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Trudeau: Please get vaccinated
Ontario approves 3rd booster shot

Canada Cricket Masters Council pacer Naveed Sehrai about to
hurl the ball during the first game of the Over-50s Tri-Nation
Cricket Tournament that took place on Monday. Balbirsingh Sodhi
from Team USA looks on from the non-striker's end. The games
are being played at Danville Park, Mississauga. Canada, US, and
the West Indies are participating in the tournament that ends on
August 20. More information can be found here; or click here to
view the YouTube livestream. Russel Lutchman photo.

Ontario – Faced with heated the booster to persons who received
chants of “Forced vaccination!” dur- transplants, patients with haematoing campaign stops earlier this week logical cancers, those who received
in Aurora and Coburg, Ontario, an anti-CD20 agent, and residents in
long-term care homes,
Liberal leader Justin
higher-risk
retireTrudeau responded to
ment homes, and First
anti-mask and antiNations
elder-care
vaccination protestors,
lodges.
saying, “Please get vacThe move for the
cinated”, CTV News has
booster came days
reported.
after the US Food and
Trudeau’s response
Drug Administration
to the anti-vaccination
gave authorisation for
sentiment came even as
an additional shot to
the decision was made
those with comproby Ontario to approve
mised immune systems,
a third Covid-19 vacGlobal News reported.
cine dose for vulnerable
Justin Trudeau
It also noted that US
people in the light of
concerns over the spread of the high- experts will be recommending Covidly-infectious Delta variant. Ontario is 19 vaccine boosters for all Americans,
the first Canadian province to admin- regardless of age, eight months after
ister a third booster shot that targets they received their second dose.
Meanwhile, CTV News reported
the vulnerable.
As of this week, Ontario is giving
See Page 4: Saskatchewan

Present arms: Leaders plead with vaccine hesitant
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L

eaders in the Caribbean facing growing Covid-19 vac“The government has done their part and brought in the
cine hesitancy are renewing their calls to nationals to vaccines, and are saying, ‘Citizens, please vaccinate… I know
acquire full vaccinations even as regulations are being they have not enforced mandatory vaccines, but at the same
lifted to restart population mobility and stalled economies.
time we are encouraging citizens to vaccinate,” Martinez said.
Earlier this week, the Trinidad and Tobago government
Last week Trinidad and Tobago’s Opposition Leader
Kamla
Persad-Bissessar
lifted the rules that had shut
down businesses on April 29
received her first dose of the
AstraZeneca vaccine, a move
due to escalating numbers of
Covid-19 infections. Monday’s
that saw her setting the example
of a national leader publicly takre-opening saw around 85 pering the shot. Persad-Bissessar
cent of businesses in downtown
Port-of-Spain unlocking their
also used the opportunity to call
front doors.
on nationals to get vaccinated.
Trade and Industry Minister
She was inoculated at the Divali
Nagar site in Chaguanas in cenPaula Gopee-Scoon reported
tral Trinidad.
that most of the 80,000 employPersad-Bissessar told the
ees in the retail sector returned
media she did not get the vacto work, but not all had been
vaccinated.
cination earlier since she felt
“No one wants closure, so
there were limited supplies
if we all participate [in vacciavailable, and that the available
vaccines should first go to the
nations], then we will ensure
vulnerable.
continued business activity and
“I felt they should be given
a way forward. That is every- Persad-Bissessar receives her first dose of
one’s responsibility, not the gov- AstraZeneca from Dr Reshma Sonia Maharaj to those who were at greatest
ernment’s alone,” Gopee-Scoon last week. (United National Congress photo)
risk first, and I should not get it
because of my political position. However, at this time now a
said.
She added, “Entertainment remains closed; maritime lot more vaccines are in the country, and that is why I decided
remains closed; but manufacturing, construction, and emer- to take it at this time. I was always pro-vaccine, but I do not
gency services are all up and running, and more businesses share the view that we (politicians) must get it first,” PersadBissessar told the Trinidad Express.
will come, but we have to get the economy turning again.”
Port-of-Spain Mayor Joel Martinez said the country needPersad-Bissessar also revealed she too was vulnerable with
ed to come back to economic life.
See Page 12: Guyana’s leaders
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Quiet Etobicoke Court
This well-kept bungalow sits on a quiet court in
Etobicoke. Features 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, open
concept living & dining room, eat in kitchen, a
garage & a side entrance to a finished basement
apartment. Includes 2 stoves, 2 fridges, washer &
dryer.
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Rent Buster
Here is a clean, well-kept suite with a spacious
living and dining room, open balcony, spacious
gourmet kitchen, laundry room, and an inviting
dining room. Includes one covered parking. Call
today.
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$839,900

Exceptionally Beautiful
Here is an important proposition. Spacious
bungalow for those with heavy pockets but weak
knees. The main floor is ground level with a walk
out basement, kitchen, living room, a bedroom
with large window, and washroom. The upper level
has 3 bedrooms plus a den. Fully updated as well.

