, and prepare the
ground for those ready to put on their dancing shoes.
ChutneyFest’s success in developing programs and
promoting artists has been prompted by its team of dedicated
members who are committed to keeping the Indo-Caribbean
culture alive.
Under the leadership of its President Stephenson Nanan,
ChutneyFest continues to be a huge supporter and unifier
of the Indo-Caribbean community with special focus on the
youth. Nanan says he takes pleasure in being able to promote
and showcase the talent of this community.
The ChutneyFest team is very thankful to all their
supporters, especially the City of Brampton which has been a
key promoter of the event for several years.
Some of the other sponsors for this year's program are:
OLG, Century 21 (Nigel Mohan), Airway CPAP, Taj92.3FM,
Trishul Radio, Can-Carib, Durham Citizen, TV6, Accutec,
Radica’s Hot & Spicy, Indo-Caribbean World, CanAmex, Long
& Mcquade, Just On Time, Astra Medispa, and iPro Realty
(Muneeb Ahmed Sued).
For more information on the upcoming ChutneyFest
program, check them out on Facebook, Instagram at
ChutneyFest, or visit their website at http://chutneyfest.com.
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Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff
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Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
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$130
$130
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Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

We also deliver empty barrels!

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels
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- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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DIASPORIC PROFILE

Knee-deep in Caribana, a Maracas ‘dip’ with Selwyn & Aneesa
By Martin Latchana
rumshops, scented (hopefully) with vintage spirits. A visit to
had not gulped down salty sea water since my teen years,
hectic Penal for its commerce in the tasty snack, doubles; then,
but did so in February 2000 at Trinidad’s famed Maracas
in the language of Trinidad, “endless fetes”: there were the
beach. It was an unintended dunking, the inadvertent
Moka Fete, the Petrotrin Fete, and Carnival in its fulness and
sea bath courtesy Selwyn Baboolal and his mischievous
splendour in north in Port-of-Spain, and then in the southern
nephews, who are now well-established doctors. Selwyn is
city of San Fernando.
quite observant, and had noted my
We partied with religious zeal;
hesitancy at the water’s edge during a
then Lent came along, and we
previous trip to Cuba.
visited four of the Presbyterian-run
I have known Selwyn, and his
Naparima colleges.
wife, Aneesa Oumarally, since April
Selwyn grew up in Barrackpore;
1998. We met when the Caribbean
he recalls making the daily
Education Organisation of Canada
45-minutes pilgrimage to Naparima
planned a joint event with the
Boys School in San Fernando. He
Naparima Alumni Association of
finished high school in Toronto’s
Canada. Way back in 1998, Selwyn
west end. After graduating from the
was already an established lawyer,
University of Toronto, he attended
a partner with Ramjass, Sagara,
the University of Windsor’s Law
& Baboolal, based in North York.
School, and was called to the Ontario
Today, Selwyn and Aneesa remain
Bar in 1994.
active in the Caribbean community,
Selwyn has taken a very active role
and are on the team of the successful
in the Naparima Alumni Association
OB Law Professional Corporation in
of Canada, serving as its President.
Mississauga.
Aneesa was nurtured in
If Aneesa’s last name resonates,
multicultural and diverse San
it is because of its lineage with the
Fernando. She attended St Gabriel’s
well-known Dr Unus Omarali (now
Girls RC School in Trinidad, and
Selwyn Baboolal & Aneesa Oumarally
deceased). Dr Omarali is fondly
finished high school in Scarborough.
recalled for his community work, along with his compassion as Graduating from York University, followed by Law School at
a medical practitioner. He was brother to Aneesa’s dad, Bobby.
the University of Windsor, she was called to the Ontario Bar in
Aneesa and Selwyn met at Ramjass, Sagara, & Baboolal. I
2001. She obtained an MBA from the University of Toronto a
attended their wedding in 1997, and met Selwyn’s siblings (two few years ago.
now deceased); and his mom Sanicharie, who passed away two
I spent some time at the Oumarallys in San Fernando in
years ago at almost 90, and shares the same first name with my February 2000. This time around, while it was not a Maracas
paternal grandmother. I also met Aneesa’s dad, mom Lazeena,
“dip”, I thoroughly soaked-in the hustle and bustle of Cipero
and her two brothers.
Street. On Carnival Monday morning, shadowy, devilish
Flashback to the whirlwind five days’ visit to Trinidad in
figures daubed in mud made a hellish ruckus, rhythmically
February 2000 accompanying Selwyn and Aneesa. It was a
beating improvised vessels, roaming the streets in the daybreak
deeper, richer insertion (far deeper than the Maracas dip), and event, J’Ouvert.
an exploration of Trinidad beyond the touristy and predictable
Aneesa’s community work here in Toronto took her into the
paths. There was the flash of blades in the tropical sunshine
leadership of our premier summer festival, Caribana, in August
from cane cutters in the fields in Barrackpore; visits to humid
2019. She was hired as the Festival Management Committee’s

I
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(owner and producer of the Toronto Caribbean Carnival)
as Chief Executive Officer. As Chair of the Governance
Committee of the FMC, she was responsible for providing
oversight for the festival.
Back to that pivotal year 2000. From being a passive
onlooker, standing at the edge of the surf, so to speak, at what
was then Caribana, I took the dive and joined Selwyn and
Aneesa in long-established mas’ band ‘Prem Ramsahai and
Associates’. I swam in this carnival current as a marshal and
band photographer until the band leaders retired.
I was knee-deep in Caribana years later, yet again courtesy
Selwyn and Aneesa, this time joining the Xpats Section of
Louis Saldenah’s Band in a similar role.
It amazes me that I keep stumbling upon diasporic nodes.
A few weeks ago, I gathered from Selwyn that dad Bhola
Baboolal was born in Grenada. Right away, I recalled meeting
an Indo-Afro woman with the name Bhola, originally from
Grenada, who was travelling with Trinidadian friends from
Southwestern Ontario, when our group was in Cuba in 1999.
It seems Selwyn, Aneesa, and I are connected by water. They
have not forgotten their amusement at how underwhelmed I
was when introduced to the expansive vista that is the trickle
constituting one of Trinidad’s major waterways, the Caroni
River. Keep in mind my origins in Guyana, and the palm of a
hand shading my eyes as I gaze across the 32-kilometre, bankto-bank width of the Essequibo River.
On that same note on the fluidity of recall, and the great
times we shared together, Selwyn and Aneesa still tease me
about the 1999 Cuban sojourn, where I would not venture
across a small stream (perhaps almost similar with the
Caroni River). The crossing was precarious and required
great multi-tasking, with me having to keep my balance while
simultaneously walking across a tree trunk for a bridge. I was
eventually helped across by a guide. We had taken a Russian
limousine (read, ex-army truck) into the mountains of Cuba.
When teased with that recall, I remind them about a fellow
Canadian, quite an unfriendly man, who chose to cross the
stream and consequently injured his foot on the rocks. He
arrived at the airport for our return trip home in a wheelchair
that was being pushed by a solemn airport attendant.
Selwyn and Aneesa are parents to two children, Omar
Zachary, and Maya Zoe, who are now in university.
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

Mention this
ad & get a
FREE GIFT with
any purchase

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO JULY 20, 2021
GUYANA PRAWNS
HEADLESS

$599 lb
FRESHLY FROZEN
KATAHAR/CHATAIGNE

FRESHLY FROZEN
WHOLE GREY SNAPPER

$599 LB
CLEANED • SCALED • GUTTED

MUSCOVY DUCK

WHOLE FROZEN
MUTTON LEG

Low Price

$599 lb

PARIKA BANANAS

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

RADHA KRISHNA GHEE

$179 lb

$799 Lge bag

$799 4lb tin

SMOKED FISH

SNAPPER FISH
ROE (EGGS)

INDI CURRY POWDER

LARGE CARDBOARD
BARRELS

$599 lb

$399 lb

$899 Lge bag

$1500

Low Price
(Weekly from Guyana)

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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DIASPORIC WRITINGS

Ask Jay...

