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One step forward, Step Two back
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Toronto – The government of Ontario announced new
restrictions in its battle with Covid-19 starting this week that
will see, among other measures, new gathering capacity limits, a ban on indoor dining, gyms shutting doors, and schools
closed to in-person learning, the move a sweeping attempt to
control soaring Omicron infections in the province.
“The immediate goal of these
measures will be to blunt the latest
wave so we can ease the pressure
on our hospitals. We face a tsunami
of new cases in the days and weeks
ahead,” Premier Doug Ford said during announcement on Monday of the
return to a modified Step 2 of its
Roadmap to Reopen.
In an earlier release, the Ontario
government said the latest moves
have come in response to recent
trends indicating an alarming
increase in Covid-19 hospitalisations.
Consequently, the government, in
consultation with the Chief Medical
Officer of Health, made the decision
to temporarily move the province into
Step Two, but with modifications.
It also noted these time-limited
measures will help blunt coronavirus
Doug
transmission, and prevent hospitals from becoming overwhelmed as the province continues to accelerate its third
shot rollout.
“As we continue with our provincial vaccine booster
efforts, we must look at every option to slow the spread of the
highly contagious Omicron variant. Putting these targeted
and time-limited measures in place will give us more opportunity to deliver vaccines to all Ontarians, and ensure every-

one has maximum protection against this virus,” Ford said.
Unlike other variants throughout the pandemic, evolving data are revealing that while the Omicron variant is less
severe, its high transmissibility has resulted in a larger number of hospital admissions relative to ICU admissions.
“As cases continue to rise at a rapid rate and evidence on
the Omicron variant evolves, additional time-limited measures are
needed to help limit transmission as
Team Ontario continues to get booster doses into arms,” said Christine
Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister
of Health.
Elliott added, “While this was not
an easy decision, these measures will
help preserve hospital bed capacity and prevent our hospitals from
becoming overwhelmed.”
Staff absenteeism is also expected
to rise and affect operations in workplaces across Ontario due to Omicron
infection and exposure, including in
hospitals and schools, the government noted.
Real-world experience and evidence in Ontario reveal that approximately one percent of Omicron cases
Ford
require hospital care. The rapid rise of Omicron cases, which
may soon number in the hundreds of thousands, could result
in the province’s hospital capacity becoming overwhelmed if
further action is not taken to curb transmission.
When one in 100 cases goes to hospital, it means that with
this rapid increase in transmission the number of new cases
requiring hospitalisation will also rapidly increase daily. For
See Page 12: Lecce: Remote learning
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‘We can turn this around for a better 2022’

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219
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Toronto – We have the know-how and the potential to and healthcare delivery to society at large, requiring us to do
turn around the latest omicron variant surge to make a bet- much more now to stop its spread and impact,” he said.
ter 2022, cardiologist and community stalwart, Dr Vivian
He also noted that Ontario Premier Doug Ford was corRambihar, said earlier this week.
rect on both counts, namely, that the latest modified Step
“Better times are ahead, and we have the
Two move by the government was aimed, as
knowledge and power to turn this around,
Ford stated, at blunting the “tsunami of new
and to make a better 2022, hopefully startcases in the days and weeks ahead”; and that
ing in one to two months. The math can
the math was “not on our side”.
be on our side. The same math that causes
“[Ford] is right on both counts,”
exponential growth and the tsunami, can
Rambihar said, adding, “[This] wave is a
cause rapid exponential decay to low numgiant surge of cases, and it does not add up
bers, if we do it right,” Rambihar said earlier
– it multiplies, exponentially, going straight
this week.
up, requiring all of us to do much more,
Rambihar is a cardiologist, and a pioneer
right now.”
in diversity and health studying immigrant
However, Rambihar noted that more
health, particularly in South Asians. He is
knowledge of the variant was constantly
also involved in community work with the
being acquired. Also, that focused vigilance
Indo-Caribbean and Caribbean community
was needed if we are to overcome this latest
Vivian Rambihar
here in the GTA.
coronavirus challenge.
Earlier this week he told Indo-Caribbean World that the
“We know much more about Omicron now to do it right,
arrival of the Omicron variant “changed everything”.
and [we] have to remain patient and follow Public Health
“A month ago, we saw it coming, and did not do what we advice and restrictions, even when they keep escalating.
needed to stop it. We now face exponential growth of a highly Things will get worse before they get better… Covid-19
transmissible virus impacting everything, from schooling
See Page 12: Follow healthcare guidelines
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Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
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$1,199,000

$899,000
Spacious Home

Impressive

You are a perfect home: 3 bdrms on upper level,
large eat-in kitchen w/S/S appls & open concept
liv/din room. Your 3rd level features side entrance,
bdrm & fam rm with sliding doors & private patio.
Bsmt features impressive open concept design with
roughed-in kitchen. You are my perfect gift.

Beautiful detached bungalow with modern finishes.
Features 3 bedrooms, 4 washrooms, separate
entrance & 2 laundries. Everything new from top to
bottom. Designer kitchen with quartz counters and
backsplash, high quality flooring, pot lights, close
to stores.

O

Beautiful detached 3+2 bedrooms bungalow.
Features eat-in kitchen, separate family rm, large
living rm, detached dble garage, upgraded kitchen
with backsplash, hardwood floors, 2 beautiful
bedrooms, fin basement with sep entrance, large
sized living room with wood fireplace!

S

Smart Buy!
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$1,299,000

$499,900
Modern
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LD

Modern suite with a gourmet kitchen, quartz
countertop, laminate floors, LED lights and new
washroom. It’s a spacious open concept design
with an oversized bedroom, utility room and open
balcony. Comes with 4 new appliances.

Impressive home with extended driveway, garage
w/remote and internal access, gourmet kitchen w/
quartz countertop, laundry accessories & private
dining room. The family room features long vaulted
ceilings w/LED lighting and a walk-out balcony.
This home has 4 bedrooms and 3 washrooms.

You will get to see my luxury condo with 2 bedrooms, 2 bath, large open concept living and
dining room, upgraded kitchen, appliances, filled
w/natural light. There’s an open balcony off the
master bedroom. Amenities include indoor/outdoor pool, sauna, gym, tennis, and more.

O

Affordable Solutions

5-Level Blacksplit

It’s About 1,300 Square Feet

This is a beautiful home with 3 bedrooms, 2
modern washrooms, LED potlights throughout the
main floor and upper level, open concept, new
kitchen with quartz counters, fenced yard and a
finished basement with an in-law suite.

$359,000

$899,900

$499,000

S

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

indocaribbeanworld.com | january 05, 2022

$180,000

Cheap

Located near Jane & Shoreham in North York.
Features 2 bdrms, 4-piece washroom, spacious
kitchen, private dining room and a large living
room leading to an open balcony. Clean suite with
parquet floors and ceramics.
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Bhumi Global appoints 2022-23 board, advisory council

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

W

ith the increased urgency being given to combating Innovation; The Rev. Mark Fowler, CEO, Tanenbaum; Ashley
climate change, Bhumi Global recently unveiled its Gabb, Director of Supplier Inclusion and Diversity, Estee Lauder
2022-2023 board and advisory council that includes Companies; Akila Ganapathi, Food Technologist, Beyond Meat;
key Indo-Caribbean Hindu leaders. The new board will con- Simone Jhingoor, Co-Founder & Co-Director, Jahajee Sisters
tinue with the group’s focus on its climate change programming. Empowering Indo-Caribbean Women; Victoria Katrinak,
Bhumi Global is among the world’s foremost Hindu-based Director of Animal Research and Testing, Humane Society of
environmental organisations, with its
the United States; Vanitha Mahalingam,
board members coming from non-profSenior Program Manager, The Cocait groups, academia, and the business
Cola Company; Shefali Mehta, Deputy
world.
Under Secretary for Research, Education,
On its 2022-2023 board are Murali
and Economics, US Department of
Balaji, Lecturer and Diversity Adviser,
Agriculture; Lynn Michalopoulus,
University of Pennsylvania; Aneesh
Founder and President, Moving Well
Deshpande, Portfolio Manager at
Project; Shyla Raghav, Vice President
Capstone Investment Advisors; Durga
of Climate Change, Conservation
Iyer, Senior Lead Developer, SmartCare
International; Darrin Rowe, Vice
Insights and Analytics; Sujane
President of Relationship Strategy, Best
Kandasamy, Co-Founder and Director of
Buy; Brahmachari Vrajvihari Sharan,
Education, The Starfish Canada; Venkat
Director for Dharmic Life & Adjunct
Kodumudi, Chief Operating Officer,
Professor, Georgetown University; and
mPhase Technologies; and Neha Pathak,
Harshita Mira Venkatesh, Business
MD, Founding Steering Committee
Fellow, Breakthrough Energy.
Member, Georgia Clinicians for Climate
Both Sharan and Jhingoor are of
Action.
Guyanese descent.
Gopal D. Patel, co-founder and direcBoard Chair Murali Balaji said
tor of Bhumi Global, said the 2022-2023
Bhumi’s work will involve engagement
Brahmachari Vrajvihari Sharan
board will help to implement Bhumi’s
with the global Hindu diaspora, and in
new and ongoing initiatives, including the greening of Hindu the United States and Canada, Caribbean Hindus would be
temples, the integration of Hindu perspectives on domestic and leaders in the efforts.
global climate policy, the facilitation of partnerships to promote
“Climate preservation and the divinity of all species are pilsustainability, and the cultivation of a new generation of faith- lars of Hindu philosophy, and it is our aim to put that Dharma
based climate leadership through the Bhumi Academy.
into practice as we work to implement a more holistic approach
Said Patel: “It is an honour and delight to announce our to humanity’s relationship with nature and the environment,”
board and advisory council members. We’ve got to this point Balaji said.
through the hard work and dedication of many people over a
Additionally, “The Guyanese and Trinidadian Hindu comnumber of years. The real work, however, starts now. With more munities have been leaders on environmental action, and we are
and more people being affected by the environmental crisis, it is excited to work together to save Mother Earth.”
important that Hindus rise up to address these concerns.”
Bhumi Global began in 2009 as the Bhumi Project in the UK,
In addition to the board, Bhumi Global also announced an and has grown to have an international reach, including as a
expanded advisory council featuring faith, business, healthcare, leader in the UN Climate Council.
non-profit leaders, and multi-faith allies representing a diversity
For more information about Bhumi Global, visit its website,
of perspectives and backgrounds.
or email info@bhumiglobal.org. Bhumi Global is also accessible
The advisory council includes Nishith Acharya, CEO, Equal via Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.
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Ontario govt raises general minimum wage to $15 per hour

Toronto – As part of its plan to grow an economy that works
for everyone, on January 1 the Ontario government raised the
general minimum wage to $15 per hour. This new, higher general minimum wage is expanded to now include bartenders and
alcohol servers. The special minimum wages for students under
18, homeworkers and hunting, fishing and wilderness guides
have also increased.
“As the cost of living continues to rise, our government will
never stop working for workers, including by putting more
money into their pockets,” said Premier Doug Ford.
He added, “Ontario’s workers deserve a raise, and today we’re
delivering one. There’s no better way to support hard-working
Ontarians right now than raising the minimum wage.”
Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Training and Skills
Development, noted that at the top of the new year, the Ontario
government made “unprecedented changes to rebalance the
scales, and put more workers in the driver’s seat”.
He added, “With the cost of living rising, this raise gives a
hand up to the workers and families who need it most.”
The following wages are in now place in Ontario: general
minimum wage workers are earning $15 per hour, a raise from
$14.35; liquor servers have received a pay raise from $12.55 to
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$15 per hour. Students under the age of 18, who work 28 hours
a week or less when school is in session, or work during a school
break or summer holidays, had their pay raised from $13.50 to
$14.10 per hour.
Homeworkers (those who do paid work out of their own
homes for employers) had their pay raised from $15.80 to
$16.50 per hour.
Hunting, fishing and wilderness guides had their pay raised
from $71.75 to $75.00 when working less than five consecutive
hours in a day, and $143.55 to $150.05 when working five or
more hours in a day.
“For too long, workers have been falling behind and wages
have not kept up with the cost of living, which is why we are
raising the minimum wage to support those who have helped
keep our economy moving throughout the pandemic,” said
Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance, adding, “Working for
workers is just one part of our plan to Build Ontario and lay the
foundation for jobs, prosperity and growth.”
Also, Bethlenfalvy noted, “These minimum wage raises build
on the government’s broader actions to support, protect, and
attract workers, and make Ontario the top place to live, work
and raise a family.”
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CDCO committed to equity, diversity, & inclusion
Woodbridge – In the move by the Carpenters’ District
Council of Ontario to promote its commitment to equity,
diversity, and inclusion, Chris Campbell, the CDCO’s Equity
& Diversity Inclusion Representative, reported last month that
he continues to visit local unions
in Ontario. His objective is to learn
more about the efforts to increase
equity, diversity, and inclusion
within the union.
As Campbell reported in the
CDCO’s Winter 2021 edition of
Trade Talk, “It has been a positive and eye-opening experience. I
still have a few more local unions
and training centres to visit, but I
am getting there, despite Covid-19
restrictions.”
Laying down the foundation for
the CDCO’s fostering its ongoing
commitment to equity, diversity,
Chris Campbell
and inclusion, Campbell cited the
remarks made by Tony Iannuzzi, Executive Secretary Treasurer,
at the last meeting of the CDCO’s Equity Committee.
As Campbell noted, Iannuzzi “spoke about the need to have
an ‘open door’ policy to welcome new members, and the need to
attract promising talent for our contractors as our older members look forward to their retirements”.
Campbell added, “I have learned
that there are still a lot of myths out
there in various communities and
organisations about becoming an
apprentice carpenter. Some of the
sponsorship assistance and financial grants that are available to help
someone get started vary according
to the local support system in the
area.”
Consequently, Campbell itemised what were the general
requirements to join the Carpenters’
Union as an apprentice in Ontario.
As he noted, applicants must be
a minimum of 16 years of age; also
Tony Iannuzzi
required is a valid social insurance
number, or a work permit issued by the Government of Canada
that allows working in the construction industry.
Government-issued photo identification showing the date

of birth, such as a Driver’s License or
Passport, is also required.
Proof of education must also be
produced with a minimum Grade
Ten transcript or equivalent General Education
Development certificate. Also,
a mailing address, phone
number, and email address
must be provided in order
to receive correspondence
from the Union, hiring hall,
and Ministry of Colleges and
Universities.
Campbell also noted that
applicants must be capable
of performing the duties of a
carpenters’ apprentice, and be
willing to learn new skills. As
well, the new applicant must In photos, apprentice carpenters in training and union officials at the
be willing to sign a contract of College of Carpentry & Allied Trades. (Daniel Ciufo photos)
apprenticeship.
The new applicant must also meet
all Ontario Covid-19 vaccination and
test requirements, and must have
access to transportation.
More information on nearby
union locations is available at
the CDCO’s website.
Campbell also noted that
2021 saw the Government
of Canada declaring August
1 as Emancipation Day,
and September 30 as the
National Day of Truth and
Reconciliation.
Said Campbell: “Our leadership, staff and members
acknowledge the struggles
and hurt of colonialism. We
stand in solidarity with the
Indigenous and Black communities for a better tomor- Association, Correlation of Black Trades Unionist, Toronto
Community Benefits Network, Building Up, and others for letrow for all Canadians.”
He also extended thanks to the federal government ters of support.
Additionally, Campbell said the CDCO was looking forward
for its generous support for the University of British Columbia’s
Canadian Equity Diversity & Inclusion initiative, and to the to collaborating with Kelly Power of the UBC Canadian District
Jamaican Canadian Association, Black Business and Profession Council office to develop this initiative.

Stouffville – The Ontario government is investing almost $3
million to give 166 jobseekers free training and work experience
in residential construction across the province. The Job-Ready
Program, led by the Ontario Home Builders’ Association, will
connect trainees with rewarding and well-paying careers in
carpentry, drywall installation, cement working, framing, and
heavy equipment operation.
“[The] announcement is
great news for the people of
Ontario. Our government’s
investment in residential
construction training will
ensure that we have the
tradesmen and women we
need to meet the increasing demand for housing in our province,” said
Paul Calandra, MPP for
Markham-Stouffville.
The government of
Ontario’s announcement
Monica Curtis
follows the more than $1.5
billion committed over the next four years to get more people
into the skilled trades, and help solve the housing crisis.
“The residential construction industry and its workers build
a critical part of our communities – the homes that families
across Ontario can call their own,” said Monte McNaughton,
Minister of Labour, Training and Skills Development.
He added, “As more of these workers retire, we need talented
people to fill their boots. Our government is giving people a
hand-up to well-paying, meaningful careers so they can build
better lives for themselves, and more homes for us all.”
Program participants will learn about general home building
techniques, how to work with power tools, how to use different
products in construction, and health and safety on the job.
“We match job-seekers with energy and a willingness to learn
on-the-job with local employers offering starter roles. This pro-

gram provides the experience needed to get employment in the
construction industry, creating opportunity for young people,
career-changers, newcomers, under-represented groups and job
seekers generally, and building the workforce for the residential
construction industry,” said Monica Curtis, President and CEO,
EnerQuality.
Training will last up
to eight months and will
be delivered in the classroom and on construction job sites from experienced tradespeople. Virtual
training is also available.
The project also supports
employers currently looking for new talent by helping them with training and
providing incentives to hire
program graduates.
“While our government’s housing policies
are working to address the
Monte McNaughton
province’s housing crisis,
home prices are still far out of reach for so many Ontarians and
their families,” said Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing.
Additionally, “As Ontario enters a period of economic
recovery, our government is working hard to get shovels into
the ground to create jobs, and build the supply of housing our
province needs, to make housing more affordable for all hardworking Ontarians.”
According to the government, Ontario is projected to face a
shortfall of more than 100,000 construction workers over the
next several years, many of which are for positions in residential
home building.
The OHBA is working with home builder associations and
community partners across Ontario to identify regions and
employers most in need of skilled workers in residential con-

Govt invests in training, experience for residential construction jobseekers
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obseekers interested in more information on
the program or wish to apply can contact Sajida
Jiwani, Chief Operating Officer, Ontario Home
Builders’ Association at sjiwani@ohba.ca & 647887-1279. Training is available to anyone residing
in Ontario. In the second quarter of 2021, there
were 20,895 vacancies in the construction sector in
Ontario. The Ontario Home Builders Association
estimates that the residential construction industry contributes more than $66.6 billion dollars to
Ontario’s economy. To further encourage young
people to pursue a career in the skilled trades,
Ontario is investing an additional $90.3 million over
three years starting in 2021–22 as part of its Skilled
Trades Strategy. Ontario’s Skills Development Fund
is supported through labour market transfer agreements between the Government of Canada and the
Government of Ontario.

struction to take part in the program. Participating employers
can hire job-ready talent at the end of the program, and will be
reimbursed up to 30 percent of the employee’s pay to a maximum of $3,000.
“The Job-Ready Program is an important support to help
bring eager entry-level employees into Ontario’s home construction sector. With 166 participants in the program and over 40
percent of those from under-represented groups, the Job-Ready
Program through the provincial Skills Development Fund is
helping unlock new opportunities for in-demand and rewarding
careers in communities across Ontario,” ,” said OHBA President
Bob Schickedanz.
The funding is part of the Ontario government’s Skills
Development Fund to address challenges to hiring, training,
and retraining workers during the Covid-19 pandemic. This
builds on the government’s ongoing efforts to attract, support,
and protect workers, making Ontario the top place in the world
to work, live, and raise a family.
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Trudeau speaks to unvaccinated
Ottawa – Canadians are becoming angrier and frustrated with those who are refusing to be inoculated against Covid-19, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau has said.
Trudeau’s comments were reported by CBC
News and the national media today amid
troubling news reports of an escalation in
Omicron infections that are now sweeping
across Canada.
As CBC News reported, Trudeau said that
while most Canadians have stepped up and
received all three shots, the unvaccinated
remain a problem. At this time, Canada is near
the top of the list of countries with the highest
vaccination rates.
“It's not just about governments and health
workers frustrated that there are Canadians
who still continue to choose to not get vaccinated. It’s fellow Canadians as well,” Trudeau
said.
He added, “When people are seeing cancer treatments and elective surgeries put off

Provinces adjust isolation
window as Omicron surges

because beds are filled with people who chose
not to get vaccinated, they’re frustrated. When
people see that we are in lockdowns, or serious
public health restrictions right now because
of the risk posed to all of us by unvaccinated
people, people get angry.”
Trudeau said that the best way out of the
pandemic is still for Canadians to get their vaccines as soon as possible.
As noted in CBC’s vaccine tracker, almost 87
percent of Canadians aged five and older have
taken at least one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine,
while 80.6 percent are fully vaccinated.
While the Canadian vaccination rates are
high, Trudeau said the record case numbers
being driven by the Omicron variant are leading to more and more hospitalisations. Also,
it is forcing cancellations of elective surgeries, which are putting the health of many
Canadians at risk.
“That front line health worker who is giving
you your first dose of the vaccine, even now in

Justin Trudeau
January 2022, will be immensely pleased to be
able to give you that first dose of vaccine, even
today,” Trudeau said, noting that these workers
would “much rather be giving you an injection
of vaccine, than intubating you in an ICU”.

