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Carnival Portal (Anthony Gebrehiwot, 2022)

Sky Jumbie (Jenny Baboolal)

Toronto – In time for and in tune with Toronto’s upcoming Caribbean
Caribana festival at the end of this month, an exhibition, Carnival Portal, is
now open for visitors at Yorkdale Mall.
Curated by Dwayne Dixon, the exhibition features work by Jenny Baboolal,
Fiona Compton, Candice Dixon, Vince Fraser, and Quentin VerCetty.
It is part of ArtworxTO: Toronto’s Year of Public Art, 2021-2022, and runs
until September 4.
Carnival Portal is part of the City of Toronto’s commitment to funding
for a ten-year Public Art Strategy that brings arts to the people of the city. It
celebrates the incredible public artwork, while also addressing gaps in that
collection, such as the under-representation of equity-deserving communities
and their histories, as well as geographic areas of the city where there are fewer
public art works.
As Baboolal has noted, “Carnival Portal is a world class exhibition which
sets a standard for future Carnival exhibits.”
Curator Dixon has divided the exhibition into two rooms: one displaying
costumes, headpieces, and photography, with the other room featuring augmented and virtual reality experiences.
In one room, the future of Carnival costume-making through the work of

Candice Dixon can be viewed. Also on display in this room is Baboolal’s stunning photography of Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago.
Here the visitor can also learn about Caribbean culture and its history
through the video work of Fiona Compton; the Afrofuturist artwork of Quentin
VerCetty is also presented.
In the second room, an Oculus headset is available for experiencing a
360-degree video capture of the 2019 Toronto Carnival. This interactive display
offers the virtual experience of being inside a King costume, mobility within
a Carnival band dancing along on the road, and immersion into the crowd of
spectators watching the bands go past.
Fraser’s Portal works are also presented in this room for a cosmic journey,
where he merges digital content with the physical realm at the intersection
where the past meets the future.
Complementing the exhibition, ArtworxTO has partnered with Art Starts
to produce a series of workshops exploring different facets of Carnival. Among
the workshops is learning to make the eternal culinary delight, doubles, which
will be hosted by Chef Kareema, a first generation Canadian of Trinidad and
Tobago descent. Workshops are free, with registration required beforehand.
Click here for more information about the exhibition.

World class Carnival Portal exhibition at Yorkdale
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Crime Watch T&T

Crime heading to be a public health emergency in T&T: Rowley
Port-of-Spain – Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley left Trinidad and Tobago
to attend the 43rd Caricom Summit in Paramaribo, Suriname late last week,
where among the main items on the agenda were the heads of the region’s government discussing food security and energy.
However, even as Rowley forged stronger regional and
strategic relationships, notably with Guyana’s President Dr
Irfaan Ali on agriculture, agri-business, and overall food
security, back home Trinidad and Tobago was seething
with escalating crime, civil disobedience, and public protests, with the number of murders last weekend and into
earlier this week climbing to as many as 18 persons killed.
Before leaving for Paramaribo last week prior to the
escalation in the number of murders and national insecurity, Rowley told the media that violence had now become
the number one issue affecting the population of Trinidad
and Tobago.
Crime had reached a level where it may need to be
declared a public health emergency, he declared.
His comment came as he referenced the report of four
Keith
murders that had been reported earlier, and after three men had been killed in
separate shootings with police in Port-of-Spain.
Said Rowley: “We seem not to be able to get away from many aspects of
violent crime coming from a number of directions, notwithstanding our best
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efforts. Every single day there is a spate of violent crime largely driven, but not
only driven by firearms.”
Referencing the shootings, Rowley said: “Defying logic, I was just told a
while ago that there were four people who were found
killed on the north coast. We had an engagement between
police and armed persons in a confrontation in Port-ofSpain… There were three people who were killed there.”
Speaking to the shootings by the police officers, Rowley
said there appears to be many people in Trinidad and
Tobago who were prepared to risk their lives by arming
themselves and engaging law enforcement.
He said law enforcement had to do the reasonable thing
by responding to people who are armed.
“What does the population expect? We can’t walk away
from armed people who are handling firearms illegally in
that kind of conduct and confrontation,” he said.
While lamenting the “unnecessary loss of life”, Rowley
said something had to be done.
“We are going to have to find resources. But you must
Rowley
remember that we are already focusing on it. We are directing significant
resources to it, and we are just concerned that we are not seeing any abatement
in the personal conduct of many people, which results in this unnecessary loss
See Page 18: Fiery chaos
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A symphony in every room! First time on
market. Original homeowners. Tour well-kept &
unforgettable home. Internet hardwired thruout,
w/ built-in speakers in each room. Impressive
hardwood, California shutters, 2 ensuite bathrms,
extra-long drvwy, unspoilt bsmnt w/sep ent & many
more upgrades. You need to see it to believe it!
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See It To Believe It!

$999,999

Prime Location!
Take a look at this impressive townhome, located
in a small fenced area with visitor parking. This
home is recently renovated with LED lights, lovely
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
updated kitchen and a finished basement. The
real yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted and professionally cleaned!
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$839,000
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Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!

S

Investor’s Dream

$1,597,000

Lovely home on spacious corner lot. Main floor has
open concept design, quartz counters & engineered
hardwood floor, plush warm carpet on upper level
& lovely laminate floors in basement. Approx 4,000
sq ft finished space! Basement features rough-in
kitchen, 2 bedrooms & full washroom!
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Charmingly delightful! Don’t miss large
home in one of Brampton’s most well-sought
neighbourhoods! Open concept maximises space
w/ impressive, functional layout. Finished bsmt apt
w/ 2 bdrms. Lge windows, generous-sized rooms,
beautiful backyard with wood deck & many more.
Close to many amenities, Hwys, & public transit.

Sharp as a Tack

This lovely home is packed with upgrades awaiting
your eyes! This impressive home boasts a large
walkway, a large patio, double door entry, fully
open concept main floor with a separate dining
room, engineered hardwood, and plenty of large
windows welcoming in natural lighting.

$839,900
Your Finest Opportunity!
Don’t miss opportunity to own a spacious freehold
townhome at Keele south of Finch! Prime location
near to a new transit line. Take in the beautiful
layout featuring internal access from the garage, a
spacious patio, & a fenced backyard. A great price
point with no maintenance fees! Call today.

$899,900

O
LD

Smart! Smooth! Spectacular!

Close To Transit!

$958,000

$379,000
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$1,450,000
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See It To Believe It!
Enjoy the sheer amount of space with this lovely
semi-detached. Features an open concept living
& dining room, gourmet kitchen with modern
appliances & beautiful family room right above
garage. Clean & well kept, home’s original owner
took great care. A rare opportunity awaits you.
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Mass timber structure during the fully developed fire
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Teeth)
• Snore Guard

State of mass timber structure after fire research test

CWC hosts full-scale mass timber research fire test

Ottawa – The Canadian Wood Council hosted a full-scale
fire test at the Canadian Explosives Research Lab in Ottawa.
Over 150 experts from across Canada, including fire officials,
building regulators, insurance industry representatives, engineers, and architects witnessed the unique event to learn about
and observe the behaviour of mass timber construction exposed
to fire.
To date, the majority of exposed mass timber compartment
fire tests have simulated residential occupancies. This test demonstrated the fire performance and fire dynamics in a typical
occupied open-plan office space in a mass timber building.
The space is much larger than previous tests, both in the
area and floor-to-ceiling height, complete with a large fire load
of simulated furniture and other contents. This test provides
insight into the fire dynamics in a larger space, typical of those
seen in modern mass timber office buildings as opposed to
research testing to date, which focused on smaller fire compart-

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME

ments with lower ventilation.
The research fire test on mass timber performed as expected:
the mass timber structure withstood the full burnout once
the furnishings of the building were consumed, then the fire
quickly died down and burned out. The fire largely burned out
within the first hour, however, the test was continued for a full
four hours to monitor for any potential re-ignition.
As a research test, the structure was instrumented with 400
thermocouples and radiation sensors providing information to
document the fire development.
It can be concluded that the fire performance of the mass
timber structure was similar to that of non-combustible construction and confirms that mass timber can perform well
under the very rare fire scenario in which the sprinkler system
fails and the fire department is unable to respond.
For more information about the fire tests, and to learn more
about mass timber, visit the Canadian Wood Council’s website.

Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Ontario NDP elects Peter Tabuns as interim leader

Toronto – NDP MPP Peter Tabuns (Toronto-Danforth) has and I can confidently say the party is in good hands.”
been elected by the NDP’s provincial council to be the party’s
The NDP’s provincial council is empowered to select an
interim leader.
interim leader, taking into account a recommendation from
“The NDP is honoured that the people of Ontario have the provincial executive. The provincial executive must and
asked us, once again, to form the Official Opposition, and I’m did consult with the NDP caucus as well as NDP committees
humbled to have an opportunity to lead the party for a time,” in that process.
said Tabuns.
Tabuns was first elected in 2006 to represent TorontoHe added, “The Ontario NDP Caucus is energised and com- Danforth, and was re-elected in 2007, 2011, 2014, 2018 and
mitted to holding the Ford government to account. It’s a difficult 2022. An east end Toronto resident, Tabuns was president
time for workers whose wages are
of Citizens for a Safe Environment,
falling behind. For patients waiting
an environmental group organised
far too long for care. For our parents
in the Riverdale neighbourhood of
in long-term care and the kids who
Toronto that successfully lobbied
need more help to get back on track
the city to close the Commissioners
in school. And for everyone worried
Street Incinerator.
about the climate crisis. We’re on
Before being elected to city countheir side.”
cil, Tabuns was property manager of
Tabuns also stated the NDP plans
a housing co-op, and vice-chair of the
to continue its fight to rebuild health
Co-operative Housing Federation of
care and long-term care, and to fight
Toronto.
for education.
In 1990, Tabuns was elected to
“We’re going to fight to lift wages
Toronto city council, representing
up, and bring costs down for them.
Ward 8. As a city councillor, he was
And we’re going to fight against
a member of the Board of Health for
Conservative cuts that would hurt
seven years, chairing the board from
them,” he declared.
1993 to 1997. He pioneered smokeThe provincial council will hold
free bar and restaurant bylaws and
another meeting to determine the
also led the campaign to set up a
rules and leadership election date.
large-scale energy conservation projOntario NDP president Janelle
ect in the city as part of the battle
Brady said the party is in a strong
against climate change.
Peter Tabuns
position.
From 1999 to 2004, Tabuns was
“We are a diverse, multi-generational, modern social demo- executive director of Greenpeace Canada, where he was a leader
cratic party with supporters and volunteers in every region of in the push for Canada to adopt the Kyoto Protocol. Tabuns
this province. We’re financially sound and more energised than also served as special advisor on climate change to federal NDP
ever before,” said Brady.
Leader Jack Layton from 2004 to 2005.
“I want to thank Andrea Horwath for her leadership, and for
Today, he is fighting to repeal Bill 124 and lift wages up;
guiding our party to a stronger place than we’ve ever been. And repair and improve public health care, invest in smaller class
I want to congratulate Peter Tabuns on his election as interim sizes; give all working people a minimum of ten paid sick days;
leader. The choice of a new leader and the direction of our party tackle the climate crisis; and make homes more affordable
belongs to the tens of thousands of NDP members in Ontario — including implementing real rent control for Ontarians.

Town of Ajax receives 2022 MISA’s Municipal Excellence Award
Ajax – The Town of Ajax recently received the 2022
Municipal Excellence Award from the Municipal Information
Systems Association for the creation and implementation of its
Waterfront Parking Management and Permit Program.
MISA recognises municipalities for excellence in the use and
delivery of technology, and for delivering a significant project
or setting a new standard that other municipalities can follow.
Criteria for this award include, among other things, furtherance of a municipality's strategic objectives using information
technology, innovation, and costs savings/efficiencies.
“The Waterfront Parking Management and Permit Program
demonstrates the Town’s commitment to providing convenient,
seamless and modern customer-facing technologies to access
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the Town’s services. We are grateful for Council’s continued
investment in modernising the Town’s technology environment to better serve the residents of Ajax,” said Nicole Cooper,
Director of Legislative & Information Services.
The Ajax waterfront is the Town’s most popular amenity, and
is very well-utilised throughout the summer months, especially
on the weekends and public holidays.
In November 2020, Ajax Council approved an updated
Waterfront Management Strategy, which included this new program, supported by technology to enable a modern, paperless
permit system which would better balance the costs of waterfront management among residents and visitors, and preserve
the ability of Ajax residents to enjoy this treasured public space.

VEDIC BOOKS
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•
•
•
•
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•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more
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Computek College, Ajax in PSWs training partnership
Toronto – Computek College recently
Additionally, “This partnership reaffirms
announced an investment of $1.84 million the Town’s commitment to continued growth
over one year by the Ontario Ministry of within our business community and timely
Labour, Training and Skills Development for development of fully-paid-for accelerated proits Compassion Tech pilot program in partner- grams to support our healthcare workers and
ship with the Town of Ajax.
residents. On behalf of Ajax Council I would
The college is also investing an addition- like to thank the Government of Ontario and
al sum of nearly $2 million into this pilot. Computek College for this significant investComputek is one of
ment in Ajax.”
Canada’s leading career
Last
year,
West
colleges.
Durham was identified
Supported by the
as one of the province’s
Ontario government’s
15 priority communiSkills Development Fund,
ties due to the high inciCompassion Tech is a free,
dence of Covid-19, low
accelerated accreditation
testing rates, and sociopilot program for the edudemographic barriers to
cation, training, licensing,
testing and self-isolation.
and employment of 150
To address this priPersonal Support Workers
ority, the Ontario govin and around Ajax.
ernment is making sevThe pilot seeks to
eral investments in the
remove barriers to eduhealthcare sector in the
cation and employment
region. This includes
by reducing the commute
the 320-bed Lakeridge
Muraly Srinarayanathas
times of the potential
Gardens state-of-the-art
workforce, providing them with on-the-job LTC home that was recently opened – the
training in local health and long-term care first LTC home developed under Ontario's
institutions, and directly placing them in jobs Accelerated Build Pilot Program – as well as
with committed employment partners.
other healthcare infrastructure projects that
“One of Ajax Council’s main priorities is are already underway.
the health and safety of our community. Our
“Our commitment to helping build a bigger,
personal support workers have been resil- bolder and more inclusive Canada that can be a
ient in their efforts, especially throughout the beacon for the world begins with creating good
pandemic, providing ongoing critical care for jobs here at home, and strengthening our local
our residents. We are excited to partner with economies. For more than 30 years, this comComputek College to facilitate faster recovery mitment has afforded us the privilege to train
within our healthcare system, and allow for hard working and highly capable newcomers to
more personal support workers to seek acces- Ontario to adapt to fast changing labour marsible training needed to continue to excel in ket conditions,” said Muraly Srinarayanathas,
all of the incredible work they do,” said Shaun Chief Executive Officer at Computek.
Collier, Mayor of Ajax.
Srinarayanathas also noted that the focus
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on Ajax and the Durham Region will help “do
more of this important work to address the
critical staffing gaps in our healthcare sector
that have been exposed during the pandemic”.
Computek recognises the need for crosscutting partnerships to improve the capacity
of communities to respond to shocks to labour
market conditions in in-demand, emerging,
and essential sectors to quicken the marketled recovery of the talent economy following
Covid-19.
Therefore, it is taking a hyper-localised
approach in developing partnerships with
municipalities and employers to create employer-responsive training pipelines to achieve
long-term employment solutions that will help
create good jobs.
In doing so, Computek also focuses on
vulnerable groups such as newcomers and
immigrants, women, and Black and racialised
persons when addressing critical talent gaps
in the labour market. This pilot is the first of
several investments that Computek is making
in the Durham Region.
“Our government is working for workers
every day. Through our Skills Development
Fund, we’re giving workers the training they
need to fill in-demand jobs, earn bigger paychecks, and advance in rewarding careers that
make their families and communities stronger,”
said Monte McNaughton, Ontario Minister of
Labour, Training, and Skills Development.
He added, “Our government has a workersfirst plan to deliver a stronger Ontario. As we
build today for a better tomorrow, we need all
hands on deck. We’re leaving nobody behind,
and we’re getting it done.”
The Compassion Tech pilot will run until
March 2023. Additional information and student enrolment information can be found
here.
(With files by CNW)
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Habeeb Alli, Executive Director at One
Love Family Services, was the recipient
of the Humanitarian Award, which was
presented to him by the Hon MP Shaun
Chen and Hon Alvin Curling at the
Chinese Cultural Centre in Scarborough
last month. Alli received the award
for his collective efforts during the
Covid-19 pandemic with the food bank,
for his dedication to the Chaplaincy
inside the prisons, and for his work
with long term homes. Alli’s One Love
Family Services is a registered not-forprofit organisation in Toronto, which
aims to provide food hampers that
are culturally appropriate to families
in need through curbside pickup, and
through volunteers delivering to clients
across the GTA.
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NDP calls for 4th vaccine doses