Unity: ‘One pinta don’t make broom’

U

nity is described as ‘oneness’ being
formed of parts that constitute a
whole, due to inter-connection and
coherence of parts.
Unite, agree, cooperate, become one, combine, amalgamate. Unity is the quality or state
of not being multiple. It is a condition of harmony, accord, singleness, the state of being
joined together, or in agreement,
threatened when members will
Vidur
not compromise.
Dindayal
It is a social tool, an instrument to bring together, strengthen, pool resources, strength to
achieve more force to accomplish an objective.
United we stand divided we fall. United we are
more strong and more effective.
An old Guyana saying is, “One pinta don’t
make broom”. Pinta is the stiff rib in the centre
of each coconut tree leaf. It is used to make a
broom. By itself it is just a thin stick. Assemble
lots of sticks, and tie them together, and it will
make a broom. Like a brush made up of several
hairs. One hair is useless by itself, but a few
together make a brush.
Successful leaders can unite people to give
strength, and power to achieve goals. The
image is that of a rigid structure, buttressed by
other structures on all its sides. This makes it
strong to withstand strong wind or any force
and remain intact.
Years ago, in India, Mrs Indira Gandhi, then
not in politics, as Patron of our student organisation used to visit us and have conversations.
She said one of the skills of Mahatma Gandhi
was he could get people of opposing views to
work together. He would get them to channel
their strength where needed towards the common goal of freedom for India. He united these
disparate strengths under a single banner.
Unity: Good & Bad: Unity is always a desirable social state of being, but that in itself does
not make it good for society. It can be antisocial, even criminal. For example, the Nazis
were a strong, virtually impregnable united
force that perpetrated many of the horrors of
the World War II, one of which was the holocaust and the deaths of millions of Jews. We
know of other similar horrors in the world.
One of the tools used to boost the power
of evil doers was unity. The leaders were just
one, or a handful of people, who by themselves
could not carry out their evil; but they managed to unite many others behind them to do
their evil deeds.
In many walks of life, the strength and
power of unity are employed to achieve objectives, in political parties, in trade unions, in
business, in friendly societies, and so on.
Unity can even be seen as a double-edged
sword. On the one hand it gives strength and
power to achieve goals. However, on the other
hand, its strength and power can be used for
the most unthinkable evil goals. Sometimes
an organisation can start with good intentions,
and change to awfully bad ones.
What this points to is the need to be fully
aware of this possibility, and to ensure there are
checks and balances to keep the actions socially
good and healthy, and for the good of society.
Unity is a social tool to achieve common
objectives. In itself, it is a state that is not necessarily and absolutely a hamper of goodies, or a
harbinger of benevolence. For unity to achieve
socially desirable and healthy goals, it must
have those goals boldly established in its CV.
Unity & Diversity: We as people are not
sheep. We each have our own views about
things. We differ in many ways, and our differences are not necessarily reflected in the organisation we are a part of. Differences militate
against desire for unity. At best, the differences
are voluntarily suppressed in order to achieve
unity. We compromise, and make adjustments
to reach agreement.
The approach taken to achieving unity in
a situation where there are many differences
is to concentrate on those objectives where
there is common agreement, give or take a few
reservations.
There is acceptance that where there are

strong differences, those matters are not swept
under the carpet, but openly accepted as a footnote to the overall unity. This is what we mean
by unity in diversity.
Perhaps the job of a leader, or the responsibility of mature members of organisations,
is to strengthen those aspects where there are
common ground. Also, to address differences
maturely in order that the differences are recognised, respected,
and even valued through incorporation in order to enrich the
whole, united structure. The
word that encompasses this
approach is ‘inclusivity’.
In the expansive landscape of life, of many
millennia, despite serious conflicts, wars, and
destruction in between, one of many ways we
can measure progress of humankind is how
we are able to unite; by the way we are able to
adjust to and accommodate differences among
nations, races, religions, cultures, and so on,
and to achieve unity.
We can judge this by yardsticks in social values across the world, such as equality, human
rights, the existence of United Nation bodies, sanitary standards, commercial practices,
health, and other issues.
Unity, and the lessening of differences, is
an ongoing process. There is never going to be
perfect unity. That will never be. ‘Differences’
is what life is. But progress towards unity is
evident when we compare what we know of the
disparities in life of long ago to life today.
I think we can look forward with confidence
that we would be living in a more united world
in future. I think the differences of today,
which lead to conflict and destruction, will be
fewer and in time, as grown-ups, we will learn
to live better with differences and be more
united.
The so-called ideal of perfect unity is not
natural. We are blessed to be part of, and contributors to, the rich tapestry of life of Unity in
Diversity.
Tomorrow: We are at the cusp of a significant shift in our life, socially. Unity for us
as human beings across differences of race,
faith, culture, occupation among others is now
universally striven for compared to yesteryear,
when our focus was mainly unity within groups
of which we were members, be it family, faith,
ethnicity, class, or occupation, among others.
Unity for social cohesion and harmony and
across a wide spectrum of differences is of value
and desirable. That unity is possible through a
common factor which brings people together.
This factor is our humanity, our basic needs as
human beings, regardless of differences.
The sense of community is a social gold
standard that elevates us from the basics of
making ends meet. It is a better quality of living with the joys of togetherness, caring and
sharing, and mutual support. This is what we
as social beings are best at.
In the early stages of the pandemic, in
the UK, we were united, in clapping for our
National Health Service, on one evening a week,
in every street, town and village, throughout
the country. That unity boosted morale, and
our spirits to cope with the dreadful Covid-19.
In social housing, residents are encouraged
to meet and share in communal activities.
These all bring people together, uniting to
bringing a smile to their life.
Unity through its benefits is a value that
needs to be recognised, promoted, and worked
for. In this regard, for the health of society, it
ought to be an important part of the curriculum of schools.
Schools and educationists have a huge
responsibility in equipping our young to attain
better quality in their life as future leaders and
elders of tomorrow. The goals in education
should include, if not so already, shaping the
values and make up of communities, by promoting and fostering harmony, and valuing
our differences and strengths. The prize would
be, achieving greater unity among its members,
and attaining an ever-improving better overall
quality of life.
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Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

The Lure of the Cottage

H

ave you ever made a trip up to cottage country with tall trees,
clean air, and pristine lakes? John and May spent a weekend at
their friend’s cottage and impulsively bought their own a few doors
down. Weekends would be fun with fishing, family, fresh air, and friends!
John and May carry good jobs and can afford the luxury of owning a cottage. Since cottages are considered a second property, the banks require
20 percent down payment and qualify buyers based on income. John and
May did not budget for utilities, maintenance, property tax, septic tank
cleaning, and garbage dumping fees, or for motor fuel and the cost of
entertaining friends. Owning a cottage can cost anywhere from $1,000
to $2,000 every month. The lure of the cottage can be expensive, and
requires careful planning.
Rent in the area at different times in the summer before you buy. Boat
traffic, water level, and the social scenery can influence your decision.
Get pre-approved and work out your budget before you purchase. Would
it affect other activities, such as your winter vacations? Are you getting
your down payment from your current home? What would the monthly
cost be? The distance to and from cottage country could be daunting,
considering stop and go traffic on a Friday night, and crawling back on
Sunday evening. Use a local realtor, or one that owns a cottage in the
area.
A good realtor is resourceful and can point you in the right direction
when it comes to issues such as water exclusivity, hunting laws, and road
accessibility, especially in the winter. It is best to buy in early spring, winter, or late fall when prices are lower. Cottages on the lakefront are more
expensive, but when you plan to sell, you will make a handsome profit.
If you are buying a waterfront property, the size of the lake matters. Big
lakes fetch higher prices in comparison to smaller lakes or river cottages.
Identify your primary use before purchase. Is it for family weekends or
for retirement? Easy access to amenities such as grocery and hospital is
important if it is for retirement. Make your purchase subject to financing
and inspection.
Choose an inspector who knows cottage country, and make sure to be
present at the inspection. Start at the shoreline if it is waterfront. Is the
shoreline deep, rocky, muddy, or sandy? Is the water source from the
lake, a well, or rain barrels? Lake and well water should be tested for pollutants. Is the toilet on a septic system or a compost? Where is the well
in relation to the septic? The last thing you want is to discover when you
move in that the sewage is leaching into the well. Check the age of the
sewage system and look for wet spots. It should be away from tree roots
as well. Attics should be checked for bat colonies, pests, and raccoons.
Visit the local city hall and inquire about the by-laws for the area. Just
imagine you are casting your fishing rod and your neighbour stops by to
inform you that fishing is illegal there.
A cottage that is well-maintained will cost a higher price, but is worth it
in the long term. You don’t want to spend your weekends with chainsaws
and drills unless you are building your Muskoka chair. Plan your summer
activities ahead and consider renting your cottage out when it is empty for
extra income. A property manager will take between ten to 20 percent of
the income, but it is worth it. A cottage with year-round road accessibility,
winterised and close to amenities is more favourable by the banks and
has a higher income.
Jay Brijpaul

LAW OFFICE
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•
•
•
•
•

Chet Sharma

Immigration Law
B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law
Notarisations, Affidavits
Power of Attorney, Wills
OFFICE

416-285-1550

Emergency:

416-284-9191

By Appointment Only

150 Lawson Road, Toronto, ON M1C 2J4
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Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1

ANIL

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
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Dir: 416-505-9583
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Councilwoman Adrienne Adams with Indo-Caribbean
World’s correspondent, Dr Dhanpaul Narine

Pandit Ramlall gets his WAY!
Lakshmee Singh and Patricia Jordon-Langford are
all smiles at the co-naming