Ottawa – The Conservatives today called November 2021, the largest increase ever
for an immediate resumption of the Finance recorded according to the Canadian Real Estate
Committee to hold hearings on Canada’s hous- Association. Housing prices are expected to
climb an additional 9.2 percent
ing inflation crisis. It came from
Pierre Poilievre, Conservative
in 2022, worsening the crisis, and
Shadow Minister for Finance.
putting homeownership further
As Poilievre stated, Canada is
out of reach. IPSOS research finds
now in a housing inflation crithat 85 percent of millennials want
to own a home, but can’t afford
sis. He noted that at the start of
one.”
the Covid-19 pandemic in March
He added, “Canada’s two biggest
2020, the national average price
for a home was $540,000.
cities, Toronto and Vancouver, are
However, by November 2021,
among the worst housing bubbles
the national average home price
in the world. Toronto ranks as the
Pierre Poilievre
second-worst housing bubble in
had gone up to $720,850, a 33
the world, according to data released by UBS.”
percent increase.
Said Poilievre: “The cost of real estate
Poilievre also noted that inflation has
climbed $120,000 from November 2020 to skyrocketed to a 30-year high in Canada.

Additionally, Canada’s national debt has soared
to over one trillion dollars, with the Central
Bank flooding financial markets with over
$400 billion in newly-created cash since the
pandemic began.
“Canada now faces a dangerous housing
bubble,” he said.
Additionally, “As Canada’s inflationary
housing bubble continues to grow, the Liberal
government’s response is more inflationary
fuel on the fire. Finance Minister, Chrystia
Freeland, refuses to acknowledge the problem
even exists. If the Liberal government will
not work to end Canada’s housing inflation
bubble, the Finance Committee must resume
to propose solutions to make homeownership
a tangible goal, not a distant dream for aspiring
homeowners.”

Conservatives concerned over housing inflation crisis

Ottawa – While the “ideal” quarantine period for someone infected with Covid-19 is still
ten days, Canada’s Chief Public Health officer,
Dr Theresa Tam said today this timeline is now
another question entirely amid the Omicron
explosion now sweeping across the country.
As Global News reported, since Covid-19
arrived almost two years ago the typical quarantine for an infected person has been 10 days.
However, this timeframe is now changing as
the highly infectious Omicron variant multiplies around the world. So rampant is its spread
that it is pushing even highly vaccinated countries like Canada to new case records.
At this time, many places of work, including
critical employers like hospitals, are struggling
with huge numbers of staff sidelined by infections, Global News reported.
Consequently, provinces such as Ontario,
have made the decision to slash quarantine
periods in order to staff frontline workspaces.
“This is a balancing of the risks compared
with the need to protect your critical infrastructure,” said Tam.
She added, “Even with five days of quarantine, contagiousness is possible after that.”
At the time Tam was responding to questions on the approaches being taken by some
provinces and territories in dealing with the
latest Omicron surge.
Last month Quebec declared it had “no
choice” but to allow health-care staff who test
positive for Covid-19 to keep working.
“We’re stuck in a vise where hospitalisations
are increasing, and more and more health
workers have to take time off. In other words,
we have more and more sick people, and less
and less people left to take care of them,”
Quebec Health Minister Christian Dubé said
on December 28.
Earlier this week, Alberta also cut its quarantine period for fully vaccinated people.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Working together

H

appy New Year, everyone. May you avoid Covid-19;
please remember your vaccines and your tests, even
though the politics of it all may frustrate you. Contact
old friends and family, however distant, which thankfully we
can do. I maintained contact with Guyana, regrettably a hotbed
of pirates, official and non-official, eager to loot
a moiety from the oil barrel. But the focus of my
interest was more basic.
For millennia the country’s flat seacoast had
been protected by mangrove forests; the area
where I grew up was in a flat depression 16 miles
wide between the Mahaica and Abary rivers, protected by dwindling mangrove, but buttressed by a 20-foot wall of seashells; the
city, Georgetown was largely paved and drained through streetside gutters, canals, and sluice gates (kokers) into the Demerara
River. The spate of flooding, in parts and at times most of the
Guyana coast, over the last 60 years, and slow drainage of flood
waters recalled my many encounters with them.
My moving to Georgetown in 1947 coincided with unusually
heavy rains, which drowned our Albouystown yard under six
inches of water, a combined result of spring tides, raised river
levels, and slow drainage of flood water.
The lands east of the Mahaica River drained slower as the
only escapes for excess water were the three swollen rivers, and
the occasional canal that emptied into the Atlantic.
West of the Mahaica River, the coast was better defended
by a sea wall, a few coastal canals that emptied onto the ocean,
and major inland ones that drained the sugar estates from Cane
Grove to Houston, emptying into the Demerara River via the
large and capacious Punt Trench that ran past La Penitence and
Houston.
Flooding, especially when it affected Georgetown and caused
damage to businesses and inconvenienced the posh residential
wards of the city, was always an occasion for renewed comments
by sugar executives and newspaper columnists to urge a definitive solution.
In 1948 a hydrologist Dr Hutchinson was hired to recommend a way to deal with the recurrent flooding in the
Demerara-Berbice coastal plain. He was amply qualified, having
years of experience advising the British Raj in coping with an
identical, but more massive problem in the Ganga-Brahmaputra
delta.
At Queen’s College, I was then the lone student studying
Geography at the Higher Schools Certificate level, and deeply

N

ew restrictions kick in today for Ontario residents
and businesses aimed at curbing the explosive
growth of Covid-19 cases across the province.
The latest measures were announced by Premier Doug
Ford earlier this week via a frank and unequivocal message,
where he declared Ontario will face “a tsunami of cases in
the days and weeks ahead”.
In response to this existential development, Ford said
the province will return to a modified version of Step Two
of Ontario’s Reopening Plan, which starts today.
Among the measures yet again impacting to keep us
from being infected, and saving our lives, are the closure of
indoor dining, food courts, gyms, and movie houses, along
with lower capacity limits that are now affecting other
social settings.
What we are facing is yet another threatening and exponential exposure to Covid-19, this time to the Omicron
variant, itself an evolved visitation from the coronavirus’
tenacity and ability to shapeshift as it continues to infect
billions of lives, livelihoods and economies, and all nations
throughout our belaboured world. According to The
WHO’s Covid-19 dashboard today, so far there have been
290,959,019 confirmed cases worldwide; and sadly, there
have been 5,446,753 global deaths reported.
Ontario’s latest modified return to Step Two is necessary,
and a required consequence in light of what was yesterday
described by Health Minister Christine Elliott’s office as an
“explosive growth in hospitalisations” across Ontario.
As Elliott’s office noted, “While Delta’s severity required
a focus on our ICU admissions, Omicron has resulted in
a sudden and significant increase in hospital admissions,
as well as a recent increase in staffing challenges in many
critical sectors due to the rapid rise in Omicron exposures.
While the first few weeks of December saw hospital admissions remain stable, we’ve recently started to see explosive
growth in hospitalisations.”
Yesterday there were close to 1,300 people hospitalised
in Ontario with Covid-19; as comparative evidence of
Covid-19’s exponential efficacy for rapid spread, exactly
one week before, the hospitalisation figure stood at 491.
Yesterday Ontario’s seven-day rolling average was 14,435
new daily cases, a figure that officials warned may not be
accurate, as it may likely be higher due to testing limitations
and backlogs. As of today, there are 828,032 confirmed
cases of Covid-19 in Ontario, with 10,252 deaths. Also,
as of today, Canada’s total Covid-19 figures stands at
2,142,310 confirmed cases, with 30,280 reported deaths.
January may well be the cruellest month. However, as
our own community doctor, and eminent cardiologist, Dr
Vivian Rambihar notes in this edition, we have the knowledge and power to overcome this Omicron shockwave.
As Rambihar adds, “Better times are ahead, and we have
the knowledge and power to turn this around, and to make
a better 2022, hopefully starting in one to two months.
The math can be on our side. The same math that causes
exponential growth and the tsunami, can cause rapid exponential decay to low numbers, if we do it right.”
And as the good doctor reminds us, focused vigilance
is needed if we are to overcome the latest coronavirus
challenge: “We know much more about Omicron now to
do it right, and [we] have to remain patient and follow
Public Health advice and restrictions, even when they keep
escalating. Things will get worse before they get better…
Covid-19 [presents] an increasing risk to all of us, especially the vulnerable and the unvaccinated, so we all have to be
very careful, for ourselves and others, now more than ever.”
As we have noted in the past in this space, and as
Rambihar reiterates, our path to safety is through vigilance, attentiveness to the details of personal protection,
and working together as a community. As Rambihar notes,
“[We] should be united now in following public health
advice: continue to wash hands, wear a mask where needed,
keep a safe distance from others, avoid indoor and poorly
ventilated spaces if you can, and get vaccinated with a third
vaccine or booster, and the flu shot.”
Indeed, we can turn this around for a better 2022.

interested in flooding as a technical issue, having seen it from
infancy, one episode almost taking my life as an 18-month toddler.
Other floods peppered my childhood, each one causing
farming losses, and each time stimulating parents, teachers, and
officials to lament the challenges we faced living
three feet below sea level. I thus listened with
Mohan
more than ordinary interest to Dr Hutchinson’s
Ragbeer lecture, in which he discussed his “remedy”,
saying that it was fairly simple and easily accomplished, unlike the huge Indian problem.
He proposed a 40 feet wide and ten feet deep canal from the
Essequibo to Corentyne Rivers, to empolder farmland, drain,
and irrigate it, create a water and land transport corridor, and
several small lakes to store fresh water.
The project would cost £30M, and could be constructed
in stages, over a period of ten to 20 years, beginning with the
MMA territory (Mahaica to Abary), then working east and west
for the total 130 miles.
The existing sea walls would be raised and reinforced as
needed. The Dutch had shown how, in their massive reclamation works, often with 20 feet high walls, creating and protecting
thousands of acres of new land, and preventing future flooding.
This thinking was well before the urgency of climate change.
The details were fascinating; the prospects made you forget
the country’s huge infrastructural deficits: poor roads and communications; no electricity; oppressive labour policies (Enmore
massacre of June 1948, and the march of workers to Georgetown
that followed); poor race relations; the impact of the People’s
Progressive Party; or even the constant threat of flooding of a
low-lying coastland.
A public debate tackled the moot: “[That] the capital be
moved to higher ground, accessible and safe.” Suggestions
included Hyde Park-Soesdyke (Demerara River), and Bartica
(Essequibo). Georgetown would remain the port. A move
would be expensive, beyond British Guiana’s means, yet the promovers won the debate. Few QC boys, the future Civil Service,
attended; most were disappointingly cool to the issue.
Dr Cheddi Jagan and Forbes Burnham dismissed Hutchinson
as wishful thinking. In 1953, a huge flood swamped Holland,
killing 1,500 people, numerous livestock, destroyed property, leaving 72,000 homeless. Sixty-eight years later, the JaganBurnham successors should take their blinders off and study the
Dutch response to flooding. Time will not wait for them.

Similarities in experiences, yet still worlds apart
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Guyana’s floods

n remembrance of things past, looking at the time when we
were young and easy under the mango boughs, it appears
that as children we were growing up in a tropical, but perhaps darker version of the famous poem, Fern Hill, which was
written by the Welsh poet Dylan Thomas.
Fact is, I always recall the astonishment I felt during my early
schooldays when I first encountered Fern Hill, the
poem introduced during a high school class in
Romeo
literature as homework takeaway.
Kaseram
Reading it repeatedly for next-day class preparation, I marveled at Thomas’ lamentation over
the immutability of time, even as things ephemeral such as the protagonist’s youthfulness were fading away.
For my young mind, it was a pivotal discovery of a comparative residing inside a faraway and inaccessible centre, that
despite the differences in time and place, our experiences were
shared and similar, even though I was growing up in a marginalised, but brutal location in the Caribbean.
Naturally, there were no wagons and apple towns when I was
growing up back home. But there were carts to which horses,
mules, and donkeys were hitched. A walk through about two
kilometres of towering cane fields among its long-stalked, feathery blossoms in December took me to a tall brick-and-mortar
building at the back of our village. Here the sugar company
housed its stable of mules, the poor creatures anchored with
heavy chains to iron rings solidly rooted in the concrete floor.
Each morning the mules were reluctantly led out of the stable, their eyes droopy with sleep and foreboding, into the fields
where they were whipped by drivers to heave tons of harvested
sugar canes out of deep, muddy ruts in the fields, and which
were then hauled away to the sugar factory kilometres away.
When the rumbling of the sugar factory’s grinding motors
grew silent, and its chimney stacks were not belching out thick
black smoke, we could hear the mules braying in complaint,
fatigue, and pain, their lamentations weaving through the sugar
canes as a continuum of the servitude that lacerates our collective history as a landscape brutalised, enslaved, and extracted.
I was no prince of the wagons, as Thomas writes of his poem’s
protagonist. Instead, I was among the stragglers of young boys
chasing the heaving, laden carts, waiting for the moment when
a stalk of sugar cane fell off the wagon, ready to pounce on the
windfall of nourishment.

What a joy of whooping and victory it was to wrestle the
fallen stalk of sugar cane out of other grasping hands, to begin
tearing off its razor-edged sheathing with the teeth, and then
champing down on its soft-white, fibrous tissue to extract with
each bite the minute payload of sugary juice.
Perhaps I was honoured among sugar cane carts after all,
and respected as a colonising prince for rapacity,
ferocity, and territoriality when in possession of a
stalk of juicy sugar cane; for such was our history
as a colony, which my education later revealed
was led by foreign monarchs and royalty seeking
out and taking away royalties and our wealth.
We did not harvest fields of hay in Fern Hill. Instead of bales
of golden grass cut and neatly stacked, the scent of cut-hay
pervading and salubrious, the landscape before me became an
apocalyptic one, which the night before the harvest saw hundreds of hectares of sugar canes razed by fire.
If there was a moon, it was obscured by walls of acrid black
smoke and climbing flames that shot upward for hundreds
of metres to almost graze the underbelly of the clouds. The
voices of the fires that filled the nights thundered and roared,
its hunger and greed as unquenchable as the foreign powers that
poured our patrimony into the holds of their ships constantly
arriving at a deep-water port near where I was growing up.
That wealth is today covertly manifested in metropolitan
centres in developed worlds. Also, I later discovered the writing
of the remarkable novelist, W.G. Sebald, who noted in one of his
texts, The Rings of Saturn, that many important museums, such
as the Mauritshuis in The Hague, or the Tate Gallery in London,
were originally endowed by the sugar dynasties, or were in some
other way connected with the sugar trade.
He also notes that the capital amassed in the 18th and 19th
centuries through various forms of slave economy still remains
in circulation today, and continues to accrue interest, particularly through the historic purchase of art that has burgeoned in
values that can be totalled into hundreds of millions of dollars.
Today, I read Fern Hill as a comparative of binaries, particularly noting how Thomas’ location in a metropolitan centre
shaped his world with its privilege that now collides with my
early years of underprivilege back home in the Caribbean.
Indeed, there are mutual and shared boyhood experiences in
Fern Hill; however, we remain worlds apart.
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Why the Parliamentary Mace is sacrosanct

Ean McPherson lies on the floor protecting the
Parliamentary Mace while Opposition MP Maureen
Philadelphia reportedly castigates him for his action

Mace removal precedents
Dear Editor,
Here are some precedents for Speaker Mansoor Nadir.
Removing the House of Commons Ceremonial mace is rare
and very serious.
In 1976 in the UK, Michael Heseltine MP, got up in anger
from the Opposition front bench, removed it and waved it
around in anger. It was wrestled from him by a Tory colleague.
He was forced to apologise the next day.
In 2009, John Mcdonnell MP, did the same from the Labour
opposition bench. He was suspended from the Commons for
five days.
In 2018, Lloyd Russell Moyle MP, removed it from its place in
protest about Tory government Brexit policy. He put it back on
the orders of the Speaker and was thrown out of the chamber.
All were sanctioned severely, at least one (Heseltine) went
on to high office. Speaker Nadir has precedents to follow from
Westminster.
John ‘Bill’ Cotton, Guyana, via email.

Open letter on cremations

Dear Editor,
For elucidation on the sacrosanctity of the mace in Guyana’s
Parliament, the following may cast some insight on why Annette
Ferguson’s attempt to steal it was a criminal act worthy of jail
time.
The mace is to the National Assembly what Guyana’s flag
is to our country, and the Opposition’s sacrilegious disrespect
of what Minister Deodat Indar likened to “the Holy Grail” is
tantamount to the dishonour of our national pride when the
PNC draped our Golden Arrowhead over the coffin of known
criminal, Linden (Blackie) London.
Both actions are equally heinous, as they dishonour the symbols of our national identity and pride.
A mace, once used as a weapon, is currently used for ceremonial purposes – a symbol of authority in Commonwealth
Parliaments: a ceremonial mace was used for the first time on
September 10, 1957.
When Guyana became a Republic on February 23, 1970,
the head of the mace, which depicted British Royal Arms, was
replaced with Guyana’s Coat of Arms. The stem also includes
the representation of a rice plant in full bearing, and a sugar
cane in blossom, representing two of Guyana’s principal products.

On entering and leaving the Parliament Chamber, the
Speaker is preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms bearing the mace
on his right shoulder. When the National Assembly is in session, the mace is placed on the Clerk’s table, with its head
pointing towards the government’s side of the chamber. When
the Assembly meets as a committee of the whole Assembly, the
Mace is placed below the Clerk’s table.
When the Mace lies upon the table, the House is in session;
when under, it is a committee; when out of the House, no business can be done.
The staffer who tried to protect the mace from Coalition
thugs in Parliament at the risk of his personal safety exhibited
patriotism and more responsible behaviour than those who
are supposed to be “honourable” lawmakers, but who, conversely, habitually disregard Guyana’s constitutional diktats, and
descend into the realms of thuggish, anarchical behaviour.
For his pains, the staff member was called a “house negro” by
Opposition MP Maureen Philadelphia.
One hopes that punitive consequences would eventuate from
the criminal actions that transpired in Parliament… and the
racist slur that was hurled at the courageous young defender of
Parliament’s glory.
Adron Pires, Guyana, via email.

