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Migrant farm workers package Island Mix Restaurant & Lounge’s delicious cooking for co-workers

‘Big cook’ for migrant workers

tight grip on its Covid-19 re-entry policy.
UNI-TnT’s outreach was also generously supported by
Island Mix Restaurant & Lounge. The event saw 130 nationals
at Schuyler Farms and Martin Family Fruit Farms enjoying a
hot and tasty meal of Chinese-style fried rice, chicken, chow
mein, stir-fried vegetables, and spring rolls on January 3.
One of UNI-TnT’s leaders, Neill Rampersad, described the
event as a “big cook”.
Speaking with Indo-Caribbean World, Rampersad said
See Page 19: UNI-TnT reaches out
Twitter pix @jeniferRajkumar

www.omesh.com

By Romeo Kaseram
Toronto – In a move that was supportive as it was generous, the United Trinbago West Indian Association (UNITnT) reached out to stranded migrant workers last month,
treating them to Trini warmth, hospitality, and delicious
Trinidad and Tobago cooking.
The migrant workers are now sheltering the pandemic at
two farms, and are unable to return home due to Canada’s
stricter controls on international travel, and also due to their
Trinidad and Tobago government rigorously maintaining a

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Imdadul hosts online Holy Blossom visit

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

By Sayem Khan
He answered key questions from the students, and talked
Toronto – On January 18 about 45 students from the about many beautiful aspects of the religion, such as spreadHoly Blossom Temple attended a virtual visit to the Imdadul ing happiness to each other regardless of the difference in
faith or ethnic background.
Islamic Centre. Usually, middle school
Imam Junaid also focused on the messtudents from the Holy Blossom Temple
sage of unity and interfaith harmony while
visit every year to obtain first-hand expesharing verses from the holy Islamic scriprience of various aspects of the religion
of Islam.
tures. He also shared fond memories of visiting the Holy Blossom Temple at various
During the visit, students ask questions
events, and appreciated the warm recepabout the religion, see sacred books and
tion the members of the Imdadul commuscriptures, and overall enjoy the warm
nity always receive.
hospitality of the Imdadul community.
Moreover, Brother Tarek Elgammal,
However, due to the ongoing pandemwho is one of the Board of Directors of
ic, the program took place through the
Zoom online meeting platform.
the Humber River Hospital Foundation,
also focused on some salient sides of Islam,
Everyone was welcomed by this writer,
the growth of the Islamic community
who recited the Surah Fatiha, the first
in Toronto, and how Muslims can work
verse of the Holy Quran. Imam Junaid
together to build a better society.
Bhaiyat, who is a well-respected figure in
Imam Junaid Bhaiyat
interfaith dialogue, and who often delivers
He talked about the basic lessons that he
Friday sermons at the Imdadul Islamic Centre, facilitated an takes away from the Holy Quran that help him to be a better
interactive session that was enjoyed by the participants of person, and to address various concerns in his daily life.
See Page 9: Interfaith talks blossom
the program.
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Ali’s Roti Shop
1446 Queen St. W.
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Lansdowne

Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
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North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$980,000

$839,500

A Man’s Ambition - A Woman’s Dream!

Be The First Lady

Unique, Not Unusual. Home located on a quiet
court in Mississauga. Features 4 bdrms with 3 full
wshrms on the upper flr, main flr with a large fam
rm, gas frpl, open concept lvng & dng rm, large
eat-in ktch & a full bsmt. Great for a lge family.

Home with basement apt. This impressive home
features 3 bdrms on the upper flr. Master bedroom
has a full ensuite & walk-in closet. Main floor has a
fam rm with gas fireplace, private dining area & a
living room. Basement is finished with 2 bedrooms,
kitchen & separate entrance. See for yourself.

$786,500
L(o)(o)k At This Value
Cheerful setting for a happy family. Impressively
clean and updated home. Features 3 bedrooms,
4 washrooms, double car garage, and an
unspoilt basement. Recently updated with quartz
countertops, gas fireplace, and laminate floors.
Don’t miss this one!

$729,900

Eye Appeal! Purse appeal!

Excellent value. Here is a 4-bdrm home with a
built-in garage. The main floor offers an open
concept setting, hardwood floors, gourmet kitchen
with a sunroom, master bdrm with 2 closets & an
ensuite bath with privilege. Lower level features a
fam rm with a wood burning fpl. Just got this one!

$739,500
Are You Satisfied!
Very important proposition. This unique home has
a lot to offer. Approx. 3,000 sq ft of finished space.
Enjoy 3 bdrms, a great rm, master with full ensuite,
s-way stone fireplace & plenty of counterspace. Updated with hardwood, fresh paint & ceramics. For
new adventure, see & own this dandy home.

$722,300

Invest in Happiness!

And much, much more. Features included 3 spacious bedrooms, 3 washrooms, master bedroom
with a full ensuite, quartz counters, and a separate
entrance to an unspoilt basement. This home is
newly built.

$469,900

$449,900
X-Large Condo

Super Sharp Condo

Spacious condo with 2 large bedrooms, open
concept living and dining room, open balcony and
laundry facilities. This corner suite is bright, clean
and updated. Great investment.

For the smart buyer. Features 2 bedrooms, open
balcony, laminate floors and LED pot lights. Prime
location near public transit, malls, schools, and
shopping. Explore the possibilities.
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Study: Covid-19 hitting new arrivees hard

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

By Fabian Dawson
did not benefit from Canada Emergency Response Benefit or
ovid-19 has had devastating effects on the financial Employment Insurance.
well-being of many recent immigrants, Temporary
Also among the findings were that only 48 percent of responForeign Workers, and international students in Canada, dents who lost a job or experienced reduced hours or pay
according to a new study.
reported receiving CERB or EI; and that many were unaware of
Migrants – regardless of their immigration status – are over- benefits, or believed they did not qualify.
represented in essential roles and industries that have been
It also found that many are not accessing employment or
hardest hit, and as a result, they have been disproportionately settlement help from social service agencies; that 19 percent of
affected by job loss and by the virus itself, said the study by Permanent Residents had contacted a social service agency for
World Education Services.
help; 12 percent wanted to, but did not know how; and 27 perWES Inc. is a non-profit social enterprise
cent did not think they were eligible for services.
dedicated to helping international students,
As well, close to half of international students
immigrants, and refugees achieve their edu(49 percent) and TFWs (43 percent) believed
cational and workplace goals in the US and
they were not eligible for services – likely corCanada.
rectly, as eligibility requirements restrict their
The survey of 4,932 people involved appliaccess.
cants who received credential assessments
Also, more than a quarter (26 percent)
between January 2018-July 2020 for the purpose
reported the temporary loss of their primary
of immigrating to Canada, to better understand
income. Over a third (35 percent) indicated
the impact of the pandemic on the three groups.
difficulty paying rent or utilities, and 18 percent
The results are consistent with trends idenhad difficulty affording other essentials.
tified in other recent research, and provide
The study comes in the wake of a new
additional insight into the economic impacts
government policy to allow foreign nationals
on permanent residents, temporary, and foreign
in Canada with an expired or expiring Post
workers.
Graduation Work Permit to apply for renewed
Marco Mendicino
“To mitigate these risks, temporary workers
open work permits valid for 18 months.
need more direct and expedited pathways to permanent resiThis policy change is to allow former international students
dency, particularly those working in high demand sectors and to remain in Canada, continue to seek employment, and build
those doing essential work,” said the authors of the study.
their future in this country.
They are also calling for policy interventions aimed at
International students contribute over $21 billion annually
addressing systemic issues that contribute towards mitigating to Canada’s economy, and support the vitality of the country’s
disproportionate negative impacts on immigrants, temporary communities, the government highlighted.
workers, and international students.
“Whether as nurses on the pandemic’s front lines, or as
Among the key findings are a significant portion of new- founders of some of the most promising start-ups, internacomers have lost jobs and income, and cannot meet their basic tional students are giving back to communities across Canada
needs; also, 14 percent have lost their jobs due to Covid-19, and as we continue the fight against the pandemic,” said Marco
a further 13 percent are working reduced hours, or are receiving Mendicino, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship.
reduced pay because of Covid-19.
He added, “Their status may be temporary, but the contriAlso, 17 percent have temporarily lost their primary source butions of international students are lasting. This new policy
of income, and six percent have permanently lost their primary means that young students from abroad, who have studied here,
source of income; as well, one in five is having trouble afford- can stay and find work, while ensuring that Canada meets the
ing housing expenses, and one in three international students is urgent needs of our economy for today and tomorrow."
having trouble affording housing expenses.
He added: “Our message to international students and graduOne in ten is having difficulty affording essentials like gro- ates is simple: we don’t just want you to study here, we want you
ceries and medications, and many who lost jobs or income to stay here.” (New Canadian Media)
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Teeth)
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DENTAL EMERGENCIES
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Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
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SmileVille Dental
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Covid-19 consequences harsh for young Canadians

By Ken Coates
pare a thought or two for Canada’s youth. Hard as 2020
was on Canada as a whole, young Canadians are paying
big-time for the unavoidable consequences of Covid-19.
Many Canadian young people were supposed to be having
the proverbial ‘time of their lives.’ Instead, they were (supposedly) in lockdown at home, subject to many restrictions, and
denied the social activities that were crucial rites of passage:
parties, high school, and university sports, dating, and the like.
The very young, struggling with grade school assignments at
home, will effectively lose a full year of basic skills acquisition.
This lost time is not easily made up, particularly for children
under Grade 4. Wealthy and highly-motivated parents will have
found alternative instruction; the poor and marginalised are
sure to fall further behind.
For students in Grade 11 and 12 who are preparing for graduation, failure rates have skyrocketed. Thousands of students
will be held back. Many others will limp into post-secondary
education. Teachers and schools are focusing on “credit rescue,”
which essentially means a sharp reduction in the quality of the
learning experience.
Students have generally been unimpressed with the online
learning experience. The best students, in the main, are doing
okay, even if the digital classrooms leave a fair bit to be desired.
For the weaker students, the loss of high-quality high school
experiences could well linger into subsequent life and educational efforts.
For those who graduated from high school in hastily and
awkwardly completed fashion in late spring 2020, they moved
in two directions: to an unwelcoming job market with soaring
unemployment rates; or to a post-secondary system that had
made an emergency transition to online instruction.
Students, teachers, and institutions have tried hard last fall,
but students are not warming to the online learning environment. Course failures, dropouts, and the learned-distaste for the
advanced study will echo into 2021, and well beyond.
Graduates from college, polytechnics, and universities made
a last-minute transition to online learning to complete their
studies, and then graduated into a horrible job market. It
was not all horrible, but many of the “default” positions – gig
workers, tourist-related jobs, and any low-skilled opportuni-
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ties – disappeared, particularly in the hard-hit small business
sector. Unrelated changes, like the sharp decline in the oil and
gas industry and global economic uncertainties in general,
destroyed opportunities for thousands of entry-level workers.
If this were not bad enough, there are indications that the
economic challenges and uncertain employment will linger in
2021 and beyond.
On the positive side of the ledger, the government of Canada’s
fast and generous emergency payments, particularly CERB,
ensured that the young and unemployed maintained a steady
income.
While the money helped prevent a nation-wide panic, it
appears that thousands of young people took the government
funding, rather than looking for work. Relying on ‘easy’ government funding is hardly the best introduction to the world of
employment and personal income.
This is not the end of the problems facing Canadian youth.
University, college, and polytechnic fees will almost certainly
rise, even as it is harder for young people to find decent-paying
jobs and lucrative careers. Rapid technological change, and
subsequent transformation of the world of work seem like yesterday’s news, but the full effects still lie ahead.
If preparing for a career was challenging a few years ago, then
it is much more difficult now.
To top it off, the governments of Canada, the provinces, and
territories have borrowed at historical levels, running up debts
and deficits that today’s youth will be paying off during their
entire lives. Add to this list of difficulties the disruptive potential
of the Trudeau government’s newly-announced climate change
agenda, and the future prospects for Canadian young people
remain uncertain at best.
Canadian youth are a diverse group, with highly motivated
and exceptionally talented men and women in the same age
cohort as unmotivated and low skilled individuals. But this generation has not made its mark as being particularly resilient and
self-reliant. Indeed, the current generation is noted for being
demanding and collectively self-assured. Their resolve and talent will be severely tested in the years ahead, but more than a
few adults are less than optimistic about the road ahead.
(Ken Coates is a Munk senior fellow at the Macdonald-Laurier
Institute.)

VEDIC BOOKS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685

indocaribbeanworld.com | february 03, 2021

The Indelible Red Stain
By Dr Mohan Ragbeer

This two-volume work is a personal account of many efforts to influence Dr. Jagan’s political and
economic direction between 1946 and 1963 and presents material hitherto unpublished. Dr Ragbeer
describes colonial Guianese society, its peoples, the role of political extremism, race, US fears and Dr
Jagan’s failure, despite excellent advice, to adopt sound and realistic economic plans for the transition to
independence. The author traces post-war political and social development, the rise of militants and their
involvement in the Cold War. Dr. Jagan allies with the USSR and carried on quixotic attacks on the United
States which allowed his Marxist foil, Forbes Burnham, to seize the reins of government, by guile, terror,
arson and murder and displace Jagan in the final lap to independence. The resulting dictatorship, the
trashing of the country’s economy and the exodus of over 400,000 Guyanese are well known.

The two companion books are available from Amazon.com, through Kindle and other
on-line sellers or from the author at mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com
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Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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Troubling gaps

he intersection between Covid-19 with indigent,
racialised, and marginalised communities in developed countries as Canada and the US continues to
reveal troubling disparities in infection rates, and recently,
an uneven distribution of life-saving vaccines. At the same
time, on a global scale, Covid-19’s intersection between
wealthy countries versus developing and poorer nations,
such as in our Caribbean region, is also exposing disturbing distributions of infection rates, and lately, also an
uneven deployment of vaccines.
We note a study published last week by The Canadian
Press that cited emerging knowledge in how Covid-19 has
impacted unevenly on the Canadian population. According to Steffanie Strathdee, a Toronto-born epidemiologist
at the University of California in San Diego, Covid-19 has
“exposed fault lines in the Canadian society by showing
how long-standing inequities contributed to higher rates
of infections and mortality”.
Strathdee added, “The people who are, by and large,
getting [Covid-19] are people who are poor, are of colour,
or [are] living in poor socio-economic conditions.”
In its analysis of Covid-19 deaths between March and
July 2020, Statistics Canada found the death rates to be
double in Canadian neighbourhoods where more than
25 percent of the inhabitants are visible minorities. This
was in comparison to neighbourhoods where minorities
represent less than one percent of its population.
Add the recent rollout of the vaccine, and the intersectional fault lines widen even more between rich and poor,
and with developed, and developing and poorer nations.
As an Associated Press analysis found late last month,
the intersection of Covid-19 with race in the US has revealed yet another stark gap. This time, the emergent fault
line is in the US’ vaccination drive and its uneven reach to
Black Americans, who in many locations are behind white
Americans in receiving the vaccine.
In a study late last month of 17 States and two cities, it
was found that Black Americans were inoculated at levels
below their share of the general population; and in some
cases, these numbers were quite low.
Citing an example in North Carolina, AP found that
while Black Americans make up 22 percent of the population, and were 26 percent of the health care workforce,
only 11 percent had been vaccinated. Meanwhile, white
Americans, which include Hispanic and non-Hispanic
whites, saw 68 percent and 82 percent getting inoculated.
If these emergent data are troubling for visible minorities, indigent, and marginalised communities in Canada
and the US, then it is understandable why the anxiety and
distress are growing in our homelands in the Caribbean.
In what was a poignant address made to the OAS last
week, Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador Sir Ronald
Sanders made an urgent call for the equitable release of
Covid-19 vaccines, particularly to smaller states.
Sir Ronald told the representatives of 33 countries that
tourism-dependent Caribbean countries, such as Antigua
and Barbuda, are among the hardest hit by Covid-19.
Said Sir Ronald: “Unlike developed countries, our central banks cannot print money to provide relief and stimulus. We need vaccines to inoculate our people and provide
some level of immunity. Yet, all that we have been able to
secure is small numbers that will not immunise more than
ten percent of our populations.”
In what was a touching request by Barbados Prime
Minister Mia Amor Mottley, India’s Hindustani Times reported late last month she had written to Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi seeking 200,000 doses of the Covishield vaccine.
More poignantly, Mottley wrote: “We would appreciate
your kind consideration of half of the supply, and if necessary, we would be willing to purchase the other 100,000
doses should it meet your favourable consideration.”
The intersectional data are compelling as it is disturbing: as Covid-19 continues to reveal data that show fault
lines growing wider, it is apparent that the cure needed for
humanity’s ills is more than what a vaccine could deliver.
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Protests in India

anuary 26, 2021 marked the 72nd celebration of Indian
Republic Day with a scaled-down program due to Covid19, and the Farm Reform Bill protests in Delhi. The Police
had agreed with organisers to a route for their proposed tractor
parade, to avoid clashing with the Republic Day events, and
to start at 11 a.m. Instead, they reneged, started
at 8 a.m., and deviated from the agreed route,
“riding tractors, trollies and even horses, armed
with sticks, iron rods, some of them carrying swords”; “they breached barricades, rammed
police and other vehicles, including a bus, and
injured policemen”; they allegedly “robbed police personnel of
firearms and started rioting, causing injuries with swords and
lathis. They even ran their tractors over police officials with
intent to kill”.
Urged by Sikh singer, Deep Sidhu, a known Khalistan supporter, they stormed the Red Fort, overwhelmed police —
despite some tear gas — climbed to the roof, and up the flagpole
where they hoisted a Sikh flag, displacing the national tricolour.
On the way, they forced police to jump 15 feet to safety, injuring
80 officers. A video showed one of the tractors ramming a police
barrier, overturning, killing its young Sikh driver. His family
claims that police shot him, but an autopsy showed body bruises
and lethal traumatic head injuries consistent with the accident,
but no bullet wound. The claim nevertheless spread widely via
social media. It’s uncanny how closely this mimics the January 6
insurrection at the Washington Capitol.
Yogendra Yadav, leader of the new political party Swaraj
Abhiyan, one of the leaders of the protest, said they had “distanced Deep Sidhu from our protest right from the beginning”,
a decision that recognised the hijacking of a legal protest by
separatist agitators. The Samkyukt Kisan Morcha, consisting
of 41 protesting farmer unions, dissociated itself from Deep
Sidhu and activist Lakha Sidhana, accusing the two of “inciting” violence.
By a bizarre “coincidence”, 8,000 miles from Delhi, in Davis,
California, on January 27, a six-foot tall, 650-pound bronze
statue of Mahatma Gandhi was toppled and vandalised, half
its head sawed off and legs amputated above the ankles. The
Organisation for Minorities in India, a Sikh pro-Khalistan group,
had vigorously opposed its erection in 2016 in Davis’ Central
Park, but failed to change the city’s mind; OFMI continued
to agitate for the statue’s removal. Pro-Khalistan elements in

California praised the vandalism, sharing photos; one said,
“Today is a Good Day!” Davis police have no suspects.
In Delhi, the police has started action against rioters, and
have cited an MP and several journalists for stoking the violence. Police statements reviewed the aim of the laws “to provide
farmers with multiple marketing channels and
provide legal framework for farmers to enter into
Mohan
pre-arranged contracts regarding their agriculRagbeer tural produce”. Sounds like initiating a “Futures”
market, which should help considerably with
farmers’ fear of buyers reneging on contracts, or
cheating the producer. Some critics call the laws pro-corporate
and anti-farmer, placing him at risk of lowered income, and
land loss to Corporations if the Agricultural Produce Market
Committee were ended.
This exists to protect the farmer and operate the mandis
(marketplace). The Bills preserve the APMC and the Minimum
Support Price, which should shield them from corporations
to whom they may be indebted. The Laws’ timetable — the
government has delayed implementation by 18 months — give
farmers time to secure legal structures to protect land, labour,
and produce; and to ensure that should the law err, it must err
on the side of farmers.
More harm is done by careless talk, lies, and misunderstanding, than by thoughtful action. Witness PM Justin Trudeau,
Minister Harjit Sajjan, and Canadian Sikhs’ hasty response and
uncritical support of protesting Indian Sikhs, misrepresenting
the reform intent and content of the three bills, or the over-production in Punjab (majority Sikhs) and Haryana. Farmers will
be affected, but inconvenience should be short-lived, and offset
by the relief the Bills bring to farmers in other States hobbled by
current price fluctuations, and the stimulus to diversify to the 21
or so crops India now imports. It should be emphasised that the
Bills will NOT abolish the government’s MSP.
“The success of any free market depends on free and fair flow
of information. The farmer has the option to choose a buyer, but
how will he/she know what a fair price is?”
Adequate information and explanations given at the start
would have prevented the misunderstandings that led to this
impasse, as well as prevent Trudeau’s hypocrisy in criticising Modi for sponsoring this modification or renewal, when
Trudeau and his pro-Khalistan Ministers routinely slam India
at the WTO for its grain subsidies.