Nivedita Balgobin and Pandit Santram Dukhbanjan
head to Liberty Avenue

Indian Diaspora Council & Committee
Chair Ashook Ramsaran welcomes all

I

t was a beautiful day, with a cloudless sky. The weather
was set fair for a co-naming and this is what happened in
Queens, New York. Dharamacharya Pandit Ramlall was
a man of many parts. He was born in the Corentyne area of
Guyana were he was to spread the teachings of the Arya Samaj
for many years. He taught at Tagore Memorial School before
migrating to the US. He founded the Arya Spiritual Center, the
Phagwah Parade, Diwali Parade, the Arya Vir Dal, and other
events. In 2005, he approached this author with the idea of
having ‘The International Ramayana Conference’ in New York.
The Conference was held at York College, CUNY, and attracted
participants from all over the world.
During the 1960s, he campaigned for an independent
Guyana, and was jailed by the British at Silbey Hall, along with
Dr Cheddi Jagan, and others.
Pandit Ramlall left us for his heavenly abode three years ago.
It is fitting that his memory should live on, and it was decided
that a street should be co-named in New York to honour his
legacy.
Councilwoman Adrienne Adams piloted the legislation in
the New York City Council to have the co-naming approved.
Hundreds came out in the bright sunshine to listen to the tassa,
the speeches, and to hug and greet each other in the name of
Dharamacharya Pandit Ramlall. He is gone, but his legacy will
live on forever. (Photos: Dhanpaul Narine)

Pandit Bharat Singh & Pandit Chunelall Narine pray
before unveiling 'Pandit Ramlall Way'

Acharya Arun Gossai says a prayer before the string
is pulled to rename the street

The procession to the co-naming site leaves to the accompaniment of
rhythmic tassa drumming

Members of the tassa group pose with officials at the Arya Spiritual Center
Ground in NY co-naming event
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Urvashee Kissoon performed a
magnificent classical dance item

Members and officials stand at the renaming site at Liberty Avenue during the
Pandit Ramlall Way co-naming event
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Farewell, Dharamacharya Pandit Ramlall: You are just a corner away
By Dhanpaul Narine
You also led the Diwali Parade, Arya Vir Dal, the Multi-Kund
he clouds parted and you entered the world, as radiant
Havan, and Ramayana in the Park discourses that bring the
as the morning sun. You were an orphan but you rose
community together.
to become a pillar in your community. You walked
In 2005, this writer received a call from you. You asked,
the length of Berbice, in Guyana, and brought the message
“Why don’t we host the International Ramayana Conference?”
of the Arya Samaj to the flock. You worked closely with Pt
The Conference took place at York College, in New York, and
Usharbudh Arya, and others, but you were not confined to
attracted people from all over the world. Your leadership,
dogma. You built bridges, talked about the universality of
and ability to work with different opinions, were the key to
religions, and practiced love and compassion for all.
its success. Lord Rama is pleased, and holds you close to His
Soon, you were teaching Hindi
bosom.
at Tagore Memorial; your students
In recent years, there were health
remember you as a warm and excellent
issues, but you insisted to be present at
teacher. But they also say that you were
gatherings. It did not matter whether
concerned about the welfare of your
it was with a walking stick, or in a
country. It was the 1960s, and your
wheelchair: you were there to lend
meeting with Dr Cheddi Jagan was a
support, and to offer words of hope and
turning point. Cheddi infused in you
comfort. In recognition of your service,
the desire to fight for Guyana, and to
they gave you plaques, trophies, and
fashion a society that was devoid of class
medals. But action was your duty, and
or colour. The British jailed Dr Jagan,
rewards the least of your concerns.
and you were with him at Sibley Hall. But
Time ticks. The sun fades, and the
prison did not break your spirit. In fact,
final overs are about to be bowled. You
it reinvigorated you to continue the fight.
summon the flock one last time. You
Guyana achieved Independence, and
smile and tell them to bear no grudge,
your missionary work touched many
to forgive, to love, and to serve selflessly.
lives. You traveled the world preaching
The sun has now set, and the power and
the gospel of peace and love. From
the glory attend the rites. Our Super
the Caribbean, to India, Europe, and
Hero is neither here nor there. You are a
North America, you were a favorite at
thousand winds afar, smiling with joy.
Pandit Ramlall
conferences, seminars, and workshops.
Remember when you waved to the
But it was in New York that you were chosen to build temples,
children at the Parade? They are waiting for you and you won’t
and to establish institutions.
be late. You are just around the corner. There are new thoughts
The devotees worshipped in your basement, and as you
and balloons dance in the air.
walked up the hill, the soul of a synagogue intertwined with
So, rest my friend, it is only an interval. The clouds part
yours; you knew that you must acquire the building for the
again. We turn into the park as you wave from your open-top
Arya Samaj community. The person that serves, without
car. The stage is set; the confetti and powder, music, and the
expecting anything in return, has his prayers answered.
sea of faces, blend in the sunshine.
Generosity poured in from everywhere, and the temple on the
You turn to Ramesh Kalicharran, Dr Cheddi Jagan, Inder
hill, the Arya Spiritual Center, stands as a testimony to your
Singh, and Usharbudh, and Rabindra Thakoor, and countless
vision. But there is more.
others, and point down to Little Guyana Avenue. The band
Thirty-one years ago, you sat with others, and planned the
plays and children hold hands and sing. You are happy. We
first Phagwah Parade. The handful of persons grew, and today
try to find the right words for farewell, but you laugh and say,
the Parade is the biggest street festival in Queens, New York.
“Don’t worry, we’ll meet at Pandit Ramlall Way!”

T

Naro Balli, Pandit Chunelall Narine, and Pandit
Ganeshwar Ramsahai with 'Pandit Ramlall Way’

The procession leaves for Liberty Avenue
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AUTHORS' CORNER

Mohammed wins CSA literary award

T

he Hindu Women’s Organisation of Trinidad and
founding moments and ongoing debates in gender and
Tobago has congratulated retired University of the
feminist theory; she marks out thematic shifts in academia
West Indies Professor Emerita Patricia Mohammed on
and activism, including the area of masculinity, that inform
receiving the Barbara T. Christian Literary Award for her book, feminist political strategy in the region.”
Writing Gender into the Caribbean: Selected Essays 1988 to
Khan also notes that Mohammed’s collection juxtaposes
2020, the Trinidad Express reported last week.
theoretical ideas with empirical flows of data. It is this strategic
This literary award was established in 2001 by the
arrangement that allows the reader to see the past and future
Caribbean Studies Association to honour the memory of
as synonymous happenings, as temporal movements that rely
distinguished Caribbean-American
on each other.
Black feminist and womanist theorist
“Demonstrating a disciplinary
Dr Barbara T. Christian. It celebrates
promiscuity that is the cornerstone
Christian’s intellectual legacy, and is
of her gender scholarship, the
awarded to the best book published
essays move between historical,
within the most recent three-year
biographical, popular culture
period that explicitly and innovatively
and visual lens, revealing an
examines topics of race, gender,
intersectional analysis that is central
sexuality, class, and intersectionality.
to understanding of this region and
Mohammed is a retired professor
to the current global condition,”
of Gender and Cultural Studies and
Khan says.
Campus Co-ordinator, School of
The text also establishes a
Graduate Studies and Research at
chronology that is faithful to the
UWI’s St Augustine campus. She also
evolving theoretical concepts and
headed the Institute for Gender and
ideas in the field of gender and
Development Studies several times
development studies, Khan declares.
between 1994 and 2002.
At the same time, it also demonstrates
In its congratulatory message to
that collaborative affinities across
Mohammed, the HWO noted her
shared, yet different histories, remain
“prolific writings” span more than
the backbone of the ongoing feminist
four decades, and that it continues
project of reconstructing knowledge.
“to invoke a shifting consciousness
“In the face of narratives that cast
Patricia Mohammed
among Indo-Caribbean women as
shadows on the value of evolutionary
they carve new pathways in their quest for urgency”.
progress, Mohammed encourages us to take pause and
As HWO’s vice-president Brenda Gopeesingh noted,
recognise how far gender scholars and feminists have come
Mohammed’s “pioneering work is widely acclaimed, as she
in leaving the world more gender equitable than we found it.”
is credited with being among those who first created a body
Khan declares.
of scholarship which could later be named Indo-Caribbean
She also notes, “Spanning four decades, this collection takes
feminist thought, along with other feminist academics such as
us on a journey of exploration whose compass is feminist
Rawwida Baksh, Rhoda Reddock, Rosanne Kanhai, Gaietry
thought, and whose goal is a better understanding of the
Pargass, and others”.
centrality of gender roles and relations in Caribbean society.
The HWO statement added: “With one of its objectives
Interdisciplinary perspectives, from history to sociology to
being to investigate problems facing the Hindu woman and
art criticism, intersect in these essays, and diverse sources
proposing solutions, the HWO relies heavily on scholastic
of inspiration, from song to film to oral traditions, inspire
research such as that of Professor Mohammed in adopting
Mohammed’s analyses of gender politics and the imaginaries
solutions which could lead to the transformation of those
that represent them.”
cultural and religious practices that restrict women from
Finally, Khan tells us, “This assemblage offers us an
pursuing their advancement and aspirations.”
important and exciting intellectual history by one of the
Also, as Aisha Khan, Professor of Anthropology, New
region’s foremost scholar-activists.”
York University noted of the text, Mohammed celebrates
Professor Jane Parpart, Global Governance and Human
the “revolutionary act of imprinting gender into Caribbean
Security, at University of Massachusetts, Boston, adds:
thought” by bringing together decades worth of her critical
“Mohammed has produced a powerful analysis of Angloessays that have influenced directions in feminism, and in
Caribbean feminist thinking drawing on four decades
social thinking.
of feminist activism and scholarship. Selecting from her
As Khan states, “A primary player in an ever-evolving
published and unpublished essays over the years, this book
Caribbean gender discourse for over four decades, Mohammed highlights the importance of revisiting past scholarship,
has produced an interdisciplinary manifesto that establishes
demonstrating how rethinking past work is important for all