$539,900

Step Out of the City!

Quiet country living, just minutes from a vibrant
Town Centre. There are 4 bdrms, 1.5 bath, heated
workshop, a stable with hydro. Property offers
close to 2 acres of privacy & you even get to enjoy
your own apple trees. Extras: built-in microwave,
stove, fridge, dryer, washer, & hot water tank.
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$489,900
Tridel Luxury Condo

Nice! Neat & Nifty. Luxury suite features laminate &
ceramic floors. A sparkling clean unit with an open
balcony overlooking the ravine. Features include a
spacious bedroom, open concept living & dining
room. Space saver kitchen with built in microwave,
dishwasher, & laundry. It’s a bargain.

$1,350,000
Too Many Upgrades!
Stunning sun-drenched home offers modern &
unique characters. The family room is wired for a
home theatre system, see-through gas fireplace
in living & dining room, kitchen with gleaming
porcelain, large deep sink & granite counters.
There are 4 bedrooms & 3 washrooms.

$510,000
x-Large Condo

Features a spacious layout with 2 balconies. Enjoy
a modern kitchen, open concept living and dining
room, large den, 2 bedrooms and 2 washrooms.
Clean and well presented.

$649,000

Life Is Short! Live it!

Spacious 4 bdrm home with op. for commercial
use. Over 3,500 sq ft! Uses: residential, bed &
breakfast, small business & store. Sunrm on main
& 2nd flr to enjoy a.m. coffee. Detached 2 car
garage w/ wood stove. Reno. 3rd flr loft w/ 4 pc
ensuite & oversized driveway w/ ample parking.
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Ontario moves to further protect vulnerable
“With the support of Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of
Toronto — In response to evolving data around the transmissibility of the Delta variant, and based on the recent experiences Health, our government is taking action to make schools as safe
of other jurisdictions, the government in consultation with the as possible,” said Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education.
He added, “Our plan will protect our schools, ensure rapid
Chief Medical Officer of Health has taken action to increase
protection for the vulnerable, including frail seniors, immuno- speed with contact tracing, all with the intention of keeping
compromised individuals and young children not yet eligible them open for the benefit of Ontario students.”
As an additional measure to continue protecting Ontario’s
for vaccination.
This includes making Covid-19 vaccination policies manda- most vulnerable, based on the recommendation of the Chief
tory in high-risk settings, pausing the province’s exit from the Medical Officer of Health and other health experts, the provRoadmap to Reopen, and providing third doses of the Covid- ince will begin offering third doses of the Covid-19 vaccine to
those at highest-risk, providing them with
19 vaccine to vulnerable populations. The
an extra layer of protection against the Delta
government is also expanding eligibility for
variant.
the Pfizer vaccine to children born in 2009
This includes transplant recipients
or earlier.
(including solid organ transplant and hemaTo protect vulnerable patients and staff
topoietic stem cell transplants); patients
in settings where the risk of contracting and
with haematological cancers (such as lymtransmitting Covid-19 and the Delta variphoma, myeloma, leukemia) on active
ant is higher, the Chief Medical Officer of
treatment (chemotherapy, targeted theraHealth issued a directive mandating hospipies, immunotherapy); recipients of an antitals and home and community care service
CD20 agent (such as rituximab, ocrelizumproviders to have a Covid-19 vaccination
ab, ofatumumab); and residents of high-risk
policy for employees, staff, contractors, stucongregate settings, including long-term
dents, and volunteers, and for ambulance
care homes, higher-risk licensed retirement
services to have a Covid-19 vaccination
homes, and First Nations elder care lodges.
policy for paramedics.
Locations and timing for third doses
The vaccination policy must be effective
will vary by public health unit and highno later than September 7, 2021, and at a
risk population based on local planning
minimum will require these individuals to
Christine Elliott
and considerations, with some beginning as
provide proof of one of three things: full
vaccination against Covid-19; a medical reason for not being early as this week where opportunities exist.
In addition, to further support a safer return to school by
vaccinated against Covid-19; or completion of a Covid-19 vacensuring more children and youth can benefit from the proteccination educational session.
Individuals who do not provide proof of full vaccination tion offered by the vaccine, the province will extend eligibility