Queen’s Park – Interim Ontario NDP cy department in Clinton and an emergency
Leader Peter Tabuns has called on the govern- room in Perth over the last few days. Urgent
ment to immediately bring forward a plan to care hours were also recently cut back in a
expand access to fourth doses of the Covid-19 Kingston hospital as staff shored up the ER.
“Health care professionals are exhausted,
vaccine.
He has also called on the Ontario govern- their colleagues are leaving constantly, and
ment to prioritise health care hiring in the we are reaching the point where there aren’t
enough people to keep
wake of reports that hosthe doors to the ER open
pitals are being forced to
around the clock — and
temporarily close emerthat’s terrifying,” said
gency departments.
Tabuns.
In a statement yesterHe added, “Can you
day, Tabuns said no one
imagine arriving at the ER
in Ontario wants to live
with a sick little one, only
through another rash of
to find the doors locked
Covid-19 cases, noting
and the lights out? Can
that “no one wants our
you imagine waiting hour
loved ones at risk of getafter hour after hour with
ting sick”.
a loved one in pain while
Said Tabuns: “Experts
the doctors and nurses are
are sounding the alarm
simply too run off their
that it’s time to start
feet to help you?”
moving on second
Tabuns stated that no
boosters. [The National
one should have to wait,
Advisory Committee on
Peter Tabuns
or drive on down the
Immunisation] is now
recommending a round of booster shots. Our highway to get the medical care.
“Delivering world-class health care withneighbours in Quebec have been rolling up
their sleeves again for weeks now. It’s time for out long waits should be our top priority in
Doug Ford to tell Ontarians what the plan is for Ontario, and the Official Opposition NDP is
expanding access to fourth doses of the Covid- calling for Premier Doug Ford to treat this
growing crisis with urgency. The good news is
19 vaccine.”
He added, “The Ontario NDP wants to see that there are several things Ford can do right
immediate, easy and equitable access to fourth now that would make a big difference,” he said.
Among the solutions to the health staffing
doses – including bringing vaccines directly
to people who need home care and making and wait times crisis that are called for by the
vaccines available in easy-to-access places like NDP are amending the provincial budget to
include funding for a major effort to recruit,
community clinics and doctor’s offices.”
In other health-related news, Tabuns also train, retain and return nurses, doctors and
called on the government of Ontario to pri- PSWs; and scrapping Bill 124 right now and
oritise health care hiring in the wake of reports paying health care professionals a decent wage.
The NDP is also calling on the governthat hospitals are being forced to temporarily
close emergency departments and urgent care ment to expedite recognition of credentials for
centres, and cut hours to cope with nurse and thousands of internationally educated nurses
and doctors; and to increase hospital budgets
doctor shortages.
According to a Canadian Press report, tem- so there can be enough staff on every shift to
porary closures have happened at an emergen- prevent burnout.

More govt relief at the pumps
Toronto – As part of its plan to keep costs
down for Ontario families and businesses, the
Ontario government is providing more relief
at the pumps by cutting the gas tax by 5.7 cents
per litre and the fuel tax by 5.3 cents per litre
for six months. The fuel tax cut became effective on July 1.
Said Premier Doug Ford: “It has never been
more important to get it done and provide
Ontarians with real relief. This gas tax cut will
provide more relief at the pumps for hardworking families and businesses, and put more
money back in their pockets, where it belongs.”
Effective July 1 until December 31, 2022, the
gas tax rate will be cut from 14.7 cents per litre
to nine cents per litre, representing a cut of 5.7
cents per litre. The fuel tax rate, which applies
to diesel, will be reduced from 14.3 cents per
litre to nine cents per litre, representing a cut
of 5.3 cents per litre.
When combined with the 4.3 cents per litre
savings from the elimination of the previous
government’s cap and trade carbon tax, the

reduction in provincial taxes and charges on
gas totals ten cents per litre.
Vehicle owners in Ontario will see direct
savings from the gas tax cut and the elimination and refunding of licence plate renewal
fees, with households benefitting from an average combined savings of about $465 in 2022.
“People and businesses are feeling the pinch
of high gas prices and grocery bills. Our government is cutting the gas and fuel tax rates
to put money back in people’s pockets and
help keep costs down,” said Peter Bethlenfalvy,
Minister of Finance.
“As we build up Ontario’s transportation
network, our government is working hard to
keep costs down for drivers and families,” said
Caroline Mulroney, Minister of Transportation.
She added, “At a time when the price of
living has skyrocketed, our government has
taken strong action by cutting the gas and fuel
tax rate, eliminating licence plate stickers and
renewal fees, and removing tolls on Highways
412 and 418.”

CUPE – Time to repeal Bill 124
Toronto – It is time to repeal the
Constitution-violating legislation that caps
total compensation, including wages, for public sector workers to only one percent, the
Canadian Union of Public Employees Ontario
said last week.
“The Ford Conservatives have simply
done nothing to deal with the skyrocketing
cost of living. And worse, when the Ford
Conservatives passed Bill 124, the Charterviolating legislation, they capped total compensation, including wages, for public sector
workers to only one percent,” said Fred Hahn,
President of CUPE Ontario.
He added, “In light of historic inflation,
which is now at 7.7 percent, that has amounted
to a real wage cut for frontline workers like
personal support workers, developmental service workers, caretakers at Universities, and so

Fred Hahn
many others. Now is the time to tell the Ford
Conservatives that you can’t negotiate fairly as
long as Bill 124 is the law. Now’s the time to
repeal Bill 124.”

Sign up for SummerUp courses

T

he invitation is extended to Black youth
across Ontario to come together to
learn, collaborate, discover, aspire, and
to set a foundation for personal and academic
success this summer.
The summer program, SummerUp, is free
of charge to participants, and most courses
begin in the second week of July. Students
entering Grades 9 to 12 in September 2022 will
likely find a SummerUp course that will serve
their needs.
A few courses will interest students in postsecondary studies. Each course offers a special experience, with the context reframed for
learning. Courses vary in duration and delivery
mode.
Following are a few links for exploration:

Build confidence in mathematics, click here
(Grades 9-12) for the fall 2022 semester. For
students wishing to build skills in coding click
here. A free course is offered for students
interested in theatre by Soulpepper Theatre
Company.
Here are two free courses for students interested in enhancing skills in videography and
photography: click here; and here.
Students interested in the science of the
brain can try this course that will involve professional neuroscientists as guides – click here.
Urban planning will see students in the
Maximum City course working with city planners. Click on the SummerUp link to apply;
for more courses; and for further information
about SummerUp.
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Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3
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Editorial

Food insecurity

M

any of the world’s nations are experiencing
higher growth in food insecurity levels, a World
Bank Brief, Food Security Update, Rising Food
Insecurity in 2022, noted late last month.
As the Bank stated, food insecurity was already being
faced by many nations prior to the Covid-19 pandemic.
However, the Bank further noted that today this precarity
is being exacerbated by the Ukraine-Russian conflict, with
food prices likely to remain high for the foreseeable future,
perhaps into 2024.
Also, it is such that this escalating situation is expected
to further push millions more across the globe into acute
food insecurity.
Meanwhile, the outlook for global food supplies is
favourable. However, it is food prices that are now a major
concern; and this remains clear and present as a troubling
arc that has been climbing steeply in recent months via
elevated input prices, which combined with high transport
costs, and trade disruptions due to the Ukraine-Russian
conflict, have resulted in a rise in import bills.
As our diaspora here in the Greater Toronto and
Hamilton Area knows too well, given our origins from
the many nations making up the Caribbean region, higher
import bills impact hardest on poor and developing countries; notably so in our homelands, where there remains an
historical, and ongoing, dependence on food imports.
According to figures published within the last year in
the Caribbean media, Caricom’s food import bill is now
over (US) $4 billion annually; for Guyana, it is around (US)
$30 million annually, with Trinidad and Tobago at around
(US) $140 million; in 2021, Jamaica had a record food
import bill of just over (US) $1.12 billion.
These elevated food import figures are troubling, particularly in the light of present-day global data that reveal
a picture where growing food security continues to be a
challenge, as the World Bank cited in its accompanying
price index and inflation figures.
According to its update, as of June 16, 2022, the
Agricultural Price Index was 14 percent higher compared
to January 2022. Also, maize and wheat prices were 27
percent and 37 percent higher, respectively, compared to
January 2022; rice prices were around 17 percent lower.
It also noted that domestic price inflation continues to
rise, impacting all income levels across the globe, with the
low-income countries being harder hit.
As the Bank stated, 94 percent of low-income, 89 percent of lower-middle-income, 83 percent of upper-middleincome, and 70 percent of high-income countries are now
experiencing high food price inflation that is greater than
five percent; and troubling as this is, there are many nations
that are now enduring double-digit inflation.
Additionally, food price inflation has exceeded overall
inflation in most countries. And many nations are experiencing high food price inflation at the retail level, a
consequence of labour shortages, a sharp rise in the price
of fertiliser, currency devaluations, and other factors, the
World Bank indicated.
As we keep in mind the growing precarity over food
security that is being experienced in our Caribbean homelands, the Bank declared that, “Rising food prices have
a greater impact on people in low- and middle-income
countries, since they spend a larger share of their income
on food than people in high-income countries.”
This greater impact on food security is of growing concern for many of us abroad with family and investment
connections in Trinidad and Tobago, for example. This
nation’s Central Bank recently reported on increases in
headline inflation and in the cost of food, noting a rise to
8.7 percent from 7.9 percent since April. It added that these
effects on domestic prices were externally generated.
Our other Caribbean homelands are being similarly
impacted; as is Canada, where we too are experiencing
rising inflation, climbing food prices, and growing anxiety.
The recent moves by Guyana and Barbados for agricultural self-sufficiency remain commendable; in fact, growing global food insecurity now makes it an imperative.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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‘I hold the PNC responsible...’ Dr A. Nedd

t is not “hard to pin responsibility for the 1964 Sun
Chapman Launch explosion,” as H. Hergash asserted, in
the June 15 issue of this newspaper, in countering a false
accusation of the PPP for the incident. I had thought the matter
settled except for hardcore “PNCers”.
Throughout 1962-1964 Forbes Burnham had pressured Dr
Cheddi Jagan for new elections. By early 1963, the
PNC had launched its Plan X-13, with episodic
disruptions aimed to replace Jagan, with CIA
help: robberies, assaults, arson, shootings, bombings, and a long general strike. Racial clashes,
some fatal, became a fearful reality. I was a forensic investigator for half that time and was privileged to read
Supt P. Britton’s confidential reports on X-13, which covered all
fatal injuries (his report excludes two). For bombs, dynamite
was procured by PNC and UF operatives from mining sites
and transported to Georgetown by launch, for example, it was
alleged that “…Joseph Aaron and Percy Carrol brought a parcel of
dynamite from Mackenzie by launch…” (Britton).
With Burnham’s victory at the constitutional conference
in October 1963, and the stage set for new elections in 1964,
life for urban Indians became riskier, a state that extended to
rural areas, aggravated by the killing of a Buxton couple a few
months later. In May 1964, some 2,000 Indians were expelled
from Wismar-Mackenzie following the massacre of their fellows
between May 24 and 26; others were injured, some crippled,
women and girls (even pre-teens) raped; the government aided
their escape.
On July 5, 1964, the Demerara river launch, Sun Chapman,
exploded near Wismar, killing 32 people, all Blacks. Blasting
caps being carried to Wismar for use by PNC activists, were
stored too near to the engine, overheated, and exploded. Within
hours, Indians who had been trusting (and foolish) enough to
return to the Mackenzie area following the earlier killings, were
assaulted and five killed.
In his journal, Dr Davies-Webb, Mackenzie Hospital, noted,
regarding the “Sun Chapman explosion repercussions against
Indians… it was necessary to maintain a guard on the East Indian
patients. The three female East Indians – 2 women and one child
– had to be transferred back to a far corner of the general ward
as people kept going into the female isolation ward and threatening them, or shouting threats and abuse through the windows. In
all, 32 bodies of Africans were recovered from the wreck, and 5
East Indians were killed in Mackenzie …37 deaths from this one
incident.” His earlier text was a chilling description of mob and

racial frenzy and hate.
Dr Albert Nedd, a former university pre-med classmate, then
a PNC insider, a DEMBA lawyer, and later Alcan Professor of
Management at the University of Alberta, told me in Edmonton
in 1974, that the explosion was due to careless storage of detonators and explosives near the boat’s engine while being transported to the Wismar PNC. In 2003, Dr Nedd wrote to
The Daily Chronicle to squelch the disinformation
Mohan
that the PPP had bombed the boat, then being
Ragbeer spread in Guyana and overseas.
The letter states:
“Hold the PNC Responsible for Sun
Chapman Demise
“June 6, 2003
“The Editor/The Daily Chronicle/Georgetown,/
Guyana
“Dear Sir,
“In a recent article (Guyana Chronicle, June 4th, 2003)
Mayor Hamilton Green stated that the Sun Chapman,
a river launch owned and operated by Norman Yacoob
Chapman, was blown out of the water at Hurudaia, near
Wismar, on July 6, 1964, and that this incident led to the
Pogrom against Indo-Guyanese living in Wismar.
“What Mayor Green failed to state, and I know that
he knows the true Story, as he was intimately associated
with the UF-PNC’s campaign of destabilisation in 1962,
1963, and 1964, was that the explosion was caused by the
accidental explosion of a number of detonators that were
carelessly stored near the heated engine room of the Sun
Chapman. These detonators, as the good Mayor must
undoubtedly remember, were bound for PNC operatives
in the Mackenzie-Wismar-Christianburg area for use in
X-13 operations against perceived PPP supporters.
“I know all of this because while I was employed
at DEMBA in Mackenzie, I had many close relatives
who were active PNC members and operatives in the
area and, as a result of intelligence supplied by them,
I knew that the detonators were coming down on the
Sun Chapman. Following the incident it was reported
to Dr Jagan that the explosion of the Sun Chapman was
caused by accidental detonation rather than by any act
of sabotage.
“To this day I hold the PNC responsible for the deaths
of those Afro-Guyanese aboard the Sun Chapman.
“Yours sincerely, A. Nedd, Alberta, Canada.”

We always return to where we took the first step

I

wonder what my grandmother would have said were she
still among us, and was told that over two years later and
counting, that she had to continue wearing a mask while
out in public.
Of course, I would have gently insisted were she to resist,
since today she would be over a century old,
gnarled as a dried-out branch from a guava tree;
Romeo
and with a sharp point at the end of the stick,
Kaseram
given the exponential for her irascibility flourishing as her decades of wrinkling folded and
unfolded.
Knowing Ma, I am certain she would have been stubbornly
resistant to my insistent fingers fussing with securely knotting
the mask’s too-loose string behind her uncharacteristically
large, elephantine ears.
No doubt she would have said, despite my now senior look,
and hopefully more mature outlook, “Ahh chat, little bwaai!
Why I have to wear this thing on my face whole time? Is something you read in ‘email-bmail’?”
My dear grandmother is key among the benchmarks, reference points, and an early pour in the foundation that I now
stand on in contemplation before moving forward and into this
world, shouldering its increasing and challenging burdens.
And it is only understandable that since I seek out her legacy
of wisdom, from among others, whenever I search for a reasonable and considered approach to life’s exigencies, trauma, and
other everyday challenges, that I appreciate she too would have
become frustrated with the personal and preventative requirement to still be wearing a mask while out in public.
I am anticipating that Ma would have fussed; whined even,
that summery weather was too warm to have a mask covering
the face; that its fibres tickled her capacious nose; the string
was too tight behind her ears; and what do you know, it slipped
beneath the nose on its own volition, despite my diligence in
firmly tying the knots behind her ears.
Perhaps I would have engaged her by gently invoking her
latter-day penchant to rhyme, hyphenate, and portmanteau all
in the same breath, saying, “We still have to wear a mask, Ma.
We’re not yet out of this ‘pandemic-bandemic’.”
That the legacy of her wisdom left behind by my dearly
departed grandmother now being a yardstick aiding in my

measured responses to the world is not lost to me today for its
accompanying ironies. And while today I could invoke it as a
metaphor, in my time as a young boy back home, said yardstick was itself deployed, to soften its impact with yet another
but oblique metaphor, as guardrails that kept my errant feet in
check, and on the narrow road to good behaviour.
Among the early lessons that Ma taught me
was being accountable for my actions. In a recent
discussion with a relative about my dear grandmother and her many legacies, I recalled one of
her early, instructive, and gentle lessons about
being respectful to all life forms.
“Try to not step on even an ant,” she said to me one day, with
a sad shake of her head, after stumbling on my errant feet hopscotching outside a stick-provoked, riled-up nest of ants.
My dear relative agreed with my recall of that lesson imparted to me in my early life; it was typical of my grandmother, she
declared, her perspicaceous eyes looking backwards, and too
many decades to count on one hand, into the past.
My enlightened relative’s words were, “Each death holds
accountability; as minute as it is”.
Such was my grandmother’s lesson taught to me in my youthful callousness, in the loftiness and hubris of the errant sole of a
foot crushing down on defenceless ants.
It was taught to me even before my forthcoming education, and a later reading of Shakespeare’s King Lear, where in
Gloucester’s darkened world, wanton boys torture trapped flies,
picking them apart starting with the legs, and saving the translucent, still-pulsing wings for last.
It was only later, following that recent discussion with my
relative, that I came to understand Ma had added a veneer
of humanity to what I would not learn in schoolbooks. It is
redeeming to make the choice, she taught me.
I took a first step then; today, to the consternation of immediate family members, who look at me askance, I still look down at
my feet during summer walks, occasionally taking an eccentric
skip-and-jump to avoid stepping on an ant, or other tiny creatures scurrying away from my no longer errant soul.
We always return to the place where we first rooted; where
we took the first step. Ma would have fussed about wearing a
mask, but she would have done it; for me, so I could thrive.
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Grenada’s election results a
lesson to Caribbean govts

