CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.

B: (416) 201-0109 • C: (416) 239 2863 • sales@superbilt.com • www.superbilt.com
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Award winners celebrated at appreciation, recognition, & unity event

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Toronto – The Guyana 50th Republic Anniversary
Celebration Committee in Toronto hosted a ‘Virtual
Guyanese Republic Jubilee Awards Ceremony and Cultural
Presentation’ last month, its theme “An Evening of
Appreciation, Recognition & Unity”. The event was held
under the auspices of the Consulate General of Guyana in
Toronto, and Consul General An Yin Choo.
It brought together Guyanese from all over the world for
an evening of culture, along with the recognition of individuals and organisations that have contributed to making
an impact on the Guyanese community in Canada, and on
the lives of Guyanese in Guyana.
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana,
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, delivered the evening’s feature
address. With the restrictions brought about by the Covid19 pandemic, the event was broadcast live on the Toronto

Queen St.

Consulate’s Facebook page.
In his message, President Ali extended greetings to the
diaspora, and to residents in Canada. Noting that celebration
of the milestone 50th anniversary was belated, Ali declared
that, “No matter where Guyanese are to be found, our national days and important anniversaries arouse patriotic zeal”.
He added, “Fifty years onwards, we have much of which
we can be proud. We have fashioned a multicultural society
in which our various ethnic groups, generally, enjoy respectful relations. Our sons and daughters have distinguished
themselves internationally, acquiring recognition for our
small State and evoking feelings of pride. Over the past three
decades we have entrenched a system of parliamentary
democracy, characterised by free and fair elections, and an
elected legislature. Our Republic is now an oil-producing
See story on Page 12: Diaspora

Table of Mercy outreach aids GTA families

By Arti Panday
Toronto – Since May last year the
Table of Mercy has distributed over
4,000 food hampers to families across
the GTA.
A collaboration among the Muslim
Food Bank, International Muslims
Organisation of Toronto, and Canadian
Council of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah,
Table of Mercy was started as an effort
to support families affected by lay-offs
and other challenges in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
“People from all walks of life contribute to Table of Mercy, and people from
all walks of life benefit from Table of
Mercy,” said Habeeb Alli, co-founder of
the effort, and development manager at
the Muslim Food Bank.
Though the group is made up of
members of the Muslim community, the
service is non-denominational, accepting donations from anyone in the community, and serving families of all faiths
and cultures.
Initially, Table of Mercy began distributing hampers on a weekly basis,
which were filled with staple non-per-
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Guyana govt recognises diaspora’s work
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Yvonne Triesman

Life & Investment Broker

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
Food for the table: Table of Mercy volunteers get ready for distribution – from left to right are Naveeza Baksh, Omar Farouk, President
of IMO, Habeeb Alli, & Sherri Ally
Since then, donations and distribuishable food items and personal protective equipment such as masks and hand tion have since grown significantly,
sanitiser. In the first week, volunteers with the over 600 hampers with
distributed around 30 hampers, with turkeys and chickens handed out
one hamper expected to last a family of over the Christmas season.
four approximately two weeks.
See story on Page 12: Table

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701
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House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$449,900

$469,900

X-Large Condo

Super Sharp Condo

Spacious condo with 2 large bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, open balcony and
laundry facilities. This corner suite is bright, clean
and updated. Great investment.

For the smart buyer. Features 2 bedrooms, open
balcony, laminate floors and LED pot lights. Prime
location near public transit, malls, schools, and
shopping. Explore the possibilities.

$399,900
Carefree Living
For those who do not need to worry about snow
or grass. If you are the one who values your time,
then this modern condo is for you. Features 2
spacious bedrooms, large open balcony, open
concept living, and dining room. Located across
the golf course in Toronto. Treat yourself.

$534,900

$437,000
Tridel Beauty
Here is a real honest bargain. Impressive suite with
concierge services. Lovely luxury building with car
washing station, billiards room, Olympic size pool,
hot tub, gym, quiet room, entertainment room, and
guest suites. Move right in!

$589,777

For People On The Move

Young Condo Awaits You

$599,000

$410,000

A most tempting buy in a gated community. Features 2 bedrooms, a large den, 2 balconies, master bedroom with full ensuite and walk-in closet,
tall ceilings, solarium, porcelain, and laminate
floors. A touch of heaven for tired feet.

Artistic

It’s good because it is an oversized suite with 2
full washrooms, open balcony and a fabulous
layout. This sought-after boutique condo offers an
abundance of natural light, TTC at doorstep, and
underground parking. Call this minute!
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Perched on the Toronto skyline, this luxury suite
features 2 bedrooms, 2 full washrooms, ultramodern kitchen with quartz counter, sun drenched
with all-natural light, and 9’ ceiling. A rare treat.

Fine Living
Don’t miss this unique suite with laminate floors and
stainless steel appliances. Impressive south Etobicoke condo with granite counter, modern kitchen, 2
bedrooms, and 2 washrooms. Fast possession.

CANADA

DENTISTRY

Ontario govt declares Covid-19 emergency

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Ford – Data show province in crisis, health system threatened

Toronto – The Ontario government on January 12 declared a police forces, bylaw officers, and provincial workplace inspecsecond provincial emergency under s 7.0.1 (1) of the Emergency tors to issue tickets to individuals who do not comply with the
Management and Civil Protection Act following the doubling of stay-at-home-order, or those not wearing a mask or face coverCovid-19 cases in the province in the first two weeks of January. ing indoors, as well as to retail operators and companies who do
Compounding the escalation in the number of cases were the not enforce the rules.
looming threat of a collapse of Ontario’s hospital system, and
Those who decide not to abide by orders will be subject to set
the risks posed to long-term care homes due to the climbing fines and/or prosecution.
Covid-19 transmission numbers.
In addition, all enforcement personnel have the authority to
In announcing the measures, Premier Doug Ford said “the temporarily close a premise and disperse individuals who are in
latest modelling data show that Ontario is in a crisis”, and that in contravention of an order. They will be able to disperse people
a few weeks the health system
who are gathering,
could face unthinkable conseregardless whether
quences.
a premise has been
He added: “That’s why we
closed, or remains
are taking urgent and decisive
open such as a park
action, which includes declaror house.
ing a provincial emergency
and imposing a stay-at-homeSchools and Child
order. We need people to only
Care Centres
go out only for essential trips
to pick up groceries or go to
Based on the
medical appointments. By
advice of the Chief
doing the right thing and stayMedical Officer of
ing home, you can stay safe
Health, schools in
and save lives.”
the following Public
The government issued a
Health Units will not
stay-at-home order effective
return to in-person
January 14, 2021, requiring Doug Ford announces further Covid-19 measures for the instruction
until
province of Ontario on January 12, 2021 (CPAC screenshot)
everyone to remain at home
February 10, 2021:
with exceptions for essential purposes, such as going to the
grocery store or pharmacy, accessing health care services, for
exercise, or for essential work.
This order and other new and existing public health restrictions are aimed at limiting people’s mobility, and reducing the
number of daily contacts with those outside an immediate
household.
In addition to limiting outings to essential trips, all businesses must ensure that any employee who can work from home
does so.
Provincial modelling shows growth in Covid-19 cases has
accelerated, leading to increased hospitalisation rates and ICU
occupancy, which if not controlled, is projected to be as high as
1,000 beds by early February, with the potential to overwhelm
the province’s hospitals. The number of Covid-19-related deaths
continues to rise, and is projected to reach 100 deaths per day by
the end of February.
The data show that mobility and contacts between people
have not decreased despite earlier restrictions. With the new
variant of Covid-19 that emerged in November, Ontario could
experience much higher case counts, ICU occupancy, and mortality if community transmission of this variant occurs here.
With this alarming state of affairs, the government has
enacted the following additional public health measures, which
took full effect from January 14, 2021:
Outdoor organised public and social gatherings are restricted
to five people with limited exceptions.
Individuals are required to wear a mask or face covering in
the indoor areas of businesses or organisations that are open.
Wearing a mask or face covering is now recommended outdoors when physical distancing is not possible for more than
two metres.
All non-essential retail stores, including hardwares, alcohol
retailers, and those offering curbside pickup or delivery, must
open no earlier than 7 a.m. and close no later than 8 p.m. The
restricted hours of operation do not apply to stores that primarily sell food, pharmacies, gas stations, convenience stores, and
restaurants for takeout or delivery.
Non-essential construction is further restricted, including
below-grade construction, exempting survey.
To help quickly identify and isolate cases of Covid-19 in
workplaces, and at service providers permitted to remain
open such as long-term care homes and schools, the province
announced it will provide up to 300,000 Covid-19 tests per week
to support key sectors, such as manufacturing, warehousing,
supply chain and food processing, as well as additional tests for
schools and long-term care homes.
This volume would support antigen screening for up to
150,000 workers per week over the next four to five months in
Ontario's most critical workplaces.
New Enforcement Measures
Additional public health restrictions have been introduced to
expand on existing measures now in place.
Under the declaration of a provincial emergency, the province has given authority to all enforcement and provincial
offences officers, including the Ontario Provincial Police, local
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Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Peel Region
Windsor-Essex		
York
Hamilton
Toronto
It is expected today that the Chief Medical Officer of Health
will advise the Ministry of Education on which PHUs will be
permitted to resume in-person instruction based on the most
up-to-date data and modelling.
To continue to keep students, staff and communities safe,
the following new health and safety measures are in place for
in-person learning:
Masking for Grade 1-3 and requirements for mask wearing
outdoors; enhanced screening protocols; and, expanded targeted testing.
There are also new health and safety measures in Ontario
child care settings, such as enhanced screening to align with
school requirements, voluntary participation in targeted testing, and additional infection prevention and control measures
to align with schools.
Child care centres for non-school aged children remain
open, and emergency child care for school-aged children ends
in approved PHU regions on January 22, 2021 as these elementary schools return to in-person learning.
Workplace Safety

The Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development
has introduced additional steps to protect workers with the
launch of the “Stay Safe All Day” campaign, focusing workplace
inspections in areas of high transmission, including break
rooms, and providing new educational materials to employers
to promote safe behaviour before, during, and after work.
“We know the majority of businesses are operating safely and responsibly to protect their workers and customers.
But as Covid-19 cases continue to rise, we all need to step
up and take additional measures to stop the spread,” said
Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Training and Skills
Development.
He added, “This includes increasing our inspections to look
at everything workers do both while on the job and throughout
the workday.”
If employees become infected with Covid-19, they may
be entitled to federally funded paid sick leave of up to $500 a
week for two weeks. Workers can also access Canada’s Recovery
Caregiver Benefit of up to $500 per week for up to 26 weeks, if
they are unable to work because they must care for their child
under 12 years old, or a family member who needs supervised
care.
Over the summer, the government enacted a new regulatory
amendment that put non-unionised employees on Infectious
Disease Emergency Leave during the Covid-19 outbreak any
time their hours of work are temporarily reduced by their
employer due to Covid-19, ensuring businesses are not forced to
terminate employees after their ESA temporary layoff periods
have expired.
As part of the Safe Restart Agreement, the federal government is funding a temporary income support program that
allows workers to take up to ten days of leave related to Covid19, preventing the risk of further spread in the workplace, and
allowing workers to focus on their health.

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Experienced Family and Real Estate Lawyer s

CRIMINAL LAW
• Impaired Driving
• Robbery
• Fraud
• Theft
• Assault

IMMIGRATION LAW

• Bail Hearings
• Mischief
• Weapons Offences
• Drug Offences
• Young Offenders

• Spousal Sponsorships
• Family Class Applications
• Self-Sponsorships
• Detention Reviews

Tel: (416) 234-1446 • Fax: (416) 234-0154
8 Beamish Dr ive, Tor onto, ON M9B 3P3 (Near Kipling Subwa y Station)
www.kissoonlaw.ca • dkissoon@bellnet.ca

Free Estimates

RESHMA AUDHO
PHOTOGRAPHER

KNK RENOVATIONS
• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more

Tel: 647-237-9816

* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available
ANIL

• Admissibility Hearings
• Appeals
• Citizenship Applications
• Citizenship Appeals

email: rdaudho@hotmail.com
www.tintaleephotography.com

647-280-8755

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

/tintaleephotography

INST

@tintaleephotography

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Covid-19 hardships

W

e endorse the call made by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau yesterday when he strongly urged
Canadians not to travel abroad. As we have
noted in this space before, and as CTV reported Trudeau
saying, the Covid-19 pandemic could see federal travel
rules changing quickly, with the consequence being that
Canadians could become stranded abroad.
As Trudeau indicated, the federal government is closely
monitoring the latest science on the emergent and more
transmissible strains of the Covid-19 virus, such as the
ones recently discovered in the UK and Brazil. For a Canadian vacationing at a location that suddenly encounters
this strain, it could mean being stranded abroad should
foreign government officials quickly impose new restrictions without advance notice.
It could also mean the Canadian government denying
entry to persons, including Canadian nationals arriving
from these destinations, such as occurred in December
2020, when the variant was first detected in the UK.
While Canadians are not prohibited from traveling, it is
wise to heed Trudeau’s advice and cancel planned vacation
trips, given that Covid-19 infections are surging internationally. In his words, the journey is not worth it, given the
precarity that one can either become infected, or end up
stranded for an unpredictable length of time.
Whether infected or stranded, the potential is for a dire
outcome. It would not do to be infected in a foreign location with its medical system saturated with local Covid-19
patients. Neither would it do to be abroad and relying on
a medical system that does not offer adequate care; or if
available, is elitist and exorbitant. It is also noteworthy that
most travel medical plans do not cover Covid-19.
Add to this scenario of uncertainty further complications with mounting expenses for extended accommodation, poor quality food, unavailable medications, and
other attendant survival costs.
It is also worth mentioning that unpredictability and
uncertainty are now more evident with foreign governments that have securely closed its borders. As we all
know, the priorities of all governments now are to ensure
its Covid-19 containment begins at home; that securing
the national interest first is paramount, not only for Ottawa, but of all governments abroad; and that reopening
airports and other ports of departure for foreigners are
very low on any government’s list of priorities.
This is the case with the locked-down borders in Trinidad and Tobago, which this publication has been reporting on since the government in Port-of-Spain closed its
airports and other ports in March 2020. While the lockdown impacted hundreds of Canadians then located in
Trinidad and Tobago, the federal government here in
Canada responded with a number of repatriation flights
that returned many nationals back home.
However, it continues to be a nightmare for nationals
from Trinidad and Tobago who are stranded abroad. As
we report in this edition, as of December 2020, a total of
17,211 Trinidad and Tobago nationals have appealed to
their government for exemptions to return, with 9,557
granted so far. But the journey is only now beginning for
nationals with exemptions, since there are no commercial
flights landing at Destination POS.
Meanwhile, many Trinidad and Tobago nationals who
are stranded abroad are growing more desperate each day
as their resources run low. In some cases, as we also report in this edition, the welcome has expired with friends
and relatives. Sadly, there are now cases where nationals
of Trinidad and Tobago are turning up at homeless shelters, are lining up at soup kitchens, and are sleeping on
the streets abroad in the US, the UK, and here in Canada.
Our hearts go out to Trinidad and Tobago nationals
who are suffering abroad; no caring government should
let its citizens endure so much precarity and hardship.
At the same time, we commend establishments such as
Drupati’s Roti & Doubles, and the cadre of volunteers here
in Toronto who have reached out with support, supplies,
and hot food to comfort nationals stranded in Ontario.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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“The dogs of war... are howling... ”

y the time you read this, President-elect Joe Biden
should have been inaugurated as the 46th President of
the US, unless Donald Trump and his dirty dozen – Ted
Cruz and others, including the pup Josh Hawley, who sniffed
his urine on the Donald’s coattails and got stuck there, and their
minions – managed something horrendously disruptive in the past three days. The threats of this
are clear, and the authorities prepared for what
they thought might be the plan, judging from the
slogans everywhere.
On January 6th, as we had feared, Trump,
via irrational cohorts, tried to stop Congress’ certification of
the Electoral votes, by an apparently planned storming of the
Capitol building, smashing windows to gain entry, having
engaged, and almost neutralised Capitol police and guards,
moments after the certification session had been suspended and
legislators escorted to safety.
Commentators were taken aback, even though they must
have expected some ruckus on seeing the belligerent and boisterous multitudes, with redcaps, slogans (“Q sent me”, “Stop the
steal”), flags, including a confederate banner, the Proud Boys
and phalanges of others.
The invasion was seen worldwide, and received with shock,
bringing the “world’s greatest democracy” (if you believe
American propaganda: Pompeo, with an eye to 2024, recently
told his people to keep claiming that!), to a level fitting Trump’s
2018 characterisation of certain nations as the “sh*tholes” of the
world! Now here we saw the biggest, gaping wide, with Trump
clearly coming through with pride.
Like others, Trump witnessed the treasonous uprising, tweeting encouragement. In the mêlée, one rioter said, “We’re listening to Trump”; another announced, as he rifled through members’ desks and shuffled papers left behind as they hustled out,
“Cruz would like us to do this”. The shout, “Where is f***ing
Nancy?” rang through the chamber, as did, “Hang Mike Pence!”,
a cry first heard outside the building as rioters grappled with
police at the barriers.
One rebel stood before a frustrated group inside the Capitol:
“We’ll get them, one by one!” One invader, a woman from
Arizona, was killed; three of them fell dead from natural emergencies, and a policeman was killed outside where a scuffle was
raging at the barricades, while storm troops crashed through
windows into the building, threatening security staff, and killing

a guard by throttling him between two leaves of a heavy door.
All this was videographed by the New Yorker and distributed
today, edited.
Appeals to the spectator-leader Trump fell on deaf ears, until
finally, after three hours of mayhem he called for an end to
violence, and told rioters to “go home” in his last
tweet before Twitter closed his account. Of those
Mohan
arrested, none was from DC. Trump claimed that
Ragbeer he was a man of peace, who believed in law and
order. His “lies” count is near 30,000! Was it the
loss of life, that made him call off the hounds? Or
the threat of impeachment and loss of eligibility in 2024?
He finally accepted Biden’s succession, but won’t attend the
inauguration, and surely the dirty dozen wont, while Police
investigate their illegal activities of abetting a civil war. Pence
will attend. The debacle has revealed a glaring weakness in the
US Constitution, which vests so much power in the Presidency,
or alternatively, does not provide a swift legal means to remove
a toxic president.
Last week, legislators voted to impeach Trump for inciting an insurrection. Now, Americans have witnessed a violent
civil strife, mild, compared with Belarus or Hong Kong, which
Nancy Pelosi had said was “wonderful to see”. Like the Arab
Spring uprisings that cost so many lives and turned hordes of
citizens into refugees? I wonder how wonderful this uprising
was to Pelosi? Americans consider themselves exceptional, and
patronise the world’s peoples, many of whom regard Trump
as a shaman to his menagerie, a protector, like Jim Jones; they
include former Tea Party members, hooligans, liars, opportunists, conspiracy theorists, and other anti-social types.
By calling off his troops, Trump had admitted a leadership
role over them. In 1963, British Guiana Governor Ralph Grey
asked Burnham, another shaman, that he intervene in the
rioting then killing people and bombing buildings; Burnham
declined, saying, “He who calls off the dog, owns the dog!” By
this, Trump has admitted “owning” the dogs. It amazes me that
so many still parrot his accusations of voting fraud; most elections experience some; all parties are guilty; Mitch McConnell
won a Democratic district in Kentucky with 68 percent of the
votes, compared to 28 percent last time, probably explaining Trump’s assertions! But the presidential results have been
reviewed to death, in the courts and by recounts!
Even a narcissist should deal with reality.