Early life lessons on how to not spoil a child

T

here came the point in my youth as I was growing up
back home when I started to shoot up like a stalk of
bamboo grass. My mother, noting my growing bones,
hit upon the idea that I while I was useful around the house, my
lengthening arms and legs should be put to better use carrying
her weighty market basket.
It meant I started making Saturday morning
trips with her to the market, which was located
Romeo
in a small town outside our village of cane fields,
Kaseram
graveled roads, and tall, swaying bamboos.
That is how it was with my generation when
we were growing up back home: our parents were
always on the lookout to not spoil us. Instead, they put our
arms to do the heavy-lifting; or had our faster legs run down to
the shop by the junction for a half-pound of saltfish; or coaxed
our shoulders to grow even wider heaving bundles of firewood
homeward for the chulha.
This is how it was for my generation back in the homeland.
At the earliest opportunity, our parents began delegating into
the hours of the day a lengthy list of chores. And it was such
that sometimes these tasks had to be accomplished quite early
in the morning. It meant we had to leave enough of a window
afterwards to quickly bathe, get dressed, and then make it quickmarch, left-right, left-right, to the school gates before the first
bell “called”.
Of course, it is understandable that our parents handed us
endless chores since they were overburdened with mightier
tasks. The most important was labouring for long hours in the
cane fields to feed the hungry sugar factory during the critical
harvest season, which was called “crop-time”.
Now in hindsight, it appears the list of to-dos that we had to
accomplish was perhaps a good thing for energising our young
bodies, and for shaping our growing minds. Among the good
things it taught for later in life was time-management and selfdiscipline.
But then there was the other side, where we had peers who
resisted any kind of discipline; and worse, they resisted all
parental intrusion into their non-stop playtime.
So, rather than helping out around the house and learning
good adult practices, they were taught about life’s unhealthy
side, among these being under-achievement, avoiding work,
and disregard for responsibility and accountability.
It has been quite a number of decades since those early days.
And understandably, it goes without saying that out of my
group, the peers who rushed alongside me to have the front yard

swept before 7 a.m., and who took the long trek to “full water by
the standpipe”, and then marched quick step to school, all took
a narrower, but more fulfilling path in life.
However, our peers who started the day long after the first
rooster crowed chose a path that was filled with many of life’s
unwholesome distractions. Even at an early age they were
already expert at avoiding school and homework.
They complained of belly pains, toothaches,
squinted into the morning sunshine through
make-believe headaches, and watched slyly as
we laboured with buckets of water to fill up
the drinking-water barrel. They snickered as we
laboured past with itchy, cold, and dew-dripping bundles of
grass to feed the stamping goats and the more-patient cows.
And they stood by idly with hands in pockets, even as harried
mothers compensated for their children’s lethargy.
My mother was not one to hold back her tongue, and shaking her head with disapproval, she would say to a compensating
mother, “You should get your son to at least throw corn for the
fowls. He born with two hand and two foot. He could more than
pelt two handful of corn and feed the fowls.”
Of course, my mother’s reprimand was ignored. Even from
my upcoming height, I could tell that already the situation
between this parent and child was irreparable. That it was easier
for the mother to complete the chores, rather than waste precious time cajoling a reluctant, lethargic, and spoiled child.
My mother had one word to describe such a disabling relationship between mother and child. She called it, “doolar”, muttering beneath her breath, “That child have too much ‘doolar’,
you hear me!” The way she muttered and accented its pronunciation made me wonder if it were a bad word; that a young boy
could find himself in heaps of trouble if he accidentally used it,
say to the pundit when he came to Jharay a sick cousin.
Eventually, I worked up the courage to ask my grandmother.
I reasoned the least punishment I could get for using bad language was a punitive whack. I had it all figured out: Ma’s arm
swung like a heavy gate, and when it impacted, it did so with a
dull, soft blow, as if from a length of kneaded dough.
Right away Ma’s aggressive response put me on the defensive:
“Who say you have doolar!” I felt for sure I was about to get a
whack from Ma’s wet-dough arm.
“It means ‘pet-up’, son,” she said. “Nowadays, you can’t ‘petup’ children too much, or they will turn out no-good loafers.”
At least now I knew what “doolar” meant; but what on earth
were “loafers”?
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Crime, bad oil deals more important priorities right now
Dear Editor,
reverse old, bad policy, and initiate new ones.
It has been reported that both major parties have separate
In my view, the urgency with which they are treating this
Bills for making the possession of marijuana under a certain marijuana tolerance issue is a very backward, reckless move,
weight not eligible for a custodial or jail sentence. I don’t know when there are so many other urgent issues. This will come
why this is such a big, urgent priority of both parties.
back to bite us in places we don’t want to be bitten.
Both parties have enabled the ripping off of
Everyone agrees there is an escalation of
Guyana by signing bad oil deals. Why are they
petty crimes, home invasions, domestic vionot bringing new Bills to reverse this situation
lence, violent crimes, and gruesome murders
to stop the fleecing of Guyana? Is this not of
committed by the youths in the villages, ghetthe most urgent national importance?
toes, and urban areas. Everyone would also tell
Crime is out of control, as was the case
you the increase in the use of drugs is fueling
under the last administration. Why do we not
crimes to sustain the habit.
have new Bills to deal with this? (How about
Youths are hanging out at street corners
some new Bills to jail Ministers stealing “gifts”
using drugs and creating mischief, instead of
from public funds, and approving shoddy
going to work. Some of our young people are
public works and services?).
“running off,” becoming street bums – they
The new government seems clueless and
are unreliable and unstable workers, and poshas no Crime Plan. (How many people were
ing a danger to their communities.
charged for pulling Indians out of vehicles
Everyone is complaining about this proband brutalising them in the West Berbice terlem. We see how there are prison sweeps one
rorism?).
day and drugs and contraband are found, and
To make matters worse, the Judiciary seems
when you sweep again days later, you find
David Granger
to be sending the wrong message to murdermore stuff. This is an ongoing ritual.
ers that life is cheap. Look at the recent low sentences given for
In the recent Henry boys and Haresh Singh murders, maribrutal murders, and the many reduction of sentences.
juana is cited as the root cause of those crimes.
Our PPP/Civic was a shadow government for five years.
While the current law criminalises the possession of 15
They cannot claim, “We are new; give us time”. Look at how US grams, the Opposition’s proposal in the Bill seeks to legalise the
President Joe Biden, a shadow government for four years, came possession of up to 500 grams of marijuana. That is an increase
into power, and on Day 1 signed several Executive Orders to in possession of 33 times more.

Underperforming West Indies should focus on T20 only

Dear Editor,
comes to spin, many of them are hopeless.
It pained me to see the West Indies team’s poor performance
Batting and catching are our biggest problems, and until we
in the recent series in New Zealand, and then in the ODI series can find another Brian Lara or Shivnarine Chanderpaul, then
in Bangladesh. It was so poor that something drastic has to be we should not be playing ODIs and Test cricket.
done to improve our cricket.
West Indies should embark on more ‘A’ team tours to bring
I recommend we stop playing ODI and Test cricket, and play our batsmen up to international standard.
only T20 cricket.
I hope Rickey Skerritt and his band of
There are so many areas where we are defiMerrymen will heed my plea.
cient. However, I will focus on our catching
Imtiaz Baccus, via email.
and batting.
If you can’t bat and put big scores on the
board, then the least you can do is hold to the
catches. In New Zealand we dropped around
20 catches; we gave one batsman alone five
Dear Editor,
chances.
While it can be said that the West Indies
For heaven’s sake, hold on to your catches!
cricket
team has one of the worst youth
Dropped catches are an indictment on the
player-to-senior team legend records in the
coaching staff. As for the batting, there are so
history of the sport, it can also be said that the
many technical flaws in our batsmen that they
Indian cricket team has one of the best.
should not be playing international cricket.
West Indies would, therefore, do well to
When you look at our batsmen, many of
study
them in great detail.
Shivnarine Chanderpaul
them do not know where their off stump is,
The
pillar of the Indian youth developand play at deliveries they should leave alone. The result, most
ment
programme
in
cricket
is discovering match-winners as
times, is they are caught in the slips, or by the wicketkeeper
when they are facing quality fast bowling. Also, many of our early as possible, and blooding them as early as possible in the
batsmen cannot handle short-pitched bowling. Also, when it senior team next to seasoned veterans, who they will ultimately
replace as legends and veterans in the team.
The Indians believe greatly in the concept of the talismanic
player who has what they consider to be personal magic, or
what the Americans call “The right stuff ”, that would make the
Dear Editor,
I note the news informed us that India is delivering its Covid- whole team great by teaching it how to forget to lose.
West Indies cricket, not surprisingly, has the opposite ap19 vaccine, Covishield, to its neighbouring countries, and as far
away as Brazil. These vaccines are gifted to these countries. It proach in which we marginalise and sideline talismans, because
WI are intimidated by the very powerful character and joie de
shows India’s generosity to the world.
The rich countries have grabbed the lion’s share, and have vivre they possess to make them the champions of a team that
made no donation to the wider world. They are in a mad drive wins.
So, a young Barbadian player like Shamar Springer goes
to look into their populations’ interest.
India, on the other hand, is vaccinating its own population, undeveloped at the highest levels of cricket as a talisman in the
and is delivering vaccines to the poor countries at the same Caribbean. Now if he ever gets into West Indies cricket, by age
time. Its population is larger than any of the rich countries, 26 or thereabouts, he is so disillusioned and suppressed that he
yet it finds time to help other nations. India is truly the poorer has lost that magic spark or “The right stuff ", and is unable to
do at the senior level what was easy for him at the youth level.
countries’ hope for an exit to the pandemic.
I hope this has not yet happened to Springer, and I hope
As was reported last week in Hindustan Times, Barbados’
Prime Minister Mia Mottley of Barbados wrote to India’s Prime it is not done to other young talents of a talismanic nature in
Minister Narendra Modi requesting Covishield as a donation, the West Indies cricket setup, such as the Trinidad and Tobago
player, Djenaba Joseph.
with an additional request to purchase more vaccines.
This case has been argued successfully by the fact that it was
Guyana has strong cultural and economic ties to India. So,
my question is, “Why isn’t the Guyana government engaging the not Ajinkya Rahane, Rohit Sharma, or Virat Kohli who led
Indian government for vaccine help?” Also, “Why are we sitting India to a 2-1 Test cricket victory over the mighty Australians
away from home, but the young talismans and future legends
and waiting, when other countries are making requests?”
Imagine, Canada is asking its US neighbour for vaccine help. Rishabh Pant and Shubman Gill.
Indians all over the world can now expect to retain the
Surely, there is no harm if our government makes a friendly
request for a donation, and to purchase additional vaccines, Border-Gavaskar trophy, and many others, for the foreseeable
future because of their visionary youth cricket policy. Howfrom India.
We must do all we can to save our Guyanese people, and get ever, for West Indian cricket, the trophy cupboard continues to
remain bare due to our lack thereof.
our economy going again.
Fitzroy Othello, via email.
B. John, via email.

The Opposition also wants the removal of the mandatory
imprisonment of persons who are found with less than 500
grams, something that the new government doesn’t seem to
agree with. If you make the possession of 500 grams not subject
to jail time, is that likely to lead to more or less people possessing a larger quantity of drugs? Would that also facilitate more
or less drug use? What message are we sending?
Under the government’s proposed legislation, marijuana
possession will continue to constitute a criminal offence, but it
will not allow for mandatory jail sentences as a penalty.
I agree with the point that possession should still be an
offence. I also advocate that we keep the option of imposing
a custodial sentence when warranted. What would we do for
repeat offenders? Would fines triple, instead of jail?
Our poor “shole” does not have drug treatment and rehabilitation services in all regions. We do not have many psychiatrists, psychologists, drug rehabilitation specialists, or drug
counseling services.
If the major reason we want to remove custodial sentences is
to avoid clogging up the prison system, where there is a lack of
space and government has been lagging, then keep the custodial option in place, and implement when prison facilities are
expanded. Use the sentencing guidelines to not make it a mandatory custodial sentence, as some members of the Judiciary
have offered alternative sentencing to persons found with small
amounts of marijuana.
The US has sent a bad signal to the world in current efforts
at making recreational use of drugs okay, and tolerating the
use of marijuana under the guise of “medical marijuana”.
Notwithstanding his other failings, we must give credit to former President David Granger, who said we must be careful what
we copy from other countries, and for him not moving forward
his government’s bill to remove custodial sentences for possession of drugs. The message a government sends is important.
The sad thing is, again, the churches and good men are silent.
When many individuals and families have been destroyed
because of drug use, the solution is not sending a message that
possession of drugs is not as bad as we think, or that its possession and use are okay.
Dr Jerry Jailall, via email.

Study Indian youth
model, West Indies
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President José Mujica drove a Beetle to work

Gifts & need for a moral compass

Dear Editor,
Do you need guidelines to say what an inappropriate gift is?
Really!!!
To be appointed as Ministers and Members of Parliament,
and to be addressed with the exalted title of “Honourable”, and
still not fathom what an appropriate gift from the public purse
means, makes it crystal clear you were never fit to hold that
office.
For the Opposition Leader to excuse the wanton spending on
gifts by asserting that there is a need for clear guidelines to gifting reflects the moral bankruptcy of the APNU+AFC coalition.
Every holder of public office should possess an innate moral
compass as to the appropriateness of accepting gifts. It is plain
and common sense. You are placed there to oversee the spending of taxpayers’ monies in a way that will enrich and better
their lives and their community. Never should the public funds
be spent personally on public officials.
You are adequately compensated by way of a grand salary: a
Prado, housing, and so on. Furthermore, it is from an electoral
pledge of wanting to give service to the public altruistically that
makes one an incumbent Minister. It is all about public service,
and not personal aggrandisement. You do not need guidelines
to tell you that once you are in high public office, it is inappropriate to accept personal gifts.
I always wonder if we will ever have a leader like José Mujica,
who drove his old Volkswagen Beetle to work when he was the
President of Uruguay, lived on his farm, and never took a salary
or “gifts” during his presidency. I wonder what clear guidelines
he needed to be humble, honest, and dedicated to selfless public
service?
I guess we do not have leaders of his calibre anymore.
Reggie Bhagwandin, via email.
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Ask Jay...

End charade with constitutional reform

Dear Editor,
can’t afford to maintain our existing hospitals,
Election losses are an indictment on an does it make sense to add new facilities?
administration: plain and simple. The justThen again politics doesn’t have to comport
concluded local government and Tobago with logic; it’s all about eliciting the right emoHouse of Assembly elections give credence to tions at election time.
the astute observation by the commentator,
Our youthful and spirited Minister of Public
Gillian Lucky, that people go to the polls not Utilities, Marvin Gonzales, needs a lesson in
necessarily to vote a party in, but
politics, or rather in Trinidad
to vote a party out.
and Tobago politics. Mind you,
If anyone had told me that the
his engagement in his job is
UNC would win Arima, I would
commendable. But his statehave probably said: “That and a
ment criticising the Water &
green genie!” And who expected
Sewerage Association’s execua tie in the THA elections, espetive management in response to
cially when the PNM spent milthe public outcry regarding no,
lions to upgrade infrastructure
or inadequate water supply, is
in Tobago?
ostensibly logical, but below the
Then again, we really ought
surface, highly illogical.
not be surprised by the mindThe WASA executive cannot
boggling results. What we have
be used as a scapegoat for the
Rohan Sinanan
been witnessing for governance
utility’s woes, which are directly
is government by optics, and by public rela- tied to our political culture of corruption, neptions, led by stuntmen and stuntwomen. A otism, and gross inefficiency. Political will, or,
circus of illusions and illusionists.
ideally privatisation, is required to fix WASA,
Take Works and Transport Minister, Rohan not only the CEO.
Sinanan. Each time he appears in the media
I’m not sure if the shocking by-election
patting himself on the back for road projects, results have anything to do with a seismic shift
which he claims were completed within or in our attitude, a weakening of sycophants, or
under budget, a large percentage of the popula- that the citizenry is simply fed-up with poor
tion releases a long, “Steups”.
representation.
The truth is, 90 percent of the nation’s
They are also fed-up with the reality that ten
roads are below standard, and the risk of percent of the population enjoys 90 percent of
being marooned is real in many communities. the country’s wealth, and the rest of us have
Functional roads in high visibility areas are to block roads and burn tires just to alert the
continuously repaired and upgraded, while authorities to our plight and suffering.
taxpayers outside of Port-of-Spain and San
In my area, I haven’t seen the local governFernando grapple with “bull tracks” for roads.
ment representative since the last election.
“Healthcare at Sando hospital – It’s Horrible,” There is a perception that some of these local
was emblazoned on the front page of a recent government representatives seek out a few
edition of the Sunday Express. This is a sad influential residents to act as surrogates for
commentary of the nation’s health care sys- the neighbourhood, and as such, the majority
tem. Yet Health Minister Terrance Deyalsingh of residents whose votes placed them in office
paints a rosy picture to support his perfor- become disenfranchised.
mance and achievement claims.
If we really want serious change in Trinidad
The naked truth is that our health sec- and Tobago, the only real solution lies in contor has grown progressively worse in spite of stitutional reform to empower we the people,
the billions of taxpayers’ dollars allocated to and to establish effective transparency, or else
this ministry. It would seem that our existing we will perpetually jump from the fire to the
health facilities are being sacrificed, and left frying pan, and from the frying pan back to
to languish in order to give way to new and the fire.
“modern” hospitals and health centres. If we
R.P. Joseph, via email.

Instructive victory for UNC in local election
Dear Editor,
Congratulations are in order for Sheldon
Garcia, winner of the local government election for Arima Central for the UNC. This
victory places the UNC on the proverbial wall
regarding the upcoming 2025 polls.
Obviously, winning margins come closer
if representatives match the wide diversity of
the electorate. All you need are people who are
popular and exceptional, regardless of race.
The Democrats won the US Presidential
Elections in November 2020 because millions
more minority voters exercised their franchise.
Trinidad and Tobago’s politics must continue to evolve. Too long now the UNC is viewed
as almost totally Indo-Trinidadian with just a
few token Afro-Trinidadian faces. Of the two
main political parties, the PNM from its incep-

tion had representatives from all our races.
This is the true recipe for repeated electoral
victories spread over 65 years.
The excitement of the UNC winning Arima
Central at local council level does not guarantee winning Arima at the General Elections.
Unless the UNC can put in place a candidate
who represents the upward political mobility
of a party that acknowledges the importance of
change, the PNM will again win Arima.
The UNC can win 90 percent of votes cast in
UNC strongholds. It can gloat over a popular
vote based solely on its own numbers. But can
it chalk up success in a general election without a coalition? No. Unless it can wake up and
smell the political coffee, Garcia’s local government victory remains his only one.
Lynette Joseph, via email.

Dear Editor,
The energy sector of the economy of
Trinidad and Tobago was not completely
excised, it was shuttered. It created a huge
blank in the economy, and collapsed earnings
of foreign exchange drastically. As things are
going, the new uses to which production of
energy raw materials are directed will never
catch up and fill the voids.
Oil is extracted for immediate export. Some
natural gas is made available locally on a
rationed basis, and from what is known, overall
gas production is marketed on a price averaging mechanism.
Royalties are not recompensing lost margins. In the old model, foreign exchange was

earned by diversity of actors in the energy
industry, but now their numbers are fast being
reduced, and output is dwindling.
From a business point of view, investing in
the refinery at this time would suggest placing
a lot of trust and confidence in the current government, future financing availability, future
industry structuring, and chance.
Government policy has not been settled;
supplies of raw material are under the management of three big extraction conglomerates
that are already competing in other areas like
bio-fuels, niche oil and gas products, and
downstream activity. Oil and gas currently face
very uncertain futures.
E. Galy, via email.