Dear Editor,
This uncivilised and uncouth behaviour must not be allowed
to continue. It is irresponsible and immature of any serious
leader to behave as a spoilt brat whenever things do not go his
or her way.
If the election’s results are not the outcome you like, the solution is not to take over the process, and decide to illegally and
forcefully change the outcome.
Similarly, if the vote in Parliament on a Bill you do not
approve of does not go your way, then the solution is not to
forcefully take over Parliament and illegally try to change and
stop the process.
We are a nation of laws with a legal system that is also comprised of the Courts and Police. Anyone aspiring to be a leader
must act responsibly, and ensure that the message being sent
to his or her followers is one that does not say to them that it
is okay to ignore the laws of Guyana, and those who enforce
those laws.
Criminality will rise, and respect for our Officers and the
Courts will decline.
It is also imperative that those who seek to be respected
as leaders in our nation clearly denounce usurping the legal
process of our country. If anyone is opposed to the direction
in which the country is going, then take the time to articulate
why, and try to convince others to agree with you. Then when

it is time to vote, everyone will let his or her opinion be known.
If you are of the opinion that something was done illegally,
then use the legal system, and have your day in court. As a
democracy, the outcome of our elections and the direction of
the country will be determined by the majority. This is our process, and this is what our Constitution calls for.
No longer must we, as a nation, allow others to try to dismantle our civilised existence, and our legal process of addressing difference of opinion. Illegally, and forcefully pushing for a
particular outcome, is not a constructive approach to promote
an agenda, and build support from independent voters.
Instead, the current approach that is being taken is alienating
others, while also increasing racial tension within the country.
The Cooperative Republicans of Guyana calls on the leadership of those involved in the recent uncouth behaviour displayed in Parliament to swiftly denounce what had taken place,
and to also implement controls to prevent this bad behaviour
from reoccurring.
Every time these extreme acts occur, it becomes clearer that
certain elements within the Opposition are too extreme for
peaceful coexistence to be achieved.
Our National Assembly is no place for those who have no
respect for our Constitution and the rule of law.
Jamil Changlee, Chairman, The Cooperative Republicans
of Guyana, via email.

Do not allow dismantling of Guyana’s democracy

National talks needed on disposal of Covid-19 dead

Dear Editor,
This is an Open letter to Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister of
Health Terrence Deyalsingh.
I bring to your attention a matter of urgent interest to the
Dear Editor,
Hindu community.
The devastating Covid-19 wave has plunged many families
Hindus continue to be concerned about our inability to cre- into mourning, and traumatised many health workers who have
mate our dead according to our ancient practices. So much so seen lives lost despite every effort possible.
that many groups are set to challenge the decision in court. We
Death from Covid-19 is traumatising for all involved.
are in the midst of a raging
Whether at home or
pandemic. This to me is a
in a health facility, a
distraction from the fight
patient often dies in
against Covid-19.
the presence and comA
World
Health
fort of loved ones, and,
Organisation
report
upon the last breath, is
(Interim guidance of
placed into a body bag
March 24, 2020 – infecfor disposal.
tion management of a
They leave behind
dead body) informs us that
family members, many
open-air cremations do not
of whom are also sick
pose a threat or additional
and are grieving the
risk of Covid-19 infections.
loss of other dear ones.
I therefore recommend
Families cannot gather
that Hindus and other
to mourn their dead,
groups that cremate in
and the funeral rite
the open air be allowed to
itself, a fundamental
return to our traditional
human privilege, is
practices. Hindus have been
now a drawn-out promade to pay up to 400 percess.
A cremation at the Shore of Peace, south Trinidad
cent more for cremations
Proper care of a
in crematoriums. Whereas a funeral would have cost (TTD) person and family extends even after death, and authorities
$7,000-$8,000, the price now ranges from $25,000 to $35,000.
must find appropriate means to facilitate the grieving process.
In an economy where people have lost their jobs, they are
No other group in this country has been disproportionnow forced to bury their dead, which is not in keeping with our ately affected by the current guidelines involving the disposal of
religious practices.
Covid-19 victims than the Hindu community.
In addition, some funeral homes are taking advantage of the
Current guidelines restrict open pyre cremations, a practice
dead by making the living pay unscrupulous charges.
as old as time itself. Burials continue to occur, with protocol
Satyanand Maharaj, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
adjustments.
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Families are now waiting at least three weeks to perform the
Antyesthi Samskara, the last sacred sacraments in a person's
life, due to existing restrictions and a surge of cases exceeding
capacity.
This delay comes at an immense fiscal and emotional cost.
Another storage facility will not remedy this problem, but an
update on funeral guidelines indeed can.
There is very little science prohibiting open-air pyres from
the disposal of Covid-19 bodies. Interim guidance in March
2020 from The WHO noted that it is common for persons who
have died of an infectious disease to be cremated.
Still, cremation is a matter of cultural choice and available
resources.
At the time of these guidelines, there was no evidence of any
transmission of Covid-19 from a dead body.
Persons tending to a dead body should be able to work with
personal protective equipment, and keep the handling of the
body to a minimum. Families can view the body, but not touch
it or kiss it.
There are no restrictions against open-air cremations. Indeed,
even in India, the country where open-pyre cremations are most
widely practised, the practice was not banned, but remained a
significant avenue for disposal in its devastating Covid-19 wave
in May 2021.
I can find no data to support a contrary stance to promote a
ban on open-pyre cremations.
I submit to the national conversation that the solution to our
overwhelmed morgue situation (apart from the increased drive
to prevent death in the first place) is to revisit our guidelines for
funeral disposal.
Not only will this help with the bottleneck of unfortunate
citizens awaiting their final rites, but it will allow families to say
goodbye with dignity.
Vedavid Manick, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

indocaribbeanworld.com | january 05, 2022

GUYANA

Oil optimism will fuel 2022, but tensions prevail

E

ven as Guyana’s economy continues to boom on the back tives, especially in the Intermediate Savannahs. However, it is
of rising oil revenues, political tensions, combined with doubtful that any comprehensive feasibility studies have been
civil strife, would cast a dark pall over the country in done to validate these initiatives.
2022. Hopes of unity remain a challenge as the ruling party will
Although growing concerns about economic diversification
hold its ground and refuse to succumb to the machinations of have emerged in the wake of growth of the oil sector, the agriOpposition forces.
culture sector will continue to suffer from its traditional risks,
While the government will push full speed
among them massive flooding, poor infraahead with its development agenda, doubts
structure, and weak government support.
will fester about its ability to meet the expecWhile inroads have been made in agroDwarka
tations of a people split deeply along political
processing, production is still relatively small
Lakhan
and racial lines. The Opposition will conscale, and not necessarily directed to the
tinue to show resistance to the government’s
needs of the population. As a result, the
plans, just for the sake of opposing.
country’s imports of foreign foods will spike
While both the government and the
dramatically, highlighting the failure to make
Opposition will express interest in talks of political collabora- progressive strides in this area, and putting the country’s food
tion, such an eventuality will remain a pipe dream largely due security hopes at risk.
to a lack of trust between the two parties.
While oil has emerged as the country’s economic saviour,
Yet, there will prevail a sense of optimism that oil revenues a plethora of questions about the policing of oil exploration
will provide the fuel for development efforts, which will move and production will continue to haunt the government in
the country forward
2022. Allegations that the government
to the benefit of the
has granted oil companies sovereignty
people at large. As a
over the country’s oil wealth will continue
result, the economy
to fester.
will continue to grow
With oil revenues flowing, the governat a healthy clip in
ment has resorted to taking on additional
spite of setbacks
debt to fund its ongoing initiatives and
caused by the Covidpaying off old debt, which is expected to
19 pandemic and
be eased by withdrawals from the NRF. It
higher supply chain
is hoped that the government can comcosts.
mence prioritising its development initiaThe late December
tives in order to avoid an indebted future.
fiasco between the
Evidently, the people of Guyana, includgovernment
and
ing some well-placed politicians believe
Guyana is looking to several large-scale agricultural
Opposition in parliathat the country has “a lot of oil money to
projects that include its Intermediate Savannahs
ment over the repeal
play with”; but that is hardly the case.
of the National Resource Fund Bill, and the passage of a new
A flood of oil money and a huge influx of foreigners and
Bill with unlimited withdrawal conditions, have set the stage for foreign companies will lead to a massive increase in corrupongoing conflict as the year unfolds.
tion that is already pervasive in the country. The current govWhile the government has promised transparency and ernment, in its most recent past term, has been tainted with
accountability in the use of the NRF for development purposes, accusations of corruption and nepotism, which are expected to
fears of corruption and misuse of the funds will haunt not only escalate during the year.
the Opposition, but the nation at large.
In spite of efforts to contain corruption, it usually takes place
Currently, the government has relied heavily on debt to fund at non-government levels, with direct and indirect linkages to
major development initiatives, but with access to the NRF, it the government making it difficult to control.
could see itself engaging in excessive
On the other hand,
spending, particularly on grandiose
a growing number
projects without substantial merit –
of corrupt activities
albeit with Parliamentary approval.
under the previous
Previously, the Natural Resource
APNU+AFC coaliFund Act 2019, which included a
tion will come to light,
budget transfer rule that ensured that
but it is likely that no
fiscal transfers are determined by the
serious outcomes will
expected financial return on the accuarise.
mulated assets of the NRF in the
Tied to corruption
long-run, would have put constraints
is money laundering,
on the use of oil wealth, that is, if the
which will remain a
NRF stipulations were observed.
huge problem, with
In the medium-term, the rule
local banks and the
envisaged a transfer of around half Guyana’s importation of foreign foods will spike informal Cambio sysof current oil revenue to the budget. dramatically in 2022
tem being ineffective
This would have ensured that part of the oil revenue was saved in stemming the illegal flow of money. The country’s growing
as a buffer against shocks and for future generations; and that cash economy will also be a fertile breeding ground for financial
higher public expenditure will not lead to debt growing at the crimes. Reports of the involvement of the police in criminal
same time as the NRF accumulates.
activities will increase, escalating the population’s mistrust in
However, the current NRF Act removes the limitations to law enforcement, and casting a dark shadow over the possibility
spending. Evidently, the government is banking on the sustain- that there will be an abatement in criminal activities.
ability of future oil revenues.
On the socio-economic front, crime will continue unabated.
Arguably, the success of the government in executing its Although reports indicate that serious crimes fell last year,
plans will come down to its ability to effectively prioritise unconfirmed reports seem to indicate a dramatic increase in
major development initiatives in order to maximise the ben- petty crimes. This trend is expected to continue during the year
efits accrued to the economy. The use of qualified personnel in spite of the reorganisation of the police force.
in key positions will also be a key determinant, but will remain
In the meantime, racial tensions will continue to simmer
questionable in an environment where nepotism will continue with periodic politically motivated flare-ups. It is evident
to prevail.
that if the current government “plays its card right”, then the
Plans to resuscitate the sugar industry will remain on the Opposition may never get a chance again at power, which in
drawing board, but will proceed at a slower than anticipated itself, will remain a source of tensions.
pace due to poor strategic planning, and more so, as a result of
While there is some hope that there will be greater collaboraweak management capacity.
tion between the two major political parties, it would be naïve
While the government has committed to revitalising agricul- to assume that a legacy of political and racial differences would
ture, it will take more than verbal commitment for the sector simply disappear and herald in a more cohesive nation with a
to reach its full potential. Although Guyana has always had a common development agenda. That would certainly be ideal,
comparative advantage in agriculture, weak co-ordination and but is more akin to a dream come true.
implementation efforts stemming from poor planning have
stymied growth in the sector.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
For agriculture to succeed, it will be necessary for the gov- the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
ernment to get back to the drawing board to determine specific financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
areas of focus, instead of embarking on ad hoc initiatives that Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice,
seem to dominate current initiatives.
is available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
Arguably, the last budget identified several large-scale initia- reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Irfaan Ali

Ali criticises Opposition’s
confrontation, disruption
Georgetown – The behaviour by the APNU+AFC Opposition
Members of Parliament late last year in the National Assembly
to stymie the passage of the Natural Resource Fund Bill has been
criticised by Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali.
During its objection to the passage of the NRF legislation,
coalition MPs began a protest in the National Assembly that
escalated into confrontation between some Opposition members and Parliament staff. The confrontation became even more
heightened after an Opposition MP removed the ceremonial
Parliament Mace from its location by the Speaker.
The act of removing the Mace led to a chaotic disruption
during the parliamentary session. However, the NRF Bill was
eventually passed after the situation was diffused. The Bill has
since been signed into law.
In his New Year Address to the Nation, Ali commented
on the escalation of tempers in the National Assembly, while
remarking on the seizure of the Mace, which is the symbol of the
Speaker’s authority over the conduct of the Assembly.
He also described the Opposition’s tactic of surrounding the
Minister of Finance, Ashni Singh, and shouting in his face, as
“gross unparliamentary behaviour that carried a dire warning”.
Ali described the Opposition’s behaviour that day as “undignified actions” in the National Assembly, declaring it was not
only a violent assault on democracy, but a blatant disrespect for
the highest law-making institution in Guyana.
Ali wondered: “If persons charged with the responsibility
for the conduct of the nation’s business resort to violence and
intimidation, what example do they give to the nation, especially to the young?”
He added, “Our nation must not be hobbled by those trapped
in a culture of violence and intimidation, whose only contribution to the national debate is physical confrontation. They
do not regard politics as a contention for better policies and
governance; they regard politics as nothing more or less than a
battle for power. That is why we had the display in the National
Assembly of violence and intimidation – that is their default
strategy; to whip up antagonism and hostility based on misrepresentation, misbehaviour, and mischief.”
Ali also addressed APNU+AFC’s claim that the NRF bill
was unilaterally passed in order to give the Minister of Finance
excessive power over its funds. As he noted, the PPP/Civic
administration repealed the Coalition’s legislation that would
have left the Finance Minister with “unlimited and unbridled
power”, and in control with little or no oversight.
“What your democratically elected government has now
done is to remove the Minister of Finance from having such
unlimited and unbridled power. Instead, we have created a
governance and operational structure that is transparent and
accountable, and in which non-political, highly reputable persons carry out the responsibilities of supervision and compliance. In essence, the powers of oversight and control are with
you – the people,” Ali stated.
Ali also noted that the government remains cognisant of
nationals’ expectation to see a flow of benefits from the NRF
that improves lives now, delivers more jobs, and better wages.
The approximately (US) $534 million now residing in the
NRF will, and must be spent, on the welfare and well-being of
all Guyanese, he said.
“It is for that reason that the new legislation provides a
mechanism by which the Parliament will approve the transfer
of funds for projects and programmes that the government has
to carry out to raise your standard of living, to improve your
circumstances, and to give you a better life,” he said.
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OGGN disappointed over ‘rushed & railroaded’ passage of NRF Act
restricting public debate in relation to implementation of the
By Darshanand Khusial
EITI. [Click here for more information.]
& Dr Jerry Jailall
Guyana is also a member of the Escazu Agreement, which
Oil and Gas Governance Network
he Oil and Gas Governance Network is extremely dis- has high expectations for stakeholder involvement. The Escazú
appointed that the government of Guyana has rushed Agreement, also known as the “Regional Agreement on Access to
through the passing of the Natural Resource Fund Act Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental
without consultation with the parliamentary Opposition, or Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean,” signed by 24
other civil society stakeholders.
countries, was adopted in Escazú, Costa Rica, in 2018.
For such an important bill described as the “mother of all
Apart from the right to a “healthy environment”, the agreebills”, that governs how the country’s oil
ment fosters the rights that are believed to
revenue will be spent, a national consensus
be fundamental for sustainable developis essential versus the government imposment: access to information, public paring its Act without involving national
ticipation, and justice in environmental
stakeholders, and without parliamentary
matters.
debate.
Environmental democracy is about the
A special petition to Parliament askprotection of human rights – the right to
ing to hold the Bill for further consultabe heard, the right to have a say, and the
tions with civil society was denied. Such a
right to know about what happens to the
unilateral and triumphalist approach goes
place that you live in.
against the principles and standards of oil
Similarly, the “Santiago Principles” govand natural resources-related international
ern the operation of Natural Resource
bodies of which Guyana is a member.
Funds, also known as Sovereign Wealth
With no bipartisan support, the Act will
Funds. The 24 “Santiago Principles”
be an ongoing point of dissension, inimiemerged from an International Working
cal to the government’s “One Guyana”
Group of Sovereign Wealth Funds,
rhetoric.
established at a meeting of countries
Guyana is a signatory of the 56-memwith Sovereign Wealth Funds in 2008,
Sarah-Ann Lynch
ber Extractive Industries Transparency
in Santiago, Chile, facilitated by the IM.
Initiative – the global standard for the good governance of oil, [Click here for more information.]
gas, and mineral resources. EITI has seven standards.
Many of these principles called Generally Accepted Principles
Standard 1.3 focuses on Civil Society engagement. In accor- and Practices, require clear rules and procedures, and public
dance with the civil society protocol, some requirements that disclosure and transparency.
must be adhered to by countries implementing the EITI include:
In other oil countries, there has been much documentacivil society must be fully, actively and effectively engaged in tion of oil corruption and abuses of Natural Resource Funds,
the EITI process; the government must ensure that there is an also called Sovereign Wealth Funds. Guyana must not become
enabling environment for civil society participation with regard another statistic in this regard. (Steve Coll’s book, Private
to relevant laws, regulations, and administrative rules as well as Empire: Exxon Mobil and American Power, has documented oil
actual practice in implementation of the EITI; and the funda- corruption and is a recommended reading).
mental rights of civil society… must be respected.
On Anti-Corruption Day, 2021, US Ambassador to Guyana,
Also, the government must ensure that there are no obstacles Sarah-Ann Lynch had advised, “We continue to look forward
to civil society participation in the EITI process; the govern- to the government’s initiatives to combat corruption, including
ment must refrain from actions which result in narrowing or Natural Resource Fund legislation that offers both transparency

T

Government members surround Senior Minister within the Office of the President with responsibility for
Finance Dr Ashni Singh during presentation of the
highly contentious Natural Resource Fund Bill
and clear oversight, and to a meaningful and inclusive process
of stakeholder engagement.”
She added, “A strong anti-corruption stance now will show
Guyanese citizens, and the rest of the world, that the government is committed to transparent institutions that utilise the
country’s resources to the long-term benefit for all Guyanese.”
[US Embassy.]
We hope Ambassador Lynch and America, Britain, Canada,
and the European Union, have all taken notice that there
has been no meaningful and inclusive process of stakeholder
engagement in passing this railroaded Bill.
The approved Act is missing many operational and procedural details, and is likely to lead to built-in biases in future
fund composition and stability.
In the best interests of national unity and national consensus,
OGGN encourages the government to convene national consultations and make appropriate amendments to its Act.
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Dr Jagan was not ‘outmanoeuvred’