Messenger brings traveling closer to home

I

recall my early years growing up back home when the
monotony of the humid afternoon was disturbed by the
appearance of a stick of a man methodically visiting each
house on the street. Eventually, he grasped our front gates, rattling the uneasy sleep of the inattentive dogs, and called out to
my grandmother, asking her to come downstairs.
In the hot afternoon, his quavering voice
laboriously climbed up each wooden step; he also
Romeo
waited patiently for the barking dogs to pause for
Kaseram
breaths that were thick with froth from the overwhelming humidity.
He had uttered the same words from house
to house, until arriving at our “gap”, where he stood well away
from the toothy snarling, calling out to my grandmother,
“Bahin; bahin… Spare a few moments of your time; spare a few
moments, please”.
He was a tall, lean old man, his hair thinned-out and glinting
with knives of silver as the sun beat down on his head; where
there was no hair, the mottled brown scalp glistened with sunheated intensity from a layer of coconut oil.
Already there was a slight bend to his upper back, which I
learned later as I “took to education” (my grandmother’s words,
as if I were a duckling naturalised with webbed feet, and predestined for a flourishing life in water), was a consequence of
that unavoidable, acquired curvature to the spine, a sign of his
great age.
Now this old man was also barefoot, the soles of his feet hard
as concrete, and callused and knobbed as is the warty back of
every frog I have seen since, these sightings always triggering
my later memories of him. I suspect it was a choice throughout
his long and fulfilling life, that this old man’s sole was never to
be laced up, to be not knotted with the trappings of a restrictive,
containing shoe.
He carried a sack, roughly stitched from repurposed bags of
all-purpose flour, the name of the milling company faded, but
still legible from its blue and red inked markings, with some
of its wider, bold lettering turned inside-out and reversed, the
purpose of the bag being a practical one, and which had nothing
to do with the aesthetics of fashion and dress.
It was slung across his shoulders using a thin piece of rope
that was thickly knotted onto two corners of the sack. Like the
old man, the bag itself showed its age, with the rope’s fibres loosened, and unkempt and silver like his hair. Similarly, it was also
yellow with age and from exposure to the weather, which was
noticeable as mottled spots in the bright sunlight.

This old man was the messenger among the villages. In the
decades before I was born, he had acquired two reputations –
one being the fascination of a nomad who explores new places,
or revisits old ones just to avoid being stationary and rooted. Of
course, this being the age before mechanisation, he preferred
to travel on foot, since transportation during that time was primarily beasts of burden hitched to slow-moving,
trundling carts.
His second calling was a corollary to his
deeper, wandering and peripatetic nature, which
was delivering messages. Later in life, I came to
discover he had an earlier prototype in the social
archaeology of messaging, my immersions in the duck-pond of
knowledge uncovering the Greek god Hermes, who had travel
among the other items in his heavenly portfolio.
It is understandable then, that this old man’s wanderlust
would be tapped into for a more practical and paying role. And
so, it came to pass that this old man traversed the landscape with
bare feet, carrying his sack, and brandishing a big stick that was
weaponised whenever he faced an attack by territorial dogs.
To my grandmother’s relief, this time around, the old man
was not the bearer of bad tidings: no relative had died during
the night, or fallen seriously ill; also, it was not the good news
of a successful birth, with both mother and child surviving the
ordeal. Instead, he was announcing an upcoming wedding a
village away. His mission on that day was to invite hundreds of
villagers to celebrate the auspicious occasion.
The old man reached deep into the sack and extracted a few
coloured grains of rice, which my grandmother took gingerly,
her eyes sparkling with mischief; already she was looking forward to the “maticoor”, the night before the wedding when she
led the singing of the old songs, a few of these rumoured to not
be appropriate for a young boy’s ears.
And then, a remarkable occurrence: Ma addressed the old
man, saying, “Naaw, thank you for the nawtah”. As the bearer of
the invitation, he was “Naaw”; the coloured grains of rice were
the “nawtah”. In response, he clasped both hands and bowed.
Then Ma said: “Naaw, when you reach and hand the rice to
my mother’s family in the Motherland, tell them I will look out
for them on the wedding day. Tell them my mother died. We
could not burn her, so we buried her at the Milton cemetery.”
Realisation dawned in the Naaw’s eyes. He looked at me,
appreciating as I did that Ma’s mind was fading; that our relatives were irretrievably lost in India. Our eyes filled with sorrow,
knowing that soon Ma would be traveling on her own.
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Lessons for Guyana from US insurrection
Dear Editor,
it will be forgotten.
The events of January 6, 2021 in Washington, DC, where a
The matters are put in court, not for justice, but to frustrate
group of marauding thugs invaded Capitol Hill while in session and make ineffective. Important cases of national importance
causing significant damage both to property and national pride take years to be heard, and is often not heard.
continues to dominate world headlines.
The elections petition case of 2015 has never even been
The views and analyses are wide and varied. Indeed, much called.
has to be analysed as to prospects and dangers for democracy in
Coming back to thuggery, let us look at the beatings, the
the future. However, this will be done later.
robberies, the molestations, the harassments, that occur at
For now, let us focus on what the events
every PNC “protest” without arrests, and
in the US will teach us in Guyana.
without charges. If once in a blue moon
There is no doubt the US will overcome
charges are made, how many were heard
this, and will ensure that it does not hapin courts or convictions made? I cannot
pen again or, at least, for a very long time
think of one.
to come. They will demonstrate to us the
These things were allowed to fester and
important role and link between a stable
are still festering.
society and the security/justice system.
We read the Auditor General’s report of
They will show us that form and content,
massive frauds. We read of the drug bond
what we do, and how we do it, can have
crisis, the bridge corruption, and so much
lasting beneficial effects or ill-effects on
more: hardly anything comes of these.
any society.
That is why we are now hearing that our
Immediately after those incidents, the
prisons are not a source of correction, but
State in the US has kicked in to say there
of corruption from top to bottom. People
must be consequences for this assault, and
are made criminals in those institutions,
immediately started to move on it.
and the guardians are enriching themPhotographs of the participants in the
selves using prisoners and their families.
illegal invasion are being examined, and
I believe that our officials must now
Donald Ramotar
arrests have started to occur. As of the
take a no-tolerance view on these things.
morning of January 10, already 83 arrests were made.
A key office in the whole structure is that of the DPP. Yet,
I have no doubt many will be charged, its ringleaders, and this place is practically useless. No energy is shown to defend
those who stupidly followed the crowd that damaged property, people’s rights. It seems reluctant to act these days. When we
will also be quickly charged. They will be quickly tried, and will compare how energetic it was in collaborating with the PNC
face the consequences of their misguided actions.
regime in allowing itself to be used to harass political opponents
At the security level, we already have resignations, and pos- and destroy people’s lives, it seems that nothing has changed but
sibly more, including dismissals that will follow. Also, at the tactics of delay and fudging.
highest level, plans are moving ahead to deal with the intellecIf the officers don’t appreciate their responsibilities to the
tual authors of these events. What they will be is not yet clear, country, if they are scared of the PNC thugs, if, for whatever
but be sure there will be.
reason, they cannot act professionally, they should, for once, do
The swift actions already taken have put a halt to the reck- something decent and resign.
lessness. It has not spread an inch from the door of the Capitol
Judges and Magistrates must give timely judgements in
to the rest of the city, and certainly not to other States.
writing to ensure people’s cases and lives can be settled. This is
We will have time to deal with other aspects of those events, one of the most traumatic places to get timely redress. Many of
but the US is already resolving it very boldly and frontally.
their decisions should be seen as clearly one-sided and biased.
Now let us compare the US moves to Guyana. We can go Remember the maths!
back to the 1950s and 1960s to show that this has been one
The Police Force must examine its own performance. How
of our failings, and it has contributed to our many problems. come it is so inefficient in dealing with PNC violent crimes?
Criminal actions of the PNC, its leadership, their thugs, and How come they stand around and see mobsters robbing and
criminal elements continue to go unpunished.
beating people, molesting women and children with no arrests
Let’s just look from December 2018 to now, how we have being made? They often end up blaming the victims, and even
failed, and are failing to deal with these issues.
killing innocent people.
Open, blatant attempts have been made to rig our elections.
The incident in the US was unfortunate, but we must look at
After a long, long while, charges have been made. However, how it will be dealt with to help restore peace and normalcy in a
every step of the way seems to be geared to frustrate measures very, very complex and multi-cultural society. Let’s learn, please
to punish the guilty. Instead, they are placed in cold storage and learn! Save Guyana!
brushed under the carpet. The major accused are on the job, Donald Ramotar, former President of Guyana 2011-2015,
and others are on leave with pay. The whole atmosphere is that via email.

A bus burns in Berbice after elections last year

Riot in the US? Incredible

Dear Editor,
Who would have thought an insurrection would have taken
place in the mighty US, a place known for the administration
of law and order? Who would have thought that hooligans
could have invaded Capitol Hill and turned it into a common
street brawl? Who would ever have imagined congressmen and
women running for cover and barricading themselves in the
House after they were assaulted by the mob sent by an insane
dictator?
No one would ever have imagined, far less entertained the
thought, that this could have happened in the grand old US, a
bastion of democracy; but it sure did, and, right now, they are
licking their wounds in the aftermath of the onslaught.
Now Americans are not as frightened of a terrorist attack as
they are terrified of a madman named Donald Trump leading
a horde of savages against Capitol Hill. The fear is real, and it
is evident.
US citizens are now locked in fear that something like this
could have happened right here at their doorstep, and that there
may even be a second wave. What occurred on January 6 is
reminiscent of Georgetown during and after an election when
PNC have lost. We have arson, lootings, and shootings – all
common features that we see time and time again whenever
that party loses.
Election violence is a real-life issue in Guyana. In fact, I heard
from a second-hand source that President-elect Biden said,
“This is another Georgetown situation taking place here.”
I would be the first to put up my hand in support of that
statement, having lived through it so many times. The point is –
and here is where the Americans are getting a brutal lesson that
they will never forget – that when we related our horror stories
here in Guyana to them, they dismissed it as a joke.
Well, Trump’s assault on Capitol Hill was no joke. All it took
were the insane words from a power-hungry leader, that he had
won the election by a landslide, and all hell broke loose. Good
sense and logical thinking were thrown out the window as brute
force and ignorance took over.
Let me make a humble suggestion to the US authorities: get a
grip on Trump, and a firm one at that. This lunatic campaign he
has embarked upon must be stopped right now! America has to
realise that this is not a matter of Democrats versus Republicans;
neither is it a matter of Us versus Them. Rather, this is a serious
assault on democracy in their country.
Neil Adams, via email.

What’s in a name? A mob, rioters, or protestors are still destructive
Dear Editor,
From time immemorial the English language has been
imbued with elements of ambiguity, although not more than
any other language. However, this ambiguity
is not a quality of a language, but a quality of
a human mind.
On January 6, a mob of President Donald
Trump’s supporters forced their way into
Washington, DC, hell bent on derailing the
certification of President-elect Joe Biden’s
victory in the November 3 elections. They
overwhelmed the Capitol building, its police
officers, smashed windows, and forced lawmakers to scurry for safety.
Further trouble and confusion arose as
politicians, lawmakers, educators, newspaper
journalists, commentators and erudite alike
struggled to find the appropriate name/term
to describe actors and action.
In his televised response to the violence,
Donald
Biden settled for “insurrection”; some commentators termed it a “coup d’état”, and even appended the legal
label “sedition”. Initially, headlines on CNN’s website referred to
the Trump supporters as a “mob”, and as “rioters”.
Newsrooms such as CBS told reporters that the people who
stormed the Capitol could be called “protestors”, although some
rejected such a label; the Washington Post went with “mob”,
while the Washington-based non-profit media organisation
National Public Radio settled for “pro-Trump extremists”. The
BBC referred to them as “rebel Republicans”, and a “violent pro-
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Trump mob.”
If the world witnessed the acts, and history recorded the
facts, then why should confusion reign supreme as to the label
that should be affixed to the actors? It’s a
national shame the absence of consensus on
a name for behaviour that was so plain.
The truth be told, they needed to fit the
events of that day under a neat label, by carefully selecting the term to be used in order
to better inform how the country should
respond.
The Analects, an embodiment of
Confucian ideas, state that social disorder
often stems from failure to call things by
their proper names. British novelist and critic
George Orwell in his famous essay ‘Politics
and the English Language’ argued that our
words can shape our thoughts, our politics
and our actions. If misleading labels are
applied to events, it can be harder to figTrump
ure out how to respond. The people who
stormed the Capitol, should they be called a mob?
Were they rioters? Are they domestic terrorists? Extremists?
Revolutionists?
Terrorism is defined as the unlawful use of violence to coerce
or intimidate a government or a people in furtherance of some
social or political cause. However, on January 6, that definition
failed to meet the bar, because it was perpetrated by a certain
ethnic group. When white people are involved, it is less likely
to be perceived — or reported by news media — as terrorism,

as currently in the US there are two coexisting narratives about
terrorism.
The first is that all terrorists are Muslims, which occasionally
even translates into all Muslims are terrorists. The second is that
white people are never terrorists.
President-elect Joe Biden used an array of terms to describe
the perpetrators saying, “It’s not protest; it’s insurrection”. The
folks at Merriam-Webster thoughtfully tweeted the definition
of insurrection: We define insurrection as “an act or instance of
revolting against civil authority or an established government”.
Joshua Tucker, a politics professor at New York University,
takes particular issue with calling the violence a protest, which
he says misrepresents the true nature of what took place.
“When these people are called protestors, it gives this veneer
of a legitimate form of participation in the democratic process,”
he said.
Some contend that a coup d’état must be a secret premeditated conspiracy by a small group of plotters, while others argue
that it must involve the military, both of which would eliminate
the events from the “coup d’état” category.
He used an array of terms to describe the perpetrators, saying. “It’s not protest; it’s insurrection.”
As the debate continues regarding how the law should deal
with the people who broke into the Capitol building, hopefully
the name to be used to describe the actors may also evolve. This
displayed behaviour reflects not simply America’s double standard of lexical reluctance and racialism, but also its troubling
insistence upon the basic innocence of whiteness even when
presenting evidence screams otherwise.
Y. Sam, via email.
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Ask Jay...
Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

Zombie Debts Can Hurt You

Z
Trump supporters storm the US Capitol on January 6

Disrespect for law, order in the US
Dear Editor,
On January 6, 2021, history was created when supporters of US President Donald
Trump stormed the US Capitol as Congress
was in the process of confirming Joe Biden’s
election victory.
This was total disrespect for law and order.
All recounts were completed and certified, yet
Trump kept goading his supporters with the
baseless claims that the election was stolen
from him.
The inability of the US Capitol police to
contain the protesters implied that they were
scared, and were not prepared to deal with
such a crisis. They allowed the desecration of
one of the most respected buildings in the US.
This seems to be a domestic terrorist attack
where for the first time in history the people of
the US experienced total disrespect for law and
order. In the past, there was always a smooth
transition of government after elections.
My concern is that some of my fellow

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago – the ‘copycats’
would take note of this total disrespect to our
democracy. Although, we experienced similar
attempts in 1970 and 1990, we in Trinidad and
Tobago have never experienced any insurrection when a government was in transition.
It may be an appropriate message for our
leaders and Opposition members that they take
note and change their attitude in the way they
carry on government business in Parliament.
With modern technology easily available, their
hostile behaviour is visible to all our young
children. They may misinterpret events in the
US to be the norm, and seek to follow it.
As a developed nation, the US has been a
mentor for the poorer countries of the world.
I hope the incoming US government would
take whatever steps necessary to hold those
protesters responsible, even though it means
getting the courts involved so this will never
occur again.
Balliram Maharaj, via email.

Dear Editor,
Remember those days when Trinidad and
Tobago nationals were fighting to go to the US?
They would spend thousands of dollars to
fulfil their dream. It was the country of opportunity. Family members would send barrels
of stuff bought cheaply over there, especially
around Christmas time.
The US was the world superpower, and was
as the beacon of democracy around the globe.
Today it is an embarrassment following
the violent mob assault on the US Capitol on
January 6. Six people died, the building was
vandalised, and lawmakers ran for cover. The
ugly mob of President supporters cared nothing about the democratic process.
The world is a global village, and we must

always take note of what is happening in other
countries. Never think what took place in the
US cannot reach our shores.
In Trinidad and Tobago, where we uphold
democratic principles, and believe in fair elections and peaceful demonstrations, let us not
be influenced by the behaviour of the insurgents. Let each of us be an example in the way
we conduct ourselves.
Right now Mighty America is sinking,
and needs our prayers and moral support.
Remember, many of our family members and
friends live there in all that chaos.
Even though Trinidad and Tobago depends
on the US for many services, let us not import
the madness we witnessed on January 6.
Arnold Gopeesingh, via email.

Let us not import US insurgency into T&T

Abrasive Aussies scoff at fairplay in cricket

Dear Editor,
pitch, thereby giving the Australian bowler an
According to the English, the creators, edge.
cricket is the gentleman’s game. According to
Smith is the same player who was involved
the Australians, it is a game to be won at all in the 2018 sandpaper ball tampering episode.
cost, fair or foul.
Such tactics are legendary among the vauntThere are no scruples where winning is con- ed Aussies, long among the leading cricket
cerned. From
countries in
ball-tampering
the world. For
to
sledging,
them winning
pitch
alteris everything.
ing, distracting
Fair play is
opposing playfor the other
ers, even conteams.
frontation, the
The West
approach is to
Indies have
win no matter
suffered its
what.
fair share of
The most
such treatment
recent flare-up
over the years.
with Australian
Australia conTim Paine and Ravichandran Ashwin
captain Tim
tinues with
Paine confessing he was deliberately abusive such behaviour apparently without let or hinto Indian batsman Ravichandran Ashwin is an drance, usually giving weak excuses until the
unusual admission of misbehaviour.
next occasion.
Also, there was the questionable behaviour
People like Smith and Paine should be made
by Steve Smith, who was caught by the stump to suffer some meaningful punishment, like
camera allegedly damaging the pitch immedi- being banned from a game, a series. or even
ately in front of Rishabh Pant’s wicket. What he altogether, so that cheats would be forced to
was doing could have been to unsettle Indian realise their actions are simply not cricket.
batsman Pant by creating a rough patch in the
Karan Mahabirsingh, via e-mail.
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ombie debts are debts from the past that are restored to life and
haunt the debtor. These debts are unsecure debts such as credit
cards, phone bills, and line of credits. They are over three years old.
Some of these debts are written off by the lender, paid off, or simply a case
of wrong identity. These debts are usually raised from the dead when debt
is sold from one collection agency to another. A collection agency is an
agency used by lenders to collect money past due. In most cases the collection agencies will buy bad debts for a fraction of the amount owing and
then try to collect.