Uncertain future for energy sector in T&T
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Winning the War on Bidding

s of late, there has been a significant drop in the number of homes
available in the Toronto Real Estate market, and as a result, buyers
are facing the resurgence of bidding wars. Olivia, a first-time buyer
lost out on 17 offers. For a bidding war to start, two factors must be present:
the price of the property must be low, and the property must have an offer
presentation date. The lower price acts as a magnet and attracts more buyers. The buyer’s fear of losing their potential home steps in, and the battle
begins. If buyers are not careful, they can overbid, even giving up their right
to a proper inspection of the property, or obtain financing. To win the war on
bidding you need to take on the mindset of the seller.
When you think like the seller you have an advantage over other buyers.
Eva used this technique and won. The property was vacant. Eva offered a
fair price with a quick transfer date. The offer was firm; meaning that she
bought the home without any conditions such as bank approval or an inspection. Most buyers will purchase a home on the condition of proper financing and inspection. Sellers tend to dislike this as it creates uncertainty.
A firm offer can be fatal if the buyer is not prepared.
Luck is when preparedness meets opportunity. The first step is to know
how much money you can borrow. A mortgage broker can assist with this.
Give them your employment information and pay stubs and ask them to
check your credit. With the bank’s blessings, you can now flex your financial
muscles and buy without a financial condition.
Buying without financing is a great option, but many times the buyer can
overpay, and the bank will only finance based on the appraised value. Joan
bought a property for $500,000 with a solid down payment of $100,000. She
required a mortgage of 80 percent or $400,000. The bank, before lending,
appraised the property at $450,000. The bank loaned 80 percent of the appraised value, $360,000 and Joan must now increase her down payment by
$40,000. Knowing what similar properties are selling for in the area at the
time of purchase would have prevented this appraisal bombshell.
Many buyers forego their right to inspect the property. Asher bought a
home in Toronto. With ten offers on the line, his realtor advised that he remove the inspection condition. After taking possession of the home, Asher
discovered an old oil tank in the basement. It turned out that the oil seeped
from the rusted tank and affected the neighbouring property. It was an expensive lesson. When an offer presentation date is set, arrange to conduct
an inspection prior to the presentation date. Knowing what you are buying
is critical.
To win the war on bidding, offer the seller aspirin. Find out what the cause
of headache is and then give them the antidote. Mary, a buyer, realised that
the seller, an elderly man, had lived in the same home for over 20 years. He
bought a newly constructed home, and feared that there might be a delay
on the possession date. If his current home closes before the new one is
ready, he would need to pack his belongings in storage and find other accommodations. Mary offered a flexible closing date to match his, and the
seller chose her offer.
The idea of winning is to beat out your competition – other buyers. Offer
a sizable deposit, secure a draft and present it with the offer. If there are two
similar offers, the one with the draft is more likely to win.
Accompany your realtor and meet the sellers. This personal touch is warm
and vitalising. Sometimes you win the war by leaving the battle ground. Establish your “walk away” price and stick to it. When it comes to bidding
wars, it is better to walk away and be a living survivor than a dead hero.

Jay Brijpaul
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Govt to increase domestic, external debt ceilings

W

ith expectations of increasing revenues from domestic debt ceiling was set at almost 200 percent of GDP. In
oil, accompanied by stronger economic growth, stark contrast, the revised domestic debt ceiling would amount
Guyana’s Finance Minister Ashni Singh is seeking to less than 50 percent of GDP. The above-mentioned comparito increase the ceilings on the country’s domestic and external sons clearly depict that Guyana’s current debt carrying capacity
debt.
could safely accommodate the proposed
While increasing the country’s staggering debt burden could ceiling increases,” stated the MOF.
make conditions worse, the level of debt relative to its GDP is
Singh also explained that an increase
falling, providing confidence that the counis necessary since the
try would not find itself in an unsustainable
existing ceiling caters
debt crisis.
for the size of the econDwarka
Singh proposes to increase the domestic
omy in the early 1990s
Lakhan
debt ceiling to $500 billion, up from the
and not the current and
current $150 million, and the external borpotential economy.
rowing ceiling to $650 million, up from $400
But, even as the
million. Both ceilings remained unchanged
economy grows, Singh
since 1994. These increases reflect a 233.3 percent and 65 per- affirmed that the Government would maincent increase, respectively.
tain the same commitment to ensuring that
According to a Ministry of Finance (MoF) statement, the the country stays on a path to sustainable
move to increase the debt ceilings is aimed at regularising the indebtedness, and at the same time, have the ability to invest in
outstanding debt of the last administration, and to create space the required areas.
for the current government to finance
According to the Bank of Guyana, the total
its robust development plan.
stock of outstanding public debt increased by
The MoF claims that a large
1.3 percent to (US) $1,680 million from (US)
Consolidated Fund overdraft,
$1,658 million at endamounting to $93 billion accumuJune 2019. The stock
lated over the last five years, currently
of domestic debt rose
exists at the Bank of Guyana. The
by 1.0 percent from the
government is also saddled with a (G)
corresponding period
$30 billion National Industrial and
in 2019 resulting from
Commercial Investments Limited
an increase in the stock
bond, of which (G) $17 billion has
of 364-day treasury bills
been drawn down, while (G) $12 bilat the end of the review
lion is owed to the Guyana Power and
period. The stock of
Light Incorporated. The government
external debt also grew
also noted that it is still in the process
by 1.4 percent, due to
of uncovering other liabilities.
higher multilateral debt
Consequently, the government will
owing to disburseAshni Singh
be seeking to clear the overdraft, and
ments from the International Development
other outstanding debt by issuing appropriate debt instruments Association and the Inter-American Development Bank.
in the domestic market; to finance various policy initiatives;
Total debt service was higher by 87.0 percent to (US) $155
and to stimulate development of the domestic financial market. million and accounted for 11.4 percent of exports of goods and
In explaining the current domestic debt situation, Singh said non-factor services. Domestic debt service
the previous government tried to finance fiscal deficits through payments increased significantly by 185.9
overdrafts in order to avoid the debt ceiling. He noted, “If it percent to (G) $24,217 million as a result
had been financed by the issuance of government securities, of higher principal repayments for 364-day
the ceiling would have been reached… we would have come in treasury bills, while external debt service
when the ceiling was already reached if you treat the overdraft payments fell on account of lower principal
in the manner it was supposed to be treated.”
repayments to bilateral creditors.
On the other hand, the move to increase the external debt
Over the past decade, Guyana’s public
ceiling is to accommodate the existing level of external debt debt has kept rising, in spite of debt relief
contracted, plus anticipated new borrowing to fund the govern- and debt forgiveness. And though sustainment’s development agenda.
able, the country faces moderate risk of
Increasing the public debt has raised concerns about future debt distress. Even with expectations of
debt sustainability. However, the MoF said “these revisions substantial revenues from oil starting next
to the external and domestic debt ceilings do not threaten year, total debt as a percentage of GDP is
Guyana’s long-term debt sustainability, given the substantial not expected to fall significantly over the next five years, coneconomic progress made since the early to mid-1990s, when trary to the expectations of some that the country will be swimthe ceilings were last revised, as well as the country’s robust ming in oil riches.
economic outlook”.
Incidentally, when the former PPP/Civic administration took
In 1991, for instance, Guyana’s external debt ceiling was office in 1992, Guyana’s total external debt stood at close to (US)
set at more than 1,000 percent of GDP. In contrast, the new $2 billion or almost 600 percent of GDP. It reached a peak of
proposed external debt ceiling would amount to less than 60 (US) $2.1 billion in 1995 before falling to a low of (US) $720
percent of GDP, using the latest 2020 GDP estimates.
million in 2007, following write-offs of more than (US) $1.1
“On the domestic side, when last revised in 1994, Guyana’s billion by multilateral and bilateral creditors between the late

1990s and mid-2000s.
Debt write-offs were provided under the Multilateral Debt
Relief Fund, the World Bank, and the IDB amounting to (US)
$611 million in the 2006–2007 period. Paris Club bilateral
creditors and some
non-Paris Club creditors also granted
debt relief as part of
the 2004 Paris Club
agreement. In addition, part of the debt
owed to Venezuela
under the Petro
Caribe agreement was
written off against
Guyana’s rice exports
to that country.
Optimism about
Guyana’s debt sustainability in the current environment is
primarily based on the country’s new-found wealth in oil.
According to IMF forecasts, Guyana’s economy would grow by
a whopping 29.8 percent next year, and by an average of more
than 20 percent over the following three years.
While growth in
the country’s non-oil
economy will remain
relatively flat, averaging almost 4.8 percent per annum over
the next four years,
oil revenues will provide it with the ability
to sustain its debt.
The debt-to-GDP
ratio had declined
from 67 percent in
2009 to 48.6 percent
in 2015. Over the same period, external debt had declined from
46 percent of GDP to 36 percent, and domestic debt declined
from 21 percent of GDP to 12 percent – based on IMF analysis.
Incidentally, as Guyana becomes richer, the country would no
longer be eligible for
concessional financing, and would have
to finance its debts
at market rates. This
would necessitate
more prudent debt
management, in spite
of its oil riches. The
failure of neighbouring oil-rich countries,
Trinidad & Tobago,
and Venezuela should
serve as a useful
reminder of the necessity for sound debt management strategies.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
Canadian Association of Journalists and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice is available
on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
dlakhan@rogers.com.

Hess: Billions of barrels of future oil exploration potential still in Guyana

H

ess Corporation continues to see billions more barrels
of future exploration potential remaining in Guyana’s
world-class offshore Stabroek oil block, Guyana
Petroleum Digest reported its CEO, John Hess, as saying late
last month. This potential is apart from the nine billion barrels
already discovered.
At the time, Hess was delivering remarks at the corporation’s
Fourth Quarter 2020 Conference Call.
“Guyana becomes a significant cash engine as multiple phases of low-cost oil developments come online, which we believe
will drive our company’s break-even price to under (US) $40
per barrel Brent, and provide industry-leading cash flow growth
over the course of the decade,” he said.
Hess added, “Our strategy has been – and continues to be –
to grow our resource base, have a low cost of supply and sustain
cash flow growth… our differentiated portfolio is balanced
between short-cycle and long-cycle assets, with our focus on the
best rocks for the best returns …the Bakken, deepwater Gulf of
Mexico and Southeast Asia are our cash engines, and Guyana is
our growth engine.”
Hess pointed to the preservation of the long-term value of
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Hess’s assets and Guyana, with its low cost of supply and industry-leading financial returns, while emphasising this remains
the company’s top priority.
Another outstanding year was reported for 2020 in the
Stabroek Block last year, with three oil discoveries: Uaru,
Redtail-1, and Yellowtail-2, bringing total discoveries to 18.
Said Hess: “The estimate of gross discovered recoverable
resources on the block was increased to approximately nine billion barrels of oil equivalent, and we continue to see multibillion
barrels of future exploration potential remaining.”
Hess has 30 percent interest in Stabroek Block, with partners
ExxonMobil, 45 percent, and CNOOC of China, 25 percent.
Hess reported that in December production from Liza Phase
1 reached full capacity at 120,000 gross barrels of oil per day.
The Liza Phase 2 development is reportedly on track to achieve
first oil in early 2022, with a capacity of 220,000 gross barrels of
oil per day.
Hess noted the sanctioning of the third oil development on
the Stabroek Block in September at the Payara Field was another
key milestone in 2020. Payara will have a capacity of 220,000
gross barrels of oil per day, with first oil expected in 2024.

“Our three sanctioned oil developments on the Stabroek
Block have break-even Brent oil prices of between (US) $25 and
(US) $35 per barrel – world class by any measure. Front-end
engineering and design work for a fourth development at the
Yellowtail area is underway, and we hope to submit the development plan to the government for approval before year-end,”
Hess said.
The company also continues to see the potential for at least
five Floating Production, Storage and Offloading vessels to
produce more than 750,000 gross barrels of oil per day by 2026
– and longer term for up to ten FPSOs to develop the current
discovered recoverable resource base.
Hess will continue to invest in an active exploration and
appraisal programme in Guyana in 2021, with 12 to 15 wells
planned for the block.
The Hassa-1 exploration well recently encountered approximately 50 feet of oil-bearing reservoir in deeper geologic intervals. Although the well did not find oil in the primary shallower
target areas, its results confirm a working petroleum system,
and provided valuable information about the future exploration
prospects for this part of the block.
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GUYANA

New Canadian envoy presents credentials
Georgetown – New Canadian High Commissioner to trade between our two countries will no doubt increase, as both
Guyana, His Excellency Mark Berman, presented his creden- Canadian and Guyana businesses will further work together.”
tials to President Irfaan Ali at the Office of the President on
Ali lauded the Canadians for the support received, and which
Monday. During the accreditation, the pledge to deepen ties they continue to give to Guyana. In accepting the Letters of
was renewed, along with the commitment for Canada to further Credence, Ali reiterated his appreciation for the unwavering
assist Guyana in combating the Covid-19 pandemic.
stance that Canada took in defence of Guyana’s democracy, and
Berman replaces Lilian Chatterjee as the Resident High its support for the county’s development.
Commissioner to Guyana.
Ali also noted the two
Chatterjee recently took up a
countries share a history of
new post in Barbados. She left a
cooperation, which has intenrich legacy behind after playing
sified with the establishment
a significant role in ensuring
of diplomatic relations.
that the March 2020 general
He said that both countries
elections were not rigged.
shared respect for democracy,
In his address to the gatherhuman rights, the rule of law,
ing on Monday, Berman spoke
the promotion of sustainable
of Canada’s intentions to deepdevelopment, each other’s
en ties with Guyana, and for
territorial integrity, and the
further assistance with Covidpeaceful resolution of contro19. He noted Guyana has been
versies, which have provided
making strides in dealing with New Canadian High Commissioner to Guyana Mark a firm foundation for bilateral
Berman presents credentials to President Irfaan Ali relations.
the pandemic.
Said Berman: “During this difficult time, as we all face the
“On behalf of the government and people of the Co-operative
challenges associated with [Covid-19], I congratulate Guyana Republic of Guyana, I express our gratitude for Canada’s conon its efforts to tackle this pandemic. And I would reiterate a tinued support for the peaceful resolution of the border concommitment made to Guyana, and the wider Caricom region, troversy between Guyana and Venezuela that is now before the
to assist in the response to the pandemic to the extent possible.” International Court of Justice,” Ali said.
Berman also referred to the recent launch of the CanadaHe also noted that with Guyana on the cusp of major ecoGuyana Chamber of Commerce, and pledged that he would nomic transformation, new opportunities for mutually benefiplay his part in advocating for Canadians to invest locally. cial partnerships are arising, which is exemplified by the recent
Additionally, he said that support from Canada will continue in establishment of the Canada-Guyana Chambers of Commerce.
other, non-economic areas.
“This reciprocal initiative paves the way for greater trade
“You can continue to count on the High Commissioner to ties between our states, as is evident with the presence of major
support Guyana in the development priorities, working in areas Canadian companies operating in Guyana. Guyanese-owned
such as Private Sector development, strengthening the Judiciary, businesses are partnering with Canadian companies. I welpromoting gender equality, supporting Indigenous peoples, and come your own commitment to facilitate the contributions of
other areas as you continue your rapid economic growth,” he Guyanese-Canadians to Guyana’s development.”
said.
Berman formerly worked as the Director General for Global
Additionally, “Canada remains committed to Guyana’s devel- Affairs Canada. He will also serve as Canada’s representative to
opment. In trade, Canada and Guyana have experienced a long Caricom.
and successful history, especially in the mining sector… with the
He was accompanied by his wife Allison Berman, along with
recent launch of the Canada-Guyana Chamber of Commerce, staff of the High Commission.
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Imadul Islamic Centre

Interfaith talks blossom

From Page 1
In addition, Brother Tarek concluded his session by appreciating the great work of the frontline healthcare professionals,
and requested young students and everyone to follow the health
protocols.
It was an engaging event where students had the opportunity to ask some very thought-provoking questions, including
the fundamental aspects of the religion, such as the role of an
“Imam”, or the difference between the Hadith and the Quran.
While the students were asked to submit the questions prior
to the event, at the same time, they were able to ask questions
during the live event. The curiosity to gather information is
always encouraged in the religion of Islam. Moreover, having
conversations about the fundamental aspects is always refreshing, and this writer also benefited a lot from the conversation.
To wrap up the event, Brother Osman from the Imdadul
Islamic Centre and Rabbi Hoffman from the Holy Blossom
Temple delivered concluding speeches. They both expressed
their enthusiasm to see the interest of young students in interfaith conversations, and their anticipation of seeing a sustained
friendship and partnership between the Imdadul Islamic Centre
and the Holy Blossom Temple.
Students also expressed their gratitude to Imam Junaid and
Brother Tarek for their valuable ideas and scholarly presentation.
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GUYANA

104,000 vaccination shots for Guyana
Georgetown – Guyana will receive 104,000 doses of the Caricom, the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, and the
coronavirus vaccine, the Global vaccine mechanism COVAX EU for the remaining vaccines. China, India, and Russia have
confirmed earlier this week.
also been engaged. So far, China has pledged 20,000 doses once
Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony made the announce- available.
ment on Monday, stating that the incoming vaccines are being
Said Ali: “Discussions are ongoing and arrangements to
manufactured by AstraZeneca. He noted the vaccine is presently acquire vaccines from these countries will be finalised very
before the WHO for emergency use listing, and will be shipped shortly. We’re also negotiating with the major manufacturers:
to Guyana after approval.
Pfizer, Biotech, Moderna, and AstraZeneca, and hope shortly
Said Anthony: “We have received correspondence from to finalise the supply of vaccines from these manufacturers.”
COVAX indicating that they have been
Earlier, Anthony indicated the governable to do an indicative allocation of vacment’s preparation for the voluntary vaccines to Guyana, and this is going to be
cination programme saw the training of
close to 104,000 doses that we will be get35 teams of experienced nurses and other
ting shortly.”
healthcare workers, and acquiring specialHe added, “The vaccines are going to
ised and regular freezers.
be from AstraZeneca, and this is currently
He said expansion of 14 vaccination
before the WHO to be granted emergency
sites would be completed this week, and it
use listing. Once WHO greenlights the
would see the administering of 7,000 vacvaccine, then we’ll be able to get those vaccines daily across the country.
cines in Guyana.”
“We have estimated that with these 35
The European Union has approved the
teams that we have that we’ll be able to do
AstraZeneca vaccine for emergency use
7,000 vaccines per day when we start the
authorisation, along with several countries
rollout process,” he said.
including India, and the UK.
Anthony said the results of a risk hesiAnthony indicated the number of vactancy study have informed the governcines is a larger quantity than expected
ment’s decision to develop and implement
within the first wave, but Guyana is prea risk communication programme.
pared to start the rollout when these doses
“We are prepared, and we are ready, so
Frank Anthony
arrive.
once we start receiving the vaccines, we
Said Anthony, “It is a start, and we would be working close- will be able to deploy them as rapidly as possible and in the safly… to see when these vaccines would arrive in Guyana. As soon est manner as possible,” he added.
as we get them, we’ll start rolling out. This is much more than
He said the government is in talks with private hospitals
we had anticipated in the first wave, because initially, they had and private doctors to ensure they have trained personnel to
told us we’ll get a smaller [quantity]... But now, it seems we’ll administer the shots.
get a bigger lot, and we are nevertheless prepared to receive the
He also noted that record-keeping by the private health secvaccines.”
tor was vital for the vaccination process.
Last Saturday, President Irfaan Ali indicated the first batch of
“They will have to make copious records for us and pass
vaccines woould be administered to frontline medical person- that back to the national programme, and they would also have
nel, people with comorbidities, and the elderly.
to do some monitoring for us and present those records to us.
Through the COVAX mechanism, Guyana will receive 20 Once they are compliant with that, we’ll be rolling out vaccines
percent of the total vaccines needed to immunise the population to them as well,” Anthony said.
at zero cost.
Yesterday, Guyana’s Health Ministry reported a total of 7,654
With this mechanism in place, Guyana is also in talks with Covid-19 cases, with 177 deaths.

Charrandass Persaud

Persaud tipped for India
Georgetown – Former Alliance For Change parliamentarian
Charrandass Persaud is tipped to become Guyana’s new High
Commissioner to India, the Guyana Times has reported.
Persaud was instrumental in toppling the APNU+AFC government from power on December 21, 2018, when he voted for
its removal via a No Confidence Motion.
Citing “a well-placed source”, Guyana Times reported
Persaud’s appointment, along with other key diplomats, is likely
to be announced soon. It also reported a foreign service shakeup
is in the works, with the PPP/Civic government seeking to fill
various diplomatic postings.
Over the years Guyana and India have continued to forge
strong diplomatic and economic ties, which have been bolstered
by several high-level deals brokered through India’s diplomatic
presence in Guyana. Both nations established bilateral relations
in 1966 following Guyana’s Independence.
Persaud lived in Canada after fleeing Guyana under the
weight of death threats following his vote in the No Confidence
Motion. He returned to Guyana following the PPP/Civic victory, and attended a sitting of the National Assembly in October
last year.

www.qtrexinternational.com

Overseas Offices:

SUPER
SPECIAL

ANTIGUA:
Tel #268-462-4958
Contact: Dunica

TO GEORGETOWN,TRINIDAD,
KINGSTON OR MONTEGO BAY

3

DOMINICA
Tel #767-237-3737
Contact: Geoff

BARRELS

$100

BARBADOS
Tel # 246-548-2891
Contact: Anderson/Joel

(Barrels up to 30" tall)
Member of BBB

* SPECIAL CARGO RATES *
Destination
Antigua
Dominica
Grenada
St Vincent
St Kitts
Barbados
St Lucia

Reg Service
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel
$120/barrel
$75/barrel
$75/barrel

Express
$130
$130
$130
$130
$150
$130
$130

We also deliver empty barrels!