I

By Donald Ramotar
removed the discrimination against non-Christian religions.
t was with a great deal of sadness that I read Baytoram Let me remind Ramharack that up to the late 1950s, a Hindu or
Ramharack’s lengthy article in the Stabroek News, November Muslim could neither hold a job in the Public Service, nor in the
28, 2021, headlined, “Re-imagining Cheddi Jagan: Cultural teaching profession, and as nurses.
Moorings and Political Recklessness”.
It was the PPP that put an end to that, so that those positions
First of all, he, like so many anti-Jagan commentators, were no longer the preserve of only Christians. Marriages under
blames Dr Cheddi Jagan for the struggles he and the People’s Hindu and Muslim rites were not legal. Jagan and his colleagues
Progressive Party leaders and members waged for Independence changed that as well.
for this country. He has certainly taken the side of the British
Moreover, Jagan, the Marxist, attracted many religious leadcolonialists and imperialists, who did not want to see this ers to his cause. Those persons came to join the struggle from
country become Independent under a party that would put the their moral religious and cultural convictions.
Guyanese nation as its priority, and the interests of workers and
It was Reverend Belgrave who was the Master of Ceremonies
farmers taking a central part in a free Guyana.
when Freedom House was opened in 1957.
He has repeated the old slogan of Jagan
Reepu Daman Persaud was a towering leader
being “outmanoeuvred by the West and Forbes
of both the PPP and the Hindu Community; so
Burnham”. The fact is, Jagan was not “outmatoo was Boodram Mahadeo, a highly respectnoeuvred”. It was the cause he and the PPP
ed pandit, a leader in the Rice Producers
represented, the cause of freedom, and the
Association, and a leader of the PPP. The
broad masses of the Guyanese people who
leading Imam at that time was Yacoob Alli, he
were betrayed by the West, and the People’s
was head of the Guyana United Sad’r Islamic
National Congress led by Forbes Burnham.
Anjuman, and also a member of the Central
How could the West talk about democracy,
Committee of the PPP.
and done everything to frustrate the demoDoes this sound like Jagan was an “inflexcratic will of the Guyanese people through
ible Marxist?” All those persons were highly
free and fair elections in 1953, 1957, and 1961?
cultured, possibly far ahead of Ramharack.
How can they speak about human rights,
No other movement promoted culture as
and deliberately instigate and finance racial
the PPP, both in and out of government. Recall
Donald Ramotar
clashes in the society that killed many, left a
that the best poems of Martin Carter, Rudy
trail of destruction in our land, and a legacy of racial prejudice Luck, and Sydney King, were produced when they were memthat we have not fully recovered from?
bers of the PPP engaged in the anti-colonial struggles. It was
Is this what Ramharack meant when he speaks of Jagan being in the PPP’s Thunder and Mirror that Wordsworth McAndrew,
“outmanoeuvred”?
and scores of local poets, were first published and gained promiJagan is disliked by some of the middle-class Indian intel- nence. The conditions created by the PPP government from
lectuals, like Ramharack, because he refused to abandon the 1957 to 1964 allowed the flowering of arts and culture.
working people, because he refused to adopt racist politics to
I do not think we have had another period that can compare
counter Burnham’s PNC in the 1960s, and because he stuck with to that time when Guyanese artists came into their own.
his class approach to the issues in Guyana.
The PPP began as early as 1958, under Brindley Benn’s leadThese positions of Jagan and the PPP were never a secret; he ership, the History and Culture Week, which sought to make
was always open and honest with the Guyanese people.
Guyanese aware and proud of their multi-cultural heritage.
At a public meeting on June 17, 1964, Jagan made his posiThe idea was to develop a unique Guyanese culture in which
tion clear on that matter. He dismissed the idea of making the varied cultures of our ancestors would have developed and
the PPP an Indian Party. He said publicly that many persons interacted with each other to make us all culturally richer. The
approached him on that issue. Here is a direct quote from that only opera about this country’s struggles was written during the
meeting “…I can understand their fears (Indians) and their feel- PPP’s time in office 1957-1964. It was performed in Germany
ings, but I have had to tell them that the PPP was not interested and other European capitals.
in putting Indians on top but to see justice for all…” He went on
From 1957 to 1964, we had a flourishing of literature as well.
to say, “…the solution to the problems of this country lies in the A national competition was promoted to bring out our best
unity of the working class…”
writers, and our best painters. A Premier’s Prize was put up by
That was the position he held to the day he died.
Jagan for the best stories written by Guyanese. Many really good
Jagan made such emphatic statements at a time when racially books came out in that period by such giants like Jan Carew,
instigated violence was at its highest. It was just after Wismar Wilson Harris, and Edgar Mittelholzer, among others. The PPP
and violence was raging on the coast. Jagan toured the troubled produced great artists that made it on the international scene.
spots on the East and West Coast, and his message was the Ramjohn Holder, known throughout the world as “Pork Pie”
same – unity.
from the British sitcom Pork Pie had his beginnings in the PPP.
The real “fundamental” sin of Jagan for Ramharack, and
Jagan did not have the habit of quoting religious books, nor
others like him, is due to the fact that Jagan refused to practice was it necessary for him to be citing Shakespeare to demonstrate
the politics of race. Ramharack and his ilk cannot forgive Jagan his depth. Ramharack cannot appreciate Jagan, because Jagan’s
because the masses of Indian-Guyanese, workers, farmers, and PPP fought for the working people of all races.
patriotic business-people, agreed with, and supported him, and
Jagan was a principled man who refused to betray the aspirarejected the racist politics that some of Ramharack’s heroes tions of the Guyanese people for real Independence, and not
wanted to pursue.
neo-colonialism. While Jagan made compromises on many
It is true that Jagan was a Marxist. However, to call him “an things during his lifetime, he refused to compromise the prininflexible Marxist” is an absolute misrepresentation of the man. ciples of freedom and sovereignty.
Throughout his life, Jagan warned against dogmatism and
The dislike of this group in the first place is a class bias.
sloganeering. Indeed, because of the great creative work he was Ramharack represents that group of Indian middle class inteldoing to advance the country, the British were not in agreement lectuals. It is sad that instead of condemning the betrayal by the
with the US to remove him. They pointed out to the US how he colonial power and the CIA, people like Ramharack blame the
was changing the country very rapidly for the better, and they victims, Jagan, the PPP, and the working people who supported
thought they could work with him.
and sustained them.
The British even told the Americans that the US was mistakIt is this class position by Ramharack that leads him to
ing Jagan’s nationalism for communism. That was because Jagan admire those in Guyana who sold out and joined with the
was promoting national democracy, improving the economy, oppressors, so that they could benefit from high offices at the
and the people’s welfare.
expense of the people. It is that position that makes Ramharack
It is in that period that many local businesses emerged, and and others similar to him opposed to Jagan.
the size of the working class increased. His government of that
Finally, as the proverb goes, the proof of the pudding is in the
period represented the broad masses of people, which included eating. What were the achievements of those who sided with the
all classes of Guyanese.
colonialists and the CIA? What were they able to achieve for the
Under Jagan and the PPP leaders, British Guiana had one of Guyanese people?
the soundest economies of all the British colonies. In per capita
Those brilliant, cultured, sophisticated brown and black
income, British Guiana was one of the best of all the countries in Englishmen, whom Ramharack seem to be in love with, show
the Commonwealth that was at a similar stage of development. me what benefits their work brought to the ordinary man in
In fact, even when the PPP government came under intense Guyana. Under that type of “smart”, “cultured” collaborationpressure, including an economic blockade in 1963, the economy ist leadership that Ramharack is so obsessed with, Guyana
of British Guiana kept growing. This was due to the creativity of was reduced to a state of extreme backwardness and poverty.
Jagan and his colleagues in the Cabinet and the PPP’s Executive. Unfortunately, people of the mentality of Ramharack, across
Many of the PPP achievements in that period stand today racial lines, have contributed to that. Don’t blame the victims;
as monuments of that generation of PPP leaders and members. examine yourself.
Let me now turn to this talk about culture. It was the PPP that
Donald Ramotar is a former President of Guyana.
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Dr Jagan’s legacy must be
considered in its totality
By Baytoram Ramharack
am privileged. Former President Donald Ramotar has
placed me in the company of “middle-class Indians”, “CIA
people”, and “sophisticated brown and black Englishmen”
(also published in Stabroek News December 7, 2021).
I wonder how he arrived at his categorisations.
My humble beginnings were in an obscure little Berbice village, a family of nine, in a household where the soul breadwinner slavishly laboured for Bookers well past his retirement age,
tired, broken, and almost hopeless.
The Dr Cheddi Jagan sycophants who apparently have
little or no dispute with my original piece on Forbes Burnham,
appear to be experiencing a conniption, and are circling the
political wagon. We expect that; it’s not a surprise.
We live in an age of information and misinformation. We
have an obligation to go where the facts take us so that we can
piece together the puzzle to understand the big picture. And
that’s where Ramotar’s missive is most puzzling.
Ramotar’s admission that Jagan was a Marxist and [Ramotar’s]
forthwith dismissal of Jagan’s dogmatism and his inflexible proSoviet stance do not go far enough in defining the essence of
the man. Despite gaps of omissions from Jagan’s book, and in
his voluminous writings lodged at the Cheddi Jagan Research
Centre, MI-5 files [which released information up to early
1961] revealed Jagan’s intimate links with the Communist Party
of Great Britain (CPGB), and Billy Strachan, both pivotal in
ensuring funding to the PPP from the Soviet Union through the
World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU).
The Jagans [spouse, Janet Jagan] were totally oblivious of
the fact that MI-5 intercepted their correspondences, bugged
their phones, and tapped into private conversations held with
CPGB Marxist theoreticians, Rajani Palme Dutt, and Idris Cox.
These revelations were not simply about Jagan’s Marxism: they
revealed, unequivocally, a compelling loyalty to Soviet communism.
As early as 1951, when he attended the Berlin Youth
Festival in East Germany, the 33-year old Jagan contacted the
Czechoslovak Communist Party’s leadership seeking assistance
(including a printing press and Marxist literature) after establishing his Marxist credentials.
On August 9, 1953, two months before the Constitution was
suspended, in a broadcast on Radio Demerara, Jagan declared
that capitalism is doomed: “…in due course …into a higher and
more efficient socialist system. Likewise, socialism itself will
evolve into the higher communist stage of society …I am a great
admirer of the Soviet Union…”
These were the kinds of decisive factors that led to suspension of the Constitution in October 1953. Jagan’s thinking since
the late 1940s remained unfailingly synonymous, lock, stock,
and barrel, and almost totally aligned with the canonical pronouncements, and any variants thereof, that emanated from the
Soviet Union.
These are the undeniable facts, as substantiated by Jagan’s
own voluminous writings and Central Committee speeches.
Jagan’s dogmatically pro-Moscow posture and defense of
Castro’s communist regime explains why, although the British
initially preferred to support Jagan over Burnham (certainly
from 1957 to 1963), the Americans would eventually pressure a
reluctant Harold Macmillan to change the electoral system after
the June 1963 meeting with US President John F. Kennedy.
After 1957, Jock Campbell, the Chairman of Bookers, perhaps the most influential person with respect to BG affairs in
the UK, and who clearly favoured Jagan over Burnham, made
an important overture.
Impressed by the policy of “Guianisation” of Bookers,
See Page 11: Leaders’ legacies
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Leaders’ legacies must own up to a divided nation left behind
on Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, as young Indians, donned in Che
From Page 10
Campbell made an offer to Jagan to allow his government, Guevara T-shirts, were enlisted to indoctrinate the downtrodunions, and local entrepreneurs the opportunity to become den and trusting masses.
The indignation evoked by those who reacted to references
majority shareholders in Bookers.
Dr Clem Seecharan convincingly argued that this equation, made to Jagan’s lack of religious and cultural moorings missed
given Campbell’s influence, could have been a decisive factor in the point. Jagan described a demeaning experience of caste
the Colonial Office taking a more conciliatory position towards prejudice in his formative experience in Georgetown during his
sojourn at Queen’s College. He was deeply
Jagan after the 1957 elections. Campbell was
humiliated at the hands of an upper caste
a close friend of Iain Macleod, the liberal
Kshatriya Hindu family, when he was made
Tory Secretary of State for the Colonies from
to sleep on the floor, although there was a
1959-1961.
spare room with a bed in the house.
Jagan rejected the offer, twice, in 1958
That experience, among others, alienated
and in 1960. He wanted full nationalisation,
Cheddi from all religious canons, apparently
which was entirely consistent with Marxist
for good. It deterred him from having any
theory and praxis.
kind of religious or cultural sensibilities.
Fidel Castro and the Cuban Revolution
It was Eusi Kwayana, a former cadre who
emboldened Jagan’s dogmatism. Jagan was
provided organisational support during
one of few political leaders who visited Cuba,
Jagan’s early political career, who discussed
twice, in early 1960, praising the Cuban
this issue with V.S. Naipaul.
Revolution, and declaring Castro “the greatest
In fairness, Kwayana’s perspective was not
liberator of the 20th century”.
that Jagan should have embraced Hinduism,
It was Jagan’s imprudence that led to the
Baytoram Ramharack
as the sycophants aspire to uphold. Rather,
bungling of his most important subsequent
meeting with Kennedy [on October 25, 1961], where he Kwayana intimated that had Jagan possessed a modicum of
affirmed great admiration for Nikita Khrushchev’s Russia, religious sensibilities, even in some attenuated fashion, or if he
despite cautionary advice from Lloyd Searwar, and the British had an inclination to any such cultural orientation during his
formative years, he might not have totally embraced as virtual
attaché in Washington.
Even after that disastrous meeting, Jagan still convinced him- gospel Marxism-Leninism, as prescribed by the USSR.
Ramotar must know that while Marxism was the epiphany
self that the US would provide assistance for “rapid economic
transformation” of the former colonies. He arrived at this con- of “total knowledge”, as Jagan confessed to Naipaul, and, as his
clusion one month after meeting Kennedy, when he was made communist friend, Richard Hart, told Dr Frank Birbalsingh, it
aware of an interview Kennedy gave to Aleksei Adzhubei, who was Cheddi’s devotion to his ideology that kept him going durwas the editor-in-chief of the Soviet newspaper, Izvestia, and ing 28 years in Opposition.
Soviet-style Marxism-Leninism, ironically, became like a
son-in-law of the Soviet leader Khrushchev.
The PPP publications, including its monthly Thunder, religious conviction, one that gave way to ideological inflexibilunabashedly made it clear that they accepted the USSR and ity and tragic political misjudgments that have had catastrophic
repercussions for the country, particularly the loss of most of its
Cuba as their guiding north stars to be emulated.
The suspension of the Constitution and US intervention later best and brightest of all races, to the capitalist countries.
Moses Bhagwan, former Chairman of the youth arm of the
were “short-term setbacks”, as so eloquently expressed in Jagan’s
book, History and Time are on Our Side. La lucha continua [the PPP (Progressive Youth Organisation) from 1962 to 1965, who
struggle continues]. Entire villages, including obscure ones like was expelled for not adopting the Soviet line, told Birbalsingh
ours, would turn out to watch silent black & white short films that, “Janet in particular and the leaders of the party were

pro-Russian”. Bhagwan questioned whether Jagan’s MarxismLeninism could resolve all of Guyana’s social problems, including its racial dilemma.
The Jagans used their Marxist creed and loyalty to the Soviet
Union to sustain an organisation that survived primarily on the
racial/ethnic loyalty of Indians. It was certainly not the promise of Marxist socialism that glued Indians to the PPP – it was
racial fears of Burnham’s PNC, and unadulterated admiration
for Jagan.
It cannot be emphasised enough that Indian support for
Jagan was purely racial/ethnic – not ideological, after the split in
1955. The most serious indictment of Jagan’s devotion to Soviet
communism was the “flight to freedom”, as Jagan’s loyal supporters (yes, Burnham’s too!) migrated to imperialist metropoles
around the world.
The legacy of Jagan must be considered in its totality. The
goliath David who put the West on trial became a victim of his
own doing – not only because of his political naïveté, but because
his primary inspiration was driven by an incontestable loyalty to
Soviet-style Marxism. It was a mindset fully established since
the late 1940s. Both Jagan’s and Burnham’s legacy must own up
to what they bequeathed us – among which is a divided nation
where race/ethnicity remains a primary political variable.
After Jagan officially joined the world communist movement
in 1969 in Moscow, the PPP was represented on the editorial
board of the World Marxist Review. The journal internationalised the core values of Soviet communism [subsidised and
maintained a Soviet chief editor].
Ramotar, a protégé of Cheddi, became Jagan’s representative
on its editorial board for eight years. He certainly has acquired
experience in propaganda on a grand scale. Ad hominem attacks,
embedded in his missive, have always been an even greater talent of his.
I leave the former President with these words: Satyameva
Jayate – The Truth Always Wins.
Dr Baytoram Ramharack teaches politics and history at
Nassau Community College, New York. His publications include
the Centenary Celebration of the Arrival of Indians to British
Guiana (1838-1938) (ed), (2001); and, Against the Grain:
Balram Singh Rai and the Politics of Guyana, (2002). He is currently working on a forthcoming publication on Alice Bhagwandai
Singh, a Guyanese cultural activist.
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Ask Jay...

Caricom optimistic about 2022

C

aricom is ushering in 2022 “with “immense challenges ahead, and the inherhope and optimism”, Chairman of the ent risks and vulnerabilities that have always
15-member grouping, Belize Prime accompanied our existence, the Community
Minister John Briceno said last week. Even possesses the requisite capacities, strategies and
as Briceno said the regional group was mov- plans, and the will and courage, to forge a resilient and prosperous Caribbean
ing forward with optimism he
looked back to the last two years,
Community”.
noting that Caricom has seen
Briceno said while responding
to the pandemic, Caricom has
all of its plans impacted by the
“also been crafting the frameCovid-19 pandemic.
work for a regional recovery
As the Caribbean Media
which aligns with our aspirations
Corporation reported earlier this
month, Briceno said the corofor sustainable development and
navirus has caused “profound
resilience”.
social and economic turmoil” in
Notably, the Caricom’s Special
Ministerial Task Force on Food
the region, and that “the prosJohn Briceno
Production and Food Security
pects for our recovery hinge on
the urgent acceleration of vaccinations, which will be critically important in the coming
year, advancing actions to stimulate economic
remains alarmingly low in our Community”.
He added, “Further delay in equitable access growth, and fortifying the region’s food systo vaccines will stress our health systems and tems against supply chain disruptions.
personnel, and delay our economic recovery.
“The pandemic has underscored the imporThroughout the pandemic regional coopera- tance of integrating digital technologies into
tion, collaboration, and solidarity have been at our economic, social, and governance structhe centre of our national responses – a clear tures. Therefore, to spur the digital transforaffirmation of the necessity and dividends of mation of our single Caribbean space, we will
our integration.”
advance our Regional Digital Development
However, he noted that notwithstanding the Strategy,” Briceno said.

Lecce: Remote learning returns to schools
From Page 1
example, 50,000 cases per day would mean 500
hospital admissions per day, which is greater
than the peak daily hospitalisations of 265
per day from last spring, when hospitals were
under significant strain during the third wave
of the pandemic.
In response, the province will return to the
modified version of Step Two starting today for
at least 21 days until January 26. It is subject
to trends in public health and health system
indicators.
The modified version of Step Two includes
reductions to social gatherings with a limit of
five people indoors and ten people outdoors;
limiting capacity at organised public events
to five people indoors; and requiring businesses and organisations to ensure employees
work remotely unless the nature of their work
requires them to be on-site.
It also includes limiting capacity at indoor
weddings, funerals, and religious services, rites
and ceremonies to 50 percent capacity of the
particular room; and limiting outdoor services
to the number of people that can maintain two
metres of physical distance. Social grouping
associated with these services must adhere to
the social gathering limits.
Also, retail settings, including shopping
malls, are now permitted at 50 percent capacity. For shopping malls, physical distancing
will be required in line-ups, loitering will not
be permitted, and food courts will be required

to close.
Personal care services are now permitted at
50 percent capacity along with other restrictions. Saunas, steam rooms, and oxygen bars
are now closed.
Indoor meeting and event spaces are also
closed with limited exceptions, but permitting
outdoor spaces to remain open with restrictions. Public libraries are limited to 50 percent
capacity.
In addition, today the Chief Medical Officer
of Health will re-instate Directive 2 for hospitals and regulated health professionals,
instructing hospitals to pause all non-emergent
and non-urgent surgeries and procedures in
order to preserve critical care and human
resource capacity.
Also, as part of the province’s response to
the surging Omicron variant, starting today,
students will pivot to remote learning, with
free emergency childcare planned for schoolaged children of health care and other eligible
frontline workers.
“Children will continue to receive live
virtual learning during this period, led by
their teacher, with full access to school-based
academic and mental health supports,” said
Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education.
He added, “We will continue to work closely
with the Chief Medical Officer of Health to
keep our communities safe and ensure that
Ontario students get back to in-person learning as soon as possible.”