In Canada, the statue of limitation protects consumers from lawsuits
when their unsecure debts are not paid in two years. In the event of default,
creditors or collection agencies have two years to seek legal action. When
debts are sold to collection agencies, in many instances, the date reported
to the credit bureau is the sold date instead of the actual date from default
and unsuspecting consumers are caught in the trap.
Debts over two years old are dead, but come alive when a debtor acknowledges that the money is owing. Amar received a call from a collection agency about an unpaid credit from Sears Canada. The person from
the credit bureau said that if Amar does not pay, the bureau would slap a
lien on his house. Amar agreed to settle for half the outstanding balance.
The bureau sent Amar a “settlement letter” for him to sign. Amar chose not
to sign and was off the hook. Amar’s acknowledgement must be in writing
for it to be valid. Had Amar signed the agreement, the statue of limitation
would have reverted to two years.
Although the statue of limitation is two years for credit, it remains on
the bureau for as long as six years before it is taken off. During this time,
some creditors try to collect because it is still on their radar. The easiest
way for them is when someone acknowledges that they owe the debt, and
therefore resets the clock on the statute of limitations. Sometimes, the collection agencies would try to get one payment from the debtor and that
resets the clock on collection. Never acknowledge debt, and if threatened
by a lawsuit, ask the caller to send proof of the debt. Chances are the caller
will back away.
Ethan was forced into bankruptcy because of a zombie debt he had five
years ago. Ethan was young, carefree, and unemployed then. After university, he found a good job and started to raise a family. He was unaware of
the statue of limitations, and when the collection agency requested that he
send an email, he did, acknowledging that he had taken the debt and never
repaid it. The company refused to settle and sued for interest as well. Ethan
should have “let sleeping zombies sleep”.
My policy is simple. If I owe, I should repay. However, if I am caught between two rocks, and my debts are written off by the creditor, I still own the
debt even if the statute of limitations had passed. My credit score will be
lowered, and a low credit score can prevent me from applying for a mortgage or renting an apartment. I know that collection agencies buy debts for
as low as two cents to the dollar, and are willing to negotiate a settlement.
I prefer a lump sum payment and not monthly, because with monthly, I can
restart the clock. By making a settlement, I can rebuild my credit score.
Jenifer was hounded with calls from the collection agency. She was told
that if she made a $10 payment, the calls would stop. The calls did stop, but
the statute of limitation restarted, and she was sued for the balance.
According to Equifax, a credit bureau that tracks the history of borrowers, Canadian debts are on the rise with low interest rates. Interest rates
will eventually climb, and with it, higher delinquency. Collection agencies
will have a feeding frenzy.

Jay Brijpaul
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Illegal activities take shine off gold sector’s image

I

n spite of its relative importance to Guyana’s economy,
the gold sector’s image runs the risk of being tarnished by
crime, money laundering, and corruption.
Allegations that one of Guyana’s largest gold exporters, El
Dorado Trading was involved in filtering Venezuelan gold into
the local market last year led to the Royal Canadian Mint suspending purchases of gold from the company.
In a letter dated August 19, 2020 to the
Guyana Gold Board, the RCM stated that
“the London Bullion Mark Association contacted the Mint to advise that a grievance
has been filed via the Mineral Grievance
Platform, connecting El Dorado to illegally sourced Venezuelan gold”. As a result,
the Mint suspended “any material from El
Dorado coming into the Mint’s supply chain effective immediately and until further notice”. El Dorado is a client of the GGB,
which sells gold to the RCM.
Chief Executive Officer of El Dorado Trading, Tamesh
Jagmohan, vehemently denied the claim in the local press
stating: “Totally untrue! There is no trace, not the slightest… that Venezuelan gold is seeping into our supply chain.”
Investigations into this issue are apparently continuing.
To prove that it is not engaged in any illegal activities,
the company has engaged a world-recognised auditor, BDO
International, which is on the approved list of LBMA list of
Auditors. The audit firm is currently auditing the supply chain
and compliance regime dating back to 2018. The company
said that it has authorised BDO to share with its international
business associates all information necessary in keeping with
the Precious Metals Industry best practices supervised by the
LBMA.
Evidently, the illegal trading of gold has been under the radar
for some time, but was apparently largely ignored. According to
local press reports, concerns that Venezuelan gold was filtering
into the local market in 2019, resulting in a depreciation of the
Guyana dollar, was flagged by the Financial Intelligence Unit,
which recommended that a high-level team be established to
do a comprehensive review of the trading of gold in its second
half of 2019 report.
The FIU also sought to determine whether the elevated
exchange rate for US$ was being influenced by businesses
involved in the gold trade/export. It also urged that action be
taken against illegal cambios, and recommended that “a highlevel team be established to complete a more comprehensive
review of the gold trading and foreign exchange trading markets
to better understand their inner workings and implications”.
It is widely believed that some cambios are linked to illegal
gold trading, the drug trade, and money laundering.
So far, it is unclear whether the previous APNU+AFC coalition government took any action on the FIU recommendations.
A recent press report indicates that neither the current, nor
the previous Attorney Generals were aware of the FIU recommendations.
Another case that is believed to have links to mining, drugs,
and money laundering is that of Guyanese drug kingpin,
Shervington Lovell, who was arrested in Jamaica in October

2018 on drug related charges. Lovell’s company had apparently
invested more than (Guy) $1.2 billion in real estate, with (Guy)
$766 million allegedly coming from a mining company.
Circumstantial evidence indicates that mining, money laundering, and drugs are closely tied. It seems as though some
individuals may have established mining companies that actually do not engage in mining. But yet these companies report the
discovery of large quantities of gold.
Apparently, these companies use cash
obtained from drug trafficking to buy gold
Dwarka
from legitimate producers, and then sell the
Lakhan
gold through official sources, thereby legitimising the dirty drug money.
Therein lies a few problems. One, reported gold production rises; two, legitimate
producers sell gold illegally, thereby robbing the government
of royalties; three, dirty drug money enters the banking system
legally; and four, the supposedly legal money is used to acquire
real property.
It is estimated that as much 60 percent of all gold production
goes unreported. A
significant portion
of such production
is believed to be
illegally funnelled
through the country’s porous borders, and supports
a range of illegal
activities, including
money laundering,
tax evasion, and the
drug trade.
Arguably, there
are measures in
place to identify
legitimate sources
of gold, but whether they are diligently implemented remain
questionable. Incidentally, official monitoring and supervision
of production activities remain challenging.
On another front, gold miners have been plagued by a spate
of criminal activity, ranging from robberies to murder, making
mining a risky business. With mining activity located in the
interior regions of the country, bringing crime under control is
challenging.
In spite of the problems plaguing the gold sector, it continues
to flourish in an environment of high gold prices. Typically,
gold production increases when international gold prices are
high. Though prices have been volatile, they have been trending
higher since September 2018, but are still below the high of (US)
$2,069 an ounce in August 2011. Gold closed at (US) $1,888 an
ounce on December 31, 2020, way above its September 2010 low
of (US) $1,210 an ounce.
Gold production currently accounts for almost 12 percent of
Guyana’s GDP, increasing steadily since 2006, when it contributed only five percent of GDP.
Gold’s increasing contribution to GDP has resulted from

higher levels of production. In 2019, the sector produced,
641,828 troy ounces of gold, below its peak year in 2016, when
production was 710,706 ounces. Since 2006, production has
averaged 463,540 ounces per year, with a low of 182,216 ounces
in 2006.
Gold is largely produced by Artisanal, Small and Medium
scale mining, which currently accounts for approximately 80
percent of total gold production in Guyana. Over the past five
years, large scale mining commenced making inroads, and
is expected to erode the contribution of ASMs over time, but
ASMs are expected to remain the major source of gold production for years to come. Currently, there are more than 20 foreign
mining companies operating in Guyana, but only two companies are engaged in large-scale mining.
In addition, gold is a major source of employment. It is estimated that the sector directly and indirectly employs more than
100,000 Guyanese, or over one quarter of the adult workforce,
accentuating its relative importance to the economy.
The sector indirectly induces other ancillary economic activities, such as food production, trade and local transport to supply to miners; trade
(especially food and
beverages); as well
as local transport
between the mine
site and the neighbouring communities. It also supports
economic activities
in mineral exploration, mining equipment and supplies,
surveying, drilling,
trading, jewellery
manufacturing, and
other retail activities.
Therefore,
the
multiplier effect of gold and diamond mining on the economy
is much greater than recognised, indicating that the sector’s
contribution to Guyana’s GDP might be grossly understated.
At the same time, the sector has come under scrutiny because
of the environmental risks that mining typically poses, exacerbated by the government’s Low Carbon Development and Green
State Development strategies; and pressures from the international community that places environmental risks ahead of the
development agenda of emerging economies like Guyana’s.
There is no doubt that the gold sector will remain a critical
component of Guyana’s economy. However, it would appear that
better supervision of its activities is necessary to avoid tarnishing it image.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is available
on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

Guyana’s AGs unaware of FIU’s call for probe into gold trading

Georgetown – Guyana’s current and former Attorneys ing media disclosures that the Guyana Gold Board is cur- and even legitimate cambios, were being used to support illegal
General declared last week they are unaware of the Financial rently investigating allegations made to the Minerals Grievance gold trade between Guyana and Venezuela during the period
Intelligence Unit’s recommendation for a high-level probe of Platform that local large-scale gold trader, El Dorado Trading, January 2018 and July 2019.
is connected to illegally sourced Venezuelan gold. El Dorado
The cambio operations specifically reviewed in the analysis
gold trading, which it made in 2019.
included Confidential Cambio (Mohamed’s Enterprise), El
Speaking with the media last week, Attorney General Anil Trading has vehemently denied the allegations.
Following these allegations, the Royal Canadian Mint sus- Dorado Trading (Tameshwar Jagmohan), and L. Mahabeer &
Nandlall said he will investigate the matter, with a view for
pended intake of El Dorado gold
Son Cambio (Latchman ‘Latchoo’ Mahabeer),
implementation.
from the GGB until further notice.
Stabroek News reported last week.
“I will have to update myself with the recomLast week FIU Head Matthew
The FIU also sought to determine whether the
mendations, and then examine them with a view
Langevine told the media he had no
elevated exchange rate for USD was being influto implementation after discussing with the variknowledge on whether any of his
enced by businesses involved in the gold trade/
ous sectors and the various organisations, whose
recommendations made to senior
export. It then posited a number of questions, and
input may be necessary,” Nandlall said.
government officials had been acted
recommended that “a high-level team be estabNandlall’s predecessor, former AG Basil
upon.
lished to complete a more comprehensive review
Williams, also told the media he has no knowl“The FIU would have made the
of the gold trading and Foreign Exchange trading
edge of the report, which was submitted during
recommendations…. A lot of them
markets to better understand its inner workings
his tenure.
you would see probably had not
and implications”.
Said Williams: “I haven’t seen a report… As
been acted on as yet; but that aspect
Additionally, the FIU said, “Action needs to be
Chairman of the [Caribbean Financial Action
Anil Nandlall
Basil Williams
of it is outside of the purview of the
taken at addressing the issue of illegal Cambios
Task Force], and as Chairman of our [Antiincluding ‘roadside cambios’”.
Money Laundering & Countering of Financing for Terrorism] FIU. To my knowledge, it doesn’t appear so,” Langevine said.
The FIU report in the second half of 2019 had also urged
The FIU also contended that the Central Bank should review
programme, I don’t know of an FIU report.”
The FIU had recommended in 2019 that a high-level team that action be taken against illegal cambios. The report was one the appropriateness of gold dealers/traders being approved to
be established to conduct a comprehensive review of the trading of several that were presented before the final draft, Langevine operate licensed cambios. It recommended that the Central
Bank and Law Enforcement should become “more proactively
of gold, amid concerns that Venezuelan gold was filtering into said.
In the second half of 2019 the FIU set about to determine involved in addressing the various issues including undertaking
the local market in 2019, which was causing the Guyana dollar
whether there was information to support the assumptions of undercover operations to ensure all completed transactions
to depreciate.
There has been renewed interest in the gold trade follow- that US currency traded through the illegal roadside cambios, are being declared/ reported by Licensed Cambios”.
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Human rights & national security in Guyana, Suriname, & T&T
By Treb Narahcmar
Guyana, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago have experiuman rights and their protection are the keys to enced violence against their Indian populations. In Guyana, the
national and human security in the Caribbean gen- murder, rape, pillage, and desecration of Indians in Wismar and
erally, and in particular, the Indo-Caribbean world. elsewhere remain vivid in the memories of Guyanese, who also
Democratic governance, the rule of law, and respect for one’s remember some return violence against Afro-Guyanese.
belief and culture are the indispensable foundations for personal
In Guyana, every time there is electoral unrest, there are
security.
threats to the lives and property of Indians. Indians live in conStated summarily, the will of the people must be the basis of tinuous, pervasive fear and insecurity in all three of these counthe authority of government. One must
tries. Their lives and physical safety are
be able to go to the Courts for protecever at the mercy of murderous mobs.
tion of one’s freedom and liberties if need
Respecting and protecting human
be. The Courts must be scrupulously
rights under democracy and the rule
independent and impartial. Police and
of law are the keys to preventing the
security personnel must know that they
continuation of these insecurities. The
will be held accountable for any breach
repeated rigging of elections is unfortuof the law.
nately part of the history of Guyana, and
The wider Caribbean is well-known
it is a matter of the utmost importance
for the rich diversity of its peoples.
that ways be found of assuring the secuIn her acclaimed novel, Arch of Fire,
rity of the population against violence at
Barbara Lallah bought out vividly the
election time. There is also the related
diverse origins of Jamaicans, with the
issue of power-sharing that needs to be
coming together of Indigenous people,
addressed urgently.
slaves, Indentured labourers, buccaneers,
Even while recognising the need to
migrants, and fortune hunters. Jamaica’s
tackle the issue of power-sharing, it is of
national motto is admirably stated: “Out
the utmost importance that the security
of many, one people”.
and rights of all parts of the population
Guyana, Suriname, and Trinidad and
be respected and protected in the hereTobago present unique challenges when
and-now. Each country must, therefore,
it comes to ensuring national and human
have in place adequate and effective
Dr Cheddi Jagan
security. In all three countries, the Indian
institutions for ensuring respect for, and
populations, while proud of their national identities, simultane- protection of, fundamental human rights. Guyana, Suriname,
ously strive to hold on to their cultures, religions, and traditions. and Trinidad and Tobago all must have strong, independent
The protection of culture, religion, traditions are basic tenets of national human rights commissions that strive to promote and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
protect human rights on an ongoing basis.
Yes, Indian cultures, religions, and traditions are inteUnfortunately, all three countries lack such effective national
gral parts of the broader Caribbean identity. Yet, in Guyana, human rights commissions. The need is particularly acute in
Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago, the Indian populations Guyana, which is continuously prone to violence by criminal
experience special insecurities. Guyana and Suriname have mobs against innocent people. During the last set of constituboth experienced undemocratic seizures of power. Trinidad and tional changes in Guyana, several human rights related comTobago also experienced an attempted coup d’état by forces with missions were established, but there is still no national human
extremist and intolerant ideologies. In all three countries there rights commission as such. There are, on paper, sectoral comis the risk of prejudiced mob power.
missions meant to act for the protection of children, women,

H
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and indigenous populations, as well as an ethnic relations
commission. These have all been empty shells ever since their
establishment.
In design, the chairs of the four commissions were meant
to constitute a national human rights commission under an
independent chair. The national commission thus envisaged has
never come together, and an independent chair has never been
appointed who might have been able to give the body some
life. There is also no staff for such an independent commission. There is a fundamental flaw in the design of the national
human rights commission, which, in any event, has never been
constituted.
Guyana urgently needs an independent, adequate, and effective national human rights commission that can act to promote
and protect the human rights of all parts of its population. This
is vitally important for the prevention of ethnic violence, and for
guaranteeing the security and safety of all parts of the Guyanese
population. An independent national human rights commission
can help draft a national vision statement that embraces all parts
of the population. It can identify populations in danger, and in
need of protection. It can monitor the performance of electoral
bodies, the courts, law-enforcement and security personnel. It
can help foster the cultivation of a national culture drawing on
the cultures and traditions of its constituent peoples.
There are good examples of such national human rights
commissions in multi-ethnic societies. One might here cite
the national human rights commissions of South Africa, India,
Kenya, and Uganda.
It is a matter of the utmost importance to get such an independent national human rights commission established in
Guyana without the slightest delay. The national security of
Guyanese urgently demands this. The human security of every
Guyanese begs for this.
One should judge the present political dispensation in
Guyana on whether an adequate and effective national human
rights commission is set up in Guyana as a matter of the greatest urgency and priority. The late Dr Cheddi Jagan ardently
believed in the role of respect for, and protection of human
rights, in the development of the Guyanese nation. He spoke
and wrote about this subject. Perhaps his current ‘heirs’ will be
faithful to his belief in the role of human rights in assuring and
protecting national and human security. Let us hope so.
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High Court dismisses APNU+AFC’s election petition

The field hospital on the Qatari military aircraft

Qatar flies in field hospital
Georgetown – A field hospital arrived in Georgetown last
night from Qatar, and is expected to be assembled the compound of the West Demerara Regional Hospital.
The hospital arrived on a Qatari military aircraft, which
landed at the Cheddi Jagan International Airport. The aircraft
and its contents were officially received by Minister of Health,
Dr Frank Anthony.
Earlier this week, during a Covid-19 update, Anthony said
that in 2020 President Irfaan Ali had had discussions with the
Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, about both
nations furthering their relationship. The leaders also discussed
Covid-19, Anthony said.
At that time Qatar pledged to support Guyana’s effort in dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic.
“The hospital would be able to accommodate about 60 beds,
and it has all the necessary equipment for critically ill patients,”
Anthony said. It will boost Guyana’s capacity to handle Covid19 cases, since the hospital is equipped with ventilators and
monitors, Anthony added.
In a post on the Office of the President’s Facebook page, Ali
thanked the Emir and the people of Qatar for their support.
“Weeks after my inauguration, the Emir and I spoke, and
he promised to fly in a field hospital and accessories; today he
delivered on that promise,” Ali wrote.
He added that Guyana will soon be establishing an embassy
in Qatar to continue fostering relations between the two countries.