East Coast Public road is blocked (above); inset at
right, a cross section of protestors on June 28

‘One Guyana’ still elusive
after protests & violence
Dear Editor,
It is happening again: protests on June 28 escalating into
violence and destruction of property, same as it did two years
ago following another killing; this time though, eliciting a threat
against the life of President Irfaan Ali in full view, it is alleged,
and it seems with support of a known political figure.
The threat against President Ali is no small matter, as we saw

from the not-too-distant past when a similar threat was made.
It launched a Commission of Inquiry.
June 28 was another sad day in the life of our country, and
“One Guyana” remains elusive.
Shamshun Mohamed, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
The defeat of Dr Keith Mitchell and his administration by the
National Democratic Congress and its leader, Dickon Mitchell,
in Grenada’s general elections on June 23 was not unexpected.
Dr Keith Mitchell and his political party/government in
Grenada were the victims of the economic hardships his citizens
had to endure due to Covid-19 and the Ukraine-Russian war.
Globally, incumbent political administrations, some of them
being long standing, have not fared well in general elections
during these very challenging economic times of uncertainty.
This situation is even
more challenging for the
small, open economies of the
English-speaking Caribbean
countries. We are so very
dependent on the rest of the
world for food and other basic
supplies that we are highly
vulnerable to imported inflation, and among other things,
shortages/delays in the supply
of such commodities.
That notwithstanding, we
Dickon Mitchell
can and must do more, for
instance, to grow what we eat and eat what we grow. Also, parties in office cannot afford to be reckless. They cannot claim to
be not fully au courant with the country’s economic situation.
However, traditionally, with few exceptions, the opposing
parties make all kinds of wild promises only to backtrack on
them when they get into office (for example, the “empty treasury” rhetoric, or that a significant campaign promise was a
“misprint”). The electorate needs to be more discerning, and
educate itself on economic issues. It is not business as usual.
Globally, with few exceptions, we are economically much
worse off than we were ten years ago. Accordingly, we cannot
expect to enjoy the same standard of living as we did back then.
That would be absurd/illogical! Sacrifices have to be made.
Moreover, the most vulnerable have to be protected.
No government in the world has a magic wand to get us out
of this economic crisis. Citizens have to be more conscious of
what is taking place globally, and be more balanced/rational in
their decision-making.
Things can get from bad to worse if we elect incompetent/
corrupt political leaders, who take advantage of our irrationality/emotional deficit. We must never forget the adage that “the
price of freedom is eternal vigilance”.
Louis W. Williams, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Higher T&T flour prices
will impact quality of life

Guyana government and GAWU officials at the 2022 Enmore Matryrs’ commemoration ceremony last month

Enmore Martyrs impact transcends partisan politics
Dear Editor,
I viewed the Commemoration of the Enmore Martyrs
YouTube video last month, and I wish to offer a few comments
on the proceedings at the event.
It is commendable that priests of the three major religions
offered prayers at the commencement. However, the Pandit
(Hindu priest), unlike the Imam (Muslim priest), did not offer
an English translation of his prayer.
This was unfortunate, as I am positive that the majority of
the immediate audience, as well as those countrywide, did not
understand what he recited.
In order to promote multiculturalism and greater understanding, perhaps it is time that protocol be instituted to require
translation of such prayers at all official functions.
The Enmore Martyrs, as has been noted, had a tremendous
impact on political development in the country, and in my view,
transcend partisan politics. Dr Cheddi Jagan has written that
their martyrdom caused him to dedicate his life to the cause
of the sugar workers, and hence the emergence of the original
Peoples Progressive Party in 1953 with him as leader, and Forbes
Burnham as chairman.
In 1977, the monument to these martyrs was erected by the
PNC government headed by Burnham and unveiled by him in
his capacity as then Prime Minister. It is disappointing that at
the commemoration there was no recognition of Burnham’s role
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in erecting the Enmore Martyr’s monument.
In relation to the speech by Carvil Duncan, President of the
Federation of Independent Trade Unions, I believe he misspoke
when he mentioned the causes of the 1948 strike during which
the five workers were killed. He said “They (the sugar workers)
were accustomed to cut-and-load…”
In fact, “cut-and-load” was a new imposition, and the major
cause of the strike. In his book, The West on Trial, Jagan states
“Without consulting even their (management) company-dominated Man-Power Citizens’ Association, they (management)
changed the system of work from cut-and-drop to cut-and-load.
This was in effect an attempt to speed up the cane cutters and
make redundant the punt loaders”.
My final point relates to what I saw as a public spat between
Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali and Seepaul Narine, President of
the Guyana Agricultural and General Workers Union.
In his speech, Narine criticised Guysuco’s management and
called for the removal of the top leadership of the company.
When his turn came, an irate President Ali called Narine to the
stage and proceeded to give him (what I consider to be) a ‘public
dressing down’.
Needless to say, this public display of disagreement between
two leaders of the governing party reflects poorly on the administration, and detracted from the solemnity of the occasion.
Harry Hergash, Toronto, via email.

Dear Editor,
The 33 percent increase in the price of National Flour Mills
flour will impact the cost of food and the quality of life for many
in Trinidad and Tobago. Most basic food items consumed in this
country have flour as part of their ingredients. Therefore, the
impact of this price increase will be felt by thousands, especially
those in the lower income bracket.
Those who are health conscious may say this price rise would
not impact on them, and in fact ought to push people to eat better. However, the reality is the majority of people consume flour
in some form or the other.
The impact could also be felt in the business community
when customers stop buying food because of price increases,
which are the inevitable outcome of the flour price rise. This
means unemployment for those in the food industry.
What is also very painful is that non-flour food items have
also increased. It is costing more to put food on the table.
With every passing day, eating in Trinidad and Tobago is
becoming an expensive undertaking. Spare a thought for those
who are unemployed, or who are on a basic minimum wage
with several mouths to feed.
The writing in terms of food costs has been on the wall
for several years, as it is a well-known fact that Trinidad and
Tobago’s annual food import bill is over (TT) $1 billion. What
then have successive governments done to ensure Trinidad and
Tobago’s food security?
Have we fully utilised our agricultural potential? If not, why
not? As the prospect of higher food prices and perhaps food
shortages loom, local businesses and the financial institutions
must look at the bigger picture – people are suffering. It cannot
only be about maximising profits to the detriment of society.
When last have companies given a salary increase to their
employees? It can no longer be just about profit margins.
Arnold Gopeesingh, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
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Yet another heightened group contestation erupts into flashpoints of riots, violence
Dear Editor,
Guyana experienced another protest march
for “justice” [June 28] that ended up in a riot
where Indo-Guyanese were beaten, robbed,
brutalised, and their property destroyed.
Now commonplace since the 1960’s, the
organisers again claimed with straight faces
that it “Wasn’t us; infiltrators did it”. Yet have
never managed to produce an “infiltrator”. The
same for a police force, that by now should
have their protest-riot response plan as part of
basic training for new recruits.
After the PNC violently protested the
December 1997 election results with hundreds
of Indo-Guyanese assaulted, I did an analysis,
“Aetiology of an Ethnic Riot” to which I refer
after every protest-riot.
It is a well-worn document. This pattern
is so predictable it was reduced to a formula
by an ethnic conflict expert, which I have
explained ad nauseum: Group Worth + Group
Comparison + Group Legitimacy = Politics of
Entitlement.
Since the APNU+AFC lost the elections of
March 2020, there has been a constant bombardment from activists on social media platforms claiming that Indo-Guyanese, “who own
everything because of past advantages”, were
again getting preferential treatment from the
PPP/Civic government; while Africans were
being deprived.
For instance, on food assistance, school
vouchers, and everything distributed since the
change of government.
As we had warned back in 1998, “…a feeling of deprivation is exacerbated when, as in
Guyana, the group which is perceived to be
moving ahead (Indians) was previously seen as
‘backward’ by the group which is now told it is
lagging (Africans).”
The assertion that Afro-Guyanese have a
greater legitimacy to the patrimony of Guyana
is flouted continuously on social media. This
argument is based on a claim that they suffered
more during slavery than Indo-Guyanese during Indentureship; arrived earlier; westernised
(read “civilised”) earlier, Christianised earlier;
educated all latecomers; and finally, that the
Caribbean including Guyana is an African
nation.
All of the above trump the modern norm of
equality through citizenship.
The educational system also reinforces the
claims of Africans’ greater legitimacy by silencing Indian contributions to Guyana.
For instance, the Indian counter assertion
that they rescued the colony as a viable proposition by saving and expanding the sugar
industry after the abolition of slavery, to justify

the extraordinary outlay on hydraulics, are dismissed.
“With the State as the arbiter of who gets
what, when and how, the perception of being
denied their ‘earned greater share’ precipitates a struggle to control that State. Elections
become flashpoints.”
Where the group that has severe questions
about its worth also has entrenched claims
to legitimacy to rule, as African Guyanese do
in Guyana, but this claim is contested by the
other groups (Indo-Guyanese), the potential
for extreme behaviour is greatest.
This is exacerbated when the groups are of
comparable size as Indian and African/Mixed
Guyanese are here. And this is why the possibility of extreme behaviour is omnipresent here
during heightened group contestations.
This possibility is increased when the group,
here Afro-Guyanese, is convinced that IndoGuyanese and “their” PPP government are
frustrating them from achieving their legitimate expectations.
In general, the emotional response to frustration is anger, and there was much anger
in that march from Golden Grove. But the
expression of this anger depends greatly on the
strategy of the group’s leadership.
Back in 2004, one WPA MP who sat next to
me in Parliament, told me of her disappointment with Corbin who was supposed to “manners” the PPP. This is also why Aubrey Norton
is now PNC leader.
A major factor in the likelihood of an
aggrieved group leader choosing violence to
achieve their thwarted goals is the perception of the retribution that may be unleashed
against it.
As I wrote in 1998, and which remains true
today, “In Guyana the PNC has repeatedly
declared that the members of the Disciplined
Forces which were built up during their
Burnhamite dictatorial regime, are its “kith
and kin”.
Its strategy has been to test the Forces
through escalating forays and protests marches
so as to expose the troops to the fact that the
protesters are actually and literally their “kith
and kin”.
The PNC knows also that if Afro-Guyanese’s
frustration and anger are addressed only by
sanctions or fear of retribution, eventually the
Forces will refuse to use violence against their
“own”.
The social media activists seeking to outflank Norton have been stressing this angle
ever since former President David Granger
accepted his defeat.
Ravi Dev, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
My friend Suresh said, “Imagine if all those
people were protesting for oil renegotiation,
how that could change our country dramatically in a big way and solve poverty. Instead,
they use it to brutalise our Indo-Guyanese.”
The worst crime was not the evil of the
looters, domestic “terrorists”, and intellectual
authors of the Mon Repos Market riots that
took place on June 28, but the failures of the
police department, the Home Affairs Minister,
and the PPP/Civic government, which seem
unable to protect Indo-Guyanese in its “votes
farm” whenever it is in government.
The Mon Repos Market riots were “amateur
hour” at its finest for the police and government side. A blogger L. Hunte said, “How
could you march from Vigilance to Mon Repos
rob people, run and ride plus walked back and
not one… person was stopped, arrested or
caught – #police wasonlunch?”
I had written after the West Berbice terrorism that the Guyana government should make
burning and blocking of roads a “terrorist act”
in a country where there is one main road,
where all traffic must pass, and people must be
able to get to hospitals, airports, embassies, and
carry on their emergency and urgent business.

It should be criminal to block main roads
in Guyana, as I wrote in the Chronicle on
September 8, 2020. We are not like America
where there are hundreds of bypass roads. Just
recently, the UK passed such a law. Blocking
roads carry a maximum prison sentence of 12
months and an unlimited fine.
President Dr Irfaan Ali said he will seek a
motion in Parliament to condemn violence.
Nation, is that what is needed? Is that a root
cause solution? Compensation to the poor
vendors who lost goods and property is a good
thing, but is not a substitute for new laws,
and solid policies and practices to make sure
the recurring issues of the “Indian Security
Dilemma” are addressed in a context of national security for all.
The government must move steadily to
accomplish diversity in the security forces, and
all government and public agencies. The Mon
Repos “terrorism” shows that the government
must act more quickly. Arresting 16 people
for riotous behavior is a start. Will those who
were seen riding away with loot, and those who
destroyed vehicles and stole vendors’ property
be charged?
We are watching with 2025 in mind!
Dr Jerry Jailall, NC, via email.

A vendor’s table burns following the June 28 Mon Repos Market attack

Aftermath of the damage & fire on June 28 at the Mon Repos Market

Riots, looting show govt must act quickly

8

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 6, 2022

Better savings start here

RESHMA AUDHO

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

PHOTOGRAPHER

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Tel: 647-237-9816

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com
INST

@tintaleephotography

1201717CN.1

/tintaleephotography

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
09

Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 6, 2022

GUYANA

Agriculture growth push on despite historical GDP input decline
Part 2 of 2
s Guyana pursues a strategy to accelerate agricultural development it is evident that the contribution of total agricultural production – as well the
subset non-traditional agricultural production – to the
country’s non-oil GDP has declined over the past decade,
although output levels have on average increased over the
past five years.
Incidentally, non-traditional agriculture, which includes
all crops other than sugar and rice, have been a major focus
of the government in the quest to ensure food security and
to avoid over-reliance on oil.
Buoyed by money from oil, the government has been
addressing some of the underlying problems in non-traditional agriculture, with the biggest of them, drainage and
irrigation, still remaining a major problem.
Other areas such as transportation,
storage, refrigeration, tertiary roads,
supply of inputs like fertilisers and
chemicals, credit, research, extension
support and land ownership rights have
also been addressed, but only to a limited extent.
Another exogenous variable that has
an impact on the development of non-traditional agriculture is the preference of Guyanese for foreign goods, resulting in food imports doubling since 2000.
If non-traditional agriculture and associated agro-processing are to flourish, then it is necessary to restrict
the importation of foreign foods that have viable local
equivalents. The implementation of import quotas and
the establishment of an appropriate tariff mechanism on
foreign foods can be supportive of domestic industries in
non-traditional agriculture. But such strategy can have
social and political repercussions.
Non-traditional agriculture is also experiencing a labour
shortage. One of the reasons is that rural Guyanese are
abandoning agriculture in favour of the more attractive
service sectors.
Plus, the fact that farmers have continuously suffered
from infrastructural and policy weaknesses in the sector,
has acted as a deterrent to remaining in agriculture.
On the other hand, government expectations that an
influx of foreign investors would pick up the slack is yet to
materialise.
At the end of the day, venturing into non-traditional
agriculture is not only expected to increase food production, but will also reduce the country’s vulnerability to its
traditional industries, create jobs, and enhance its overall
development prospects. This requires serious planning,
devoid of political rhetoric.
Up to around 2015, the growth of non-traditional agriculture was merely an illusion if one were
to rely on official statistics reported by the
Bank of Guyana.
Between 2000 and 2015, the production of most basic food crops, including
coconuts, cassava, plantains and other
ground provisions has been below 2000
levels for all crops in each year, with the
exception of 2003 when coconut production was six percent higher than in the
base year (See Table 4).
However, coconut production fell to
only 19 percent of base year production
in 2011, while output of cassava, other
ground provisions, and plantains fell to
8.4 percent, 25 percent, and 20.1 percent,
respectively, of 2000 production levels.
Based on 2006 production levels, however, the output of most basic food, with
the exception of coconuts, crops rose significantly between 2015 and 2021.
Output of fruits and vegetables also
experienced a sharp slump between the
turn of the century and 2015.
Production of bananas, mangoes, pineapples, and citrus fruits has been below
2000 levels in each year, except for bananas whose output was eight percent and
43 percent higher than in the base year
in 2002 and 2005, respectively; and pineapples, whose production was 40 percent
and 20 percent greater in 2001 and 2010,
respectively; and mangoes whose production was 25 percent greater in 2001 (See
Table 5).
In 2011, however, production of bananas, mangoes, and citrus fruits was only
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about a third of 2000 production
levels for each crop, while output
for pineapples was just over threequarters.
The production of all fruits and
vegetables rose higher between
2015 and 2021.
In the case of cereals and
legumes, eschalot, hot peppers,
and bora, output has been below
the base year for all crops, except
for bora, whose 2010 production
was two percent greater than in
2000 (See Table 3).
In 2011, the worst performing crops in this sub-sector
were cereals and legumes, whose production was only 19.7
percent of the base year.
Production was lowest in all sub-sectors in 2008. During that year, output of
Dwarka
coconuts, cassava, other ground proviLakhan
sions and plantains was 32.9 percent, 9.2
percent, 13.8 percent, and 11 percent,
respectively, of 2000 production.
For fruits, output was 24.7 percent,
31.6 percent, 41.2 percent, and 38.6 percent, respectively,
of base year production. In the case of cereals and legumes,
eschalot, hot peppers and bora, output was 10.8 percent,
7.3 percent, 30.6 percent, and 33 percent, respectively, of
2000 production levels.
Evidently output levels in non-traditional agriculture
have on average declined over the past ten years, raising
doubts about the viability of the government’s initiatives.
However, broad-based success in non-traditional agriculture has been evasive – for the current as well as past
governments. Its development hinges on the extent of government commitment and the existence of a comprehensive plan to guide the sector’s growth. Government commitment – at least verbally and financially apparently exists
– but planning is ad hoc. A comprehensive strategic plan
that guides the development of the sector is unavailable.
Past experience shows that there has been weak integration of implementation efforts, resulting in sporadic
ventures that have engendered limited success. In fact,
over time, there have been more failures than successes in
a broad spectrum of non-traditional sub-sectors.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning
Ways, Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your
Practice, is available on Amazon and on winningways101.
com. He can be reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Commonwealth leaders in Rwanda last month

