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Run, walk for Guyana dialysis
Vishnu Mandir runs with Toronto Waterfront Marathon

at Vishnu Mandir to contribute her good work
By Romeo Kaseram
Toronto – In a move to encourage a more into supporting the humanitarian mission that
active lifestyle while raising funds for the is being undertaken by the Guyana Dialysis
Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic, volunteers at and Eye Clinics in Demerara, Berbice, and
Vishnu Mandir are now actively engaged in Essequibo.
making preparations, and recruiting marathon
In collaboration with the Canadian
participants, in a fundraising effort that is in McMaster University Faculty of Health, the
collaboration with the world-class Toronto mission of the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic
Waterfront Marathon.
is to provide vital support to the vulnerable
Working under the umbrella of Vishnu and socio-economically disadvantaged who are
Mandir, the Global Care Outreach Program – coping with kidney failure, or experiencing low
Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic, a charity partner vision, with the objective being for them to live
with the TWM, is now actively making plans to longer, healthier, and better lives.
In an online information video that speaks
participate in the October 16 marathon event.
to her personal motivaIt has also extended a
global invitation to the
tion and Global Care’s
charitable
objectives,
diaspora to either participate in the marathon
Victoria noted that the
TWM remains “an amazitself, or to reach out
and help its fundraising
ing event to keep you
active”, even as it opens up
efforts through donations
the avenue for their charor sponsorship support
for those in Guyana who
ity to raise “funds for our
Guyana dialysis and eye
are vulnerable and socioeconomically disadvanclinics”.
taged.
The video is also a call
Global Care’s objecto action, and for participation in the marathon
tives in doing so are to
event that encourages
encourage an active lifestyle, while simultaneousstructured and physical
activity.
ly raising funds to help
Guyanese back home who Dr Doobay & patient in Guyana
As she notes, “[It] is
are in need of dialysis and “I am delighted that our charity is good for your health, your
eye care, the group’s advi- part of this world class marathon wellness, your mind: the
sor, Dr Victoria Doobay, event. It offers us the opportunity mind, body, spirit consaid last week.
to raise awareness for our dialysis nection. It is also your
“For me, running is a
opportunity to spend time
cause, and promotes an active lifewith family and friends
way to access expanded
style. Funds raised from this initiaoutdoors in the beauticonsciousness. It’s a way I
tive will go to whoever needs it most,
remove myself from conful... summer weather;
straints, relying on my regardless of race, age, religion or and maybe even meeting
body to move me from gender. Let’s reply as a joint force to some new people along
place to place. It gives me the pain and sufferings of others.” the way.”
She also comments on
connections internally Dr Budhendranauth Doobay, chair
and with nature. It’s a way of Vishnu Temple, and founder of yet another plus, which is
to be free and connect,” the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinics.
that the TWM opens up
she said.
the “opportunity to raise funds to help humanVictoria is an experienced marathon and ity for a really excellent cause, like saving a life
triathlon participant. While promoting an with dialysis, or helping someone to regain
active, healthy lifestyle in her own personal their vision”.
She declares, “[It] is your opportunity to do
training, at the same time she also understands
how doing so collectively can redound to the something for you, and others, all at the same
time.”
benefit of those who are in need.
For example, Victoria’s participation in the
There is a level of activity for everyone in
TWM 2016 event saw her raising funds for Global Care’s call to participation with the
the Toronto Sick Kids’ Hospital. And despite TWM, said Roy Doobay, who is leading the
the debilitating intervention of the Covid-19 venture. And noting the play on the words, Roy
pandemic, she continues training, and remains declared that marathon events always begin
committed to helping others.
with “a first step”.
One of the first steps was Vishnu Mandir
These efforts later saw her getting the goahead nod from Dr Budhendranauth Doobay
See Page 9: Vishnu Mandir
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Sampat at the hospital in New Delhi last week (Trinidad Guardian photo)

Call for help as T&T young man fights cancer

Port-of-Spain – With his cancer now in remission following ongoing treatment at the Max Super Specialty Hospital
in New Delhi, India, the family of young Sanjay Sampat last
week continued fundraising with renewed hope in their
effort to have him cured of leukemia.
Also, following the success of his chemotherapy, an
upbeat Sampat told the Trinidad Guardian he plans to spend
the rest of his life helping other victims cope with the deadly
illness after he is cured.
Fundraisers are now
Sampat is 21-yearsunderway in Trinidad
old, lives in Mayaro,
and Tobago. The famsouth Trinidad, and is
ily can be contacted
battling acute lymphby telephone at 1-868blastic leukemia B. He
388-7029;
1-868-715flew to India last month
1126;
or
1-868-792-2134.
for chemotherapy, and
Donations can also be
then to undergo a bone
made at FundMeTnT;
marrow transplant.
or
deposits
made
Last
week
the
into
RBC
savings
Guardian reported that
his brother, Donald,
AC#100096170742097;
was found to be a peror in a Republic Bank
fect stem cell match.
savings
account
Donald travelled to
#470021929731.
India late last week, and
will this week donate the stem cells needed for the bone marrow operation.
Buoyed by the positive outcomes, Sampat told the
Trinidad Guardian he is eagerly looking forward to overcoming his cancer.
“Things are going smoothly, and I thank God for that. I
want to thank my family, my parents and my brothers, especially Donald, who has been fighting hard to save me from
Day One,” he said.
Sampat added that the messages of comfort and solace
See Page 19: Sanjay
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* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
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House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$869,700

FOR LEASE
$3,000/month
Don’t Miss Out!

It’s a Masterpiece!

Beaut. 2-storey home in 1 of Brampton’s best
ngbhoods. Hop, skip, & jump to parks, schools,
shop. plaza, & highway. Modern, clean, neat as a
pin. Spacious home w/ large, private driveway &
garage. Includes primary room w/ 5-pce ensuite,
priv. fam. room ideal for home office, gourmet
kitchen, fully finished basement & much more!

Come see this lovely home with a double car
garage w/internal access to w/o bsmt. Features
include 3 bdrms + den on the upper level, w/o
bsmt apt (easy to retrofit), and many more. Home
is nicely updated with modern front door, potlights,
Lorex security cameras, motion detection outside
lighting, and a new deck.

Investor’s Dream

A Rare Find

$379,000

Come see this lovely unit with a view! Features an
upgraded washroom, large open balcony, spacious
kitchen, open concept living and dining room, and
ensuite laundry! Close to amenities, transit lines,
and schools!

$797,500
Prime Location!

$899,000
Gorgeous semi-detatched in fantastic Brampton
neighbourhood! Beautiful home boasts 4 bdrms!
Fall in love with the spacious open concept, finished
huge rec room in the basement & lovely laminate
thruout. Sit outside on the upstairs balcony from
convenience of your bedroom. Don’t wait!

$950,000
Legal Duplex!

Take a look at this impressive townhome, located
in a small fenced area with visitor parking. This
home is recently renovated with LED lights, lovely
laminate floors, new rails with cast iron spindles,
updated kitchen and a finished basement. The
real yard is fenced for your personal use. Recently
painted and professionally cleaned!

Full legal duplex on lge lot w/ tall trees. Has 2 selfcontain. units w/2 furn., 2 hot wtr tanks, 2 laund.,
2 meters, 2 electrical panels, 2 sep garages w/
parking for 6 vehicles. Upper unit sprawls with tall
ceilings, lrge winds., 4 bdrms, 2 baths. 2nd unit
self-contained w/3 bdms, wm & ext. lrge windows.
Live in one, rent other: let other guy pay mortgage!

Smart! Smooth! Spectacular!

Ideal For Students!

$1,419,500

Don’t miss out on amaz. home on spacious corner
lot. Main flr opn cncpt. design, quartz ktcn count.,
eng. hrdwd flrs & 9’ ceilings. Plush warm carpet on
upper fls & lam. in bsmt. App 4k sq ft finish. space.
Has impress. built porch w/ glass railings, accented
with double French drs & cust. built storage shed.
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FOR LEASE
$1,000/month

Get this fantastic opportunity while it lasts!
Furnished 1 bdrm 1 wrm & shared liv./din., kitch.
& balc. avail for lease only $1000/month. All
utilities: cable TV, Internet, covered in rent. Enjoy
beautiful view of Humber’s lush green space & take
advantage of the five-star amenities available.

CANADA

DENTISTRY
DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET
Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca

Foreign Secretary of Guyana Robert Persaud visited Canada last month and met with the disapora at the
Guyana Consulate in Toronto on July 29. The meeting saw a cross-section of Guyanese abroad engaging
with Minister Persaud & speaking about Guyana’s ongoing development. Also attending the meeting virtually was Rosalinda Rasul, Head of the Diaspora and Remigration Unit at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation. In photos, Minister Persaud, above, top left, with Rasul participating in the meeting via Zoom; in photo above at right, a section of the audience that attended the event; and in the bottom
photo, members of the Consulate staff here in Toronto with Minister Persaud at centre. (Supplied photos).

Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Horwath announces Hamilton mayoral bid HOUSE FOR SALE
Queen’s Park – The NDP last week extended congratulations of Hamilton have meant for me and bring it back home,” she
to its former leader, Andrea Horwath, following her announce- told Global News last week.
ment that she would be running for the Mayor of Hamilton.
She added, “I’ve heard from a lot of Hamiltonians, a lot of
In a statement, Interim Leader Peter Tabuns said, “On behalf encouragement, and that’s been very heartening.”
of the NDP, I want to congratulate
While at the NDP helm, Horwath
Andrea Horwath on her decision to
twice led the party from not having
run for Mayor of Hamilton. Anyone
official party status to becoming the
who knows Andrea has heard her
official opposition.
speak passionately about her homeThe NDP won 40 seats in 2018,
town. Her heart is always in the
but in the recent election last June
Hammer. And we know she can
that number decreased to 31.
deliver incredible progress for the
She announced her resignation
people of Hamilton.”
as party leader the evening of June 2
Tabuns added, “Andrea never
following announcement of the elecstops thinking about how to make
tion results.
people’s lives better. She’s a tireless
In the weeks that followed, specufighter for what’s right. While we
lation grew that she might run for
will miss her dearly at our caucus
mayor of Hamilton.
table, we wish her nothing but the
Horwath joins former Hamilton
best in this municipal election.”
Chamber of Commerce head Keanin
Horwath will give up her role as
Loomis, former mayor and Liberal
Hamilton Centre MPP, and will be
MP Bob Bratina, and former head
appearing on the Hamilton ballot
of the city’s taxi drivers’ union Ejaz
come October 24.
Butt in the run for the mayor’s office
“At this stage in time, the best
come late October.
opportunity for me to work on
Incumbent Fred Eisenberger
behalf of the people of Hamilton Horwath announces her plan to run for the will not be seeking re-election, and
office of Hamilton’s mayor
Centre and the entire city is in the
has previously stated that he supports
mayor’s position ... the work I can do will be much more Horwath for the mayor’s office.
impactful,” she said last week.
Horwath was born and raised in Hamilton, was Ward 2 City
She added, “I will be stepping down from that role as I seek Councillor from 1997 to 2004 before becoming Hamilton East
the mayor’s position, and want to take all of the things that that MPP for the NDP. In 2007, she became Hamilton Centre MPP,
I’ve learned through the passion and connection that the people and eventually leader of the Ontario NDP.
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MAYARO
TRINIDAD

•
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•
•
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•

mile N of village
on the beach
2 storeys
6 bedrooms (4 AC)
2 kitchens
4 bathrooms +1 outside
can be 2 apartments
2 car garage
laundry room
6 tanks
large porch & upper
gallery facing sea
• fenced yard

Photos, details, negotiable price, contact:
mayarobeachhouse2022@gmail.com
Viewing end of July, early
August by owner
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Cambridge towers to hold 55 affordable units: Govt
Cambridge – The federal government yesterday announced
that two apartment towers under construction in Cambridge,
Ontario, will contain 55 affordable units along with a range of
supports for vulnerable individuals and Indigenous people.
The announcement was made by the Honourable Ahmed
Hussen, Minister of Housing and Diversity and Inclusion;
Bryan May, Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of National Defence
and Member of Parliament for
Cambridge; Steve Clark, Ontario’s
Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing; Karen Redman, Chair of
the Region of Waterloo; and Kathryn
McGarry, Mayor of Cambridge.
Together they announced over
$18 million in funding to support the
55 new homes in Cambridge.
Said Hussen: “Every Canadian
deserves a safe place to call home.
Our government is supporting the
creation of more homes for those
who need it most. This project will
be adding much needed housing in
Cambridge while extending a helping hand to vulnerable individuals.
This is the National Housing Strategy
at work.”
According to a release, the
Government of Canada is investing
nearly $15 million to support this
project. The provincial government
Ahmed
is contributing almost $1.4 million through Investment in
Affordable Housing, and more than $280,000 from the Social
Infrastructure Fund, while the Region of Waterloo is contributing $634,520, and the City of Cambridge is contributing
$700,000.
“This investment from the Government of Canada’s National
Housing Co-Investment Fund will provide stability and safety
to those who will soon call this building home,” said May.
He added, “I’m proud that this major investment will help
meet affordable housing needs in Cambridge, benefitting thousands of residents for decades to come.”
The new mixed-income residential building is located at 195

4

Hespeler Road, and was developed by Home Concept Property
Management. It will feature affordable units with visiting support services reserved for individuals with mental illness, physical disabilities, and Indigenous groups in Cambridge.
Accessibility is central to the design of the building – which
will include units with universal design, fully accessible units,
and common areas with accessibility
features.
The project broke ground in the
Spring of 2021, and is expected to be
complete in Spring 2023.
“Our government’s policies have
delivered historic results in getting more housing built faster and
complement our nearly $4.4 billion
investments over the past three years
to grow and enhance community and
supportive housing, address homelessness, and respond to Covid-19,”
said Clark.
He added, “We have also strengthened mental health and addictions
supports for people experiencing, or
at risk of homelessness. Ensuring all
Ontarians have a home that meets
their needs and budget, especially
our most vulnerable, is a top priority
for our government.”
The
National
Housing
Co-Investment Fund is a program
under the National Housing Strategy
Hussen
that gives priority to projects that help people who need it most,
including women and children fleeing family violence, seniors,
Indigenous peoples, people with disabilities, those with mental
health or addiction issues, veterans, and young adults.
With a budget of $13.2 billion, the NHCF plans to create up
to 60,000 new homes; repair up to 240,000 homes; create or
repair at least 4,000 shelter spaces for victims of family violence;
create at least 7,000 new homes for seniors, and at least 2,400
new homes for people with developmental disabilities.
Budget 2022 proposes to advance $2.9 billion in funding
under the NHCF to accelerate the creation of up to 4,300 new
units and the repair of up to 7,800 units.

Sylvia Jones

Hospital closures worrisome: NDP
Queen’s Park – The NDP said earlier this week it is a big
problem that Health Minister Sylvia Jones is painting a rosy
picture of the situation after 25 Ontario hospitals were impacted
by long weekend closures.
Jones appeared in a one-on-one interview with CP24 yesterday, and was asked twice if hospital closures were unacceptable.
However, as the NDP noted, Jones refused to concede that
the closures were unacceptable, instead saying, “For sure the
programs are working…”
In response, the NDP’s Health critic France Gélinas said,
among other things, that Jones was not listening to patients and
frontline health care heroes, who have been telling devastating
stories of a worsening crisis.
“If Jones doesn’t find this mess to be unacceptable, how bad
is she prepared to let our health care system get?” asked Gélinas.
Additionally, “Seriously sick patients are being moved. Long
waits and hallway medicine are rampant. And some people will
rush to ER only to find the doors locked.”
The NDP, health care unions, and frontline health care workers have presented solutions the government can implement
immediately to ease the crisis, including scrapping Premier
Doug Ford’s damaging wage cap bill, Bill 124.

indocaribbeanworld.com | august 3, 2022

CANADA: TORONTO CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL

Toronto Carnival 2022 felt ‘normal’ again
Toronto – It was as if life was back to normal again last weekend after tens of thousands
of revellers and spectators hit the streets to celebrate the Toronto Caribbean Carnival, more
fondly known as Caribana.
The city-wide festival had returned with
its pomp, splendour, and glamour after the
two-year hiatus brought on by the Covid-19
pandemic.
Last weekend, it was estimated that over
10,000 costumed revellers thronged Exhibition
Grounds, and then rippled outwards onto to
Lake Shore Boulevard with its colourful splendour reminiscent of the fun and pageantry of
Carnivals back in the Caribbean homelands.

The summer air pulsed with thumping
bass, accompanying lyrics from top Caribbean
and Canadian musicians calling to revellers
to pound their feet in unison onto Lakeshore
Boulevard, while raising their hands in the air.
Meanwhile, tens of thousands of spectators
stood on the sidelines, taking in the regalia of
the colourful bands, while either dancing in
place, or swaying and swinging bodies to the
pumping music filling the air.
With 2022 being the first time in two years
for the community celebration, many left Lake
Shore last Saturday knowing a good time was
had by all. It felt great to be back; it was as if life
in Toronto was back to normal again.

T&T’s Acting Consul General Tracey Ramsubagh-Mannette (centre) with Mayor
of the City of Toronto John Tory (left) & Deputy Mayor Michael Thompson. In top
left photo, a participant parades in a resplendent costume at the King & Queen
Parade 2022. Photos by Pharez Mannette & Tracey Ramsubagh-Mannette.

The Carpenters’ Union Local 27 in partnership with the Toronto Police Service
& Toronto Children’s Breakfast Club were prominent participants in the Toronto
Caribbean Carnival Parade this year. In photo above, Vice President of the
Carpenters’ Union Local 27 Toronto, & Director of Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion
at the Carpenters’ District Council of Ontario, Chris Campbell (third from left),
with colleagues at the parade. In photo below Local 27’s costumed revellers and
its massive carnival truck get ready to join the parade. (Supplied photos).