Georgetown – Citing the importance of the statutory time- tion 99p2020 ab initio, more so as the court has to consider
lines when it comes to election matters, Chief Justice Roxane this status quo at the time of service and not the proceedings or
George delivered a fatal blow to the second APNU+AFC position of a party or parties adopted thereafter. This is to say
election petition, with the High Court dismissing it owing to from the time petition 99p2020 was served out of time on the
improper service.
second respondent as a necessary party, it was
Filed on September 15, 2020 by APNU+AFC
a non-starter.”
agents Monica Thomas and Brennan Nurse,
The High Court’s decision to dismiss the
Petition 99 of 2020, was asking the court to
petition was met with fury by APNU party
order the Chairman of the Guyana Elections
member, James Bond, who wasted no time in
Commission, Retired Justice Claudette Singh,
blaming its leaders for botching the effort.
to declare David Granger as the “duly elected
In a social media post, Bond urged the party
President of Guyana”.
leaders who organised the petition to resign.
The declaration would be keeping in accorThe errors that led to the petition being thrown
dance with Article 177 of the Constitution.
out were “gross incompetence”, he declared.
Lawyers for the petitioners contended that
Said Bond: “The entire leadership of
GECOM unlawfully conducted the March
APNU+AFC who had anything to do with the
2, 2020 General and Regional Elections, and
planning and execution of the election petithat the outcome of those elections might
tion should resign immediately. This is gross
have been affected owing to unlawful acts or
incompetence. This is madness! This is what
omissions.
we slaved for.”
CJ Roxane George
It also alluded to some of the findings of
Bond noted that the botching of the electhe 33-day long National Recount of the ballots, and claimed tion petition was symptomatic of a clique or cabal that want to
that numerous discrepancies and irregularities were uncovered. “control everything”. He also appealed to his followers on social
As a result, the integrity of the entire elecmedia to question PNC party leaders, saying,
toral process was compromised, the petition
when they “come for your vote at Congress,
claimed.
ask them what part they played in the election
Thomas and Nurse also claimed that
petition”.
GECOM failed in the execution of its mandate
Bond also issued a personal appeal to his
to supervise the registration of electors, and
followers by recalling the sacrifices he made
the administrative conduct of the elections.
during the election campaign leading up to the
In summary, what the APNU+AFC agents
March 2, 2020 General and Regional Elections.
sought was to vitiate the results of the March
“We deserve better leadership than this.
2, 2020 General and Regional Elections, have
Imagine campaigning for months, close down
Granger declared as the winner, and then
my office, spend my money, give of my time,
installed as head of the government of Guyana.
sleepless nights… then (PNC/APNU+AFC) go
However, Chief Justice George found that
and mess it up just so,” Bond complained. He
the case was not properly served to former
labeled the entire PNC leadership as being
Granger, according to the rules outlined in the
“incompetent.”
James Bond
National Assembly Validity of Elections Act.
Bond has been extremely critical of the
Granger is also the leader of APNU+AFC’s List of Candidates, PNC leadership, and of former President Granger. Since the
and is named as the second respondent.
election loss, he has criticised the party’s leadership style, espeSaid Justice George: “As [a] consequence, the late service cially the shutting out of several party stalwarts, among them
of Petition 99 of 2020 on the second respondent amount to Chairwoman Volda Lawrence, from the APNU+AFC parlianon-service on him. This would lead to nullification of peti- mentary list for the 12th Parliament.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

HEAD OFFICE

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

Tel: 416-901-7797

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

O

ur stores comply with all
the legal requirements
with respect to the Covid-19
pandemic, such as hand
sanitising, face masks, social
distancing, etc. We ensure a
very safe environment for all
entering the premises.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO FEBRUARY 2, 2021
GUYANA HASSAR

FRESHLY FROZEN
FINE BANGAMARY

MARSHALL’S BONELESS
SALTFISH

$299 lb

$200 pk

LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

CHAMPION CHOW MEIN

GUYANA GOLD RICE

CRIX/DIXIE CRACKERS

$1339 Lge Tin

3/$499

$1599 bag

$399 pk

JU-C JUICE
MIXED FLAVOURS

FRESH WATER
COCONUTS

MARSHALL’S SARDINES

LARGE BARRELS

$299 ea

2/$300

$1500

$499 lb
While Quantities Last

$1900 case

SNAPPER FISH
ROE (EGGS)

$399 lb

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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Andrea Douglas

Anthony Subryan

Jan Morgan

Imran Ally

Komal Samaroo

Pamela Maynard

Sandra Brewster

Tosh Jeffrey

Diaspora celebrated for arts, volunteerism, & business
From Page 1
State; national development is expected to
leap-frog, and Guyana is poised to become one
of the leading economies in the Caribbean.”
Ali told the virtual gathering there remains
much work to be done, adding, “Our Republic
must be safeguarded; our economy transformed, and our people protected and provided with higher living standards.”
He also reached out to the diaspora, saying
the forthcoming change “will be intensified
over the next ten years”, and in a direct address
to Guyanese nationals abroad, he told his international, online audience, “In order to drive
this development we will need more skilled
human resources. We shall seek to tap into
the reservoir of skilled Guyanese within the
diaspora. We need all Guyanese, at home and
abroad, to be involved in our country’s future
development.”
Ali then extended a presidential invitation
to the diaspora, saying, “I invite all to be part
of this historic process of transforming the
Republic into a modern, resilient and flourishing State where democracy is respected, our
borders sacrosanct; our territorial integrity
non-negotiable, and all feel included and recognised.”
In her message, Consul General of Guyana
to Toronto Choo noted the homeland was
“poised to become one of the largest oil-producing nations in this hemisphere”; that it was
“on the verge of a massive economic transformation”, and it was important that Guyana “be
united as a nation more than ever”.
One of the major highlights at the event was
the 50th Golden Jubilee Awards, which saw her
congratulating the recipients here in Toronto.
Thanking the awardees for “valuable services and contributions to our communities,
both in Canada and Guyana”, Choo noted:
“You are a testimony of what is possible when
people with big hearts and dedication come
together to make a difference in the lives of
Guyanese. May you all be an inspiration to all
Guyanese to strive for excellence and to be that
role model to our future generations.”
Among the awardees was Dr Narendra
Singh, whose non-profit organisation, Giving
Health to Kids, was recognised for excellence,
innovation, and outstanding achievement.
GHTK’s mission is to decrease the neonatal
and infant mortality rates in developing countries, starting with Guyana. Its initial work was
focused on the Georgetown Public Hospital

Corporation with the opening of a new ICU,
but has now expanded to five other hospitals
in Guyana.
Yvonne Triesman was the recipient of an
Outstanding Achievement Award for work
with the Canada Guyana
Outreach
Mission
(CanGo), a non-profit
organisation dedicated
to promoting health care
in Guyana. Its outreach
is to the general public,
with an emphasis on the
remote part of Guyana.
Tosh Jeffrey was
recognised as a Young
Professional Community
Catalyst. He is an artist who advocates that
Guyana is part of him,
and through his art people can experience a part
of his Guyanese heritage.
Komal
Samaroo
An Yin
was the recipient of the
Business Excellence & Leadership award,
Demerara Distillers Limited. DDL’s commitment to the Guyanese community in Canada
remains visible and commendable, and over
the years its El Dorado brand has supported
many Guyanese community events hosted by
the Caribbean Northern Charities, and Giving
Health to Kids, among others.
Anthony Trevor Subryan was another recipient of the Business Excellence and
Leadership award for the work done by his
company, ATS Engineering Inc., which is recognised as a leader in the dairy industry in
Canada for its innovative work.
A Posthumous Arts & Entertainment award
was given to Pamela Maynard. She was born
in Guyana, and was a versatile artiste performing in the genres of Gospel, Reggae, Soul,
R&B, Jazz, Calypso, and Soca. She made history in the film industry by receiving awards
in four genres of music including Best Reggae;
Country & Western; Soul; and R&B from
SurfNoir Inc in the US. She passed away in
2012.
Joe Jaglall was the recipient of the award
for Volunteerism & Community Service. The
award was presented for significant contributions made to a community through time,
actions, talents, and dedication. Over the years,
Jaglall has partnered with many organisations

From Page 1
“[The effort] started off as weekly, and
moved to monthly, given that we are still doing
the same numbers, but it was more convenient
for the donors, volunteers, and clients to come
once a month,” Alli said.
Many donors have been contributing consistently, including the Muslim Welfare Centre in
Scarborough, which gives almost 50 hampers
each month in targeted donations to families in
the Jane & Finch neighbourhood.
Aside from food donations, case worker
volunteers work through ASPIRE, a service
offered through the Muslim Food Bank, to
conduct further outreach to donation recipients to determine if there are any additional
needs.
The case workers then identify available

resources, and connect clients to the appropriate tools.
Last September, Mohamed Aslim-Zafis, a
58-year-old volunteer with the organisation
was stabbed to death as he sat outside, ensuring Covid-19 protocols were followed when
entering the mosque.
Said Alli: “We continue the Table of Mercy
in his memory. In a time when we’re living with so much hate, it’s a good reminder
that compassion and humanity [are panaceas
against this hatred].”
Table of Mercy’s next donation drop off
is scheduled for January 30, with January 31
marked for pick-ups and deliveries. The group
hopes to maintain the 600-hamper distribution in an effort to support as many families
as possible.

Table of Mercy aims for 600 hampers
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to raise funds for needy and vulnerable members of the community. Among the organisations benefiting from Jaglall’s work are the
Vedic Cultural Centre in Markham; the Peel
Arya Samaj Mandir and Cultural Centre;
and the Shiva Mandir
in Scarborough, among
others.
Linden King was
also a recipient of the
award for Volunteerism
& Community Service.
Over the last 48 years,
he has made extraordinary contributions to
the betterment of the
community, distinguishing himself through a
multitude of leadership
roles. King is President
for Safe City Mississauga;
Chair for the United Way
Greater Toronto Black
Community Advisory
Choo
Council; and Co-Chair
for The Peel Region Police Black Community
Advisory Group, among many other groups.
Imran Ally also received a Volunteerism &
Community Service award. He is the official
Imam and resident scholar (Shaykh) of the

TARIC Islamic Centre where he continues in
service since 2000.
Ally also supports Guyana through volunteering with the Canadian Support Group of
the Central Islamic Organisation of Guyana.
Jan Morgan was the recipient of an Arts &
Entertainment award. Described as a musical
genius, and a musician’s musician, Morgan is
well-known as a trumpeter extraordinaire, and
has performed with the Jazz Crusaders; and
The Yorbua Singers and Sound Dimension.
Another Arts & Entertainment award went
to Sandra Brewster, a visual artist based in
Toronto. Brewster is recognised for her community-based practice that centres on Black
presence located in Canada. Among other
places, her work has been featured at the Art
Gallery of Ontario; the Art Gallery of Guelph;
and the Royal Ontario Museum.
Andrea Douglas also received an Arts &
Entertainment awards. She was recognised for
founding the Children & Youth Dance Theatre
in 1992, and the Caribbean Dance Theatre
in 1995, serving as its Artistic Director and
Performer.
Douglas has also performed for the Miss
Guyana Canada pageant; the Miss Jamaica
pageant; the Miss Caribbean/Canada pageant;
the Applause Institute’s Cotillion Ball; and the
Edge Program.

DESIGN YOUR FUTURE

• Custom Homes
• Home Remodeling
• OBC Building Permits
BUILDING PERMIT DRAWINGS – FAST AND AFFORDABLE

www.wall-sections.com

Fully Licensed & Insured Designers
In The Province Of Ontario

Give us a call today!
Tel: 647.818.4028
Email: allan@wall-sections.com
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Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
*Some Conditions Apply
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Guyanese-born Captain Ralph Clement cops success in NYPD
tremendous achievement, and the sky is the
By Dhanpaul Narine
limit for this police officer.
ho leaves Guyana for Canada, at
Captain Clement is grateful to the many
age 14, a stowaway to New York,
persons
that helped him in the journey.
and ends up as a Captain, and
Captain Ralph Clement: Commanding Officer, 9th Precinct, NYPD
Apart from his parents, and Telbert Sylvester
Commanding Officer, in the New York Police
Clement, Ralph would like to thank his wife
Department?
Ralph went to the 13th Precinct in the
sometimes, but someone else may see that you
for her wonderful support. She hails from
Ralph Clement tells his story with
can do better. That thought has stuck with me, Flatiron District, and then to Midtown South
Couva, in Trinidad.
unabashed realism, and a seriousness that
in Times Square.
and I believe the people have the capacity to
John Farley was a
should warm the heart of the immigrant
It is most ironic
do well, if they are given real encouragement.”
great inspiration.
community. The story
that Ralph would
Ralph thought
Deputy Chief
inspires, motivates,
become a Captain
about Farley’s
Brendan Timoney
and typifies the
suggestion, and with in Times Square,
is a valued mentor.
splendor of the
the place where he
the support of his
He had Ralph
American Dream.
was dropped off as
wife, he studied for
as his Executive
Ralph landed
an undocumented,
the police exams
Officer in Midtown
in New York with
14-year-old, and
and passed it. The
Precinct South.
nothing but dreams.
where he started his
sacrifice had paid
Assistant Chief
The bus stopped at
career as a cop.
off, and now it
Stephen Hughes
Times Square, and
Ralph spent
was time to wear
showed faith in
Ralph had to learn
some time as the
the uniform of the
Ralph’s abilities
the ways of the City.
Commanding Officer
New York Police
and motivated,
He attended school in
of the Homeless
Department.
and supported
Guyana, and did well,
Outreach Unit that he
Ralph joined
him to become
but now he had to
helped to restructure.
the NYPD in July
Commanding
start anew.
His experience with
2005 and was
Officer in the 9th
He drew inspiration
the homeless was
posted to the Sixth
Precinct.
from his mother
useful, and became
Precinct. He was
We are proud
Pamela Clement and
the capstone essay for
like a sponge,
of Captain
his dad Sheik Karrim.
his Masters’ Degree
learning all aspects
Ralph Clement.
They lived in Eccles
from John Jay College.
of the job. He was
He is affable,
on the East Bank of
Ralph was posted
to spend four years
Captain Ralph Clement
approachable, and
Demerara in Guyana,
to Midtown North
in the Precinct,
willing to share
and they were hard working parents.
where he gained
making a positive difference in the life of the
his expertise with
Then there was Telbert Sylvester
valuable experience.
community.
Indo-Guyanese newborn Ralph was others. The officers
Clement, who married the sister of Ralph’s
This prepared him
Ralph was not content to sit on his
raised by an Afro-Guyanese Telbert and the community
grandmother. Telbert, an Afro-Guyanese,
for a position that
achievements. He wanted to move up in the
Sylvester Clement. He gave Ralph his reciprocate
from Pouderoyen, and a Sergeant in the
was suited to his
ranks. He began to study for the Sergeant’s
last name, and would be proud of Ralph’s positively toward
Guyana Police Force, raised Ralph’s mother
talent and aptitude.
exam, and he took the exam in 2009. He was
achievements.
him. We know that
as his own daughter. He was more than a
He was promoted
successful, and was promoted a year later.
Borough Chief is in the making. We wish
grandfather to Ralph. He gave the young man
as Commanding Officer of the 9th Precinct
In 2011, he took the Lieutenant’s exam
Captain Ralph Clement and his family all the
his last name.
in Times Square. He currently has 170
and was again successful. His next goal was
best in the future.
Ralph enrolled at John Adams High School
police officers working under him. This is a
to study to become a Captain. It was one
in Queens, New York, and found that he was
of the hardest tests to pass, but Ralph was
good in Chemistry and English. In 1996,
equal to the task. He burned the midnight
he left John Adams and entered the world
oil, and when the results came out, he passed
of work. He was assigned as a contractor to
with flying colours. He was now a Captain,
Revlon, and the boss was John Farley. He
and was assigned for training at the Police
encouraged Ralph to become a police officer.
Academy, while he waited to be given his own
As Ralph puts it, “You don’t see yourself
command.
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Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation

P

andit Krishna Sukul who resides
in Scarborough, Ontario, is
appealing to the community for
urgent assistance to help save the life of
his 54-year old wife Satwattie Sukul.
She is suffering from kidney failure
with both of her kidneys functioning at
only five percent efficiency.
She is on peritoneal dialysis and has
to do exchanges four times every day,
which is done at home.
She has completed all the required
medical examinations at the Scarborough
General and St Michael’s Hospital, and is
currently on a waiting list for a kidney.
The estimated waiting period is
between two to five years, but with her
kidney function deteriorating rapidly,
urgent help is needed for a transplant of
one kidney.
Her blood group is ‘O’, which is considered a priority, but in the absence of a
donor with this blood type, any other type
of donor would be accepted.
The doctors indicated that anyone
can live happily with one kidney, and
that a donor would be tested medically
to ensure that there would be no complications before accepting a donation.
Several individuals have done this type of
procedures before and they are living a
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Satwattie Sukul

normal life.
Pt Sukul is making this earnest appeal
for anyone who might be in a position to
help save the life of his wife.
He may be contacted at (416) 2675038, or through his sister Rajmini at
(905) 783- 0459.
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REGIONAL DIRECTIONS

Caribbean’s future & viability in enabling its youth
By Jerome Teelucksingh
respect for teachers. During the past two years, many were
he youths in the Caribbean region and the diaspora shocked to learn of students in Trinidad and Tobago, who were
need to be instilled with optimism to take full advan- verbally abusing teachers in secondary schools. A similar public
tage of the available opportunities. However, in 2021, outcry occurred in 2013 in Barbados with the discovery of stuthe harsh realities of limited markets result in many of their dents participating in open sex acts. Such problems point to an
hopes being dashed. The lack of job opportunities, racism, and abuse of freedom, and a breakdown in family life and morals in
religious discrimination have also affected the
Caribbean society.
young Caribbean citizens.
There is a need to bridge the generation
In the 21st century, the Caribbean societies
gap and ensure that the mature, rational, and
so-called old-fashioned traditional advice and
are in a perpetual state of pessimism in which
wisdom from the elders would not fall on
dreams fail to materialise, and political promises are regularly broken. If Caribbean unity
deaf ears. This shaky relationship between the
is to be achieved, then the Caribbean youths
young and old creates unnecessary fragmentamust initially demonstrate loyalty and patriotion in our Caribbean society. Differences in
tism to the region.
opinion, ideas, fashion, lifestyle, music, culYoung adults need to envision a united
ture, and social activities must be appreciated
Caribbean society in which they are making
and tolerated by all age groups.
No longer should youth be stereotyped
substantial contributions. Our young voices
are either being muffled or are shouting in the
as being immature and rash because in our
wilderness for attention. Too many of our misfast-paced society, the relationships between
guided youth spend their lives chasing fantaparents and children, young adults. and their
peers are rapidly changing. For too long the
sies and their potential remains untapped and
Jerome Teelucksingh
wasted. There is a dire need for recognition
youth have been scapegoats for numerous
and praise of the young visionaries. Furthermore, the promo- Caribbean problems, and there is now an urgency for these
tion of positive role models is badly needed for this generation issues to be addressed by the labour leaders, teachers, parents,
to eliminate some of the social problems as poverty, crime, drug politicians, social workers and religious leaders.
abuse, pollution, street children, sexually transmitted diseases,
Even though there are periodic youth meetings linking the
and gender-based violence.
various islands, there is need for a vibrant association of young
Within schools, the indiscipline among students promotes minds willing to make decisions and take action on issues
fights, bullying, disruption of classes, absenteeism, and dis- affecting the region and our future. How many countries have

outspoken youth representatives in its councils or Parliament?
How many governments in the region turn to young people for
answers?
There is a need to gradually expose more of our young
people to the administration of their region. Local governments
and regional bodies, such as Caricom, must provide moral and
financial support for non-governmental organisations that are
working with our youths. These institutional bodies must prepare young minds to survive and face reality amidst limitations
in a developing society.
If the youths are ignored and marginalised, this ultimately
breeds a deviant subculture, which hampers the mission of
Caribbean unity. Resources need to be available for young
entrepreneurs and innovators. Youth-friendly programs are
needed in slums and rural areas. Unless such policies are implemented, there will always exist a brain-drain and an exodus of
frustrated talent seeking recognition or employment abroad.
The young men and women must understand that their mistakes and stumbling are part of a larger learning experience in
life.
The future of the Caribbean society, and the state of unity,
rest largely upon the dreams and visions of our youth in the
region. And unless they are properly nurtured and groomed,
the divisions and complacency that challenged unity in the 20th
century will persist for another generation.
Dr Jerome Teelucksingh is a senior lecturer at the St Augustine
Campus of The University of the West Indies in Trinidad &
Tobago. His explorations include the Indo-Caribbean diaspora
in North America, notable Afro-Caribbean personalities, and on
religion, gender, and ethnic relations in the Caribbean.