HEAD OFFICE

Our NEW YORK OFFICE
5185 Timberlea Blvd is now opened at:
TEL: 905-290-1946 Queens Logistics Centre
186-10 Jamaica Ave,
TOLL FREE: 1-866-881-5433
NY 11423
Tel: 866-861-5933
Georgetown Office
236-237 David St Kitty,
Tel: 592-227-2969

DOOR TO GATE IN
GUYANA - $120

Areas not covered in Guyana:
Parika Backdam, Linden, Inner
Canje, Black Bush Polder, Beyond
Skeldon, Mara and Cane Grove.

Weʼre the first Canadian Shipper to cross the border.
We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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GRENADA
Tel #473-435-1545
Contact: Valda
KINGSTON, JAMAICA
Tel # 876-456-2944
Contact: Kimberly
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA
Tel #876-294-1712
#876-347-7939
Contact: Sabrina
ST. KITTS
Tel #869-465-5320
Contact: Janice
ST. LUCIA - CASTRIES
Tel#758-459-0675
Contact: Spence
ST. LUCIA - VIEUX FORT
TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547

CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

Tel: 416-901-7797

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

O

ur stores comply with all
the legal requirements
with respect to the Covid-19
pandemic, such as hand
sanitising, face masks, social
distancing, etc. We ensure a
very safe environment for all
entering the premises.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO FEBRUARY 16, 2021
FRESHLY FROZEN
FINE BANGAMARY

SNAPPER FISH
ROE (EGGS)

$299 lb

$399 lb

LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

LARGE CARDBOARD
BARRELS

$1339 Lge Tin

$1500

GILBACKER STEAKS

MR GOUDAS RICE

MILO

PRE-COOKED SHRIMPS

$299 lb

$1099

$1999 Lge Tin

2 PKS /$500

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

MR GOUDAS
CONDENSED MILK

FRESHLY FROZEN
WHOLE GREY SNAPPER

FRESHLY FROZEN
BASHA

$599 LB

$299 LB

$899 Lge bag

2/$500

CLEANED • SCALED • GUTTED

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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COVID-19 DISPARITIES

Sir Ronald calls for
urgent and ethical
release of vaccines

Mottley asks India’s
PM Narendra Modi
for 200,000 vaccines

ntigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador to
the OAS, Sir Ronald Sanders called
for the “urgent and equitable release
of COVID-19 vaccines, especially for small
states”, Stabroek News reported last week.
Sanders made the call at a meeting of the
Permanent Council after a presentation by
representatives of PAHO, which he described
as “’chilling”.
According to a release from the Antigua and
Barbuda Embassy in Washington DC, Sanders
told the representatives of 33 countries that
tourism-dependent Caribbean countries, such
as Antigua and Barbuda, have been among the
hardest hit.
“In the tourism dependent countries such
as mine, the economic situation is
dire”, he said.
Sanders told
the OAS that
Caribbean countries “have neither the financial
resources nor the
capacity to continue this desperate fight without
relief ”.
He
added, Sir Ronald Sanders
“Unlike developed countries, our central banks
cannot print money to provide relief and stimulus. We need vaccines to inoculate our people,
and provide some level of immunity. Yet, all
that we have been able to secure is small numbers that will not immunise more than ten per
cent of our populations”.
According to the release, Sanders quoted
UN Secretary-General António Guterres, who
said earlier that “what is needed now is the
largest and most rapid deployment of vaccines
the world has ever seen, reaching everybody,
everywhere”.
Pointing out that vaccines are quickly reaching high-income countries while the world’s
poorest have none, Sanders called on the OAS
Secretary-General, Luis Almagro, to take “a
front and centre position in advocating this
matter. Hundreds of thousands of lives are at
stake”, he said.

rime Minister of Barbados Mia Amor
Mottley wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi late last month seeking
access for 200,000 doses of the Covishield vaccine. Barbados’ population last year stood as
just over 287,000.
“I am urgently soliciting the assistance of
your government to have access to 200,000
doses (for 100,000 citizens) of the OxfordAstraZeneca vaccine being manufactured in
your country. We would appreciate your kind
consideration of half of the supply, and if necessary, we would be willing to purchase the
other 100,000 doses should it meet your favorable consideration,” Mottley wrote.
She also noted the Covid-19 situation in
Barbados has been
exceptionally challenging following
two waves of infections.
Mottley
also
mentioned that
India and Barbados
have enjoyed a long
history of good
relations. She noted
that
Barbados’
economy is highly
Mia Mottley
dependent on travel and tourism, and that the pandemic has
impacted deleteriously on her nation’s economy, causing a fall of 90 percent in tourists’
arrivals last year. The fallout was a significant
fall in government revenue and economic
activity, she said.
Mottley noted all medical and national
security installations of Barbados are now
heavily strained.
“Persons who are on the front-line of our
response to Covid-19 across the medical, protective services and border agencies will need
to get immediate access to vaccines. Similarly,
we need it for other critical people on the
frontline,” she wrote.
The Hindustan Times reported that under
the Vaccine Maitri commitment, India has
already shipped consignments of Covid-19
vaccines manufactured in India to Nepal,
Bhutan, and Bangladesh, among others.

P

A

Irfaan Ail

Alternative options
being explored: Ali

T

he government of Guyana is exploring
alternative options to obtain Covid-19
vaccines, and indicated last week that
China has pledged to donate 20,000 doses of
its shots.
The move comes in the wake of COVAX, the
international mechanism for the development
and supply of vaccines, making 3,800 doses of
vaccines available to Guyana from February to
March.
Last week Guyana President Irfaan Ali said
with COVAX providing vaccines for 20 percent
of the population in 2021, the government is
now exploring other options to ensure that the
majority of Guyanese is vaccinated by the end
of this year.
Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony also
indicated last week the government plans to
accelerate vaccination rates this year.
Said Anthony: “[Our efforts are] going
beyond COVAX; [it] is catering for 20 percent
of our population in 2021, and we want to
increase that because if we are going to exit
the pandemic, we are going to achieve herd
immunity, and many of the experts think that
we need to immunise close to 80 percent of
our population, so we are striving to be able
to immunise as many persons as possible in
2021.”

Dominica requests
India’s Covishield

D

ominica is among the 92 countries
that have requested the Covishield
vaccine from Indian Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi,
the
website
IndiaTVNews
reported late last
month.
Last
month
India started shipping its domestically developed
vaccines to several neighbouring
countries, among
them
Nepal,
Bangladesh,
Narendra Modi
Myanmar.
In a letter to Modi, Dominica’s Prime
Minister Roosevelt Skerrit requested 70,000
doses of the vaccine.
Said Skerrit: “As we enter 2021 and persevere in our fight against Covid-19, Dominica’s
population of 72,100 is in urgent need of
enough doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine. I, therefore, request, with great humility
and respect, that you assist us by donating the
doses we need to make our population safe
(optimally 70,000 first and second doses).”
Last month Brazil picked up its first two
million doses at Pune. The Bolivian government also signed a contract last month with
India’s Serum Institute to supply five million
doses of AstraZeneca’s Covid-19 vaccine.

Keith Rowley

T&T uncertain over
vaccine availability

T

rinidad and Tobago is uncertain about
the quantity of Covid-19 vaccines it
will receive through COVAX, Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley said last week.
Rowley noted that from a global perspective, the number of available vaccines is not
as clear-cut as it was supposed to be, while
referencing international reports indicating
that the anticipated percentage of vaccines that
should have been available to countries is not
yet available.
“Even the US, with a huge US government
resource base, both in terms of finance, infrastructure, and personnel, they have fallen very
short of what the approved vaccine was supposed to be,” he said.
He added, “In fact they have discovered in
the handling of things that the actual logistics
of getting the vaccine into arms is as big a problem as other aspects of the assignment. So now
there are new efforts being made to address
that, and we in Trinidad and Tobago have the
same issue, but since we don’t have the vaccine,
what we have is the preparation.”
Rowley said the country was “preparing,
preparing, preparing”.
He added it appears that vaccine production, and inoculations, are not going as fast as
it should go, and where it is supposed to go.
Late last week it was announced by Health
Minister Terrence Deyalsingh that Trinidad
and Tobago will receive between 100,000 to
120,000 doses of the AstraZeneca two-dose
vaccine by the end of February into March.
The vaccines were procured via COVAX.

WHO criticises EU’s vaccine export controls

W

HO last week criticised the EU’s
announcement of export controls
on vaccines produced within the
bloc, saying such measures risked prolonging the pandemic, the British Broadcasting
Corporation has reported.
The EU introduced the measure amid a
row with vaccine manufacturers over delivery
shortfalls. WHO vice-head Mariangela Simao
said it was a “very worrying trend”.
Last month, WHO Chief Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus claimed “vaccine
nationalism” could see a “protracted recovery”.
At the time, Ghebreyesus was speaking
at the Davos Agenda in a virtual version of
the global summit. He declared that vaccine
hoarding would “keep the pandemic burning
and... slow [down] global economic recovery”,
in addition to being a “catastrophic moral failure” that could further widen global inequality.
According to reports last week, the EU is
introducing export controls on coronavirus
vaccines that are manufactured inside the trade
bloc, which has led to a row about delivery
shortfalls.
A so-called transparency mechanism gives
EU countries powers to deny authorisation
for vaccine exports if its manufacturer has not
honoured existing contracts with the EU.
“The protection and safety of our citizens is
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Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
a priority, and the challenges we now face left
us with no choice but to act,” the EC said.
The controls will affect some 100 countries
worldwide – among them UK, US, Canada,
and Australia, but many others, including
poorer nations, are exempt.
However, the EU has been forced to backtrack on plans to impose restrictions on the
export of vaccines across the border on the
island of Ireland after outcry from Dublin and
London.
The news comes with the EU in a very public dispute with drug-maker AstraZeneca over
supplies, and under growing pressure over the
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slow pace of vaccine distribution.
Last week the EU made public a confidential
contract with AstraZeneca, the UK-Swedish
company behind the Oxford vaccine, to bolster
its argument that the firm has been failing to
fulfil its promises to deliver to the bloc.
The contract stipulates that the pharmaceutical company would commit its “best reasonable efforts” to manufacture and distribute
doses.
AstraZeneca has blamed the delays on production glitches at plants in the Netherlands
and Belgium, as well as the late signing of
contracts.
Meanwhile, in the US, an Associated Press
analysis last week revealed a racial gap has
opened up in this nation’s Covid-19 vaccination drive, with Black Americans in many
places lagging behind whites in receiving shots.
According to the findings, an early look at
the 17 states and two cities that released racial
breakdowns through January 25 found that
Black people in all places are getting inoculated
at levels below their share of the general population, in some cases significantly below.
That is true even though they constitute
an oversize percentage of the US’ health care
workers, who were put at the front of the line
for shots when the campaign began in midDecember.

Better savings start here

FISH FROM GUYANA

Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Buy Directly from the Importer and Save Big
Lowest Prices on the Market – Guaranteed

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

1201717CN.1

Fish and Shrimp Caught in the Atlantic
Bangamaree (Fine, Fillet & Headless), Red Snapper, Catfish, Cuirass, Sea
Trout, Smoked Catfish, Cuffum, King Fish, Mackerel and Grey Snapper.

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
Québec, used under licence.

Contact: Mobile: 647-218-6967 • 416-769-2914 (after hours) or Paul: 416-450-3570

Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
Mortgage Agent
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Dir: 416-505-9583

5200 Finch Ave. E. Unit 306, Scarborough, ON M1S 4Z5
Email: kamla4@hotmail.com
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indocaribbeanworld.com | february 03, 2021

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Theorising joy, contentment as Gross National Happiness
By Dhanpaul Narine
e all want to be happy. The former
Secretary General of the United
Nations Ban Ki-moon defines
happiness to mean, “working to end conflict,
poverty and other unfortunate conditions in
which so many of our fellow human beings
live”.
In various UN studies on wellbeing, it was
found that happy people live longer, they earn
more, and they are healthier, more productive,
and loyal. They also heal faster.
Happiness is like a shining star. It radiates,
and it has the properties that are contagious.
Happy people want others to be happy like
them. Some psychologists believe that your
success and personal growth will multiply
with age. Happiness, however, is a relatively
new field of study, and contrary to what some
governments may be saying, wellbeing as a
science is not a global oddity.
The idea of happiness has long featured in
the world’s religions, and many philosophers
have spent years trying to explain how one
can be happy. But it has remained elusive.
In 1787, a French Revolutionary leader said
that happiness was a new idea in Europe.
Two years later, the American Constitution
stated that people had a number of inalienable
rights, and among them were the right to “life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness”.
One of the obvious problems with
happiness is the ability to quantify the data.
Some social scientists have looked at the
economics of happiness, in which statistics
such as foreclosures, the impact of wars on
the economy, and employment and inflation,
are examined. In order to arrive at some
consensus, surveys are carried out across
different income groups to find out how
satisfied people are with their lives.
As we have seen, the idea of happiness has
caught on in public policy, and it has become
part of the national agenda. Definitions vary;
what some may regard as happy may differ in
other places.
In India, a farmer with a tiny plot of land
and eight children may be considered poor,
but he may see himself as well-off because
his wealth lies in his children. The business
tycoon, on the other hand, may have all the
outward comforts of life, but he can’t sleep
soundly because of security reasons, or
because his investments appear to be on shaky
economic grounds.
Bhutan is a Himalayan kingdom. In 1972, it
tried a novel idea that has made waves across
the world. The monarch, King Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, decided to move away from
Gross National Product to Gross National
Happiness. Bhutan, the King said, should
spread wealth across the country, and at the
same time, be in sync with nature.
The example of Bhutan has been taken up
by other policymakers, and is being discussed
internationally.
The Gross National Happiness idea states
that one has to think about people in broader
terms.
“Material wellbeing is only one component.
That doesn’t ensure that you are at peace with
your environment and in harmony with each
other,” says one observer.
By the year 2000, happiness had begun to
feature prominently at the UN. It published
a ‘World Happiness Report’ in 2012, and the
findings were most surprising. On a scale of
zero to ten, it was found that the happiest
country was Denmark, followed by Norway,
Finland, and the Netherlands. They scored 7.6
on the table.
The least happy countries are the poorest
ones, and many of them are to be found in
Africa.
For example, Togo, Benin, the Central
African Republic, and Sierra Leone have
scores of 3.4, but it was not just poverty
that made people unhappy. There were
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Peaceful & Serene: Paro Taktsang (also, Taktsang Palphug Monastery), the sacred
Vajrayana Himalayan Buddhist site perched on the cliffside of the upper Paro valley in Bhutan, a site of happiness for its many visitors. ‘Gross National Happiness’
was first theorised by the fourth King of Bhutan, King Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
in 1972. He said, “[GNH] is more important than Gross Domestic Product.” It
implies that sustainable development should take a holistic approach towards
notions of progress, and give equal importance to non-economic aspects of wellbeing. Source: Bhutan's GNH Index
other factors, such as the absence of
political freedom, strong social bonds, and
corruption. At the individual level, there were
considerations such as mental health, security
in employment, and the support of the family.
In view of the politically unstable climate
in some countries, national security ought
to be on the list as well. It is said that mental
health “is the biggest single factor affecting
happiness in any country. But only 25 percent
of mentally ill persons get treatment for their
condition in advanced countries and fewer in
poorer countries”.
The other reasons for happiness are stable
families and the involvement of parents in the
lives of their children. What is striking in the
UN survey is that in rich countries, women
are happier than men, and it is mixed in poor
countries.
In 2014, the UN Secretary General
described the ecology of happiness to mean
the three pillars of sustainable development.
They include social, economic, and
environmental wellbeing. Together, according
to the UN, they define gross global happiness.
The comments of Bhutan’s minister of
education remain instructive. He says that
although his country is poor, the people are
happy. How is this possible?
According to Thakur Singh Powydel, “[It]
is easy to mine the land and fish the seas and
get rich. Yet we believe you cannot have a
prosperous nation in the long run that does
not conserve its natural environment, or talk
of the wellbeing of its people, which is being
borne out by what is happening to the outside
world.”
What is happening needs careful attention.
A Report from the British Aid Group Oxfam
states that “the share of the world’s wealth is
owned by the best-off one percent. This has
increased from 44 percent in 2009 to 48 per
cent in 2014, while among the least well-off 80
percent currently own just 5.5 percent”.
How can one be happy with this disparity?
There is no question that global inequality is
growing fast, and despite the pronouncements
at Davos, and elsewhere, no one seems to have
the answer to redress the imbalances.
Thomas Piketty in his book Capital
suggests that what we are seeing is a drift
toward the 19th Century, when capital
accumulation was paramount. In discussions
on happiness, it was felt that the US with its
resources would perhaps be in the top five
countries. But this is not the case, as the US is
in the middle.
Why is it necessary to study happiness
since it is subjective? Economists prefer
to focus on wellbeing, and they argue that
while hedonic wellbeing can be measured,
evaluative wellbeing is broader, since it deals
with how people think of their lives as a
whole.
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When these components are measured, a
better picture of human welfare emerges. The
task, however, is to use the data to plan for
the wellbeing of the nation. Can money buy
happiness? The answer is that money does
matter because it presents more choices. If one
accepts this argument, then the US should top
the list. But there are other factors that need
to be addressed and they relate to stability, the
quality of governance, education, and health.
Carol Graham argues that in the US there
is insecurity as far as health care is concerned.
According to one observer, there are extremes
in the US about how happiness is perceived.
You have “very unhappy and very happy
people”.
One reason for this is that you may