Heads seek peaceful fix to Guyana border issue

M

embers
of
the
54-nation
Commonwealth last month backed
a route to be undertaken by the
International Court of Justice to bring a
“peaceful and definitive” end to the GuyanaVenezuela border controversy, the Caribbean
Media Corporation has reported.
In a communique issued in Kigali, Rwanda,
following the summit, the heads of government of the Commonwealth expressed their
“full commitment” to the ongoing judicial
process to bring an end to the long-standing
controversy.
The Commonwealth had also supported
Guyana in the controversy, but this is the first
time that it has included a paragraph in a
Heads of Government communique to support
the judicial process.
The Heads of Government noted the decision made by the ICJ on December 18, 2020
that it has the jurisdiction to entertain the
application filed by Guyana on March 29, 2018,
paving the way for the ICJ to consider the merits of the case.
Venezuela is challenging the October 3,
1899 Arbitral award which demarcated the
boundaries of the two countries.
Ever since the first challenge was made in
1966 at Guyana’s Independence, Venezuela has
engaged in aggressive acts in Guyana, including using its navy to force out a ship exploring
for petroleum.
The Commonwealth heads noted that
Guyana had submitted its Memorial on March
8, 2022 in accordance with the schedule set by
the ICJ to hear the case concerning the validity
of the Arbitral Award of 1899, and the related
question of the definitive settlement of the land
boundary between the two countries.

“Heads reaffirmed their firm and unwavering support for the maintenance and preservation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Guyana,” the communique issued at the end
of the Kigali summit stated.
Venezuela recently objected to the decision
of the International Court of Justice that it has
the right to hear and determine Guyana’s argument for a final settlement of the controversy.
This means that the court must suspend hearing the merits of Guyana’s case until it fleshes
out and decides on Venezuela’s objection.
For Guyana, Venezuela’s objection means it
has joined the case, something which it did not
want to do.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs acknowledged that the court’s rules of procedures allow
for such objections to be lodged. Already,
Guyana has submitted its Memorial on the
merits of its case against Venezuela, arguing
that the 1899 Arbitral Award which determined the boundaries between the two countries is legal and valid.
Said the Foreign Affairs Ministry: “… by
submitting an objection at this advanced
stage of the proceedings before the ICJ, the
Venezuelan government is patently engaging
in an effort to delay the Court’s final judgement
on the merits of the case.”
Nevertheless, the statement added that by
this action, the Venezuelan government has
joined the judicial process that Guyana has
long urged it to do.
Before the ministry’s statement was released,
Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali said that
Venezuela has a responsibility as a member of
the United Nations and the global family to
“work within the rules”; that is, to participate
in this judicial process, CMC reported.

Sir Shridath Ramphal’s papers available online

F

ree online access is now available to
He was called to service in many other
speeches and other submissions from capacities, including president of the World
1950 to 2022 by the Caribbean’s and Conservation Union; special adviser to the
Commonwealth’s elder statesman Sir Shridath United Nations Conference on Environment
Ramphal. The papers cover his 72 years of pub- and Development; chief negotiator for the
lic life in the Caribbean, the Commonwealth, Caribbean on external economic relations; and
and internationally.
as a mediator and facilitator
Sir Shridath is the forin elections and constitutionmer secretary-general of
al crises.
the Commonwealth, and
As the longest-serving
served as assistant attorney
Commonwealth secretarygeneral of the West Indies
general from 1975 to 1990,
Federation, minister of
Sir Shridath played a lead role
Justice and Foreign Affairs
in ending institutional racism
of Guyana, and concurrently
in Southern Africa, particuchancellor of the University
larly in terminating apartheid
of Guyana, The University of
in South Africa.
the West Indies, and Warwick
Said Nelson Mandela of
University.
Sir Shridath: “He is one of
He was also chairman of
those men who have become
the West Indian Commission,
famous because, in their fight
whose 1992 report, Time for
for human justice, they have
Sir Shridath Ramphal
Action, is still regarded as the
chosen the whole world as
seminal blueprint for Caribbean development. their theatre.”
Guyanese-born Sir Shridath is now 94, and
Sir Shridath’s speeches and other submisis the only person to have served on all the sions from 1950 to 2022 are available on his
global commissions that produced pioneering website to the public, universities, libraries,
reports on the environment, development, and researchers, academics, and other interested
disarmament, between 1980 and 1995.
readers.
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REGIONAL: 43rd CARICOM SUMMIT

Newly-elected Grenada
leader calls for unity,
warns about ‘talk, talk’

Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali (top, left) speaks with Trinidad & Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley on
Sunday during bilateral talks before the start of the 43rd CARICOM Summit

T&T, Guyana hold talks on food security, energy
Paramaribo, Suriname – Food security and energy cooperation were key topics discussed during a bilateral meeting
held between Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley and Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali at Paramaribo in
Suriname on Sunday.
Ali and Rowley, along with other Caricom heads, were
in Paramaribo attending the 43rd Regular Meeting of the
Conference of Heads of Government of Caricom.
According to a release from the Office of the Prime Minister
out of Trinidad and Tobago, “Both leaders continue to work
towards the full implementation of the decisions made during

[Rowley’s] recent trip to Guyana, which resulted in the signing
of a Memorandum of Understanding between the countries.
[Sunday’s] detailed discussions centred on food security and
energy cooperation, which will benefit both nations and the
wider Caricom.”
Additionally, the release stated that Rowley, along with other
Caricom Heads of Government, also met with United Nations
Secretary-General António Guterres.
“The meeting focused predominantly on the issues of climate
change and energy security,” the Office of the Prime Minister
said.

Guyana hailed for its food security moves
Paramaribo, Suriname – Guyana’s plans for the region’s member States over the next few years. At this time, Caricom
agriculture sector has been described as “a great example” by the remains engaged in talks to implement systems that would
President of Suriname Chandrikapersad Santokhi.
facilitate an improved supply chain, and the removal of trade
He made the statement in the wake Guyana’s initiatives as barriers that are pivotal to achieving this goal.
part of global efforts to recover from the devastating effects of
“With joint investment, and by utilising modern technolthe Covid-19 pandemic, and the Ukraine-Russian war.
ogy, we can guarantee food security for the Caribbean and
Santohki made
the region,” President
his commendatory
Santokhi said in his
comments during
address.
the opening cerHe also stated
emony of the 43rd
that he believes as
Regular
Meeting
a region, Caricom
of the Conference
nations must continue
of the Heads of
working together to
Government
of
create opportunities
Caricom,
which
that would mutually
ended
yesterday
benefit all. An effecin
Paramaribo,
tive state of multinaSuriname. He took
tionalism is needed
over Caricom’s chairto achieve the goals
manship July 1.
of Caricom, Santokhi
As the Chronicle
declared.
reported out of
“We can strengthen
Guyana earlier this
the cooperation and
week, this nation
integration and create
currently holds lead
opportunities to make
responsibility for
the Caribbean stronagriculture, agriculger. We find ourselves
tural diversification,
at a crossroads, and
Chandrikapersad Santokhi addressing the 43rd Caricom Summit
and food security in
this is the moment to
Caricom. Guyana has also been leading the regional body’s reassess, refocus, and recommit our endeavors to ensure susquest to reduce Caricom’s (US) $5 billion food-import bill by tainable development and prosperity for the people of the
2025.
region, ultimately aimed at leaving no one behind,” he said.
During his speech, Santokhi commended Guyana’s efforts,
He added, “But we require leadership and a willingness to go
noting how its initiative involves partnerships with the private for cooperation, to go for a creative approach to go for innovasector, particularly in the areas of finance, logistics, and trans- tion in our approach for new strategies.”
port, with the aim of improving primary production and agroWhile adding that Caricom’s economies are facing challenges
processing, and linking markets to produce.
in the current geopolitical environment with rising inflation
Guyana’s proactive moves are set to significantly benefit the expectations, he noted there is already a notable widening of
entire Caribbean region, he declared.
credit spreads for frontier economies.
Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali heads the Caricom QuasiAlso during his address, Santokhi revealed Suriname’s proCabinet on Agriculture, Agricultural Diversification, and Food posal for the establishment of a Caricom private equity fund
Security. Recently he has been stressing that the time is now for to support its enterprises. He also stated that Caricom should
Caricom to correct the imbalance between consumption and facilitate partners to set up private equity and debt funds in the
production in the region.
region to bolster employment and growth.
As Ali has been highlighting, the way to achieve a correction
Furthermore, Santohki said this is the time for youth parto the imbalance is via the “25 by 25” target, which is to reduce ticipation in national development, since they bring new perthe region’s food import bill by 25 percent by 2025.
spectives and innovations that are pivotal for cooperation, and
The policy is set to see strategic cooperation among Caricom ultimately food security.
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Paramaribo, Suriname – Caricom was warned on Sunday
against being viewed as a “talk” shop, and Caribbean leaders
were urged to do more to foster greater regional unity and
socio-economic development by Grenada’s newly-elected Prime
Minister, Dickon Mitchell.
His warning and recommendation were reported by the
Barbados Nation and the Caribbean Media Corporation.
The newly-minted Mitchell came to office after leading his
National Democratic Congress to victory in the June 23 general
elections.
He told the opening ceremony of the 43rd Caricom Summit
that for too long “this Caribbean Community that we all love
has been seen and viewed as a place where we talk, and talk,
and talk, and then we talk some more; and to what end Mr
Chairman?”
Mitchell then declared, “No Sir, this is a time colleagues,
my friends, and to all the young people across the Caribbean
Community – this is indeed our moment, this is
your moment, where it is
a Time for Action and a
Time of Choosing.”
Mitchell
called
on the region to look
towards the future with a
renewed hope and commitment during the 43rd
Summit.
Additionally,
he
declared that the regional body should “in the
coming days review our
performance, and chart
a new way towards a
transformative agenda,
Dickon Mitchell
and make a collective
and conscious decision at this season, at this Time of Choosing
– to move all our people, all our citizens, our friends, our loved
ones, our sons and daughters, to move all Caricom – forward”.
According to Mitchell, his vision for Caricom, as it has been
for Grenada, Carriacou and Petite Martinique, is one “where
we must be transformed into an eco-friendly, fair, equitable,
dynamic, prosperous and stable democracy, capable of sustaining a high quality of life for all our people”.
Said Mitchell: “Grenada is willing, ready and eager to do
our part in transforming our beloved Caribbean Community.
This region belongs to all of us. It is, and as I can simply put it
– home.”
He also noted that the past regional leaders had in 1973
envisioned a region with the ability to transform the lives of its
people by working together.
“A community that can overcome its challenges if we, without reservation, dedicate ourselves, our time and talents to moving Caricom forward,” he said, noting that the regional group
was marking its 49th anniversary on July 4.
“I believe that this is an opportune time for us to pause and
reflect on the many experiences we have had while in pursuit of
regional integration. Over the last 49 years, we have had many
moments of celebration, coupled with moments that required
solemn reflection, still all the while envisioning the future,”
Mitchell said.
He added, “[As] we look toward the commemoration of our
50th anniversary, we need to redouble our efforts to finding
solutions to our challenges. Let us not restrict our engagements
to the members of our community, but let us with purpose,
follow the path of the Caribbean Sea, like wise men seeking a
brightened star, and engage all countries touched by its warm
waters from Mexico to Venezuela, from Paramaribo to Port au
Prince.”
Also, “We must... bolster support for all our regional organisations including the Association of Caribbean States, and
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States, and
where Caricom must be at the centre of enhanced cooperation
for our region.”
With this in mind, Mitchell declared the Caribbean must
understand all too well that as a region, it is not without its share
of challenges. At the same time, he committed Grenada to work
to finding real solutions to the problems.
In the June 23 general elections, Mitchell’s NDC won nine
of the 15 seats in Grenada’s House of Representatives. The New
National Party, led by outgoing Prime Minister Keith Mitchell,
won the remaining six seats. Elections were due by June next
year. However, in May Keith Mitchell called snap elections,
which he lost to the NDC.
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NEW YORK: DIASPORA

NY diaspora in mourning as drownings, fire claim 5 lives
By Dhanpaul Narine
n one week, five Guyanese died in Queens,
New York City. It was a beautiful Friday
morning when five friends boarded the
Q41 bus. They were in a good mood, as their
yearly exams were done. The start of the summer promised fun-filled activities.
The friends stopped at Jamaica Bay, in
Queens, New York. It is an area that is known
for its treacherous currents. According to
reports, around midday, two friends, each aged
13, went into the water, near Broad Channel.
They were dragged by a rip current deep into
the channel and failed to make it to the shore.
Daniel Persaud and Ryan Wong were rushed to
the hospital and were pronounced dead.
Their passing left the Guyanese community
in a state of shock. Hundreds gathered at both
homes in Richmond Hill, in Little Guyana, to
pay their respects, including the students and
staff of MS137, the school that the victims
attended.
There were also friends and relatives from
far and near that expressed shock at the tragedies. Daniel was a loving child that cared for his
family. His mother Samantha Singh wrote on
social media that their “hearts are shattered” at
his passing. His father Brith Persaud, described
Daniel as an “amazing kid”.
Ryan Wong lived a few blocks away from
Daniel. His home was also filled with mourners. Ryan’s mother, Lisa Shiwmangal, is from
Port Mourant in Berbice, Guyana. At Ryan’s
funeral, Pastor Steven called Ryan an exemplary young man that was doing well in school,
and was tipped to go far in life.
The passing of both young men leaves
families that are devastated, and who must now
spend time trying to heal.
More tragedies followed in the week after
the drowning of the two young boys. It was
another fair Friday when Little Guyana went
about its business. But then flames and fumes
in 125 Street filled the surrounding area.
Several buildings were engulfed in fire and
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the smoke could be seen miles away. This
was no ordinary fire. It quickly moved from
one building to the next, and the heat was so
intense that some homes across the street were
scorched. It took over 200 fire fighters to bring
the fire under control. Mayor Eric Adams visited the families and expressed his concern and
sympathies.
At first, the television news stated that no
one was injured. But this was later retracted. It
was learned that three persons died. They were
Nandaraj Persaud, 59; his wife Bibi Shalima, 53;
and their son, Devon, 22.
The victims were all from Guyana. They
lived in the basement of the house. This fire
is bound to raise questions about basement
occupancy and the need for exits, and fire
alarms, among other requirements. A number
of persons have had to be rehoused as a result
of the fire.
Pandit Chunelall Narine, priest in charge of
the Shri Trimurti Bhavan in Queens, opened
the doors of the Mandir to a family and
their children, until they were able to find
other accommodation. A GoFundMe drive has
raised thousands of dollars for the families, and
many offers of food, clothing, and toys, have
poured in for the affected families.
A meeting was held at the Masjid al Abidin,
in Liberty Avenue, to discuss the services
that could be offered to the victims. Several
community organisations were present, and
interviews were held with those affected to
determine what help could be given.
In the days that followed, Rohan Narine
from Community Affairs, in the Mayor’s
Office, was extremely busy trying to make the
process simple.
One affected householder, Santram
Dukhbanjan, 80, called Rohan “a Godsend”; he
also thanked the Mayor’s Office for its support.
The tragedies in the community have been
felt far beyond Richmond Hill, and it was great
to see the kindness and caring of people as they
opened their hearts and wallets to help.