By Sir Ronald Sanders
he January 6 events that occurred in Washington, DC,
the revered capital of the US, have shaken the moral
authority of that country to lecture, threaten, and coerce
other countries in the name of democracy, rule of law, and
human rights.
The disgraceful scenes of Americans storming their own
sacred Capitol building – the long-claimed sanctuary for democracy – was bad enough, but what preceded it was worse. A mob,
mobilised to be lawless and violent, was deplorable. However,
what was despicable were the actions
of
Republican
Congresspersons who
wilfully and shamelessly tried to overturn the will of the
people to change the
government through
a democratic process
that was confirmed
by State and Federal
courts, and by the US
Supreme Court itself.
A sitting president
of the US, Donald
Trump,
openly
encouraged a mob to
Sir Ronald Sanders
be lawless and to do
precisely what they did – attack the bastion of the country’s lawmaking body in a determined attempt to carry out what was no
less than a coup d’état.
The mob – nothing less than terrorists – were intent upon
overturning the results of a legitimate presidential election, in
which both the popular vote and the votes of the Electoral college confirmed that Joseph Biden Jr had been elected president
of the US.
In the course of it all, within the hallowed halls of Capitol
Hill, blood was shed. Not the proverbial blood resulting from
heated debate and bruised egos, but real blood as Americans
shot at Americans, and a woman was killed.
When similar events occurred in other parts of the world,
especially developing countries – except those countries where
the US government favours the regimes in power, the US has
been swift to act with threats, sanctions, condemnation, and by
promoting censure in bodies such as the OAS.
Other governments that hang on to the coat tails of the US
have been quick to support their actions. Yet, even as the horrors at Capitol Hill were unfolding live on televisions worldwide, the OAS Secretary General Luis Almagro was silent until
pushed publicly to speak.
Hanger-on governments issued tame statements. None of
them belled the cat by calling the name of the person solely
responsible for bringing the US to this sorry pass in the eyes of
the international community. It took the leader of the minor-

OAS, the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Trade
Organisation, and elsewhere, eroding international law, norms,
and practices.
Thankfully, the institutions of democracy and the rule of law
remained strong and resilient in the US itself. Were it not for the
belief and commitment of Americans themselves – including, in
the end, Vice President Mike Pence – America and the world
would have been facing an unstable and disastrous future.
The world was brought to the brink of disaster on January 6 –
a date described by US Senate minority leader, Democrat Chuck
Schumer, as “....one of the darkest days in recent American history”.
It is to be hoped that Americans have learned a salutary lesson for democracy and the rule of law in their own country,
and about the importance of retaining and nurturing respect,
not fear, globally.
Hopefully, hanger-on governments around the world will
also have learned that standing up for principle is far more valuable than alliances with bullies with feet of clay.
Sir Ronald Sanders is Antigua and Barbuda’s ambassador to the
US and the OAS.
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Events of January 6 shake US’ moral authority on world stage

T
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ity New Democratic Party in Canada,
Jagmeet Singh, to publicly identify
the culprit. In a tweet, Singh declared,
“The horror unfolding in Washington
is frightening, and it was incited by
Donald Trump. He can end it now but
refuses to. Democracy must not be
intimidated. The violence must end.”
On the same day, the Miami Herald
interviewed me for a story titled,
‘Across Latin America and in Miami,
storming of US Capitol recalls chaos at
home’. The focus was on the parallels
between the assault on democracy and
the rule of law in the US, and its action
in Guyana during five months in 2020
when the US Government acted to Amazing scenes were witnessed: Rioters erect a noose outside the Capitol
end the stealing of the government building during the January 6 US insurrection; below, rioters preparing to
against the will of the electorate fol- invade and thrash the building (Getty Images)
lowing the March 2020 General and Regional elections.
I reproduce a section of the Miami Herald story:
“What’s happening in the US is a complete violation
of every democratic norm and also of the rule of law [by
Donald Trump and elements of the Republican Party]
in a flagrant attempt to remain in power,” Sanders said.
“Had that occurred in any developing country,
indeed in any country of the world, the US would have
been the first to roundly condemn those people, to apply
sanctions against those countries, and to take action in
the name of human rights, democracy and civil rights.”
Last year, Sanders noted, the Trump administration
issued visa sanctions against members of the Guyana
government when the country’s then-president, David
Granger, refused to accept the outcome of the South
American nation’s presidential elections and used the
court system to try and overturn the vote.
“The circumstances are almost identical,” he said.
“The US government applied sanctions, applied threats,
and claimed democracy was at risk and demanded
adherence by parties in Guyana, all of which were right.
I think all of those things were necessary, but you cannot
apply it to other countries and not apply it to yourself. If
you apply a double standard, you lose the authority to
tell anybody anything when they do wrong.”
That is the consequence of Trump’s rejection of the will of the
majority of the American people that he should not return to
the White House. It is also a consequence of the demeaning of
the sanctity and authority of the US Congress that he organised
and promoted for his selfish ends.
And, it is a consequence of the ready acquiescence of
Republicans in Congress, and of hanger-on governments,
including in the Caribbean – who remained silent and complicit
as Trump’s government forced its will on bodies such as the
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Why it is important to study Black History Month
Why Black History Month?
Me and Tuskegee
They try to strangle you
But you stood your ground,
Flying those planes,
Round and round.

The enemy had their plan
But you fought like a man,
You’re Black and you say,
‘I’m American, I do give a
damn!’

By Dhanpaul Narine
ebruary means Black History Month. It is the time
when teachers dust those books from the previous year
and brush up on their knowledge of Black personalities.
Do we need Black History? Should we set aside a month for
the study of Black History? Do Blacks have a history anyway?
The social media is abuzz with views on these topics.
In an effort to answer such questions the life and times of
Amos Beman is pertinent. The young Beman had his heart
set on attending Wesleyan, but in 1832 the college was not
admitting Blacks. However, the Board of Trustees passed a
resolution on October 10, 1832 saying that, “none but white
male persons shall be admitted as students of this institution”.
Beman was tutored three times a week in the living
room of abolitionist Samuel P. Dole, as private tutoring was
quite common at the time. Beman grew up and became an
influential pastor.
In 1843, Noah Webster, who is famous for his thesaurus,
asked Beman for his views on Black History. After a
discussion, Webster concluded that Blacks do not have a
history, and worse yet “there can be none”.
The view that Blacks are outside the mainstream of
history and are confined to barbarism took root among many
intellectuals and policymakers. History has shown that Blacks
had to overcome many obstacles before they were given the
right to vote in America. Public education with an integrated
school system came only in 1954 with Brown vs Board of
Education.
Colonialism left its mark on the Black psyche by
whitewashing history and depicting black civilisation as one
that was confined to the jungle. But this is not true. Africa had
a complex and rich civilisation long before its contact with
Europe. According to one view, “the miseducation upon the
Black psyche is designed to corrupt African-Americans’ sense
of racial unity and cohesion, mold the character of self-hatred,
and engender self-doubt and distrust among their groups”.
The violence of the colonial encounter and psychological
damage is described well by Franz Fanon, Steve Biko, Walter
Rodney, Homi Bhabha, and others. They discussed how
those that have suffered from the sentence of history have
given us the most enduring lessons for living and thinking.
This “sentence” has included subjugation, a feeling of
embarrassment, erosion of self-worth, and displacement of the
diaspora, among others.
Colonialism reduced many economies to a state of
dependency, created internal divisions, a Eurocentric status
quo, and glorified the hunter. Haiti was once known as the
Pearl of the Antilles. Its sugar and profits filled the coffers
of France and the boulevards gleamed in the summer. Haiti
fought for its Independence, and became the first free Black
Republic, a feat that is attributed to the ingenuity of Toussaint
L’Ouverture and the Haitian people.
But France had other strategies to try and chain the Haitian
spirit. It demanded reparations for its loss to slave owners in
the sum of 150 million francs. It took Haiti 122 years to repay
the debt with massive interest.

F

In 2010, President Nicolas Sarkozy visited Haiti for five
Crispus Attucks was, or who started Black History Month.
hours and said that colonisation had created many “wounds”,
Crispus Attucks was one of the most important persons
but he did not offer reparations as was expected.
in American history. He was the first to die in the American
Haitians thought that President Francois Hollande would
Revolution when he defended Americans against the British.
make redress during his visit in 2015, but he also failed to offer His name is emblazoned as a hero in the Boston Massacre.
reparations. He declared a memorial open and said that “the
The person that started Black History Month is Carter G.
fight for human dignity is not over”. Hollande told Haitians he
Woodson. He was the second Black American to earn a
was only in their country to repay a “moral debt”.
doctorate in history from Harvard, after W.E.B Dubois.
The Haiti example alone is worthy of a study of Black
Woodson wanted people to learn about the greatness of Black
history, and how the forces
culture, and he launched
of colonisation operated to
in 1926 what was then
deprive people of their selfNegro History Week.
esteem.
This grew into Black
Sarkozy visited Senegal
History Month, and it
in 2007. He wanted to
was officially recognised
outline a blueprint for
as such by US President
African development.
Gerald Ford in 1976.
His speech in Senegal has
Do we need a month to
continued to anger many
celebrate Black History?
people. Sarkozy said that
There is a growing
Africa had turned its back
feeling that relegating it
on progress.
to a month is an insult to
As he said, “The tragedy
Blacks. The actor Morgan
of Africa is that the African Tuskegee Airmen: African-Americans were not allowed Freeman has argued that
has never really entered into military leadership roles during WWII, which meant they there is no need for a
history. They have never
could not be pilots. Following activists lobbying for month to celebrate Black
really launched themselves
Blacks to contribute at more senior roles to the war History.
into the future. The African effort, the Army Air Corps formed the Tuskegee Institute
“It’s ridiculous. Are
peasant, who for thousands training program. The program was brutal for its racism you going to relegate my
of years lived according to
and stereotyping of African-Americans as pilots; however, history to a month? Which
the seasons, whose ideal
just before Pearl Harbour, the 99th Pursuit Squadron, the month is white history
life was to be in harmony
month? Which month is
first African-American unit, was formed on July 19, 1941.
with nature, only knew the
Jewish history month? I
eternal renewal of time, marked by the endless repetition of the don’t want a black history month. Black history is American
same gestures and the same words. In this imaginary world,
history. How do we get rid of racism? We have to stop talking
where everything starts over and over again, there is room
about it,” Freeman said.
neither for human endeavor, nor for the idea of progress. The
Freeman’s views resonated with Shukree Tilghman, who
traditional African never launched himself into the future.”
wanted to find out whether a month was indeed necessary to
Predictably, Sarkozy’s speech struck discordant notes in
study Black History. In his documentary More than a Month
Africa and elsewhere. How could he say that Blacks were
Tilghman suggested that a petition should be signed to end
without a history? This was Noah Webster in the 21st century!
Black History Month. This attracted mixed responses; some
Achille Mbembe of Cameroon is a professor at
persons felt that there was not enough of it, while others saw
Witwatersrand University in South Africa. He said that Sarkozy Black History as part of the bigger picture that is America.
was like a master speaking to his slave; a white chief with a bad
When Tilghman visited Lexington in Virginia, he was told
memory!
by the Sons of the Confederate Veterans that, “America has
The French rapper Roce is also eloquent about the evils of
been dumbed down in history which is one of the reasons why
exclusion and hypocrisy when he spoke about the fracture of
we are celebrating Confederate History Month”. But this begs
the cities and “the bitter taste of history that hurts the head”.
the question: if there is a celebration of Confederate History,
Black history is rich, inquisitive, and complex. The ancient
why not celebrate Black History? How can one be understood
Kingdoms of Africa highlight the important contributions that
without the other?
Africans have made to civilisation and culture. Its language,
The school’s curriculum needs to be restructured, so that
architecture, and humanity have the potential to unite peoples
more time is allocated to learn about the achievements of
of all persuasions. The marvelous inventions that Blacks have
Blacks. It is argued that since knowledge is at the fingertips
made can be seen all around us, and they need to be taught
of students, why only learn about Sojourner Truth, Harriet
and highlighted.
Tubman, Martin Luther King, Frederick Douglass, and a few
School districts will do well to include in their curriculum
others? The response to this is that if one learns about a Black
some portion of history to remind students that “everyday is
hero, then it will be a good starting point into the world of
history day”. The Internet and social media make it possible for Black achievements.
us to learn about different cultures and their contributions to
Do we need a Black History Month? Despite the criticisms
the grand mosaic. Black history needs to be taught on a daily
there is good reason to devote a month to study Black History
basis in schools, because many children are unaware of their
as a start. There is nothing to prevent an enquiring mind to
history and heritage. They can reel off from memory the latest
delve further into Black History, and if 28 days can lead to this,
songs, movies, and brand of sneakers, but cannot say who
then the month would have served a useful purpose.

How Guyanese-born Dunbar’s career was derailed

T

he decline and fall of Rudolph Dunbar are no longer
a mystery, the blog, An Overgrown Path, declared
on February 18, 2020. The blog is an eminent site for
classical music posts, and is a repository for, among other
things, a troubling exploration of the difficult life Dunbar
endured as a Black Guyanese-born conductor and musician
following WWII. Dunbar’s history was highlighted by IndoCaribbean World’s Dhanpaul Narine in its December 02, 2020
edition, which is available on Page 15.
As Narine noted, Dunbar rose to the top of the classical
music world during and immediately following WWII; among
his eternal credits is he was the first Black conductor of the
Berlin Philharmonic, which he led in 1945.
However, despite Dunbar’s talent and experience following
the war, the disturbing allegation later arose that his career
was derailed by a “producer/director” of music at the British
Broadcasting Corporation. AOP quotes an article on the San
Francisco classical station KDFC’s website that concludes,
“To this day, there is still mystery surrounding Dunbar’s
blacklisting from concert appearances. Although for Dunbar, it
wasn’t a mystery, it was racism”.
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However, as the AOP blog goes on to note, research into
the BBC’s archives has revealed new details how Dunbar’s
career was derailed. These details are now available following
research done by history professor Dr Wendy Webster at the
University of Huddersfield; it is published in her 2018 book,
Mixing It: Diversity in World War Two Britain.
As Webster’s research has discovered, after an Albert
Hall concert in 1942, then Under-Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and future Prime Minister Harold Macmillan
gave a lunch in Dunbar’s honour. An article by Minister of
Information Bernard Bracken appeared in the Sunday Express
afterwards, headlined ‘Colour bar must go’. At the time,
Dunbar was working with the Colonial Office to provide
positive coverage of efforts in Britain to suppress racism.
Following up on the article, the head of publicity at the CO
wrote the BBC proposing Dunbar be invited to conduct the
BBC Symphony Orchestra. It cited his successes with London
orchestras, and with the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.
However, the BBC did not take up the recommendation. As
AOP reports, after an interview between Dunbar and the
unnamed BBC Music Director, the latter stated, “I believe

through the insistence of
the Ministry of Information
[Dunbar’s] musical talents
have been praised by the
press on political grounds out
of proportion to his actual
achievements, and this has
given him an inflated idea of
his actual achievements”.
Rudolph Dunbar
AOP also reports the
unnamed Deputy Director of Music wrote to Radiodiffusion
Française in 1946, stating, “[Rudolph Dunbar] is from the
West Indies and a British subject, and the reason why he got
so much encouragement and support during the war was that
he represented the West Indies in our Ministry of Information.
Recently, he seems to have devoted his programmes to
American music – hence, I presume the similar support from
the American press. It is a pity he cannot conduct, because
he must have done harm rather than good to the cause of the
coloured people.”
Sadly, this racist exclusion derailed a promising career.

indocaribbeanworld.com | january 20, 2021

AUTHORS' CORNER

‘Unfathomable’ a journey into fluidity, uprootedness
throughout the text. It is an early evocation of how the liminal
Puddicombe, Ken. Unfathomable and Other Poems,
limits identity in its assertion of belonging in a landscape
Middleroad Publishers, 2020.
that cannot be pinned down. So the poet’s assertion, “I am
A review by Romeo Kaseram
from Guyana”, even as it is enunciated, in a breath is taken
ne of the key takeaways in Ken Puddicombe’s
away, made “unhomely”, and quickly dismantled as a rooted
Unfathomable and Other Poems is an unsettling
firmament. The colonial “British Guiana” is then shapeshifted
undertow that captures the reader, who having put a
with a name change, undoing the rootedness of “Guyana”, the
toe in to test its flow, is quickly swept away into the deep.
Thus, it goes without saying that for prospective, discerning emergent impermanence of its unmoored nomenclature an
implicit indicator that both worlds have collided, one historic,
readers, hardly any effort is required to penetrate beneath
the other modern, and are now hybridised, with the poet
the surface of Puddicombe’s remarkable and intuitive word‘unhomed’ and a liminal presence between the two.
crafting: that with each immersion the reader is suffused
A further erosion of not belonging in a fixed
right away with the poet’s reflexive evocation
space that is solidly Guyana is accomplished
of spaces that constantly speak to fluidity,
with what is a ‘literal’, literary, and fluid
instability, and trauma.
undoing, with the land itself untethered inside
Notably, given the volume’s free-style
an oxymoronic naming construct, being
narrative, its flow remains uncomplicated; it
simultaneously solid and liquid in the same
does not overwhelm, even as it makes known
breath as “The Land of Many Waters”.
the unstable, fluid world that is the poet’s
This is followed by an even more
original place of landing, which is Guyana.
uncontrolled, layered fluidity, the metonymic,
Indeed, with Puddicombe’s Guyana fluid
towering Kaieteur Falls becoming yet another
and unstable, it means the reader discerns
representative confluence of land mixed with
right away the poet is on a complicated
Ken Puddicombe
water, with its attendant image being a fastjourney. It is a quest for meaning that takes
flowing landscape that is eternally without shape, and coursing
the reader along on many undercurrents; and having come to
the end, the reader washes up on shore wondering whether the downwards in its untameable flow.
It is out of this fluid mix-up of land and water, where
ground beneath the poet’s feet will ever achieve stability; and
colonial and post-colonial historical pasts metamorphose
it is not only wonderment about the poet, but of the reader
as a hybridised formation, Guyana now ‘The Land of Many
too, who while uplifted, like the poet, has discovered similar
Names’, where the narrative arc sets out on its quest for
uprootedness.
discovery of the poet’s identity. It is in poem ‘2. I Am Who I
Here is a hint to braver readers: if a successful text is meant
Am’ where the ground is broken on what is an emergent crisis
to uplift, Unfathomable does just that, but adds more by taking
of hybridisation: “I am the sum total of generations/Who came
the reader down into its disturbing depths. And here is yet
long before I took my first breath. /I am the product of east
another hint to its unpacking – that to begin rising to the
meets west.”
surface in appreciating Unfathomable means deployment of
Also, the antecedent generations are part of the
key concepts from the post-colonial toolkit of the challenging
encompassing fluidity that makes a solid identity formation
literary theorist and critic, Homi Bhabha.
elusive, where immigrant flows of people who sailed across
Among Bhabha’s devices of flotation are hybridity,
unhomeliness, ambivalence, and the liminal; but not right now the ocean converged, and were immersed at this site of fluidity
in “The Land of Many Waters”: “They came from England”;
– this is only a direction offered to readers willing to plumb
“They came from India…”; also, “They braved a long voyage
even deeper into Puddicombe’s uplifting text.
across the sea”, and where, following arrival, they fashioned
But for now, right away in one of the volume’s early poems,
the sum total of a new genealogical construct making up the
‘2. I Am Who I Am’, it is noted how the poet’s assertion, “I
ambivalent form that has shaped the poet today.
am from Guyana” is quickly destabilised by its following lines:
Thus, what this reader interprets the poet to be saying is
“Once called British Guiana/The Land of Many Waters and/
that Guyana, or British Guiana, or “The Land of Many Waters”,
The towering Kaieteur”.
“The towering Kaieteur”, ‘The Land of Many Names’, is a
It is in enunciating this moment of identity where
compound mix of land and water, and in which is immersed
Puddicombe makes evident the fluidity that courses