have choices, but if there is insecurity, then
wellbeing is affected. The Scandinavian
countries have done well in terms of personal
security, but in the poor countries personal
security is absent. Money is important but
people should learn to live within their means,
and when this happens the basis is there for
contentment.
What about religion and happiness? There
are many persons that read all kinds of selfhelp books searching for the panacea for
happiness. They try all sorts of meditation
and move to warmer climes and make new
friends, and even sign up for courses at
college. But these seldom work, and people
turn to religion to find happiness. Does
religion make a person happy?
A 1990 study in Europe found that
86 percent of churchgoers reported that
they were happy with life. There are two
explanations for the relationship between
happiness and religion. The first is social
support. People are happier when they are
around others.
They get comfort, especially the poor,
elderly, and those in ill-health. Many houses
of worship have a number of social programs
such as food pantries, health fairs, homework
help for children, computer classes, language
instruction, and programs that help to keep
this sense of wellbeing together.
Then there is religion itself. The feeling that
one is in contact with a higher Being can be
a positive and intense religious experience. It
can lead to long-lasting feelings of happiness.
If you don’t have too much or too little, are
in good health, feel secure, are involved in
the lives of your family, like people, and are
productive, the chances are you are content
with your life. You are happy. When you look
in the mirror you will like what you see.
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Pratap took a step in the right direction with Kathak
By Dhanpaul Narine
Kathak was unknown in the country at the
f Birju Maharaj is the King, then Pratap
time. The troupe had ten persons, including
Pawar has to be Prince! Birju Maharaj is
Guruji Birju Maharaj, Amjad Ali Khan, who
legendary for his exposition of Kathak
played the sarod, and Pratap. The troupe
Pratap Pawar: The Prince of Kathak
and for taking the art worldwide. He is in his
appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show in New
80s, and shows no signs
York for four minutes.
of retirement. Birju travels
It seemed as if everyone
widely and gives classes to
had seen the show
anyone that is interested in
because the reception
Kathak. His students are to
was great afterwards.
be found in all corners of
Pratap performed
the world.
in other parts of the
In the 1950s, a young
world, including Laos,
lad was introduced to the
Thailand, and Hong
Master. It was the symphony
Kong. He performed
of souls, the appearance
to rapturous audiences
of the Guru to signal the
and the reception was
readiness of the disciple.
tumultuous. Pratap
Thus began the journey of
sometimes wondered
Guruji Pratap Pawar as he
what good karma he had
scaled his own crests, and
done to deserve such a
brought joy to the heart
reception.
of his Guru. When India
He was asked many
wanted to give cultural aid
times what got him
to the Caribbean, Indira
interested in Kathak.
Guruji Pratap Pawar trained classical dancers in Guyana, Trinidad, and the rest of the world,
Gandhi identified Guyana
He said that he couldn’t
through Cultural Centers established by India
as the first entry. A cultural
explain it. However,
Malini is also an amazing dancer in her own right.
centre was established, and Pratap was chosen as the first
he remembers when he was five years old that the image of
Pratap’s contribution is so impressive that he was awarded
resident artist.
Nataraja would protect him. He would try to make the pose
the ‘Padmashri’, which is India’s highest civilian award. He is
It was 1972 and he had to give up a lucrative career to take
of Nataraja. He also related how he met a saint in Madhya
the first classical dancer to be so honoured, and he dedicates
up this assignment, but he did not mind. It turned out to be a
Pradesh, who blessed him and told him that he would dance as
this to all of his students. He was described as a cultural
great decision: Pratap would go on to create history in Guyana
long as possible.
ambassador by the President of India. As he reflects on his
and the Caribbean. It was decided that Pratap would stay for
How would Pratap describe his Guyana and Trinidad
life Pratap said that he is pleased with the way events have
three years in Guyana, but this was extended by a year. He did
experience? He said that in Guyana his classes had to close
unfolded.
so well that the government of India posted him to Trinidad
early because of the weather and security, but this was not
He was born in Dhar in Madhya Pradesh, in a Maratha
afterwards, which meant that his total assignment in the
the case in Trinidad. He has done a tribute to Trinidad using
family. His town was Indore. He was the first in the family to
Caribbean lasted eight years.
dance to weave slavery and Indentureship. His teaming up
take to dancing, and his family was against it. Pratap went on a with Ms Noble Douglas was one of the highlights of his stay in
During this time Pratap introduced Kathak to a wider
three-day hunger strike. He was 15 years old. After the family
audience, and had hundreds of students perfect the art. When
Trinidad.
relented, Pratap became the first disciple of the famous Guru
he arrived in Guyana in 1972 it took him a month to decide
Pratap was always interested in the fusion of cultures. He
Birju Maharaj. This will always be special to Pratap.
whether he should accept the assignment. But Pratap said that
said that this idea came up in Guyana. This fusion involved
The relationship, or ganda, was for life. It means “the
once he decided to stay, he found the hospitality of Guyanese
Lavinia Williams, and others. Lavinia would attend the Indian
artistry of gurus, that whatever the guru knows he will try his
overwhelming. It was the best decision that he made.
Cultural Center in Georgetown and would observe the dances.
best to impart to the student”. This is what Guru Birju Maharaj When the Indian foreign minister Mr Chauhan visited Guyana,
According to Pratap, “I am very grateful to Guyana. It gave
did to his young disciple Pratap. The duty of the disciple is to
me a purpose. If I did not teach dance for one day, I felt lost. It
he was pleased to see the cooperation between the ICC and
was my very first teaching assignment, and I felt very humbled. be loyal and respectful to the guru until his last breath.
Lavinia School of Dance.
Guruji received a scholarship from the government of India
India now had 45 cultural centres around the world, but
Pratap went on to marry the talented Priya Pawar, and
in 1958 to study dancing and he has been dancing since. In
Guyana is the first and the oldest.”
with their daughter Asavari, they have made a wonderful
fact, he has been dancing Kathak non-stop for the last 60 years. contribution to Kathak. There is no doubt that Pratap Pawar
Pratap produced many quality students in Guyana and
Pratap is from the Lucknow Gharana. He is proud of his
Trinidad. There were Philip McClintock, Muntaz Ali, Deviekha
is a master, the Prince of Kathak. His guru Birju Maharaj is
association with his institute the Bhartiya Kala Kendra, that is
Chetram, Malini Shah, formerly Marilyn Bose, and others.
proud of him.
the oldest institute in Delhi to teach Kathak. Pratap visited the
Pratap said that he is very proud of all his students. He
Guruji Pratap Pawar continues to perform and to spread
US in 1963, and did shows in 48 States. He was dancing every
says, “Malini is a nice human being that is lively and brings
happiness wherever he goes. We wish him and his family all
night.
inspiration. She is hard working and likes to make others
the best in the future. His website is www.pratappawar.co.uk
The Asian community wanted to bring a troupe to America. and his book is My Journey in Dance.
happy.”

I

Profile

Treasure our emotional attachment to India, but let us build new worlds

By Dhanpaul Narine
national elections in India. The new administration had other
These Swamis were to found missions in New York, Canada,
everal years ago, Dr Tara Singh and I were asked by the
priorities, and nothing was heard about the Report. When
and London.
Government of India, through its New York Consulate,
contacted, the new administration at the Consulate issued the
Swami Nirliptananda passed away two weeks ago at the
usual release, how Indians from the Caribbean were valued,
to come up with proposals as to how India could involve
London Sevashram Sangha. Swami Shiveshwarananda is
the diaspora in future policy. Dr Bhishma Agnihotri, of the
but that they were focusing on the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.
running the Ashram in New York, as Swami Vidyanand left us
Consulate, held a number of meetings with us and informed
It is no secret that we grew up in the Caribbean with India
some years ago.
us that he had the ear of
close to our bosoms. Our
The rise of the Arya
the Indian Prime Minister.
grandparents went to the
Samaj occurred mainly
beaches to make offerings and
Our report contained
in the 1960s, and Pandit
wide ranging proposals in
perform Ganga puja for India’s
Usharbudh Arya is
the fields of science and
Independence.
credited with doing stellar
The songs and movies had
technology, educational
work, both in Guyana and
and cultural exchanges
a deep impact on our lives,
Suriname. He lived to a
among students, visits by
and Indian Memory Album
ripe old age and passed
the seniors to the places
was a staple, as was Radio
away recently.
Radika in Suriname, and Radio
of their ancestors, the
Pandit Ramlall also
610 in Trinidad, with Moen
loosening of regulations
did a lot to spread the
that would make it easy
Mohamed, and the Yankaran
teachings of the Arya
to do business with India,
family.
Samaj in Guyana. He
among other things.
One of the earliest tangible
was a teacher at Tagore
Marilyn Bose and her Guru Pratap Pawar, influences occurred in the
We invited Dr.
Memorial in Berbice, and
Agnihotri to the Phagwah reunite in New York, after several years.
1950s, with the arrival of
a missionary that visited
Swami Purnananda from the Bharat Sevashram Students of Guruji Pratap Pawar India often. At one point,
Parade in Queens and he brought greetings from the Indian
government.
Sangha in Calcutta, India. His efforts led to the (l-r) Muntaz Ali, Marilyn Bose & Philip he even campaigned for
One of the things that impressed him was how Hindus, and
founding of the Cove and John Ashram and the McClintock, at the Indian Cultural Centre Indira Gandhi at public
in Georgetown, Guyana.
Secondary School there.
Muslims, were able to live peacefully in the Caribbean, and he
meetings in India.
said this in his speech at the Parade. He promised to bring this
It also resulted in the journey of locals to India, for training
Then there is another brilliant scholar of the Arya Samaj,
to the attention of the Indian Prime Minister, and to see what
as Swamis, and the investiture of Swami Vidyanand, was the
Dr Satish Prakash, who was educated in India, and is doing
lessons could be learned for India.
first of two others. They were Swami Bhajanananda that taught wonderful work in New York.
As it happened, Dr. Agnihotri’s party lost the impending
at Cove and John, and Swami Nirliptananda.
SEE PAGE 17: Relationship
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Erry a visionary & a strong community leader
Amar Erry: December 31, 1938 – January 17, 2021

Mandir, which he worked so hard to realise”.
Rupnarain attested that “Amar Erry had an
By Adit Kumar
extraordinary ability to raise funds and no
he Toronto Arya Samaj/Hindu community has lost a
one could resist his gentle charming way
towering stalwart whose hallmark was fostering unity
and winning smile”, a sentiment shared by
and togetherness. On Sunday January 17, 2021, Shri
all the past Presidents of the Toronto Arya
Amar Erry passed away after being ill for some time. The City
Samaj.
of Markham, where he lived, in recognition of his lifelong
Shri Amar Erry was well-connected and
contribution as a spiritual and cultural leader, lowered its flag
tapped into his wide network to assist and
at half-mast as a mark of respect to him. The Vedic Cultural
promote the Arya Samaj/Hindu community.
Centre and Arya Samaj Mandir at 14th Avenue, Markham,
Through his initiative many international
Ontario where he worshipped and served as its President, also
personalities such as Swami Veda Bharati,
lowered its flags to honour their fallen hero.
Swami Baba Ramdev, Swami Agnivesh, and
Shri Amar Erry was well known beyond his place of abode,
Swami Chinmayananda visited the Vedic
and the news of his passing elicited heartfelt tributes and
Cultural Centre and conducted lectures and
encomiums from near and far. On
seminars.
Markham Civic Centre’s flags were lowered to half mast
account of the Covid-19 restrictions,
Erry Ji was a
Mayor of Markham, Frank Scarpitti, who knew Shri Amar
virtual prayer meetings were held in
true ambassador
Erry personally, recognised him for bringing about harmony
his honour, and on Thursday January
for Hinduism, who, as President of
and collaboration among religious groups through Interfaith
21, 2021, his funeral service was
the Canadian Council of Hindus in
Dialogues. The Mayor offered this tribute to the family of Erry
restricted to a private affair.
1987, mobilised the heads of Hindu
Ji on behalf of the City and Council members, saying: “I salute
Shri Amar Erry was a visionary
Organisations to successfully host
the memory of a man that dedicated his life to bringing people
and strong community builder who
the Third International Ramayana
together. On a personal level, I always respected his words of
has left behind a wonderful legacy
Conference in Toronto.
wisdom and advice, which were often given in the spirit of
for many to treasure and emulate.
Sharada Bhajan, who worked with
who he really was: a true gentleman. We will never forget his
He successfully brought together two
Shri Amar Erry on the conference,
immense contributions to Markham.”
sister religious organisations to jointly
described him as “a leader with
A passionate and dedicated community volunteer, Shri
build and worship in an iconic multiunparalleled international Hindu/Arya
Amar Erry sat on many boards and committees, including the
million-dollar facility in Markham,
Samaj connections and the brilliant
Canadian Federation of Intercultural Friendship and Taste
Ontario – the Vedic Cultural Centre
wisdom to guide others in the right
of Asia, to name just two. He was a recipient of the “Deeds
– which stands as a testament to his
direction.”
Speak Award” by York Regional Police for his contribution to
commitment to unity and communal
The late leader is also credited
promoting and celebrating diversity.
collaboration.
with inspiring the Arya Pratinidhi
Markham-Thornhill Member of Parliament, Mary Ng, said:
Those two bodies – Toronto Arya
Sabha America, a Congress of Arya
Amar Erry
“Erry devoted his life to making our community a better and
Samaj, made up largely of West
Samajs in North America, to hold
more inclusive place to call home, [and will be remembered
Indians from Guyana and Trinidad, and Arya Samaj Markham annual conferences (sammelans) in different cities to address
for] the countless acts of kindness he showed to all of us.”
consisting primarily of Indians from the Indian sub-continent
problems and to meet the challenges facing the Arya Samaj in
Shri Amar Erry’s passing is an incalculable loss to our world
and African and Indian Ocean territories – have coexisted and
the Americas. Four such conferences were held at the Vedic
that is yearning for that spirit of self sacrifice and being one’s
progressed in an atmosphere of mutuality and concord.
Cultural Centre in Markham under the leadership of Shri
brother’s keeper. His legacy will continue to shine and inspire
As a sign of their continued fraternal relations, the last rites
Amar Erry.
those left behind.
of Erry Ji were performed by Pt Vidyarthi Sriram, one of the
For Neera Chakravorty, General Secretary of Arya Samaj
Shri Amar Erry is survived by his wife Saroj; sons Sanjeev,
Priests of Toronto Arya Samaj.
Markham, “Amar Erry was a pure gentle soul and his legacy
Rajeev; daughter Geeta; daughters-in-law Sunita and Lisa; sonClose friend and associate of the departed, Anand
as a humanitarian leader will guide the people and future
in-law Nakul; sister/brother-in-law Saroj/Daksh Arya; brother
Rupnarain of the Toronto Arya Samaj, said he “will take solace
generations to practice peace, create love and harmony among
Davinder Erry; and five grand children.
in knowing that Erry Ji’s presence will forever be felt at the
ourselves and the community.”
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Strong, independent, & powerful
The following highlights are extracted from the
celebration of the life of Ruby Samlalsingh, ‘Remembering
Ruby’, which was delivered at the Mount Pleasant
Funeral Centre on January 16, 2021.
Ruby Samlalsingh: June 1, 1921 – January 6, 2021

R

uby Samlalsingh — Sister Rubes, Auntie Ruby — was
born in a Trinidad beyond our imagining in 1921. It
was a colonial possession within the British Empire.
The importation of Indentured labour from India had only
ceased four years earlier. Sugar and cocoa were still King. Car
registration had only commenced in 1912 (a railway went
from Port-of-Spain to San Fernando, stopping at the Claxton
Bay Junction en route).
I’m not even sure how one travelled up the long, winding
road from the junction to Sum Sum Hill, and to the house that
played such an important role in her life. In those days it was
a house that dominated the village, white, high, and standing
in its own lands, the sand quarry up the road, the stables and
paddock – they had racehorses – in the back.
Ruby’s Ma and Pa raised six daughters and two sons there.
Ma, a Boodoosingh — they were Christian by the time Ruby
was born — said her prayers in Hindi, and wore an ornhi.
She was a gentle soul by all accounts, mother to her children,
but also to the village, and to many of her relatives. Pa was
a businessman, a voracious reader of the newspapers, and
a bon vivant. His best friend was his brother, Cha Cha, or
uncle to Ruby, whose own big house was further up the road
in Tortuga. The brothers were inseparable, and so were their
families: Samlalsinghs all.
Clearly, in the Trinidad of the 1910s, and 1920s, this was
not a typical Indian family! Pa was also not typical – he wanted
his daughters to be educated. Wilma would precede Ruby to
University in Canada here in Toronto at Victoria College, and
she preceded her to India too; Winnie became the first Indian
woman in the civil service in colonial Trinidad. Each one of
them became a strong, independent, and powerful woman —

16

loving, warm, and gracious. Ruby was the baby…
The house itself was the centre of all their lives. The place
they grew up in; where they came back to; the place to which
the extended family came, sometimes lived, and treated as a
second home. The house itself was Claxton Bay. The glory days
would cease with the depression: sugar and cocoa would both
fail, but the house expanded, and the family lived on.
In 1942, Pa sent Ruby off to the University of Manitoba.
She was “the first female visible minority” to graduate there. It
is an awkward phrase, and I doubt that Ruby ever thought of
herself in those terms anyway. From Winnipeg she travelled
to a war-weary England where she worked at a diploma in the
Social Sciences at Liverpool.
Not ready to return home, she then embarked on what
many would consider the journey and adventure of a lifetime.
She set out by boat, alone, for India; once there, she travelled
the subcontinent, alone, from Kashmir to Kanyakumari and
all stops between, before moving on, alone, to Ceylon. No shy
retiring violet she.
•••
Ruby once calculated that in all she had 19 jobs during her
career. Several were responsible and of consequence, but the
most important was the five years she worked in Guyana.
In the mid 1950’s, the market for sugar was declining,
conditions on the estates were appalling, and politicians were
beginning to use this fact to give leverage to their ambitions. It
was then that, still in her early 30s, Ruby received an invitation
from Bookers Brothers and the sugar planters’ association
to go to colonial British Guiana to assess, report on, and to
improve the lot of the workers and their families.
Note that she did not apply for the position. She was asked
if she would go. Such was her reputation in her field that her
professors, English and West Indian, suggested her name. She
would say later that her accomplishments in Guyana marked
the high point of her working life.
Once there, she travelled widely, again often by herself,
investigating conditions and setting up facilities for the
women. Her actions, her decisions, and her reports had a

Ruby Samlalsingh
major and significant impact on the lives of the sugar workers.
These were the mid-1950’s. The feminist movement,
the Gloria Steinhams, the Bella Abzugs, and the Angela
Davises belong in the 1970’s. Ruby was ahead of them, and
I don’t think she ever called herself a feminist: she was Ruby
Samlalsingh.
After five years in Guyana, Ruby returned to Trinidad, but
her ‘hot-foot’ was soon to lead her back to Canada. In 1963,
at the age of 42, she enrolled at McGill University to study
Economics. A single, coming-to-middle age woman giving up
a good, comfortable life at home to be a student again.
•••
Ruby worked in the federal government until, ‘hot-foot’
again, she moved to Toronto in 1975, where she joined the
provincial government in the Premier’s Office, and then at
the Ministry of Labour. [Her] work on education, and on the
rights of teachers, the research she carried out, and the papers
she wrote, were valuable and influential in preparing the
legislation of the decade. She retired in 1986.
•••
Ruby passed away peacefully at her residence in Toronto on
January 6, 2021, less than half a year from her 100th birthday,
after a long illness.

indocaribbeanworld.com | february 03, 2021

MEMORIAM

Swami unified communities with OM as a focal point

D

evotees of Bharat Sevashram Sangha worldwide and
in particular the London Sevashram Sangha were on
Tuesday January 5, 2021 smitten with grief at the sad
news of the passing of Swami Nirliptanandaji Maharaj. The
beloved Swamiji passed away peacefully in his sleep at the age
of 86.
Born Vinode Persaud on October 24, 1934 at Golden
Fleece, Essequibo, Guyana, he later moved to Crane Village
on the West Demerara coast. As a young man, Vinode was an
accomplished cricketer, but opted to join the Guyana Ashram
at Cove and John, East Coast, Demerara as a prospective
Brahmachari in early 1962.
Quiet, polite, and respectful, Vinode came under the
wings of his Guruji Swami Purnanandaji Maharaj, who had
established the Guyana Ashram in October 1955. There, along
with other Brahmacharis, he was engaged in arduous manual
work and Ashram duties.
To establish the London Sevashram Sangha, in 1963 Guruji
acquired a property at 17 Stanlake Villas, Shepherds Bush, and
recruited Vinode along with Brahmachari Girija to assist with
renovations of the building.
Vinode, along with Brahmachari Girija and his Guruji lived
in cramped conditions, and worked tirelessly for three years
to get the Ashram physically in shape, all the while addressing
other issues such as the publication of the journal ‘Hinduism’,
organising public lectures and meetings, and holding services
for the Hindu community.
In 1964, Guruji formally initiated Vinode as a Brahmachari.
He served the London Ashram for the next ten years, after
which Guruji sent him to India to be trained as a Sanyasi.
His training ended in 1974 when he was inducted into the
Order of Sanyas as Swami Nirliptananda, and one year later
he returned to serve at the London Ashram. After Guruji
returned to India in 1986, Swami Nirliptananda assumed the
leadership on the London Ashram.
For the next 34 years until his passing, Swamiji served
the Hindu community from this base, and was instrumental
in moving the London Ashram to its present location at
Devonport Road.
Among his many significant achievements, Swamiji was

Swami Nirliptanandaji Maharaj
proud to have been the creator, in 2000, of the Annual OM
Day with the objective of unifying the Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist,
and Jain communities. He used the symbol and sound of
OM as the focal point of their meditation, discussion, and
celebration.
Interestingly, two days prior to his passing, on January 3,

2021, during the OM Day celebration, Swamiji was able to
deliver a brief message via Zoom.
One of Swamiji’s prime objectives was to harness the young
children within the spiritual fold. He delighted in seeing the
little ones playing the harmonium, flute, sitar, tabla, dholak,
and so on. He was thrilled when they performed at the OM
Day celebrations.
Swamiji also actively organised pilgrimages to holy places
in India for interested persons from London, North America,
Guyana, and Trinidad & Tobago. On one of these occasions,
Swamiji escorted eight London devotees on a six-week
pilgrimage to holy sites in India, which brought to life the
stories and personalities from such texts as the Ramayana,
Mahabharata, and others. It was spiritually invigorating and
unforgettable.
While it was a memorable journey for the devotees, Swamiji
fell and hurt his knee while on a visit to the Brahma Temple
high up on a mountain. He became seriously ill and could not
breathe. Consequently, the trip was aborted, but Swamiji never
complained.
Swamiji edited the monthly London Sevashram News,
wrote many articles and published the Bhagavad Gita in
simple English. He launched a booklet titled, SEVA at the
House of Commons.
Swamiji represented the Hindu religion in several forums,
in Brussels, Rome, Trinidad, Guyana, and Canada. He brought
awareness to the leaders of London Boroughs by inviting them
to the Ashram, and at Diwali time, a Diya was lit in the UK
and European Parliaments.
Swami Nirliptananda’s devotion to his Guru, Swami
Purnanandaji and the Sangha’s Founder, Guru Maharaj, has
always been steadfast. He courageously faced the challenges
presented in the course of his stewardship of the London
Ashram.
In 2019 Swamiji was made Vice President of the Bharat
Sevashram Sangha.
On his passing prayers and tributes poured in from all
quarters for the wellbeing and liberation of his Soul/Atma on
its next journey.
(With files from Girija & Chameli Singh Meir.)