Daniel Persaud perished at Jamaica Bay in Queens, New York

Ryan Wong perished at Jamaica Bay in Queens, New York

The devastation from the fire in Richmond Hill, Little Guyana

Community leaders meet at Masjid al Abidin in Liberty Avenue
to help the victims of the fire
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OBITUARY: FRANK D’ALMADA

Stalwart of the Guyanese sugar industry & a ‘very good human being’
Frank D’Almada: 1928-2022
An Appreciation
By David Eastwood
he many friends of Francis D’Almada,
“Frank” to all who knew him, although
saddened by the news of his death in
his 95th year on June 12, 2022, will draw some
consolation from the knowledge that he passed
away peacefully, with family members present,
at his rooms in The Wexford Residence retirement nursing home in Toronto where he lived
for much of his final decade.
A stalwart of the Guyanese sugar industry,
Frank’s professional life began when he was
accepted for a one-year apprenticeship with
the Ministry of Agriculture in the then British
Guiana, following which he joined Bookers
Sugar Estates as a
Field Overseer – the
first step in a distinguished 43-year
career.
Frank’s
commitment to high
professional standards, and his personal qualities, soon
marked him out
for advancement.
He was, indeed, a
personal choice of
Jock Campbell for
early promotion
to
management
level, the first such
appointment of a At home in Wexford
“non-European” person within the Bookers
organisation.
The passing of the years saw Frank advance
with BSE from Field Overseer in 1945 to
(Estate) Administrative manager in 1972, and
after the nationalisation of BSE, to the position
in 1978 of Berbice Regional Director with the
Guyana Sugar Corporation, responsible for
all operational and administrative matters on
the Blairmont, Rose Hall, Albion, and Skeldon
sugar estates. He held this position until his
retirement in 1991.
Frank’s death reduces further the already
dwindling number of the remaining visionaries, scientists, engineers, managers, and workers, who in the late 1950s-early 1960s, created
in BSE a technically proficient, well-managed
sugar company with high work standards,
which for a time was one of the most productive in the world in terms of sugar yield per
unit of cultivated land per annum.
Frank’s dedication to the principles underlying this achievement never wavered, and
even though the political and social changes
following Guyana’s Independence in 1966, and
the nationalisation of the sugar industry in the
mid-1970s (compounded by a series of extreme
weather events in the 1980s) often prevented
their implementation, he remained committed
to, and optimistic about, the industry.
In itself, Frank’s professional achievement is
cause for celebration, but as the many received
messages of respect and admiration attest, he
gave so much more, and was recognised with
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affection across the industry for his personal
qualities (including his immediately recognisable working uniform of short trousers and
long socks).
Harold Davis speaks for so many when he
writes, “Frank was one of the most generous
people I know, and I learnt a great deal about
life and practical agriculture from him”.
Also, Ian McDonald wrote, “Frank was a
wonderful man, hugely knowledgeable, practical, down to earth and good fun too.”
Frank’s abilities, experience, and energy
were fully employed in the decade following
his “retirement”.
From 1992 to 1994 he was seconded
through the Commonwealth Secretariat to
the St Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corporation
as
Agricultural
Development
Manager,
and
in 1995, he was
recruited
by
Booker
Tate,
and after a short
posting to the
Sugar Company
of Jamaica as
Agriculture
Manager
at
Monymusk, was
seconded in 1996
to Guyana to join
the team working
on the Guysuco
rehabilitation proResidence in Toronto gramme.
Initially designated “Agricultural Manager
(Projects)”, Frank proved a source of knowledge, sound advice, and most of all, good
friendship to the then Estates Director (and
present writer) David Eastwood, before moving to the Skeldon Estate modernisation
project in 1999 as Agricultural Development
Manager. Here he provided many fond memories for Peter Longley and George McIntyre
before retiring and moving to Toronto in the
first years of the 21st century.
In Toronto, Frank enjoyed a full social
life, paid attention to his diet, and kept fit
by regularly walking. However, a developing
problem with his knees gradually reduced
his mobility, and eventually he moved to The
Wexford Residence, where despite his problem,
he helped organise residents’ activities, and was
always ready to give help at need.
It was always a pleasure to spend time with
him there, especially with members of my
family, with whom he would reminisce about
Guyana “then and now”.
I last met Frank in August 2019 when he was
in fine spirits. The pandemic prevented any
further contact, other than by telephone. He
came through this time under the care of the
Wexford staff, and then left us in June.
We shall miss him greatly, and as will so
many, echo Barry Newton’s words that “Frank’s
long life provided joy and friendship to so
many”, while agreeing with Ian McDonald that
“I just simply think that he was a very good
human being”.

Frank – August 2019

Frank in working uniform with his team
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OBITUARY: LYNETTE SUE

W

Lynette Sue: March 31, 1951 - June 11, 2022

hat can I say about Lynette Sue that
could best describe her? This ‘Three
Times a Lady’ is one of the best
ways to describe the wife of the late Norman
Sue of Norman Sue Bakery. A wife, a mother
and a friend… a simple person and the ‘silent’
partner in the duo that created the Norman
Sue Legacy. Lynette never knew what an impact
she had on her family and the community at
large; how she touched lives and hearts of those
she came in contact with.
Lynette is the eldest of 11, all who live in
the GTA and the mother of five; Kim (Neville
Manbahal/Ram Naraine), Natasha (late Alan
Ramadhar), Nashenka (Jake Kistow), Nadia
(Richard Narine/Jason Bhagwandin), and
Norman Jr. (Ashley Windsor); grandmother
of Jennilyn, Nyssa (Peter), Alisha (Adrian),
Felisha, Adam, Andy, Ariel, Justin, Hunter,
Kaleb, and great grandmother to Xavier. When
Lynette and her late husband, Norman Sue,
started Norman Sue Bakery in the late 1970s,
they were looking to bring a little of Guyana
to Toronto. They worked tirelessly together
to make the Norman Sue brand a household
name. To say they succeeded is putting it
mildly.
Mom always offered a plate of food and a
glass of drink to anyone who did, or did not ask.
Sometimes, many times, she saw things before
they happened. At times, she even opened her
home. Her touch was warm, her voice was
melodious, and her laugh contagious. Always a
pleasure to be around.
MOM, you will be missed by many, but
mostly by the family you built. The sound of
your voice will echo in our hearts FOREVER!!!
Now reunited with the love of your life, you
can dance like no one is watching, and sing
like no one is listening… UNTIL WE MEET
AGAIN!!!! 		
(Natasha Sue)
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DIASPORA: CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES

Ancient wisdom in namkarana samskara – the naming a child
By Pandita Dr Indrani Rampersad
he naming ritual (namkarana samskara) of a Hindu
child bonds the child to the parents, community,
and cosmos. The parents prepare to receive a child
and meet the child’s material and spiritual needs. Ideally, this
happens within a community-recognised family structure.
While there are deviations in
today’s world, the essence of
the naming ritual remains
alive. It reinforces the
Hindu worldview that
connects child, parent,
community, and
cosmos, generating
a strong sense of
duty, focus, and
meaningfulness in life.
During their
marriage samskara,
the couple would have
been told of their duty
to bring forth and rear
children who are nationnd
s
it a
builders. They would have
er
In d r a i R a m p
n
recited mantras entreating them
to see themselves as twin forces in the sustenance of society
and the universe.
Hindu marriage is a sacrament and not a contract, and this
sentiment still holds, even if divorces are now a viable option
in failed marriages.
Sixteen major samskaras focus on shaping the child’s
psychological, spiritual, and material being. In our part of the
diaspora, we perform the rites and rituals mainly found in
North Indian folk cultures. It is a community celebration when
a baby is born and this event is marked by several rites and
rituals conducted over many days, and accompanied by folk
songs and dancing.
The namkarana samskara, or naming ceremony, is
performed on the eleventh day after the child is born, on the
101st day, or on the first birthday of the child. This may vary
according to different sampradayas (spiritual lineages) within
the Hindu world.

T
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The name of the
child is specially chosen,
taking into consideration
the configuration of the
planets in the skies at the
time of birth.
A special chosen letter
is used to start that special
or rasi name that is only
called and used on ritual
occasions in the life of a
person.
This naming ritual is
centered on a yajna or
puja with the holy Agni
(Fire) in the middle.
At the start, the
father says to the child,
in ancient Vedic poetic
verses called mantras:
“O Child! Since
your birth, we have
been looking after
your needs with
milk. Today, as we
prepare to give you
a name, we do so
through this Naming
Ceremony of Namkarana Samskara. We don’t know for
sure who you are and from where you have come. We
don’t know what your special qualities are and what
impressions you bring from your previous lives. What
name shall we choose for you? O Lord, may we become
proud parents of a fine, heroic child and may we earn
enough wealth to provide for our child’s needs.” (Yajur
Veda 7:29)
At another stage, the parents chant the mantra saying:
“O child, who are you? From where have you come?
All we know is that you are an immortal atman/
consciousness. We welcome you into your new home and
we pray that you have a long and fruitful life. In this
lifetime we, your parents, give you the name [name of the

child is mentioned here.” (Gobhil 2:8:29).
The parents bless their child in high, sublime, ancient
poetry praying for the full span of life of the child, as they
recite,
“O [name of the child], May the sun hand you over to
the day, and may the day hand you over to the night.
May the night hand you over to day and night. May the
months lead you to seasons and may the seasons entrust
you to the year. May years add up to a full span of life,
leading to your senior years.”
At the end of the samskara, guests bless the child with
flowers, coloured rice, and mantras, praying for a long life
filled with lustre, brilliance, and wealth. There is much
merriment and feasting.
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ARTS & LITERATURE

Text illuminates work done by T&T’s Presbyterian faithful

Teelucksingh, Jerome, ed: The
Missionary’s Right Hand: The
Presbyterian Church of Trinidad and
Tobago,
Aramalaya Presbyterian Church
he Missionary’s Right Hand: The
Presbyterian Church of Trinidad
and Tobago was published by
the Aramalaya Presbyterian Church
in Tunapuna, Trinidad, and edited by
Dr Jerome Teelucksingh. An editorial
committee of five persons assisted in the
compilation of the chapters.
The publication focuses on the
invaluable efforts of the native laity
working in tandem with missionaries
and overseas personnel from Canada
during the 19th and 20th centuries.
The monograph has seven chapters, but
is not merely an historical account of
the work of spreading the Gospel and
conversion.
Some of the research in The
Missionary’s Right Hand is relevant
to Trinidad and Tobago in 2022. For
instance, those seeking answers to the recent scandal involving
the abuse in children’s homes could possibly benefit from
reading the book’s first chapter – Presbyterian Homes for
Indian Girls in Trinidad 1890-1912: Continuity and Change by
Dr Gelien Matthews of the Department of History at UWI,

St Augustine. This will make readers
appreciate how to effectively operate
and manage homes for children.
Similarly, Chapter 6 on Hillview
College by Robert Ramsahai (a former
teacher of Hillview), provides an
insight into the benefits of proper
leadership, and organisation of a
Presbyterian secondary school that
produced outstanding students. It
is a reflection on how Presbyterian
and other denominational schools
have been the crucible for fostering
excellence and patriotism.
The book’s research illuminates
the forgotten heroes and unsung
heroines of the Presbyterian Church
who contributed to nation-building.
These patriotic souls sought to uplift
the downtrodden, marginalised, and
scorned in the colonial society.
Perhaps The Missionary’s Right
Hand: The Presbyterian Church of
Trinidad and Tobago will encourage
Presbyterians and others to appreciate
the sacrifices and dedication of past church workers.
Also, possibly those ‘lost sheep’ among the Presbyterian
flock will read this book and sense the need to return. The
Presbyterian Church and its schools have helped produce
thousands of upright and law-abiding citizens.

Wright, Carl: Global Citizen: Grass Roots Activism
and High Diplomacy, Hansib Publications
ritten from the perspective of a grassroots activist,
Commonwealth diplomat and local government
leader, Carl Wright recalls rare insights into the
relationships between inter-governmental organisations, global
associations of mayors and trade unions, and the effects of
political and social advocacy.
He draws extensively on his experiences of working in the
Commonwealth, the United Nations, and the European Union
at the senior level.
During the past 50 years Wright engaged with world leaders
and political icons from across the globe, among them Nelson
Mandela, Desmond Tutu, Indira Gandhi, Julius Nyerere,
Shridath Ramphal, Fidel Castro, Aung San Suu Kyi, Ban
Ki-moon, Cyril Ramaphosa, Helen Clark, and Bob Hawke.
“Not many have lived the life of a Global Citizen, but

Carl Wright has. His melding of grass roots activism and
international diplomacy – as he did at the Commonwealth
Secretariat and beyond – made for a better world. These
recollections are a textbook for a generation still in need
of learning the compulsions of global citizenship,” said Sir
Shridath ‘Sonny’ Ramphal, former Commonwealth SecretaryGeneral (1975-1990).
Wright made official visits to some 100 countries, from
developed to developing nations, to fragile States and countries
undergoing democratic transition, and has witnessed firsthand
what is required to implement good governance.
These high-level missions included most of the 54 nations
of the Commonwealth, along with visits to some of the world’s
least visited countries, among them Moldova, Myanmar, and
South Sudan.
These interactions, and many other onsite encounters, are
presented as recollections in his book, which Wright describes

T

Dr Jerome Teelucksingh (right) at the launch of
The Missionary’s Right Hand

Wright’s personal, candid book calls for global understanding, co-operation

W

as, “What it was like to be there”.
It is a personal and candid
account that delivers a critical
message: the need for global
understanding and co-operation.
With the rise of political
populists, authoritarian
strongmen and violent
extremists, Wright implores
us to strengthen fragile
international relations, and
mitigate the threat of conflict,
which is currently real and everpresent.
Published during a period
of overlapping global crises, the book provides timely and
essential reading on international relations.

Latest acquisition in the cycle of life: my Raleigh Superbe

T

he Raleigh Superbe was described as the Rolls Royce
of bicycles. With its dark green colour, reminiscent of
movie star Elizabeth Taylor’s Rolls Royce, the Superbe
of the 1960’s and 1970’s was a superb bike. I was lucky to
purchase one recently, a Raleigh vintage cruising bike made
in 1978. The date it was made, found on the rear hub, was 02
78 – (February, 1978). I bought it from the wife of an elderly
gentleman who had moved to a Care Home. His riding days
were over.
Raleigh, the bicycle manufacturer from
Nottingham, England, started his business
Bernard
in 1887. It had a long and illustrious history,
Heydorn
until it was bought out in 2012 by the Accell
Group, a Dutch bicycle maker.
In 1902, it used the three gear hub, a
technological breakthrough at the time.
The three speed “ticker” was popular among males in British
Guiana when I was a child.
The bicycle, once seen as a sign of poverty, became a
symbol of sophistication. Cyclists, male and female, peddling
to work in Georgetown in the 1950s and 1960s, were a familiar
sight during my boyhood days. Raleigh bikes would have been
prominent among them.
My 1978 Raleigh Superbe in dark (bronze) green, was
reportedly the colour of Elizabeth Taylor’s eyes, hence her
choice of a dark green colour for her Rolls Royce. The
Superbe’s lighting system was dynamo powered, hence its
classic retro appeal. The bike can still be seen on the streets of
Toronto these days. With the price of gas sky-high, bicycles are
back in demand.
At the Superbe’s crushing speed of 30 kilometres per hour
in top gear, the flickering dynamo light puts out a sharp beam
(1.8W@6V) to cut the darkness. The dynamo rear, red light
and red reflector, keep you safe at night. To find a dynamo hub
and to install it these days on your bike could cost you over
$200. The dynamo system was in production from 1945 to
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None of the members of my family of nine ever owned a
1984.
new bicycle in British Guiana when I was growing up.
When I purchased the bike I checked the lights. It used
I have found one practical problem with my Raleigh
to fascinate me as a child. I rode around our backyard in the
Superbe – how to mount and dismount it. The carrier at the
dark, taking me back to childhood. In our day, the dynamo
often seen in Guyana was the “bottle” shaped one that spun on back does not make it easier. To get on, I have to wrestle it to
the ground, and hold it down while I slip a leg over the cross
the side of the front tire. That action could wear the tire out
bar.
somewhat, or slow you down a bit. In rain and flooded roads
To dismount it is even more hazardous!
as in Guyana, the dynamo lost some of its
Having come to a stop, I look for some level
efficiency.
ground. Now I have to bend even lower to
The Superbe has a steel
the ground and swing my back foot even
frame and rims, made
further and higher to clear the rear carrier
to last. The dynamo was
and cross bar. I usually make it after three
also made to last, working
attempts! How I will manage this as I get
perfectly in mine, now
older, into my 80s and 90s, is left to be seen.
over 40 years old.
I have seven bicycles that I have collected.
It is a joy to ride,
Three are Raleighs – Superbe made in
cruising uphill or downhill. It can carry
England, and Matterhorn (my wife’s bike),
three passengers – a rider, a passenger on
and Legend, made in Canada.
the front cross bar, and one on the carrier at
I recently went to a Canadian Vintage
the rear of the bike. You can perhaps carry
Antique Bicycle Show in Burford, Ontario,
a saddle bag at the back for luggage, and a
and saw a wide range of bicycles going back
front basket for groceries. The carrier has
many years. The Raleigh was there, Superbe
a clip down to ensure you don’t lose your
was there, also CCM, and many other makes
valuables along the road.
and models.
For your security, the Superbe has a “fork”
It was fascinating to see the universal
lock. Remember those? If you lost the key,
impact of the bicycle over time. My father
you were in big trouble. If you saw a man
used to call his old bicycle his “feet” as he
walking down the road lifting the front
An intrepid cyclist, Bernard used it to get to work, church, market, and
wheel of the bike, you could stop and ask
with his Raleigh Superbe
anywhere else he had to go.
him a few questions.
The children called it “the gallows” from which you could
A Raleigh bike sold for about $120 (British West Indies) in
hang yourself! We survived “the gallows”, and I ended up
British Guiana in the 1950’s. It was carried by D.M. Fernandes
riding it to school at St Stanislaus College in Georgetown. Long
and other companies. My father’s salary as a Public Health
live the bicycle!
Inspector was about the same as this price for a month’s work.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines I’ll be talking
A Raleigh bike in Canada at the same time cost $60 Canadian
to you.
– a week’s salary.
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TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Fiery chaos in PoS