O
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fter watching a movie, Tom flipped through the
channels to find an interesting show until an interview
caught his attention.
“They’re on the rise, seizing power and controlling every
government with the threat of death to anyone who dares to
defy them.” A worried frown wrinkled the
white-bearded scientist’s forehead. “Hundreds
of trillions of ants around the globe are
working in unison to conquer every inch of
Kamil
land and capture every living creature on the
Ali
Planet.”
Douglas Jones combed his fingers through
his thick white mustache and long flowing
matching beard. “What can we do to stop
them?” Shellianne Sinclair’s amusing smile
made light of the horn-rimmed bespectacled entomologist’s
warning. “Nothing… We cannot stop them.” The white-haired,
ponytailed professor’s troubled demeanor never faltered.
“Ants have lived on the Earth since the beginning of time.
Their ability to adapt quickly has not only ensured their
survival, but they have thrived in every climate or environment
where other species have become extinct.”
“Couldn’t we just bomb them with insecticide from the air?”
The TV reporter exuded overconfidence in the human ability
to stay on top of the food chain. “After all, they are just tiny
little creatures that wander around aimlessly in search of food.”
“I have studied ants all my life.” The octogenarian shoved
his glasses up his nosebridge with his shaky, slender index
finger. “They do not wander around aimlessly.” He corrected
Shellianne. “The queens of ant colonies communicate with
each other to work as a powerful, coordinated network.” He
ignored her condescending attitude toward him.
“I see.” Shellianne’s amusement broadened, which painted
the professor as an eccentric, overreacting old man.
“An elephant can crush an entire ant colony by stepping on
it.” The professor schooled the reporter like a student in his
class. “However, ants have the power of numbers.” He spread
his arms to demonstrate his point. “An organised army of ants
can march up an elephant’s legs and attack its most vulnerable
parts, such as its eyes, inside its ears and trunk, and the soft
tissue of the mouth. They can inject enough poison to cause
an allergic reaction, resulting in death from a swollen throat
and suffocation. Ants can also use their powerful mandibles
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to cut their victims into pieces and take the parts back to their
nests. Ants can lift more than 50 times their body weight. Most
humans can only carry their weight.”
The professor’s words troubled Tom. He opened his laptop
to research the threat expounded by the insect expert.
Tom learned that ants possessed super
intelligence and acute communicative
qualities. Their waving antennas picked up
scents and signals from as far as the other
side of the world, even from their deepest
underground nests.
The queens of every ant
subspecies used this vital
asset to coordinate with
other colonies’ queens to
command and mobilise their subjects.
Ants have covered every terrain on
every continent, including burrowing
channels with interconnecting nests below
the deepest oceans. They’ve grown wings
whenever survival required flight and
have traversed waterways by skipping over
wet surfaces or interlocking their bodies
to build living rafts.
“They’re on a mission of world dominance.” The professor’s
words on TV caught Tom’s attention once more. “They
will advance against every living creature that eats them or
threatens their existence.”
An interruption of the interview by breaking news showed
videos and photos of the ant-covered dead bodies of humans
and animals in major cities overrun by the insects.
“Oh, my gosh. One of those was my hometown.” Shellianne
gasped when the TV channel returned to the interview. She
looked older with the blood drained from her face, and a
frown replaced the smirk. “You have to use your expertise
to save the human race, Professor Jones.” Her pleading eyes
underlined the seriousness of her words.
Tom’s interest returned to the websites on his laptop,
which agreed that the ants seemed to spare small numbers of
living beings to enslave and control, like the aphids they had
domesticated to milk the sweet nectar they produced. Each
species of ants had a role in their ambitious drive toward
global supremacy.

an even more complex admixture that is a multiplicity of
lineages of many peoples who came, and having arrived,
swirled in, and became intermingled in a land awash with
many cross currents to create a new, sum total of ancestries.
It is such that the narrative arc in Unfathomable sees the
poet encountering episodes of trauma at sites of fluidity where
instability constantly emerges, at times suddenly, and where
solid footing is always tenuous; and at times, it is replaced
with disorientation and the vertiginous. Thus, in poem ‘4.
Falling’, the poet says, “I was falling. /Slowly, helplessly, down,
down, down. /And there was nothing I could do. The swirling
waters of the Punt Trench /Below, the bridge above /Where I’d
been sitting seconds before. /I wasn’t sure how it happened:
Whether I’d jumped or been pushed, /But I knew I was falling.”
If the vertiginous is disorienting, then the moments of
trauma are chilling, as it is an evocation of an existence filled
with precarity and the claustrophobic. Such is the evocation
in poem ‘6. Drowning’: “I hit the water with a resounding/
Splash. Went down, into the deep, /Murky, swirling pit of the
Punt Trench /Into regions I’d never imagined existed. /I groped
around the depths. /Locked in a dark room, unable to see…”
Yet even this is just touching the surface when compared
to the horror when the young poet discovers precarity can
quickly make mortality emergent, the youthful narrative voice
in the volume’s signature poem, ‘3. Unfathomable’ fluid with a
voluminous, Kaieteur-like flow of elegiac foreboding following
the death of a friend.
The moment of passing itself is chilling as it is traumatic,
the landscape inimical and deadly when the liminal worlds
of the fluid and solid collide with crushing consequences: “I
saw those eyes, those cat-eyes /That could dazzle and awe.
The shock /On Lincoln’s face as he sensed /What was about to
happen /As the punts closed in. His teeth clenched. /His bones
crushed mercilessly /As the water turned crimson.”
It seems fitting to end with a final comparative to another
and similarly profound literary explorer of identities that
are ‘unhomed’ in spaces of hybridity, ambivalence, and
liminality. This is eminently notable in the oeuvre of the late
German novelist and scholar, W. G. Sebald, whose novelistic,
peregrinating form is informed with poetic insertions of
images, a metaphoric technique that is similarly employed by
Puddicombe in Unfathomable.
While Puddicombe’s insertions occur more than halfway
into the text, are refreshing, and alas! too few, each of the faded
black & white reproductions is worth its weight in gold for
its visuality and evocation of the ephemeral, the one constant
river that flows eternally throughout this disturbing text.

The Supernatural
ANTS

The ants monitored prisoners’
movements by opening and
closing 20-foot-broad boundaries
of swarming fences of soldier ants and fire ants. One step onto
the mass of insects resulted in agonising death.
The gazillions of ant colonies worldwide made them a
formidable force capable of rising everywhere instantly to
cut off escape and inflict slow death or
paralysis on their unsuspecting victims.
Internet sources declared that the ants
had commandeered all other insects and
recruited them to use their specialised
abilities to strengthen their military might.
“Do not wait for them to come,”
Professor Jones warned. “They are
right here underfoot, a swirling layer of
insects waiting on the command to push
through the Earth’s surface and attack at
a moment’s notice.” He sighed. “We’re all
doomed. I am their enemy number one
since I have been experimenting with
them for decades.” He intertwined his fingers to keep them
from shaking. “They know that I did genetic experiments on
them.” He looked at his twitching thumbs. “They will take
me prisoner and force me to alter their genes to make them
invincible.” He took a deep breath. “Unless I die before they
capture me.”
Tom stared in horror when ants filled the TV studio
and started injecting venom into the reporter and her host.
Shellianne’s eyes turned up into her forehead while red ants
covered her eyeballs and stabbed them with the needles from
their tails. Extra-large jaws ripped her face into shreds. They
snuffed out her shrieks of anguish when they invaded her nose,
ears, and throat to suffocate her into a slow, painful death.
Professor Jones’ prophetic words proved him right when
the ants paralysed him and carpeted him out of the studio
on millions of their tiny bodies. Their superior intelligence
allowed the cameramen to follow them without harm to
give civilisation a glimpse of its future as slaves of bug-eyed
masters.
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Stranded nationals suffering abroad
According to Mahabir, nationals abroad continue to face
Port-of-Spain – Today marks Day 304 since the Trinidad
and Tobago government closed its borders to contain the many challenges and difficulties since they have exhausted their
Covid-19 virus, the move stranding thousands of nationals limited travelling money, and have worn out their welcome at
the houses of family and friends.
abroad.
He said he received complaints from a family member threatFrom the figures reported in the Trinidad and Tobago media,
as of December 23 last year, a total of 17,211 people made ening to call US Immigration and Customs Enforcement about
a relative. He said another
exemption requests to return
national in Canada sought
to Port-of-Spain. Out of that
lodging at a neighbour’s house
figure, 9,557 exemptions were
after being turned out by her
granted, leaving more than
son.
7,654 people, residents, and
Mahabir said financial disnon-residents stranded abroad.
bursements by the Trinidad
According to the Trinidad
and Tobago Overseas Missions
Guardian, these nationals who
to nationals were not reaching
are stranded abroad have since
the affected people. This was a
exhausted their finances as
move made by Prime Minister
they await for exemptions to
Dr Keith Rowley to make
be processed by the Ministry
funding available to stranded
of National Security. Since they
nationals abroad.
are unable to legally work and
Last October, Foreign and
earn an income, many of them
Caricom Affairs Minister
are reporting they are being
Amery Browne said (US)
afflicted with despair, depres$205,958.99 were distributed
sion, and anxiety.
to 298 stranded nationals
In order to survive, get a
Facebook screenshot of T&T Citizens Overseas
through five overseas missions
daily meal, and keep a roof
over their heads, the Trinidad Guardian reported several of the between August and September. The overseas offices that disstranded nationals are taking handouts, are visiting soup kitch- tributed the money were the Consulate General in New York;
ens, and are staying in accommodations for the homeless. The the Embassy in Washington, DC; the High Commission in
Trinidad Guardian also reported some nationals have also been London; the Consulate General in Toronto, and the Consulate
General in Miami.
forced into prostitution to survive.
Mahabir said nationals have been reaching out to him via
Gary Mahabir is a Trinidadian national living in New Jersey
in the US for over three decades, and is the founder of “T&T a WhatsApp group, and on the New Jersey-based community
Citizens Overseas”. He has been organising food and necessi- radio station WZYE-LP 95.9. He has helped more than 300
ties to help Trinidad and Tobago stranded in the US, as well as stranded nationals so far.
Mahabir said the government cannot keep telling its citizens
nationals scattered around the world.
Mahabir told the local media the situation was so desper- to hold on or wait without resources, as some are now homeless
ate for some Trinidadians, that several women were selling and cannot be located. He called on the government to expand
their bodies to survive. According to the Trinidad Guardian, its funding for the Ministry of Health to create more quarantine
Mahabir’s claim was confirmed by another Trinidadian living facilities, to fast-track re-entry, and to adjust the Covid-19 testing time needed by nationals boarding incoming flights.
in South Asia.

Opposition plans to file no-confidence in Young

Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar relevance.
last week indicated the UNC plans to file a no-confidence
Said Young: “Even those outside of the political gayelle are
motion against Minister of National Security Stuart Young for openly stating that Mrs Persad Bissessar is no longer relevant.”
denying citizens entry to Trinidad and Tobago during the ongo- He added it was “downright shameful” that Persad-Bissessar
ing Covid-19 pandemic.
as Senior Counsel was not cognisant of Trinidad and Tobago’s
The House of Representatives has not yet
laws.
sat for the year. However, if it sits any time
“The borders of Trinidad and Tobago have
this month, the motion could be debated
been legally closed since March 2020, based on
come January 29. The House normally has
the advice of our public health experts. This
Private Members’ Day on the last Friday of
measure is a pillar of the public’s protection
each month, when no government business is
in the face of a global pandemic (Covid-19),”
discussed, and the Opposition determines the
he said.
agenda for the sitting.
Additionally, “The closure of the borders is
According to the statement from Persadlegal and done in accordance with our laws.”
Bissessar’s office on January 13, “The motion
became necessary as underscored by the draSTATEMENT FROM THE UNC
conian and authoritarian decision to keep
As the Official Opposition, elected by the
Trinidad and Tobago’s borders closed.”
majority of Trinidadians, and representing the
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
It added: “The closure left tens of thoumajority of citizens who do NOT support this
sands of nationals stranded abroad, making Trinidad and government, laying the Motion of No-Confidence is the right
Tobago the only nation in the world where nationals require and responsible course of action.
an exemption directly from a government minister to return
The Parliamentary Opposition has a duty to use every
home. This ministerial authoritarianism is unacceptable and Constitutional means at our disposal to protect our citizens
unconstitutional.”
from Stuart Young’s arrogant, discriminatory, cruel, and unconIt added the exemption process is “evidently riddled” with stitutional exercise of power. To this day, he cannot tell the
discrimination, inequality, and unfairness. Today makes it 304 citizens which law empowers him to act in the manner he is.
days since nationals have been stranded abroad.
Stuart Young reflects his leader’s contempt for Parliamentary
Persad-Bissessar accused Young of giving nationals the democracy. At all times he conspires to restrict and belittle the
runaround, and alleged that close family members of the PNM Opposition’s sacred, constitutional role in the governance of
administration seem to experience no problem in securing this country. In this way, he unlawfully and unconstitutionally
exemptions and returning to Port-of-Spain.
exercises powers of life and death over the citizenry.
Earlier last week during a virtual UNC meeting, PersadIf the Executive is unwilling to see reason, then a loyal and
Bissessar challenged Young to state the law that mandated him patriotic Opposition must raise the matter at the Legislature. In
to decide which Trinidad and Tobago nationals were allowed to a Parliamentary democracy, we ought not to simply bypass the
return with the granting of exemptions.
Legislature and head straight for the Judiciary.
Persad-Bissessar claimed Young did not have the authority to
The Motion of No Confidence is the Opposition’s constideny citizens entry under the Immigration Act, Public Health tutional option to fight back against the dictatorship of Stuart
Regulations Act, or the Quarantine Act.
Young, Keith Rowley, Faris Al-Rawi, and Colm Imbert. They
She alleged the exemption process was riddled with “dis- cannot silence us in the People’s House. We will make the peocrimination, inequality, and unfairness”.
ple’s voice be heard in our Parliament, and be clearly inscribed
Young’s post to Facebook post following the Opposition’s in the official record, now and for all future generations of
intention to file a no-confidence motion was mostly an ad citizens.
hominem response. He claimed that Persad-Bissessar had once
The United National Congress will always fight for our
held the post of Prime Minister, but was now struggling for country and our people.
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Stranded senior: After sheltering in NY since
March, 2020, 80-year-old T&T national Isabella
Lambkin finally received an exemption earlier
this month

The Stranded Speak Out

A

lthea Lambkin, from Valencia, said: “My mom
Isabella Lambkin, and myself, have been stranded
in New York, USA, since March. My mom is 80
years old. We have applied for an exemption since July 1,
and we got our exemption letter [in early 2021]. I called. It
has been a journey for my mom and I.”
•••
avid Lewis [not his real name] from Cascade,
stranded in the UK since March 24, 2020, said:
“I have since exhausted all means of living. I cannot provide or meet my needs for everyday living, sleeping
rough [on the streets] on many occasions, and received
help from homeless charities. I stayed with a friend, who
said they could not extend any financial assistance or
refuge any further because I had become a great strain
on them. The situation is very dire. I need financial help
to assist my living needs and to return home to Trinidad,
where I can provide for myself.”
•••
arah Douglas [not her real name] from south
Trinidad, a mother of two, a cruise ship worker, said:
“Because of the Covid-19 outbreak, the cruise ship
industry started to slowly come to a halt, and began to send
workers home in March 2020. During this time, the company was facilitating getting us on a flight to return home,
and I was stranded on board a ship for eight months in SE
Asia. I sent in my initial exemption request in June, 2020,
and kept re-sending it, as I didn't get any response from the
Ministry of National Security. Fortunately, the cruise ship
company offered us free food, accommodation, and medical assistance. The Trinidadian group of ten were the last to
be repatriated, the company transferred us to another ship
in English waters, one step closer to getting a flight back
home to Trinidad.”
According to Douglas, their hopes were dashed when
they learned that both the UK and Trinidad and Tobago
borders were closed, with the government in Port-of-Spain
insisting they go through a bureaucratic exemption application procedure.
Douglas said a few of her co-workers on the ship (not
Trinidadians) committed suicide. It was a consequence of
the anxiety and uncertainty with employment, insecure
about being sent home without pay, and being frustrated
and not able to hold it together.
The Trinidad and Tobago group eventually made it to
Barbados in November last year, and finally arrived in
Trinidad on December 2. They were quarantined for seven
days at the Regent Star Hotel, Piarco, with the additional
seven days spent at home.
While stranded, Douglas said many people did not
know where their next meal was coming from. However,
she was fortunate that the cruise ship company took care of
her and co-workers.
She called on the government of Trinidad and Tobago
to streamline the exemption process, reply to applicants
instead of sending an automated response, and to let them
know how long it would take for repatriation.
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Qualified scholarship winners driving taxis
Meanwhile, the Solicitor’s Dept complains it is chronically understaffed
Port-of-Spain – With the State not placing several scholarship winners in jobs, it has
emerged there are nationals who are qualified
in law, and other fields, and who are either
unemployed, or are now driving taxis to earn
an income.
Meanwhile, the Solicitor General’s department has said it is understaffed and needs
more attorneys.
The revelation regarding the underemployment, and unemployment, of qualified government scholarship winners was among the concerns raised last week at a meeting of the Joint
Select Committee of Finance and Legal Affairs.
The purpose of the meeting was an enquiry
into the ease of doing business in Trinidad and
Tobago.
The issue of staffing was raised by
Committee member Dinesh Rambally, who
questioned whether the Solicitor General’s
department was adequately staffed to allow for
speedy resolution of matters.
Solicitor General Carol Hernandez conceded there is a need for more attorneys, adding that the Solicitor General’s chamber never
has enough attorneys, but “the establishment
needs to be expanded”.
Hernandez noted there is a constant turnover of staff in the department, and it was
always losing senior attorneys.
Chairperson of the committee, Hazel
Thompson-Ahye, also acknowledged short
staffing is a perennial problem at the department. She questioned whether attorneys are
being paid enough to avoid the high staff
turnover.
Thompson-Ahye also suggested that compensation packages be improved for attorneys
in the various departments of the Attorney
General’s office.
To do so would act as an incentive, while
reducing the cost to the AG’s office of retaining private attorneys to handle State matters,

Hazel Thompson-Ahye
she said.
However, Chief State Solicitor Sean Julien
said the salary rate is not the only reason for
the staff high turnover. He said some attorneys
leave because of stress-related factors.
All the same, Thompson-Ahye lamented
there are qualified scholarship winners still
waiting to be placed in jobs after completion
of studies, adding they could be employed in
these understaffed departments.
‘There are many lawyers out there, even
some who are scholarship winners, and are
supposed to be employed by the State,” she
said.
Thompson-Ahye also noted she has met
such persons and heard many complaints
regarding unemployment.
“We have to work on these processes so
they can get into the job early because we have
many lawyers unemployed. I understand some
of them are driving taxis, and doing all sorts of
other things because they just can’t get jobs,”