Follow healthcare guidelines, get booster shot
From Page 1
[presents] an increasing risk to all of us, especially the vulnerable and the unvaccinated, so
we all have to be very careful, for ourselves and
others, now more than ever.”
He expressed concern over the growing
infection numbers negatively impacting on the
health of individuals, and on the healthcare
system.
“Although it is mostly not a serious illness
in people who have been vaccinated, especially
after the third or booster vaccine, the large
numbers of sick people will overwhelm hospital systems, while some can get seriously ill. So,
if you are vaccinated, you should still be very
careful and avoid getting Covid-19 [due to its]
acute and long term effects,” he cautioned.
He also spoke to those who are not inoculated, noting that infection by the variant
was extremely serious, and was often leading
to hospitalisations; also, that it was a superspreader, and capable of causing serious illness
or death.

Rambihar said that the seriously infected
could encounter a healthcare system that is
under duress due to increasing staff shortages
because of Covid-19, and hospitals and ICU’s
filling up, which “will impact everyone, delaying needed care and increasing backlogs, and
threatening all other sectors of society”.
He reiterated the healthcare requirements
for personal management to avoid contracting
an infection, saying, “[We] should be united
now in following public health advice: continue
to wash hands, wear a mask where needed,
keep a safe distance from others, avoid indoor
and poorly ventilated spaces if you can, and get
vaccinated with a third vaccine or booster, and
the flu shot. If ill, isolate and protect others,
and as some suggest – for now – go nowhere.”
Rambihar added, “[For] the next few weeks
or months, in mid-winter, with numbers rising,
go nowhere, unless you have to, and follow the
usual public health precautions to avoid getting
or spreading the virus. And most important –
get your third vaccine, and flu shot.”
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Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

How to Ride the New Wave

C

ovid-19 has sparked a new evolutionary trend. To curb its spread, companies have
adapted by asking their employees to work from home. The world became virtual:
virtual meetings, virtual court trials, and in real estate, a buyer can now view homes
virtually, sign documents electronically, and meet with their lawyers via zoom.
Most employees who work behind the desk are embracing this trend, and if given the opportunity, will continue to work from home. It is a win-win situation because employers would
require less office space and the company’s overall expense would shrink. Employees are
saving travelling expenses and commuting time as well.
Many who work from home can now settle outside of the GTA, where home prices are
more affordable. Smaller towns generally have less crime rates and offer a more relaxed
lifestyle. Buyers who plan to relocate out of the GTA should make a list of all the places they
consider living in. It’s great to visit these towns. Look for amenities such as good schools,
shopping, hospitals, and recreation centres.
It’s a good time to view some homes in the area. This way, we can have a feeling about
what is available within your price range. Some towns have high property taxes because of
the small population. Before deciding, consider checking the property tax.
Nowadays, bidding for homes is virulent. With affordable prices, low interest rates, and an
abundance of buyers, bidding fever is spreading fast in the small towns. The best approach
is to engage an experienced realtor to assist. A local realtor will have more knowledge about
the area, and is in a better position to assist.
However, do not discount a realtor in GTA if you are planning such a move. They can assist
in the research, and can arrange to show homes in remote areas. GTA realtors may choose to
refer a buyer to a realtor in that town, and in so doing, oversee the operation.
When buying an out-of-town property, before submitting an offer visit the property, check
whether the seller has an inspection report. If not, make the offer subject to inspection. If the
property is on well or septic, arrange for the proper inspections. Test the well water for contamination. It’s best to ask the seller for a report on when the last service was done. A quick
call to the service technician is beneficial.
If there are many buyers bidding for the home, then, it’s best to inspect the property before
submitting an offer. With multiple offers, sellers tend to choose offers that are unconditional.
These are called firm offers, and are not subject to the buyer obtaining financing or conducting an inspection. As such, before submitting an offer, procure a pre-qualification for the
mortgage. To be ahead of the competition, offer the seller a good price with a strong deposit.
Usually, a deposit of around five percent of the purchase price is recommended.
For newly built homes, research the builder. Choose upgrades that are difficult to do later,
such as large basement windows, separate entrance to the basement, high ceilings, and
hardwood stairs. Make your purchase subject to your lawyer’s approval, and watch out for
hidden fees.
For freehold properties, ask for a copy of the survey. It’s like the map for the land. Properties with maintenance fees are either condominiums or Parcel of Tied Land. When purchasing
these, ask for the status certificate. A status certificate will give an idea of the financial health
of the corporation and the bylaws.
Before buying out of town, weigh your options. I recall one family who sold their home in
GTA, moved out of town, and in a few years, sold their out-of-town home and relocated back
to GTA because their children would be attending university in GTA.
Seniors, how can you enjoy an affluent lifestyle? Lilly sold her GTA home for one million
dollars and bought a newly-built bungalow in Tillsonberg for $450,000. Lilly is a senior citizen who lived on a shoestring budget. Lilly said that this move allows her to live an affluent
lifestyle:
“In GTA, I had hot dogs for dinner but now, I have steaks,” she said.
The price disparity between GTA and out-of-town properties is a good reason to relocate.
Out-of-town properties are great for investment as well. If you are planning on buying a
rental property in a small town, look at the major source of employment. Places like Barrie,
Windsor, and Niagara Falls are excellent cities to invest in.
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Better savings start here

The Indelible Red Stain

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.
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The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Designer, composer, & an authentic voice of the mighty Mukesh
By Dhanpaul Narine
Devindra developed his own style and became popular in
evindra Pooran is the voice of Mukesh! When he
Guyana. He won the Mukesh competition, and this helped to
sings those Mukesh hits, listeners have a hard time to
cement his popularity.
distinguish his voice from that of the Mighty Mukka!
Concerts followed, and the chance to sing with playback
But Devindra is more than a singer of Mukesh’s songs. He
singers in Suriname.
is a designer and composer, a responsible husband and father,
In 1985, Devindra recorded an album ‘Treasures of Mukesh.’
and an excellent role model in the community.
It was the first album of its kind, and it was a hit. Another hit
Devindra was born in Hague
followed, ‘Visions of Mukesh’.
Backdam, in Guyana. It is primarily a
In 1990, Devindra left Guyana for the
farming area.
shores of the US. It took him a while to
He is the last of nine children. His
restart his singing career, and when he
mom is Basmattie, and his dad is
did, he found that he had lost none of
Seepersaud.
his popularity.
He attended Hague Canadian
He sang at numerous events, and the
Mission School for his primary
reception was most favourable.
education. It was here that Rajpatty
Devindra was increasingly seen as the
met Chabilall Tiwari as teachers, and
voice of Mukesh. He made a number of
they ended up tying the knot.
albums, and teamed up with Mohabeer
The headmaster was Harold Chee
Records in a productive relationship.
and some of the other teachers were
India beckoned in 2011, and
Benjie, Arjune Persaud, Sumintra
Devindra found himself on a tour with
Rameshwar, who was Devindra’s sister,
Kali Travels and his Bharat Yatra tours.
and Eileen Indar. Devindra’s wife,
Ramesh Kalicharran is regarded as
Binta, taught at the school as well.
one of the pioneers that brought India
After the College of Preceptors
and the Caribbean closer. Devindra was
exam, Devindra went to Stewartville
impressed with the people and beauty
Secondary School where he completed
of India, and he made three trips there
his GCE O’ Levels, and found
Guyanese-born Devindra Pooran is the with Kali Travels.
voice of Mukesh!
Headmaster Trotz as a strict educator.
On his second trip, he was fortunate
Devindra articulated to the Ministry of Agriculture,
to meet with Nitin Mukesh, the son of the great Mukesh.
and eventually became a Public Health Inspector. He was
“I was happy to meet with Nitin,” Devindra says. “We had a
responsible for ensuring that quality and standards were
musical evening. Nitin introduced me, and told the audience
maintained in the food sector.
that it was in for something special. I sang a Mukesh song and
He tied the knot with Binta in 1974, and the marriage has
at the end of it there was loud applause.”
produced three beautiful daughters.
Nitin said that it was the best rendition of Mukesh he had
How did he get into singing? Devindra explained that he
heard from someone outside of India. Devindra could easily
started to sing at an early age.
have passed as a singer from India, Nitin said.
He would sing both English and Indian songs, but then
There are a number of persons that have influenced
he joined an Indian band ‘Subah Ka Tara’ in Hague, and his
Devindra over the years. They include his parents and his
singing took off.
brother David Rampersaud. His wife Binta and his daughters
He was advised by many to stick to Mukesh, as his voice
are very supportive.
suited that of the great playback singer.
But the singer Mukesh is close to his heart as well.

D
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The Maharajah Devindra thrills India with his Mukesh
renditions

Devindra with wife Binta

Apart from singing, Devindra likes cricket, and Rohan
Kanhai and Garfield Sobers are among his favourite cricketers.
The future looks bright for Devindra. He says he will
continue to sing and make others happy. He hopes that the
pandemic will go away, and that life would return to normal.
Devindra is concerned about the welfare of the young
people. He wants them to listen to their parents, to live a clean
life, and to make a decent contribution to their community.
It is a chilly winter’s evening and someone is playing ‘Jawo
kaha bata yeh dil’, and you think that it is Mukesh, but it could
be Devindra.
You can’t be sure, but it doesn’t matter, because the voice
and melody are just right!
We wish Devindra and his family all the best in the future.
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Covid-19 pandemic curtailed liberty, but ‘Little Guyana Avenue’ thrived
By Dhanpaul Narine
iberty Avenue has experienced its fair share of stress since we were last there. It buckled
under the weight of Covid-19, and became a ghost town at the height of the pandemic.
The Avenue that has come to define the aspirations of the immigrant, lost its glamour.
It was a strip that was dressed to the hilt, but there was no celebration, no party to attend.
Fear stalked the Avenue, and people fell sick, victims of a disease that continues to mutate and
take lives.
At one time, Queens was the
epicentre of the pandemic, with the
Indo-Caribbean community being
hit the hardest. Who can forget the
dark days when many got sick, and
the nurses used Skype to allow the
sick to wave goodbye to their loved
ones?
There were no funerals, and no
proper last rites were given. But there
were prayers and hope.
In the Spring of 2021, the clouds
parted. The masks were adjusted
ever so carefully. Liberty Avenue
was washed and dusted. The flags
and banners waved in triumph. The
Mayor of New York City, and other
dignitaries, walked to the beat of the
tassa, and the procession applauded,
to co-name Liberty as ‘Little Guyana
Avenue.’
Councilwoman, and now
Speaker Adrienne Adams, lauded
the contributions of the Guyanese
community, and said it was most
fitting that Liberty Avenue should be The crowds assemble to co-name Liberty
Avenue in Queens, New York, ‘Little Guyana
co-named Little Guyana Avenue.
Avenue’
There were songs, poems, and
speeches, and then Mayor Bill de Blasio
New York. It attracted scholars from all over
arrived. He said that for too long the
the world. Its founder Dr Lallan Prashad
Guyanese community was on the margins,
Vyas hailed Pandit Ramlall as a noble soul.
and people had a right to feel excluded. But
It was fitting that for his many contributions
that was no longer the case as recognition
133 Street and Liberty Avenue was co-named
had come to the community through the
‘Pandit Ramlall Way.’
co-naming event.
The co-naming was a collective effort
Mayor de Blasio saw Sybil’s Bakery as a
that was spearheaded by Ashook Ramsaran
‘beacon’, and brought the house down when
and Councilwoman Adrienne Adams,
he said that there is talk in City Hall that
and hundreds turned out for this historic
“If you want to get anything done, hire a
occasion. The program was inclusive, and
Guyanese!”
it was a delight to have the late Mohamed
We left with a new sense of worth. We
Salim give the prayer on behalf of the Muslim
were proud of the fact that the Mayor’s Senior
community.
Liaison Officer for South Asian Affairs, Rohan
In September 2021, Liberty Avenue was
Narine, was the one to escort Mayor de Blasio
again the venue for the start of the 9/11
to this historic event.
observances. It marked the 20th anniversary
Summer came and Liberty Avenue opened
of that unforgettable day.
its arms and welcomed the visitors. The Little
On a clear, cloudless day, the children read
Guyana sign attracted Guyanese from the
poems and speeches that were dedicated to
motherland in their diverse numbers. This
the victims.
prepared us for another co-naming ceremony,
The organisers proceeded down Liberty
‘Pandit Ramlall Way’.
Avenue to the firehouse, where two fire
There is general agreement that Pandit
fighters perished on 9/11. They were Ronnie
Ramlall was a founding father of the IndoGeis and Terrance McKnight.
Caribbean community in New York. He was a
The community was pleased to have
freedom fighter in Guyana who was jailed by
with it once more Mohamed Salim to offer
the British, along with Dr Cheddi Jagan, and
prayers, and to bring a message of peace to the
others.
families.
When he migrated to New York, Pandit
A month later, Liberty Avenue was
Ramlall helped to set up the Arya Spiritual
transformed into an Indo-Caribbean village
Center. The crowning achievement was the
for the Diwali celebrations. The Divya
purchase of the building in Briarwood, New
Jyoti Association, under the leadership of
York.
Lakshmee Singh, took over a busy block on
The support of the community was
Liberty Avenue, and literally stopped the
overwhelming. Ronnie Harpaul and his
traffic.
family, along with so many others, made the
Diwali was celebrated in all its splendor
Center a reality.
with the ‘Happy Diwali’ sign splashed in neon
The contribution of Dr Satish Prakash,
across the street, as a backdrop.
Missionary of the Arya Samaj, was also critical
The new Mayor of New York, Eric Adams,
in the realisation of this dream.
has promised to make Diwali a school holiday.
The co-naming was made possible through
The community looks forward to history in
the hard work of Councilwoman Adrienne
the making.
Adams, Ashook Ramsaran, Naro Balli, Sagar
As the middle of December 2021
Rajpal, Prakash Persaud, Pat Jordan-Longford, approached, people were back to what took
Roy Dhanraj Singh, Herman Singh, Anup
place at the beginning of the year. It was the
Ramnauth, and others.
dreaded pandemic.
It was great to see many priests there as
Omicron, a variant of Covid-19, was
well, including Pandit Chunelall Narine,
beginning to hit the community hard. The
Acharya Arun Gossai, Pandit Ganeshwar
numbers showed a marked increase in cases.
Ramsahai, Pandit Bharat Singh, and others.
Liberty Avenue had long lines for the tests
One of the legacies of Pandit Ramlall was
and vaccines, and at such high infection rates,
the International Ramayana Conference that
Queens could well become the epicentre
was held at York College, City University of
again.

L
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People line up in the freezing cold on Liberty Avenue in New York to be tested
for Covid-19 infections

At the fire station 107-14 Lefferts Boulevard, New York. Community stalwart, the
late Mohamed Salim (left), and Imam Sarfraz pay their respects to the fallen fire
fighters at 9/11

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
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Are you considering Grade 1 French Immersion or
Grade 7 Extended French for your child?
Applications are open until Jan. 28, 2022.

To apply or learn more about the French
Immersion and Extended French programs,
including access to resources and supports,
visit www.peelschools.org/French.
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Diaspora Must Reads

S

Books focus on ensuring child safety

The Unwanted Wife

andy Maeck’s The Unwanted Wife is one woman’s story
about everything other than what marriage is supposed
to be.
As Maeck’s website notes, one’s wedding day is meant
to be one of the happiest days of your life. It is a time when
unbridled love and connection abound. However, family
secrets and hidden fears may impede the happiness of that day.
Such is The Unwanted Wife – a story about a bride’s
journey from a
life filled with
fear, abuse,
terror, anxiety,
unmentionable
situations too
shocking to be
spoken about, and
how she used the
power of positivity
to make lifechanging decisions.
It led her to
acquiring strength,
resilience, and
endurance.
In this text, the
reader is invited to
Sandy Maeck
walk in the author’s
shoes as she left Guyana to live in Canada.
Arranged marriages are part of many cultures, and most
are unwilling participants in a game of power, one-upmanship,
and positioning between families. Maeck’s narrative uncovers
how she arrived in Canada to a family who were strangers, a
husband she did not know or love, and how she adapted to a
whole new life.
It is a courageous tale of how she survived the toughest
of times, facing physical and verbal abuse, a multitude of
obstacles, disillusions, betrayals, and disappointments for the
sake of her children. And it is about how, after discovering her
inner strength, she blossomed to find true love.
Maeck is a Toronto-based first time author. Born Shobha
Maraj to a prominent family in Georgetown, Guyana, her
father is from the distinguished Maraj family of Kitty, and her
mother is from the well-known Persaud-Sharma family of
Alexander Village.
Today, she is the founder of a dance academy, owner of
Shobha’s Wedding Services, and is currently a Director at Devi
Mandir in Pickering. She is also the recipient of the Civic
Award from the Town of Pickering for volunteerism.

I

n a move to better enable easier conversations about child
abuse between adults and children, Guyana’s Ministry of
Human Services and Social Security recently announced
the launch of two new books.
Every Safe Child Story Book, and Every Safe Child Colouring
Book, were conceptualised by Minister of Human Services and
Social Security, Vindhya
Persaud. The books were
launched late last month
under the Ministry’s
‘Every Child Safe’
campaign.
Persaud said her
conceptualisation for the
texts took into account
that it is not always easy
for adults to explain
matters related to child
abuse.
“The books are a
comfortable way of
opening up conversations
between an adult and
child so that they can
address child abuse.
Dr Vindhya Persaud reads one
It can be quite an
uncomfortable subject
for the adult to discuss
with the child, but this
colouring book gives the
opening and guides the
adult on how to explain
in a very meaningful
way,” Persaud said.
She added, “This is an
important component
to the [‘Every Child
Safe’ campaign], where
our facilitators will go
into communities and
work with people. It is
a very action-oriented
campaign, so they will
now have colouring books and storybooks for children that
will educate them in a very sensitive and age appropriate way
on child abuse.”
The storybook is a compilation that emerged out of the
Short Story Writing Competition for young writers, and
focuses on various elements of child safety.

“The colouring book was a project I worked on with my
team members, and it is also activity based so that children can
definitely have insight into child abuse,” Persaud recalled.
According to Persaud’s Ministry, the objective is also for
children to be simultaneously educated on the subject, and to
be prepared on what to do in the event of abuse. Consequently,
each book prominently
features the Ministry’s
hotline numbers.
In addition to the
books being used by
the Childcare and
Protection Agency,
which is spearheading
the campaign, copies
have also been made
available to the Ministry
of Education.
Persaud said funding
for the project was
provided through the
United Nations Children’s
Fund. Her ministry
also noted that under
of the two texts shown below the ‘Every Child Safe’
campaign, a personal and
consistent check-in with
members of communities
across Guyana is carried
out for help to identify
perpetrators, and bring
relief to sufferers.
“These communities
become essential partners
of ours, so that wherever
child abuse rears its ugly
head, we will be able
to know because there
are people out there
as our eyes and ears.
Perpetrators will have
the eyes of an entire
community on them, so
no one can escape that kind of scrutiny,” Persaud noted.
The campaign fosters heightened vigilance on child abuse
in communities, with nationals now more aware of what to
look out for, and how they should report cases of child abuse
utilising the 914 hotline and other avenues available through
the Ministry.

to stagnation, inflation, joblessness, a life of exploitation, and
misery.
These evil leaders, knowingly and without moral
constraints, tend to be dictatorships or would-be dictatorships,
governments which are now on the rise worldwide.
These forces of evil have even started to show their face
in our own backyards in Canada, as the Federal election in
2021 demonstrated. Manifested in so-called People’s parties,
radicalised right wing groups and individuals have grown
bolder and more brazen by attempting to
attack our democratically-elected Prime
Minister at his home and on the road,
hospital workers, and others with acts of
violence.
They and others have endangered
the lives of many others by not getting
vaccinated against Covid-19. The
propaganda and lies that have spewed out from these groups
have put individuals in an “altered state of reality”, taking a
page out of the playbook of the former US president, leaving
that country divided and virtually on the verge of civil war!
Sadly, in Canada, some close relatives, friends,
acquaintances, neighbours, and others have swallowed the
so-called “alternate facts” whole-heartedly, and seem to be
on the road that the American leader Jimmy Jones took his
following to in Jonestown, Guyana, back in the 1970s.
Dictators and would-be dictators, drunk with power,
are also invading and trying to take over other countries,
killing democracies and would-be democracies, torturing,
imprisoning and executing dissidents, Russia and China being
prime examples of flexing and showing their power.
At the same time, the former corrupt president of the US,
drunk with his own power, is making every effort to overturn
democracy in that country with sedition and treason. He is yet
to be called to account!