Tel: 416-234-1446						8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Call for activity

W

e commend the good work being done here
in Toronto by the Vishnu Mandir Global Care
Outreach Program to sustain the humanitarian
program of the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic in Guyana.
At this time, an energised group of volunteers are actively engaged in, are making preparations, and are recruiting
participants here at home, and across the globe, for the
premiere and world-class Toronto Waterfront Marathon,
which will take place come October 16.
It is, beyond doubt, quite a marathon effort that is seeing
a call to action for members of our community to increase
their physical activity. At the same time, the Global Care
Arm is also leveraging another call to a higher, purposeful activity, which is through participation in the TWM to
raise funds for the remarkable work being accomplished in
Guyana by the Guyana Dialysis & Eye Clinic.
As many of us know, the humanitarian mission that is
being undertaken in the homeland by the Guyana Dialysis
& Eye Clinics in Demerara, Berbice, and Essequibo, is
fueled by funding as it delivers vital support to the vulnerable and socio-economically disadvantaged in these areas.
Many of its patients at these locations cope daily with
kidney failure, or experience low vision, and are unable to
access, or even afford, such lifesaving and life-enhancing
medical care.
Such an effort that helps Guyanese back home to
live long, and better lives, deserves our fullest support.
Whether it is through our direct involvement by our
community in registering via Vishnu Mandir’s marathon
website to participate in the run, or sponsoring one of its
dedicated volunteers who is planning to hit the road come
October 16, or by just being there to cheer on, and support
such a commendable effort.
However, it is necessary for us to emphasise the interconnectivity between the dual role that is the call to activity,
and for fundraising to help those needing dialysis and eye
care, with its wider, background linkage to the Caribbean
as it deals with the epidemic of Non-Communicable
Diseases that continues to plague the region.
As the Pan American Health Organisation and the
World Health Organisation have noted, NCDs are the
cause of 72 percent of the deaths in Guyana, and in the rest
of the Caribbean annually.
Also, earlier this year, Forbes reported Jamaica’s Health
and Wellness Minister, Dr Christopher Tufton, confirming
that Jamaica had a chronic NCD problem, with 80 percent
of its deaths linked to lifestyle choices.
Last year the National Library of Medicine, National
Centre for Biotechnology Information, reported that
Guyana was experiencing a rise in the burden of NCDs,
which it noted was the leading cause of death, accounting
for 822 fatalities per 100,000 individuals per year.
It added that in Guyana the most common NCD was
cardiovascular disease, which accounted for 526 deaths per
100,000 individuals per year. Also, that in 2017, the leading
causes of death in Guyana were Ischemic Heart Disease
and stroke. It added that since 2007, IHD increased by 16.6
percent, with strokes increasing by 17.8 percent.
It is a similar story for Trinidad and Tobago, which
continues to face a growing burden of NCDs, such as heart
disease, stroke, and diabetes, among others.
As the WHO reported last year, over half of Trinidad
and Tobago’s population has three or more risk factors
that creates a great danger of developing chronic illnesses.
Among these risk factors were poor nutrition, the harmful use of alcohol and tobacco; and significantly, a lack of
structured, physical activity.
It is notable that in the call for action by the Vishnu
Mandir Global Care Arm, the emphasis is on the win-win
that is layered into members of our community becoming
more active, even while supporting its fundraising drive to
deliver medical care to the chronically ill in Guyana.
As a people from the Caribbean, we too are prey to
cultures that replicate lifestyle choices that trigger NCDs in
our lives abroad. Vishnu Mandir’s marathon call to activity
should be a wake-up call to physical action from all of us.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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Foreign affairs

enit, Vidit, Abiitque. The Pope came, saw, and left: He
praised the First Nations “treasury of sound customs
and teachings, centred on concern for others, truthfulness, courage and respect, humility, honesty and practical
wisdom”, and apologised for their abuse by Christians. How bitterly then one notes that Canada has no money to supply them
with pure water, yet found over $650 million, a
sudden cornucopia, to arm warring Ukraine, and
welcomed thousands of Ukrainians with open
arms and wallets, whatever their morals might
be. “A nation that continues year after year to
spend more money on military defense than on
programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death” (Martin
Luther King).
The policy is dictated no doubt by PM Justin Trudeau’s
hawkish Deputy, who should be disqualified from such advocacy because of her Ukrainian roots and hatred for Russia;
Trudeau’s shallow understanding of world affairs has not appreciably improved in his years in government. He seems to be
briefed, at least sometimes, by his US handlers, as was his predecessor Steven Harper. His deputy, a Ukrainian hawk, has no
doubt pushed this spending of taxpayers’ money on Ukraine’s
war, and sanctification of a jester President, rather than on
global warming, peace, and social amelioration, like water for
the First Nations.
War enriches, I keep restating this MIFC mantra. Trudeau is
perhaps the biggest wastrel of taxpayers’ money. I’ve paid much
in taxes in my time, and extra on organisations that do verifiable
good work, not propaganda, and regret every cent our government spends on Canadian militarism, aiding the US agenda
of conquest and self-aggrandisement, now on facilitating rich
Ukrainian “refugees” with a quick entry into Canada.
The fact is that Trudeau seems not to know enough to analyse his actions and policies, especially in the current contest in
eastern Europe. He was probably the first to jump to Ukraine’s
assistance, with money, men and weapons. He ‘out-USAed’ the
USA on the swiftness and virulence of his condemnation, and
promises of continued uncritical support.
Sadly, we do not have any thinker in government to oppose
the folly and misdirection of our foreign policy; Trudeau has
secured support of Jagmeet Singh, head of the NDP who, like
Freeland, also has an axe to grind in stoking Sikh separation in
India, whose Foreign Minister, S. Jaishankar, incidentally, can

teach Canada significantly about diplomacy. But Trudeau is not
alert enough to realise how he is being used by forces far better schooled in international intrigues and political savvy. That
Freeland should tower over his cabinet, and have what seems
the dominant voice in Canadian affairs, says enough of the
deficits of that Cabinet.
This government is the most detached from the
ideas and concerns of the majority of Canadian
Mohan
citizens as any we have ever seen. It is a composiRagbeer tion of know-it-alls, amateurs, spin-masters and
intellectually under-equipped, amoral dilettantes.
It’s a holiday government. (Rex Murphy 28-7-22).
“We who are not in politics are punished by being governed by
those who are dumber.”
The Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change exempts the US
Army from reporting CO2 emissions. The US consumes 25
percent of world oil; the military uses a quarter of that. The
struggle in WWII was as much for control of oil-producing
countries, and trade in oil, as it was for relief of Europe and
Asia. Thus, blocking Nazi access to fuel and keeping it were key
victories. The Pentagon thenceforth ensured its supply and in a
way fashioned US foreign policy to control oil flow, wherever it
is produced and transported, and ensured the supremacy of oil
in the nation’s priorities.
The US domination of Middle east oil, with the Shah of Iran
and King Saud in Saudi Arabia, was threatened by unrest in
Afghanistan, and the displacement of the Shah by Ayatollah
Khomeini; President Carter responded by threatening to visit
the wrath of the US military on any force that threatened its
access to ME oil. To emphasise this, Carter created the Rapid
Deployment Joint Task Force, for action in the region. Ronald
Reagan beefed this up with the Central Command, to undermine the USSR there, to lobby governments to its economic
and political purposes, which continue to operate in the area,
now including oil-bearing countries of Africa and post-USSR
central Asia (Caspian Sea). But, beware the Libya and Hussein
syndromes.
In this background Guyanese President Irfaan Ali has joined
hands with the Wahhabi leadership and brought them to
naïve Guyana, proclaiming, “We are working on these things
(businesses) together.” May God protect you from the savants;
beware, President Ali, the serpents you, and now GAWU, have
admitted to your naïve bosoms.

Waving the flag for a visitor distanced from our lives

P

erhaps we were forewarned by our teachers there would
be an unusual hiatus from our daily school routine.
Growing up then back home and attending primary
school meant a daily fare of morning prayers, which was followed by a main course of recitation of the ABCs, with dessert
being repetitive spoonfuls of helpings of the multiplication tables, where the two-times were quite
Romeo
palatable, with the more indigestible numbers
Kaseram
inevitable as the bell calling for the start of the
school day, or to end our recess, but which were
thankfully lower down in the schoolday menu.
I do not recall our class being told to, “Listen up and pay
attention!!!”, which were orders typically barked out in exclamation marks by the teacher following an unexpected, explosive
crack of the guava rod on the wooden surface of a desk that
raised up white chalk dust rapidly, like smoke from a fired gun.
My lack of recall of an announcement being made that we
were to greet an eminent visitor is itself quite significant, since it
evidences how unimpressed I was later with this news.
But before coming to the core of the telling about this visiting
eminence, a bit of context needs to be painted into the background of what our school life was like during my more youthful years, back in those bad old colonial days growing up stupid
under the Union Jack, as our own and endearing Austin Clark
wrote in his novel of the same name back in 2005.
Perhaps there are a few among us who recall being taught to
the sing-song, rote vocalisation of the ABCs. Then later becoming hopelessly entangled among the ascenders, descenders, the
serifs and sans serifs, in the unending quest to uniformly form
each letter, before we were moved up to what nowadays we no
longer refer to as “penmanship”, due to its inherent sexism.
Learning handwriting “properly” back in my day was done by
scrawling chalk that was broken into three pieces for economy
onto a copybook-sized piece of heavy black slate. The white
pieces of chalk were doled out into our receptive but tiny hands,
and were to be not wasted with doodles and scribblings of stick
men drawn with unintended perspectives, and misshapen dogs
and cats that were apparently quite colicky with bloated, imperfect circles for bellies.
Instead, the chalk was to be used the same way our parents
were teaching us about thrift at home using even shorter ends of
pencils, which had to wear down to the size of a full stop before
we could respectfully request another piece.

Not that fractions of chalks and punctuation marks of pencils were at all pointless. Now to graduate to an entire chalk, or
even half of a coloured one, was to finally move upwards from
what was derogatively mocked as “crapaud-foot” writing, which
invoked the crooked, splayed toes of a toad, and to acquire deftness and uniformity in the reproduction of our
letters and numbers.
To do so was to join a tiny elite class within
the class itself, which was perhaps the equivalent
back then a microcosm of what we refer today in
the macro-world that is spinning sideways as the
“one-percenters”. But we did not know that back then, since we
were yet to learn how to calculate percentages.
This class elite was mostly populated by the more focused
girls who always tattled on us after their ponytails were surreptitiously but playfully yanked, which typically saw a heated
conversation ensuing between the guava rod and the squirming
seat of pants of the yankers; and which later triggered even more
yanking, this time with premeditated malice from the resentful
owners of the well-dusted pants recently laundered with the rod.
We sat in ranks back then, with the smartest faces at the
front, with the more unruly and disruptive mouths in the back
rows. It was from these rows where missiles, tightly balled pieces
of copybook pages, were sharply catapulted with rubber bands,
the targets being the glistening coconut-oiled hair of the more
intelligent heads that bobbed invitingly like so many ducks in a
row at the front of the class.
Now to the breaking news about the visit by her eminence.
While I do not recall the announcement, I imagine that we were
informed it was our good fortune that Her Royal Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II was the eminence in an entourage of government
officials, and other dignitaries, who would be driving past on
the main road some distance from our school.
Also, that we were fortunate the government had decided we
were to line the streets, there to wave tiny government-issued
Union Jacks as the entourage drove past.
It was a welcome break from the dreariness of uninspiring
learning, and the staccato whap! whap! whap! of the rod drumming in Morse code on a distant brotherhood of balled copybook paper-pelters a few classrooms away.
We were thousands standing on that road, waving and cheering lustily as vehicles gunned past, its occupants thoroughly
insulated from our lives, even as we coughed from their dust.
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Why so many Indentured labourers stayed on in Guyana
Dear Editor,
The following question was asked on a Social
Media page: “Why did the majority of Indentured
Indians remain in Guyana and not repatriated?”
I feel many Guyanese will benefit from my brief
research into this salient question.
The total number of Indians introduced into
British Guiana from May 5, 1838 to the end of
Indentureship in 1917 was 238,979; the total number repatriated to India by 1938 was 74,645. That is,
almost 70 percent remained in the Colony.
The Indentured labourers had to sign a legal
document, a contract, that took away their freedom
(that is, bondage, origin of the term “bound” coolies) for a specific time period, which was five years,
and for a stipulated pittance wage and other amenities (such as living in the just abandoned “slave
quarters” or logies).
This covenant skillfully shifted the financing of
migration from the planters to the labourers.
There was a severe international economic
depression in the latter part of the 19th century
that precipitated several policies that incentivised
the Indentured labourers to stay on in the Colony.
During the depression, cane sugar had acute competition from
beet sugar internationally, depressing employment and wages.
Planters were under considerable pressure to pay attention to
industries other than sugar.
The depression prompted a reform movement that pushed
for minor industries and subsistence farming to ease the economic burdens of the Colony; the Colony should produce
“alternatives”.
This movement led to constitutional changes in the late
1890s. A committee of the legislature investigated the problem
of re-immigration. Discussion revolved around establishing
settlement schemes where Indians relinquished their repatriation rights in return for free land grants.
The government lowered both the minimum acreage of
Crown land that could be purchased, and the unit price. Plots
could be exchanged for their return passages. Many Indentured
labourers who had nothing back home saw this as a very

A family threshing harvested rice for processing
lucrative deal. Lowering the minimum acreage that could be
purchased from 100 acres to 50 acres and at a cheaper unit cost
made it possible for many who had saved to purchase large
tracks of uncleared land.
Thus began the initial impetus for Guyana’s rice industry.
Settlement schemes soon sprang up for example in Berbice:
Helena, Whim, Bush Lot; and in Essequibo: Maria’s Pleasure.
From the above incentives, rice as a staple crop became popular during the depression, when market demand in the colony
switched from sugar to rice. The Indians restructured their own
labour towards rice production, and to a lesser extent other
agricultural products, such as owning cows and selling milk.
Eventually rice became part of the national economy of
British Guiana, and ultimately the Caribbean. Leased land and
parsimony were the immediate causes of Indentured labourers
rise to economic independence, damping any residual urges to
return to their homeland.

Paradoxically, making land available to the
Indians was a financial ploy used by planters to
benefit planters. It also resulted in self-sufficiency
for the majority of Indentured labourers.
Pressures to re-immigrate were further lessened
when the law was passed that all immigrants arriving after 1862 were to be re-indentured for five
additional years beyond the initial five years, and
they could only claim the free return trip after that
total ten years of Indentureship!
Additionally, such returnees to India must pay
half of the return passage of $60; they had to fork
out $30! Indentured males were working one shilling equivalent of $.24/day; for females half of that,
so the impossibility of purchasing return passages is
a major factor for staying put.
Another factor is that many of the repatriates
to India would have been viewed with suspicions,
even ostracised or excommunicated from their caste
based on the suspicion they were “contaminated” by
marrying, or had liaisons with persons outside their
castes or ethnicities.
Also, a potential repatriate must have had a terrified reluctance to re-cross the dreaded kala pani,
the black water!
“The presence of the East Indians in the Colony was a great
factor in its prosperity and one great thing they had done within
recent years was to introduce their native industry – rice planning,” said Sir Walter Egerton.
Also, “The natives of India with their love of land and fondness for agriculture and pastoral pursuits will probably have a
greater influence on the future of the Colony than all the other
races put together, said R. Duff, an immigration agent.
Both quotations appeared in the writings by historian Peter
Ruhomon.
The late Barbadian novelist, George Lamming, writing on
East Indians, noted: “For those Indian hands – whether in
British Guiana or Trinidad – have fed all of us. They are, perhaps, our only jewels of a true native thrift and industry. They
have taught us by example the value of money; for they respect
money as only people with a high sense of communal responsibility can.”
He also wrote, “…And so there can be no section of citizens
with any greater claim to the citadels of power in our land.”
Dev Persaud, Guyana, via email.

Strong measures needed
to deal with T&T crime

Shoppers at a T&T grocery scrutinising rice prices

Food for thought on curbing rising grocery prices
Dear Editor,
With the mounting food prices, what comes to mind is the
food security for Trinidad and Tobago. This is a very serious
issue and every citizen should consider it extremely urgent that
solutions are found to deal with it.
The Russian invasion of Ukraine continues to threaten to
keep the food crisis growing and prominent on the world stage.
The war has also caused gasoline prices to skyrocket, resulting
in many Trinidad and Tobago citizens continuing to see hard
times as they are unable to make ends meet.
The frightening part of this situation is that we are heading
down the road to a recession as our economic growth continues
to decline. In a recession a country’s economic output declines,
unemployment rises, basic commodity prices rise and retail
sales fall. Further, businesses will try to reduce their spending
and this will affect the manufacturing sector where production
of goods are reduced.
With an already hurting economy and with consumers and
businesses decreasing their spending, this can only cause more
economic fallout.
The best way to insulate oneself from a recession is try to
protect your finances by protecting your income, by getting new
sources of income, and by trying to get a salary increase. It is
important to have a couple months of extra money put aside in
case of an emergency, which can be devastating.
Trade and Industry Minister Paula Gopee-Scoon advised
recently that she would come up with solutions to ease the
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burden of increased food prices but to date we have not seen
anything positive coming from her or her ministry. What we
have seen are exorbitant prices of basic food items in certain
groceries, with one saying the very high food prices on vegetable packages was a mistake.
Why are we seeing such high disparities in prices? Why has
this not been addressed by the minister?
We have to look at solutions to the problems facing us and
I provide some suggestions, such as weekly releases of price
ranges that are acceptable now in an effort to prevent price
gouging. We must also avoid businesses that have priced items
unreasonably.
A flour subsidy and a fixed retail pricing of flour can help citizens in the short term, flour being a staple food item. Increase
the school feeding programme so children at least get a meal
while in school and expand the food card programme urgently
so families that are really in need can receive the assistance they
require.
All these things were done under the People’s Partnership,
which was headed by Kamla Persad-Bissessar when it was in
office. Now all we have is talk and more talk, nothing of any real
substance, from the current administration.
Hopefully, with these suggestions the minister, who seems to
be void of ideas and the capacity for creative thinking, can come
up with something to curb the rising food prices and avert the
recession on the horizon.
Neil Gosine, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.