Relationship complicated with India & diaspora

FROM PAGE 15
One must not forget the growth of the
Muslim community and its contact with India,
and the Middle East. The United Sadr Islamic
Anjuman, the Muslim League, the Ahmadiyas,
and others, saw substantial influence in the
community, and a school, Muslim College,
was established in Georgetown. There were
also private Hindu and Muslim schools
in various parts of Guyana, but they were
attached to the Mandirs and Masjids and
taught mainly Hindi and Arabic, or Urdu.
The 1970s witnessed the closest contact
between India and the Caribbean. This was
the result of a policy by the Indira Gandhi
government to cultivate ties and spread
Indian culture. Guyana was chosen as the
headquarters to promulgate this policy. Indian
Cultural Centers were established across the
Diaspora.
In the case of Guyana, and later Trinidad,
Pratap and Priya Pawar played a significant
role in training locals in classical dance.
Marilyn Bose and Philip McClintock became
international stars. Marilyn excelled as a
Kathak dancer, married an Indian, and
became Head of Arts at the Modern School
in Delhi. She was part of the Indian official
delegation that visited Guyana for the 150
Anniversary of East Indian migration to the
Caribbean.
The programs by Pratap and Priya Pawar
were so successful that their contracts were
extended, after which they went to Trinidad,
and also had a positive impact there. The
foregoing description shows the deep roots
that India has had in the psyche of the
indentured, and this does not include the
visits by Mohamed Rafi, Mukesh, Manna Dey,
Amitabh Bachchan, Sonu Nigam, and others,
to the shores of the Caribbean.
Swami Askharananda left Guyana for
India and showed his intellectual acumen by
studying in the West, as well. Today he runs
a secondary school that incorporates the

Diaspora presence in Queens, NY
traditions of India, and is a top institution in
the Caribbean.
We must not forget our own Julius Nathoo,
who was Principal of Saraswat High School,
and he produced many top scholars that are
all over the world.
Despite these ties, the relationship between
India, and her children overseas, has been
complicated. Language has been a barrier, but
distance should not be ignored.
In Suriname, Hindi is spoken fluently, but
Indian Surinamese complain that they are
not accepted by mainstream India, as they are
seen as having been away for too long.
If India sees us as not belonging, how do
we see ourselves? This too is problematic. We
operate on different spheres.
We are Guyanese, Trinidadian, Surinamese,
Caribbean, Indo-Caribbean, Indian, East
Indian, and while we may say these with
pride, we are seen as pseudo-Indian, half-
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caste, hyphenated, and confined to a state of
permanent resident ‘Outsidership’.
Some gave their souls to India as the
mother country. Imagine the let-down when
Indira Gandhi visited Guyana and failed to
condemn the rigged elections there. This
was after she promised an Indo-Caribbean
delegation that went to see her in India.
We sing bhajans, reggae, and calypso and
also dance happily to bhangra, the latest
Bollywood offerings, and we can match
any singer or dancer from India. One IndoCaribbean Mandir in New York paid Anup
Jalota (US) $10,000 to perform at a concert.
Two local members sang Anup Jalota songs
as a tribute to him, at the end of which Anup
said, “Why did you invite me? You don’t need
me. These guys were better than me!” And
yes, without boasting, we can match anyone
intellectually.
We live in an interdependent world. We
must learn from each other and take the best
that is on offer. The many Indian businesses
in Queens, New York, would go under if IndoCaribbean people decided not to support
them, but do they support Indo-Caribbean
business? Do they donate to Indo-Caribbean
events? The boss is never around!
India is an emotional attachment. We must
treasure it. We must be grateful to those hardy
souls that crossed the kala pani, and we must
use the collective experiences to conquer new
worlds. India and the Caribbean will meet,
as it must, but our differences speak to a
boundless Indo-Caribbean imagination.
I am yet to see how the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas, or GOPIO, has benefitted IndoCaribbeans. A more sensible policy would be
for Indo-Caribbean people, in the Caribbean,
to found an organisation to further their own
welfare, and incorporate the diaspora.
This is something that Swamiji, Ravi Dev,
Dr Thomas Singh, Deo Gosine, Dr Balkrishna
Naipaul, Dr Bertie Ramcharan, and others,
can consider.
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AUTHOR’S CORNER

Bernard
Heydorn

Ode to America
City of Dreams
Unlit Roads, 2000

I dreamed a dream,
An assembly of friends;
Comrades, lovers all All races – no races.
Living in peace
And brotherly love;
Living in sisterly kindness
And compassion.
Atlantis, Alhambra, Nirvana,
Utopia, Camelot, Shangri La,
A heavenly court.
No hunger, no pain, no tears,
No want, no war, no worry,
No illness, no envy, no greed.
No more the lonely,
No more the loveless,
No more injustice,
No more rich,
And no more poor.
No labour,
No leader,
No slave,
No betrayal,
No young
Nor old;
Innocents all;
All for one
And one for all;
All in all
Paradise gained
in this
My city of love,
In this
My city of dreams.

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Persad-Bissessar: Bring nationals home
Port-of-Spain – Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar tions has seen many sole traders, shop owners, and business
last week accused National Security Minister Stuart Young of owners unable to return to open their businesses since March
trying to “hide” behind the business sector as a rationale for 2020, as they are stuck [outside] the country.”
keeping up what she described as an “evil exemption policy”.
Last Wednesday Persad-Bissessar attempted to show how
Persad-Bissessar has continued her criticism of the han- Young was manipulating the exemption process to favour some,
dling of the repatriation of Trinidad and Tobago citizens who including the family and friends of government officials.
have been stranded abroad since March
According to media reports, Persad22, 2020. Last Wednesday she raised a
Bissessar called on Young, and others,
private motion of no confidence against
to explain why 17 Chinese nationals
Young in the Parliament, calling the govwere allowed to enter Trinidad and
ernment’s process to return home “dracoTobago, and were also not quarantined.
nian” and “authoritarian”.
Meanwhile, thousands of Trinidad and
Since the local borders were closed
Tobago nationals were being denied their
last March due to the Covid-19 pandemconstitutional and birthright to return
ic, the government put in place an online
home.
application process for nationals to apply
Later, the government responded, sayfor permission to return home. Young is
ing some of the Chinese nationals who
the only authority that grant approvals,
entered the country were diplomats.
and he continues to be accused of mis“While he can boast about big indushandling and abusing the process.
tries, does he even have an idea of the
Persad-Bissessar said late last week
chaos and loss being experienced in the
that “Young continues to try to deflect
small and medium sector? These cirattention from the severely damaging
cumstances have created the case where
impact of his government’s unlawful and
it is not Covid-19 which has destroyed
discriminatory exemption policy”.
our economy, but the selfish, shameful,
She added, “The Minister of National
and evil acts of members of this PNM
Kamla Persad-Bissessar
Security is now trying to hide behind
administration like Stuart Young that
the rationale of ‘keeping the business sector going’ as a feeble have crippled our economy.”
excuse for granting exemptions to big business, while citizens
Persad-Bissessar noted the start of February being “almost
are being blocked from returning to the land of their birth. This one year later” since the border closure, and added, “this heartis absolutely unacceptable.”
ache and immoral act against citizens cannot persist”.
Persad-Bissessar said while big businesses have managed to
Said Persad-Bissessar: “It is time Stuart Young grows up;
keep their operations going, “hundreds of smaller businesses steps up, and brings our people home. He cannot insult his way
have shut down because many of the entrepreneurs, skilled out of the mess he has created. These are real people, our fellow
employees, and specialists employed within them are unable to citizens, who are suffering.”
return home”.
Additionally, “Young must end the political charades and
Said Persad-Bissessar: “Young’s atrocious policy of unfairly lies, because the same methods that are being employed to let
blocking citizens with his arbitrary method of granting exemp- in foreign nationals could be done to bring in our own citizens.”

TT’s rating falls in Corruption Perception Index
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago is a corrupt society vided false salary slips...”
where people believe they can bribe public officials to get whatHowever, Thompson-Ahye was optimistic, saying corruption
ever they want. The Covid-19 pandemic has also exposed the is not an insurmountable mountain the country cannot overlevels of corruption in the society, Independent Senator Hazel come. She said this could be done by ensuring several things,
Thompson-Ahye has said.
including the development of parliamentary processes to hold
Thompson-Ahye made her statements during the launch of State institutions to account, the integrity and independence of
the 2020 Corruption Perception Index,
the Judiciary, and freedom of the media.
which was virtually hosted in PortAccording to the latest CPI, Trinidad
of-Spain by the Trinidad and Tobago
and Tobago fell one place from 85 in
Transparency Institute.
2019 to 86 in 2020 with the same score
The CPI ranks 180 countries and
of 40 out of 100. The average score was
territories by perceived levels of public
43. More than two-thirds of countries
sector corruption. It uses a scale of zero
scored below 50 on this year’s CPI.
to 100, where zero is highly corrupt,
Top countries are Denmark and New
and 100 is very clean. Trinidad and
Zealand, which both scored 88 out of
Tobago placed 86th with a score of 40.
100, followed by Finland, Singapore,
Thompson-Ahye lamented that
Sweden, and Switzerland, with scores
Trinidad and Tobago is perceived as a
of 85 each.
highly corrupt country.
The countries deemed to be most
Said Thompson-Ahye: “In the past,
corrupt were South Sudan, and Somalia,
at least two registrar generals had
with scores of 12 each, followed by Syria
expressed to me their fears about the
(14), Yemen (15), and Venezuela (15).
level of corruption in their departThe highest ranking Caribbean
ments. One said she was shocked when
country is Barbados with a score of
she told a member of the public that
64, and a ranking of 29. It is followed
she could not facilitate his request,
by The Bahamas, with a score of 63,
it was interpreted to mean she was
and a ranking of 30; St Vincent and the
not being offered enough money. He
Grenadines, with a score of 59, and a
Hazel Thompson-Ahye
offered her more, and she had to run
ranking of 40; Dominica with a score of
him out of her office. People believe they can pay and get any- 55, and a ranking of 48; Grenada with a score of 53, and a rankthing they want in this country.”
ing of 52; and Jamaica with a score off 44, and a ranking of 69.
She recounted hearing of instances where people purchased
Trinidad finished below Guyana. Its finish is also the third
fraudulent birth certificates and other documents.
lowest scoring country in the region, with only Venezuela (15)
“One time my friend encountered a young man who boasted and Suriname (38) receiving lower scores.
he could make any certificate; you name it, he can make it,” she
Guyana went up by one point with a score of 41, and a ranksaid.
ing of 83 out of the 180 countries.
She noted there are customs officers and police officers
The CPI report also noted the impaction of Covid-19, saying
whose lifestyles are well beyond their pay rates, which gives the “Corruption continues to contribute to democratic backsliding
impression of corrupt activities.
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Countries with higher levels of
She added that the Covid-19 pandemic also brought fur- corruption rely on less democratic responses to the crisis.”
ther corruption to light, as there had been reports of persons
It added: “This year’s CPI paints a grim picture of the state of
attempting to defraud the State in order to access Covid-19 corruption worldwide. While most countries have made little to
relief grants and aid.
no progress in tackling corruption in nearly a decade, more than
Said Thompson-Ahye: “Stories began to emerge about fraud- two-thirds of countries score below 50.”
ulent claims for relief being made that could not be substanti“Our analysis shows corruption not only undermines the
ated. It was not just the potential recipients whose wrongdoings global health response to Covid-19, but contributes to a conwere being unearthed, but also those of employers who pro- tinuing crisis of democracy,” it noted.
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CAL still flying to YYZ
Port-of-Spain – Majority State-owned Caribbean Airlines
Ltd says the decision by four Canadian airlines to suspend
flights to the Caribbean until the end of April will not have an
immediate impact on CAL’s flights to Toronto.
In October 2020, CAL announced that it would offer a twiceweekly service between the Cheddi Jagan International Airport
in Guyana and the Lester
B Pearson International,
Toronto, Canada. The flights
operate on Mondays and
Fridays, with connections
available from Trinidad and
Barbados.
Over the weekend a CAL
spokesperson said there was
no impact “at the moment
on Caribbean Airlines flights
operating from Guyana to
Toronto”.
Last
Friday
Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
Justin Trudeau
announced that Air Canada,
WestJet, Sunwing, and Air Transat had all agreed to suspend
flights to the Caribbean until April 30. The restrictions went
into effect on Sunday.
“New variants of Covid-19 pose a real challenge to Canada.
That is why we need to take extra measures,” Trudeau said when
he made the announcement.
Following Trudeau’s announcement, Air Canada said it
will operate a number of one-way commercial flights from
affected destinations after January 31 to bring customers back to
Canada. Customers impacted by the new rules “will be offered
full refunds given the services are being suspended with no
alternative available”, the airline said.
WestJet said it was working to bring its guests already vacationing back to Canada over the next two weeks, and would be
notifying those booked to travel during the impacted period of
their options.
Late last week Air Transat said it was working on a repatriation plan for its customers outside Canada.

US advises against T&T travel
Port-of-Spain – The US Embassy in Port-of-Spain last week
advised its citizens to reconsider travelling to Trinidad and
Tobago due to restrictions to prevent the spread of Covid-19,
and the prevalence of crime, terrorism, and kidnapping.
According to the embassy’s website, it stated on January 25
that the Centers for Disease Control had issued a “Level 3”
travel health notice for Trinidad and Tobago due to Covid-19.
A “Level 3” alert is defined as a guide to “reconsider travel to
Trinidad and Tobago”. Its Level 4 status means “Do not travel”.
According to information on the website, “Travellers to
Trinidad and Tobago may experience border closures, airport
closures, travel prohibitions, stay at home orders, business
closures, and other emergency conditions within Trinidad and
Tobago due to Covid-19.”
With regard to crime, several areas were listed in Trinidad
where US citizens should not visit.
These areas include, “Laventille, Beetham, Sea Lots, Cocorite,
and the interior of Queen’s Park Savannah in Port-of-Spain as
violent crime, such as murder, robbery, assault, sexual assault,
and home invasion is common”.
For US citizens currently in Trinidad and Tobago the
Embassy advised: “Use caution when walking or driving at
night. Be aware of your surroundings. Do not display overt
signs of wealth, such as expensive watches or jewellery. Be extra
vigilant when visiting ATMs."
It added: “Do not physically resist any robbery attempt.
Follow the instructions of local authorities and monitor local
media for breaking events and adjust your plans based on new
information.”
The embassy also noted that “gang activity, such as narcotics
trafficking is common, while a significant portion of violent
crime is gang-related”.
US citizens thinking of travelling to Trinidad and Tobago
should also be aware of terrorism, the embassy stated.
“Terrorists may attack with little or no warning, targeting
tourist locations, transportation hubs, markets/shopping malls,
local government facilities, hotels, clubs, restaurants, places of
worship, parks, major sporting and cultural events, educational
institutions, airports and other public areas,” it said.
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T&T set to receive month-end shipment of Covid-19 vaccines
Port-of-Spain – Trinidad and Tobago is set to receive so far, though it had brought with it many sleepless nights.
between 100,000 to 120,000 doses of the AstraZeneca two-dose
Pointing to the 4,000 deaths per day occurring in the US, he
vaccine by the end of February into March. It means approxi- said if the government had not moved decisively to take action,
mately 50,000 to 60,000 persons will receive the vaccine in this then the nation could have seen 17 people dying per day.
nation’s first phase of inoculations.
Deyalsingh said the rollout of the vaccine
News of the delivery was announced by
will follow two parallel systems. In the pubHealth Minister Terrence Deyalsingh late
lic sector, it will be managed by the Ministry
last week. The information of the procureof Health, while the private health care secment was delivered last Saturday by Dr
tor will be managed by itself, with oversight
Erica Wheeler of the Pan American Health
from the ministry through Health Systems
Organization. The vaccines were procured
Adviser, Dr Stewart Smith.
via the COVAX Facility.
Deyalsingh also spoke to the emergent
Speaking to the Trinidad and Tobago
variants of Covid-19, saying this developMedical Association Virtual Presidential
ment had hastened the ministry’s decision to
Inauguration & Conferring of Honours
scale up the vaccination programme, both in
Ceremony 2021, Deyalsingh said the hope
terms of time and quantity.
to manage this pandemic was a vaccine.
“The science tells us if you don’t want
Admitting the rollout of vaccine across
these variants to become entrenched, you
the globe had proven to be very problemneed to vaccinate your population as quickly
atic, he said, “Some countries have taken a
as humanly possible,” he said.
decision that they will rollout all their doses,
Deyalsingh also revealed he had reached
Terrence Deyalsingh
not knowing whether they will get a batch of
out to five private hospitals that agreed to be
vaccines for the second shot as recommended by manufactur- part of the vaccination initiative.
ers.”
Said Deyalsingh: “The private sector will be doing their vacWith Trinidad and Tobago preparing to receive vaccines cination programme in tandem with the public sector. What we
since last year, Deyalsingh recounted that Prime Minister Dr are aiming to do is to take the vaccination to people, instead of
Keith Rowley signed an expression of interest on July 18, 2020, people coming for the vaccination.”
cementing the country’s entry into the COVAX Facility.
He said the vaccines will be given to the private facilities for
Noting the Covid-19 pandemic had “put a different spin on free, and he has appealed to the operators of these institutions to
life,” Deyalsingh said Trinidad and Tobago had managed it well also “give it away free”. He was heartened not to not encounter

UNI-TnT reaches out to migrant workers

tribute the meals to the workers who were waiting inside their
From Page 1
UNI-TnT was motivated to reach out to the stranded farm bunkhouses.
According to Rampersad, one moment that stood out was
workers following its leaders watching a CBC Fifth Estate investigation, Bitter Harvest. That particular episode probed, among meeting a worker from his parents’ village back in south
other things, the uncertainty and tribulations being endured by Trinidad.
“He was quite emotional when he discovered who I was,”
foreign labourers working inside the many constraints imposed
Rampersad said, adding, “You should have seen how the sadby Covid-19.
Said Rampersad: “What our group discovered was we were ness left his face; the man actually teared-up, but it was with
all touched following that Fifth Estate episode. Personally, I felt happiness.”
Although Covid-19 restrictions are hampering UNI-TnT’s
quite a lot of empathy for the stranded workers.”
efforts to further assist
Rampersad
said
the farm workers, the
he and his family
group is still making
are familiar with the
plans to resume, and to
rigours of farm work.
extend, its outreach to
As he said, past vismigrant workers as soon
its to Trinidad and
as it becomes possible.
Tobago have seen him
According
to
labouring alongside
Rampersad, the plan
relatives in fields in
moving forward is to
south Trinidad. Here in
organise a food drive,
Ontario, his family has
and then head out to
helped an uncle who
more farms in the area.
owns a celery farm.
Said
Rampersad:
UNI-TnT felt a ges“There are so many
ture was needed to the
farms. It is a broad area,
migrant workers in
their hour of need, he UNI-TnT reaches out: From (l-r) are Anil Bekhoo, volunteer, with and some workers are
hardly receiving support.
said. Consequently, the team leaders Pacos Goberdhan & Neill Rampersad, and farm
What we’re planning to
group met and talked worker advocate Leanne Arnal
do is organise a food drive so we can reach out and support
about “doing something for the workers”, Rampersad said.
A common understanding that emerged as UNI-TnT formu- workers at these smaller farms.”
UNI-TnT has been in existence since 2015. Since its inceplated its plan of action was Rampersad knowing, from his firsthand experience with farm work, what were the immediate and tion, it has become a voice for Canadian-Trinidadians in uniting
long-term hardships facing the workers. He was also aware that and building relationships within and outside the community.
There are nine core members who come from professional
the farms’ seasonal infrastructure, such as worker accommodabackgrounds, and together, they have hosted many functions,
tion, was not “outfitted for the winter here”.
“We all know the climate here is challenging; we also under- with the funds raised going to donations.
Said Rampersad: “In the past and ongoing, this team has
stood the workers could not return to Trinidad and Tobago;
that many were awaiting exemptions from the Trinidad and organised many family-oriented events in Toronto, as well as
Tobago government, and that it was quite a predicament to be joint efforts with Trinidadian organisations, such as Rapid Fire
Kidz Foundation, and the Spice Boys Foundation.”
in,” he said.
Trinidad and Tobago has benefited from UNI-TnT’s generSaid Rampersad: “The first thing we did was contact the
farm owners, who then put us in contact with Leanne Arnal, osity, with the group providing wheelchairs, laptops to assist
an advocate and local activist who is working on behalf of the children with online learning, comfortable school furniture,
labourers. More details then became available, so UNI-TnT was hampers for flood victims, and toys during the Christmas season for children at the San Fernando Hospital and surrounding
able to act.”
Working with Island Mix Restaurant & Lounge, UNI-TnT areas. Here in Canada, it has assisted the socially displaced, and
organised the meal, and made the trip to Simcoe on January 3. conducted food drives.
UNI-TnT’s members are Tony Chankar, Carlos Maharaj, Ejaz
Costs for the effort were shared by both UNI-TnT and Island
Pancheco, Neil Sabare, Steve Ramrattan, Pacos Goberdhan,
Mix Restaurant & Lounge, Rampersad said.
“It was a big cook,” he said, adding the target was to provide Petranella Marchan, Mahadeo Sankhar, and Neill Rampersad.
Check out UNI-TnT online:
a hot meal for 130 workers: 100 at Schuyler Farms, and 30 at
Website: www.uni-tnt.com
Martin Family Fruit Farms.
Facebook: facebook.com/UniTntCharity
Rampersad said UNI-TnT team leaders, volunteers Anil
Instagram: instagram.com/uni_tnt/
Bekhoo and Melissa Dookhan, and workers, pulled together as
Twitter: https://twitter.com/uni_tnt
a team, observing all Covid-19 protocols, to package and dis-
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hesitation to his request, he said.
Indicating private institutions will not only receive vaccines
for their frontline workers and patients, Deyalsingh said it
would also benefit the immediate community settings, where
these institutions are situated as part of the effort to take the
vaccine to people.
Deyalsingh said 1.5 million syringes are stockpiled, and
one million alcohol swabs. He added that field training exercises are continuing, with the government soon conducting
three real-life vaccination programmes in Couva, Arima, and
Tobago to assist the ministry to compile its Standard Operating
Procedures, which will then be disseminated to the Trinidad
and Tobago Medical Association for distribution.
According to Deyalsingh, the health ministry has the capacity to store over 300,000 vaccines between two and eight
degrees, such as the AstraZeneca. There is also capacity to store
200 Pfizer vaccines at -70 degrees; and similar capacity to store
the Moderna vaccine at -20 degrees.
Trinidad and Tobago’s vaccine acquisition is being done via
three channels including the COVAX Facility; bi-lateral talks
with manufacturers such as Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca,
and Sinopharm; and through the Caricom initiative using the
African Medical Council to procure vaccines for the region.