A ‘Fifth Column’ of evil is the abuse of the new science of
the technology of the Internet. In the hands of evil leaders,
dictators, big business, and media like Facebook and Fox,
they take minds, young and old, using propaganda and lies,
infiltrating and brain washing others to the point of putting
them in an “altered reality”.
This did not happen in a vacuum. The “triggers” were there
in a population, receptive to prejudice and racism, imbedded
with intolerance to minorities and immigration, receptive to
religious radicalisation; human proclivities which raise their
heads in every generation.
This is evidenced in the US and other places, susceptible
folks waiting for the right leaders to surface to fan the flames,
Adolf Hitler and Donald Trump being two prime examples.
The battles of good against evil are constant. When we
think we have made some progress, evil leaders surface, and
the same or similar battles have to be fought all over again.
As we examine the world today, the blame for our misery
and disasters can be placed squarely on man himself rather
than “nature” or other sources. People call a disaster like war
an “act of God”. On closer examination it is an act of man. We
are our own worst enemy. It makes life a constant challenge. As
they say, “No rest for the wicked”.
Let me end on this note. The nature of nature is to heal
itself. One can see that on the trees in our yards. Any threat of
dying and the plant puts out a sucker to keep the species alive.
Our bodies try to keep us alive, right up to our last breath.
Why does the evil of man still get the last word? Have no
lessons been learned from the past? An existential question
that has never been answered.
Sadly, 2022 has started with a very dark shadow thrown
across land and seas, individuals and countries. Sadly, I must
end this article with the message that “the creeks seem to have
risen” for me and for you. I wish it was otherwise.
Walk good in the New Year and beyond.

Sadly, the creeks appear to be rising for us in 2022

A

s we enter this New Year, we hope and pray that 2021
will not be repeated. The past year shows the forces of
evil combining and seemingly conspiring to make us
live out our lives in increasing misery. Who or what may these
forces of evil be?
The hand of man is evident everywhere: in our state of
misery, and in nature. It is in man-made climate change and
its disastrous effects on the planet. The hand of man is also
evident in the origins of deadly viruses like Covid-19. The
scientists are predicting that despite their
best efforts, Covid-19 will remain with us
into the future like the ’flu has done, with
Bernard
ebbs and flows, but more deadly.
Heydorn
What part has man played in this
disastrous scene? Starting with Covid-19,
the origins point to “scientific experiments”
– for what purpose? Who knows? Perhaps
“germ warfare”, a tool in the armoury of some of the major
powers. The results could be the end of human and animal life
in a short while on our planet.
The hand of man is shown in climate changes, which have
had deadly consequences: in weather patterns, hurricanes,
tornadoes, melting of the ice cap, temperature changes,
flooding and wiping out of land, crops, homes, forests, plant
and animal life, food and living supplies, the forests, the
air that we breathe, pollution, fires, deadly lung, and other
diseases; the list is endless...
Although these facts are well known, world leaders like the
man who sat in the White House as the former US President,
has denied these obvious facts and common sense, believing
instead in the “economics” of profit, political objectives, and
personal gain. He is not the only world leader in this regard,
including Vladimir Putin in Russia and Xi Jinping, the leader
of China. All the above exist along the axis of evil. They have
profiteered from this mantra, leading masses around the world
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‘Irresponsible few’ caused fire - Young

Homes on Quarry Street, PoS, on fire on the night of January 1

Sky lantern fire destroys PoS homes
Port-of-Spain – Fire destroyed and damaged four homes, totaled two cars, and knocked
out power along Quarry Street, Port-of-Spain
minutes into the new year, the conflagration
likely sparked by an errant Chinese lantern,
officials said earlier this week.
The disaster left 25 nationals homeless, and
caused injury to a woman who was fleeing a
burning house.
According to reports out of Port-of-Spain,
eyewitnesses claimed a sky lantern may have
landed on the roof of a house to trigger the
conflagration. It raged for over two hours into
New Year’s morning.
A sky lantern is a small hot-air balloon
made of paper, with an opening at the bottom
where a small fire is suspended. It has become
popular in recent years as a slow, airborne firework spectacle.
As the reports indicate, police and fire
officials received notification minutes after
midnight on January 1 that the Quarry Street
houses were on fire. The fire was contained and
stopped from spreading over two hours later.
Following the containment, on the morning
of January 1 distraught residents returned to
pick through the smouldering ruins for salvageable items. One resident, Nicole Bennett,
discovered her home to be totally destroyed.
There was nothing salvageable in the ruins, she
told the Trinidad Express.
Said Bennett: “There are eight persons in
my house, including myself and my five children. So, this is hitting us very hard.”
Bennett said due to urgently exiting her
burning home, there was no time to secure personal belongings given the fire’s rapid spread.
She suffered minor burns in an attempt to
retrieve personal items, and had to abandon
the effort due to intense heat.
Bennett recalled the moments as fire started
taking root, saying: “I remember I was inside,
and when the clock struck midnight, I heard
everyone shouting, ‘Happy New Year!’ I walked

outside with a bag of fireworks for the family to
light up. We lit one firework. One. As soon as it
went in the air and exploded, I heard someone
screaming. I turned around and saw [Patsy, a
neighbour] running and screaming [that she
was seeing smoke].”
She added, “I turned around and the entire
back of my house was engulfed in flames. I ran
to the back to see how bad it was; all the bedrooms were on fire. The children’s were rooms
were gone. My room was engulfed. I tried to
run inside and see what I could save, but the
heat was too much, and I had to get out. I even
got some burns because of it. But everything is
gone. All I had is gone.”
Bennett’s neighbour, Patsy, claimed she saw
what appeared to be a sky lantern land on a
roof moments before the fire broke out.
“I was outside recording the fireworks, when
I saw a red object just floating in the sky. The
same time my nephew saw it and said it was a
lantern and if it land bad, he joked that it could
burn someone house down. So, I kept my eye
on it,” she said.
Patsy added, “I saw it land on a house, but
nothing happened. I looked away for five seconds because another firework got my attention and when I turned back, all I saw was
smoke. So, I start to shout, ‘Fire!’ No one was
hearing me because the fireworks were still
going off. I run down the steps and try to alert
everyone, and try to help out, but it spread too
fast. Within minutes, houses were on fire, and
there wasn’t anything we could have done.”
Bennett said the authorities must now regulate sky lanterns, if not ban its use altogether.
“Lanterns cannot be played with like this.
Because when it goes up, you don’t know where
it will land, or how far it will go. It is all up to
the breeze taking it; and wherever it end up is
in danger. For me, eight people are now homeless because of someone’s recklessness. Eight
[of us are now homeless]. And it is over 20 of
us affected,” Bennett said.

Fire victim Nicole Bennett walks past the ruins of her house
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Port-of-Spain – The Quarry Street fire on the fire and electricity departments, for the
New Year’s night was caused by an “irrespon- prompt response to the disaster.
sible few”, Member of Parliament for the area
Earlier last week, the Trinidad & Tobago
Stuart Young has said. The location impacted Electricity Commission warned nationals to
be cautious while using fire lanby the fire is within his constituterns and fireworks to ring in
ency of Port of Spain North/St
the New Year.
Ann’s West.
Young said he was upset and
“Fireworks and fire lanterns
saddened over the incident,
(also known as sky lanterns)
while noting how it “highlights
may be lovely to look at, but
they pose a danger to electrichow the irresponsible actions of
ity infrastructure, property and
a few can, in a split second, neganimals. If not handled properly,
atively affect the lives of many
innocents”.
they can also cause burns and
He made the statement folother physical injuries,” T&TEC
noted in its year-end message.
lowing a visit to the affected
It added, “Before using firecommunity on New Year’s day.
Stuart Young
“Having visited the site and spoken to some works or fire lanterns, we encourage persons
of the fire victims this morning, as well as other to consider the elderly and sick, other persons
members of the community, I was upset and who may be sensitive to sudden, loud noises,
saddened to learn that it seems like the source and pets”.
The Quarry Street fire took out electricity
of this fire that has caused over 20 people to
now be homeless was started by a type of fire- infrastructure in the area, causing outages that
work landing on one of the houses,” he said.
rippled into other areas in Port-of-Spain on
Young thanked government officials, and New Year’s day.

Lynette Maharaj passes at 73 in UK

Port-of-Spain – The late Lynette Indrani
Maharaj, Senior Counsel, was described by
husband, Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj, as a
woman of “strength and grit”, while at the same
time displaying compassion and love.
Maharaj also described her
as “firm and fearless as a lawyer”, even while she remained
respectful to her formidable
opponents and the court.
Beyond the requirements of
her profession, Maharaj said
Lynette was a devoted wife,
mother, grandmother, and
someone who believed her destiny after death depended on
how she lived her life.
Said Maharaj: “I am proud
Lynette
of her as my wife, our children
are proud of her as their mother, and our
grandchildren are proud of her as their grandmother.”
Maharaj’s memorialising of his late wife
was delivered in his eulogy at a funeral service
that took place at Mortlake Crematorium in
London, England, last week. Lynette died at
an English hospital on December 20 of renal
failure.
The funeral service was attended by

Maharaj, their three children Kavita, Sushma,
and Ramesh Jr, and son-in-law, Carl. Covid-19
restrictions in the UK prevented the attendance of more mourners.
However, a memorial service in Lynette’s
honour will take place in
Trinidad and Tobago on July
3, the day she would have celebrated her 74th birthday.
Maharaj said his wife’s passing was “the hardest thing my
family has ever had to deal with”.
He added he was confident she
was at peace and looking down
from heaven with admiration
over love and support the family
received after her death.
Such a response revealed his
Maharaj
wife had achieved her goal in
life: the sharing of love and the touching of
multiple lives for the better, Maharaj stated.
The couple were married for over 40 years.
Lynette was an attorney for 50 years. While
her career as a senior counsel required countless hours of work, she always made it mandatory to devote some of that time to her family,
Maharaj said.
“Her family meant everything to her. She
devoted her life to our happiness,” he noted.

Port-of-Spain – Low gas production combined with major declines in prices and a
changing energy environment will continue to
be a major challenge for Trinidad and Tobago’s
recovery in the energy sector, former Minister
of Trade and Industry, and former Minister
in the Ministry of Finance,
Mariano Browne, warned last
week.
Browne said the national
economy has been in depression
for roughly six years, primarily due to misfortunes in the
energy sector. He cited global
pricing volatility and national
production shortfalls among the
misfortunes.
He also noted there remains
a long road ahead for Trinidad
Mariano
and Tobago in the energy sector.
“We know that climate change is an issue.
We know that gas is a cleaner burning fuel, but
what we’re also seeing is that renewables also
have been growing substantially. So, there are
some threats on the horizon to market share,”
he said.
Browne also noted, “We’re seeing the volatility of the gas price coming down to the end of
[2021]. …[You] can’t just hang your hat on the

energy sector for recovery.”
He said that while there were areas in the
non-energy export sector that have done well,
this was not enough.
“[That is] where a lot more focus has to be
geared, going forward,” he declared.
He also commented on the
Covid-19 pandemic, saying it
has not helped matters.
Said Browne: “We’ve also had
the supply imbalances that have
come as a result of Covid-19. If
people aren’t going to work, production levels in different factories in different areas around the
world will have dropped off, and
we’ve seen it.”
Additionally, “That’s one of
the reasons why inflation has
Browne
come to the fore, partly because of changing
demand conditions as a result of Covid-19, as
well as the fact that there have been what we
can consider to be bottlenecks in supply, which
have caused prices to rise.”
He also warned the current period remained
a difficult one. Noting there would be economic growth, the year ahead will be challenging,
with Covid-19 and its management being a
critical factor, he said.

Major economic challenges ahead for T&T
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Persad-Bissessar to T&T: ‘Never lose hope’
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago “must
never lose hope”, and must move forward
“united” into 2022, Opposition Leader Kamla
Persad-Bissessar said earlier this week in her
New Year’s message.
Persad-Bissessar also addressed the fatalities
caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, saying, “We
remember those who have lost loved ones in
this terrible pandemic that continues to plague
our nation… I offer my sincere condolences
to all who have lost those close to their hearts
this year.”
She added, “From the effects of the pandemic to a worsening economy, to rising crime
and food prices, our nation is enduring the

worst of times.”
Despite the turbulence, Persad-Bissessar
focused on the positive, saying, “Yet, there
is still much to be grateful for. It is during
moments of great difficulty that we are able
to see the things in life which truly matter:
our family, our friends, and the simple things
which bring us joy.”
She also noted, “A new year provides us with
the opportunity to start fresh, with renewed
vigour and optimism. As we begin 2022, let
us face the many challenges that confront us
with a renewed sense of purpose and an open
mind.”
She also emphasised that Trinidad and

Tobago must maintain its faith.
“Now is the time to believe in new possibilities, and to strive in making them a reality.
Though we are indeed in dark and difficult
times, the dawn of a new day is not far now,”
she said.
Persad-Bissessar also noted, “Now more
than ever, we must not lose hope or faith that
we each possess the ability to change, in our
small way, our beautiful nation of Trinidad and
Tobago for the better. I have the hope that by
continuing to work together as a united people,
we can make 2022 a year of safety, peace and
prosperity, and usher in the change our nation
needs.”

Port-of-Spain – Nationals were called upon
earlier this week to exercise personal responsibility and care for others by getting vaccinated
against Covid-19, the message coming from
Trinidad and Tobago’s President Paula-Mae
Weekes in her new year address.
Invoking the nation’s dialect in her message,
Weekes said, “Yuh big and yuh have sense”, the
statement calling on mature adults to respond
with responsibility and accountability to the
Covid-19 crisis.
In her message, Weekes commended responsible nationals who have remained steadfast
in adhering to the public health regulations
against Covid-19. However, she also cited the
less responsible nationals, saying, “And then,

we had those that didn’t give a damn about
others, and apparently even about themselves,
courting infection by disregarding the regulations, cramming stores for the sake of a bargain, wearing masks like necklaces, and even
going to the extent of utilising fake vaccination
cards. It goes without saying which attitudes
need to be left behind and which go forward.”
She added, “[We] would do well to pay close
attention to the warning to be found in the
Covid-19 death count, especially over the last
few months. Consonant with the international
experience, the data provided by our epidemiologists prove beyond dispute that approximately 90 percent of casualties are unvaccinated. It is a fact we ignore, to our peril.”

Port-of-Spain – The persisting Covid-19 is used to produce, but also other consumables
pandemic and its concomitant uncertainty that are used daily.”
Said Arjoon: “Supply-chain problems will
mean Trinidad and Tobago’s economy is in
for further turbulence in 2022, economist Dr possibly prolong at least until the latter part of
2022, despite some increases in factory producVaalmikki Arjoon said earlier this week.
Arjoon’s views came following the Central tion from Asia. Going forward, local manuBank issuing its final Monetary Policy facturers, especially food processors, should
Announcement for 2021 on December 31. consider using hedging strategies to lock in
According to Bank’s announcement, there specific prices from suppliers of raw materiwould be further increases in food and core als, such as agricultural commodities used
in the food processing industry, and so on,
inflation, the daily Newsday reported.
According to the Bank’s report, “Food infla- thereby protecting themselves from having to
tion surged to 7.6 percent from 5.8 percent in pay higher prices in future if there are further
September, and is likely to rise further given price increases on the global market.”
At the close of 2021,
the situation in the
major flour suppliglobal grain markets.”
ers, National Flour
It also pointed
Mills and Nutrimix,
out that headline
announced
price
inflation in October
increases, effective
moved to 3.9 percent
early January 2022,
year-on-year when
ranging upwards from
compared to 2.4 per10-22 percent. The
cent in September.
trickle-down effect
Additionally,
core
saw later announceinflation,
which
ments by Kiss Baking
excluded food, douCompany and Linda’s
bled to 2.9 percent,
Bakery Ltd of upcomand the index of
ing increases in the
building material pricprices of their flour
es rose by 12.6 percent
products.
during the third quarArjoon
further
ter of 2021.
pointed out that price
Responding
to
increases will be furthe Bank’s message,
Vaalmikki Arjoon
ther compounded by
Arjoon noted that
the increase in wheat prices has started a shortages caused by delays at major internachain reaction that would further exacerbate tional ports, severe freight charges from China,
an already high cost of living in Trinidad and higher black-market foreign exchange fees for
importers who cannot access adequate curTobago.
Despite some food-processing importers rency from authorised dealers, higher energy
and distributors sourcing suppliers in closer prices, and customs overtime and port rental
proximity, for instance from Latin America, charges.
He said the move by the US Federal Reserve
Arjoon explained the supply-chain problems
persisted due to global demand-and-supply to halt liquidity injections through bond purchases, which would likely increase interparameters.
He said, “Everyone, including business own- est rates next year, could also be harmful to
ers and their households, will be faced with this Trinidad and Tobago.
He added, “This will mean that investments
increased cost of living due to increased flour
prices – they will again transfer this higher in the US will provide a higher return, and
cost onto consumers, which will inflate prices encourage some capital flight… where several
even more – not just for items for which flour entities will invest in US securities and assets

to benefit from these higher returns. Although
the Central Bank is maintaining the repo rate
at 3.5 percent, future rate hikes in the US
may at some point cause the Central Bank to
increase our repo rate to prevent some of this
capital flight; but this could also push up interest on future loans from commercial banks,
making it costlier to borrow.”

Emphasising the point in her message,
Weekes said: “[Even] we laymen have noticed
that the numbers of the infected rise significantly shortly after indiscriminate gatherings
in large numbers. Our personal actions and
behaviours are inextricably linked to the future
of our nation.”
Additionally, “The writing is on the wall:
‘Yuh big and yuh have sense’.”
She also noted what was described as “two
sides of the same coin,” where “[incredible] acts
of selflessness were, and are still being demonstrated by our frontline healthcare workers”.
In these acts were “gruelling shifts, psychological trauma and vulnerability to contracting
the disease were par for the course, and yet
they soldiered on for the good of us all”, she
declared.
Many good Samaritans also emerged apart
from healthcare workers, she said.
Among them were “the Bilda Boyz, who
thoughtfully provided chairs and tents for
weary vaccination- seekers; businessmen who
offered their premises free of charge to be used
as vaccination sites; and the many persons
who provided hampers for the needy”, Weekes
noted.