of us who struggle with new and old thoughts as we continue
contributing to future gender scholarship, debate and policymaking.”
According to the book’s publisher, Hansib Publications,
Mohammed is a key thinker in Caribbean feminist theory,
a founding member (1978) of the Concerned Women for
Progress, the first second wave feminist organisation in
Trinidad, and she served as Coordinator of the First Rape
Crisis Centre in Trinidad and Tobago from 1985.
Mohammed is also the primary architect of four National
Gender Policies on Gender Equality and Equity, and one of the
pioneers in the development of gender studies at tertiary level
in the Anglophone Caribbean.
She also served as first Head of the Mona Campus Institute
for Gender and Development Studies at UWI, Jamaica, before
returning to Trinidad, where she ended her academic career at
UWI’s St Augustine campus as the first appointed Director of
Graduate Studies and Research.
Her international exposure includes Visiting Professor at
State University of New York at Albany in 2007, and short
fellowships or teaching stints at the University of Namibia,
Windhoek; Emory University, Atlanta; the University of
California, Berkeley; Rutgers University, New Jersey; and
Warwick University in the UK.
Among her publications are Gender in Caribbean
Development (Ed), 1988, Rethinking Caribbean Difference
(Ed), Feminist Review, Routledge Journals, 1998, and Gender
Negotiations among Indians in Trinidad, 1917-1947, Palgrave
UK and The Hague, 2001. Imaging the Caribbean: Culture
and Visual Translation, Macmillan UK, 2009, and a series of
documentary films, including the award-winning Coolie Pink
and Green (2009), and City on a Hill (2015), add a cultural
studies lens of filmmaking and visual iconography to her
oeuvre.

Here’s to those among us with sweet touches of the soul

M

ário de Andrade (1893-1945), poet, novelist,
essayist, and musicologist was one of the founders
of Brazilian modernism. He wrote a beautiful poem
entitled ‘My Soul Has a Hat’, capturing the essence of life and
death. He wrote, “I counted my years and realised that I have
less time to live by than I have lived so far.” From my own
perspective, I have always thought of living rather than dying.
I was once young, forever young, it seemed, but now it is
different, and youth gave way to age, and I count the years.
De Andrade talks about the sweetness
of life like a pack of candies that suddenly
seems to be running out, and you have little
Bernard
time left to enjoy all their sweetness. I think
Heydorn
sweetness is going out of my life. My dance
steps are not as spritely or as fluid as before.
I tire more easily. I don’t bend down as low.
My movements are guided mainly by motor
memory. My karate practise has been shelved, and my running
sprints are less frequent.
De Andrade continues, “I want to live next to humans,
realistic people who laugh at their mistakes and who take
responsibility for their actions. In this way, human dignity is
defended and we live in truth and honesty.” As I look around
at our world today, it seems that the opposite is at play. Politics
is as low as it can go. Big business gets bigger and seems to
thrive more on crookedness, rather than honesty. Truth has
gone out the window. Lies are the new currency, and few take
responsibility for their actions.
We see that in the debate about the treatment of First
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more valuable than a long line of lies. Who will speak for the
Nations, Inuit, and Metis peoples, here in Canada, Church
dead, find the unmarked graves, tell the story of the innocents
and State are blaming each other for the colonial violence and
who died without living?
cultural genocide of the above groups over the centuries. “Let
De Andrade summed it up well, when he said, “I want
bygones be bygones” the powers that be are saying. “Things
to surround myself with people, who through strokes of life
will blow over in time.”
have grown with sweet touches of the soul.” I think of my
Will the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
parents now departed, relatives, dear friends, and
truth ever come to light? Will there be
companions from the past who have slipped off
compensation? Will there be forgiveness?
the planet, whom I didn’t see for many years, and
From the conquered Aztecs and the
never had the chance to say goodbye to. I always
Spanish conquering
thought we would grow old together in our
Conquistadores in the
homeland.
15th century, to modern
Many left Guyana after the civil disturbances
dictatorships, we
there, leading up to Independence in 1966 and
have seen groups and
afterwards. Some were firebombed in their sleep!
civilisations decimated.
Others fled to countries abroad to Canada, like
Through slavery,
I did, to make a new life. They live on in my
colonialism, and power
memory and in my soul, in nostalgia, in sweet
grabs, weaker groups have been overrun
sadness and backward glances.
and wiped out, some aided and abetted by
De Andrade says, “I’m in a hurry to live with
“religion”. Might is right!
the intensity that only maturity can give. My goal
De Andrade says, “I have no time for
Mário de Andrade
is to reach the end satisfied and at peace with
endless meetings where rules, procedures,
my loved ones and my conscience. We have two lives and the
and regulations are discussed knowing that nothing will be
second begins when you realise you only have one!”
done. I no longer have the patience to stand absurd people
There are some among us, like myself, who believe that
who despite their age have not grown up. I want the essence.”
we have a third eternal life. Who is left to carry the torch?
Does this sound familiar? It is called “the merry go round”.
Ironically, I was born the same year that De Andrade died.
I too am looking for the essence of things: Where’s the
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking
beef? Do not try to baffle me with BS, conspiracy theories,
to you.
propaganda, and the like. A few words of wisdom are much
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Building a Deck: What You Need To Know
DESIGN &
CONSTRUCTION

infractions lies with the homeowner.

D

id you know, depending on
where you live in Ontario
deck construction involves a
building permit. In Ontario, you
will be required to obtain a permit
when your deck is more than 60
cm (24 inches) above ground,
attached to the house, more than
100 square feet, changing existing
deck footprint, or adding a roof to
your the deck. When your deck is
60 cm (24 inches) above ground,
there are some additional rules
that you must adhere to before
and during construction. These rules are designed to ensure
the safety of everyone who uses the deck. In situations where
building permits are not required for decks, the zoning provisions
which are applicable to your property must be maintained.

ZONING ORDINANCES

I

n general, zoning will limit the overall size of your deck, height
of any privacy screens, and the minimum distance from your
deck to your lot lines.

THE NEED FOR BUILDING PERMITS

HOW TO OBTAIN A
BUILDING PERMIT

T

o have your application for a
building permit approved soon
after it has been submitted, it is
important that you provide the
municipality with all the necessary
documents at the beginning of the
process. For instance, you must
provide the building department with
comprehensive drawings of the deck,
and the location where exactly it will
be attached to your home. The plans’
examiner of the application may also
want to know the distances between
your deck and your property lines, which is why it is essential
to provide the plans’ examiner with scale measurements of your
deck. Consider speaking to an architect or a qualified designer if
you are unsure of how to create a drawing of the deck that meets
local building standards. These professionals will assist you in
obtaining a building permit for your deck. They will work closely
with you to design and build the functional outdoor space, by
taking into careful consideration your taste, budget, and other
project influences, in addition to providing the required technical
design drawings.

nder the Ontario Building Code Act, a building permit for
your deck will help protect you, your home, and investment
by ensuring that your deck is structurally sound and follows the
Ontario Building
Code,
municipal
zoning, and other
applicable laws. If
a building permit
is required for your
deck, the project
must comply to
the standards that
are set by the city
and the Province
of Ontario. If you
do not follow these
standards, it is possible that you would face certain penalties.
These penalties could be assessed now, or when you attempt to
sell your home in the future.

U

HIRING A CONTRACTOR

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
OBTAINING A BUILDING PERMIT?

FINAL THOUGHTS ON OBTAINING
A PERMIT

F

or both building and safety regulations, it is important to
obtain a permit before building a deck. It is the homeowner’s
responsibility, and not that of the contractor to have a valid building
permit for any construction work done within their property.
While the contractor might get a fine or penalty for constructing
unpermitted work, the legal and financial responsibility for any

F

ind a builder with the experience and know-how to get your
job done right. Talk to several contractors, check references
and qualifications, and look at examples of their previous work.
Compare the quotes you get from each contractor to see which
of them best fits into your budget. Once you have gathered
all this information, you
are in a much better
position to find a deck
builder who will meet your
needs, and that you will
be comfortable trusting
on the job. Further, make
sure to hire a contractor
you can get along with.
Excellent work and solid
references matter little if they rub you the wrong way. If there is
a suitable alternative, choose the person you feel you can trust
the most.

W

hen you want to obtain a permit for your deck, the
approval process can take between two to three weeks to
be completed, and longer during this era of remote work. Keep
in mind that your application may run into problems if you do
not provide the necessary paperwork, which could delay the
approval process.

Allan R. Marshall is a member of the Project Management Institute
(Toronto Chapter), & holds a Bachelor of Architecture Degree (B.
Arch.) from the University of Toronto. He is a fully licensed & insured
designer with the Government of Ontario – Ministry of Municipal
Affairs & Housing. He can be reached at allan@wall-sections.com.