Dear Editor,
Russian President Vladimir Putin invaded the Ukraine
because he knew no country would send troops to help that
country. He expected the sanctions, but knew that could not
stop his eventual victory.
I am no supporter of Putin’s actions, but what he has shown
us in Trinidad and Tobago and the world is that sometimes to
get the result you want, you have to be bold enough to take
unpopular actions.
The crime situation in Trinidad and Tobago needs strong
measures; the routine stuff will not put a dent on crime. While I
am pleased that a team has been set up, as announced by Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley to deal with the crime issue, I hope
we will hear suggestions other than the ordinary.
It is clear the present actions are not getting the desired
results.
Basic policing will not do the job when we take into consideration the level and nature of crimes.
Firstly, there must be a joint effort of all security services. The
police cannot do it alone at this point. They need the support
of other agencies.
Secondly, this is what many people do not want to hear – that
there needs to be some kind of curfew until things are brought
under control. We see this taking place in other countries where
there is an upsurge of criminal activities.
We cannot complain about the crime situation and not
expect some inconvenience in dealing with it. There must be
short-term and long-term measures.
One long-term measure is dealing with our young people. No
stone must be left unturned to put those who are misguided on
the right path. This is the work for all – parents, teachers, the
community, religious bodies, and the government.
I believe the police, the legal system, and politicians must see
the bigger picture and work together. Crime is a profitable business, and there are no safe havens right now. The blame-game is
not solving anything.
What is needed is the coming together of all the brilliant
minds to find ways and means to deal with the crime scourge.
Arnold Gopeesingh, Trinidad and Tobago, via email.
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Seek oil wealth, but balance economic growth, environmental protection
Dear Editor,
I write regarding Freddie Kissoon’s article
Oil and Guyana’s future (Kaieteur News). I
agree with his view that the Exxon-Guyana oil
contract “could have been better for Guyana in
comparison to other oil explorations around
the world”.
Also, I agree with his assertion that to argue
that “(1) because of an ill-shaped contract,
Guyana should halt oil operations, and (2)
because of climate change, Guyana should get
out of the fossil fuel business is not only unconscionable, but plainly unacceptable”.
He writes “The [oil] industry is going to be
around for another 50 years. In that interregnum, countries incredibly rich and billions of
miles ahead of Guyana will sell oil within those
50 years.”
The policy of two leading oil producing nations supports this view. In explaining his commitment to the oil industry in
Canada, in a speech in Texas in March 2017,
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stated
(Maclean’s, March 10, 2017): “No country
would find 173 billion barrels of oil in the
ground and just leave them there”.
Also, Reuters of April 15, 2022, reports, “…
[US President Joe Biden’s] administration…
said it has resumed plans for oil and gas development on federal lands”.
An Editorial in the Los Angeles Times of
September 15, 2019, is relevant. It notes “the
richest, most developed countries in the world
are overwhelmingly to blame for the catastrophe of global climate change… For more than
a century, the largest emitters of greenhouse
gases, in total as well as per capita, have been
the big developed nations, most notably the
United States and the countries of Europe,
which grew their economies by burning fossil
fuels and spewing carbon from their factories,
homes and cars”.
To date they still emit carbon and other
greenhouse gases disproportionately into the
environment.
According to the Editorial, efforts to ame-

Drill ship, Stena Carron, which successfully explored the Seabob-1 well
liorate climate change “must be led by the
This is a pertinent question that critics of
nations that reaped so many of the benefits of the government, at home, and abroad in the
economic development and increased wealth rich countries, have not answered. In addition,
through industrialisation for so long”.
it should be pointed out that the greenhouse
Unfortunately the rich countries are neither gases spewed by the rich countries do not
living up to their moral obligation, nor their fi- remain within their borders. Their greenhouse
nancial commitment. In 2010, and then again gases travel far and wide, polluting the entire
in 2015, wealthier nations pledged to donate to planet.
the Green Climate Fund up to $100 billion per
For centuries Guyana’s rainforest, together
year by 2020. The fund was created under the with those in the other poverty-ridden tropical
auspices of the United Nations to help develop- countries, has been the purifier of the planet
ing countries reduce the emissions that lead to without any compensation. Yet, when poor
climate change.
countries extend their begging bowls to the
However, in 2018, Oxfam’s senior climate rich countries, they receive less than pittance
change policy advisor called the money mov- to help their citizens, while billions of dollars
ing from rich countries to the least devel- are available, on the spur of a moment, to fund
oped “sadly inadequate”. The Editorial called war efforts.
it “shameful”.
Even at its maximum level of oil producIn his article Kissoon asks, “Why a small tion, it is likely that Guyana’s rainforest will
poor country should bear the burden of cleaning the world’s ecological system by removing
its fossil fuel industry when there is no replacement for the lost income?”.

Wholesome tribute to Guyana’s potholes

Dear Editor,
It is so refreshing now (to those members
I am really pleased to announce the who are still around to enjoy a good pothole)
return of the Georgetown Association for the to see the return of the species. We have been
Appreciation of Potholes. It was formed in the out measuring some of the prominent up-and1990s, and brought to fame such wonderful coming potholes around Georgetown, and have
potholes as the Middle Street Monster, the found extremely good results, especially in
Church Street Grinder, and not forgetting, of East Street, and with a truly classical pothole
course, the Avenue of the Republic Avenger.
development by the Cenotaph, which we are
All those potholes were well-recorded and watching grow as we write.
measured, and became an almost loved part of
But, of course, the all-up winner to date
travel at that time. GAAP would meet and go must be the pothole at the top of Lamaha Street
out to examine the
before Vlissengen
potholes, common
Road. This is a true
in the nineties, to
moving pothole, or
record width, depth,
(as the Latin name
even circumference,
has it), “potholae
and, of course, conconrepto”, as it seeks
tent.
to slide sideways
It was a wellinto the Lamaha
known fact that
Canal.
some
potholes
It is truly difwould develop life
ficult to deliberotherwise unknown
ately construct such
to science, with Hole on Avenue of the Republic, Georgetown creatures, and the
small insect-like objects seemingly grown to Council must be congratulated on the way they
absorb the impact of a 41×14.5R 16, or even have preserved this monument to pothole creda 175/45R 18, enjoying the splash as taxis and ibility, especially considering the heavy in-fill
minibuses and 4x4s thundered overhead.
work on the mall adjacent.
It was even known that the Council would
To those readers who wish to join GAAP,
actually go to the trouble of digging up a pot- you can apply, with a pothole of at least 40 cm
hole, and moving it to another spot, to give the average diameter, which you may bring with
public a wider experience and leaving an even you, or otherwise direct the committee as to its
larger pothole behind, and breeding a younger, whereabouts, and a description of any animal
and indeed, healthier offspring. Spring was or insect you may have found there.
often indeed the focus as water would begin
Let everyone understand, potholes are a histo seep from some of the best potholes, those toric feature of Georgetown, in the same way as
known by their characteristic colour, a clay- Easter Island has head statues. Let us support
based wall and definitive hard-top over-hangs. them and not let them be filled in and pushed
The junction by the National Library comes to to the back of history and forgotten.
mind, and is much missed.
Peter Bouchard, Guyana, via email.
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be able to absorb more than its fair share of
greenhouse gases.
Regarding renegotiating the oil contract,
this may not be realistic. Former President
Bharrat Jagdeo’s promise while in Opposition to
renegotiate the oil contract was perhaps opportunistic. It may have been an election promise similar to that by former President David
Granger when he was in Opposition, and had
promised constitutional reform, but which was
never acted upon when he was in government.
Current President Dr Irfaan Ali’s statement
that “negotiating with ExxonMobil is like negotiating with a superpower” is more realistic,
and acknowledges the difficulties.
In assessing its position the Ali government
likely considered (1) the message that will be
sent to new investors that are being courted;
(2) the likelihood of exorbitant cost of a court
challenge and the possibility of losing; and,
(3) likely pressure from Exxon’s home government, that is, the US, in any attempt to
renegotiate an existing contract.
Not only that US support may be needed
in defence of Guyana’s territorial integrity, but
powerful home governments are known to vigorously protect their nationals and commercial
interests abroad. The history of many countries
in Central and South America can attest to this.
I support all efforts for transparency in the
government’s decision-making and initiatives
to improve its accountability in the oil industry.
Also, all Guyanese must be the beneficiaries of
the oil wealth, which must not be used for the
enrichment of a few who are in-charge or wellconnected. And prudent action is necessary to
maintain a reasonable balance between economic development and protection of the environment. However, this valuable resource must
be exploited while time allows to eliminate
poverty and improve the lives of all Guyanese.
Harry Hergash, Toronto, via email.

GUYANA

Vishnu Mandir Global Care Arm in TWM fundraiser for Guyana dialysis
From Page 1
Global Care Arm working with the TWM and
being approved as a charity partner, Roy said.
“This is indeed exciting. TWM organises
the event, we get to share and narrate our
Guyana dialysis incredible story, participate
in the event, and raise funds for our cause.
This is accomplished by engaging runners
and donors to participate, leveraging TWM
integrated systems platform,” he noted.
Driven by the energy of its volunteers, Roy
said there is now a diverse team of participants that are registered to walk, or run, at
the upcoming, premiere TWM event that is
set to run off on October 16.
This event offers something for everyone. There are options for participants: the
in-person full marathon 42 kilometres; the
half-marathon 21 kilometres; and the fivekilometre, walk or run.
Victoria plans to do the five kilometre run on October 16
with Dr Budhendranauth Doobay, and currently about 25 other
registered participants, some of whom are from New York.
However, Roy noted there was yet another option, which
emerged during the bad pandemic years of lockdowns and isolation. It was the virtual option, which the TWM has decided to
run again this year.
It offers the full marathon, half, or five kilometre participation, which can be accomplished from any location throughout
the world.
“You can even do it from your own location in Toronto
between September 16 and October 16, 2022. We currently
have participants who will be doing it from the US, and within
Toronto from Markham, Mississauga, Thornhill, Ajax, and
Richmond Hill,” he said.
Also, “For the Virtual Run or Walk you can do the full distance at once, or break it into smaller increments over several
days. After completion, participants will input their cumulative
race time in the TWM platform. This virtual option offers tremendous flexibility and reach,” he declared.
He also emphasised that members of the diaspora can do it
from any location wherever they are in the world. Registration

Victoria Doobay
Patients receiving medical attention at the Guyana Dialysis Centre
for both the in-person and virtual options must be completed Dialysis and Eye Clinics... the existing centres, and the ones that
online here.
are opening.”
Registered participation enables the individual’s electronic
Roy also noted the industry and diligence from the initiative’s
fundraising page, which can then be sent out as links to poten- cohort now working to make it all come together.
tial donors/sponsors, Roy stated.
“One of our featured participants is Radharani Rajaram, who
The funds that are raised from the participants’ sponsors is supporting this initiative unconditionally and comprehenare collected under the aegis of TWM, and then sent along to sively. She does it not because she has time; she does it because
Global Care.
she has heart and the desire to help those in need,” he said.
“This is the beauty about it. This event has given us the reach.
Roy is leading the collective effort, and is being assisted
We can reach out globally to the diaspora,” he said, noting, by Rajaram, Janty Ramkumar, and several other volunteers.
“We don’t have to get involved in organising the event or the The venture’s executive is Dr Budhendranauth Doobay, chair
fundraising details... each participant is their own fundraiser of Vishnu Temple, and founder of the Guyana Dialysis & Eye
campaign manager. They can send out the link, cast it as wide Clinics.
as they want [anywhere in the world] to friends, family, coAnd reaching out to the community in the Greater Toronto
workers, neighbours, associates...”
and Hamilton Area, and the diaspora throughout the world,
He added, “The [October 16] event provides an option for Roy issued the appeal for both local and global support, saying,
everyone. People can support us in many ways. They can run, “Please come out and join our team in whatever way you feel
walk, or raise funds; or volunteer; or just cheer us on. It pro- most comfortable. As Mahatma Gandhi said, ‘The best way to
motes a healthy lifestyle, while at the same time, it offers an find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others’.”
opportunity to do something for humanity by helping a good
For more information, visit the Vishnu Mandir’s website;
cause. It is truly a wide-reaching, community-based event. And also, contact Radharani Rajaram at 416-732-0604, or Roy at
more importantly, the funds that are raised go to the Guyana 416-723-8879.

Om Shri Ganesh Aya Namah

Shri Krishna Janma Ashtmi 2022

Bal Krishna

Bharat Sevashram Sangha Canada
Hindu Heritage Inc.
Pranav Hindu Heritage
Cultural Centre
Cordially invites you,
your family & friends
to join us on the
auspicious occasion of
SHRI KRISHNA JANMA ASHTMI
with a 3-day
Shrimad Bhagavad Gita Yajna

Commencing Tuesday August 16th, continuing Wednesday
17th & concluding on Night of Janma Ashtmi, Thursday
August 18th from 7:00 pm.
Janma Ashtmi night Puja and Worship from 7:00 pm.

Venue: Ashram at 102 Rivalda Road
(Sheppard & Weston)
For Info: Please call the Ashram @

Officiating:
Srimat Swami
Bhajananandaji
Maharaj

416-741-4335
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More things change... corruption prevalent & systemic in Guyana

C

orruption is undoubtedly systemic in that the history of petroleum licensing and
Guyana. The scourge permeates the contracting transactions in Guyana presents
fabric of society and has remained extraordinary exposure to corruption.
uncontrolled under successive governments,
It explained that the theft of resources of
giving credence to the analogy that the more astronomical value, can occur in as simple a
things seem to change – as governments come way as the deliberate failure to enforce a law
and go - the more they stay the same.
where such a law exists, or where it is deliberAnother thing that has remained unchanged ately misinterpreted in favour of private finanis that in spite of hundreds of allegations, insin- cial interests, adding that “since the benefit of
uations and accusations of
such an action is conferred
corruption, an infinitesimal
upon the private interests as
number of cases have been
a benefit in kind, it is easy in
Dwarka
brought to justice.
its conceptualisation, as it is
Lakhan
While there appeared
difficult to trace.”
to be a hiatus on allegaBasically, TIGI stopped
tions of large-scale corrupshort of openly stating that
tion in recent months, the
transactions in the oil sector
scourge was brought into the limelight follow- are tainted by corruption.
ing unproven claims by Guyana-based Chinese
Also, last December, US Ambassador to
businessman, Su Zhi Rong that vice President Guyana Sarah-Ann Lynch noted that all govBharrat Jagdeo takes bribes from Chinese ernments, including Guyana, have a responsiinvestors. While Jagdeo has threatened to sue bility to stamp out corruption whenever it rears
Rong, media reports indicate that the Chinese its ugly, destructive head.
businessman has gone
She highlighted the
missing.
need for “constructIn fact, in 2021,
ing a legislative frameGuyana’s score on
work that deters corthe
Transparency
rupt practices”, and for
International Corruption
government operations
Perception
Index
to be “transparent, such
dropped by two points,
that citizens and the
meaning that corrupmedia can provide overtion in the country’s
sight and hold officials
public sector worsened
accountable”.
after a full year under
She also said that
the People’s Progressive
“procurement processes
Party.
that comply with interAccording to TI,
national anti-corruption
when the PPP/Civic left
standards ensure a level
office back in 2015, the
playing field for invescountry was scoring
tors”, and that “private
Sarah-Ann Lynch
below 30 points. During
sector actors must also
the years of the APNU+AFC government, that answer for any role that they play in corrupt
score steadily improved reaching 41. However, practices”.
in the latest ranking which was published in
She suggested that when choosing private
January by TI, Guyana’s corruption perfor- sector partners, “it is advisable to choose the
mance dropped from 41 in 2020 to 39 in 2021. reputable over the most convenient”.
Guyana’s score of 39 gave it a ranking of 87
Evidently, the US Ambassador’s pointed
out of 180 countries surveyed, down from the comments were a direct reflection on corrupprevious year’s rank of 83 out of the 180 coun- tion in Guyana.
tries surveyed.
Arguably, the fight against corruption in
The Jagdeo-Rong incident raised aware- Guyana constitutes a bitter political saga, with
ness of the underlying conditions in Guyana, the accused from all political parties appearing
which can potentially be a breeding ground to be wearing Teflon suits that prevent allegafor corruption. With billions of dollars flow- tions from sticking.
ing into the new oil-rich country from a spate
The PPP, which was on the receiving end
of business activities, among them real estate of accusations of corruption that eventually
sales and development, manufacturing, agro- contributed to its downfall in the 2015 general
processing, hotels and tourism, mining, and elections, is now in a position to take repeated
tertiary oil industries, among a host of other shots at the PNC’s track record.
areas, it is almost unimaginable that some form
Ironically, even those charged with untanof corruption is not involved. This is especially gling the web of corruption have been accused
so given apparently compromised approval and of being corrupt, highlighting the pervasiveregulatory processes.
ness of the scourge that has historically plagued
Incidentally, when observing International the country.
Day Against Corruption last December, the
However, in spite of allegations and accuTransparency Institute Guyana Inc. noted sations of corruption, few charges ever stick.