T&T govt needs clear
plan for vaccinations

Port-of-Spain – President of the American Chamber of
Commerce of Trinidad and Tobago Patricia Ghany believes
Trinidad and Tobago is on track to be one of the last countries
on the planet to fully reopen, given that it has ordered just
25,000 full doses of the Covid-19 vaccine, with no clarity around
additional orders.
She said while certainty will be elusive for several months,
Trinidad and Tobago needs a clear and coherently articulated
vaccination plan.
Ghany made the statements during Amcham’s Economic
Outlook Forum for
2021, which was held
last week.
“… [We] saw the
[European
Union]
being pushed down the
schedule for delivery
of vaccines due to later
confirmation of orders
than the UK. We must
move swiftly to secure
additional doses of the
vaccines – Moderna,
Pfizer, AstraZenecaOxford – and have a
plan to ensure that the
majority of the populaPatricia Ghany
tion is vaccinated in the
shortest possible time, ideally by the middle of the year at latest,”
she said.
Additionally, “[As] a small and open economy, the rest of the
world will likely require vaccinations to enter their countries,
so, in addition to continued risk to the population, and possible
moves to limit business activity without widespread vaccination, it is likely that Trinbagonians may go from being stuck
abroad to stuck on an island without widespread vaccination.”
Ghany said while there is no specific strategy or magic bullet
to ensuring a healthy 2021, there were other things Trinidad and
Tobago could do to be more resilient.
She noted Covid-19 forced the closure of many businesses,
with shutdown of major sectors that led to employees either
furloughed or laid-off. Additionally, there is the growing death
toll, she said.
“Today, even with this uncertain outlook, we have an opportunity before us to challenge ourselves to be more bold, more
innovative, and even more transformative in the way we conduct our business operations,” Ghany said.
She added the situation today requires fearless and bold
visionary leadership to do the improbable.
“We can’t play it safe or look to surrender. We must meet the
moment,” she declared.
Ghany stressed that being bolder, more innovative, as well as
attracting more investment would be easier if the components
of State were more efficient.
Said Ghany, “... [There] is a lot that the government should
do, and these things have been clearly identified before. So now
it is up to those in authority to act. What would be useful is a
more effective reporting and evaluation framework, ideally as
part of the national budget presentation,” Ghany stated.
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A PerfoRming Artist’s Profile

East meets west as Surya Kumari merges worlds
Stage, TV, & hardship chosen over fame & stardom

By Anu Kumar
n February 1961, a historic fringe theatre in New York
staged Rabindranath Tagore’s play The King
of the Dark Chamber. In the cast were a
young, upcoming Madhur Jaffrey, who would
go on to become a doyenne of food writing, and
Brock Peters, who later played Tom Robinson in
the film version of To Kill a Mockingbird. But the
scene-stealer among them was the female lead,
Surya Kumari.
Reviewers called Surya Kumari’s performance
“beautiful” and “convincing”. She was the
play’s “chief adornment”, they said – she was
the “lovely jewel of the east”; “India’s best
ambassador”.
The play ran for a successful ten months, and
Surya Kumari’s distinguished turn as Queen
Sudarshana won her an Off-Broadway Theater
Award or OBIE. It was the first time an Indian
actor had received the prestigious honour, and
it proved a landmark in the career of a woman
who was no stranger to plaudits.
Even before her triumph under the spotlights
in New York, Surya Kumari was famous. She
had starred in over 25 films in Telugu, Tamil,
and Hindi. She was a well-known singer, with
several records to her name. And her dance performances were
lavished with praise. That she chose to fashion a new path for
herself in a different country makes for an intriguing story. A
story pieced together from newspaper references, a “memorial
volume” produced soon after her death in 2005, and firsthand accounts from her Texas-based nephew, Devaguptapu
Rao, who shares her love for the
theatre.

I

Surya Kumari and Dilip Kumar in ‘Uran Khatola’

Mukherjee of Filmistan and Hungarian-born director
Primakoff helped Surya Kumari find her feet at the time. She
Alexander Paal, never saw the light of day after it ran into
found a flat and roles in BBC plays and TV serials. These
controversy with the Indian film censor board. It starred Alex
included, among others, playing a maharani in an adaptation
D’Arcy, Surya Kumari, Vyjayanthimala, and Ashok Kumar,
of E. Nesbit’s The Phoenix and the Carpet; and a doctor in
among others.
possession of a stolen cholera vaccine in an episode of the
After this, Surya Kumari moved back to the stage. As
series Interpol Calling. She also had bit roles in television plays,
G. Krishnamurti, editor of
such as Drums Along the Avon, and Hard Labour.
Suryakumari: A Memorial
In 1973, she married the writer, poet and painter Harold
Tribute, writes, the praises for her
Elvin, who was 18 years her senior. In the early 1940s, Elvin
performance in Tagore’s Arjunahad been a nightwatchman at the British Embassy in Moscow.
Life of Glamour
Chitra encouraged her to travel
He also spent some time exploring the Soviet Union on his
Born in 1925 in Rajahmundry,
out. She wanted to showcase her
old Raleigh bicycle – an experience that he wrote about in
then part of Madras Presidency,
stage performances and explore
A Cockney in Moscow. His other books included Once Upon
Surya Kumari (also spelled
opportunities in the emerging
a Time in Siberia, The Gentle Russian, Elvin’s Rides: Laos,
Suryakumari) was first noticed
world of television. Her nephew
Cambodia and Thailand, and The Ride to Chandigarh, which
for her amazing musical skills.
Devaguptapu Rao agrees. She
was about his travels in India in the mid-1950s.
As the story goes, a young Surya
gravitated to the “immediacy”
It was in replicating something that had brought her success
Kumari would accompany
of the stage, he said: “[The]
in India that Surya Kumari became a more familiar name
her uncle, the freedom fighter
remoteness of a celluloid screen
to the British public. In 1971, she formally set up the India
Tanguturi Prakasam (who later
didn’t quite appeal to her”.
Performing Arts Society to train students and give Kuchipudi
became Andhra Pradesh’s first
For a while in the early 1960s,
and Bharatnatyam recitals. Until 1990, it became a tradition
chief minister), to political events,
Surya Kumari lived in New York,
for Surya Kumari to stage annual performances in London’s
where she performed patriotic
sharing an apartment with two
Southbank Centre. The team that accompanied her included
songs in her mellifluous voice. The
other working women. Besides
Keshav Sathe on tabla, Vemu Mukunda on the veena and
singing was overheard by someone
working in Hitchcock’s research
Anand Pillay on sitar. In 1973, Surya Kumari released an
in the Tamil film industry, and
team for the long-running TV
album, entitled Songs of India, that included her renditions
suggestions and recommendations
series Alfred Hitchcock Presents,
of Tagore songs and a Thyagaraja composition. She also
soon turned into something real.
she taught courses on Indian
performed to poems written by her husband Harold.
After Vipranarayana (1937),
theatre and dance at Columbia
Her last television appearance was in an episode of The
her debut film, she went on to
Harold Elvin
University. She was part of the
Jewel in the Crown (1984). She died in 2005, aged almost 80.
star in several movies, first in
research team for Mark Robson’s film, Nine Hours to Rama,
Towards the end of her life, she was engaged in collecting
Tamil and Telugu, and then in Hindi. The hits Adrishtam
based on Stanley Wolpert’s novel.
material related to the medieval Sufi saint Kabir, who searched
(1938, Tamil) and Raithubidda (1939, Telugu) were followed
It was a life more austere than the one she was used to.
for common ground among religions, and insisted that for all
with Deena Bandhu (1942, Telugu), and Krishna Prema (1943,
But soon her role in the Krishna Shah-directed The King of
their differences, all human beings had a lot in common.
Telugu), in which she played the male mythological character
the Dark Chamber changed her life
Narada. In the late 1940s, she performed as part of a cultural
again. She travelled with Shah and
organisation raising money for the indigent.
the play’s choreographer Bhasker
There was a change of direction in the early 1950s. After
Roy Chowdhury to apartheid-era
winning the Miss Madras title and placing runner-up in the
South Africa on the invitation of
Miss India pageant, she was invited to the US as part of a
an arts organisation called United
14-member Indian film delegation by the Motion Picture
Artists.
Association of America. Among the other delegates were
A second play directed by Shah,
actors Prem Nath, David Abraham, Nargis, and Bina Rai.
entitled Kindly Monkeys, prompted
Surya Kumari to move to London
Celluloid Dreams
in 1965. The play, co-starring Saeed
The delegation met such eminences as Eleanor Roosevelt,
Jaffrey and written by eccentric
Cecille DeMille, Frank Capra, and Cesar Romero. As accounts
of the day have it, there was anticipation that filmmaker Alfred American playwright Milton
Hood Ward – his only play to be
Hitchcock, greatly charmed by Surya Kumari’s grace and her
professionally produced – was set
fluency in English, would offer her and Prem Nath a film. But
in an Indian temple that is besieged
the expectations came to naught in a set-up where studios and
unexpectedly by American visitors.
actor guilds negotiated and decided most production matters.
The indifferent response to it meant
Nevertheless, Surya Kumari stayed in touch with Hitchcock,
there was little chance of it travelling
and on her second, longer stint in the US, she ended up
to the US, and Surya Kumari chose
working in his story research team.
to remain in London. It was here
In the intervening period, from 1952 to 1960, she acted in
she would find renewed success, and
more movies, notably Watan (1954, Hindi) and Uran Khatola
love too.
(1955, Hindi), co-starring Dilip Kumar, Jeevan, and Nimmi.
An old friend from her days in
In Uran Khatola, she played the disdainful queen of a secret
Surya Kumari & Alfred Hitchcock (Photos: Suryakumari-Elvin: A Memorial
the Hindi film world, the Russiankingdom dominated by women. A notable East-West movie
Vol., compiled & edited by G. Krishnamurti, Videsandhra Publications, 2007)
production, Bombay Flight 417, partly produced by Shashadhar born costume designer Ludmilla
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Bollywood’s Changing Landscape

Netflix, Amazon drive streaming entertainment boom in India

N

Worliman Photo

notes Indian-Canadian filmmaker Dylan Mohan Gray, “the
etflix and Amazon Prime are investing hundreds of
millions of dollars in India, driving an unprecedented movies have become shorter; there tends to be fewer songs;
there are more musical montages”. Gray, who directed the
entertainment boom in the country. By backing more
popular Netflix docuseries Bad Boy Billionaires: India – an
subversive and taboo-breaking shows – which address sexual
investigation into India’s most infamous tycoons – believes this
violence, caste inequalities and political corruption – these
online shift to more provocative material is in part due to this
online giants are also fostering a new generation of Indian
“changing in the cinematic landscape”.
storytellers who are giving
Just two years ago, many of India’s most
their country, and streaming
acclaimed actors and actresses wouldn’t have
audiences worldwide, a new
signed up for a film or series made just for a
view of themselves.
streaming site.
Netflix's Sacred Games,
“Now they’re willing to do it because the
which kicked off the Indian
prestige related to it and the viewership has
streaming boom three years
changed a lot,” notes Gray, who says there is an
ago, is a thriller — adapted
“arms race” underway between international
from Vikram Chandra’s
and domestic platforms competing for Indian
2006 novel – which mixes
viewers.
“24”-style beat-the-clock
Indian streaming sites, backed by big local
action with topical satire
content providers and corporate financing,
on police corruption and
are facing major competition from the likes
caste inequalities. A subplot
of Netflix, Amazon Prime, and Hotstar, a
involving a theatrical agent
streaming service owned by Disney. The
who farms out Bollywood
global platforms see huge opportunity in the
actresses for sex could have
Indian market, and to attract Indian viewers,
been taken directly from
are pouring cash into local content.
several real-life prostitution
In 2019-2020, Netflix invested around 30
scandals.
billion rupees (US $410 million) to produce
Delhi Crime, another Netflix
and license Indian content, including
show, goes further, crafting
provocative series like Delhi Crime and Leila,
its script using the actual
Dylan Mohan Grey
but also mainstream, broad-appeal shows like
police files of the investigation
animated kids series Mighty Little Bheem and the satisfyingly
of the notorious 2012 gang rape and murder that led to the
trashy reality series Fabulous Lives of Bollywood Wives.
reform of India’s sexual assault laws. Starring Shefali Shah, of
In addition to shows in Hindi and English, Amazon and
Monsoon Wedding fame, Delhi Crime in November became the
Netflix are also creating original content in regional languages
first Indian series to win best drama at the International Emmy
including Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam.
awards.
The Covid-19 crisis, which has shut down Indian cinemas,
Tandav, a gritty new political drama from Amazon Prime,
has also made streaming more attractive for viewers and film
is billed as India’s answer to House of Cards. Aravind Adiga’s
producers alike. Increasingly, producers are experimenting
Booker Prize-winning novel White Tiger is another Indian
with online-only releases.
movie premiering on Netflix.
Change in Style
Long-form immersive storytelling like this was almost
unknown in India before the streaming boom. Indian TV
focused mainly on soaps and long-running serials with
mainstream, family-friendly appeal. Similarly, the bulk of
Bollywood movies studiously avoid controversy, focusing
instead on big dance numbers with a guaranteed happy end.
A more critical and nuanced view of Indian society has
come from independent cinema – from the neo-realism of
Satyajit Ray’s films of the 1950s and 1960s to recent works by
the likes of Ritesh Batra (The Lunchbox) and Anurag Kashyap
(Gangs of Wasseypur). But before Netflix and Co., these indie
directors had neither the money to make big shows, nor the
opportunity provided by global streamers to have their work
seen by millions worldwide.
The Indian streaming boom comes at a time when
Bollywood itself is shifting. In the past three to four years,

Online Backlash
But increased popularity has brought increased attention,
not all of it welcome.
Deepa Mehta, the Indian-Canadian filmmaker behind
the acclaimed Elements trilogy, directed episodes of Netflix’s
Leila, a Handmaid's Tale-style dystopian drama based on
Prayaag Akbar’s critically acclaimed novel. Leila begins in
2047, a century after India’s independence, the show imagines
a country transformed into a militarised Hindu state called
“Aryavarta”, where caste and religious communities are strictly
segregated, and anyone marrying outside their group is
severely punished.
There’s also been an online backlash against other
boundary-pushing series, like Amazon’s Paatal Lok, which
shows police brutality, rape, and attacks on Muslims, or
Rasbhari, also from Amazon, which features Bollywood star
and outspoken government critic Swara Bhaskar, and which

The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Poster from Netflix’s Leila
highlights issues of sexual repression and double standards
for Indian men and women. In what looks like a coordinated
campaign, online reviewers on film website IMDb targeted
Rasbhari, driving down its rating to 2.8 out of 10.
Censor Troubles
Until now, the streamers in India have had free reign,
unconstrained by the censorship and regulation that governs
Bollywood (where nudity and explicit sex are forbidden) and
traditional Indian TV. It has helped that, because mobile data
is comparatively cheap in India, most locals access Netflix and
Amazon on their personal mobile devices, notes Gray.
“A lot of Indians live in joint families, which means that
often, the television sets are dominated by the parents’ and
the grandparents’ generation. A lot of younger people watch
content they want to watch on their phones, and because
censorship has been lax or non-existent for streaming, a lot of
erotic or general youth-centred content, with swear words et
cetera – things that one wouldn’t be able to show in the cinema
– has been very popular,” Gray says.
But that could soon change. On November 11 last year,
the Indian government announced that all digital platforms
would come under the jurisdiction of the information and
broadcasting ministry, which regulates TV and other media.
It’s unclear what this will mean in practice, but many are
already warning it could mark the beginning of the end of
India’s new progressive breed of must-see TV.

Khosla’s success story a mix of music & directing

R

aj Khosla (May 31, 1925 – June 9, 1991) journeyed to
Bombay to become a singer, but ended up as an ace
Director of the Golden Era of Hindi films.
In his autobiography, Romancing With Life, Dev Anand
mentions meeting a wannabe singer, Raj Khosla, at a coffee
joint around Mumbai’s Flora Fountain.
Dev Anand helped him, and gave him a job as an assistant
to Guru Dutt for the Navketan film Baazi (1951). It was the
beginning of a very productive film career. Khosla went on to
assist Guru Dutt in his subsequent films.
Khosla made his debut with Milap (1955) starring Dev
Anand and Geeta Bali. Contrary to his training, his first film
was about a country bumpkin (Dev Anand, naturally), who
comes into a fortune and does not know what to do with it.
While the film didn’t click at the box office, it had glimpses
of Khosla’s craftsmanship, and his fine ear for music, which he
would put to great use in his future films.
Guru Dutt who was producing C.I.D. (1956), had
confidence in Khosla’s capabilities, and so gave him another
chance in directing that film.
Starring Dev Anand, C.I.D. was a hit, and the young
director never looked back. This was followed by Kala Pani
(1958), Solva Saal (1958), and Bombai Ka Babu (1960), but
of them all, C.I.D. is the perfect example of the template that
would become Khosla’s signature style.
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Khosla’s early background in classical music ensured that
most of his films excelled musically. He learned the art of
picturising a song from Guru Dutt. In most of his films, he
would have at least a song based on a folk tune, for example,
C.I.D., Bombai Ka Babu, Solva Saal, Mera Saaya, Do Raaste,
Mera Gaon Mera Desh, to name a few.
Despite traditionally sticking to the formulaic tropes of the
noir genre, Khosla added a uniquely Indian touch to it through
music. A director with a fantastic ear for music, his films
are remembered principally for their eternal musical scores.
S.D. Burman, O.P. Nayyar, even R.D. Burman (who played
the harmonica in ‘Hai Apna Dil Toh Awara’ in Solva Saal),
benefitted from the nuanced picturisation of their songs by
Khosla.
After Bombai Ka Babu (1960) he directed Ek Musafir Ek
Hasina (1962), another musical hit. Then, he moved to three
suspense thrillers – Woh Kaun Thi? (1964), Mera Saaya (1966),
and Anita (1967) – his mystery trilogy with actress Sadhana.
He also directed melodramas Do Badan (1966), Do Raaste
(1969)) and the dacoit drama Mera Gaon Mera Desh (1971).
Other hits were Prem Kahani (1975) starring the then
hottest pair of the day Rajesh Khanna and Mumtaz, Nehle Pe
Dehla (1976), Main Tulsi Tere Aangan Ki (1978) and Dostana
(1980) with Amitabh Bachchan, Zeenat Aman, and Shatrughan
Sinha.