Guyana’s President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali (centre, left) with T&T’s Minister of Youth Development &
National Service, Foster Cummings (centre right), and members of the delegations from Guyana & T&T after
cooperation talks were held between both nations at President’s House in Georgetown late last month

T&T, Guyana hold regional food security talks
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana made
further moves last week to strengthen economic and social
cooperation after talks were held between Guyana’s President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, and a T&T delegation that was led by
the Minister of Youth Development and National Service, Foster
Cummings.
According to a government report out of Trinidad and
Tobago, Cummings and the delegation from Port-of-Spain met
on June 30 in Georgetown with President Ali, and a government
delegation.
Participants in the Guyana delegation included Vice
President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, the Minister of Agriculture,
Zulfikar Mustapha, and other dignitaries.
The discussions between both groups covered a range of
topics that included agriculture and agro-processing, with a
key focus placed on youth in agriculture. However, the overall
objective of the discussions focused on the future of Trinidad

and Tobago and Guyana collaborating on regional food security.
Ali made a commitment to work with Trinidad and Tobago’s
Prime Minister, Dr Keith Rowley, to ensure that these initiatives
come to fruition in the shortest possible timeframe.
Last May Trinidad and Tobago and Guyana signed a memorandum of understanding on renewed and enhanced co-operation. The commitment by both countries came after a three-day
agri-investment forum in Guyana, which was held between May
19-21 in Georgetown.
The agreement seeks to address partnerships in areas of trade
and investment, including non-tariff barriers, agriculture and
food security, energy, infrastructure, security, education, tourism, sports and culture, with the aim of developing strategic
co-operation and partnerships.
Earlier this week Ali and Rowley again met for further talks
on strategic and economic cooperation, this time at the 43rd
Caricom Summit, which ended yesterday.

From Page 1
of life,” he said.
He added: “I think in Trinidad and Tobago, the time has
come for us to declare violence as a public health emergency,
and we need to find solutions to treating violence in the population.”
He noted if a disease was killing people at the rate people
in the population were being affected by violence, then there
would be no difficulty in labelling it a public health emergency.
“We need to focus on this question of how much violence is
generated in our population, in the home, in the school, on the
roadway. I would say that this violence, which is a public health
emergency, has pushed itself up to the number one concern in
our country,” he said.
However, on Monday following the Saturday morning shooting of the three men in Port-of-Spain by police, angry residents
from Port-of-Spain East, including Beetham Gardens, Sea Lots,
and Duncan Street, took to the streets, setting debris and tires
on fire, and blocking roads in a direct response to the killings.
Fabien Richards, his cousin Isaiah Roberts, and Leonardo
Williams were all fatally shot along Independence Square South
in Port-of-Spain following a confrontation with police last
Saturday morning.
Investigators have claimed they were fired upon by the men,
who were the occupants of a vehicle stopped by police.
However, the area’s residents claim otherwise, saying the
men were unarmed, and were on their way home following a
birthday party.
On Monday morning, enraged residents staged one of the
largest co-ordinated protests against police since June 2020.
They set fire to debris on main arteries leading into and out of
the capital. Huge, thick, black plumes of smoke ballooned over
Port-of-Spain’s skyline, creating an ominous scene for nationals
uncertain about what was unfolding.
The chaos led to a major traffic gridlock going into Port-ofSpain and surrounding areas. Terrified motorists caught in the
blockade attempted to turn around, and many drove the wrong
way along one-way lanes to escape.
According to media reports, four health centres under the
management of the North West Regional Health Authority
suspended services, along with public transport, which was
similarly impacted.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Accounting Bookkeeper

How to apply
By email
christopher@rrcpa.ca
By fax
866-588-5501
By mail
5109 Steeles Ave West
Suite 204
North York, ON
M9L 2Y8
In person
5109 Steeles Ave West
Suite 204
North York, ON
M9L 2Y8
Between 09:00 AM to
05:00 PM

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

North York, Ontario
$25.00 hourly for 37.5 to 44 hours per week
Permanent Employment - Full Time
Day, Overtime, Morning
Starts as soon as possible
Benefits: Other benefits, financial benefits
2 vacancies

•
•
•
•
•
•

Language: English
Education: Bachelor's Degree
Experience: 1 year to less than 2 years
Security & Safety: Criminal Record Check
Financial Benefits: Bonus, Gasoline Paid
Other Benefits: Free parking available;
Learning/training paid by employer

Specific Skills
Reconcile accounts; Prepare trial balance of books; Post journal entries; Calculate fixed
assets and depreciation; Maintain general ledgers & financial statements; Calculate & prepare
cheques for payroll; Prepare other statistical, financial & accounting reports; Prepare tax
returns; Keep financial records & establish, maintain & balance various accounts using manual
and computerised bookkeeping systems;
Business Equipment & Computer Applications
ACCPAC; MS Excel; MS Windows; Accounting software; Quick Books; Simply Accounting;
Caseware/Caseview;
Work Conditions and Physical Capabilities
Fast-paced environment; Work under pressure; Repetitive tasks; Attention to detail; Tight
deadlines; Overtime required;
Personal Suitability
Effective interpersonal skills; Flexibility; Accurate; Team player; Excellent oral communication;
Excellent written communication; Client focus; Judgement; Reliability; Organised;

Include this reference number in your application:
RRCPA

This employer promotes equal employment opportunities for all job applicants, including
those self-identifying as a member of these groups: Apprentices, Indigenous people, Persons
with disabilities, Newcomers to Canada, Seniors, Veterans, Visible minorities, Youth.

Include the following when
submitting your application:
Cover letter

Employer accepts applications from: Canadian citizens & permanent residents of Canada;
Other candidates with or without a valid Canadian work permit.
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Rowley stands by embattled AG Armour
Port-of-Spain – The Law Association of Trinidad and concerned about the Piarco airport matter, when it was only
Tobago was last week criticised by Prime Minister Dr Keith concerned with helping their friends.
The whole matter has nothing to do with Armour recusing
Rowley over its plans to hold a special general meeting to
debate a motion of no confidence in Attorney General Reginald himself, Rowley declared.
Armour.
“It has to do with people stealing money from this country
Last month, a group of 40 attorneys signed a document ask- and trying to get away as their entitlement, evading their day in
court and making as much confusion,
ing LATT to convene a special general
blow as much smoke as you can...”
meeting to debate the motion and to
call on Armour to resign.
Additionally, “As for the Law
It made the request on the basis of
Association, the only thing I am conArmour’s potential breach of the legal
cerned about is who in this country
has the opportunity to pass a vote
code of ethics in a Miami case involvof no confidence against the Law
ing persons charged in the Piarco airAssociation? Because I want to vote,”
port corruption matter.
Rowley said.
The group is being led by attorney
Kiel Taklalsingh, and the debate will
Rowley also claimed that LATT had
sought to entrap him by surreptitiously
take place on July 15.
Instead of targeting Armour, Rowley
inviting him to be a witness in another matter involving Chief Justice Ivor
told the media last week he would like
Archie.
to take a vote of no confidence in
LATT. Also, that he continued to stand
“So, if you find me unfazed by the
Law Association, I have good grounds,
by Armour.
According to Rowley, Armour had
because they only seem to be interested
when it is time to create public discord.
made an error (in his affidavit to the
Miami court), and sought to rectify
When it is time to stand up for the
Keith Rowley
it. Also, he said that Armour has since made public statements public interest, they bury their heads in the sand like ostriches,”
he declared.
clarifying it on two occasions.
Rowley also declared no one has been able to prove that
On May 2, 2022, a Miami court ordered that Armour be
Armour was not telling the truth, that he had recused himself, disqualified from representing Trinidad and Tobago in the
civil proceedings in the US relating to charges arising from the
and had not been “thrown out” from the matter.
The Opposition was also cited by Rowley, which he claimed alleged fraud and corruption in the Piarco airport project.
has been leading the calls for Armour’s removal as AG.
The court also ordered that the law firm used by the State in
According to Rowley, the Opposition was pretending to be the matter, Sequor Law, be disqualified.

Gary Griffith

Griffith seeks CoP role

Armour was appointed Attorney General in a surprise
Port-of-Spain – A motion of no confidence against Attorney
General Reginald Armour, SC, will be debated by the Law Cabinet reshuffle on March 16.
He later failed to disclose his full involvement as a defence
Association on July 15.
The move comes following a requisition to the Law attorney for former government minister Brian Kuei Tung and
Association by 40 lawyers on June 15 to convene a Special Renee Pierre, who are charged in the Piarco case, when he met
with US lawyers prosecuting Kuei Tung and
General Meeting to debate a motion of no
others in a $200 million civil asset forfeiture
confidence against Armour, the titular head of
case. The case has been ongoing in Miami for
the bar.
18 years.
The request came after details of Armour’s
On May 2, a US judge automatically disqualipossible breach of the legal code of ethics were
fied Armour and the law firm Sequor Law on
revealed in a Miami case against people charged
the grounds of an apparent conflict of interest,
in the Piarco corruption case.
as Armour was both chief prosecutor and a forIn a letter to Kiel Taklalsingh, secretary of the
mer defence attorney.
Law Association, Bijili Lalla said the association
The government of Trinidad and Tobago
had written to Armour “advising him of your
has since retained another US law firm, White
letter wherein a requisition for a [SGM] was
and Case, to appeal the ruling by US judge
made.”
Reemberto Diaz.
The letter added, “Please be advised that the
A request for an expedited appeal has since
requested will be held on July 15, 2022, at 2 pm
been thrown out by the US appeal court.
at a location to be announced. We will advise
Reginald Armour
Former attorney general Faris Al-Rawi has since replaced
you once a location has been identified for the physical hosting
of the event. Further, we advise that the meeting will be facili- Armour as the client representative for the government in the
tated in a hybrid format, that is, the membership’s access to the US lawsuit, which comes up for trial in September.
The Law Association has also opened a separate investigation
SGM will be virtual or physical based on individual member
into the Armour’s conduct.
preference.”

Port-of-Spain - Former Commissioner of Police Gary
Griffith confirmed last week he has applied for the now-vacant
position of Commissioner of Police.
“If God has given me a gift I think it would be improper for
me not to utilise the gift to help my country,” he said.
Griffith is the interim political leader of the National
Transformation Alliance. As he later indicated, 92 percent of
“the rank and file of the NTA” wanted him to reapply for the
role.
Additionally, six percent of the NTA’s membership want
him to remain in the political arena. However, since he was a
“patriot” and “a humble servant” he had to listen to the voice
of the people.
“Based on that, I have reapplied for the post of Commissioner
of Police… The voice of the people is the voice of God. It would
be improper for me to be a servant of this country and to disregard the requests by others. If it is it does not work, there would
be other avenues for me to serve my country.”
Griffith served as police commissioner from August
2018-August 2021.
In his last month, Bliss Seepersad, Police Service Commission
chairman, suspended Griffith in the face of an investigation into
the granting of firearm user’s licences.
However, she later withdrew the suspension, which had not
been sanctioned by the other three members of the commission.
Also, after a meeting with Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
at President’s House, Seepersad withdrew a merit list naming
Griffith as the top nominee for the post as police commissioner.
Griffith has since claimed that Rowley intervened to block
his nomination. According to media reports, Rowley has since
said that he lost confidence in Griffith a year into his tenure, and
had complained to the PSC.
Griffith has indicated he applied for the commissioner position three times in the past, topped the exams for the post each
time, and intended to do so again.
He added that, although there were criminal elements that
would not want him to return – including those in business, and
in the police service – he had confidence that the present PSC
“would do what is required”.
However, he stated that if he was not appointed, then he
would give the new CoP “the best support.”
Trinidad and Tobago’s police force is now being led by Acting
Commissioner of Police, McDonald Jacob.

Port-of-Spain – A member of his own police force fired the
bullet that killed Police Constable Clarence Gilkes in April, the
Police Complaints Authority stated last week.
The PCA further indicated that members of the Trinidad
and Tobago Police Service abused their power, and deliberately
misled Acting Commissioner of Police McDonald Jacob over
the killing.
These were the findings by the PCA following completion of
its investigation into the fatal shooting of Gilkes.
In a statement, the PCA said it concluded that “this incident
is one of the clearest examples of abuse of police power that the
PCA has investigated to date”.
According to the PCA, the evidence revealed that officers of
the TTPS shot at an unarmed civilian, an action that saw Gilkes
becoming an unintended target.
Further evidence revealed that police officers deliberately
misled Jacob on the events that had transpired, the PCA said.
“The scientific evidence gathered by the PCA clearly demonstrates PC Gilkes was fatally shot by one of his fellow officers.
However, before this evidence became apparent, the police officers informed the Ag CoP that an unarmed civilian would have
shot PC Gilkes, which led to his death, and caused the police
service to launch a manhunt in order to ‘deal with the persons
responsible for this act’,” the PCA said.
The PCA said it has made recommendations to both the

Ornella Greaves. She was shot dead two years ago while recording protests at Beetham Gardens.
Similar to the Gilkes’ investigation, the PCA indicated that its
findings and recommendations have both been sent to the DPP.
Greaves was a mother of five and was pregnant when she was
shot during a violent clash between police officers and Beetham
Garden residents on June 30, 2020.
Residents were protesting the police shooting of Joel Jacobs,
Israel Clinton, and Noel Diamond four days earlier.
Greaves had left her home to record the protest with her
phone when she was seen lying on the ground following gunshots. She had been hit in the lower torso.
Then-police commissioner Gary Griffith refuted claims by
residents that Greaves had been killed by police. However, in its
release, the PCA suggested otherwise.
“During one of these protests, Ms Ornella Greaves, an
expectant mother of five, left her home in Beetham Gardens
to observe what was happening and was fatally shot by police
gunfire,” the PCA said last week.
“During the course of its enquiries, the PCA’s team reviewed
the available documentary and medical evidence; statements
of victims and persons who were present during the protests;
reports of police officers; evidence elicited from CCTV Footage
and Digital Information, as well as the findings of an independent expert witness,” the PCA stated.