Coalition signed lucrative lease to Eddy Grant
Georgetown – A ten-year lease was signed
between the APNU+AFC coalition when it was
in power and Guyanese singer Eddy Grant to
rent one of his properties for (G) $188 million
annually, Kaietuer News reported yesterday.
The lease was signed in May 2019 with Blue
Wave Apartments Inc., an Eddy Grant-owned
company.
The property is located at 107-108 Duke
Street Kingston in Georgetown, and it was
rented to house the United Nations offices on
one compound.
The ten-year lease means that every quarter Guyana’s taxpayers pay (US) $235,576 [G
$47,115,200] in rent.
It was signed by then Minister of Public
Infrastructure, David Patterson, and then
Minister within the Ministry of Communities
with responsibility for Housing, Annette
Ferguson.

According to the contractual agreement,
should the present PPP/Civic administration
seek termination of the lease, it means the State
would have to pay (G) $188,460,800, equivalent to one year in rent.
The contract was revealed during
Parliamentary debate last February when
Ferguson questioned Minister of Public Works,
Juan Edghill, on buildings and its locations that
are currently being rented by the State.
In response Edghill said, “You would recall
this is a matter that came up for public discourse and contention while we sat in the
Opposition benches.”
He then stated that “every quarter, taxpayers
of Guyana pay (US) $235,576 because of the
said contract”.
He added, “This is just one building, and this
is the quarterly rent, (US) $235,576, four times
every year, at the exchange rate of (G) $200.”
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For instance, the massive investigation by the
former APNU+AFC coalition into corrupt
activities by the PPP when it was in government prior to 2015, proved to be an exercise
in futility.
Following some 50 audits of various government agencies and institutions over a 16-month
period ending in August 2016 at an estimated
cost of (G) $133 million, it was found that
numerous incidences of improprieties existed,
but insufficient evidence to lay criminal charges. Then, Khemraj Ramjattan, former Public
Security Minister was reported in the local
press saying the audits were an embarrassment to the government. He claimed that crucial documentation to substantiate accusations
against the former administration was missing,
and that individuals with knowledge about corruption were afraid to provide such evidence.
At the same time, then Director of the
State Assets Recovery Agency, Professor Clive
Thomas, reported that documents received
from external law enforcement agencies such
as Interpol, Homeland Security, and the
Caribbean Financial Action Task Force showed
a massive scale of corruption and money laundering during the late 2000s to the mid-2010s.
He then concluded: “We can’t recover State

property in this country, believe you me, without fighting in the courts outside of Guyana
so the fight that we engage in here is not a
national fight. It’s a global fight. The wealth has
left Guyana. It is deposited into accounts in
places outside of Guyana, and we have to find
the means and the support that we need to get
to those accounts to place the charges against
the persons who hold Guyanese assets through
some initial unlawful conduct and to try to
recover it for Guyana.”
Drawing on Thomas’ conclusion, it can be
extrapolated that corruption currently follows
a similar pattern. All we will ever have is a lot
of noise about corruption, but no real proof.
However, it is believed that it will not be long
before Guyana gets featured in investigations
similar to the Panama or Pandora Papers. Then
some of the truths will be made public.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB
is a Member of the Canadian Association of
Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine
Your Practice, is available on Amazon, and on
winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.
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Wealth Through Real Estate Investing: A Concise Guide
Jay Brijpaul

Dr Denzil Douglas

Dr Terrence Drew

Basseterre – Former Prime Minister Dr
Denzil Douglas has criticised reports of a rift
within the leadership of the main Opposition
St Kitts-Nevis Labour Party, saying he remains
in full support of its leader, Dr Terrance Drew,
the Caribbean Media Corporation reported last
week.
Douglas served as party leader for 33 years,
and Prime Minister for 20 years before stepping down last year.
The St Kitts-Nevis electorate goes to the
polls on Friday.
“We went through a period of transition of
leadership, and Dr Drew has emerged as the
leader among those who contested,” Douglas
said.
He added he had no intention of following
his former prime ministerial colleagues Dr
Keith Mitchell, and Dr Ralph Gonsalves, in
holding on to the leadership of their respective parties in Grenada and St Vincent and the
Grenadines.
Mitchell is now 75 years old, and led his
New National Party into defeat in the June 23
general election.
Last week Gonsalves, now 75, indicated that
he intends to lead the Unity Labour Party into

the next general election in 2025.
“They used to say Douglas is going to die
with his boots on – absolute nonsense! Douglas
is here to ensure that the transition is completed from Opposition to the government.
New prime minister, new leader, new team, the
A-Team led by Dr Drew,” Douglas said.
He also used the opportunity to respond to
questions that the past and present party leaders were not on the same page regarding the
leadership.
“We went through a period of serious soulsearching after the 2020 election. We didn’t like
the results. We knew that there were serious
violations of legal and normal practices. But we
nevertheless said we have to move on, and so
we began seriously to consult with our people
as to how we would look in the future whenever the elections come around again, and we
transitioned,” Douglas stated.
He added, “Several committees put together
credible ideas that could be pursued, we pursued them, and here we are. We went through a
period of transition of leadership, and Dr Drew
has emerged as the leader among those who
contested. I didn’t contest. I refused to contest,
and so here we are with a new leader.”

No rift in Labour Party says Douglas

Gonsalves keeps hand on ULP’s helm

Kingstown – Prime Minister Ralph Minister and MP for East St George Camillo
Gonsalves is set to lead the ruling Unity Labour Gonsalves, and the Minister of Agriculture
Party into the next general election after indi- Soboto Caesar, parliamentary representative
cating there will be no changes in the par- for South Central Windward.
ty’s political leadership, the Caribbean Media
In a July 15 analysis, social commentator
Corporation reported late last month.
and former speaker of the House of Assembly,
General elections are constitutionally due Jomo Thomas, said that the prime minister
in 2026.
was “prepared to preGonsalves turns 76
side over the destruction
next week. The ULP
of the ULP rather than
held its party convention
allow democracy to run
late last month with no
its course”.
challenger opposing his
Thomas also declared,
leadership. And in what
“Ralph Gonsalves would
the CMC noted was an
rather the country grind
apparent reference to
to a halt rather than
his health, Gonsalves
allow for the emergence
said that “unless advised
of anyone other than his
otherwise”, he will lead
son, Camillo, as ULP
the ULP into the next
leader and prime mingeneral election.
ister.”
Questioned about
Thomas is a former
his health, Gonsalves
ULP senator who lost
replied, “I’m fine. I’m
in his bid to win South
Ralph Gonsalves
fine. I wouldn’t tell you
Leeward for the ULP in
how much weight I have lost. It is a good 2015.
number. There are other phases I have to deal
However, Gonsalves said last week that the
with… I feel good, and I feel fit, and I am work- ULP had rejected his proposal for a leadership
ing long hours.”
transition, and that he will lead the party into
Gonsalves said previously the deputy politi- the next general election, constitutionally due
cal leader of the ULP is likely to succeed him in March 2026. By that time, Gonsalves would
as prime minister. However, he also indicated be five months shy of his 80th birthday.
he was willing to continue as the parliamentary
He is a long-serving member of Parliament,
representative for the North Central Windward and one of the longest-serving heads of govconstituency, which he has been representing ernment in Caricom.
since 1994.
He has been thinking of transition, he told
The leadership transition race in the ULP, the media last week.
which has been in office for the past 21 years,
“I took it upon myself… I talk about it
had previously been viewed as a two-way race because I consider it an obligation of mine as a
between the prime minister's son, Finance leader to talk about transition,” he said.
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Author Jay Brijpaul taps his vast experience & expertise in the industry to
provide comprehensive coverage of

What, How, When, Where & Why

to invest in Real Estate. This book will appeal to anyone interested in Real
Estate Investing. Topics covered include:
• Why Real Estate • How To Create Wealth
• Managing Your Portfolio • Transitioning Your Portfolio
• Common Sense Approaches

“Real Estate investing – we have all contemplated it but have been
disuaded by lack of knowledge. Finally, here is a book that sets out
comprehensively and practically – based on the author’s extensive
personal experience – the benefits and pitfalls of investing in Real
Estate.” — David Jebb, LLB, BSc. — Real Estate Lawyer
“The Brij Team has become one of the top performing teams in North
America, achieving The Elite Circle of Legends Hall of Fame and the
Luminary of Distinction awards — the highest awards a Realtor can receive
with the RE/MAX organization. Jay is one of the most prolific performers
in its 40-year history. Wealth Through Real Estate Investing is easy to read,
understand and implement. I really like the way Jay puts theory into
practice.” — Frank Colatosti, CEO, RE/MAX West Realty Inc.
“Jay is one of the top professionals in the Real Estate realm. With over
30 years experience, he’s navigated through every economic high and
low, coming out winning every time. Jay’s accumulated wisdom will give
you the knowledge you need to achieve success.” —Grant Browning,
President/CEO, Toronto Caribbean News Inc.
Inc.
“Jay Brijpaul has tapped his vast experience and expertise in the Real
Estate industry and written Wealth Through Real Estate Investing.”
Investing.” —Ken
Puddicombe, CPA (retired Controller, Finance), author of Racing With The
Rain, Junta,
Junta, and Down Independence Boulevard and Other Stories.
Stories.
“Real estate investment can seem complex for many individuals, but
this book provides a simple step by step approach on what’s needed to
understand and navigate its constant changing world.” — G. Chatwal,
CPA, CA.
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All Proceeds Go To Charity
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TORONTO SCENE: ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Tobago Drama Guild
puts on top Toronto
performance of
‘Blood Money’
Toronto – The hard-hitting play Blood Money was
successfully performed in Toronto last month during a tour
by its originators, The Tobago Drama Guild. The event took
place on July 27-28, and was hosted at the Consulate General
of Trinidad and Tobago in Toronto.
The performance attracted maximum capacity crowds on
both nights.
Blood Money is Cherryll Birchwood Uzoruo’s latest
offering to the theatre world. It is a riveting tale about illgotten gains and its karmic impact within a small, interconnected community.
Imaginatively directed by THABITI, the multi-talented
cast managed creditably all the dramatic twists and turns
in a storyline that was punctuated by instantly infectious
music, folklore-inspired song and dance, and a speech band
prologue.
“It was an awesome experience, and that is quite a
proverbial understatement,” said playwright Cherryll
Birchwood Uzoruo.
She added, “Most of the cast and crew are making their
debut on a Canadian stage. This
was always a dream of my husband,
THABITI, and I bought into the
idea of a cultural exchange between
the motherland, Trinidad and
Tobago, and the adopted space
of many, Canada. We appreciate
the love, the understanding of the
multi-layered complexities of the
messaging.”
Also, “Moving from text to
presentation before an appreciative
audience in Canada has renewed
my faith in the worth of the work,
and its claim as a teaching tool
and mirror to society. Thanks to
all for the collective sharing and
community spirit. My gratitude
goes out to Acting Consul General
Tracey Ramsubagh-Mannette for
the Consulate’s generous support,
and of course, the cast and crew
of both spaces, without whom the
work could not have been brought
to life.”
The Tobago Drama Guild was
formed in 1999, and is Tobago’s
foremost theatre training company.
It is a non-profit organisation that
is registered with the Ministry
of Tourism Culture in Trinidad,
and the Arts and the Division
of Tourism, Culture, Antiquities
and Transportation of the Tobago
House of Assembly.
Its mandate is to use the theatre
arts as a means of assisting and
encouraging the youth with selfexpression, molding them into wellrounded citizens of the twin island
State, and making them employable
in the field of culture through
certification.
TTDG was awarded the
USA Congressional Award for
Community Service during its 2015
New York tour, and has received
the Tobago Medal of Honour silver,
for long and meritorious service to
Tobago in the sphere of Culture and
the Arts in 2019.
They continue to fulfill their
mandate to ensure that Tobago’s
creatives in their organisation get
the opportunity to hone and present
their talents internationally.
Photos: Curtis Bachan, The
Tobago Drama Guild
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Joy in celebrations, sorrow from tribulations mark life on Liberty Avenue
By Dhanpaul Narine
t was freezing, hardly a day for an outdoor event. But
the community did not mind the weather. They came
out ready to play Phagwah in Liberty Avenue. As the
day progressed, an assortment of personalities graced the
proceedings, including the Mayor of New York City.
This year’s celebration saw no floats because of the
pandemic, and also a change in venue. It was the first time
the event was held in the heart of Little Guyana, next to the
official street-naming, at Lefferts Boulevard and Liberty
Avenue. There were many outstanding performances but one
of the highlights was the honouring of three mothers in the
community for their distinguished service. They were Matajis
Chandroutie Persaud, Sona Balli, and Champa Singh. They
remain an inspiration in the community, along with their
families. Another beacon that stood out is Dr. Alex Singh
of ‘Little Guyana Pharmacy’ on Liberty Avenue. This young
professional dedicated his business space to the event, and
offered warmth and refreshments that were appreciated by
all. We must not forget Navin Shivpaul too, who generously
contributed to the event.
Politics isn’t far from a parade, and in this case, it was
international politics. The Phagwah celebrations saw the
advent of the Ukrainians with their banners and flyers. The
war in Ukraine continues to take its toll on innocent lives,
with no end in sight.
Iryna Kulyk, and her team, were on hand in Liberty Avenue
to bring awareness to the suffering of her people. They were
thankful to all for their support for peace, and the publicity
that Phagwah gave them. If only Russia and Ukraine could sit
down and talk peace, the world would be a better place.
As summer approached, two events rocked the Queens
community. The first was just a few steps from Liberty
Avenue. A massive fire damaged homes in 125th Street leaving
several homes in disarray, and people displaced. Sadly, a
young man lost his life in the basement.
The fire brought with it several questions. We do not know
all the facts concerning this fire, and therefore cannot pass
judgement. As far we know, investigations are continuing.
But the fire raises a number of issues at it relates to policy
in the city. It also brings to the forefront the response of the
community to the tragedy.

I

Housing is always scarce. In 1997, it was
no different than it is today. At that time,
the city was cracking down on basements.
The term ‘illegal conversions’ was used
to describe them. The city sent hundreds
of building inspectors to scout around
Richmond Hill, and many homeowners
were slapped with heavy fines.
A popular argument was that basement
occupancy helped to alleviate the housing
shortage, but it should be done in
accordance with the building codes. A clear
definition had to be made between a cellar
and a basement. Two exits and fire alarms,
and sprinklers should be installed to increase safety.
By 2010, the basement situation had quietened down,
and the visits by building inspectors were sporadic. The
community was given the opportunity to regularise their
basements for recreational purposes, and it had to be ‘cured’
in Manhattan. This meant that the paperwork, drawn up by
a licensed architect, had to be approved and entered into the
system. But this did not stop some landlords from sectioning
out their homes into illegal apartments and renting them.
The recent fire saw the generosity of the community in
action. Houses of worship pitched in, and there was assistance
from various not-for-profit organisations that gave material
assistance. This was greatly appreciated by those affected.
It was not long after this tragedy that another occurred at
the beach area in Gateway, where two young students lost
their lives by drowning. This calls for safeguards, including
education and information as to which areas are safe for
swimming in the bay.
The vantage point that is Little Guyana gives one the
opportunity to see what is happening in Big Guyana. You
can imagine how horrified we were to see, in real time, the
destruction of the Mon Repos Market, in Guyana.
Racism was alive and well there, and no one in the
Opposition called it as such. In fact, the Opposition leader said
that the PPP planted people to rob and destroy the Market, a
place from where the Party derives much support. Why would
the government attack its own supporters? It doesn’t make
sense. And if it doesn’t make sense, it’s nonsense!