Raj Khosla
One common factor in all these films was the hit music.
After these big hits, Khosla ran into some rough weather
as his other films began flopping. His last film Naqab (1989)
with Rishi kapoor was a flop. Disheartened, Khosla took
refuge in alcohol, and died in Mumbai on June 9, 1991, totally
disillusioned with the film industry.
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Defensive strokes from CWI’s Skerritt

Team must grow passion after Bangladesh ODI whitewash

W

hen questioned about the commitment of players
The 3-0 loss in Bangladesh means West Indies lost the
who made themselves unavailable for the Bangladesh opportunity to fight for crucial World Cup Super League points.
tour, Cricket West Indies president Ricky Skerritt Pollard, Sunil Narine, Dwayne Bravo, and Nicholas Pooran are
did not answer directly, Crickbuzz reported
playing in the T10 tournament in Abu Dhabi
late last month.
that started last week, and which will end on
So far, an inexperienced West Indian team,
February 6.
minus its stronger players, have floundered
If West Indies finish outside the top eight
in Bangladesh with a whitewash in its three
in the ODI rankings in the Super League, then
ODIs.
they will have to play a qualifying tournament
Among the leading players missing in
in Zimbabwe to make it to the 2023 World
Bangladesh is white-ball skipper Kieron
Cup.
Pollard, who pulled out of the tour. Pollard’s
Meanwhile, last week Skerritt was symmove forced selectors to pick the inexperipathising with the players who pulled out citenced squad, which saw the visitors totaled 3-0
ing financial concerns in uncertain times.
in the ODI series, with Bangladesh confidently
Said Skerritt: “These are challenging times
taking all three games.
financially, and as far as possible players should
Skerritt was playing defensive strokes when
be facilitated to pursue income options in an
Ricky Skerritt
put under the media’s piercing lights last
amicable and constructive manner. So we have
month, stressing the need to grow the passion among the play- made no attempt to straitjacket any of them during the paners. He left the task of judging their commitment to the selec- demic, or to determine how genuine their health risk concerns
tors, Cricbuzz noted.
may be.”
Said Skerrit: “Passion
He also stressed that
is critical for our future.
the experience of playing
There is actually plenty
in the T10 tournament
of passion around. But
might be useful for West
we need to cultivate it,
Indies in the future, and
grow it, and harvest it
revealed the players will
better going forward.
be back home in time to
Commitment to West
participate in the domesIndies cricket is a very
tic season.
personal quality that I
“We do not have a T10
cannot judge for someteam or tournament of
body else, including
our own as yet. This tourcricketers.”
nament should be a good
He added: “The selecexperience for them,” he
tors will learn to do that
said.
West Indies in Bangladesh last month
appropriately as we go
Also, “We have made
along. We respect the fact that individual experiences in a sure that this T10 does not clash with the Bangladesh white
health-bubble environment, and Covid-19 fears and concerns, ball series, or our own needs at home. We have also made cerare also very personal to the players who are being given the tain that all T10 players will be home for the start of our own
benefit of any doubt.”
domestic season.”

Invest more time in West Indies Women’s game

A

n investment of more time in women’s players will see Indies Women’s team in Antigua.
an improvement in results, and which will take West
“I wouldn’t say [coaching] is stressful. It is something I am
Indies women up to the same level that saw the team looking forward to, but it is not as easy as probably someone on
winning the World T20 title in 2016, West Indies Women’s assis- the outside might think… a lot of time to yourself, you got to be
tant coach Corey Collymore said last week.
doing a lot of planning. It is how you manage it,” he said.
Collymore is a former West Indies pacer, and is one of the
Walsh came to the role already with coaching experience
assistant coaches working alongside team coach Courtney with the men’s team in Bangladesh.
Walsh at a West Indies
Said
Walsh:
“With
Women’s training camp in
the experience I had in
Antigua. Over 20 players are
Bangladesh, I think it helps
participating in the training
me quite a lot in terms of
camp.
how to delegate, and what to
West Indies Women won
do, and how to go about it
the World T20 title in India
and assemble a team that you
over Australia in that final.
could trust …ensure everyHowever, since then, West
body is pulling their weight,
Indies Women have not built
and once everybody on the
on that success, and in the
support staff pulls their
last five years have struggled
weight, then my job becomes
for consistency.
a little bit easier.”
However,
while
Walsh said the new chapCollymore believes in the
ter of his cricket life as a
current group of players, he
coach will present hurdles,
West Indies Women during a celebratory moment
knows it will not be easy for
but his new role has given a
the team to climb up the ladder to the top in women’s cricket new purpose, and has returned the thrill he felt for cricket duragain.
ing his younger years.
Said Collymore: “As I said to them, “It will take some work …
“It is a challenge. It is going to be hard work, but it is someour overall game definitely needs some serious work.”
thing I really want to do. I am excited about it, and just the
He added: “It will take time. We are not here to say you need excitement alone has given me a buzz. [It has] reminded me
five years, or whatever the case may be. I think we need a pool when I started to play as a youngster.”
of players that we can put some consistent work in, and then we
Walsh said he is thinking of building the women’s team for
can be able to choose a squad that can go forward and start to the future. As he indicated, he has plans to integrate some of the
bring those performances back from 2016.”
younger talent in the senior squad into upcoming camps.
Collymore said more age-group cricket and outreach pro“(I am) trying to create that sort of environment for the
grammes in the future will help increase the pool, while discov- younger players to come in,” he said.
ering new talent. He is working with the fast bowlers, among
He added: “It is something that I am really looking forward
them being Shamilia Connell and Shakera Selman.
to, and we have some nice talented youngsters out there. (There
With Collymore focused on the fast bowlers, Walsh indicated are) some 14, 16-year-olds that I have seen or heard about. We
last week he was becoming more familiar with his role as coach. are going to try to integrate them in the system as soon as we
“Being a player was always easier…being a coach you have to can so that they can come in and not just be selected to play, but
look after everybody,” he said last week.
come into camps and get the experience and exposure, so when
Along with Collymore, Walsh is also working with the West it is their time to play, [then] they are ready.”
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Siraj (right) speaking with umpire Paul Wilson
following the incident at SCG in Australia

Siraj made the right call
The following is extracted from a longer article, ‘Siraj,
the hero we need to be’, an exploration of wider, societal
racism in Australia and in its cricket, written by
Cricbuzz’s Bharat Sundaresan. Read the article here.

T

here’s a reason why a lot of us should get inspired
by Siraj’s stand at the [Sydney Cricket Ground] on
[January 10], or for that matter even him bringing
the abuse he copped to his senior teammates’ attention a day
earlier. The Indian team management are convinced that the
abuse dished out at the young fast bowler was “racist” in nature
on all three days of the Test, including the incident just before
the tea-break. The verdict on the allegation now rests with the
North South Wales police, and will be revealed in due course.
Put yourself in Siraj’s shoes for a second. Here you are on
your first major long tour with the Indian team. You’ve lost
your father back home while you’re in self isolation far, far
away. You’ve bowled your heart out every time you’ve been
handed the ball. You’ve made a mark for your country. But out
there at fine-leg, you are all by yourself. You have no teammate
fending for you. And then you have someone hurling abuses,
totally unprovoked. It can all get very overwhelming.
Just ask R. Ashwin, who summed up his own experiences
of fending off abuse from the crowds in Sydney from his firstever visit to Australia in rather freewheeling fashion.
“I had no clue about racial abuse and how you can be
made to feel small in front of so many people. And the people
actually laugh at you when you get abused. When I stood at
the boundary line you wanted to stand another ten yards in to
keep yourself away from these things.”
That’s what racial abuse does to you. It belittles you. It
makes you feel “small” like Ashwin said. And Siraj would have
felt quite tiny in the face of it. Yes, he’d been told by his senior
teammates that he should bring it to their attention if he did
hear something. But to be able to do so, not once but twice,
and that too during the course of a Test match. talks of true
character. You need to be brave to stand up to discrimination.
It’s not easy. For your first instinct in such instances is to get
defensive; maybe even scared. Or look for other escape routes,
making a joke…
Siraj, though, did what we all should aspire to do, by
standing up to his abusers. As he walked down from fine-leg
at the Randwick End, and informed the umpires about it a few
minutes before the tea-break, he went from victim to hero in
an instant. And you can just hope that it becomes a symbol
of change. He’s not the first overseas cricketer to receive a
spray from the crowd at an Australian ground. But he’s now
hopefully set a precedent that cricketers don’t necessarily need
to just stand by and let it happen.
It has always boggled the mind, by the way, why people
would pay money to go watch someone perform, and then
abuse those very people they paid that money for.
The thing with racism you realise, especially in a country
like Australia, is it comes generally from two perspectives. It’s
on you to try and judge whether it comes from ignorance, or if
it’s from a place of spite.
There is certainly a generation of Australians you come
across who might end up saying something not because
they intend to hurt your feelings, but because of them being
unaware of its connotations.
While umpiring in Adelaide, I come across quite a few in
that category. Their slip-ups could range from asking you
to hold your fingers away from your pants while signalling
because [the fingers] are “black in colour”; or the customary,
“Which one are you? Indian, Pakistani, or something else?”
The best part about them, though, is that they’re open to
being schooled on how it’s inappropriate, and [they are] are
amenable to change. Educating them is your responsibility.
It’s when someone targets you out of pure malice, that
you’re left with fewer options. Like when you’re [told], “Go
back to where you came from”, just because someone thinks
you’re pulling into “their” parking spot
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Work ‘cut out’ in Bangladesh says Roach

T

he flat pitches in Bangladesh mean the
surface is not going to yield movement,
which will place additional pressure on
the pacers, West Indies’ seamer Kemar Roach
said last week.
Additionally, the pitches will also be tough
on the batsmen, with the surface expected to be
spin-friendly, the Caribbean Media Corporation
reported.
While Roach did not feature in the ODI, the
poor performance by the West Indies in losing
all three games has yielded insights on what to
expect during the longer game.
Said Roach: “It is hard work for fast bowlers… The pitches aren’t conducive to speed,
or any seam movement. So, it’s all about being
consistent, putting the ball in the right areas,
and that is a pretty straight line, challenging the
batsmen on the front foot – that’s mainly what
your best chances are to succeeding in Bangladesh.”
He added, “[You have to] work on the ball
as hard as you can, trying to get [it] to reverse
as early as you can to trouble the middle order.
There’s a lot that goes into it; a lot of planning
that needs to be done; a lot of execution that
needs to be done, but it’s all about being consistent and believing in yourself and putting up a
good fight.”
Roach said his work in the Tests was “cut
out” for him: “I’m very, very sure about that, but
I’m looking forward to it.”
He will lead West Indies’ seam attack, along

Kemar Roach
with the other fast bowlers Shannon Gabriel,
Alzarri Joseph, and Raymon Reifer.
West Indies are in Bangladesh without fastbowling all-rounder and captain Jason Holder,
and the off-spinning all-rounder Roston Chase.
Despite these key absences, Roach backed
the bowling department and delivered using
the current resources West Indies has on the
tour.
“[We are] always under pressure to perform.
We have to do what we know we can do,” Roach

said.
He added, “I think Shannon is in a good run
of form right now. I’ve been doing okay myself,
so it’s all about us trying to get our best performances down here. The team is pretty inexperienced, but I think there is enough to get us
over the line.”
West Indies have also been feeling the lack
of experience in its batting response with the
absence of Holder, Chase, Shamarh Brooks,
Darren Bravo, and Shimron Hetmyer.
Their decision not to tour put interim captain Kraigg Brathwaite, vice-captain Jermaine
Blackwood, and the inexperienced John Campbell and Joshua Da Silva in run-scoring roles.
Roach said the team spent its preparations
focused on readying the bats for Bangladesh’s
quality spin attack.
“I can definitely say the batsmen have been
doing a lot of work with regards to spin,” he
said.
He added, “They’ve been listening, and
they’ve been asking questions on how to improve. I’m pretty happy with what I’m seeing.
Obviously, it’s just about waiting to see how
they perform on the field, but I’m sure they’ll
go well. But I can definitely say the guys have
been putting in the extra work when it comes
to the spin department.”
West Indies face Bangladesh in the opening
Test starting today at the Zohur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium. The second Test starts February 11, and will be played in Dhaka.

CA confirms Indian players targets of spectator racism

(Getty Images)

C

ricket Australia confirmed India’s players were subjected to racial abuse during the third test at the Sydney Cricket
Ground, Reuters reported last week. However,
CA cleared six spectators who were taken from
their seats and questioned by police.
Following the third Test, CA launched an investigation with New South Wales Police after
India fast bowlers Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj complained of hearing racist slurs
while fielding near the boundary rope.
Play was held up on day three after Siraj approached an umpire to voice his concerns. Police later stepped in and removed six male fans
from their seats.
“CA confirms that members of the Indian
cricket team were subjected to racial abuse,” CA
integrity chief Sean Carroll said.
He added, “CA’s own investigation into the
matter remains open, with CCTV footage, tick-

Mohammed Siraj
eting data, and interviews with spectators still
being analysed in an attempt to locate those
responsible. CA’s investigation concluded that

the spectators filmed and/or photographed by
media in the Brewongle Stand concourse at the
conclusion of the 86th over on day three of the
test did not engage in racist behaviour.”
The board said it had submitted its report on
the investigation to global governing body the
International Cricket Council. It added it was
awaiting confirmation from police on completion of a parallel investigation.
The allegations of racism overshadowed the
last two matches of the Test series, which India
won 2-1.
India spin bowler Ravichandran Ashwin
said during the third Test that the team had
been insulted by Sydney spectators in the past,
but the racial abuse had crossed a line.
“It is definitely not acceptable in this day and
age. This must definitely be dealt with an ironfist, and we must make sure it doesn’t happen
again,” he said.

English cricket to undergo racism training programme

T

he entire hierarchy in English cricket ternational or domestic, men and women, are
must now undergo an education pro- expected to undertake the training.
gramme in what is a systematic attempt
There are also plans to set up an anonymous
to rid the sport of racism while boosting inclu- phone line for reporting racist or exclusionary
sivity and diversity ESPNcricinfo reported last behaviour.
week. The effort involves every player, official,
The PCA’s move following revelations surrounding racand administrator in the
English game.
ism in the
game,
most
The training programme
recently in the
follows a disturbing survey
wake of growthat was conducted by The
ing interest in
Professional Cricketers’ Association, which uncovered
the Black Lives
rooted racism inside the
Matter movegame. According to the surment.
Also,
at this time,
vey revealed, 58 percent of
a number of
respondents from a Black,
Asian, and minority ethnic
agencies in the
game, among
background reported experiencing, or witnessing racism.
them Yorkshire
and the EngForty-five percent of these
John Holder
Ismail
instances of racism reportland Cricket
ed were said to have originated from another Board, are embroiled in legal action.
Among those that have initiated action on
player.
The PCA will launch the programme in the grounds of discrimination are Azeem Rafiq,
March, with the objective being to raise aware- John Holder, and Ismail Dawood.
ness on cultural differences and unconscious
As a consequence of these revelations, the
bias in the context of racism in cricket, ES- PCA commissioned a survey that was comPNcricinfo reported. All cricket players, in- pleted late last year. According to its findings,
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in total, 13 percent of respondents said they had
experienced racism. However, the figure rose to
58 percent of respondents when including only
those from a BAME background, who revealed
they had either experienced, or witnessed racism, which put it at 14 out of 24 respondents
from a BAME background.
According to the ESPNcricinfo reports, out those
players who had experienced
or witnessed racism, 45 percent said the behaviour had
come from another player.
Additionally, 39 percent of
respondents said the abuse
was either from spectators,
or on social media.
When asked what the intent was in the instances of
racism, 62 percent believed
it was disguised as “banter”,
Dawood
with 70 percent expressing
a view that increased education would have a
positive impact on players’ attitudes towards
diversity and inclusion within the professional
game.
“It's the first time we’ve done this. So, it’s a
start, and something we can build on,” said Rob
Lynch, the PCA chief executive.
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International
Cricket Schedule

Wednesday February 03, 2021
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
1; Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram; 9:00 PM (February 02) 04:00
AM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
Thursday February 04, 2021
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
2; Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram; 9:00 PM (February 03) 04:00
AM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 2nd Test, Day 1;
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi;
10:00 PM (February 03) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Friday February 05, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 1st Test, Day 1; MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai; 9:00 PM
(February 04) 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30
AM LOCAL
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
3; Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram; 9:00 PM (February 04);
04:00 AM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 2nd Test, Day 2;
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi;
10:00 PM (February 04) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Saturday February 06, 2021
England tour of India, 2021India vs
England, 1st Test, Day 2; MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai 9:00 PM
(February 05); 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30
AM LOCAL
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
4; Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram; 9:00 PM (February 05) 04:00
AM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 2nd Test, Day 3;
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi;
10:00 PM (Feb 05); 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Sunday February 07, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 1st Test, Day 3; MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai 9:00 PM
(February 06); 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30
AM LOCAL
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 1st Test, Day
5; Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium,
Chattogram; 9:00 PM (Feb 06)
04:00 AM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 2nd Test, Day 4;
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi;
10:00 PM (February 06); 05:00 AM GMT
/ 10:00 AM LOCAL
Monday February 08, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 1st Test, Day 4; MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai
9:00 PM (February 07); 04:00 AM GMT /
09:30 AM LOCAL
South Africa tour of Pakistan, 2021
Pakistan vs South Africa, 2nd Test, Day 5;
Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi;
10:00 PM (Feb 07) 05:00 AM GMT /
10:00 AM LOCAL
Tuesday February 09, 2021
England tour of India, 2021 India vs
England, 1st Test, Day 5; MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai; 9:00 PM
(February 08); 04:00 AM GMT / 09:30
AM LOCAL
Thursday February 11, 2021
West Indies tour of Bangladesh, 2021
Bangladesh vs West Indies, 2nd Test, Day
1; Shere Bangla National Stadium, Dhaka;
9:00 PM (February 10); 04:00 AM GMT.
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Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Rahul Khanna
Sales Representative

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

647-297-8222

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

$949,000
SOLD OVER ASKING!

Location! 100% renovated New: potlights,
custom kitchen w/
quartz countertop
& crown moulding,
S/S appls, windows
& doors, plumbing &
electrical, oak stairs,
jewel stone front porch,
roof & gutter. Separate
entrance to 3-bdrm
bsmt w/kitchen, 2 sep
laundry rms, 3 bdrms in
upper flr. A landlord's
dream. A must see!

FOR
SALE
$729,000

!
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Great Opportunity to Own A
Newly Renovated Open Concept End Unit Townhome in
Prime Location Close to Everything!! Second Floor Loaded
With 9 Ft Ceilings, Large Breakfast/Dining Area with Large Sun
Filled Windows! Close to TTC,
Up Express ,401, and Schools!

Brampton
Listed
for:

3-year new executive 2 storey
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
places of worship.

$689,000

!
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$799K

Perch Condo

Starting
From Mid- $400K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Scarborough, ON
Starting
From

$400K

Starting
From

If you are in search of a
Toronto townhouse for sale,
look no further! With its central location between the 401
and 407, PRESTO provides
quick access to the DVP/404
as well. Conveniently close
to schools, shops, restaurants, and recreation, with
a TTC bus stop just steps
from your door. Plus, nearby
attractions ranging from the
Toronto Zoo to Rouge Park.

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

437-235-7599

Presto Towns Scarborough, ON

Newly Renovated 3 Bedrooms
Detached Home with Basement
in-law Suite North Whitby Community. Ceramic Floor & Mirrored Closet Doors. Minutes to
All Major Amenities & 407/401
Highways. Private Backyd W/
No Neighbours in the Back.

Starting
From Mid- $300K

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Gaze upon an endless
canopy of green. Indulge in
spectacular amenities. Gift
your life the luxury of space.
Welcome to ravine-side living.
Residences will be close
by to University of Toronto
Scarborough campus, parks,
schools, lakes and so much
more. Also, a quick 8-minute
drive to the Old Kingston
Road GO Station which
allows you easy commute to
Downtown Toronto’s Union
GO station.

Whitby

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

647-708-4772

Oak St., Toronto

Niagara Falls, ON

Toronto

Zafar Twaheer
Broker

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