Lawyers to debate no confidence against AG Armour

Officer Gilkes killed with bullet fired by own colleague says PCA
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David West
Clarence Gilkes
office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and the office of the
Commissioner of Police, its director David West said last week.
According to West, one of the recommendations was to
interview under caution certain police officers involved in the
shooting. He added that in this way, the PCA would comply
with the principles of natural justice and due process without
delay.
“The PCA looks forward to the TTPS completing their investigation in a timely manner,” he added.
Meanwhile, in another investigation involving police action,
the PCA said upon completion of its investigation, it has found
that officers may have been culpable in the shooting death of
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India’s Gen-X whirls, spins, & pushes boundaries in Dil Chahta Hai
By Nandini Balial
n 2001, India marked the beginning of a period of
economic stability. Jobs outsourced from the developed
world arrived in India, where almost every college graduate
spoke English. Indians in their thirties and forties had more
disposable income than ever before. It was possible, perhaps for
the first time since India’s independence from Great Britain
in 1947, to be a young, economically independent
professional in India.
Farhan Akhtar’s directorial debut Dil Chahta
Hai, which hit cinemas in August of 2001, is
about that new generation: graduating from
college, being upwardly mobile, financially secure,
and able to not care.
Akash (Amir Khan), Sameer (Saif Ali Khan), and Siddharth
(called Sid by his friends, played by Akshaye Khanna) live with
their parents, but their lives are comfortable, and influenced
heavily by Western culture. Their hair is spiked with product.
They dance to synth-heavy rock-pop music in a club lit by
blacklights, dressed in leather pants and tank tops made of
fluorescent mesh.
Even the film’s first song – lyrics for the movie
were penned by renowned screenwriter, poet, and
the director’s father, Javed Akhtar – proclaims this proudly:
“We are new/Why should our style be old?” The song is
nothing less than an anthem for new India. They don’t care
what came before. They’re the masters of their own fate.
But it wasn’t just about the experimental choreography,
or the songs that felt more like conversations than grandiose
production numbers. No character under the age of 50 ever
wears traditional Indian attire. The film is also gut-bustingly
hilarious, so much so that it was only on my family’s fourth or
fifth trip to the movies that we managed to hear every line of
dialogue. We shook with laughter till we wept.
The concept of three male protagonists is not new. It’s an
echo of the trinity present in both Hinduism and Christianity,
and the three stripes on the Indian national flag.
The 1977 blockbuster Amar Akbar Anthony (1977) featured
three brothers separated by fate, raised in different faiths
(Hindu, Muslim, Christian) but ultimately, and gloriously,
reunited.
Chashme Baddoor (1981) is an indie cinema cornerstone of
my parents’ youth, right down to its locale and demographics:
three twentysomething friends (two slackers and one gainfully
employed) live together in New Delhi, whiling the time by
chain-smoking, swilling chai, and, in severe contrast to their
perpetual quoting of sensitive Urdu romantic poetry, catcalling
women.
Farhan Akhtar’s sister Zoya, who served as the casting
director on Dil Chahta Hai, and has since built an
extraordinary career in her own right, added to the genre
with Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (2011), a buddy road trip
comedy set in Spain, starring her own brother as part of the
protagonists’ trio.
Akash, Sid, and Sameer were unusual because you felt you
knew them. They are completely at ease together, in possession
of a longstanding familiarity with each other’s quirks, habits,
and tics.
Sid is a sensitive artist, wont to avoid large gatherings but
calls his friends in the middle of the night to come look at a
painting he has just finished. Sameer is a bit of a dope, highly
impressionable, and falls in love with comical frequency. And
Akash, the pseudo-ringleader, is a prankster, unable to take
anything seriously. His willingness to do anything for a laugh
later causes the film’s pivotal rift.
I felt – and still feel – I knew all three men, but had never
seen their stories onscreen before.
In addition to the film’s male leads are the women in
their lives, not all of whom are romantic partners. Shalini (a
bubbly yet vulnerable Preity Zinta) catches Akash’s eye at their
graduation party, and hitting on her causes funny long- and
short-term consequences.
Tara Jaiswal (Dimple Kapadia, for whom the part was
written, and who described the role as one “to die for”) is an
older woman and alcoholic divorcée whom Sid befriends and
becomes a confidante for.
There are no less than three women in Sameer’s life: the
imperious Priya (played by scene-stealer Suchitra Pillai);
Kristine the Swiss hippie (Beatrice Gibson); and finally, Pooja
(Sonali Kulkarni), the daughter of his parents’ friends who is
proposed, much to Sameer’s abject horror, as a candidate for
their arranged marriage.
Our three heroes’ general bonhomie brings us to Chapter
11, where the film fractures its narrative into three separate
lives. I won’t reveal the nature of the break. I call it by its
chapter listing on my family’s DVD copy of Dil Chahta Hai, a
sequence my brother and I found so upsetting we skipped it
every time we watched the movie. This, to our considerable
grief, eventually rendered the disc unplayable.

I
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Album cover from Dil Chata Hai

Nuggets from Dil Chahta Hai

F

arhan Akhtar met up with Preity Zinta when she
came to Mumbai for the screen test of her film Kya
Kehna. At that time, he told her that whenever he’d
make a film, he’d like her to be in it.

T
A

he original trio was supposed to include Hrithik
Roshan, Abhishek Bachchan, and Akshaye Khanna.

fter Roshan and Bachchan refused, Farhan Akhtar
had to wait for close to ten months to get an
appointment with Aamir Khan to discuss the project.

A

kshaye Khanna was originally supposed to play the
character of Akash. But, when Aamir Khan came
on board, they swapped roles.

S

aif Ali Khan almost pulled out since the movie
was to be made in sync sound instead of the actors
dubbing their lines.

F

arhan Akhtar, Javed Akhtar, and Shankar-EhsaanLoy travelled to Lonavala together and returned
with the title song fully written and composed in four
days.

T

he words chamkeele din almost didn’t make it into
the title song because Farhan Akhtar thought it
sounded like detergent.

B

efore Dil Chahta Hai, Farhan Akhtar also directed
the music video of Shankar Mahadevan’s popular
song, Breathless.

O

n their day off, choreographer Farah Khan
unintentionally set off the fire alarm in the hotel
the crew were staying in because she was cooking
biryani in her room.

P

reity Zinta loved the song Koi kahe kehta rahe so
much that she insisted on being part of it, even
though her character in the film did not attend the
same college as the gang.

T

he first time Preity Zinta heard the script, she joked
about it with Farhan saying that he was making a
chauvinistic all-boys film.

F
F

arhan was one of the assistant directors on Akshaye
Khanna’s debut film, Himalay Putra.
arhan suggested that he would love to make the
sequel of the movie with an all-female cast.

The film’s best indicator of cool is its score. Akhtar had
initially sought A.R. Rahman, but the job went to Shankar,
Ehsaan, and Loy, a trio – hey! – of relatively new Hindi film
composers.
Dil Chahta Hai was their breakout hit, and they’ve been
in constant demand ever since. The film’s title song backs
the three friends as they drive to a post-graduation holiday
in Goa, but none of them sing it. It’s a minimalist ode in the
background that defines a mood – an ease, a comfort, an
openness, jazzy, up for anything.
Akash, Sameer, and Sid fish, ride motorcycles, snooze on

a dock, try and fail to be pensive on a rented yacht, dine on
fresh waterfront meals as they watch the sunset. They have
nowhere to be, and where they are is just fine.
Perhaps the most arresting song in the film is “Koi
Kahe, Kehta Rahe,” the instantly catchy dance anthem,
sung by all three friends and their college classmates at
their graduation party. Its propulsive, steady percussion
provides priceless pep, pulling you into the narrative, your
feet and fingers tapping automatically.
Even the three character-defining songs – one for each
of the men – have unique feels and layers. “Kaisi Hai Yeh
Rut” is an exploration of Sid’s interior, which he shares
with no one, not even his friends. He sees the
world through a filter, not the kind on Instagram,
nor one that conceals or obscures. His view is
magical. There is serenity and light and wonder.
Sid doesn’t need food, drink, or a bed. He is
powered only by art and love. “Jaane Kyun” is a
conversation Akash has with Shalini, debating
the nature of love, and whether it is necessary.
They go back and forth: Udit Narayan sings for
Akash, and his cadence is cavalier, even flippant,
whereas playback singer’s Alka Yagnik’s vocals
for Shalini soar sweetly, more traditional in structure, gently
arguing in defense of love.
In my movie-watching life, Dil Chahta Hai was the first
time actors were changing costumes and locations not because
they were vamping while hopping from a Dutch meadow to
a Swiss hillside, but because their debate takes place over the
course of many days, weeks, and months.
Sameer goes on a journey in “Woh Ladki Hai Kahan,” a
whimsical, kooky take on a proud Hindi cinema tradition: the
meta song.
While on a movie date pondering the location of the girl of
his dreams, Sameer explores three distinct eras of Hindi films.
First is the black and white cinema of the 1940s and 1950s;
both Sameer and his date are dressed as Nargis and Shammi
Kapoor, draped in the beaded gowns and tuxedos common in
films during and post-World War II.
Next they travel to the 1960s and 1970s, a sequence that
ironically parodies Saif Ali Khan’s own mother, Sharmila
Tagore, and the ever-dashing Rajesh Khanna, both box office
superstars of the period. Everyone is bouncy, clad in bright
colors, paisley, tinted sunglasses, plaid, cravats for the boys and
headbands for the girls.
The final section mocks the 1980s and 1990s: Sameer and
his date ape Anil Kapoor, who never failed to charm with the
sweater tied round his neck, pompadour bouncing as he runs,
and Sridevi, wrapped in chiffon saris, hair puffed to the skies,
dancing on beautiful mountaintops.
Another aspect of Dil Chahta Hai’s appeal was its timing.
Released in August 2001, it was the first post-Y2K film to
focus on the lives of late Gen X Indians. The cast is playing
people in their early 20s; 60 percent of the film’s audience was
also on-screen.
Saif Ali Khan, when debating taking the role of Sameer,
was even warned that dressing like an ordinary dude from a
Bombay suburb would poison his job prospects. Joke’s on the
naysayers, because Khan’s then-plodding career skyrocketed
after Dil Chahta Hai, leading eventually to his powerhouse
dramatic roles in Parineeta and Omkara, and comedic turns in
Kal Ho Na Ho, and Hum Tum.
The average Indian watches hundreds of movies in which
young people strive to overrule their elders or die trying, so
the emotional impact of a movie about, by, and for young
Indians was monumental.
Dil Chahta Hai forever raised the bar for commercial Hindi
cinema. Lyrics had to be cool, fun, hip. Actors had to live in
the modern world, make their own decisions, and suffer the
consequences.
New trends emerged: new professions (computers, the
arts), the soul patch for men, halter tops for women (generally
Western dress for all), cell phone ownership, dating without a
single syllable of parental input.
Every film had to be at least this good, at least this relevant,
in order to succeed. Not bad for a director, who at the time the
film was released, was only 27.
I recently rewatched the film for the bazillionth time to
finish this essay, and noticed a few things I didn’t when I
was ten years old. The roads our trio use to drive to Goa
are straight. No lefts, no rights. But on the way back, to
foreshadow the complexity of their new adulthood, their drive
has bends and loops and turns.
Dil Chahta Hai also uses real-time sync sound, a first in
Hindi cinema. Perhaps most importantly, a word that rose to
mind, as I recited all the dialogues I’ve memorised, beat for
beat, with the actors, was “fresh”. The film has aged beautifully,
and like a bottle of fine wine, you’ll enjoy the last drop even
more than your first sip.
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How Kishore bore Madhubala’s illness

M

adhubala and Kishore Kumar’s
marriage has always been a talkedabout subject. There’s always been
speculation that when Madhubala fell ill it
snowballed into their relationship losing its
charm and affection.
Speaking to the press, Madhubala’s sister
Madhur Bhushan threw light on a different
side of the relationship. She revealed that
Kishore Kumar was
deeply affected by
the sudden diagnosis
of the hole in
Madhubala’s heart.
Madhur said: “He
was her husband.
He was, of course,
affected by it. When
they had gone to
London for apa’s
diagnosis, they were
accompanied by Dr
Aspi Golwalla, who
was a very famous
heart specialist.
When they found
out in London
that apa only had
two years to live,
it affected Kishore
bhaiya a lot.”
Kishore Kumar chose to put up a brave face
and not let his emotions get the better of him.
As Madhur revealed, he had to support
Madhubala, who was dealing with a graver
sense of tragedy.
Madhubala’s sister said: “Theirs was a love
marriage, and it is understandable how it must
have affected Kishore Kumar. He didn’t want
to show apa that he was hurt and worried for
her. He gave her courage and even on their
flight back home, he told her, ‘Dekhte hain,
kya hota hai’.”

When Madhubala and Kishore Kumar
came back from London, he broke the news to
Madhubala’s parents that she had a hole in her
heart, and that the doctors said that there was
no operation for it.
Madhur Bhushan revealed, “My poor
mother had fainted. All the sisters started
crying, and Kishore bhaiya also revealed that
apa would only live for two years.”
It was then that
Madhubala’s father,
Ataullah Khan gave
her courage.
Madhur further
said, “Despite her
condition, even
Madhu apa acted
with courage and
she assured our
father, ‘Aap inn
doctors ki baton
ko mat suno. Main
bilkul tandarust
hoon, aap filmein
sign karo, meri dates
lo, main teen dinn
baad shooting karne
jaungi. [Please don’t
pay heed to what the
doctors are saying. I
am fit and fine. You
please sign new films, give my dates, I will start
shooting three days from now].”
While Madhubala’s resilience was
commendable, it was Kishore Kumar who
again acted with maturity.
As revealed by Madhur Bhushan: “Kishore
ji said, ‘Madhu this is no joke. Please don’t
do this. Rest at least for six months. Let’s wait
and watch’. Those six months turned into nine
years. She was bedridden for those nine years,
and the entire family was in a terrible shock,
we used to cry day in and day out.”

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

Varun Dhawan
hile in his ten years of career
in Bollywood, he is known for
being part of all the mainstream
commercial potboilers and pop-corn
entertainment, Varun Dhawan is also the actor
who worked in films like Badlapur, October,
and now working with filmmakers like Nitesh
Tiwari and Amar Kaushik.
The actor shares how he has reached the
stage of his career, where he is choosing to
work with filmmakers who would give him
challenges to grow as a creative person.
Keeping the pressure of his latest released
Jug Jugg Jeeyo aside, the actor opens
up, “When you are part of a big-budget
commercial film, it is only natural that the
pressure is huge, and we all want to play
safe to recover the investment. But that at
times could stop my growth as an actor, as
a performer. When I worked with Soojit da
in October and Sriram sir in Badlapur, they
helped me to discover a side of me as an
actor that I did not know; it was challenging
and they pushed me to extract something
different.”
He added, “When we are working on a
content-heavy film, we take the liberty of
doing more experimental work. If it is a
comparatively smaller budget film, the risk is
less. I am always trying to balance that.”
Also, “Having said that, I am also aware

W

Varun Dhawan
speaks to goals:
Now choosing
roles to grow
creative career

that if I am becoming part of any film,
chances are, that critics and trade analysts
would think it is a commercial film, and they
would expect a certain number from it. Not
all films are for number games; some are
small, beautiful heartwarming. October was
that.”
Recently Varun finished shooting for Stree
famed director Amar Kaushik’s upcoming
directorial Bhediya that is produced by Dinesh
Vijan, and it is also starring Kriti Sanon.
“We shot the film in the North-Eastern
part of India, and it is a unique story. We shot
in some beautiful unseen locations, and it is
also a VFX-heavy film. It is not a small budget
film, but surely a very different one. Then
I will start shooting with Nitesh Tiwari for
Bawaal,” he said.
Highlighting how he is changing strategy
in choosing projects now, Varun noted: “I
am trying to work with filmmakers who
will give me creative challenges. I have
done commercial potboilers. I have built an
emotional connection with my audience."
He added, “Now that the audience is
evolving, it is time that I also evolve, focusing
on experimental content. I think these days,
audiences come to the theatre for directors,
or to watch the combination of director-actor.
With Amar and Nitesh sir, I would also like to
create such an equation.”

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300
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As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
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Holding hails Roach on 250-wicket haul

P

acer Michael Holding last week congratulated Kemar
Roach on reaching the milestone of 250 wickets in Test
cricket, praising him for an impressive Test career in a
message to Cricket West Indies Media.
Last month Roach took his 250th wicket, which put him
ahead of Holding on the all-time West Indies list.
Roach’s milestone came during the second
Test match against
Bangladesh, in the
second
innings
when he had Tamim
Iqbal caught behind
by Joshua Da Silva.
The achievement
set off celebrations at the Darren
Sammy
Cricket
Ground in St Lucia.
Holding took
249 wickets in
60 Test matches,
between 1975 and
Kemar Roach
1987, and is considered one of the greatest bowlers in the history of cricket.
Following his retirement from the game, Holding became one
of the most respected analysts on the sports.
Holding said he watched Roach’s development on the global
stage since he first played against Bangladesh at Arnos Vale in
2009.
“I want to send my heartiest congratulations to Kemar for
getting the 250-mark, and hence getting past my mark of 249
wickets. What is more important and more impressive is the fact
that he had been playing for so long. Fast bowlers don’t usually
extend their careers as long as he has, a few do, yes, but he has
been going now just about 13 years. and obviously has quite a

few more years in front of him if he so wishes,” Holding said.
He added, “[Hard] work and especially for someone less than
six-feet tall… it has been a great career when he lost his pace,
because he was quick initially, frighteningly quick at times, he
still could maintain the ability to take wickets, and that is so
important. When you have lost one asset, you have to find other
ways of doing your
job and he has done
that very well.”
Following Holding’s congratulations, Roach said,
“Fantastic to hear
from the great man.
Mikey… has obviously been in contact with me when
I was in England.
We’ve talked a bit,
and he has always
tried to assess
whenever
you
can. It is good to
hear those kind
Michael Holding
words from him.
Unfortunately [I had to pass his milstone], but obviously he
set the benchmark extremely high, and you know anyone surpassing him has done a fantastic job for the West Indies. I’m
extremely proud. Thanks to Mikey for his fantastic work as well
for West Indies.”
Roach is among one of the leading bowlers in the two-Test
Series against Bangladesh. He was named Player of the Match
in the first Test with seven wickets following the West Indies
victory in Antigua.
He went wicketless in the first innings in the second Test in
St Lucia, but bounced back with three wickets in the second
innings. He took ten wickets in the two-Test matches.