Covid-19 variant not in T&T... yet
Port-of-Spain – As of late last week there
“We are doing our utmost to prevent the
were no confirmed cases of the new strains of
introduction of the new strain of virus that can
the Covid-19 virus in Trinidad and Tobago.
present asymptomatically,” he said.
However, it does not mean the variate is not
Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh
already circulating in both islands.
explained that not all samples are tested for
Late last year scientists confirmed two new
the new strains. However, samples from repastrains of the virus, with one thought to have
triated nationals are being tested for the new
originated in the UK, and the other in South
strains, he said.
Africa. So far, the UK variant has been found
“What we do under the direction of [the
in about 50 countries, with the South African
Caribbean Public Health Agency] is pick a cerstrain confirmed in ten
tain number of samples, not
countries late last week.
from the general population
Ministry of Health
resident in Trinidad and
Epidemiologist Dr Avery
Tobago, but samples with
Hinds said last week that
a certain viral load, with a
screening and monitoring
certain threshold of repaare ongoing in Trinidad and
triated persons who have
Tobago. He noted that the
tested positive,” he said.
current Polymerase Chain
Additionally, “So in
Reaction) tests for detectorder to zero in on whether
ing Covid-19 are capable
the South African variant,
of detecting any strain of
or the UK variant is here,
the virus.
you don’t test your resi“The PCR testing that
dent population. You take
we do have is able to detect
samples of your repatriated
Covid-19, and whether it’s
individuals that have a cerTerrence Deyalsingh
the old or the new strain,
tain threshold of viral load.
the PCR testing is still able to do that detection
Those samples are sent to CARPHA, that is
because it is identifying parts of the DNA that
the collection point for Caricom, and then sent
are still identifiable using the primers and the
to UWI. It was via that process that UWI St
materials that already exist,” he said.
Augustine, working in tandem with CARPHA,
He added, “So that has not impaired the
was able to identify a couple of weeks ago that
ability of the test to detect the virus, even if it
Jamaica did in fact have the strains.”
is the new strain.”
However, Deyalsingh said the negative
Hinds said The University of the West
results so far do not mean the new strains are
Indies research team has been monitoring
not in Trinidad and Tobago.
and testing samples for the new strains, but
“It is quite possible that it is here. But it is a
up to last week had not discovered any cases
further screen to alert us as to whether these
of either the UK variant or the South African
new variants have in fact been picked up from
variant in Trinidad and Tobago.
our repatriated individuals.”
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she said.
Proper and adequate staffing in key agencies is crucial to Trinidad and Tobago’s ease of
doing business, she declared.
“If you have no one to attend to business,
you can’t have ease of business... A number of
people are suffering because they can’t get their
things done… they don’t have the workforce to
deal with it,” she added.
Thompson-Ahye said if Trinidad and
Tobago’s economy is to recover following
Covid-19, then the country must improve
its ease of doing business ranking, and put
measures in place to become more businessfriendly.
Trinidad and Tobago is placed at 105 out of
190 countries on the World Bank’s 2019 EoDB
(Ease of Doing Business) Index. The index
ranks countries against each other based on
how the regulatory environment is conducive
to business operation.
Economies with a high rank have simpler
and friendlier regulations for businesses, while
those that rank lower are deemed to have more
restrictive regulations that make it difficult to
operate a business.
Thompson-Ahye said many businesses in
Trinidad and Tobago have collapsed as a result
of the pandemic, and these businesses are necessary for the nation’s economic survival.
Said Thompson-Ahye: “Post Covid-19, we
hope to see a resurgence of business activities.
Our economic survival depends on that taking
place, but this will happen only if there is ease
of doing business in Trinidad and Tobago.”
She added: “If businesses are to rise phoenix-like from the ashes of the pandemic,
Trinidad and Tobago must become a place
where local and foreign entrepreneurs can
say of us that bureaucracy is at a minimum,
that start-up processes are efficient, swift and
reasonably priced, and that we are a businessfriendly environment.”

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Persad-Bissessar warns
on possible food crisis
Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar last week urged the PNM
government to take immediate steps to allow
food importers sufficient foreign exchange to
prevent a possible increase in food prices.
She said citizens continue to complain about
increases in the prices of basic food items at the
supermarket, while the government was not
doing anything to alleviate the burden, particularly on the poor.
Persad-Bissessar recalled that under her
administration, in an effort to keep food prices
manageable, over 6,000 items were made Value
Added Tax free. In contrast, the PNM has
reduced VAT from 15 percent to 12.5 percent,
but has decreased the number of items that
were once exempted.
Additionally, Persad-Bissessar said Trinidad
and Tobago is yet to see any benefits from the
proposed (TT) $500 million stimulus investment into agriculture.
She called on the government to expand the
list of food items exempted from VAT, and to
develop domestic food production to avoid a
possible food crisis.
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Rudranath Indarsingh

Indarsingh questions
govt’s ‘IMF’ measures
Port-of-Spain – UNC shadow Labour minister Rudranath Indarsingh has suggested that
perhaps the PNM government is following
measures similar to those typically proposed
by the IMF.
Indarsingh’s comment came following his
call last week on Finance Minister Colm Imbert
to say whether the government has instructed
the Chief Personnel Officer to not meet with
public sector union representatives. He added
the UNC remains concerned about the rising
cost of living, and how the lives of nationals
will be impacted on by the proposed taxes and
other measures the government is planning to
impose.
In the wake of these statements, Indarsingh
then suggested the government could be following measures similar to proposals that
come from the IMF.
“While we have not gone formally to the
IMF, the signals emanating from the government send a clear message that we have
embraced prescriptions that are similar to IMF
conditionalities, because there seems to be a
wage freeze that has been imposed on the public sector,” Indarsingh said.
He added: “The Finance Minister must say
whether he has given this instruction to the
CPO, and this is why there is a zero-zero offer
if there are no negotiations taking place.”
Indarsingh said the Opposition remains
concerned about the continued contraction
of the economy, and this was the reason why
Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar
had issued a call for the removal of Value
Added Tax on foodstuff.
“We have been warned by food distributors in the business community, that given the
crunch for foreign exchange, food prices may
be increased by over 35 percent in the coming months. Some measures the government
have signalled that will come onstream in 2021
include the property tax, and tariff reviews on
electricity, and water rates. We are worried how
these will impact on workers’ ability to provide
for their families,” he said.
Indarsingh said government should also
address the issue of shipping rates, and how
these would impact on the cost of food, goods,
and services, as well as the business community.
Said Indarsingh: “We have heard that the
shipping industry will only accept US dollars
from Trinidad and Tobago’s business community. This underlines the decreasing international value of our dollar, and highlights the
increasing demand for foreign exchange in a
country where reserves are dwindling.”
Additionally, “Our sources have indicated
that custom duties are usually based on cost,
insurance, and freights, and the CIF value
of goods. Internationally there has been an
increase in freight rate, and it means the CIF
value would increase, and the cost would be
passed on the ordinary citizens of the country.”

BOLLYWOOD MASALA MIX

The story of ‘Babul Mora’
T

he other day we
all listened to a
sonorous recital of
the famed ‘Babul Mora’ in
the K.L. Saigal style by our
good friend Subash, during
our music Samaroh session.
As I had the responsibility
to introduce the song, I did
a little digging and come up
with the brief background.
Wajid Ali Shah
The song took us back
many decades, and as we watched the emotions play on
Subash’s face and the mournful words came out of his mouth,
all the watching eyes and faces were rapt in attention. The song
has played over and over in my mind for a long time since
then, taking me back to memories of many more favourites by
Saigal and Mukesh. Many others have written about this story,
but, well, I thought, I will provide it with some more depth,
and make an article of it.
I used to visit Lucknow often in the mid-1980s. At that time,
I was neither interested in history, nor did I have the slightest
interest in Nawabs or kebabs. But I loved to stay at the notso-popular hotel called Hotel Carlton, which was a converted
palace, somewhat musty, and with no air conditioning, but
presenting an opulent ambience of what once was resplendent
Lucknow.
One could see tiger heads on the wall, and tiger skin rugs
on the floor. The décor was antique, and so were the rooms
and furniture. It was a stately place, and my guess is that some
lowly prince once stayed there with his retinue of servants
and begums. I distinctly remember that the food I ate there
was lovely. Unfortunately, during those quick trips, history
was not my interest, but I was more interested in working out
a working relationship with a key client, Uttar Pradesh State
Electricity Board. It was while on those travels that I chanced
through Azamgarh, Sultanpur, Benares, Amethi, and many
such interesting locales. I also visited the markets, often to pick
up Lucknow Chicken Churidars for my wife; and then, once I
had my hair all stand up while inside a 400kV substation, but
those are all unrelated to this, so let me stop rambling and get
on with it, and cut to the chase, as my second son Arun says.
The Locale and the Background
Lucknow as you may all know was the 19th century capital
of Awadh, the once upon a time kingdom of Lord Rama. Sadat
Khan laid the foundations of the Awad dynasty at Faizabad,
and the kingdom rose to great importance as it was since then
considered the granary of India. In the 18th century, the third
Nawab – Shuja Ud Daula – paid a heavy price for supporting a
fugitive prince from Bengal named Mir Qasim. The East India
Company attacked Lucknow and defeated Shuja, who had to
cede the reins to the British. The EIC retained the Nawab in
titular power, but established indirect control through a resident
stationed in the Lucknow to where the capital had moved by
then. The British had annexed much of the kingdom under
the treaty of 1801, and had impoverished Oudh by imposing
a hugely expensive, British-run army, and repeated demands
for loans. The independence of Oudh in name was tolerated
by the British only because they still needed a buffer State
between their presence in the East and South, and the remnants
of the Mughal Empire to the North. Wajid Ali Shah was most
unfortunate to have ascended the throne of Oudh at a time
when (as somebody else wrote) the British East India Company
was determined to grab the coveted throne of prosperous
Oudh, which was “the garden, granary, and queen-province
of India”; though before Britain came into full control, his
predecessors and successors were one of the major threats to
the Mughal Empire.
The Story Starts Here
I have not been to Kaiserbagh Palace, but that was where
later Nawabs lived. The Kaiserbagh Palace in Lucknow was
built between 1848 and 1850. Wajid Ali Shah succeeded to
the throne of Oudh when its glory days were at its peak and
passing. Wajid Ali Shah, the pompous and portly Nawab,
expected the palace to be regarded as the eighth wonder of the
world. This was where Wajid Ali Shah penned the lyrics of the
song, as he was about to leave his abode.
Wajid Ali Shah
Abul Mansoor Sikandar Jah Padsha-E-Adil Qaiser-E-Zaman
Sultan-E-Alam – Just imagine how the courtier reeled through
this to announce his arrival to the durbar...
Between 1801 and 1856 the Nawabs wallowed in pomp and
show, and all kinds of excesses. When the British finally took
over Oudh completely and conquered Lucknow in 1856, Wajid
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Gate of the Kaiserbagh at Lucknow, from the Illustrated
London News, 1859 (columbia.edu)
Ali Shah was in power. Wajid Ali Shah was widely regarded
as a debauched and detached ruler, but some of his notoriety
seems to have been misplaced due to misreporting by the
British Resident of Lucknow, General William Henry Sleeman.
This proved to be the trigger the British were looking for, and
formed the official basis for their annexation.
A large number of composers who thrived under the lavish
patronage of the Nawab rulers of Lucknow enriched the light
classical form of thumri; most prominent among these was
Wajid Ali Shah. He was not only a munificent patron of music,
dance, drama, and poetry, but was himself a gifted composer.
He had received vocal training under great Ustads like Basit
Khan, Pyar Khan, and Jaffar Khan. Although his pen name was
Qaisar, he used the pseudonym ‘Akhtarpiya’ for his numerous
compositions. Under this pen name, he wrote over 40 works –
poems, prose, and Thumris. ‘Diwani-Akhtar’, ‘Husn-i-Akhtar’
contain his Ghazals. He is said to have composed many new
ragas and named them Jogi, Juhi, Shah-Pasand, and so on. He
was a poet, playwright, dancer, and a great patron of the arts.
He is widely credited with the revival of Kathak as a major
form of classical Indian dance. After the British took over,
Wajid Ali Shah was promptly exiled to Calcutta.
The Nawab was exiled to Garden Reach in Metiabruz, then
a suburb of Kolkata, where he lived out the rest of his life off a
generous pension and with not a care and continued splendor
(see Satranj Ke Khiladi if you want that part of the story),
except for his longing for Lucknow.
The Poem, a Thumri
When Wajid Ali Shah was expelled to Calcutta, he wrote
the parting song ‘Babul Mora’, picturing the mind of a heartbroken man. He expressed his pain of parting in the lyrics of
‘Babul mora naihar chhuto jaye,’ thus:
babul moraa naihar chooto hi jaaye
baabul moraa naihar chooto jaaye
mora naihar chooto hi jaaye
chaar kahaar mile, mori doliya sajaawen
mora apna begaana chooto jaaye
mora naihar aa chooto hi jaaye
angana to parbat bhaya, aur dehri bhayi bidesh
ye ghar baabul aapno, main chali piya ke desh
baabul mora naihar chooto jaaye
mora naihar chooto hi jaaye
The lyrics mean roughly – the rough translation (the song
can be a metaphor for a wedding as well as funeral procession):
My father! I'm leaving home.
The four bearers lift my doli [palanquin; it can also mean the
four coffin bearers]. I’m leaving those who were my own.
Your courtyard is now like a mountain, and the threshold, a
foreign country.
The Singer & the Song
Shambhuji Maharaj of Lucknow, the well-known

musicologist trained a large
number of singers during
his time. One day, a young
man of about 30 years of age
came to Shambhuji Maharaj
to learn the singing of ‘Babul
Mora’. The maestro taught
him within three days. The
boy was Kundan Lal Saigal
(story narrated by music
director Jagmohan).
K. L. Saigal
The most famous version
of Wajid Ali Khan’s ‘Babul Mora’ was sung by Kundan Lal
Saigal in the movie Street Singer in 1938. The music was
composed by Rai Chand Boral, who is considered as a father
figure amongst cine-music composers.
The song was recorded live on camera, not in a studio,
because Saigal did it so well on the sets. Many takes were done,
each better than the other. Although Boral had introduced
playback singing for the first time in Indian cinema in Dhoop
Chaon (1935), Saigal insisted on rendering it live along
with the picturisation, as a street singer, with the orchestra
consisting of a plain sarangi and a tabla following him outside
of the camera’s range, as he did the walking act.
Saigal worked as a timekeeper with Punjab railways, then
as a hotel manager, and also a typewriter salesman with
Remington (going around Connaught Circus in Delhi with a
typewriter on his bicycle carrier) before he chose music as a
vocation.
The Other Versions
Famous versions exist, one in the movie Avishkaar by Jagjit
& Chitra Singh; and, of course, the heavy-duty version by
Bhimsen Joshi. And many more versions are talked about such
as Kanan Devi’s, the golden melodious voice of yesteryear. She
sang a sketch of this song in the film for little over a minute.
Because of the short duration, no recording of this masterpiece
was made on a gramophone record, and it is only available on
the soundtrack of the film Street Singer. Incidentally, in the
movie, Saigal teaches Kanan the song, who sings it in a wrong
tune, and they break up on that account after Saigal is furious.
The list of luminaries who sang ‘Babul Mora’ includes –
Bhim Sen Joshi, Kesarbai Kerkar, Siddheshwari Devi, Rasoolan
Bai, Khadim Hussain Khan, Mushatq Hussain Khan, Girija
Devi, Kishori Amonkar, Jagmohan, Padma Talwalkar, Shanti
Vaidyanathan Sharma, Mahender Chopra (son-in-law of K. L.
Saigal), and none other than ghazal queen, Begum Akhtar.
Musical Aspects
This is a thumri though the particular number is neither
sensual, nor romantic. Thumris are usually romantic or
devotional in nature, and usually revolve around a girl’s love
for Krishna. Thumri is characterised by its sensuality, and by
a greater flexibility with the raga. Thumri arose in popularity
during the 19th century in the Lucknow court of Nawab
Wajid Ali Shah. At that time, it used to be a song sung by
courtesans accompanied by dance. Shringar Rasa, the emotion
of romantic love, is the essence of Thumri and its allied forms.
Thumri is a short piece of semi-classical rendition usually sung
at the conclusion of a classical music concert. The words are
strictly adhered to, and the singer attempts to interpret them
with his/her melodic improvisations. It is quite normal for a
singer to deviate from the rendered Raga, but momentarily.
The Saigal version is set in Raag Bhairavi – Bhairavi had
traditionally been performed in the early morning hours.
However, due to the fact that performances lasted all night, it
has now become common to consider Bhairavi to be the finale.
Today this raag is performed at any time provided it is the
concluding piece. ‘Jyot Se Jyot Jagate Chalo’, and ‘Laga Chunari
Me Dag Chupaun Kaise’ are other examples of Bhairavi.
Of course, there are many other rumoured stories around
this Saigal version. Saigal who was working hard on this
bandish was far from perfection. One story goes that he heard
the present version while he was taking an early morning walk
along tram tracks near Metia Burj of Kolkata (where Wajid Ali
lived?). Interesting...
Click to Enjoy the Various Versions Linked Below
K. L. Saigal
Avishkaar Clip
Kanan Devi
Begum Akhtar

Bhimsen Joshi
Jagjit/Chitra
Nihar Ranjan Banerjee
Kesarbai Kerkar Malka Jaan
Girija Devi

Thanks to many others who came up with the bits and
pieces that helped to link up this story.
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Hungry for success in Bangladesh

W

est Indies are hungry to give a good account of
themselves when the first of two Tests in the tour
of Bangladesh begins on February 3, Test captain
Kraigg Brathwaite said last week.
Despite the absence of several key and experienced players,
including regular red-ball captain Jason Holder, Brathwaite said
his team is ready to prove a point.
“I would say the guys here are very hungry. I know they
would do anything to get success,” Brathwaite said.
He added, “Obviously if we get success from a batting point
of view, and a bowling point of view, that will help the team to
win. I know these guys are very hungry, and I can see the opportunity, and they will grab it.”
Brathwaite said the Bangladesh tour was being viewed as an
“opportunity”.
“I know these guys will be rearing to go, and are hungry for
that success, and they could do the job. They are just not filling
a spot. They could perform and do well,” he said.
While some of the players have no international cricket
exposure, and others who have not played at the higher level
for some time, Brathwaite remained confident the team had the
capability of performing well.
“As the team leader, I want to lead from the front. Obviously,
it is my job as opening batsmen to get runs so from the outset. I
will be looking to do that, lay the foundation for the team. The
guys here, I don’t see them as second-string guys. I think these
guys can perform and do well,” he said.

WI ODI SQUAD: Jason Mohammed (captain), Sunil Ambris (vice-captain), Nkrumah
Bonner, Joshua Da Silva, Jahmar Hamilton,
Chemar Holder, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri Joseph,
Kyle Mayers, Andre McCarthy, Kjorn Ottley,
Rovman Powell, Raymon Reifer, Keon
Harding.
WI TEST SQUAD: Kraigg Brathwaite (captain),
Jermaine Blackwood (vice-captain), Nkrumah
Bonner, John Campbell, Rahkeem Cornwall,
Joshua Da Silva, Shannon Gabriel, Kavem
Hodge, Alzarri Joseph, Kyle Mayers, Shayne
Moseley, Veerasammy Permaul, Kemar Roach,
Raymon Reifer, Jomel Warrican.