against Covid-19 will be required to undertake regular antigen to the Pfizer vaccine to children born in 2009.
Ontario has closely monitored data from Alberta and British
testing. These settings will be required to track and report on the
implementation of their policies to the provincial government. Columbia in making this decision, and these provinces have
This is similar to the vaccination policy requirements currently offered the Pfizer vaccine to youth born in 2009 for several
months with no risks identified.
in place for long-term care homes.
Starting today, all children turning 12 years old before the
“While Ontario remains a leading jurisdiction for first and
second doses administered, and we have the infrastructure in end of 2021 will be eligible to receive their first dose of Covid-19
place to manage outbreaks, the Delta variant is highly transmis- vaccine, and can book their appointment through the provincial
sible and the experience of other jurisdictions shows we must booking system, through their public health unit, or pharmaremain vigilant as we head into the fall,” said Christine Elliott, cies, or can walk-in to vaccination clinics across the province.
“Keeping a low rate of infection in our communities and
Deputy Premier and Minister of Health.
She added, “By taking additional measures in high-risk set- protecting our most vulnerable is how we can keep our schools,
tings we will further protect our most vulnerable, safeguard hos- our businesses and our social settings as safe as possible while
pital capacity, ensure a safe return to school and keep Ontario minimising disruption,” said Dr Kieran Moore, Chief Medical
Officer of Health.
running.”
Additionally, “To provide the best protection to each indiTo support the return to school plan, the Ministry of
Education intends to introduce a vaccination disclosure policy vidual while learning to live with the virus, we are taking action
for all publicly-funded school board employees, and staff in by requiring individuals who work in higher-risk settings to be
private schools, as well as for all staff in licensed child-care set- fully vaccinated, by providing a third dose of a Covid-19 vactings for the 2021-22 school year. Rapid antigen testing will be cine to certain groups who have a decreased immune response,
and by expanding the eligibility to the children born in 2009 or
required for staff not immunised against Covid-19.
The Ontario government is also working with public health earlier.”
While the province has reached the exciting milestone of
units and publicly-funded school boards to run voluntary vaccination clinics in or nearby schools to make vaccines even more more than 81 percent of Ontarians aged 12 and over having
convenient and accessible for eligible students, their families, received a first dose, and is expected to reach its target of 75 per
cent vaccinated with a second dose later this month, out of an
educators, and school staff returning to school this fall.
Vaccination policies will also be implemented in other high- abundance of caution the government, in consultation with the
er-risk settings such as in post-secondary institutions; licensed Chief Medical Officer of Health, is pausing the exit from the
retirement homes; and women’s shelters. It will also be imple- Roadmap to Reopen.
The Chief Medical Officer of Health and other health experts
mented in congregate group homes and day programs for adults
with developmental disabilities, children’s treatment centres, will continue to monitor the data to determine when it is safe
and other services for children with special needs, and licensed to exit the Roadmap, and lift the majority of public health and
workplace safety measures currently in place.
children’s residential settings.

Saskatchewan gives 3rd shot for international travel
From Page 1
that during Trudeau’s campaign stop in Cobourg earlier this
week, he was met by a mixed crowd, with some of its members
thankful for the government’s vaccine procurement efforts,
along with a smaller contingent that booed, yelled about
perceived infringement on freedoms, and heckled him with
debunked Covid-19 conspiracy theories.
Said Trudeau: “You may have noticed tonight there are
people with different perspectives on how we need to move
forward as a country… Now, those of you who don’t think we
should be encouraging people to get vaccinated, who don’t think
we should be stepping up to help each other, you have your
opportunity to make your voices heard.”
He added, “But you know what? So do all of us other
Canadians who know the way to get through this is to get vaccinated.”
With the 2021 federal election campaign now underway, the
topic of mandatory vaccinations has emerged as a wedge issue,
and has been getting the attention of the three main party leaders. Mandatory vaccinations will target passengers on planes,