Above, top, the Ukrainians at the 2022 Phagwah
Parade; above Urvashie Kissoon thrills the audience
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Positive message from VP Jagdeo puts NY diaspora in upbeat mood
Jagdeo said that, “we will amend the
By Dhanpaul Narine
he meeting with Vice President
sovereign wealth fund to ensure that
Bharrat Jagdeo was arranged at the
every single Guyanese can transparently
last minute. It came off without
track every single cent of oil resource
a hitch. The International Center for
that we receive, and they can track how
Democracy was able to get the rank and file
it is spent”.
out, and it should be congratulated for a
He referred to the $18 million that
job that was well done.
was given to the APNU government as
The chairperson Ossie Rogers welcomed
a sign-on bonus. It took them a year to
all. Fazal Yusuff from the ICD set the stage
admit that this sum was received. There
for the proceedings. He spoke of the many
are now safeguards in place to prevent a
opportunities that exist in Guyana, and
recurrence.
urged members of the diaspora to take
Jagdeo said that the Minister of
advantage of them.
Finance has to declare income received
The new Consul General to New
from oil and gas within a three-month
York, Ambassador Michael Brotherson,
period, or face a ten-year prison
reinforced the need for diaspora
penalty. Every single expenditure
involvement, and promised to “ensure that
of oil money has to go through an
the diaspora is served”.
appropriation process.
The evening belonged to Bharrat Jagdeo,
“Not a single country, including
Guyana’s Vice-President. He arrived 15
Norway, which is the model, has such a
minutes before the event and greeted a
strong piece of legislation as Guyana,”
cross-section of Guyanese.
Jagdeo said.
Jagdeo (photo, left) with childhood friend Hafeez Ali from Rockaway Buffet; at right, he
Jagdeo welcomed the opportunity to
Oil and gas money will be spent on
addresses a packed Royal Empress Hall, below
bring Guyanese up to date with current events. He thanked
infrastructure and a world class education. The idea is to make
the diaspora for the critical role it played in helping the PPP to
university education free, and to offer more technical training.
return to office.
Then there is health care. A number of new hospitals are
He proceeded to give a picture, a summary of the
due for construction while others are to be upgraded. The
government’s performance in the past two years. He said that
government has managed Covid-19 well by opening up the
the recent visit by the Guyana delegation to Washington was
economy, and providing employment. It has also ramped up
part of a constructive dialogue on ways to develop the country.
health education and the vaccination drive.
The delegation was well-received, and there were high level
Jagdeo said that the Irfaan Ali government is one that is
discussions with senior officials in the administration.
hands-on and proactive. It has removed taxes on a host of
The key issue was to look out for Guyana’s interest.
items, has restored the cash grants for children, and those in
Jagdeo said that “the United States of America shares a lot
both public and private schools can now benefit.
of the values that we share in Guyana, including a free and
The mood of the meeting was upbeat. The attendees were
democratic society. The trip was about strengthening our
pleased to hear of the progress in the first two years of the
relations”.
administration.
have been deployed in the Amerindian sector, and other
There were other important considerations as well. One
Jagdeo was able to get his message across effectively. It goes
places.
such was support for Guyana in the border dispute with
without saying that the diaspora needs to be engaged on a
Jagdeo turned his attention to the oil and gas sector. He
Venezuela. The current US administration has sent a strong
more frequent basis.
said that this was another topic on the Washington agenda.
message on climate change. He said that Guyana has led in
Jagdeo’s vision for Guyana must be applauded. He has
The management of oil and gas funds is critical to the
its Low Carbon Development Strategy. The money accrued
promised aggressive messaging, and that is a positive policy as
development of Guyana.
has de-carbonised the energy sector, and a lot of the resources
Guyana moves forward.
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Religious parallel with Ramayana’s Shabari & Draupadi Murmu

By Dhanpaul Narine
he 15th President of India is Draupadi Murmu, a tribal
leader from Odisha. She is mindful of her village in
Uparbeda and her Santhal family background. She is
the second woman to become President, and the first from
a tribal community. Her list of achievements is long and
impressive.
According to reports, Murmu was a brilliant student in
primary and secondary schools. She caried this brilliance to
college. She graduated from Rama Devi Women’s University
in 1979 with her Bachelor’s degree. She then worked with
the Odisha government. In 1994, she became a teacher at
Aurobindo Integral Education Center, and was an effective
teacher and a disciplinarian.
Murmu’s calling was in public service. She told her
headmaster that she wanted to serve her community, and
politics seemed to be the way to achieving that goal. She was
approached in the 1990s by the Bharatiya Janata Party to take
up public service.
In 1997, Murmu was put up as a candidate for the
Rairangpur Municipal Council and was elected as a
Councillor. She took her job seriously, and was unafraid to get
into the trenches to solve civic, and other problems.
Her hands-on performance impressed Party officials, and in
2000, Murmu became an MP for the BJP, a feat she repeated
four years later. In 2015, she created history by becoming the
first woman from Odisha to be appointed as Governor of
Jharkand.
The road to success saw personal tragedies. Her sons
Lakshman and Sipun died young, and her husband Shyam
Charan died of a heart attack in 2014. Daughter, Itishree,
remains a strong supporter of her mother.
The tragedies led Murmu to religion and meditation.
According to one source, “She behaved at ease with everyone,
rarely getting flustered… but whenever she could, she would
immerse in spiritual activities, and meditation, and even today
is up very early in the morning for it”.
It is reported that she meditated with the Brahma Kumaris
to seek comfort and solace. She became a vegetarian in 2006,
and she likes to cook on special occasions.
Will Murmu act with a mind of her own? Those that know
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President Draupadi Murmu
her are confident that she will not allow partisan interests to
cloud her judgement.
She is the only Governor of Jharkand to complete the
full five-year term. It is argued that she should not be taken
for granted. She refused to give her consent when the chief
minister of the BJP wanted to amend the Tenancy Act. This
protected tribal land rights, and made it difficult for such
rights to be transferred outside of the community.
One of the first challenges that Murmu will face as
President is when the Forest Clearance Rules of 2022 are
laid before the Monsoon Session of Parliament. Tribal
villagers have long protested against the mining rights of big
corporations. A decade long “protest of tribal villagers against
Adani’s mining for the Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut Nigam Ltd. is
reaching a head”.
The protest had gained momentum recently, and has forced
the Chhattisgarrh government to issue orders in May 2022 to

halt “the felling of trees for the second phase of the mining for
Parsa East Kete Basan coal mine”.
There are also human rights issues to consider. It is stated
that in 2019 the V.K. Agrawal Enquiry Commission indicted
the security forces for killing 17 villagers in Sarkeguda, in the
district of Bijapur. The investigation took seven years, and to
date, no one has been charged. It is expected that as President
she will address these concerns.
There is a religious aspect to her appointment with a
historical dimension.
Valmiki tells us in the Ramayana that Shabari was a tribal
woman who wanted to learn about spirituality. It was said that
she was from the Santhal tribe. She was desperate for a guru,
but “none of the gurus accepted her because she came from a
tribal background”.
Finally, she found the ashram of the sage Matanga. He was
impressed with her devotion to God, and invited her into his
ashram, where she spent many years.
Guru Matanga said that her devotion would reap rich
rewards. An aged Shabari wanted to meet with Lord Rama.
Her guru asked her to be patient. She was devastated when
he died. She prayed, collected berries for the Lord, kept the
ashram clean, and waited.
After many years, Lord Rama arrived at her ashram.
Shabari was overjoyed. She ran to get fresh berries that she
shared with Lord Rama. He ate her jutha, and complimented
her for her love and devotion.
Several centuries later, another tribal woman, from
Shabari’s Santhal clan, has risen to become the President of
India.
Droupadi Murmu fought her way to get an education and
refused a salary when she secured a job as a school teacher
at the Sri Aurobindo Integral School. She has faced many
challenges, including the loss of her two sons and husband.
But she did not give up. She is praised for her “equanimity
in both happy and sad times, and her stoicism in the face of
tragedy”.
Both women broke barriers when the odds were stacked
up against them. Droupadi Murmu took office on July 25,
2022; spare a thought for Shabari, and the living text that is the
Ramayana.
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WRITERS’ FORUM

Caribbean Canadian Writers Group holds successful dual book launch

B

reaking out of its long Covid-19 lockdown block, the
Caribbean Canadian Writers Group last month staged
a successful dual book launch with a capacity audience
in attendance. The event took place on July 24, and was held at
the Tropical Nights Restaurant in Scarborough.
The event saw author Ram Jagessar introducing his
humorous and entertaining novel The Man Who Broke the
Lottery. Also at the podium was Ken Ramphal with his
blockbuster novel Seeram’s Illusions, and Rudy A.S. Gafur, with
his Stories From Guyana, A Collection of Jumbee Tales.
Chair of the session was Roop Misir. As Misir noted,
CariCan is a five person group of Canadians with Caribbean
roots, and which has produced ten books in the last decade.
The group also has four more book that are being prepared for
publication later this year. Its authors are Ramphal, Jagessar,
Misir, Gafur, and Harry Persaud.
“The CariCan group is opening up not only its program of
book launches, but is also reaching out to our community and
to potential authors in particular,” said Misir.
He added, “We want to see more people write it and
publish it, so that all can see we Caribbean people have been
here. These are our voices and our vision that will remain on
Amazon books for a very long time.”
Misir also noted that Jagessar has been promoting a
program to have Caribbean Canadian authors self-publish on
Amazon books at no cost, or very low cost.
Additionally, Misir said Jagessar wants these authors to
avoid printers posing as publishers that charge hundreds or
thousands of dollars, and then dump boxes of books that the
author cannot sell.
The consequence is the author takes a big financial loss, and
is usually discouraged from further writing projects. It was a
shame, Misir declared.
Speaking on his latest book, Jagessar said it was on the most
common Canadian fantasy, which was not to be a super hero,
a pop star, or a champion sports hero, but to win the lottery
jackpot worth millions, and then live the dream.
“Somebody like you or me: a Caribbean person living in
Toronto, who has been buying lotto tickets for 30 years, never
won anything big”, he added.
In Jagessar’s The Man Who Broke the Lottery, its protagonist,
Sunil, a mild-mannered Guyana-born accountant, and his wife
Sushila, win the big $50 million jackpot and race away into the

unknown country of lottery millionaires.
Sunil’s Trinidad-born buddy Ramesh tries to help him
navigate the highs and lows of the suddenly rich in a hilarious
and dangerous wild ride, as Sunil goes on to win more than
one jackpot to become ‘the man who broke the lottery’.
In his presentation, Ramphal revealed why Seeram’s
Illusions became a blockbuster hit, and is today among the
best authorial treatments of the burnings and riots that all but
destroyed Guyana in the 1960s, and drove many nationals out.
In Seeram’s Illusions, Canal #2 is a village of illusions, with
the young East Indian teacher Seeram hoping to steal the
heart of the luscious Lolita, and be lifelong friends with his
black friend Bryant.
The people of the two races harbour the illusion they can
live peacefully and escape the escalating racial and political
battles raging in distant Georgetown.
It never happens, and tragedy befalls the two young friends,
their parents, and the villagers in those dark days of the 1960s,
resulting in the hurried and painful exodus of the majority of
Guyanese to safer lands.
“It is not so much that Seeram’s illusions that are shattered,
but the illusions of one and all,” said Ramphal.
After the launch and the book signing, Jagessar and
Ramphal reached out to potential authors in the community
with concerns about getting publishers for their work.
Jagessar detailed CariCan’s program of “publishing without
financial pain”, which allows writers to publish on Amazon at
no cost to themselves.
He added that the group was also looking to learn from
published writers in the community about what they did right
and what they did wrong, and pass along this information to
authors and parties interested in writing.
This is something not done in the community before, and it
was way past time, Jagessar declared.
“I have edited 18 books, and seen them all self-published
on Amazon at low cost, or no cost, including the last seven
books from the CariCan group. Most people have at least
one book in them, and I want to see them get it out without
financial pain, and leave something behind in Canada to show
our presence here,” he concluded.
CariCan expects to bring off several more launches and
promotions this year. Jagessar can be reached at 416-289-9088,
or email ram.jagessar@gmail.com.

#7A-7 SUN PAC BLVD, BRAMPTON
ONTARIO, CANADA L6S 0E8
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ARTS & LITERATURE

Architect of his own destiny leads to a life of blessings
A Life of Blessings, Vidur Dindayal, StoryTerrace, 2022
“In March 1962, just a month after the riots, I arrived in
the UK – alone. I had to establish myself before my family followed.” Vidur Dindayal, A Life of Blessings.
A review by Romeo Kaseram
or his productive life that unfolds in the UK, Dindayal
opens his pivotal Chapter 9 using the passive voice. The
grammatical construction of the opening sentence above
appears intuitive, with emphasis on chronology in month and
year, then recall of the political instability and violence that
were taking place in Guyana.
He then intuitively elevates these two sentence components,
relegating his uprooting journey north to the passive voice, but
forcefully punctuating it with a poignant pronouncement of the
solitariness of arrival.
I read this opening as a foundational and pivotal moment
in A Life of Blessings. I am reminded of the 1912 painting,
The Enigma of Arrival and the Afternoon, by the metaphysical
painter, Giorgio de Chirico. It is a painting that is also foundational in V.S. Naipaul’s brooding novel, The Enigma of Arrival.
As Naipaul mused about the painting, it is “[a] classical
scene, Mediterranean, ancient-Roman — or so I saw it. A
wharf; in the background, beyond walls and gateways (like
cutouts), there is the top of the mast of an antique vessel; on
an otherwise deserted street in the foreground there are two
figures, both muffled, one perhaps the person who has arrived,
the other perhaps a native of the port. The scene is of desolation and mystery…”
This introductory sentence in Chapter 9 is quite close to capturing that enigma of arrival and its mystery, but in this story,
more the desolation, which Dindayal left behind in turbulent
Guyana, and which is notable in his aloneness upon arrival as a
new migrant in the UK in 1962.
It is pivotal because it is at this point where Dindayal’s
individual storyline acquires wider relevance to the diasporic
narrative of an exponential migrancy, where tens of thousands
of Guyanese nationals similarly left their homeland behind.
National trauma, the desire for a more fulfilling life, and many
other motivations, were among the triggers that activated the
impulse to drive Dindayal out of Guyana; along with tens of
thousands of Guyanese, who also came abroad.
As Dindayal’s individual narrative of his life’s achievements
unfolds in A Life of Blessings, his journey and settling abroad
undeniably become the UK’s gain. And to extend his narrative
into the exponential of many tens of thousands of similar journeys, that national and wider haemorrhage of Guyana’s human
capital, which today constitutes its diaspora, this too is to the
benefit and development of many foreign sites of re-settlement
following uprooting, as we note in concentrated locations in
Canada, the US, and of course, as Dindayal’s life’s journey
evidences, in the UK.
While Dindayal’s journey in the UK is instructive and inspirational, its start is undeniably rooted in Guyana, where in his
earlier chapters he recounts the family’s generational ascension
towards a better quality of life from what are presumably scions
that were historical, Indentured arrivals.

F

Vidur Dindayal
Earlier genealogical lineage does not appear to be the
author’s wider intent in this autobiographical account. Perhaps
there could have been an early chapter that offered a welcome
layer of additional ancestral and foundational context; however,
there is enough evidence that points to historical, originary
connectivity to the sugar plantations via antecedental rootedness in Indentureship.
We learn that Dindayal senior was born at Plantation Blairmont in Guyana, as was the author, who was born in 1934; and
that the marriage of the author’s parents was a consequence of
meeting at the sugar plantation.
Dindayal senior began making his way in the world. And it
was a difficult world, which at times brought draconian events,
the proverbial wolf at the front door, as travails for Dindayal’s
parents. As he writes when noting early episodes that reinforced the tenuousness of life, “Our world collapsed overnight”.
Poignant for its resonances are the texture and tonality of
Dindayal’s recall of how the young family faced, and coped
with these turbulences: there are injustices of man versus man;
and closer to home, he recalls the memories, still fresh in his
mind even at the time of writing in his 87th year, how as a child
misfortune entered their house without knocking to take away
core family members.
Yet the Dindayals thrived, at first in Blairmont, and later in
Rosignol, where Dindayal senior nurtured his incipient entry
into shopkeeping to become a successful businessperson. Later,
Dindayal’s elder brother, Raman, followed in their father’s footsteps, and set up shop in Regent Street, Georgetown.
This shop was looted in 1962 during the riots in Georgetown, with Dindayal recalling the trauma of his brother,
sister-in-law, and their children fleeing through the shop’s rear

entrance, clambering over a fence to be saved by neighbours,
even as the deadly, consuming violence forcibly chopped down
the front doors.
These riots were among the triggers of national precarity
that shook the Dindayals; consequently, as the pivotal second
sentence of Chapter 9 tells us, the author travelled abroad to
seek out a haven for himself and the family.
But there is another trigger that is consistently manifested
throughout the text as a subplot, which is Dindayal’s inner
latency, an itching flame of ambition, to acquire a profession
similar to his father and brother; not via the legacy of shopkeeping, but by independently drawing out his own life’s plans,
and then constructing an edifice representative of a career that
was shaped by his own two hands.
It was the UK’s gain, and Guyana’s loss, that Dindayal put
his talents, his driven heart, and an insatiable longing within
to forge out not one, but a few career paths. Despite its stress
points, such as Britain’s systemic racism, and the topsy-turvy
cultural turbulence of the Sixties, the UK prove to be more
propitious ground in which he thrived.
A husband back in Guyana, his wife Sabita and child
followed him abroad months later. As he notes in Chapter
10, “Our decision to remain in the UK was a good one, and
although I was sorry to have lived through the disruption of the
Guyanese riots, they nonetheless enabled Sabita and me to feel
grateful for the peace and stability we found in the UK.”
He adds, “When you’ve stared the alternatives in the face
and worried for your family’s health, their business prospects,
their whole lives, you feel a very acute sense of gratitude when
this is no longer the case”.
One of the fulfilling career paths Dindayal took in the UK
was becoming a respected architect. However, there were
other travelled roads on which he mapped out his longing to
make his own way in the world: a clerk at County Hall, which
triggered his decision to study to become an architect; then
a teacher and lecturer; a governor on the boards of primary
schools, were among his other key roles.
But in a crowning achievement in his new homeland, Dindayal served the Crown court as a Justice of the Peace, which
he fulfilled for just under two decades.
As he notes, “My world as a JP changed me, in the sense
that I began to see the effect of and feel immense pride in my
contributions. And it seemed to change some people around
me, too, who perhaps started to embrace me because of the
new responsibility I carried. I like to think I encouraged some
others to join me, especially other Asian men and women.”
Dindayal’s A Life of Blessings is inspiring and instructional.
This text itself should be celebrated as yet another significant
achievement, one of many legacies forged by an industrious,
determined, and independent protagonist who remains, indubitably, the architect of his own destiny.
However, another reading of A Life of Blessings offers up
a more poignant resonance: it is about Guyana’s loss of an El
Dorado that is its own people, notable in the enrichment that
Dindayal, and tens of thousands of Guyanese nationals in the
diaspora, are contributing in foreign spaces, and which they
could have done for the upliftment of the homeland, had their
early lives not taken such a deleterious turn in the south.