647.818.4028

www.wall-sections.com
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Govt says mass vaccination planned
Port-of-Spain – The government of Trinidad and Tobago he said.
is seeking to vaccinate 300,000 more people in Trinidad
The pharmacy industry is lined up to receive 2,000 vaccinaand Tobago in the “shortest time,” Health Minister Terrence tions. Also, the diabetes association is targeted to receive an
Deyalsingh said late last week. He did not indicate a specific initial 1,000 vaccines.
start or end date.
Said Deyalsingh: “We are now expanding this to include
However, to accomplish the feat, Deyalsingh said all 109 a coalition of Non-Communicable diseases. It is not just
health centres in Trinidad and Tobago will be used for inocula- restricted to NCDs, but there is a coalition of NCDs that will
tions, with six new mass vaccination sites opened, and 64 pri- bring their persons and patients to us, 5000. Manufacturing
vate doctors allowed to administer the shot
is already on the cards, and they will be
free of charge.
getting an additional 5,000. Construction
Deyalsingh also outlined a number of
an additional 10,000. Our special groups,
sectors that would be allocated vaccine doses
the persons with autism, cerebral palsy,
within the near future. These will include
the blind the deaf, the auto immune, the
Tobago, which has been allocated an addihandicapped, we have allocated based on
tional 10,000 shots, the prison population
the numbers the associations have given us,
and prison officers, the public transportation
2,000. Funeral homes, persons who work
sector, including maxi and taxi drivers.
with the deceased and are particularly vulOther sectors mentioned were the
nerable, between 100 to 500.”
Unemployment Relief Programme and
Deyalsingh said 15,000 vaccines will be Members of the South Truckers Association took to
Community-Based
Environmental
allocated to the ‘sentinel’ physicians for the Claxton Bay flyover along the Solomon Hochoy
Protection and Enhancement Programme,
distribution. He added that to facilitate the Highway late last week to protest the continuing
farmers, vendors, food service industry, and
vaccination of the sectors mentioned, six lockdown, saying the ongoing closure of the
those with special needs.
new vaccination sites will be established. construction sector was causing hardship in the
Said Deyalsingh: “We want to vacciHe also noted vaccines at these sites will industry. The government closed the sector in early
Terrence Deyalsingh
nate the prison population of about 3,000.
be distributed with the aid of the private May following a vertical spike of Covid-19 cases,
Minister Hinds and I are working together for that. National sector, including the Rotary club and Chambers of Commerce. along with a record number of deaths. The drivers
Security will get a total of about 6,000 doses, 3,000 for the prison Companies can also adopt a site, Deyalsingh said.
called on the government to reopen the sector,
population, but also their prison officers, immigration, and so
Mass vaccination sites include the Diego Martin Sporting saying it was a matter of survival. The association’s
on.”
Complex, the National Academy Performing Arts, an unnamed members also said they undertook the action as
Additionally, “We are also singling out public transportation, site in Tunapuna, the University of Trinidad and Tobago a last resort to push for the reopening of private
taxi drivers and maxi-taxi drivers, we have allocated 5,000 for Corinth campus, the Penal Power Generation facility, and the construction alongside government construction,
that: I am working with the Minister of Works and Transport for Couva Pt Lisas Chamber of Commerce building.
which reopened on July 5.
that. I am also working with the Minister of Agriculture, Lands
and Fisheries, we are donating 10,000 to everybody in the agricultural sector, farmers, vendors and fisherfolk. The Ministry of
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago’s Chief Medical Officer
Returning passengers not infected with Covid-19, but requirEducation added another 5,000 for teachers in general; and for
Dr Roshan Parasram last week detailed the requirements for ing medical attention, whether arriving by air ambulance, or
other Ministries, another 20,000.”
becoming critically ill while at quarantine site, will be allowed to
The mass inoculation program is based on Trinidad and entry into Trinidad and Tobago starting July 17.
According to Parasram, a person is considered
go to any quarantine hospital for care.
Tobago receiving vaccines in large numbers, Deyalsingh said.
Parasram said fully-vaccinated passengers will
He added, “[We] are now going to move to all 109 health to be fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving
require a PCR test 72 hours before arrival in
centres throughout Trinidad and Tobago to make access much the final dose or doses of a vaccine.
There are three categories of individuals
Trinidad and Tobago, along with proof of vaceasier; 100,000 has been allocated for that in the first instance.
cination that is WHO approved. Provision of
Other sectors, you are familiar with those we have been vac- that will be arriving in Trinidad and Tobago:
these requirements means no quarantine will be
cinating, manufacturing, supermarkets, and so on. We will now Unvaccinated individuals, nationals only, will
require a PCR test 72 hours before arrival, which
required, he said.
be expanding that.”
With regard to children travelling with a vacDeyalsingh also indicated the food and beverage industry will be validated by the airline. Immediately after
cinated parent or guardian who are returning
was being targeted to receive 20,000 vaccines. Also, janitorial arrival the national will go into State-supervised
home, the requirements are a PCR test 72 hours
staff, the people working for janitorial companies at the front quarantine for 14 days.
There will also be medical assessment withprior to arrival, and repeat of PCR tests done
lines would be receiving 5,000 shots.
between days three and five following arrival. The
“Tertiary institutions, like UWI, UTT, COSTAATT, and pri- in 24 hours of arrival, with daily monitoring
results of the tests will be sent to office of CMOH.
vate tertiary institutions, 20,000 allocated. We will be singling and a Covid-19 test done on the seventh day.
Roshan Parasram
Any unvaccinated adult traveling with a child
out the clergy of all religions: 2,000. Banks and credit unions, we Asymptomatic passengers who test negative will
would have done 2,000 for banks already; we are now expanding be allowed to go home after the 14-day quarantine period. will be required to go into State supervised quarantine. Also,
it to include credit unions 5,000. We are going to do a deeper Those who test positive will be immediately transferred into the unvaccinated children traveling without a vaccinated parent or
guardian will go into State supervised quarantine.
dive into supermarkets and distribution with another 15,000,” parallel health system.

Parasram: What nationals must do to return home

Govt readies Piarco for border re-opening

Close to 2000 CEPEP workers received a second
dose of the Sinopharm vaccine over the weekend. It
was administered three weeks after the vaccination
programme was initiated on June 12 in Port-ofSpain. The vaccines were allocated by the Ministry
of Health with assistance from the Minister of
Rural Development and Local Government, Senator
Kazim Hosein, and the Minister of Health Terrence
Deyalsingh. Vaccines were also administered at
the UTT Campus in central Trinidad, the Southern
Academy for Performing Arts, and the Sangre Grande
Health Centre. Hosein said he was pleased with the
turnout by CEPEP workers for the vaccination. In
photo above, workers get ready to receive the shot.
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Young said arrivals to Trinidad and Tobago will be divided
From Page 1
Covid-19 tests using an integrated portal via the airline’s web- into the vaccinated and unvaccinated.
“If you are fully vaccinated as a national, and you have
site. The booking platform integrates with multiple stakeholders, including medical establishments, airlines, airports and your 72-hour negative [Polymerase Chain Reaction] test, and
governments, to securely validate and share passenger health you come to Trinidad, we will check and make sure that you
credentials, such as test results and vaccines,” CAL’s release have your vaccine certificate, and then you are free to go with
no quarantine required. The ones who are
stated.
required to quarantine are those non-vacciAdditionally, “These tools enable the pasnated nationals,” Young said.
senger journey to be simple and stress free.
Also, “We will have a separate area where
Caribbean Airlines’ teams look forward to welwe will basically deal with our nationals
coming its loyal customers in a safe and comwho are unvaccinated. We will put them in
fortable travel environment with the authentic
a secure area and check their documentaCaribbean hospitality that they enjoy.”
tion. There are going to be certain authorised
It also issued the reminder that CAL’s curtransport companies to take them from the
rent travel safety protocols remain in place,
airport directly to the quarantine facility,
which included the mandatory wearing of face
because part of the process before you get
masks during check-in, while boarding, and
to Trinidad is that you will have to provide
for the duration of their flight.
proof that you paid for your quarantine
Meanwhile, the government in Trinidad
accommodation. You are there for the 14-day
and Tobago was also making ready for the reperiod under health supervision, and then we
opening of the border last week, with National
take it from there.”
Security Minister, Stuart Young saying unvacStuart Young
Young also said the Office of the Attorney
cinated nationals arriving at Piarco will not be
General was currently seeking to increase the fines for those
able to “make a run for it” after landing.
Last week the Trinidad Express reported that Young, along who falsify vaccine certificates, or break quarantine.
“If people are put into quarantine under those circumstances,
with Works and Transport Minister Rohan Sinanan, toured the
airport to ensure safety systems were in place for the July 17 re- and they don’t follow it, there are some serious penalties,” Young
opening. Both ministers were accompanied by officials from the noted.
Among the penalties are increased fines for nationals making
Airports Authority, Customs, Immigration, Caribbean Airlines,
American Airlines, Copa Airlines, British Airways, and Jet Blue. false vaccination declarations, he said.
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BOLLYWOOD MASALA MIX

‘Naya Daur’ explores boundaries similar to ‘Lagaan’