4

trains, cruise ships, and federal public servants.
Notably, the Liberals, Conservatives, and New Democrats all
require those travelling on their campaign tours to be fully vaccinated. As has been reported, approximately 17 percent of the
eligible population are yet to take a first vaccination dose.
Also, for residents who are unable to travel to international destinations due to mixed vaccinations, earlier this
week Saskatchewan gave the go-ahead for the administering of additional vaccine doses. As was reported earlier this
week, Saskatchewan residents who received a combination of
AstraZeneca, Pfizer, or Moderna can now receive a third dose
of vaccine to match their last vaccine brand, as long as its was
Pfizer or Moderna, the provincial government said.
“Individuals who received two doses of Covishield or
AstraZeneca are able to complete a schedule to support international travel requirements with two additional matching mRNA
vaccines such as Pfizer or Moderna,” a government statement
noted.
“Proof of intent to travel will not be required to receive the
vaccination,” it added.
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Horwath calls for vaccine certificate program
Queen’s Park — NDP Leader Andrea Horwath has said
Doug Ford’s half measures on vaccines are giving the fourth
wave a chance to grow in Ontario.
Instead, she has called for a vaccine certificate program to
cover all non-essential activities — like gyms, bars and personal
services.
“We can crush this wave, and prevent more heartache, more
loss and more shutdowns. But to do that, this time Ford has to
stop messing around with half measures. It’s already late, but
today he can announce mandatory vaccines for health care and
education workers, and a provincially-regulated vaccine certificate system for Ontario.”
She added, “We need to protect people’s health, and protect
our progress against Covid-19. Folks who have done the right
thing and gotten their shot deserve to dine, shop, and play without fear. And local businesses and their customers should not be
left to figure out their own system.”
Horwath said she believes Ford’s half measures show that he
is catering to anti-vaccine sentiments within his party and supporters, and that he still does not want to spend on Covid-19
fighting measures.
According to the Financial Accountability Officer, Ford spent
$10 billion less last year than planned, which could have been

Andrea Horwath

Erin O’Toole

Ottawa – Leader of Canada’s Conservatives Erin O’Toole on
Monday released Canada’s Recovery Plan, the Conservative plan
to secure the future.
Said O’Toole: “This election is about who you think can
get us out of the recession and rebuild the economy. While
the Liberals, NDP, Bloc, and Greens have no plan for Canada’s
recovery after the pandemic, Canada’s Conservatives are relentlessly focused on creating jobs, increasing wages, and getting
Canada’s economy back on track as quickly as possible.”
According to the Conservatives, its Recovery Plan will
secure employment by recovering the one million jobs lost during the pandemic in one year. It will also secure accountability
by enacting a new anti-corruption law to clean up Ottawa, and
will also secure mental health by delivering its Canada Mental
Health Action Plan.
The Conservatives indicated they will also secure Canada
by building capacity at home to handle any future pandemic or
crisis, and it will secure the economy by balancing the budget
over the next decade.
“In this election, Canadians have just two choices: more of
the same with millions of Canadians getting left behind, or a
real plan for recovery that will get Canada surging in the right

direction and ensure no Canadian is left behind,” said O’Toole.
He added, “Canada’s Recovery Plan will secure the future for
all Canadians.”
O’Toole also announced a month-long GST holiday, the
move aimed at providing pocketbook relief to Canadian families, and support to local retailers.
“It’s getting harder and harder to afford the basics – food
for the family, gas for the car, clothes for the kids. And it will
only get harder this fall. As Canadians look forward to getting
to spend more time with their families, they also know that the
holiday season is an expensive time of year,” O’Toole said.
With Canada’s Recovery Plan, Canada’s Conservatives will
implement a month-long GST holiday this December.
All purchases at retail stores will be tax-free for a month. This
will put $1.5 billion back in Canadians’ pockets, and will drive
increased demand for products sold in store, O’Toole said.
Canadians will not need to fill out any onerous applications
to qualify for this tax holiday. They will receive the five percent
discount directly on their bill at the checkout.
Said O’Toole: “It’s time to give families a break – while helping our small retailers get back on their feet. The GST holiday
is part of our detailed plan to lower prices and help families.”

Coquitlam, BC – NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh announced
his commitment to stop Justin Trudeau’s massive no-stringsattached giveaways to multinational corporations. Singh made
the statement during a visit on Tuesday to the first Canadian
business to manufacture N95 masks.
Jagmeet said he would invest in small and community businesses committed to building Canada, according to a statement
made on NDP’s official website.
Said Singh: “When the pandemic hit, Canada was caught
flat-footed and families and frontline workers who needed PPE
were put at risk. For decades the Liberals and Conservatives
have dismantled Canada’s manufacturing industry and allowed
money and jobs to be shipped overseas. We can’t ever let ourselves be in this position again — we have to expand domestic
manufacturing capacity so that we can create jobs and respond
in an emergency.”
According to the NDP, Trudeau sacrificed Canadian jobs and
Canadian access to PPE and other critical supplies by refusing
to establish a critical supply chain, or create a national production program.
Instead, he sent millions of dollars to China, and failed to
be a champion for Canadian jobs in a time of economic crisis.
Singh’s plan aims to create jobs, and to support Canada’s
independence by developing an industrial strategy to encourage