Genius of the Demerara window saw upswing in global usage

A

s the summer sun beats down on us, the world is
crying for some relief from climate change. Turning
back the pages of time, I remember Demerara
windows, in colonial British Guiana where I grew up in the
post World War II era.
Reportedly appearing in the 18th and 19th century in the
British colony, in Demerara, the windows took their name
from the county of Demerara. They are originally wooden,
shuttered, sash windows, with the shutter
hinged at the top, so it could be propped
open, sloping outward.
Bernard
They came in various sizes, but usually
Heydorn
about two feet wide and four feet long.
At the bottom of the window, is a shelf or
window sill with a container with ice or
water, or a potted plant, sitting on it. The
water or ice cools the warm air as it passes into the house from
outside.
These windows were originally found more in homes of the
wealthy, on upper floors, bedrooms, and the like. They are also
found in government and State buildings. The windows were
generally made of pine, thus less likely to swell in heat and
humidity. They were often made of 12 panes.
The design spread to the islands and other parts of the
Caribbean over time. After a while, the name came to be
generally applied simply to a window that opens outwards
from hinges at the top.
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yard, filled with rain water, if you were that fortunate.
I recently came across a cottage at Long Point Beach on the
We are lucky that we have potable town water where we live,
shores of Lake Erie, with Demerara windows, which brought
a rain barrel, and a well for garden water. We also have over a
back childhood memories.
hundred trees and bushes, large and small, young and old to
Over time, poor folks had Demerara style windows built
keep us cool here in the country. We are doing our part for the
in their humble, one room residences, sitting on one floor,
climate and our neighborhood.
on blocks close to the ground. From that vantage point, the
Actually, in the heat of the summer, our house which
residents could “spy” or “pimp” on what was happening out
is mainly in the shade, is several degrees cooler than the
on the street or at their neighbour, through a crack in the
unshaded outside area. We do have air
Demerara window.
conditioning, and a fan but only use them
When I was
occasionally. Our basement is usually
dating my wife-to-be,
close to freezing, day and night, in the
Vivienne, in Barbados,
middle of summer!
it was not unusual
The birds and yard “critters” also love
to see a crack open
it here, as my wife welcomes all creatures
across the street from
great and small.
a Demerara window,
In spite of those political and business
at any hour late at night, as I rode in with
Cottage at Long Point, Lake Erie leaders who continue to abuse our
her on my motorcycle!
with Demerara windows
environment, and our planet, who lie and
Some folks don’t know how to mind their
deny global warming, we want to leave our country and the
own business!
world a better place than we found it.
Middle and upper class homes also used their Demerara
Our ancestors used their genius as in the Demerara window,
windows for spying, in addition to cooling.
the goblet, and the like to survive in their time on earth. Each
In the olden days, the goblet containers that held the water
day, the sun also rises. Here on earth, God’s work must be our
in the Demerara windows were earthenware, hence they kept
own.
their cool.
If the creeks don’t rise and the sun still shines, I’ll be talking
In those days, you might get cool water at a standpipe on
to you. Walk good!
the street, or from a wooden vat, or a concrete cistern in your
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Residents burn tires to protest poor road conditions

Towering flames block roadway access during protests over bad roads

End of the road for patience as south residents blockade streets with fire
Port-of-Spain – Residents of Barrackpore,
Princes Town, and St Mary’s took to the streets
last week, staging fiery protests to draw the
government’s attention on their growing frustration over floods and potholed roads.
The protests saw the burning of logs, used
tires, and other flammable debris on main
streets. Also rotted pipes, derelict vehicles, and
abandoned appliances were used to block main
thoroughfares.
Police responded quickly to the blockades,
but despite the threat of arrests, the protests
escalated and spread further to other areas in
other southern districts, with residents participating from Gunness Trace, Rochard Douglas
Road, and Moruga Main Road, near La Lune
Village.
A trucker caught in one of the blockades
was on the way to deliver 10,000 tonnes of
poultry feed to a farmer Ramcharan Madho.
Said the truck driver: “I don’t know if to turn
back with this feed. I understand how they feel
because this road is really bad.”
Madho later said his poultry farm continues
to be adversely affected due to deplorable road
conditions.
“It is difficult for trucks to come in to deliver

feed and remove birds from the farm. The officers putting out the fires and removing the
truck drivers complain that the roads damage burning debris.
their trucks, and it is an extra expense to come
Speaking with the media following the
in by me,” he said.
protests, Claxton Bay
He further noted, “If
Taxi Drivers’ Association
feed is not being delivered,
president Nizam Ali called
then my business suffers.”
for better co-ordination
Meanwhile, more blockbetween the Water and
ades were erected later
Sewerage Association and
last week after nationals
the Ministry of Works.
reacted to comments made
According to Ali, too
by Works Minister Rohan
often roads were being dug
Sinanan.
up by either government
As
was
reported,
department, and which
Sinanan said the governwere not fully repaired folment had no money to
lowing road works.
repair all bad roads in
The high cost of vehicle
Trinidad and Tobago. His
maintenance was unbearcomment drew the ire of
able from navigating these
Rohan Sinanan
residents in Claxton Bay,
bad roads, he said.
Moruga, and Cachipe and La Lune villages in
“We fed up see the road dig up and left with
Moruga.
potholes. We want to see the road fixed now,”
Residents there responded by setting debris he declared.
ablaze across the main roads, with each conAnother taxi driver, Sheldon Mahabir, called
flagration sending up thick plumes of black on the government to do better.
smoke that affected visibility and air quality.
Last month Sinanan said that while he
The police response to these protests saw understands why some citizens resort to pro-

Crime changed after July, 1990: Weekes

Port-of-Spain – The attempted coup d’etat devastating increase post-1990, and I do not
of July 27, 1990 and events afterwards continue believe that to be a mere coincidence.”
to ripple and influence the nature of crime in
She also cautioned about fading memories.
Trinidad and Tobago today, President Paula“While many people certainly remember
Mae Weekes said last week.
that there was an attempted coup d’etat, what
Her observation was made during acknowl- appears to have faded from the national conedgement of the 32nd
sciousness are the feelings
anniversary of the trauof outrage and indignamatic, national event. She
tion that armed criminals
also noted her view was in
robbed innocent people of
agreement with the conclutheir lives, property, and
sion of the Commission of
livelihoods, and caused
Enquiry that was later held.
untold harm to their sense
At the time, Weekes was
of security and peace of
addressing the police Code
mind.”
727 film screening award
The events of July 27,
ceremony, which show1990 must never be forgotcased different accounts of
ten, she declared.
the events of 1990.
“Let not our national
The findings of the CoE
penchant for short memwas laid in the House of
ories condemn us to a
Representatives on March
repeat of the tragic past,”
14, 2014, by then prime
she cautioned, adding that
minister Kamla Persadno one over 35 should forPaula-Mae Weekes
Bissessar.
get where they were on
Weekes said in the conclusion of its report, July 27, 1990.
the CoE indicated that “the burgeoning crime
Weekes suggested creation of a museum to
and the changing nature of contemporary commemorate the attempted coup d’etat, and
crime in Trinidad and Tobago have their ori- the people who were killed.
gins in the events of 1990 and the aftermath
“Such an undertaking will not come cheap,
thereof.”
but it will be worth it, particularly when one
She was in agreement with this view, she considers the messaging, obvious and subsaid.
liminal, that will be conveyed to the otherwise
“Having worked in the field of criminal law unmindful.”
consistently from 1982 to 1996, I am of the
She also noted it remains a national disgrace
same view: that violent crime, in particular that 32 years after the event, 15 of its victims
robbery and murder, saw a significant and are still nameless.

18

tests to agitate for better road conditions, his
ministry did not have the funds to repair all
the nation’s roads.
“I understand why they will protest. Some
of our roads are really not in the condition we
would like to see it, but the ministry does have
a plan and a programme based on the availability of funding. We have done close to 300
projects for the year so far,” Sinanan said.
He said the country’s ageing infrastructure and inclement weather were making road
repair projects more difficult to carry out.
“Most of our infrastructure is over 60 years
old, and that is why we are having so many
landslips,” he said.
He sought to assure citizens that while the
ministry may not have all the money it needs
to repair roads, there were contingency plans
in place.
“Unfortunately, everything can’t be done
at the same time, but we are putting things
in place. We have just brought on 25 small
contractors to help us with the localised holes
in the road, and then you have the PURE unit
which continues to do the road paving, so we
are doing what we can do, based on the funding available to us,” he said.

Women police officers on foot patrol in PoS late last month

Robberies decrease in PoS, police say

Port-of-Spain – The decrease in robberies in the Port-of-Spain area is the result of
increased police present via foot patrols, the
Trinidad and Tobago Police Service claimed
last week.
The increased foot patrols were the result of
a meeting among Chinese Embassy officials,
Acting Commissioner of Police McDonald
Jacob, and National Security Minister
Fitzgerald Hinds in February this year.
The meeting was in response to several
Chinese establishments on Charlotte Street
in Port-of-Spain being targeted by bandits.
In a series of robberies, at least six Chinese
establishments were robbed by a group of six
to ten men.
According to CCTV footage, the robberies
showed masked men walking into a store and
demanding the cashier open the register. They
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then filled their pockets with cash, and left
with cigarettes and alcohol.
Police later said several arrests were made,
but there were no positive identifications.
According to Senior Superintendent of the
Port-of-Spain Division, Neil Brandon John,
information suggested that some of the robbers
were from neighbouring communities.
Following the meeting with the Chinese
Embassy and government officials, a decision
was made for the Municipal police to collaborate with the Defence Force to conduct foot
patrols in an attempt to protect businesses.
According to John, this move has caused the
robberies to stop altogether.
Meanwhile, police are now dealing with
delivery truck robberies on George Street, with
an officer saying last week that a number of
“detections and prosecutions” have been made.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

OWTU, GAWU to share
knowledge & experience

Father Chatram Sampat, with mom, Shanty, & Sanjay at centre

Sanjay responding to treatment, needs our help
From Page 1
from nationals back home have helped him to keep a positive
spirit.
It helped tremendously as he underwent the intense chemotherapy sessions, he stated.
Once he beats the cancer, Sanjay said he plans to use the rest
of his life to help other cancer victims.
“When all this is over, and I am at least three quarters recovered, I want to help the cancer community, giving talks, and letting people know the alternatives, and to never give up,” he said.
Speaking with the Trinidad Guardian, brother Donald said
he was grateful for the progress Sampat was making.
“He had two doses of chemotherapy, and is on some light
chemotherapy via injections. His blood count levels and plate-

lets have been recuperating very well, and are almost back to
normal,” Donald said.
He added, “Sanjay is speaking better… The treatment is going
very well.”
Donald said the family paid out the balance for the first sessions of treatment, and are now trying to raise (US) $35,000 to
pay for the bone marrow surgery.
The family has five more weeks to raise the money, he said.
Fundraisers are now underway in Trinidad and Tobago. The
family can be contacted by telephone at 1-868-388-7029; 1-868715-1126; or 1-868-792-2134.
Donations can also be made at FundMeTnT; or deposits
made at RBC savings AC#100096170742097; or Republic Bank
Savings Account #470021929731.

UNC holding T&T together says John
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago would already have Rowley had claimed earlier that the schools were a gateway to
descended into anarchy had the UNC not been championing for gangs and criminality.
John added that under Rowley, and Education Minister Dr
change and challenging the government, UNC deputy political
Nyan Gadsby-Dolly, children were failing in school, with the
leader Jearlean John claimed last week.
government blaming all the woes being
According to John, the UNC was the
faced by the country on Covid-19.
one force standing between the country
John also addressed the issue of
and chaos.
Cabinet ministers recusing themselves
“I have come to the firm conclusion
during government discussions. She
that the only institutions or persons
noted that Energy Minister Stuart Young
standing between us and total anarchy is
recused himself from Cabinet deliberathe UNC, led by Kamla Persad-Bissessar,
tions 98 times during his seven years in
and the Privy Council. They start to
Cabinet.
attack, suddenly their eyes are on it with
Young was the “Chief Recuser”, John
laser focus – but we are not going to
said, while adding that Local Government
allow this bunch of carpetbaggers to get
Minister Faris Al-Rawi recused himself
through,” John said at a public meeting
58 times in that period.
last week.
She also focused attention on Young,
She added that the UNC has been
who recused himself after NCB Financial
advocating for the people on several
Group or NCB Merchant Bank (Trinidad
issues, including children, but does not
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
and Tobago) Ltd were mentioned. Young’s
have any power to effect change.
“All we could do is advocate, and we talk about it ad nau- brother Angus is the managing director of NCB Merchant Bank.
“The PNM government showed us who they were the first
seam. Why things that make sense to everybody else, makes no
time, the first term. They just don’t care!”
sense to the PNM? Anything that makes
she said, adding that the motto of the
sense, makes no sense to them because it
PNM is “Greed works”.
does not involve a Cabinet note, inside a
She said over 200 recusals in the past
Cabinet room, to get something.”
seven years by different Cabinet memShe chastised the government for its
bers meant there was some sort of backhandling of remedial classes for which
door deal that allowed them to benefit
2,700 of the 9,000 students who scored
financially.
below 50 percent in the Secondary
John stated that the time was now
Entrance Assessment registered. She said
for nationals to stand up for integrity,
the children need care and attention,
and the only way to fix crime, and by
which the UNC was giving them before
extension the country, was for “this lazy,
2015, when the PNM came into power.
doltish, immoral government to get out
“Kamla
Persad-Bissessar
cares
of the way”.
about this country. She cares about the
Whatever the government was doing
Constitution, and we have to say, ‘Thank
is not working, she declared.
God for Kamla, the UNC, and the Privy
Jearlean John
“There is nobody standing (up for
Council’. Other than that, this place gone,
the country). Everybody just weighed down by the weight of
because every institution has collapsed,” John maintained.
It was unacceptable that so many of the children did not sign their pockets. Nobody is standing for the people, and for the
Constitution, and for the rule of law, and for hope. Nobody
up for the classes, John stated.
She also called on [Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley] to is standing – but they want to kill Kamla because she has the
address the challenges being faced by schools. As John noted, strength to speak out,” John thundered.
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Port-of-Spain – A memorandum of understanding to facilitate the sharing of knowledge and experience was signed last
week between the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union and the
Guyana Agricultural and General Workers Union.
As Guyana’s oil industry grows, GAWU is seeking to become
the recognised majority union in its burgeoning oil and gas
sector.
The signing took place at the OWTU’s south Trinidad office,
and was conducted by its president general Ancel Roget, and the
president of GAWU, Seepaul Narine.
Roget declared that both unions have always shared a good
relationship together.
He said, “Both unions have always maintained that workers ought to be central
to national and regional
development. And it
stands to reason that
with the recent development of the oil and
gas sector in Guyana,
that they would turn to
their brother union for
advice, counsel, support and direction; and
of course training and
development.”
He added that
Trinidad and Tobago
was developed primarSeepaul Narine
ily by workers in the
oil and gas sector, and that is why the OWTU sought to ensure
getting the best representation and benefits.
“It wasn’t an easy task. It is still not an easy task because today
there is an attempt to roll back all of those benefits. We’re saying
that the workers are the ones responsible for turning the wheels
of the economy, and therefore those workers ought to benefit
substantially, and we maintain that,” he said.
“And so too… give our overwhelming support to our brother
union in Guyana to ensure like us, over a very quick period of
time, the workers will benefit from the wealth of the country;
not just the multinationals.”
Narine said since the forming of the oil and gas branch of
GAWU a year ago, the union has been seeking and receiving
assistance from the OWTU.
He revealed that GAWU has received assistance from the
Ministry of Labour in resolving some of the issues, but this was
not a permanent solution.
“It is only unionisation that will be able to take the workers
out of their difficulties,” he said.
He added, “So, even though we were talking to [Guyana’s]
Minister of Labour, and we were able to have a lot of matters
resolved, it is not the answer. The answer is unionisation. And
we recognise that very clearly, and we are making efforts to have
that happen.”

T&T places 2K monkeypox
vaccines order with PAHO

Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago last week placed an
order with the Pan American Health Organisation to secure
2,000 monkeypox vaccines, the Ministry of Health announced.
According to the ministry, the move is part of mitigation and
preparation efforts in anticipation of the arrival of the monkeypox virus in Trinidad and Tobago. There was no confirmed date
of arrival of the vaccines from PAHO.
However, the ministry advised that the public will be
informed as soon as more information is available regarding the
arrival of the vaccines.
Nationals were also reminded about the main symptoms of
monkeypox, which are fever, rash, and swollen lymph nodes.
The virus is transmitted to humans through close contact
with an infected person, or animal or contaminated material
such as bedding. It can also be transferred from one person to
another by close contact with lesions, body fluids, and respiratory droplets.
The ministry also advised nationals to visit the nearest health
care provider if contact was made with someone who had
recently travelled from a location where cases have been detected, and if this person was exhibiting monkeypox symptoms.
On June 23 the Ministry of Health declared monkeypox a
dangerous infectious disease.
Based on the World Health Organisation’s guidelines,
Trinidad and Tobago is among Group 1 countries, which refers
to states with no history of monkeypox in the human population, or not having detected a case of monkeypox for over 21
days.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Lack of hunger means no
appetite for success, fame

A

fter watching the old Amitabh
Bachchan blockbuster Deewar (1975),
the first thought that came to mind
was that a key reason why most Bollywood
movies are crap is because the people involved
in them – the actors, story/screenplay writers,
directors, producers et al are not hungry
(there’s of course the matter of many of them
lacking any talent whatsoever).
Most of the current lot in Bollywood
(Abhishek Bachchan, Kareena Kapoor,
Sanjay Dutt, Tushar Kapoor, Fardeen Khan
et al) either come from film families, or like
Amitabh Bachchan, Shahrukh Khan, and
Akshay Kumar have tasted enough success/
fame to last several lifetimes.
In either case, they lack the hunger for
money, fame, and success that drives talent
(even of the middling kind) to soar to great
heights.
Directed by Yash Chopra, Deewar was
made when Amitabh Bachchan had still not
reached his prime. And that shows in his fine
performance.
If Amitabh Bachchan is remembered for
just one film in his long career, it’s for his solid
portrayal of a negative role in Deewar.
Kudos to director Yash Chopra for

delivering a great entertainer.
Amitabh’s co-star in the movie Shashi
Kapoor was born in the film world, and had
little hunger to rise high. And that shows in
his pathetic performance in the film. What a
buffoon.
Mercifully, Neetu Singh and Parveen Babi
have small roles, and are completely irrelevant
to the film. Both are plain awful.
As for the late Nirupa Roy, who plays
the mother to Amitabh Bachchan and Shasi
Kapoor, the less said about her performance
the better.
Like many movies in the 1970s, Deewar
is the story of two brothers Vijay Verma
(Amitabh Bachchan) and Ravi Verma (Shashi
Kapoor).
They grow up amidst much tribulations
and, as fate would have it, end up on different
sides of the law.
One of them becomes a smuggler and the
other a policeman, setting the stage for the
buildup of high tension and the inevitable
denouement.
Famous Dialogues
Some of the most famous dialogues in
Hindi movies, yes, we said most famous, are