M

ohandas Karamchand Gandhi wrote, “Dead
machinery must not be pitted against the millions
of living machines represented by the villagers
scattered in the seven hundred thousand villages of India”,
which is on a title card as a declaration at the opening of
Naya Daur (New Era). And so begins a movie that indeed
pits milling machine against woodworker, bus against tonga,
unthinking mechanised progress for its own sake against the
value of human teamwork.
It is in no way a fair fight. In the real world, obsolescence of
traditional ways of life may be an inexorable consequence of
modernisation. In the movies, though, the rugged salt of the
earth always get their romantic, improbable victories over the
sneering, cravat-wearing forces that would cast them aside in
the name of greed. And such victories are always satisfying.
Shankar (Dilip Kumar) and Kisna (Ajit) are the best of
friends, village boys who grew up together. Shankar makes
his living as a tonga driver. Kisna chops lumber for the local
mill owner (Nazir Hussain), who treats his workers with
tremendous compassion, and reiterates his belief that his
money and the workers’ labour are in symbiosis, neither
superior in value to the other.
The mill owner leaves for a pilgrimage, though, and his
son Kundan (Jeevan), who takes over operations, doesn’t see
things the same way – he brings in machines and fires all the
woodworkers.
Meanwhile, the bond of friendship between Shankar
and Kisna is threatened when both fall in love with Rajni
(Vijayantimala). Believing that Shankar has tricked him out of
his chance with Rajni, Kisna allies with Kundan, who hires a
bus to put the tongewale out of business. When the tongewale
confronts him, Kundan challenges them to a race. He says if
your tonga can beat my bus to the temple, then I’ll send the
bus away, and you can have your business back.
Shankar accepts the challenge. But first he will have to get
all the villagers working together to build a shortcut road for
his tonga to outpace the bus. And the fire of Kisna’s rage burns
brightly enough to threaten not just this ambitious public
works project, but Shankar’s very life.
My friend @maxqnz described Naya Daur as “the Lagaan
of its time”. The comparison is not merely apt – Lagaan
clearly owes a great debt to Naya Daur, and even quotes from
it. For instance, in one scene, a boy asks Kisna to carve a
stick and ball for him out of a hunk of lumber. The scene in
which Shankar accepts Kundan’s challenge to the race – the
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Movie Review: Naya Daur by Filmi Geek
incredulity of the other tongewale, and Shankar’s speech about
the value of taking some action over taking no action, however
long the odds – also seems echoed in Lagaan.
Both movies feature the unlikely triumph of a ragtag bunch
of villagers against sinister outside forces that senselessly
oppress them. In both movies, the livelihood of the village
is at stake. In both movies, a man is driven by unrequited
love to betray the villagers and serve as a double-agent for
the enemy, and is later
moved to redemption by the
magnanimity of the hero. And
in both movies, the heroine
does little beyond smile and
pout charmingly as the hero
brings the villagers together
for their victory against the
odds.
So the similarities between
Lagaan and Naya Daur are
much more than superficial.
Lagaan is one of my all-time
favourite movies, and as
its antecedent, Naya Daur
Best of friends Kisna (Ajit,
matches up very well as an
Kumar) turn rivals.
entertaining and inspiring
fable about unity and courage.
I have never been a great Dilip Kumar fan – his acting style
is often smug and mumbly, and he makes me think too much
of Shah Rukh Khan to be of much appeal. Here, though, he is
relatively natural and charming enough.
Shankar’s friendship with Kisna is delightfully portrayed,
and the heart breaks for Kisna when a misunderstanding
drives them apart. Indeed, Ajit as Kisna nearly steals the
show from Dilip Kumar – he is startlingly handsome, and
his expressive face shows tremedous emotional range, from
innocent joy to malevolent, jealous rage.
There is some rich symbolism in Kisna’s arc. In his unholy
alliance with Kundan, Kisna sabotages a bridge that the
villagers have built at a key point along the road that Shankar’s
tonga will take in its race against Kundan’s bus. After Shankar's
sister sets Kisna on his path to redemption, he works feverishly
to repair the beams he has removed from the bridge, and ends
up supporting the bridge with his own bodily strength as the
tonga passes overhead during the race. Thus the villager’s

ultimate success rests literally, as well as figuratively, on Kisna’s
redemption and the power of his friendship with Shankar.
Without that bond, there is no victory.
Like Lagaan, Naya Daur is punctuated by a number
of excellent songs. While through most of the movie
Vijayantimala’s charm is as wasted as Gracy Singh’s, her
magnificent dancing skills are well displayed.
The most inspiring sequence in the film comes in the
superb song ‘Saathi haath badhana’, in which the villagers –
men and women alike – work
together to build their literal
road to victory. This song has
a terrific modern-sounding
refrain, combined with a classic
midcentury filmi melody, along
with lovely visuals.
There is lots of pure
entertainment too, including
a song tailor-made for me,
‘Reshmi salwaar kurta jaali ka’,
in which a cross-dressing girl
romances another girl.
I’ve been told that a colorised
version of Naya Daur was
left) and Shankar (Dilip
released fairly recently, and
that’s obviously the version
the above clip comes from. The black and white original of
this song does not appear to be available on YouTube, and it
is a pity, because the music track is better (it lacks the strange
synthesised chords that fill out the sound, but don’t match
the folks tonality of the tune at all), and it also has a couple of
shots that are missing from the colour version.
Jeevan cuts a fine villainous figure as always, with his
outlandishly effete clothing (has anyone ever looked more
ridiculous in a pair of Jodhpurs?) and his ever-present riding
crop, with all of the attendant phallic symbolism.
What more can you ask of a Hindi movie than charismatic
stars, excellent songs, with its rich, unsubtle populist message
of unity, and the importance of preserving traditional village
values in the face of modernisation and westernisation? Naya
Daur begins with the words of Gandhi, and ends in Gandhian
triumph, offering a full complement of romance, buddy-pyaar,
villainy, betrayal, naach-gaana, and a even few Johnny Walker
pratfalls in between. It is about as perfect a midcentury filmi
experience as there is.
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Women’s Hundred signs up 4 Indian players

F

our more India
players
have
now
signed
up for this summer's
women’s
Hundred
competition, the British Broadcasting Corporation reported last
week.
The world’s topranked Twenty20 batter Shafali Verma will
Verma
replace captain Sophie
Devine at Birmingham Phoenix. Also, allrounder Harmanpreet Kaur joins Manchester
Originals, with opener Smriti Mandhana linking up with Southern Brave, and all-rounder
Deepti Sharma will be playing for London
Spirit.
Jemimah Rodrigues signed up earlier with
Northern Superchargers.
“It’s so good to finally be able to confirm the
involvement of some of the superstars from the
India team,” said Beth Barrett-Wild, head of the
women’s Hundred.

She added, “They’re a hugely exciting group
of players, and they’ll bring a lot to the competition.”
Verma, 17, has played in 22 T20 internationals for India, averaging 29.38 at a strike-rate
of 148.31. She replaces New Zealand’s Sophie
Devine, who has withdrawn from the tournament due to logistical reasons related to Covid-19 restrictions.
Devine has indicated she will focus instead
on preparing for this winter’s international
schedule, including the World Cup, which is

due to be held in New
Zealand.
Also, Australia allrounder Ellyse Perry
will take over as Birmingham
Phoenix
captain.
The first match of
the new 100-ball competition, a women’s
fixture between Oval
Invincibles and ManSharma
chester Originals, will
be seen live on BBC TV on July 21.
“It’s very exciting that I'm going to get to
play in the first ever game of The Hundred,”
said all-rounder Kaur, now with the Manchester Originals.
“It will be special to make history, especially
with a women’s match at such a big ground.
We’ve played in front of some large crowds in
India, and it’s always a great experience for the
players.”
Both the men’s and women’s finals take place
at Lord’s on Saturday, 21 August.

Charlotte Edwards
eight teams can continue to impress at regional
level and push hard for international selection,"
added Edwards.
Edwards is England Women’s most capped
player. She was at the helm for more than a de-

cade from 2006-2016, leading the England side
to an ICC Women's World Cup and T20 World
Cup double in 2009.
She played in the first-ever international T20
match, against New Zealand at Hove in 2004,
and is England Women’s leading run-scorer in
international T20 cricket.
Clare Connor, managing director of women's cricket for the England & Wales Cricket
Board, said: “It's powerful to be able to connect
the women's regional game with such iconic
figures in women’s cricket. Last year we named
the 50-over competition after Rachael Heyhoe
Flint, and now this. Lottie is a true legend of
English cricket.”
She added, “There are numerous individuals who have served English cricket with distinction who we could have chosen, but we felt
with Lottie’s relevance to the T20 game, and her
excellence as a player in the international T20
format, it was most fitting for the competition
to take her name.”