Port-of-Spain – The government is not
serious about food security even as prices
increase, head of the Root and Tuber Producers
Association of Trinidad and Tobago, Ramdeo
Boondoo, said earlier this week.
Boondoo’s comments were made following a price increase for flour. He claimed that
Trinidad and Tobago has the resources to produce alternatives to wheat-based flour, and to
encourage market competition.
According to Boondoo, cassava, yam, sweet
potato, and bananas are crops that could produce healthy and gluten-free flour substitutes.
The initiative required support from the government for funding and the necessary approvals, he said. Also, the RTPATT would welcome
assistance from the private sector.
Said Boondoo: “The land is available, and
the farmers are available. We just need to all
come together to make it work. Of course,
we know it would not happen overnight, but
it has to start from somewhere in order for it
to develop. It can be a viable and sustainable
venture.”
Last week the National Flour Mills indicated
that starting January 3, the wholesale price of
flour would increase between 15 and 22 percent. It recommended a 19 percent increase in
the retail price of flour.
According to NFM’s CEO Ian Mitchell, the
company could no longer maintain the shocks
of soaring international wheat and shipping
costs. He added that since 2008, the NFM had
not made any price adjustments.
Said Mitchell: “This was by no means an
easy decision, as we did everything within our
control to try to hold our prices; but with the
staggering increases in raw material and shipping costs, we were left with no choice but to
make the adjustment. We are acutely aware

of the knock-on effect that an increase in the
price of flour could have in the market, but
we cannot sell a product for less than it costs
to produce.”
NFM’s announcement was followed
by another supplier Nutrimix indicating it
would raise flour prices. The ripple saw later
announcements by Kiss Baking Company and
Linda’s Bakery Ltd that the price of bread, and
other flour products, would be increasing this
year.
Boondoo said in 2016 the association
approached Minister of Agriculture, Land and
Fisheries Clarence Rambharat on flour substitutes, and also sent a proposal to the Prime
Minister, but none of it was taken seriously.
“We had proposed that the farmers supply
the cassava and they (ministry or private sector) do the processing. We had a good plan
in place, because cassava is not difficult to
grow. We engaged farmers all over the country. This type of investment can also generate
foreign exchange, because there are markets
in Canada, the US, and the Caribbean region,”
he said.
He added that the association has also
invested in 11 varieties of cassava from Costa
Rica for processing, including flour.
“If we displace wheat by 40 percent, that
would be a great impact on the pricing structure. It also gives people choices and opens the
market for fair competition,” Boondoo said.
He said over the years the association’s fight
for this initiative has been slowly dying, as
noted in the decrease of its membership from
over 500 to 100.
The remaining members were still trying to
get the government to buy into the idea since
Covid-19 had heightened the need for countries to achieve food security, he said.

Paula-Mae Weekes

Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Weekes calls on nationals to care for others

Economist: More turbulence for T&T in 2022
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Streaming revolution levels playing field with new, pan-India movie content

C

ombined star power, stories with universal appeal
dubbed in different languages, and the rising power
of OTT releases helped pan-Indian content reach
viewers beyond their traditional audience base, be it movies
like Minnal Murali, Pushpa, Joji, The Great Indian Kitchen,
or shows like The Family Man 2, and Aranyak. While the
pan-India collaboration never went away, they weren’t really
mounted on a massive scale, and were often simply just about
remakes, the streaming revolution has leveled the playing field
for all kinds of content.
A day before the release of his multilingual film Pushpa on
December 16, Telugu star Allu Arjun said there was a clear
division between the north cinema and south cinema in the
2000s, which has now started blurring.
“In the last decade, we slowly saw the gaps bridging. Today,
we see everyone is familiar with each other. In the near future,
the lines will be so blurred that you won’t come to know where
the films are coming from,” Arjun told reporters in Mumbai.
“I would like to make everything pan-India... Language is
no barrier to the cinema. I would say we should go for a multilanguage release, and see how far we can go as Indian cinema,”
he added.
Arjun may have hit on a winning idea as his film, released
on December 17 in theatres in Telugu, Tamil, Malayalam,
Kannada, and Hindi, has amassed Rs 275 crores gross in 11
days, and earned Rs 39.95 crore in the Hindi speaking market
alone.
Not just Pushpa, Fahadh Faasil’s Joji, a new retelling of
Macbeth, was loved beyond Kerala as one of the best films of
the year 2021. Faasil followed the success of Joji with another
critically-loved film in Malik. Both released on Amazon Prime
Video.
The Great Indian Kitchen, a story about how women in a
patriarchal society are tied to back-breaking work of cooking
and cleaning around the house, was a hit with critics for
its storytelling. The movie was initially rejected by major
streaming platforms and released on Neestream, but it is now
available on Amazon.
Most recently, Netflix went all out to promote the
Malayalam superhero movie Minnal Murali, which is
performing well on the platform.
South superstars Kamal Haasan, Akkineni Nagarjuna,
Prithviraj Sukumaran, and Kichcha Sudeep joined hands with

Allu Arjun
producer Reliance Entertainment to present the Tamil, Telugu,
Malayalam, and Kannada versions of 83, a sports drama based
on India’s historic victory in the 1983 Cricket World Cup.
Malayalam superstar Mohanlal, who has acted in Hindi
movies like Ram Gopal Varma’s Company, Tezz with Ajay
Devgn, said the cultural exchange is a blessing.
“It’s a great movement. People know each other, they can
bring films together. The subject should demand a pan-India
film. The financial equations should also be perfect. Now OTT
also offers that, where we have a pan-India web series with
actors from all languages,” Mohanlal told PTI.
Director S.S. Rajamouli, the man who is said to have
altered the definition of a pan-India film with the success of
Baahubali, said, “A pan Indian film does not mean that actors
from different languages come together. That’s all part of it. A
pan-Indian film means a story and emotion that connects to
everyone irrespective of the language.”
Kamal Gianchandani, CEO PVR Pictures and president of
Multiplex Association of India, said pan-Indian cinema augurs
well for the cinema exhibition business in a diverse country
like India.
“If you have one Baahubali every year I don’t think this

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

business will have to look back ever,” Gianchandani explained.
South star Dhanush, who returned to Hindi cinema after
Raanjhaana and Shamitabh with Atrangi Re, believes his
superstar father-in-law Rajinikanth is the pioneer in this
direction.
“Initially, it was a phenomenon called Rajinikanth, the
phenomenon became national, international. He has fans in
Japan, like major fans there, he also has fans in Canada, the
US, and everywhere. And after that, Baahubali happened.
They all set the trend. It made us believe that it is us who are
restricting ourselves. It is a much bigger circle, we need to push
ourselves,” Dhanush told PTI.
After the success of Amazon’s The Family Man Season Two,
Samantha Ruth Prabhu told PTI the quality of Hindi content
being offered to her has improved “very much”.
Parambrata Chatterjee credited streaming platforms for
introducing fans who know him only through Sujoy Ghoshdirected Kahaani, or his other Hindi projects to his work in
Bengali cinema.
“Because of the OTT revolution, people are now aware of
the Bengali work that I’ve done,” the actor, who was last seen
in the Netflix series Aranyak, told PTI.
In the old days, it was all about remakes barring some
notable cross-overs of talent, be it Dilip Kumar’s 1967 hit Ram
Aur Shyam, or Jeetendra’s Himmatwala.
Also, it was the South that nurtured the late Sridevi before
she went on to rule Bollywood for over five decades.
Kamal Haasan is another pan-India star who has worked in
Tamil, Telugu, Hindi, Malayalam, Kannada, and Bengali films.
In the 1980s, veteran actor Jeetendra was frequently paired
with Jaya Prada or Sridevi for remakes of Telugu films by T. Rama
Rao, K. Bapayya, K. Raghavendra Rao, and Dasari Narayana Rao.
The stage is set for 2022 as well with pan-India collaborations
as Nagraj Manjule’s Bheed with Amitabh Bachchan; sci-fi
film tentatively titled Project K, starring Prabhas and Deepika
Padukone; and K.G.F: Chapter 2, starring Yash, Sanjay Dutt and
Raveena Tandon.
Also upcoming next year are Mani Ratnam’s epic historical
drama Ponniyin Selvan: I, with Aishwarya Rai Bachchan and
Vikram, Saif Ali Khan, and Prabhas-led Adipurush, Karan
Johar’s Liger, with Telugu star Vijay Deverakonda. Along with
these titles is Brahmastra, featuring Ranbir Kapoor, Alia Bhatt,
Bachchan, and Nagarjuna Akkineni, also due in 2022.

Brampton Crematorium & Visitation Centre

289-372-3300

905-458-2222

www.acvc.info
384 Finley Avenue, Ajax, ON L1S 2E3

www.bcvc.info
30 Bramwin Court, Brampton, ON L6T 5G2

State of the art facilities

Ample parking

As the experts in funerals we can offer many options that fit your traditions, wishes and budget
CALL US TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY PLANNING AHEAD

Compassion Care Convenience
-

-

Lock in funeral costs and protect against inflation and price increases
Make decisions now and protect your family from the emotional burdens of planning a funeral
20

indocaribbeanworld.com | january 05, 2022

BOLLYWOOD MASALA MIX

The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Manoranjan: Bold, subversive, & whole lot of fun
Movie review: Manoranjan
by Filmi Geek
was just thinking that it had been a while since I watched
an instant favourite – one of those movies that I know on
first watch will be one I return to again and again, one that
I gush about in a breathless review.
Manoranjan, it turns out, is one of those movies. It is not
original; it is a very closely wrought remake of Irma La Douce,
that wonderful confection with Jack Lemmon and Shirley
MacLaine. But it is nevertheless funny, charming, and sweet
– not to mention bold and convention-smashing, and maybe
even a little subversive. And it is made with a sophisticated and
elevating attention to craft.
It is unfortunate that the studios of Bombay were for so
long (and to a lesser extent,
continue to be) in the habit of
shamelessly copying the films of
other nations without crediting
them. But taking that practice as
a given, Manoranjan is in every
way a worthy successor to Irma La
Douce.
One reason that Manoranjan
is so delightful is that Sanjeev
Kumar, with his goofy everyman
appeal, fits right into the mold
Jack Lemmon created for this
character. His performance is
packed with physical comedy. Like
Jack Lemmon, he perfects a bugeyed innocence, a manner both
physically speedy and mentally a
little slow on the uptake, displayed
in cute double-takes and confused
stammering.
If you already like Sanjeev
Kumar – and I very much do –
what he brings to Manoranjan
is adorable enough to carry the
movie all the way through.
The character Kumar plays,
Ratan, is hopelessly naive and splendidly good-hearted, a
green-behind-the-ears police inspector utterly over his head in
the world where he finds himself, which is one of prostitutes
and pimps, of shady dealings and matter-of-course bribes. He
quickly loses his bearings there, and his job.
But thus unmoored, he seems to have nowhere else to go,
and so he stays. He falls for Nisha (Zeenat Aman), one of the
women who work the hustling beat between the cafe run by
Dhoop Chhaon (Shammi Kapoor, chewing the scenery most
delightfully), and the Hotel Mauj across the street. He somewhat
accidentally beats up Nisha's pimp Balram (Dev Kumar),
and by the code of law that prevails over the civil law in such
communities, becomes Nisha's pimp himself.
Ratan is horrified by this new role, though it is also seductive
to his underdeveloped ego. More, he is overcome by a clueless
good-guy urge to save Nisha from her life of debauchery. With
some help from Dhoop Chhaon, Ratan adopts the persona of an
elderly Nawab who has the means to pay Nisha for weekly visits,
well enough that she no longer needs to provide her services to
other men.
Here is where a little mental compromise is required to
enjoy Manoranjan; you do have to buy into its imaginary world
of cheerful prostitutes and relatively gentle pimps who behave
more like a group of harmless adolescent layabouts than an
organised crime syndicate.
Balram is a brute, but he also loves Nisha, and the other
pimps, like the goofy Tingoo (Paintal), are chummy and
comical. The avuncular Dhoop Chhaon, serving up snacks
and drinks at his bar, is the adult supervision that keeps the
group’s internecine conflicts under control, so that apart from
the dark cloud of Balram’s jealousy, there is nothing sinister in
the operation at all, just laughs and fun, and oh yeah, women
selling their bodies and giving the proceeds to men to drink
and gamble away.
It is a little uncomfortable for sure to accept this sanitised
version of the sex trade and trot along as the story unfolds
from the premise of it.
And yet there is enough sophistication even in the
Disneyfied atmosphere of Dhoop Chhaon’s bar to hint at less
sparkly truths that lie beneath the jaunty surface. Irma La
Douce had this too, and Manoranjan preserves it faithfully,
without losing the comedy’s critical edge.
When ‘Sheru’ (as Nisha incongruously nicknames Ratan)
offers to marry Nisha, and support her so she no longer needs
to have sex for money, Nisha retorts sharply that there is no
honour in being supported by a man, that her pride requires
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that she work and give him a comfortable life. What good
is a woman who cannot provide for her man, she asks, in a
funny and subversive twist on the societal norm that hangs
masculine self-worth on the ability to financially support his
wife.
In Nisha’s world, gender norms are skewed, but perhaps
the asburdity of Nisha’s notion reflects absurdity of the
corresponding notion in our world.
There is an undercurrent of sadness, too, in Zeenat’s
performance of Nisha, that also casts shadows on the shiny
happy veneer of Manoranjan’s jovial family of pimps and
prostitutes.
This, too, is borrowed from the original, from the genius
of Shirley MacLaine in keeping her eyes sad while her lips are
smiling, keeping wryness in her
voice even when her words are
relentlessly cheerful.
I will not claim that Zeenat’s
work rises to quite that level, but
it is credit to Shammi Kapoor’s
direction that this nuance is, to
a certain degree, detectable in
Manoranjan.
Nisha has never been treated
truly generously by a man, and
to her surprise, Ratan’s tender
deference to her reaches a part
of her that had of necessity been
closed off by the life she was
born into and lived.
This is touchingly conveyed in
one of the film’s wonderful songs,
later in the movie, Chori chori
solah singar karungi, where Nisha
enjoys a midnight shower while
singing of the first true happiness
she has enjoyed in the entire
movie, notwithstanding lots of
smiles and laughter.
The subversion continues
as Manoranjan hews faithfully
to Irma La Douce’s story to the end. Early on, Manoranjan
maintains plausible deniability about whether sex happens
between Nisha and Ratan, and at first when Ratan comes to
her as the Nawab, he is careful to keep their meetings chaste.
Eventually, though, it is irrefutably clear that Ratan (as Nawab)
succumbs to Nisha’s seduction.
It is noteworthy that Nisha is the sexual aggressor
throughout her relationship with Ratan, sometimes
successfully and sometimes not. (Even when Ratan tries to
take on the aggressor’s role, in a moment of anger, he cannot
bring himself to go through with it.)
True, Nisha is a prostitute; perhaps a Hindi film of the
1970s could not have given a woman sexual autonomy without
first relegating her to a demeaned, outsider category. Still,
while Nisha lives a life normally assigned to vamps played by
Helen and Aruna Irani and Bindu, she remains the heroine,
sympathetic, the one true love of the seedha-saadha bholabhala hero.
There is so much more that I love about Manoranjan. It
features a sparkling R.D. Burman soundtrack; the songs and
their picturisations both are tons of fun.
From a jaunt early in the movie where Nisha’s sorority of
prostitutes bats poor Ratan around for sport, to the brilliantly
conceived dream sequence of Aaya hoon main tujhko le
jaaunga, each song is fun and playful, and even enhances the
story.
In Aaya hoon main, Ratan dreams himself in competition
with the Nawab, rendering in dazzling colour and hilariously
elaborate sets the conundrum he has created for himself with
his ruse.
There is quick verbal humor too, some borrowed from Irma
La Douce, and some fresh and lending a more organic touch.
Like his original counterpart, Moustache, Dhoop Chhaon
claims in a set of running jokes to have had a vast array of
prior careers, from sitting on the Supreme Court in Lahore,
to being a union organiser, to being a commodities trader,
and every time he mentions one of these in conversation, he
follows with, Magar yeh kissa, phir kabhi (But that is a story for
another time).
When Ratan adopts the disguise of the Nawab, Dhoop
Chhaon cringes at his awful Urdu – an in-joke multiplied
by the excellent, studied diction for which Sanjeev Kumar is
famous.
Ultimately, Manoranjan satisfies on every level – true to
its title, it is charming, naughty, bold, a little bit thoughtprovoking, and a whole lot of fun.

Shubhra Gupta

S. Theodore Baskaran

Indian cinema surges
with global streaming
By David Asta Alares
hink of the Indian cinema and the first image that
comes to mind is a boisterous and colourful mix of
songs, dance, and love stories.
But the paradigm maybe shifting for Bollywood, the
lucrative Indian film industry, which has a wide variety of
languages and cultures to make its content choices.
On the International Indian Cinema Day, both critics and
industry insiders agreed that the diversity of local films is
getting increasingly noticed on global streaming platforms.
The outgoing year was marked by stories about
discrimination against the Dalits, people at the lowest stratum
castes in India, formerly called “untouchables”.
“Things have changed exponentially because of Netflix
and Amazon Prime... streaming just sort of
exploded over the last three, four years,”
Roopa Swaminathan, an award-winning
writer and film-maker, told EFE.
Access to loads of content produced in
India is just a click away for global viewers
as viewership grew exponentially during
lockdowns after movie theaters closed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Some streaming platforms have specially focused on
India, where 1,986 domestically produced feature films were
approved by the Censor Board in 2017, the latest data available
showed.
“Streaming platforms don’t put up with any nonsense,
because otherwise you know, in Indian cinema, you can get
away with certain formulae. People in the West probably
thought they were ridiculous, but for us, we have grown up
with that,” Swaminathan said.
Film critic Shubhra Gupta summarised the formulae:
“Nearly childish romances” of young lovers, but who cannot be
shown making love on screen.
It is not as if the streaming platforms have resurrected
Indian cinema, where the cinematographic tradition is over a
century old, and hundreds of films are produced every year in
multiple languages like Tamil, Telugu, Bengali, and Punjabi.
Gupta told EFE that Indian cinema operates in different
spheres. On one side there is popular cinema starring
superstars in each language, while movies with smaller budgets
are often big on ideas.
Bollywood, a word that juxtaposes Bombay (Mumbai’s old
name) with Hollywood, dominates the global imagination of
Indian cinema with blockbusters such as Dangal (2016), Secret
Superstar (2017), or the classic Disco Dancer (1982).
However, cine historian Sundararaj Theodore Baskaran,
who shuns the term Bollywood like many others, and prefers
to speak of films based on language, told EFE that Tamil
superstar Rajinikanth was also very popular in Japan.
He highlighted production of quality features in Tamil, such
as Jai Bhim (2021), which temporarily upstaged classics such
as The Shawshank Redemption, and The Godfather, as the bestrated film by users on film and TV review website IMDb.
It is a film based on repression against Dalits, situated on
the lowest rung of the Hindu caste system, who have found
little representation in the popular cinema in Hindi.
“Hindi cinema is not culture specific. That is, it is faceless.
It is not rooted in specific culture. Because of this reason it did
not handle specific socio-political issues,” Baskaran said.
He added that Jai Bhim was part of a Dalit cinema
movement that had gathered steam in the state of Tamil Nadu.
He mentioned movies like Pariyerum Perumal (2018),
which had won both critical acclaim and commercial success,
produced by young Dalit directors such as Gopi Nainar, who
directly tackled the caste issue in their films.
No matter what the style, ranging from vibrant saris of
Bollywood to the new-found realism of Tamil and Telugu
cinema, as well as classics made by renowned Bengali
filmmaker Satyajit Ray, Indian cinema is now within reach for
everyone, more than ever. (EFE)
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Off-spinner Mohammed tops 2021

Covid-19 No Play

W

est Indies women off-spinner Anisa Mohammed a bowler you have to keep improving as well, to stay on top of the
ended 2021 as the highest wicket-taker for the re- game, so there is always something to work on.”
gional side in One Day Internationals and plans to
Mohammed played a crucial role in the series wins against
do even better in 2022, the Caribbean Media Corporation re- Pakistan in the Caribbean in the summer and away in Novemported last month. Mohammed is 33-years-old, and a national ber. Her best bowling figures were 4-27 off 9.4 overs against the
of Trinidad and Tobago.
Pakistanis at the Coolidge Cricket Ground.
Last year her bowling statistics were 20
Also, it was the second best of the year
wickets in 12 matches at 18 runs per wicket,
for West Indies’ Hayley Matthews with 4-26
confirming her position among the best in
in Karachi.
the game.
The third best Sheneta Grimmond took
She entered 2022 at number 25 in the ICC
4-33 against the visiting South Africa at Sir
ODI bowling rankings.
Vivian Richards Stadium in September last
Said Mohammed: “It feels good to finish
year.
on top with the most wickets in ODIs. It has
Overall, Mohammed is the most successbeen a while since I’ve actually picked up so
ful bowler in West Indies history. Since her
many wickets, so it’s a really good feeling.
debut against Japan back in 2003, she has
I’m hoping that I’m able to continue in 2022.
taken 296 wickets at the international level,
From January to July, we did a lot of skills
171 in in 134 ODIs, and 125 in 117 T20Is.
work in the build-up to the matches, so I
Mohammed said she is eagerly looking
think that helped.”
forward to the ICC Women’s World Cup,
Also, “I think I’ve really had a good year
which will be played in New Zealand in
this year compared to the last five years. For
March and April.
2022, hopefully I can have an even better
“It is great we have qualified for the World
year than in 2021, and that would be icing
Cup and everyone in the team is working toon the cake.”
wards that tournament. It is a big occasion
Anisa Mohammed
Additionally, “The batters around the
in any sport, in anyone’s career to play in a
world are improving with more improvisation and shot-selec- World Cup, and we really want to put in a great performance for
tion… their skills are getting better, so it is more challenging. As the West Indies,” she said.