Kraigg Brathwaite corners the ball with a wristy shot
Brathwaite said he expected fellow opener John Campbell
to assist him in setting the team up for solid scores by employing the tactics of rotating the strike and being balanced at the
crease.
“I know what [Campbell] is capable of; it is good that he got
a large Test score in New Zealand, so it is just for him to have
that belief and go enjoy it. He has the ability... so once he goes
out there and enjoys it. and plays his natural game, I know John
Campbell will be a fantastic opener for the West Indies,” he said.
West Indies play three ODIs under white ball skipper Jason
Mohammed starting today, January 22, and January 23. The
first Test will be played February 3-7, and the second from
February 11-15 to conclude the tour.

West Indies Tour Schedule: January 20 1st
ODI, SBNCS, Dhaka; January 22: 2nd ODI,
SBNCS, Dhaka; January 25: 3rd ODI, ZACS,
Chattogram; January 28-31: Four-day warmup, M.A. Aziz Stadium, Chattogram; February
3-7: 1st Test Match, ZACS, Chattogram,
February 11-15: 2nd Test, Shere Bangla
National Stadium, Dhaka.

Staying positive despite Covid-19 - Ambris

T

he revelation of a positive Covid-19 test within the camp during the ODI series and take extra precautions to remain safe.
was a shock, West Indies vice-captain Sunil Ambris said
“I just want to think ahead, try and stay safe and be positive,”
late last week. However, while it was
he said.
an unfortunate development, he said the
Ambris is serving as vice-captain to
team had kept its focus on the three-match
Jason Mohammed, and he has embraced
ODI series against hosts Bangladesh. The
the role.
first game in the series starts today.
“It is not something I saw coming, but I
Last Thursday, Cricket West Indies
am very excited... [I have to] stay positive
revealed that leg-spinner Hayden Walsh Jr
and try and help and encourage the less
had returned two positive tests for the virus,
experienced guys… I said before, just play
and consequently will miss the ODI series.
positive cricket,” Ambris said.
Walsh became the first West Indies
Additionally, “A lot of the guys are new
cricketer to test positive for the virus while
to international cricket. [I tell them] try
on international duty. The Bangladesh tour
not to think about it. It is the same cricket:
is the third for the West Indies during the
just play hard, and smart cricket, and I
Covid-19 pandemic.
think we’ll be okay”.
Said Ambris: “When I heard about [the
He is also confident of doing well against
positive test for Walsh], to be honest, I was
Bangladesh, and he aims to score big.
scared. It is a very sad situation.”
“I am looking to score. I would love to
With Walsh now in isolation, there has
get at least one hundred out of these three
Sunil Ambris
been no indication of a replacement call up.
games. I think that would do me a lot of
Earlier, Romario Shepherd also tested positive before leaving good. I think this is actually the first tour that I am confident
the Caribbean, and was replaced by fast-bowler Keon Harding. that I am starting. I would like to use this tour to cement myself
Ambris said the team will have to keep a positive attitude in the playing XI for the other tours,” he said.

Roberts: CWI not doing enough for Windies

C

ricket West Indies took a short, lifting delivery from
Sir Andy Roberts last week, the former West Indies
fast bowler claiming it is not doing enough to develop
cricket in the Caribbean, and that the professional franchise
system is failing.
Sir Roberts made the declaration last week during an appearance on the Mason and Guest radio cricket show in Barbados.
Said Sir Roberts: “I’m very disappointed in [the present Ricky
Skerritt] administration as far as cricket is concerned. I don’t
think they are doing enough to help the cricket to develop.”
Skerritt is CWI’s president, and came into office with vicepresident Dr Kishore Shallow in 2019 promising to implement
a ‘Cricket First’ policy. However, Sir Roberts said he was not
convinced so far that cricket development is being given the
attention it deserves.
“It takes a lot for players to develop themselves, and you need
guidance from the top,” he said.
He added: “We have a director of cricket [Jimmy Adams],
who we don’t hear from, and I think that is where we should be
looking into – for him to come with plans and say this is where
we need to go.”
Sir Roberts also noted, “At the beginning of the programme, I
think they went ahead to develop governance while leaving the
cricket and the territories to their own personal development. I
do not think the territories have monies to develop the cricket.
That is where the Board comes in and help with the development of the cricket.”
Commenting on the professional franchise system that was
introduced in 2014 under former president Dave Cameron, Sir
Roberts said it was not benefiting enough cricketers.
“I am not in favour of the professional set-up. The reason

22

Roberts uplifted following delivery
why is everything is focused on 15 players that these franchises
employ. What happens to the rest of the cricket? 'The money is
going to these 15 players, and there is nothing going to the hundreds or the thousands of cricketers left around the region. We
have to be fair and try to develop everybody, not just 15 players.”
He added: “I’m very disappointed that we don’t see we have
two or three players coming out of the franchise, who could go
straight into the West Indies cricket team and perform well at
the international level. I can’t see that.”
His recommendation was using the allocation for the franchises differently.
“I think that what they should do is to employ four, five, or
seven of your top players and the rest of the money goes into a
pool to help the remainder, but not just 15 players. What you do,
you still turn around and pay others to play,” he said.
He added: “Some people say they prefer the pay-to-play than
to be in the franchise setup. So, this thing needs to be looked
at from a holistic point of view, where everybody is going to be
involved with the cricket, not just 15.”

Courtney Walsh

Women running out
of prep time - Walsh

T

here is not much time for the West Indies women to
prepare for the upcoming 2021 Women's Cricket World
Cup Qualifier competition, head coach Courtney Walsh
said last week. The competition takes place between June 26
and July 10 in Sri Lanka.
Last week Walsh was hosting a camp in Antigua that included 24 cricketers from around the region.
“We haven’t got a lot of time on our hands. The qualifiers are
in June-July, and people might say we have a lot of time. But in
reality, we probably don’t have as much time as we anticipated
or expected. What I would like from this camp is to put things
in place. Hopefully, we get the regionals played and try to get
a tour before the qualifiers, so we have some cricket,” he said.
Walsh was also cognisant of the drop the West Indies women
have taken in the rankings since winning the Women’s World
T20 five years ago. The team is now ranked sixth in both formats of the game. According to Walsh, so far he has seen a lack
of self-confidence in the team.
“A lot of work is going to be required to get us back to where
we can be. In terms of ability and talent, we have it, but our
work ethic must step up, our fitness level must step up. We
must look all-round. Our entire approach to the game has to be
changed because right around everyone has leapt above us, so
we now have to play catch up,” he said.
The Antiguan camp aims to assess the level of fitness for
some of the cricketers who last November were given a programme to work through.
According to Walsh, this one of the aspects of West Indies
cricket the regional side has not kept up with the rest of the
world.
“The other teams have gone past us because they have
improved and worked on their all-round game and mental
fitness… We are now putting those sorts of things in place
because the girls did a programme in November in terms of
fitness because we are trying to ensure that everybody is up to
par,” he said.
Also last week, Cricket West Indies Director of Cricket
Jimmy Adams said he expects the Women’s Regional Super50
tournament to take place in March, following which a camp will
be held. CWI is hopeful for a tour to India in June, although
Walsh said he will settle for any tour on the sub-continent to
get acclimatised before the start of the World Cup qualifiers.
The West Indies women are also expected to feature in the
2021 edition of the Caribbean Premier League after missing out
last year due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The Regional Women’s
T20 Blaze is expected later down in the year.

indocaribbeanworld.com | january 20, 2021

CRICKET

Young India plunder Aussies down under

A

win for the ages was how ESwere not prepared to just save the game.
PNcricinfo’s Varun Shetty deThey were wanting to go out and finish
scribed India’s thrilling victory
the tour in a blaze of glory. Young India
over Australia at the Gabba yesterday.
has done it. Young India has shown the
The win in the Fourth Test by three
way. Young India is showing that they
wickets handed India the series 2-1. It
are not afraid.”
means India will hold on to the BorderIndia also lit up Twitter over the win,
Gavaskar trophy that they took two years
and in a few cases, with episodes of
ago.
schadenfreude over the loss that left the
Coach Ravi Shastri was emotional
Australians stunned.
following the victory.
Among the tweets was one from for“I’m not someone who really has tears
mer cricketer Virendra Sehwag that statin my eyes, but I had real tears because
ed, “India has many players injured but
this is unreal. The penny has still not
what has been injured more has been the
dropped, and it will take a long time to
Australian arrogance and pride.”
drop. Unreal,” he said.
Australian skipper Tim Paine was also
It was a hard-earned victory with a
the recipient of numerous tweets mockyoung Indian team fighting back at the
ing his parting jibe at Ravichandran
India celebrating after the Gabba win (Getty Images)
growing odds, both on and off the field.
Ashwin, who was the recipient of Paine’s
Going onto the field, the team did it without series ever played. When you take the Covid-19 sledging abuse on the final day of the third Test
Indian captain Virat Kohli, who left the series situation, and the spate of injuries into account, at Sydney. In a sledging incident picked up by
early after the first Test to be with his wife Prithi showing stomach for a fight after being bowled the stump microphone, Paine told Ashwin:
out for 36 is unimaginable.”
Sharma during the birth of their first child.
“See you in Gabba”.
Shastri’s reminder that the series was played
To compound the loss off the field, the inTwitter was awash with responses to Paine
jury list grew steadily throughout the series, inside a biosecure bubble was yet another chal- following his stunning defeat, with one tweet
with its fast bowlers recovering and unable to lenging layer impacting team performance. It stating, “Yes we did Mr Paine, yes we did!”
play, and with first-choice spinners Ravichan- was one of the most difficult tours he could re- Prithi Sharma’s response on Twitter was exdran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja also unable call, Shastri added.
clamatory but minimal: “WooohooooooHAReaction to India overcoming Australia was HAHAHA...”
to bowl.
In the Fourth Test that clinched the series euphoric in India, The Guardian reported yesMeanwhile, loss of the series could hurt
win, India’s bowling attack included debutants terday.
Paine, who may be fielding questions whether
“This is the toughest tour ever. We’re playing he is still the right man to lead Australia, now
T. Natarajan and Washington Sundar. Shardul
Thakur, Mohammed Siraj, and Navdeep Saini in Covid-19 times, quarantine times, and with that he has acquired the unhappy reputation of
had only seen four previous matches among the multiple injuries – nothing comes close. It skippering the team that surrendered its proud
them. As the BBC reported, going into the surpasses all,” said Sachin Tendulkar.
record in Brisbane.
Commenting on the untested and inexpeFourth Test saw India’s bowling attack with
Also, while he averaged over 40 with the bat
only ten wickets among them, while the more rienced team that took to the field, Tendulkar in the series, his wicketkeeping has been errorexperienced Australian lineup had 1,000-plus added: “Every session we discovered a new strewn with dropped catches. Also, he had to
hero. Every time we got hit, we stayed put and apologise for sledging the Indian batsmen on
wickets.
To add to the woes afflicting team confi- stood taller. We pushed the boundaries of belief the final day of the drawn third Test in Sydney.
dence, India hit rock bottom when they were to play fearless, but not careless cricket.”
Said Paine: “I said a few times I have imIndian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, provement in me, I still feel like I want to get
bundled out for a record low of 36 runs in Adcongratulated the national team for holding on better, and I certainly want to keep leading this
elaide.
But India fought back, and under Ajinkya to the Border-Gavaskar trophy, and for defeat- team. I’m loving the job. I’m going to cop heaps
Rahane, levelled the series in Melbourne, and ing Australia at the Gabba fortress for the first of flak, I know that. I’ve been absolutely belted
then drew in Sydney, even as its entire frontline time in 33 years. He commended the team for by the Indians, but that’s par for the course for
bowling attack was sidelined with injuries by its “stellar intent, remarkable grit, and determi- this job.”
nation”.
the time they arrived in Brisbane.
He added, “In the key moments we were
Sunil Gavaskar also praised the team for giv- found wanting, and completely outplayed by
Said Shastri: “What these guys have pulled
off will go down in history as one of the greatest ing India “a magical moment”. He added, “They India, who fully deserved their series win.”

Indian players hit with Australian racism

A

group of spectators was removed from the stands at
the Sydney Cricket Ground
on the Fourth Day of the third Test,
with play suspended for ten minutes after Mohammed Siraj alerted
the umpires and his team-mates to
even further alleged abuse from the
crowd, ESPNcricinfo reported last
week. It followed allegations of racial
abuse that were also directed at India
players during play on Day Three.
Before the start of the 87th over,
Siraj walked in from fine leg and conversations between the India team
and on-field umpires Paul Reiffel and
Paul Wilson then followed before the
officials made their way towards the
Brewongle Stand at the Randwick
End. The players remained huddled by the
square, with unbeaten batsman and Australia
captain Tim Paine joining the India group.
The umpires were then joined by security
staff, while police entered the stands to identify
individuals allegedly involved. A few minutes
later a group of spectators was removed from
the area, and were escorted out of the stadium
by New South Wales Police. Following this,
NSW Police launched an investigation.
Board of Control for Cricket in India Treasurer Arun Dhumal said the body had taken up
the matter strongly with the authorities.
Said Dhumal: “BCCI Secretary, Jay Shah,
spoke to Cricket Australia Chairman Earl Eddings, and expressed his concern over the inci-

Siraj (right) with umpire Paul Wilson
dents, and both agreed that action needs to be
taken against the offenders to send out a strong
message that racism and discrimination do not
have a place in our great sport, and in any walk
of society.”
Sean Carroll, Cricket Australia’s Head of Integrity and Security, said the allegations made
by the Indian team would be investigated by the
board alongside the police.
“The abuse of cricketers by crowd members
is not acceptable. We thank the Indian team
for their vigilance in reporting [the] incident,
which we are now in the process of investigating,” Carroll said.
He added, “While we await the outcome
of the investigation by NSW Police, CA has
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launched its own inquiry into the
matter. It is most regrettable that an
otherwise excellent Test match contested in tremendous spirit by two
friendly rivals has been tarnished
by the actions of a small number of
spectators… As hosts, we once again
apologise to the Indian team.”
Carroll apologised earlier on behalf of Cricket Australia, saying,
“[We condemn] in the strongest
terms possible all discriminatory
behaviour. If you engage in racist
abuse, you are not welcome in Australian cricket. At the SCG, we pride
ourselves on welcoming anyone and
everyone in a safe and inclusive environment. We are taking this extremely seriously. If those involved
are identified, they will be banned from the
SCG and all Venues NSW properties under
our Act.”
Addressing the development following play,
Australia coach Justin Langer said: “It’s upsetting and disappointing. Anyone who knows
me: I’ve said for years, it’s my greatest pet hates
in life that people think they can come to a
sporting event… and think they can abuse or
say whatever they like.”
He added, “We’ve seen it in different parts
of the world, and it’s really sad to see it happen
in Australia. Our series… has been played in
such great spirit; it’s been incredible cricket. It’s
a shame to see it getting marred by incidents
[as these].”
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International
Cricket Schedule

Wednesday, January 20, 2021
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 1st ODI
Shere Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka
1:00 AM 08:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
Thursday, January 21, 2021
Afghanistan vs Ireland in UAE, 2021
Afghanistan vs Ireland, 2nd ODI
Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi
11:00 PM (January 20) 06:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Friday, January 22 2021
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 2nd ODI
Shere Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka
1:00 AM 08:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
England tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
Sri Lanka vs England, 2nd Test, Day 1
Galle International Stadium, Galle
9:30 PM (January 21) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Saturday, January 23, 2021
Afghanistan v Ireland in UAE, 2021
Afghanistan vs Ireland, 3rd ODI
Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu Dhabi
11:00 PM (January 22) 06:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
England tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
Sri Lanka vs England, 2nd Test, Day 2
Galle International Stadium, Galle
9:30 PM (January 22) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Sunday, January 24, 2021
England tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
Sri Lanka vs England, 2nd Test, Day 3
Galle International Stadium, Galle
9:30 PM (January 23) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Monday, January 25, 2021
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 3rd ODI
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium, Chattogram
1:00 AM 08:00 AM GMT / 02:00 PM LOCAL
England tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
Sri Lanka vs England, 2nd Test, Day 4
Galle International Stadium, Galle
9:30 PM (January 24) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Tuesday, January 26, 2021
England tour of Sri Lanka, 2021
Sri Lanka vs England, 2nd Test, Day 5
Galle International Stadium, Galle
9:30 PM (January 25) 04:30 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 1
National Stadium, Karachi
10:00 PM (January 25) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Wednesday, January 27, 2021
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 2
National Stadium, Karachi
10:00 PM (January 26) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Thursday, January 28, 2021
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 3
National Stadium, Karachi
10:00 PM (January 27) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Friday, January 29 2021
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 4
National Stadium, Karachi
10:00 PM (January 28) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Saturday, January 30 2021
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 1st Test, Day 5
National Stadium, Karachi
10:00 PM (January 29) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL.
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Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-297-8222

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

$949,000

Location! 100% renovated New: potlights,
custom kitchen w/
quartz countertop
& crown moulding,
S/S appls, windows
& doors, plumbing &
electrical, oak stairs,
jewel stone front porch,
roof & gutter. Sep ent to
3-bdrm bsmt w/kitchen, 2 sep laundry rms,
3 bdrms in upper flr. A
landlord's dream.
A must see!

FOR
SALE
$729,000

!
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Great Opportunity to Own A
Newly Renovated Open Concept End Unit Townhome in
Prime Location Close to Everything!! Second Floor Loaded
With 9 Ft Ceilings, Large Breakfast/Dining Area with Large Sun
Filled Windows! Close to TTC,
Up Express ,401, and Schools!

Queens Quay, Toronto
Water-club 1B/1 Bath Condo
with Lakeview.
Queens Quay, Toronto
Great Layout. Walking Distance
to Financial District, Union
Station, Scotiabank Arena and
Harbourfront. Steps to Shopping, Restaurants, Parks, Bike
Trail, Ferry Etc. TTC At Door!!

$689,000

!
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Perch Condo

Starting
From Mid- $400K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Scarborough, ON
Starting
From

$400K

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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If you are in search of a
Toronto townhouse for sale,
look no further! With its central location between the 401
and 407, PRESTO provides
quick access to the DVP/404
as well. Conveniently close
to schools, shops, restaurants, and recreation, with
a TTC bus stop just steps
from your door. Plus, nearby
attractions ranging from the
Toronto Zoo to Rouge Park.

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

Presto Towns Scarborough, ON
se
ea95
L
r ,7
Fo $1

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms
Detached Home with Basement
in-law Suite North Whitby Community. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities & 407/401
Highways. Private Backyd W/
No Neighbours in the Back.

Starting
From Mid- $300K

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Gaze upon an endless
canopy of green. Indulge in
spectacular amenities. Gift
your life the luxury of space.
Welcome to ravine-side living.
Residences will be close
by to University of Toronto
Scarborough campus, parks,
schools, lakes and so much
more. Also, a quick 8-minute
drive to the Old Kingston
Road GO Station which
allows you easy commute to
Downtown Toronto’s Union
GO station.

Whitby

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

647-708-4772

Oak St., Toronto

Niagara Falls, ON

Toronto

Zafar Twaheer
Broker

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