Vaughan steps away from BBC after protest

F

ormer England cricket team captain Michael Vaughan
and now commentator said last week he has decided
to step back from working with the BBC “for the time
being”, adding his decision was in the interest of his family and
the game.
As The Independent, the British Broadcasting Corporation,
and The Guardian reported last week, Vaughan had previously been suspended by the BBC after being implicated in
allegations of racism at
Yorkshire in a scandal
that followed claims by
Azeem Rafiq of prolonged racial abuse at
the county.
Last November the
BBC stood Vaughan
down from commentary
following
Rafiq’s racism allegations. Rafiq claimed
Vaughan had told a
group of Muslim players in 2009 there were
“too many of you lot;
we need to do something about it”.
Last month York–
shire and “a number
of individuals” were
Azeem Rafiq
charged by the England
and Wales Cricket Board following an investigation into allegations of historic racism. Vaughan was not named among those
charged. He categorically denies all allegations.
However, last month he returned to the BBC’s Test Match
Special coverage for England’s three-Test series against New
Zealand. Following Vaughan’s return, the BBC acknowledged
staff members had “raised concerns” after an in-house diversity
group criticised his resumption of commentary duties.
According to The Guardian, the group at the BBC sent
an extraordinary email to staff at the corporation criticising
Vaughan’s return as being “totally inexcusable”. The email was
written by BBC Sport’s Black, Asian, and minority ethnic group.
Among other things, it stated that the BBC’s decision to
allow Vaughan to commentate on the game for Radio 5 live was
“totally inexcusable” and “a shocking miscalculation” that had
caused “excruciating, overwhelming, and unbearable” distress
among many members of staff.
The email noted that Vaughan had been working at “the

22

scene of one of the most devastating racism scandals to rock the
sport – a racism scandal that Michael is heavily embroiled in”.
Additionally, “With Michael Vaughan implicated in this
scandal… it feels totally inexcusable that he should continue to
appear as a representative of BBC Sport. The depth of feeling
and outpouring of emotion towards this decision is excruciating, overwhelming, and unbearable. Colleagues from all backgrounds from across the BBC have been in touch to share their
disbelief and dismay,
with some moved to
tears because of the
apparent lack of empathy, understanding,
and leadership over
this.”
It was a “shocking miscalculation,”
the email declared.
Additionally, “We are
exhausted. We are
tired. We are fed up
[with] having the same
discussions and reliving the same trauma.
The small steps forward we make to try
and build greater
inclusivity and understanding are totally
Michael Vaughan
undone by decisions
like this and that really needs to be acknowledged.”
In a Twitter post, Vaughan explained why he felt it best to
temporarily remove himself from the BBC role.
“It is always regrettable when commentary on matters off the
field [takes] the focus away from what’s happening on the field.
Stepping back temporarily is also in the interests of the game,
and I hope that it will minimise any difficulties for my work
colleagues,” he wrote.
He added, “In view of the ongoing dialogue on the subject,
I have taken the decision to step back from my work with the
BBC for the time being. The key driver for this is my concern for
the well-being of my family members, and my wish to protect
their family life.”
After Vaughan’s announcement, the BBC said in a statement: “Following conversations with Michael Vaughan we have
accepted his decision to step away from our cricket coverage.
This is a decision we respect and understand. Michael remains
under contract to the BBC.”

Mandy Mangru

CWI retainer contracts
for 36 WI women, men

A

total of 36 West Indies Women’s and Men’s players have
been offered international retainer contracts by Cricket
West Indies for the 2022-2023 season that runs from
July 1 to June 30 next year.
The latest offers are in addition to the 90 players across the
Caribbean region who are already contracted to Territorial
Board Franchise Squads.
The West Indies Women’s contracted player list sees allrounders Mandy Mangru and Jannillea Glasgow, along with batter Rashada Williams awarded international retainer contracts
for the first time, all of which are development contracts.
Among the men players who made the list are fast bowler
Jayden Seales, left-arm seamer Obed McCoy, and allrounder
Odean Smith. They were awarded international retainer contracts for the first time.
For 2022-2023, CWI has changed the Men’s retainer contract
structure to offer player contracts across all formats of cricket,
compared to specific red or white-ball contracts in previous
years.
The offer of retainer contracts to all players follows an
Evaluation Period of performances from April 1, 2021 to March
31, 2022, which is also supported by statistics from the previous
2019-2020 Evaluation Period.
Among the players who were not retained were Trinidad and
Tobago’s Darren Bravo, and West Indies Test pacer Shannon
Gabriel.
West Indies Men’s Lead Selector, Desmond Haynes said: “We
think this is a dynamic group, with the right mixture of experience and youthfulness to properly represent the people of the
Caribbean. With general retainer contracts, it gives us a pool
of talented and dedicated cricketers who can take West Indies
cricket forward in years to come.”
West Indies Women’s Lead Selector, Ann Browne-John said:
“The selectors have placed a great focus on the young developing players because these are the ones who will help to build
the team as we look towards the future. The panel believes that
the combination of experienced players and the emerging players will give a good base as we continue to prepare teams for
international matches and the T20 World Cup early next year.”
Director of Cricket, Jimmy Adams stated: “I am delighted for
all the players who have been offered retainers for the upcoming
period. This represents a significant investment in the ongoing
development of our international players whilst also ensuring
our best players are available for selection.”
List of contracted players
West Indies Men
Jermaine Blackwood, Nkrumah Bonner, Kraigg Brathwaite,
Joshua Da Silva, Jason Holder, Shai Hope, Akeal Hosein,
Alzarri Joseph, Brandon King, Kyle Mayers, Obed McCoy,
Nicholas Pooran, Rovman Powell, Kemar Roach, Jayden
Seales, Romario Shepherd, Odean Smith, Hayden Walsh Jr.
West Indies Women
Aaliyah Alleyne, Shemaine Campbelle, Shamilia Connell,
Deandra Dottin, Afy Fletcher, Cherry Ann Fraser*, Shabika
Gajnabi*, Jannillea Glasgow*, Chinelle Henry, Mandy
Mangru*, Hayley Matthews, Anisa Mohammed, Chedean
Nation, Karishma Ramharack, Kaysia Schultz*, Shakera
Selman, Stafanie Taylor, Rashada Williams*.
* developmental contracts

indocaribbeanworld.com | july 6, 2022

CRICKET

Bumrah handed India captaincy at Edgbaston

J

asprit Bumrah took the captain’s cap for India in the Edg- news with his family.
“When I came to know… I told my family. They are really
baston Test against England late last week following Rohit
Sharma returning a negative Covid-19 test, ESPNcricinfo proud of me… and [they are] very proud of this achievement,”
he said.
reported. The vice-captaincy was shouldered by Rishabh Pant.
Bumrah has swiftly risen to become India’s bowling lynchpin,
It was Bumrah’s first match as captain at any level of representative cricket, and the promotion made him the first fast bowler ESPNcricinfo noted. He made his Test debut on the South Africa
to lead India since Kapil Dev left the game in November 1987.
tour in December 2018. In the first four Tests of the Pataudi Tro“This is a big achievement,
phy, Bumrah was India’s leading wicket-taker with 18, at an
a big honour,” Bumrah said in
average of 20.83.
Edgbaston last week.
He was India’s vice-captain
“For me, playing a Test
for the previous Test series
match was a dream, and getting such an opportunity is
at home in March against Sri
probably one of the biggest
Lanka.
achievements of my career.
He indicated he is aware of
the added responsibility with
I am very happy that I have
the captaincy.
been given this opportunity,”
he added.
“Nothing changes for me.
You have to do the job. You
India withheld the captaincy decision until late Thursday
can hold the team by doing the
job to the best of your abilities.
after Rohit concluded a Covid-19 test.
That is what I am also looking
Jasprit Bumrah
to do,” he said.
“We were waiting for an
He added, “We’ve got a very good team. We have a lot of exannouncement because we were waiting for Rohit’s confirmation. We did a test [Thursday and] he tested positive... Then, perience; we have a lot of people who are there to help me out
there was a discussion with [head coach Rahul Dravid], and he as well. I am just looking forward to help the team in the best
announced that I will be leading the side,” Bumrah said.
capacity I can, and understand how the game is heading, and try
Bumrah told ESPNcricinfo he immediately shared the good to contribute to the best of my ability.”

Matthews takes leadership of Windies women

T

he appointment of Hayley Matthews as captain of the reBrowne-John added Matthews’ appointment would get Taygional side has come at the right time, West Indies wom- lor back to “concentrating on what she does best”.
en’s team head coach Courtney Walsh said last week.
She added, “The selectors had no hesitation in knowing that
At the same time, lead selector Ann Browne-John said Mat- Hayley was the person to step into the role for us at this time.”
thews’ appointment is part of the succession planning for the
Walsh was also supportive of the CWI’s move, noting that
team, that it targets getting
the timing was right, and that
the best out of the players, and
without the burden of the capbreathes new life into the side.
taincy, Taylor could get back
Last month Cricket West
to her best.
Indies announced Matthews
“With the World Cup
had been appointed West Inaround the corner, I think it
dies women’s captain, a move
was a good time to get a new
that saw her taking the cap
captain in if you are going to
from Stafanie Taylor, who has
make a change,” said Walsh.
led the team for the last seven
He added, “Hayley will
years.
need to get the support and
Taylor is the most suctime to get comfortable in
cessful female player in West
the job before the World Cup;
Indies history. She is ranked
also, she can have Stafanie’s
among the all-time greats, and
experience to draw from and
was captain when West Indies
get that guidance from her gowon the ICC Women’s T20
ing forward. At the same time,
Hayley Matthews
World Cup in 2016. Earlier
hopefully Stafanie can come
this year she led the team to the semi-finals of the ICC Women’s out and start enjoying her cricket more and relax, and do what
Cricket World Cup in New Zealand.
she can do, and aim to get back that number one spot which we
Said Browne-John: “We looked at Hayley, and we consider know she had before.”
her to be one of the persons at the top of her game and she has
Taylor has scored 5,298 runs in 145 ODIs, and 3,121 runs in
been performing well. We also looked at her maturity and her 111 T20 Internationals. She has also taken 152 wickets in ODIs,
leadership of her national team [Barbados], and we think this is and 98 in T20Is. Matthews has scored 1,764 runs and taken 78
the right time to make the change, and basically breathe some wickets in 69 ODIs, and has 1,055 runs and 58 wickets in 61
new life into the team.”
T20Is.

Buttler did it – given lead as white-ball captain

J

os Buttler has been appointed England’s new white-ball cap- tain your country, and when I have had the chance to step in the
tain by the England and Wales Cricket Board, Cricbuzz re- past, I have loved doing it. I can’t wait to take this team forward.”
Buttler had previously led England as stand-in captain in
ported late last week. He takes over from ODI World Cupnine ODIs and five T20Is. He made his
winning captain Eoin Morgan, who retired
white-ball debut in both formats in 2011,
from international cricket last week.
and has represented England in 151 ODIs
As Cricbuzz reported, ECB Interim
scoring 4,120 runs at an average of 41.20,
Chair, Martin Darlow, and Interim Chief
including ten hundreds.
Executive Officer, Clare Connor, approved
In the T20Is, he has accumulated 2,140
Buttler’s appointment following the recomruns at an average of 34.51 in 88 games for
mendation by the Managing Director of
England. He is also one of the only three
England Men’s Cricket, Rob Key.
English cricketers [Dawid Malan and
Following his appointment, Buttler said:
Heather Knight are the other two] to have
“I would like to offer my sincere thanks and
scored hundreds in all three formats of the
gratitude to Eoin Morgan for his outstandgame.
ing leadership over the past seven years. It
Said Connor: “Jos is a fantastic role
has been the most memorable period for
model who inspires through his perforeveryone involved. He has been an inspimances on the pitch. He has been instrurational leader, and it has been fantastic to
Jos Buttler
mental in setting new standards in men’s
play under him. There are lots of things that
white-ball cricket, and is the perfect leader to build on the inI have learnt from him that I’ll take into this role.”
He added, “It is a great honour to take over from Eoin, and the credible legacy which Eoin has built for our men’s white-ball
place he has left English white-ball cricket in is exciting, and I’m teams. I’m excited to see where Jos and Matthew Mott take
inspired for the challenges ahead. There is excellent strength-in- things from here, particularly as we build towards the ICC Men’s
depth in the white-ball squads… It is the greatest honour to cap- T20 World Cup.”
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Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Wednesday July 6, 2022
Malaysia Quadrangular Series 2022
Malaysia vs Maldives, 5th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, Bangi, Malaysia, 10:30 AM
Thailand vs Bhutan, 6th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 02:15 PM
Papua New Guinea tour of Singapore, 2022
Singapore vs PNG, 4th T20I, Indian Association
Ground, Singapore, 07:30 PM
Thursday July 07, 2022
Bangladesh tour of West Indies, 2022
West Indies vs Bangladesh, 3rd T20I,
Providence Stadium, Guyana, 01:30 PM
Malaysia Quadrangular Series 2022
Malaysia vs Thailand, 7th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 10:30 AM
Maldives vs Bhutan, 8th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 02:15 PM
India tour of England, 2022
England vs India, 1st T20I, The Rose Bowl,
Southampton, 06:00 PM
Friday July 8, 2022
Central Europe Cup 2022
Austria vs Luxembourg, 1st Match, Scott Page
Field, Vinor, Prague, 10:00 AM
Czech Republic vs Luxembourg, 2nd Match,
Scott Page Field, 03:00 PM
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
SL vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 1, Galle
International Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
Saturday July 09, 2022
Central Europe Cup 2022
Czech Republic vs Austria, 3rd Match, Scott
Page Field, Vinor, Prague, 10:00 AM
Luxembourg vs Austria, 4th Match, Scott Page
Field, 03:00 PM
Malaysia Quadrangular Series 2022
Bhutan vs Thailand, 9th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 10:30 AM
Malaysia vs Maldives, 10th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 02:15 PM
India tour of England, 2022
England vs India, 2nd T20I, Edgbaston,
Birmingham, 02:30 PM
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
SL vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 2, Galle
International Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
Sunday July 10, 2022
Central Europe Cup 2022
Czech Republic vs Luxembourg, 5th Match,
Scott Page Field, Vinor, Prague, 10:00 AM
Czech Republic vs Austria, 6th Match, Scott
Page Field, Vinor, Prague, 03:00 PM
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
Sri Lanka vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 3, Galle
International Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
Bangladesh tour of West Indies, 2022
West Indies vs Bangladesh, 1st ODI,
Providence Stadium, Guyana, 09:30 AM
Malaysia Quadrangular Series 2022
Malaysia vs Bhutan, 11th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 10:30 AM
Thailand vs Maldives, 12th Match, UKM-YSD
Cricket Oval, 02:15 PM
New Zealand tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs New Zealand, 1st ODI, The Village,
Dublin, 10:30 AM
India tour of England, 2022
England vs India, 3rd T20I, Trent Bridge,
Nottingham, 02:30 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Scotland vs Namibia, 1st Match, Titwood,
Glasgow, 10:30 AM
Monday July 11, 2022
Australia tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
Sri Lanka vs Australia, 2nd Test, Day 4, Galle
International Stadium, Galle, 10:00 AM
Pakistan tour of Sri Lanka, 2022
Sri Lanka Board Presidents XI vs Pakistan,
3-day Warm-up Match, Day 1, [location To Be
Confirmed], 10:00 AM
Malaysia Quadrangular Series 2022
TBC vs TBC, Final, UKM-YSD Cricket Oval,
Malaysia 10:30 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Namibia vs Nepal, 2nd Match, Cambusdoon
New Ground, Ayr, Scotland, 10:30 AM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

Brampton East For Sale $899,990

Location! Location!

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

SO

LD

Location! Stunning
3 bdrm 3 bath
townhome in
prestigious Brampton
East. Main flr features:
open concept liv/din
rooms seamlessly
transition into a private b/yard. Kitchen has
upgraded quartz countertops, b/splsh & large eat-in
island. Bsmt features: 2 bdms w/full wrm & potlights
thruout. Interlocked driveway allows 3 cars to park
w/added garage access. Close to all amenities,
shopping, schools, place of worship, hwys 427/407.

For Sale Toronto $999,999

Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms
+ 1 full bathroom, large family
size eat-in kitchen, lower level
features 2 large bedrooms
with upgraded floors + 1
full bathroom. Side entrance
SOLD OVER
allows for great rental
potential. Basement has loads
ASKING
PRICE
of potential with rough-in for
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc,
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see!
Shows true pride of ownership!

For Sale
$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke
CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

437-235-7599

FOR SALE HALIBURTON $649,999
Welcome to one of
highlands east, fully
renovated (2010)
three bedrooms allseason cottage with
one full washroom,
open concept
dining/kitchen, &
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps.
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing.
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

Angus

FOR SALE
$1,299,990

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

$949,000

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