Mandhana

Kaur

New name for England’s regional Twenty20 games

E

nglish cricket’s new regional Twenty20
competition has been named the Charlotte Edwards Cup in honour of the
former England captain, the BBC reported last
week. The competition features the eight regional sides that played in the 50-over Rachael
Heyhoe Flint Trophy.
“The new domestic set-up is a real gamechanger for women’s cricket in this country,
and I'm really proud to be a part of it. It's a huge
honour to have my name attached to the competition,” said Edwards.
Southern Vipers, Lightning, Sunrisers Western Storm, Thunder, Central Sparks, South East
Stars and Northern Diamonds are now competing for the cup.
Edwards follows in the footsteps of women's cricket pioneer Baroness Heyhoe Flint, in
whose memory the domestic one-day competition was named upon its inception last year.
“I hope, like we saw with the Rachael Heyhoe Flint [Trophy], that players from across the

Covid-19 Departures

Veda Krishnamurthy
n a double tragedy, ESPNcricinfo
has reported that India batter Veda
Krishnamurthy lost her mother,
Cheluvamaba Devi, 67, and sister, Vatsala
Shivakumar, 42, to Covid-19. It was heartbreaking grief for Krishnamurthy, who
lost both family members two weeks apart.
Her mother died in Kaduru, Karnataka, on
April 23, while her sister passed away on
May 6 at a hospital in Chikkamagaluru, 40
kilometres away.
lso, Sravanthi Naidu, the 34-yearold India Women cricketer, lost
her mother S.K. Suman on May 22, ESPNcricinfo reported. Suman died at a Hyderabad hospital following a Covid-19
infection. Naidu made 11 international
appearances between 2005 and 2014.
he mother of Indian woman cricketer
Priya Punia died following Covid-19
complications in early May. ESPNcricinfo
reported last week that Punia wrote the
following on her Facebook page: “Today
I realised why you always told me to be
strong. You knew that one day I would
need the strength to bear the loss of yours.
I miss you so mom! No matter the distance
I know you are always there with me. My
guiding star, my mom. Love you always.
Some truths in life are hard to accept. Your
memories will never be forgotten! Rest In
Peace Mom.”
oolam Rajah, former manager of the
South Africa men’s team, died on
June 29 in Johannesburg after suffering
from complications following a Covid-19
infection, ESPNcricinfo has reported. He
was in his mid-70s, and was hospitalised
for over seven weeks. Rajah was the South
Africa men’s team manager for just under
two decades, from 1992 until he retired in
late 2011.
rasad Amonkar, 56, former Goa cricketer, passed away after a battle with
Covid-19 on June 9 in Panjim. He was 56
and was employed in Goa’s Customs’ department. Amonkar played 22 first-class
matches, and three List A games as a batter
in the late 1980s and early 1990s.
lso dying from Covid-19 was T.K.
Subbarao, 95, grandfather of Tamil
Nadu and India opener Abhinav Mukund.
According to a May 20 tweet from Mukund, “With great sadness, I would like to
inform you all that I have lost my grandfather Mr T.K. Subbarao to Covid-19. He
was 95. A man known for his discipline,
and his exemplary routines, [he] was otherwise hale and healthy until the virus
took him away. Om Shanti!”
ajendra Jadeja, 65, former Saurashtra
allrounder and match referee, died of
Covid-19 on May 16. He was a right-arm
pacer, and right-handed with the bat. He
played 50 first-class matches and 11 List A
games, largely for Saurashtra, from 19741975 to 1986-1987. Later, he served as a
match referee until 2015. He was also a
selector, coach, and team manager of Saurashtra Cricket Association.
hiv Prasad Singh, the father of former
India bowler R.P. Singh, died from Covid-19 on May 12. As a bowler Singh, 35,
represented India in 14 Tests, 58 ODIs, and
ten T20Is, and was part of India’s historic
Test series win in England in 2007.
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Fatima Sana

Bismah Maroof

Nashra Sandhu

eteran cricketer Bismah Maroof retained her Category A contract with
Pakistan, while Nida Dar has been
promoted to Category B ahead for the 2021-22
season, Crickbuzz reported last week. Maroof is
away from the game on maternity leave.
In all, a total of 20 women cricketers received
contracts, up from 18 last year. Maroof 's contract extension is in line with Pakistan Cricket
Board’s new parental policies that was unveiled
on May 4.
Fatima Sana made the step up to a Category
central contract, while the other eight cricketers who were handed Emerging Contracts
last year have been retained. Sana received the
PCB’s Women’s Emerging Cricketer of the Year
Award in 2020,
Nashra Sandhu and Kainat Imtiaz have

been handed Category C contracts, while Sidra
Nawaz, who held a Category B central contract
last year, has been demoted to Category C for
the upcoming season.
The PCB also revealed that to incentivise
top-performers, the women’s national selection committee has announced an open spot in
the central contracts to reward one player for
outstanding on-field performance during the
year. Meanwhile, across the spectrum, women’s
players will receive a ten percent hike on their
monthly remuneration this year.
The central contracts have been awarded
after factoring in the on-field performances
in the past one year at both international and
domestic level, and with an eye on the future
engagements. Javeria Khan, the only other recipient of a Category A contract, will continue

leading the national side in the three T20Is and
five ODIs against West Indies in Antigua. They
are also scheduled to host England for two
T20Is and three ODIs in October, before they
play ICC Women's Cricket World Cup Qualifier in December with the World Cup proper and
Commonwealth Games scheduled for 2022.
Central contracts for women's cricketers for
2021-22 season: Category A – Bismah Maroof,
Javeria Khan; Category B – Aliya Riaz, Diana
Baig, Nida Dar; Category C – Anam Amin,
Fatima Sana, Kainat Imtiaz, Nahida Khan,
Nashra Sandhu, Omaima Sohail, Sidra Nawaz.
Emerging contracts for women’s cricketers
for 2021-22 season: Ayesha Naseem, Kaynat
Hafeez, Muneeba Ali Siddiqui, Najiha Alvi,
Rameen Shamim, Saba Nazir, Sadia Iqbal, and
Syeda Aroob Shah.

20 top women players get contracts with Pakistan

V

22

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 07, 2021

R

S

CRICKET

Adams: Windies lack hard pitch exposure

C

ricket West Indies’ Director of cricket,
Jimmy Adams last week indicated a
worrying deficiency among West Indies batsmen in playing high quality fast bowling, the Caribbean Media Corporation reported. At the time Adams was being interviewed
on Starcom Radio’s Mason and Guest.
Additionally, Adams said he believes solutions to this deficiency lie at the domestic first
class level, where there were not enough “hard,
true” pitches to properly prepare players for the
demands of international cricket.
Conceding West Indies’ batsmen did “not
fire at all” in the just concluded Test series’ loss
to South Africa in St Lucia, Adams said there
was a trend dating several years, where it appeared players were uncomfortable with concentrated fast bowling.
It raised questions about not only technique,
but familiarity with pace, he said.
Said Adams, “If I go back a couple of years
when England came here [in 2019], we bowled
them out for a low total in the first innings [at
the first Test in Barbados], and then we had a
really good innings from Jason [Holder], and I
think Shane Dowrich made a hundred, which
was the partnership that built our lead in that
Test match.”
Adams was speaking about West Indies’ 381run win inside four days at Kensington Oval.
He added, “Then we won in Antigua in the
next Test match, and then we lost the last Test
in [St Lucia]. And I remember in that last Test,
and even in the Test match in Antigua where
the wicket offered a bit more bounce, England
played a faster bowling-centric attack in those
two Tests than they did in the first Test in Barbados, where they had a world class fast bowler
[Stuart Broad] with over 400 Test wickets being

Jimmy Adams
dropped for the first Test in favour of a left-arm
swing bowler.”
Though West Indies won the Antigua Test
by ten wickets, only a single batsman, Darren
Bravo, managed to score 50. West Indies lost
the final Test by 232 runs, with Roston Chase
the only batsman across both innings to pass 50
runs with an unbeaten hundred in the second
innings.
Adams said there had been a similar occurrence on the 2017 tour of New Zealand, when
the Caribbean side’s batsmen struggled against
the hosts’ four-pronged pace attack.
“If I go back to New Zealand four years ago,
again [there is the] issue of how are we coping
year in and year out against attacks that are prepared to run at us and concentrate an attack at
times between waist and head. And there are

times you can ask whether that particular area
are we improving [on],” he said.
He also wondered, “Are we seeing players
who year in, year out are getting better in those
scenarios? Or are they not progressing as fast as
we want them to do? I think that is a question I
would throw out.”
West Indies were turned over by an innings
and 63 runs inside two and one-half days in the
opening Test against South Africa in St Lucia.
The team then underwent a 158-run thrashing in just over three and one-half days in the
second Test, with fast bowlers Kagiso Rabada,
Anrich Nortje, and Lungi Ngidi all providing
searing pace.
There were only two half-centuries for the
home side in the series, and with the team
managing only modest totals of 97, 162, 149,
and 165.
“I don’t think there is any one reason,” Adams remarked about the frequent batting meltdowns.
He added, “I do think, however, [there is a
difference] when I look at the conditions and
the quality of the fast bowling attack from
South Africa, and I look at our regional cricket
in terms of pitches, in terms of regional attacks.”
Said Adams, “This is not a cop out… and I’m
not making an excuse for the cricketers, but I
do think there is an urgent need to start making
sure that we have consistently hard, true wickets, and start encouraging franchises to deliver,
starting from youth cricket right up, to see if
we can get the type of international attacks that
we’re likely to face from the top two, three, four,
five teams in the world.”
There is need for “[proper] seam bowling,
good fast bowlers, and hard true wickets”, Adams said.