WI criticised for inconsistent fitness standards

W

est Indies selectors have again been criticised for a
lack of consistency in fitness standards for selection
to its squads, this time coming from former batting
coach Toby Radford, the Caribbean Media Corporation reported
last week. He left the West Indies setup in 2019 as part of an
overall coaching overhaul of the men’s senior side.
Radford also commented that a more equitable process is required in order for the best players to emerge.
He added that too often it appeared that fitness waivers were
being used conveniently to ensure the selection and non-selection of players.
“I don’t think there’s a consistency with the fitness testing, and
the way it is being used,” he said.
“It seems to me if they want to pick a player, they give a waiver
to a certain player. If they don’t want to pick a player, they suddenly give the excuse that the guy is not fit, and there’s no proof
when the test was done, or how it was done,” Radford said.
He added, “…I hear lots of different stories. I don’t think it’s

consistent …if they want to get a player in, suddenly they waive
the fitness test. If they don’t want a player in, they blame the fitness test, and use that as an excuse.”
Radford said he did not think there is “a hard and fast method
for selecting and non-selecting”, which was noted recently with
the World Cup.
“There were people... I’m sure [did not] pass a fitness test, and
I think we all know that. But then there were other people at
other times who were not picked, and they said they failed the
fitness test. It doesn’t look consistent to me,” he said.
He added transparent fitness standards would ultimately
eliminate the inconsistency currently characterising selection.
“I would like to see a really above-board, robust selection process. And if you’re going to use fitness, which is a massive part of
the game, you’ve got to be consistent with it,” he said.
Fitness was a source of debate ahead of lasat year’s Twenty20
World Cup in the UAE, when experienced players received fitness waivers while rookies failed to meet the standards.

No spectators for U-19 World Cup games in T&T

N

o spectators will be allowed for the Trinidad and Tobago leg of the ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup taking
place later this month, Chairman of the Local Organising Committee, Douglas Camacho, told the Trinidad Guardian
last week.
Camacho’s comments came in the wake of the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic in Trinidad and Tobago,
which continues to see daily numbers of
deaths and infections escalating in the
country.
Said Camacho: “At this stage, no spectators will be allowed. If between now and
when the tournament happens, we open
up and we’re hoping the next time an official update is given to the country by
[Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley], maybe
we will hear that team sport is allowed to
participate in a controlled environment
where we make [selected venues] safe
zones where they will be allowed in. If that
is the case, and if spectators are allowed as
a proportion of the crowd with the necesDouglas
sary social distancing, then we would have
[spectators]. Otherwise, at this stage, the reality is there will be
no spectators.”
Trinidad and Tobago’s restriction on spectators came weeks
after Cricket West Indies announced that there will be free entry
to watch all the Under-19 World Cup matches across the region.
As Tournament Director, Fawwaz Baksh, said in early December, “While there will be free entry, fans must get their tickets before match day and adhere to the relevant protocols”.
On December 29, International Cricket Council and CWI
officials were in Trinidad and Tobago to tour several of the approved venues to ensure requested were carried out. Among the
sites was the National Cricket Centre in Balmain, Couva.
Camacho said all the requirements were met, and “every-
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thing is a go”.
He also indicated that Trinidad and Tobago was ready to welcome the international teams despite the international spread of
the Covid-19 omicron variant.”
“All the visiting teams, and there were some question marks
at one time about the two African teams with the omicron, but
they have now been resolved – so all the
teams that are invited to participate here
for the Trinidad and Tobago leg will be
participating…,” he said.
The ICC Under-19 World Cup will
see 22 matches played in Trinidad and
Tobago. It includes ten group stage
matches and 12 plate matches. The tournament starts on January 14 when West
Indies Under-19s face Australia Under19s at Providence Stadium in Guyana.
The final match will be played on February 5 in Antigua.
Multiple venues across Trinidad and
Tobago will be used for the ten group
and 12 Plate matches. Training will take
Camacho
place at the Queen’s Park Oval, Brian
Lara Cricket Academy, Diego Martin Sporting Complex, National Cricket Centre, and the Sir Frank Worrell Ground at the
University of the West Indies, St Augustine.
A total of 16 teams will play 64 matches in the tournament,
with Antigua and Barbuda, Guyana, and St Kitts and Nevis also
hosting matches. A total of 16 warm-up matches will be played
between January 9-12 in St Kitts and Nevis, and Guyana.
•••
ICC Men’s U19 Cricket World Cup Groupings
Group A - Bangladesh, England, Canada, United Arab Emirates; Group B - India, Ireland, South Africa, Uganda; Group
C - Afghanistan, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Zimbabwe;
Group D - Australia, Scotland, Sri Lanka, West Indies.

Sourav Ganguly
oard of Control for Cricket in India’s President Sourav
Ganguly was reported stable after testing positive for
Covid-19 late last month. According to an ESPNcricinfo
report, Ganguly was admitted to Kolkata’s Woodlands Hospital
with a mild fever, where he later tested positive for Covid-19.
Woodlands’ MD & CEO Dr Rupali Basu later told the media
Ganguly received monoclonal antibody cocktail therapy on the
night of admission.
There was no cause for alarm, family sources said later. Ganguly received advice from medical experts to avoid isolating at
home, and was instead admitted to the hospital due to pre-existing health conditions. He is 49 years old, and is fully vaccinated.
Ganguly was hospitalised twice in January last year after
complaining of “chest discomfort”. He was initially admitted
to Woodlands Hospital for what was described by doctors as
a heart attack. He underwent angioplasty, and was believed to
have recovered.
However, later that month, he underwent another angioplasty procedure at the Apollo Gleneagles Hospital, where doctors
confirmed the insertion of two stents.
•••
ricket Scotland made the decision to withdraw from the
series against Ireland women in Spain due to ongoing
Covid-19 fallout, Cricbuzz reported late last week.
Scotland women and Ireland women were set to square off
in Spain for a series late last month, but it was called off after
Cricket Scotland withdrew due to continuing and growing high
levels Covid-19 cases in Scotland.
“It was with great regret that we had to inform our players
and support staff that Scotland has withdrawn from the tour on
the eve of departure. Despite significant work and planning by
all parties to mitigate risks in regard to Covid-19, it is regrettable that we are where we are. We are all disappointed for our
squad, as we know how hard they have been preparing for this
series,” said Richard Holdsworth, High Performance Director
for Cricket Ireland.
He added, “The tour was important to start building the players’ loads as preparation for next year’s World Cup Qualifier,
particularly given the lack of international playing time for the
squad this year. We shall take stock of the situation, and look to
re-engineer our plans as soon as possible.”
•••
fresh Covid-19 outbreak within the managed environment totaled the three-match ODI series between the
US and Ireland last month, ESPNcricinfo reported.
The cancellation of the ODI series is expected to deal a significant financial blow to USA Cricket. As Cricbuzz reported, the
hosts invested significant sums in the effort, initially budgeting
out close to (US) $350,000, which was outside the ICC’s Future
Tours Program.
As a strategic initiative, the cash-strapped board exhausted
some of its budget for 2022 to turn the series into a reality. According to USA Cricket insiders, the series was seen as a perfect
foil to have a “full member” nation tour the US, while Ireland
saw it as an invaluable opportunity to acclimatise themselves
with some cricket before heading to the West Indies. As Cricbuzz
reported, US expenditures soared close to (US) $500,000.
•••
own time due to Covid-19 lockdowns and mobility restrictions led to the Laws of Cricket being translated in
Hindi, Cricbuzz reported last week.
In what turned into a constructive and fulfilling project, former First Class Umpire Rajiv Risodkar spent his lockdown time
finishing a translation of the Laws of Cricket into Hindi. His effort has since been recognised by the Marylebone Cricket Club,
and will be officially available on its website.
Risodkar is now an umpire educator. He said he began translating the law book to make it available to a large number of the
game’s enthusiasts in north India to better understand the laws
of cricket.
“A lot of people, especially in north India, only have a working knowledge of English. Being an umpire educator, I realised
that their concepts are not always clear. So, I wrote the book in
Hindi to ensure that their understanding of the laws is strong,”
Risodkar said.
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SA’s Quinton de Kock retires from Test format

Q

uinton de Kock announced his sudden retirement
from Test cricket with immediate effect last week, saying he wanted “to spend more time with his growing
family”, ESPNcricinfo has reported.
He was due to miss the second and third Tests against India
while on paternity leave, but instead decided to step away from
the Test format entirely.
However, he indicated availability to play white-ball cricket
for South Africa.
“This is not a decision
that I have come to very
easily,” de Kock said via a
statement issued by Cricket South Africa.
“I have taken a lot of
time to think about what
my future looks like, and
what needs to take priority in my life now that
Sasha and I are about to
welcome our first child
into this world, and look
to grow our family beyond
that. My family is everything to me, and I want to
have the time and space
to be able to be with them
during this new and exciting chapter of our lives,”
he said.
Additionally, “I love
Test cricket, and I love
representing my country,
and all that it comes with.
I’ve enjoyed the ups and
the downs, the celebraQuinton
tions, and even the disappointments, but now I’ve found something that I love even
more.”
He indicated his decision was also based on doing “right by
the people that mean the most to me”.
De Kock also took the opportunity to “thank everyone who
has been a part of my Test cricket journey from the very beginning”. He cited his coaches, teammates, various management
teams, and family and friends, saying: “I couldn’t have shown up
as I did without your support”.
It was also not the end of his cricket career with South Africa,
he said.

“I’m fully committed to white ball cricket, and representing
my country to the best of my ability for the foreseeable future,”
he said.
He began 2021 as South Africa’s temporary Test captain and
ended it by retiring from the format. He led South Africa in four
Tests, against Sri Lanka and Pakistan, with a 50 percent win record.
With the restrictions with Covid-19, de Kock expressed concerns over the restrictions
of bubble life. As a result,
he was rested from South
Africa’s ODIs in Sri Lanka
and against the Netherlands.
He was among the allwhite players who opted
not to take a knee when
South Africa decided
to give their players the
option, raising a fist, or
standing to attention as
anti-racism gestures.
He opted for none of
the anti-racism gestures
in the West Indies, instead
raising a three-finger salute in tribute to a friend
who had been wounded in
Afghanistan, and to show
support for rhino conservation.
At the T20 World Cup,
CSA mandated players
to take the knee, but de
Kock initially refused and
missed the game against
de Kock
West Indies. He subsequently apologised, and has since taken the knee.
He made his Test debut against Australia in 2014, played 54
Tests, and scored 3,300 runs at an average of 38.82, with six centuries.
“It’s sad to lose a player of Quinton’s calibre at what we still see
as the prime of his career and relatively young life, but family, as
we all say here at CSA, is everything,” CSA acting CEO Pholetsi
Moseki said in the statement.
He added, “He has been a loyal and proud servant of the Proteas team for the last seven years, and we are glad that we have
not lost him from the game entirely.”

New Zealand’s Taylor reveals retirement plans

V

eteran batsman Ross Taylor will retire from internaNew Zealand captain Kane Williamson also spoke to the Taytional cricket at the end of the New Zealand's home lor tributes, saying: “Ross has been at the core of the side for so
season, bringing the curtains down on a journey that long and can be extremely proud of having brought the game in
began in an ODI in Napier against West Indies in March 2006, this country to a better place. He’s a world class player, our best
ESPNcricinfo reported last week.
with the bat over such a long period of time, and personally, it
Ending speculation over his playing future, the 37-year-old has been a pleasure to be involved in so many partnerships with
confirmed on December 30
him across the formats.”
that the upcoming two-Test
He added, “We’ve shared
series against Bangladesh
some pretty cool moments
will be his last with New
together – most recently the
Zealand. He will not play
World Test Championship
the subsequent Tests against
final, which was obviously
South Africa, and bow out
really special. As a senior
with six ODIs against Ausplayer and a leader in the
tralia and Netherlands later
group he has been a fantasthis summer.
tic support person for me,
Taylor’s final Test will
especially out there in the
be at the Hagley Oval in
field being able to tap into
Christchurch, which will
his experience.”
take his number of appearAlso, “It’s a really exciting
ances to 112. This total puts
time for Ross when he can
him in a tie with Daniel
reflect on so many amazing
Vettori for the most Tests
moments throughout his
Ross Taylor
played by a New Zealand
career, and I know all the
cricketer.
guys are also looking forward to sharing the occasions with him,
“It’s been an amazing journey, and I feel incredibly fortunate as he is such a special player to this team..’
to have represented my country for as long as I have,” Taylor said
In the mid-2000s, Taylor was ideally positioned to support
in a statement.
New Zealand following mass departures from its batting line-up,
He added, “It's been such a privilege to play with, and against entering as an aggressive top-order batsman capable of taking
some of the greats of the game, and to have created so many up the challenge against world-class attacks.
memories and friendships along the way. But all good things
In his third ODI, Taylor produced a superb 128 against Sri
must come to an end, and the timing feels right for me.”
Lanka at Napier in 2006, which was followed by 84 at over a run
Taylor was the first international player to feature in a 100 a ball in his first ODI outside New Zealand at Hobart against
games in each of the three formats. He also leaves the game with Australia in January 2007.
numerous New Zealand records.
He made his Test debut in the 2007-2008 tour of South AfriHis aggregate of runs now stands at 18,074, with appearances ca, but struggled against the extra bounce. Back in New Zealand
at 445, and 40 100s, which across the formats are the highest for he was dropped against Bangladesh, but returned in style against
any New Zealand cricketer.
England with his maiden century at 120 at Hamilton.”

23

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Wednesday January 5, 2022
The Ashes, 2021-2022: Australia vs England,
4th Test, Day 1, Sydney Cricket Ground,
Sydney, 10:30 AM
India tour of South Africa, 2021-2022: South
Africa vs India, 2nd Test, Day 3, The Wanderers
Stadium, Johannesburg, 10:00 AM
Bangladesh tour of New Zealand, 2022: New
Zealand vs Bangladesh, 1st Test, Day 5, Bay
Oval, Mount Maunganui, 11:00 AM
Thursday January 6, 2022
The Ashes, 4th Test, Day 2, Sydney Cricket
Ground, 10:30 AM
South Africa vs India, 2nd Test, Day 4, The
Wanderers Stadium, Johannesburg, 10:00 AM
Friday January 7, 2022
The Ashes, 4th Test, Day 3, Sydney Cricket
Ground, Sydney, 10:30 AM
South Africa vs India, 2nd Test, Day 5, The
Wanderers Stadium, Johannesburg, 10:00 AM
Saturday January 8, 2022
The Ashes, 4th Test, Day 4, Sydney Cricket
Ground, Sydney, 10:30 AM
Ireland tour of West Indies, 2022: West Indies
vs Ireland, 1st ODI, Sabina Park, Kingston,
Jamaica, 09:30 AM
Sunday January 9, 2022
The Ashes, 4th Test, Day 5, Sydney Cricket
Ground, 10:30 AM
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 1,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch 11:00 AM
Monday January 10, 2022
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 2,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Tuesday January 11, 2022
West Indies vs Ireland, 2nd ODI, Sabina Park,
Kingston, Jamaica, 09:30 AM
South Africa vs India, 3rd Test, Day 1,
Newlands, Cape Town, 10:30 AM
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 3,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Wednesday January 12, 2022
South Africa vs India, 3rd Test, Day 2,
Newlands, Cape Town, 10:30 AM
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 4,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Thursday January 13, 2022
South Africa vs India, 3rd Test, Day 3,
Newlands, Cape Town, 10:30 AM
New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 2nd Test, Day 5,
Hagley Oval, Christchurch, 11:00 AM
Friday January 14, 2022
The Ashes, 5th Test, Day 1, Bellerive Oval,
Hobart, 1:30 PM
West Indies vs Ireland, 3rd ODI, Sabina Park,
Kingston, Jamaica, 09:30 AM
South Africa vs India, 3rd Test, Day 4,
Newlands, Cape Town, 10:30 AM
Saturday January 15, 2022
The Ashes, 2021-22Australia vs England, 5th
Test, Day 2, Bellerive Oval, Hobart, 01:30 PM
South Africa vs India, 3rd Test, Day 5,
Newlands, Cape Town, 10:30 AM
Sunday January 16, 2022
The Ashes, 5th Test, Day 3, Bellerive Oval,
Hobart, 01:30 PM
Sri Lanka vs Zimbabwe, 1st ODI, Pallekele
International Cricket Stadium, Pallekele,
02:30 PM
Monday January 17, 2022
West Indies vs Ireland, T20I, Sabina Park,
Kingston, Jamaica, 04:00 PM
The Ashes, 5th Test, Day 4, Bellerive Oval,
Hobart, 01:30 PM
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com

~ RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL · INDUSTRIAL · INVESTMENT ~

Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Caledon

For Sale!!! $1,699,900

SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE!!!
Location! Location! Location! Corner unit 4 bdrm + 1 (sep.
basement apt!!!). Main floor layout features: office/den,
separate formal dining + sep. living area. Kitchen boasts
plenty of counter space (granite countertops) with a large
island featuring an under-mounted sink. Hardwood floors
throughout! 2nd flr layout features 4 lrge bdrms (including
master bdrm) with 1 semi ensuite bath+1 private ensuite for
guests. Master bedroom features His & Hers walk-in closets
+ large master 5pc ensuite with His & Hers Sinks.

Brampton

Etobicoke
SOLD
$110,000
OVER
ASKING
PRICE!!!

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

437-235-7599

Artwalk Condos Vaughan
Artwalk Condos is a new
condo development by
SmartCentres currently
in preconstruction at
101 Edgeley Boulevard,
Vaughan. The development
is scheduled for completion
in 2026. Available units
range in price from
$620,000 to over $980,000.
Artwalk Condos has a total
of 624 units. Sizes range
from 508 to 892 square feet.
Starting
From Low -

$600s*

Brampton: HIGHEST SOLD ON THE STREET!!!
A must see!! Location
location: newly
renovated, custom
kitchen with quartz
counter top, stainless
steel appliances, modern
layout, 3 new 4-piece
washrooms, new plumbing & electrical panel (100
amps), sub floor with hardwood flooring on upper &
main, oak stairs, potlights, potential 2 bedroom layout
finished basement unit with laundry & kitchen roughin, new front & basement windows - & much more.
Close to all amenities, transit & highway 410.

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