Kapoor as Ravi Verma, with brother Vijay Verma, played by Bachchan in Deewar
from Deewar.
Who can forget little Vijay (working as a
shoeshiner) telling one of his customers: Saab,
hum boot-polish karte hain. Koi bheek nahin
mangta. Paise utakar hath me dho – I polish
shoes. I don’t beg. Pick up that coin and hand
it to me.
Or the conversation between the grown-up
Vijay and Ravi in the dark, under the bridge
and on the pavement that was once their
home:
Vijay – Aaj mere paas building hai, property
hai, bank balance hai, bungalow hai, gaadi hai.
Kya hai tumhari paas – I possess buildings,
property, bank balance, bungalows and cars,

what do you have?
Ravi – Mere paas mai hai – I have mother.
Sadly, in the above confrontation between
the two brothers, Shashi Kapoor is completely
inadequate.
As he is in the entire movie.
It’s Amitabh’s performance as the angryyoung man, seared badly by the fire of his
childhood memories, that salvages this movie.
R.D. Burman’s music is not bad, but
definitely not stellar. Maine tuje and Kahedu
tumhe were our favourite songs.
More than three decades after its release,
Yash Chopra’s Deewar is still worth a dekho.
(searchindia.com)

By Sampada Sharma
he contemporary audience of Hindi
cinema might not be very familiar
with the works of Mumtaz and Rajesh
Khanna, as both these stars did not continue
to work in movies until their later ages.
But those who have a fair bit of interest in
the films of the 1970s will know that there
wasn’t a more successful pair than Kaka and
Mumtaz in those years. The films they did
together were almost always blockbusters, so
much so that when Mumtaz eventually left the
film business in 1977, Rajesh was deeply upset
as he had lost his best on-screen partner. The
two starred in many popular films at the time,
and one of those massively popular films was
J. Om Prakash’s Aap Ki Kasam.
For the unversed, Aap Ki Kasam is as
mainstream as Hindi cinema could get in
those days, yet it manages to talk about
relationships in a delicate way. The film’s
central plot is about a newly married
couple, Kamal (played by Khanna) and
Sunita (Mumtaz), who move into a new
neighbourhood. One of their neighbours and
Kamal’s old friend, Mohan (played by Sanjeev
Kumar), is going through a rough patch in his
marriage. As Mohan starts visiting Kamal and
Sunita’s home, Kamal starts suspecting that his

wife and friend might be having an affair.
In a significant scene, where Mumtaz
shines, Kamal asks Sunita about her affair. She
denies the accusation and decides to leave the
house. She is well aware that no matter what
she might say in that moment, Kamal will
never believe her and she is right. Kamal ends
up divorcing her, and as a viewer, it is almost
impossible to empathise with him.
It’s borderline hurtful to watch him ruin
his near-perfect marriage because he has an
unfounded assumption about his wife. The
lack of faith in their relationship is what
causes their ultimate downfall, and by this
time, when he walks endlessly to one of
Anand Bakshi’s best creations Zindagi Ke
Safar Mein, it forces the viewer to appreciate
the opportunities that still exist, because one
doesn’t always get second chances in life
Mumtaz and Rajesh Khanna’s characters
don’t get their happily ever after in Aap
Ki Kasam, which leaves a certain sense of
longing in the viewer. The film has a lasting
effect, and that is mainly because it does not
pander to the idea that life is an endless pool
of opportunities. Aap Ki Kasam might not be
the most forward-thinking film of its time,
but it certainly was one of the most unique
mainstream films that came out of this era.

who is macho and at the same time he is so
graceful while he dances. So I adore his dance
style. Even when I compose music for him,
all the adulation that I have had for him since
childhood helps me in making music for him
because I know which music will suit what
step, and how he will do it so perfectly.”
He added, “Apart from him, I am also a
huge fan of Prabhu Dheva master. During my
school days, I used to dress up like him, and
imitate his style of dancing. So it was fortunate
for me that I got a chance to work with him
and compose songs for his directorial. He also
made me act in one of his songs. Even today
we exchange messages and phone calls. It feels
great when people of such stature are in touch
with you.”

Devi Shri Prasad

Notable realism in Aap Ki Kasam

T

Mumtaz & Khanna in Aap Ki Kasam

Michael Jackson, Chiranjeevi among Devi’s megastar idols

D

evi Sri Prasad, who is still basking in
the glory of Pushpa – The Rise is all
set to treat his fans with a new dose
of music. The music composer, before making
his acting debut in films, will soon release
some of his own music videos, where his fans
will see him dance and sing at the same time.
“A lot of people are giving me offers and
now I am also looking at some subjects to
make my acting debut. But before that, very
soon, the audience will get to see my music
video, dance videos, and concept videos,
which are almost ready and will be out next
month,” Devi said.
Though he did cameo appearances in his
own songs, he always distanced himself from
taking up full-fledged roles in films.

“Due to my on-screen presence and stage
performances, I always have been getting a
lot of offers to act, but somehow due to my
love for music, I am unable to step out of the
studio and do all that stuff. But this pandemic
has given me space to think about a lot of
things. In fact, when I did Dhinka Chika
Daddy Mummy, I got a lot of Bollywood
offers too, but I never took that up and I kept
doing Tamil and Telugu films. But during this
pandemic, I felt that I should also do more
Bollywood music,” Devi said.
Asked about his idol and one person he
looks up to, he quipped, “Micheal Jackson is
my idol, but I grew up watching Chiranjeevi
sir, and I like his dance style. I am a huge
fan of the megastar because he is one hero
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Time to break male gaze stereotyping of Indian women in movies
By Tejaswi Subramanian
or an Indian woman in the spotlight,
it seems near impossible to escape the
male gaze. Female protagonists are often
depicted as objects of desire: sexy, playful, coy,
flirty, decidedly feminine. Many a time they are
arm candy, or props to the narratives of men.
The spectrum of female archetypes
available for the women of the Indian film
industry is painfully limited. Any exploration
beyond this realm is deemed an ‘art film’, or
the character is treated as an outlier, often a
comic relief or the very obvious object of nondesire from the men – think Anjali in the first
half of Kuch Kuch Hota Hai or Sanjana in the
first half of Main Hoon Na.
Obviously if the women were to remain
relevant for the second half, they had to
transform into something more ‘appealing’.
Other times, she is the muse, inspiring feelings
of protection, admiration, and affection.
These sentiments are then hurled at the muse,
who is often shown to yield to it – think Ms
Chandini in Main Hoon Na or Tamizhselvi in
Rajni-starrer Sivaji.
At the end of the day, what women must
want is to merge with the one man that they
love. Else, there is the ‘ambitious’ woman who
has all but buried her femininity. There is no
two ways about it.
When the talent is this ‘disposable’ and
objectified on screen, then one can only
imagine how they are treated off-screen.
The male gaze is an oversimplified lens that
views the world from a hypermasculine,
heteronormative point of view. Things are
black or white, masculine or feminine,
powerful or surrendering. It sees anything
‘feminine’ as something to be hounded,
bludgeoned with projected emotions,
possessed, guarded like chattel, and won over
like an endgame. And when rejected, the ‘Red
Pill’ mentality disses the feminine for being

F

unable to give the ‘man’ unconditional love,
something that ‘he’ is entitled to.
My usage of male pronouns here is
not targeted at men in general, but the
hypermasculine men who are portrayed and
worshipped in Indian movies. On the other
hand, only gamine women or sex sirens are the
kind of women who usually receive the kind
of fan following that actors do – a telling trend
in itself. The estimation is that the audience is
predominantly male, looking for reassurance
about their traditional sense of masculinity in
a rather emasculating world. The outcome is
not emotional reflection or vulnerability, but a
retreat to the dreamy world of Indian movies.
When actors are worshipped for their
hypermasculine on-screen presence, their
brand swells. Their life begins to imitate their
art. It can blur lines. When their onscreen
personas translate into off-screen wealth,
they become revered in more ways than one.
Their faults and shortcomings are covered
up, as more and more stakeholders become
financially invested in them.
I see a similar issue in the Malayalam film
industry where Janpriya Nayagan Dileep had
a beloved on-screen presence and a brand that
was family-friendly since the days of Meesa
Madhavan.
Suddenly tarnished by allegations of extramarital affair, he reportedly went after a noted
actress and conspired for her to be sexually
assaulted and intimidated.
While the Association of Malayalm
Movie Artists initially shunned him through
suspension, his clout emerged a year later when
he was inducted back into the union. When
the victim and other women, who were also
members of the AMMA protested and quit
over the issue, the justification was that the
decision was taken unanimously at a general
body meeting where they were coincidentally
absent.
On the other hand, despite the charges

Ajax Crematorium & Visitation Centre

against Dileep, even in the heat of the scandal
mid-2017, the Kerala Film Exhibitors’ United
Organisation, a union that Dileep was
instrumental in founding and establishing,
insisted that he should be their President.
When he reportedly refused due to the
circumstances, the elected President openly
stated that his role was temporary, and that it
was just a vacancy he was filling until Dileep
could return to business-as-usual.
It almost seems like an ostrich’s reaction to a
hard situation. Dunk your head into a hole and
pretend the world is as ignorant as you are.
Meanwhile in Bollywood, several artistes
have alluded to the existence of the casting
couch. In recent years, pictures have emerged
from the 1950s where women were stripped
and examined before they were cast in films.
Even male artistes like Ranveer Singh and
Irffan Khan (who was later accused of sexual
abuse himself) have admitted that they were
sexually propositioned when they were trying
to find work in their early days in the industry.
The treatment that whistleblowers get in
the Indian film industry reminds me of the
infamous movie Jaani Dushman that was made
the butt of jokes in Kanan Gill and Biswa
Kalyan Rath’s episode for their YouTube series,
Pretentious Movie Reviews.
In the movie, the perpetrators try to rape a
woman, and instead of criminal action, they
are sent to ask the woman for forgiveness. The
woman, portrayed by Manisha Koirala, is then
peer-pressured into forgiving them.
What is noteworthy is the cast that plays
these roles: big industry names like Sonu
Nigam, Akshay Kumar, Sunil Shetty. Since
the movie’s plot is not worth protecting, here’s
how things turn out: Koirala’s character gets
revenge by turning into a naagin, because
that’s how absurd things have to get before the
crime is recognised for what it really is, instead
of seeing it like some petulant child’s honest
mistake.

Asking for forgiveness and complimenting
the woman’s good looks after trying to take
sexual advantage of her seems to be the socially
accepted way of atoning such mistakes. Or
at least, that’s what Saroj Khan seemed to
suggest when she made the comment about
how the industry does not ‘abandon’ you after
subjecting you to the casting couch.
While the men may get hypermasculine
roles, or are made the stars of the narrative, it
is rare that the women get such meaty roles or
paychecks. So breadcrumbs and peanuts are
to suffice as the solace one gets after enduring
such trauma.
With movies like Lust Stories, Lipstick Under
My Burkha, and Angry Indian Goddesses,
women’s stories about sexuality are being
explored in recent times in the Hindi film
industry.
Friends tell me that some of the shows in
Tamil created for online subscription services
like Amazon Prime are embracing a wider
narrative as well. However, sexuality is hardly
the only premise from which a woman’s
perspective matters. Parenting, adventure,
politics, existentialism, psychological angst –
there are so many more emotions that women
feel that have near-to-nothing to do with men.
Stereotypes need to be broken on-screen for
shackles to be broken off-screen.
When asked about the importance of the
representation of women on-screen, Meghna
Chaudhury, is a learning experience designer,
and the founder of The Irrelevant Project, said:
“[In] a survey with children about whether
women can be race car drivers, 80 percent
of the children said no. Their reasons were
as simple as ‘women are not strong enough’.”
However, there was one child who had seen
Herbie: Fully Loaded (with Lindsay Lohan),
the movie, and was vehemently against
this common opinion. While this is a small
instance, it is important to note the influence of
cinema’s representation of women on children.”
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India’s selectors meet to ponder Asia Cup

I

As Cricbuzz noted, it seems quite apparent that all of India’s
t appears the decision-making for India’s 15-man squad for
the three ODIs against Zimbabwe was as easy as a cover stalwarts will be back for the Asia Cup: Virat Kohli, Jasprit
drive to the boundary when the selectors met virtually late Bumrah, with K.L. Rahul included. The three are not on the
T20I squad currently playing the
last week.
West Indies, mainly due to personal
However, as Cricbuzz has since
and health reasons.
reported, the selector’s choices for
Last week the selectors spent
the squad may see them on a sticky
some time discussing Rahul’s fitwicket this weekend, when they
ness. According to Cricbuzz, he has
meet to choose the players for the
not fully recovered from a Covid-19
Asia Cup.
infection. However, he is expected
Deadline to announce the team
to be fit for the Asia Cup.
for the Asia Cup is August 8.
The Asia cup was relocated to
However, as Cricbuzz further
the UAE from Sri Lanka recently
reported, it can be said with a degree
by the Asian Cricket Council. The
of certainty that the team picked for
tournament is set to send down its
the Asia Cup will almost be the
first over on August 27, with the
same that will travel to Australia
final match scheduled to be held on
for the Twenty20 World Cup in
September 11.
October-November.
With the selectors expected to
Of course, this scenario discounts
announce the team for the Asia
injuries, and other exigencies, that
Cup on August 8, the Twenty20
may crop up in the months ahead.
World Cup aspirants must perform
Also, it appears the same set of
well against the West Indies in the
players will also feature in the six
K.L. Rahul
T20I games against Australia and South Africa come September remaining T20I games in the Caribbean to get the go-ahead
and October, as it seems the selectors want to give the team a nod. The Caribbean tour ends with the final T20I on August 7
in Florida, US.
sufficient number of games to play in ahead of the World Cup.

Cricket Scotland rocked by racism report

A

report into racism in Scottish cricket has been described shared with Police Scotland as potential hate crimes, and others
as “the most devastating verdict to be delivered on may be referred to the police in the future, the Guardian said.
any sporting institution in the United Kingdom”, the
In addition, many participants who had “clearly witnessed
Guardian reported late last month.
or experienced racism” have chosen not to proceed with the
The authors of the report
process.
orty-eight hours following the publication of the
also described their findings
In 325 responses to an
racism report that shook Scottish cricket, The
as a “a wake-up call for all
anonymous survey, a further
Observer reported that Qasim Sheikh and Majid
of Scottish sport”, even as it
122 examples of people seeing,
Haq went to watch the match between Scotland and New
detailed 448 examples of instihearing or being made aware
Zealand in Edinburgh. It was entering the lion’s den, Simon
tutional racism at Cricket
of racism were detailed, and
Burnton wrote.
Scotland. The report was comanother 49 of prejudice on the
It was the decision by these two former international
piled by the charity Plan4Sport.
grounds of religion.
players to go public with their experiences of discriminaAs the Guardian reported
Of those 325 participants,
tion that prompted the damning report. At Edinburgh they
late last month, the report
34 percent had personally
were among many of the people whose behaviour led the
concluded that of 31 indicaexperienced racial discrimireport’s authors to their excoriating conclusions.
tors of good practice, Cricket
nation, and 62 percent were
As Burnton wrote, by visiting Edinburgh, both Sheikh
Scotland failed to meet 29, and
aware of specific incidents of
and Haq had gone pubfully satisfied none.
racism, inequality, or discrimilic again, the first time
The entire Cricket Scotland
nation.
triggered by having
board resigned last month in
In addition to prejudice on
seen their complaints,
advance of the report’s publithe grounds of race, gender,
which were made
cation. It also released a joint
religion and nationality, the
during their playstatement apologising “to
report’s authors also found
ing careers, have little
everyone who has experienced
grounds for “concern over
impact.
racism, or any other form of
the perceived bias towards
Said Sheikh: “It was
discrimination, in cricket in
the recruitment of players
quite a nerve-racking
Scotland”.
from public schools over State
experience walking
The report was prompted by
schools”.
into the ground. All
two former international playOpaque selection processes
eyes were on us as we
ers, Qasim Sheikh and Majid
for national teams at all levcame in, and I didn’t
Qasim Sheikh
Haq. Following the exit of the
els was a constant issue, while
know how people would respond to us. If I’m honest, the
board, Aamer Anwar, lawyer
the board of Cricket Scotland
first half an hour in the ground was quite weird. You could
for Sheikh and Haq, said the
was described as being “only
see people were on eggshells, which I can understand.”
apology was “too little and too
concerned about the men’s
He added, “As the day went on, a lot of them stared
late”, adding that the board’s
national squad, and [having]
in silence. Many people we’ve known for many years just
resignation was “the cowardly
no interest or oversight on any
walked straight past us. But more people started coming
option, meaning… there is
other part of cricket”.
up, and there was real compassion shown.”
nobody to answer for their failThe report also found that
Mark Watt and Chris Sole were the first two players to
ure of leadership”.
not only was Cricket Scotland
come out to shake hands, Sheikh said.
Chief
Executive
of
not trusted to manage allega“They stood with us for a good amount of time, and we
Sportscotland Stewart Harris
tions of racism effectively, sevhad some laughs. Gradually more and more of the national
described the report’s conclueral of the allegations “had not
team players came over and showed some solidarity. That’s
sions as “deeply concerning
been investigated at all”.
been lacking up to now.”
and in some cases shocking”.
Managing director of
He added, “I went to the ground not sure if I should be
Also last month, Gordon
Plan4Sport Louise Tideswell
there. I was asked: ‘Was I just there to embarrass people?’
Arthur pledged to “address
declared it was clear that the
In the end I think it was a very important day. The folthe past, repair the sport,
“governance and leadership
lowing morning, I woke up to 30-odd messages from
and ensure history does not
practices of Cricket Scotland
influential people in Scottish cricket, who are starting to
repeat itself ”. Arthur took over
have been institutionally raccome forward. But it’s absolutely not just about me and
as Cricket Scotland’s interim
ist”.
Majid – there are many people who have suffered, and they
Chief Executive last month.
She added: “Over the review
all deserve to have these kinds of conversations. They all
Meanwhile, Sportscotland
period we have seen the bravdeserve to be healed.”
has been urged to place Cricket
ery of so many people coming
Scotland in special measures
forward to share their stories
while it undergoes a complete reorganisation.
which had clearly impacted on their lives… The reality is that
Following the review, 31 allegations of racism against 15 the leadership of the organisation failed to see the problems,
people, two clubs, and one regional association were referred and, in failing to do so, enabled a culture of racially aggravated
for continued investigation. Also, some of the allegations were microaggressions to develop.”