and expand domestic manufacturing capacity.
“Canada has the raw materials, ingenuity, and dedicated
workers; we’re just missing the leadership,” Singh said.
Also, earlier this week the Montréal Gazette reported Singh
declaring in Toronto that the NDP would force companies to
return the money received for pandemic wage subsidies, while
at same time paid out dividends to shareholders or gave bonuses
to its executives.
According to the Montréal Gazette report, the NDP would
make sure “companies that took public money and abused that,
are reimbursing that, are paying back that money that they
took”.
According to its federal platform, the NDP promises to “go
after large corporations that took publicly funded Covid-19
wage subsidies, and turned around and paid out executive
bonuses, executed stock buy-backs or paid shareholder dividends”.
So far the Trudeau government approved paying out $89.24
billion to companies through the Canada Emergency Wage
Subsidy.
Also, according to a National Post investigation, it was found
that 68 publicly traded companies received at least $1.03 billion
in CEWS, and at the same time paid out more than $5 billion
in dividends.

Jagmeet Singh

at a polling station. It does not have a list of the Member of
Parliament candidates in your riding. Instead, there will be a
blank space where you write the first and last name of the candidate for whom you are voting.
You do not have to include the name of the political party on
your ballot. However, as Elections Canada notes, if you forget
the candidate’s name, and only write down the political party,
your vote will not be counted. Click here to access the Voter
Information Service website.
After marking your ballot, it must be placed inside the
unmarked inner envelope provided in your voting kit, and

sealed shut. Next, take that envelope and seal it in the outer
envelope, then sign and date the declaration on the front of that
envelope.
The final step involves using another envelope in the voting
kit. It is a pre-addressed return envelope, into which you put
your signed outer envelope. The final step is heading to a nearby
mailbox and dropping off your ballot package.
The voter kit includes detailed instructions to guide you
through the process. Also, ensure that you give your ballot enough time to get to Elections Canada by 6 p.m. ET on
September 20, or it would not be counted.

Deb Ransom photo

allocated to health care and pandemic spending.
Horwath also called on Ford to get serious about protecting
students in classrooms. As she indicated, there is need for a
back-to-school plan that includes classroom by classroom air
quality inspections, mandatory vaccinations – and other measures to keep children safe.
“We should be taking every possible measure to protect kids
in the fourth wave,” she said.
Horwath added, “Instead Doug Ford has cut corners, delayed
his plans for months and left school boards scrambling. When
it comes to protecting students, half-measures aren’t good
enough.”
Despite promises from the Ford government, the Toronto
Star has reported that 18 school boards have said ventilation
upgrades funded by the federal government would not be complete come September.
The NDP has called for air quality tests in each Ontario
classroom with results online for parents and school staff to see.
According to the NDP, Ford is cutting $800 million from
Ontario schools this year. His school reopening plan does not
include reduced class sizes, mental health supports for students,
or paid sick days and family care days for staff and parents –
measures that Horwath has called for in the past.

O’Toole releases Canada’s Recovery Plan

Singh plans to stop ‘no-strings-attached’ giveaways

Away from GTA September 20? Here’s how to vote by special ballot

B

ased on its historical data, Elections Canada officials
are expecting between two to three million electors to
vote by special ballot, mostly by mail, this year. Special
ballots are used by voters who want to avoid the polls, or are
traveling on Election Day.
The first step is to apply for a special ballot in advance,
which you then fill out and drop in a mailbox.
A voting kit will be sent out once Elections Canada accepts
your application. It should include two envelopes, and contain
instructions on exactly how to mark the ballot.
Ballots that are mailed in are slightly different from the ones
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Vaccine hesitancy