angladesh umpire Moniruzzaman has 16,000) for the Level 2 offense for his outburst
quit standing following the inappropri- during the match against Prime Bank Cricket
ate behaviours of two senior cricket- Club, Moniruzzaman said that he “felt numb”
ers in the recently-concluded Dhaka Premier watching the antics.
League, the Indian Express reBangladesh
allrounder
ported last week.
Shakib al Hasan was also reMoniruzzaman was not ofcently fined and banned for his
ficiating in the match where
outburst at an umpire.
Shakib Al Hasan kicked, upMoniruzzaman
told
rooted and threw down the
Cricbuzz the behaviour of
stumps, while arguing with
Shakib and Mahmudullah tothe umpire. However, he was
wards him played a big part in
a television umpire in a match
his decision to quit standing.
where Mahmudullah Riyad
“Umpires can make misinitiated a heated exchange
takes; but if we are treated in
with an umpire due to a wide
this manner, there is no point
call.
in doing it anymore, because I
Moniruzzaman
“Enough is enough for me
am not in it just for the money.”
and I don’t want to do umpiring anymore. I
Mahmudullah was also found guilty of comhave some self-respect, and want to live with mitting a Level 2 offence during the Prime Bank
it,” Moniruzzaman told Cricbuzz last week.
Cricket Club game when he lost his cool after
Moniruzzaman was on the way to a promis- an appeal was turned down. He also lay on the
ing career as an umpire, a Bangladesh Cricket adjacent pitch to show his dissatisfaction, and
Board official told Cricbuzz last week. He was a appeared to refuse to move on with the game
part of Bangladesh’s ICC Emerging Panel, and when the umpires asked him to do so.
was likely to be considered for the elite panel.
“I was not involved in Shakib’s game. The
While Gazi Tank Cricketers skipper way he behaved was something very hard for
Mahmudullah was fined 20,000 BDT (Rs me to digest. In the Mahmudullah match I was

the TV umpire and watching the episode closely. It left me numb and at that point, I decided
not to carry on with umpiring,” Moniruzzaman
said.
Moniruzzaman said more than anything
else, it was his passion for cricket that inspired
him to take on umpiring after cricket.
“I am not an employee of BCB, and considering the money the umpires get... I cannot take
this. I was doing it out of love for the game, because I used to get just the match fee,” he said.
He added, “I am fortunate nothing untoward happened with me so far, but who knows,
I might be a subject of humiliation in the next
game, and I don’t want to lose my sleep thinking what will happen tomorrow in the match.”
BCB officials told Cricbuzz they were informed about Moniruzzaman’s decision.
“We have spoken with Moniruzzaman, and
he said that he is not interested to carry on with
umpiring. He is not our employee, so we cannot ask for any official explanation, but I can
say only one thing, that he had a very promising career as an umpire,” an official from the
BCB’s umpires department said.
Moniruzzaman is right-handed batsman,
and played cricket at the domestic level in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh umpire quits after players’ bad behaviour

B

Covid-19 in India, so ICC moves Twenty20 World Cup to UAE & Oman

T

he Twenty20 World Cup has been
moved from India to the United Arab
Emirates and Oman due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the International Cricket
Council said last week.
However, India will remain the host of the
event, which is scheduled from October 17 to
November 14, the ICC added.
According to a report in The Guardian, the
ICC as the global governing body asked India
to finalise a venue following its inspection team
canceling its trip to India in April. India continues to struggle with high coronavirus infections.
The tournament was originally scheduled
for Australia last year, but it was delayed to this
year due to the pandemic. It was then passed

onto India. However, India’s ability to host was
put in doubt in May after the Indian Premier
League was postponed with several players
testing positive for Covid-19.
“The venue for ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2021 has been shifted to the United Arab Emirates and Oman, with the tournament set to run
from 17 October to 14 November,” the ICC
statement read.
It added, “The tournament was originally
set to be staged in India, but had to be shifted,
given the consequences of the second wave of
Covid-19 on the country. The [Board of Control for Cricket in India] will remain the hosts
of the event, which will now be held across
four venues – Dubai International Stadium, the
Sheikh Zayed Stadium in Abu Dhabi, the Shar-
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jah Stadium, and the Oman Cricket Academy
Ground.”
The first round of the tournament will see
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Ireland, Netherlands,
Scotland, Namibia, Oman, and Papua New
Guinea contest four places in the Super 12
stage, when the top eight-ranked nations will
enter.
Acting ICC chief executive Geoff Allardice
said the priority was to deliver a safe tournament in full.
“Whilst we are incredibly disappointed not
to be hosting the event in India, the decision
gives us the certainty we need to stage the event
in a country that is a proven international host
of multi-team events in a biosecure environment,” Allardice said.
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International
Cricket Schedule
Wednesday July 7, 2021
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, Only Test, Day 1;
Queens Sports Club, Bulawayo, 1:30 AM
07:30 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
Thursday, July 8, 2021
Pakistan tour of England, 2021 England vs
Pakistan, 1st ODI; Sophia Gardens, Cardiff, 6:00 AM 12:00 PM GMT / 01:00 PM
LOCAL; Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe,
2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, Only Test,
Day 2; Queens Sports Club, Bulawayo,
1:30 AM 07:30 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
Friday July 9, 2021
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, Only Test, Day 3;
Queens Sports Club, Bulawayo 1:30 AM
07:30 AM GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
Saturday, July 10, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 1st T20I; Daren
Sammy National Cricket Stadium, Gros
Islet, St Lucia, 5:30 PM 11:30 PM GMT /
07:30 PM LOCAL; Pakistan tour of England, 2021 England vs Pakistan, 2nd ODI;
Lord’s, London, 4:00 AM 10:00 AM GMT
/ 11:00 AM LOCAL; Bangladesh tour of
Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, Only Test, Day 4; Queens Sports
Club, Bulawayo, 1:30 AM 07:30 AM GMT
/ 09:30 AM LOCAL
Sunday, July 11, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 2nd T20I, Daren Sammy National Cricket Stadium, Gros Islet,
St Lucia, 5:30 PM 11:30 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL; South Africa tour of Ireland,
2021 Ireland vs South Africa, 1st ODI The
Village, Dublin, 4:00 AM 10:00 AM GMT
/ 11:00 AM LOCAL; Bangladesh tour of
Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, Only Test, Day 5; Queens Sports
Club, Bulawayo, 1:30 AM 07:30 AM GMT
/ 09:30 AM LOCAL
Tuesday, July 13, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 3rd T20I; Daren Sammy National Cricket Stadium, Gros Islet,
St Lucia, 5:30 PM 11:30 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL
Thursday, July 15, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 4th T20I; Daren Sammy National Cricket Stadium, Gros Islet,
St Lucia, 5:30 PM 11:30 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL
Friday, July 16, 2021
Pakistan tour of England, 2021 England vs
Pakistan, 1st T20I; Trent Bridge, Nottingham, 11:30 AM 05:30 PM GMT / 06:30
PM LOCAL; India tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
Sri Lanka vs India, 2nd ODI; R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo, 3:00 AM 09:00 AM
GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL;
South Africa tour of Ireland, 2021 Ireland
vs South Africa, 3rd ODI; The Village,
Dublin, 4:00 AM 10:00 AM GMT / 11:00
AM LOCAL
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2021 Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 1st ODI; Harare
Sports Club, Harare, 1:30 AM 07:30 AM
GMT / 09:30 AM LOCAL
Saturday, July 17, 2021
Australia tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Australia, 5th T20I; Daren Sammy National Cricket Stadium, Gros Islet,
St Lucia, 5:30 PM 11:30 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL
Sunday, July 18, 2021
Pakistan tour of England, 2021 England
vs Pakistan, 2nd T20I; Headingley, Leeds,
7:30 AM 01:30 PM GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL; India tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri
Lanka vs India, 3rd ODI; R. Premadasa
Stadium, Colombo, 3:00 AM 09:00 AM
GMT / 02:30 PM LOCAL.

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Brampton
For Sale
$1,999,000

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Toronto

For Sale $799,000

Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious freehold
end-unit townhouse with 3 large bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms. Modern open concept kitchen with eat-in dining
& movable island. Covered balcony great for family BBQs.
Spacious den on ground level with entrance to garage.
Perfect for investors or first time home buyers. Close to all
amenities including places of worship, shopping centres,
steps to TTC, close to major highways: 401,400 & 407.

Brampton

437-235-7599

The Buckingham at Grand Central Mimico
Grand Central Mimico
is Toronto’s new transittailored community.
Anchored by Mimico GO
Station, this community
will be a vibrant, allinclusive & future proof
neighbourhood. Thoughtful
timeless design, transit &
modern amenities converge
to create South Etobicoke’s
most relevant & significant
community.
Starting
From Mid -

$500K
Grand Festival Condos*
Take your life to a whole
new level of fun and
celebration at Grand
at Festival. Vaughan's
spectacular new masterplanned City Center.

Markham

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

For Sale
$490,000
SOLD
$50K
OVER
ASKING!!!

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

* THE NEXT PHASE
AT FESTIVAL SOUTH
VMC, CANADA’S BESTSELLING CONDOMINIUM
COMMUNITY.
Starting
From the low:

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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$500K

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