F
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Kane Williamson

Senior NZ players for WI tour

N

ew Zealand last month picked a full-strength squad for
the white-ball tour of the West Indies, with six senior
players including captain Kane Williamson returning
after resting for the latter parts of the tour of Europe, the cricket
site ESPNcricinfo reported.
Williamson, Trent Boult, Devon Conway and Tim Southee
all returned following the three-match Test series in England
which ended in late June.
Tom Latham followed after captaining the side in the ODI
series in Ireland. Matt Henry’s tour also ended after the Ireland
ODIs, following which he left the squad to play for Kent in
county cricket.
All of these players are now headed to the Caribbean, with
the selectors naming the same 15-member squad for both the
T20I and ODI legs.
The tour bowls off with three T20Is in Jamaica, starting
August 10, followed by three ODIs in Barbados.
New Zealand’s preparations for the T20 World Cup in
Australia in October is also in full swing, ESPNcricinfo reported.
According to the report, some of its senior players will return
to white-ball cricket after significant gaps.
Williamson’s case has been particularly extreme, and was due
to a combination of being rested and suffering from persistent
injuries. His last T20I was the final of last year’s T20 World Cup,
which New Zealand lost to Australia. His last ODI was back in
March 2020, in the final men’s international game, before the
Covid-19 pandemic curtailed global play.
The return of the six senior players means there is no place
in the squad for Henry Nicholls, Will Young, Mark Chapman,
Dane Cleaver, Jacob Duffy, Michael Rippon, Ben Sears, and
Blair Tickner. These players were all involved in white-ball tours
of Ireland, Scotland, and the Netherlands.
Adam Milne was not selected for the West Indies tour. He
was ruled out of the Europe tour with an Achilles injury after
being originally selected in both white-ball squads, and may not
be fully recovered. There was no reason given by New Zealand
Cricket for his absence.
“It’s always exciting to be heading somewhere you’ve not
been in a while, and I know this group can’t wait for the challenge of taking on the West Indies in the Caribbean,” said New
Zealand head coach Gary Stead.
He added, “Managing workloads is hugely important this
year, with the team playing some form of cricket every month
in 2022 – and this applies to both players and staff. For Kane,
Trent, Tim and Devon, this will be the first time they have
played white-ball cricket for New Zealand since last year’s T20
World Cup and tour to India – so this trip will be important
for them.”
Stead also noted that players such as Michael [Bracewell],
and Finn [Allen] are relatively new to the international stage,
and were willing to take up the challenge of travelling abroad.
“As a selector, it has been great to see these guys push their
cases,” Stead said.
Stead will be assisted by former New Zealand internationals
Dean Brownlie as batting coach, and Graeme Aldridge as the
bowling coach while in the Caribbean.
New Zealand will travel to the Caribbean from the
Netherlands, where they will be playing back-to-back T20Is
tomorrow and on Friday.
New Zealand versus West Indies
1st T20 – August 10 – Sabina Park;
2nd T20 – August 12 – Sabina Park;
3rd T20 – August 14 – Sabina Park;
1st ODI – August 17 – Kensington Ova;
2nd ODI – August 19 – Kensington Oval;
3rd ODI – August 21 – Kensington Oval.
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Gayle to play in inaugural 6IXTY match

T

he inaugural SKYEXCH 6IXTY match will see Chris
Gayle playing for the St Kitts & Nevis Patriots, with the
innovative format getting underway on August 24 at
Warner Park, St Kitts.
Gayle is brand ambassador and host for the 6IXTY. Some
of the biggest names in cricket from across the Caribbean, and
around the world will be participating in the new format. He
will be joined by openers Evin
Lewis and Andre Fletcher, and
South African youngster Dewald Brevis.
Players on the Trinbago
Knight Riders team will include Kieron Pollard, Andre
Russell, Nicholas Pooran, Sunil
Narine, and Ravi Rampaul.
Also on the team are Tim Seifert and Seekkuge Prasanna.
The Barbados Royals team
Chris
will see players as Jason Holder, Kyle Mayers, and Rakheem Cornwall, along with overseas
players Azam Khan, Harry Tector, and Corbin Bosch.
The Jamaica Tallawahs will feature captain Rovman Powell,
with Brandon King and Fabian Allen. Their overseas players
include Mohammad Amir, Sandeep Lamicchane, and Chris
Green.
Colin Ingram, Paul Stirling and Heinrich Klaasen are on the
Guyana Amazon Warriors with all-rounders Odean Smith and
Romario Shepherd in the squad.

The Saint Lucia Kings will feature Roston Chase and Kesrick
Williams, along with impressive Ackeem Auguste and Matthew
Forde. New Zealander Scott Kuggeleijn will also be with the
Kings.
The tournament will see six men’s teams and three women’s
teams competing for their own versions of the Universe Boss
Trophy, named in honour of Gayle. It will also feature a number of innovations to bring
fans even closer to the action.
Each batting team has six
wickets, and at the fall of the
sixth wicket they are all out.
Each batting team will
have two PowerPlay overs and
can unlock a third PowerPlay
by hitting two sixes in the first
12 balls. This extra PowerPlay
over can be taken at any time
between overs three to nine.
Gayle
There will also be 30 balls
bowled from one end before the action switches to the other end
for the final 30 balls.
The 30 balls will be delivered as five separate overs, with no
bowler being able to bowl more than two overs for the innings.
If teams do not bowl their overs within the allotted time, a member of their team is removed from the field for the final six balls.
Fans will also get an opportunity to vote for the timing of a
“Mystery Free Hit”, where a batter cannot be dismissed by the
bowler.

CWI criticised for choice of venues for India games

C

ricket West Indies was last week criticised by Sir Andy
Roberts for scheduling too many India games in Trinidad and Tobago, which he claimed allowed spectators to
support the visiting team rather than the West Indies.
Roberts’ comments were made to the
online cricket site, Cricbuzz, and on the
Mason & Guest Radio programme in
Barbados.
“That is the way it has been. When we
were playing, if we had five Test matches
against India, two would be in Trinidad.
It was because more people would come
to watch those games,” he said.
He added, “Those were the nontelevision days, and more crowds in the
ground had meant more revenue. It is
no longer that way now. The revenue
comes from the television, but still the
board plays more India games in Trinidad or Guyana.”
According to the Cricbuzz report,
Roberts claimed there was more support
for the Indian team at the Queen’s Park
Oval, which was the venue for the three
ODIs that were played last month.
Sir Andy
Four of the eight games in the series
with the Indian touring team saw Trinidad and Tobago as its
chosen venue. The three games of ODI series were played at the
Queen’s Park Oval, with the first of the five T20Is played at the
Brian Lara Stadium.
The other Caribbean nation with a large Indian presence is

Guyana, which Roberts also noted.
“We are looking at the Indian population in both Trinidad
and Guyana. What other reason do we have for playing every
tour India makes in Trinidad or Guyana? Every time India
come, they play Trinidad or Guyana,
invariably; same for Bangladesh,” he
said.
Additionally, “We believe the Indians will watch Indians. Have a team
from Africa come here, do you think
the Indians will watch the Africans?”
Roberts said he could understand
why the previous administrations of
West Indies cricket played the subcontinent teams, India mainly, in Trinidad and Guyana.
“There is no reason to do that now,”
he added.
Contacted by Cricbuzz, CWI president Ricky Skerritt said, “Sir Andy
Roberts is entitled to his opinion, of
any kind, about anything to do with
West Indies cricket.”
Commenting on the ODI series
that saw the West Indies losing 0-3,
Roberts
Roberts said India were the better side.
“The best team won, and it is amazing how the young Indian
team has beaten the West Indies,” he said.
Roberts played 47 Tests and 56 ODIs in a career spanning
nine years in the 1970s and 1980s. He played his last Test and
ODI in India, in Chennai and Jamshedpur.

2026 Women’s T20 World Cup for England, Wales

T

he 2026 Women’s T20 World Cup will be hosted by England and Wales, the International Cricket Council announced last week.
The event will also see four women’s matches, the British
Broadcasting Corporation reported.
Bangladesh will host their second ICC tournament when
they put on the 2024 Women’s T20 World Cup, the BBC added.
The 50-over World Cup will then take place in India in 2025,
with Australia looking to defend their title.
A T20 Champions Trophy will be hosted in Sri Lanka in February 2027, subject to them qualifying. It will be the inaugural
edition of the Women’s ICC Champions Trophy, with six teams
competing across 16 matches.
The 2026 Women’s T20 World Cup will take in place in England and Wales in June, with 12 teams playing 33 games, an increase from the ten set to take part in Bangladesh in 2024 and in
South Africa in February 2023.
The ICC also announced last week that Lord’s will host the
2023 and 2025 World Test Championship final, while the future
tours programme for 2023-2027 was approved.
Said Clare Connor, England and Wales Cricket Board interim chief executive officer: “We're absolutely delighted that we’ve
been selected to host the 2026 ICC Women’s T20 World Cup. We

23

saw back in 2017 how hosting the ICC Women’s Cricket World
Cup captured people’s imagination, and I’ll never forget watching Heather Knight lift the trophy on that magical day at a soldout Lord’s.”
She added, “Women’s cricket has developed rapidly since
then, from the numbers of girls picking up bats through All
Stars and Dynamos, joining clubs, and being able to progress on
a pathway to the highest levels of performance.”
Also, Martin Darlow, ECB interim chair, said: “The women's
game is growing at a remarkable pace, and hosting the 2026
ICC Women's T20 World Cup will give a further boost to our
strategy to make cricket a gender-balanced sport. This is a really
exciting opportunity."
Australia are also the current holders of the Women’s T20
World Cup after beating India in front of 86,174 fans in Melbourne in 2021. England last hosted a women’s tournament in
2017, when Knight’s side beat India at a sold-out Lord’s to win
the 50-over World Cup.
They last hosted the Women’s T20 World Cup in 2009, with
Charlotte Edwards’ side beating New Zealand in the final.
In November last year it was announced that the ECB would
host the 2030 Men’s T20 World Cup, alongside Ireland and Scotland.

Cricket Schedule
(All Times Local)

Wednesday August 3, 2022
South Africa vs Ireland in England, 2022
Ireland vs South Africa, 1st T20I, County
Ground, Bristol, 12:00 PM
Thursday August 4, 2022
New Zealand tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs New Zealand, 1st T20I,
Sportpark Westvliet, The Hague, 5:00 PM
Friday August 5, 2022
SA vs Ireland in England, 2022
Ireland vs South Africa, 2nd T20I, County
Ground, Bristol, 12:00 PM
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2022
Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 1st ODI, Harare
Sports Club, Harare, 9:15 AM
NZ tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs NZ, 2nd T20I, Sportpark
Westvliet, The Hague, 5:00 PM
Saturday August 6, 2022
India tour of West Indies, 2022
WI vs India, 4th T20I, Central Broward Regional
Park Stadium Turf Ground, Lauderhill, Florida,
10:30 AM
Sunday August 7, 2022
India tour of WI, 2022
WI vs India, 5th T20I, CBRPS Turf Ground,
Lauderhill, Florida, 10:30 AM
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2022
Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 2nd ODI, Harare
Sports Club, Harare, 9:15 AM
Tuesday August 9, 2022
Afghanistan tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs Afghanistan, 1st T20I, Civil Service
Cricket Club, Belfast, 12:00 PM
Wednesday August 10, 2022
New Zealand tour of WI, 2022
WI vs New Zealand, 1st T20I, Sabina Park,
Kingston, Jamaica, 1:00 PM
Bangladesh tour of Zimbabwe, 2022
Zimbabwe vs Bangladesh, 3rd ODI, Harare
Sports Club, Harare, 9:15 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Scotland vs United Arab Emirates, 1st Match,
Mannofield Park, Aberdeen, 11:00 AM
Thursday August 11, 2022
Afghanistan tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs Afghanistan, 2nd T20I, Civil Service
Cricket Club, Belfast, 12:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
US vs UAE, 2nd Match, Mannofield Park,
Aberdeen, 11:00 AM
Friday August 12, 2022
NZ tour of WI, 2022
WI vs New Zealand, 2nd T20I, Sabina Park,
Kingston, Jamaica, 1:00 PM
Afghanistan tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs Afghanistan, 3rd T20I, Civil Service
Cricket Club, Belfast, 12:00 PM
Saturday August 13, 2022
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Scotland vs US, 3rd Match, Mannofield Park,
Aberdeen, 11:00 AM
Sunday August 14, 2022
NZ tour of WI, 2022
WI vs NZ , 3rd T20I, Sabina Park, Kingston,
Jamaica, 1:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Scotland vs UAE, 4th Match, Mannofield Park,
Aberdeen, 11:00 AM
Monday August 15, 2022
Afghanistan tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs Afghanistan, 4th T20I, Civil Service
Cricket Club, Belfast, 12:00 PM
Tuesday August 16, 2022
Pakistan tour of Netherlands, 2022
Netherlands vs Pakistan, 1st ODI (Resch.),
Hazelaarweg, Rotterdam, 11:00 AM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
UAE vs US, 5th Match, Mannofield Park,
Aberdeen, 11:00 AM
Wednesday August 17, 2022
Afghanistan tour of Ireland, 2022
Ireland vs Afghanistan, 5th T20I, Civil Service
Cricket Club, Belfast, 12:00 PM
ICC Cricket World Cup League Two 2019-2023
Scotland vs US, 6th Match, Mannofield Park,
Aberdeen, 11:00 AM.
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GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-894-0764

Mississauga For Sale $1,588,000

SO

LD

Location!
Location! Pride
of ownership
move-in ready
detached 4+1
spacious bdrms,
4 washrooms
on quiet
street. Freshly
painted, 6
parking spaces,
hardwood floors, LED lighting, W/O to an
entertaining deck & beautiful landscaped backyard
w/exquisite seasonal floral gardening. Sep entrance
to newly reno open concept bsmt w/custom kitchen,
quartz countertop, potlights, porcelain tiles, vinyl
floor & much more. Close to major hwys & all
amenities. Walking distance to Square One.

Oshawa For Sale $799,990

FOR SALE HALIBURTON $629,999
Welcome to one of
highlands east, fully
renovated (2010)
three bedrooms allseason cottage with
one full washroom,
open concept
dining/kitchen, &
living area with wood fireplace & potlights. Relax on two
huge decks and enjoy nature’s beauty at your doorsteps.
This spacious lot offers lots of parking spaces, 1 fully
insulated natural pine bunkie, lots of storage spaces (5
sheds), and beautiful landscaping with a firepit. Steps
to Tamarack lake for swimming, fishing, and canoeing.
Minutes to the town of Gooderham.

For Sale Toronto $999,999

$999,900

Family Friendly
SOLD
Neighbourhood,
$350,100
Walking
OVER
Distance
ASKING
To Schools
PRICE
& Parks.

Etobicoke
CityPointe Heights
starting @ High 400s

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Located at The Gore Road and Queen
St E., CityPointe Heights is a new
condominium community connected
to three of the GTA’s most beloved
cities. Your favourite - and soon-to-be
favourite - Brampton, Toronto, and
Vaughan locations are very close
to home. Discover two of the fastest
growing cities in the Greater Toronto
Area, and why with each passing
year, they have more to offer.

$949,000

TAB

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.
Starting
From Low

$300s

Victory Green Markham, ON

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

$700K

Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Angus

FOR SALE
$1,189,000

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

Narrative Condos

Starting
From

437-235-7599

Location! Location! Location!
Fully reno. 3+1 bdrms, 2 full
bthrm (+1 half bthrm) in family
friendly neighbourhood in the
lakeview area of Oshawa. Main
flr has: hardwood floors thruout, open concept w/upgraded
ktchn w/ large eat-in island,
granite countertops & all new S/S appls (2022). Open
concept lvngrm flows seamlessly to private backyard w/
deck. Bsmt has engineered laminated flooring thru-out, large
open concept lvng/rec. area, bdrm w/ private ensuite (2022),
sep. laundry area w/brand new washer & dryer (2022).
Upper flr has 3 large-sized bdrms w/full bath (2022), close
to all amenities; walking distance to schools, parks, trails &
shopping. Short drive to the beach. Don't miss opportunity to
own one of the few detached homes in this neighbourhood.
Location! Location! Location! 4 level semi-detached
backsplit in the highly sought after York University heights
neighbourhood. Home features: gleaming original hardwood
floor throughout main & upper levels with 2 large bedrooms
+ 1 full bathroom, large family
size eat-in kitchen, lower level
features 2 large bedrooms
with upgraded floors + 1
full bathroom. Side entrance
SOLD OVER
allows for great rental
potential. Basement has loads
ASKING
PRICE
of potential with rough-in for
kitchen, full bathroom & potential for another room. Large
driveway allows for 5 parking spaces. Close to schools, ttc,
highways, shopping, restaurants & much more! A must see!
Shows true pride of ownership!

For Sale

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

It all begins at 7437 Kingston Road – a unique project set against
the backdrop of both nature and the city. Located on Kingston
Road, adjacent to Rouge and Port Union, The Narrative offers
the perfect balance of nearby green space, a diverse and
welcoming community, nearby amenities, and easy access to
the heart of Toronto via the 401.
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