ugust 15 marked the 75th anniversary of India’s independence from Britain, the date chosen by Lord
Mountbatten instead of January 26, 1948, as the Indian
National Congress had requested to allow time for planning.
The tyrants had changed little from the young terror that had
risen in the 16th century, and roamed the world,
prompted by aristocrats busily plotting with their
fellows how to seize some, or all of the new lands
that Cristobal Colon had stumbled on while trying to find India.
Skilled shipbuilders created nimble vessels that
willing adventurers sailed, all competing for the wealth outside
Europe, then a bunch of squabbling teenage serfdoms! And so,
the English fought with Iberians, French, and Dutch, and almost
everyone, discovered, raided and started colonies in West and
East, including India, which had allowed them to trade.
But, by the end of the 18th century they had gained India, by
warfare, socio-political intrigues, and bribes, and began a systematic transfer of its wealth to Britain, enriching it. The defeat
of Napoleon increased British holdings globally.
Britain held fast to India, intent on keeping it forever, so
robbed the people of language, jobs, farms, land, education,
food, industry, and drove them to penury, while placating the
rich and powerful, so different from the splendour, contentment, plenty, and social satisfaction that Sir James Roe had seen
in 1615, despite the religious and racial differences. India then
commanded 24 percent of global GDP.
By 1947, it had crashed to two percent! The average economic growth rate then was 1.8 percent; literacy just 12 percent,
life expectancy 27 years.
Between 1765 and 1947, famines killed 60 million Indians;
other millions died fighting or toiling for Britain in Asia, Africa,
Europe, and America, there, in bondage.
When the momentum for self-rule grew, the British coerced
Indians into religious and social blocs, fomenting novel conflicts. Yet, despite enormous obstacles, including treachery,
the most serious and disabling being the corruption of its
peoples, and poisoning their minds against their own heritage,
Independence was achieved, over the dire prognostications of
doom and collapse by the highest authorities in Britain, from
past bishops and viceroys to Prime Minister Winston Churchill,
he whose hands were steeped in Indian blood.
Yet, with all the efforts to use religious alliances and internal quislings to derail it, India survived, and has maintained
a vibrant democracy. Today India is 74 percent literate; life

O

n his way to the House of Assembly on the evening of August 5, St Vincent and the Grenadines’
Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves suffered a direct,
painful blow to the head from a missile hurled by a protestor. Chilling images from the horrific incident showed the
prime minister of a democratic Caribbean nation bloodied
and concussed following the missile’s impact.
According to the reports, Gonsalves was injured seriously enough to be admitted to hospital, where he spent the
night. As was reported by one of his sons, his 75-year-old
father lost a considerable amount of blood, some of which
was starkly visible on the white shirt that was being worn
at the time. A woman was charged following the attack, and
has since appeared in this nation’s courts.
What made the attack on Gonsalves even more horrific was the missile that was hurled, and the violence
inherent in this act of defiance, originated from within
a 200-strong crowd gathered to resist possible Covid-19
vaccination measures that would make inoculations mandatory for some categories of workers. At the time of the
attack, Gonsalves was on his way to participate in a debate
aimed at amending the Public Health Act for this purpose.
As of this week, SVG recorded 2,314 cases of Covid-19
infections, with 12 deaths. Its community spread averages one infection per day; so far, first doses of Covid-19
vaccines have been administered to over 25,000 people
in a population of around 110,000. According to the US
Centers for Disease Control, the Covid-19 transmission
level for SVG is high at Level 3; visitors are warned to be
fully vaccinated before arrival.
Managing the Covid-19 infection spread alongside
a stalled economy is a similar source of anxiety for the
leadership of SVG as much as it is for the other nations
in the Caribbean. As an island state dependent on tourism, national, full vaccination is the best option for the
Gonsalves’ government to manage the intensity and spread
of Covid-19, while simultaneously attempting to restart
SVG’s stalled economic engine.
Leaders in our other Caribbean homelands face a similar dilemma as SVG in managing the spread of Covid-19
and its variants, vaccine hesitancy and State intervention
with mandatory inoculations, and parked economies that
desperately need to starting running again.
Last month Guyana’s Minister of Health Dr Frank
Anthony said his government would make a decision on
mandatory Covid-19 inoculations in due course. He noted
the government is paying close attention to the evolution
of the coronavirus to adequately adjust their vaccination
response, particularly in the wake of ongoing border penetration by the highly-infectious and deadly Delta variant.
Said Anthony: “[We] are looking at what is evolving
from an epidemiological point of view, and we will take
all the necessary steps to ensure that people are protected.”
Earlier this week Guyana’s Vice-President, Bharrat
Jagdeo, expressed disappointment over hesitancy while
noting low numbers among doctors, nurses, and teachers.
Guyana has 23,575 Covid-19 infections, with 578 deaths.
Vaccine hesitancy is also significantly notable in Jamaica,
where it was reported last week that inoculations was also
low among essential workers. Data show the Jamaica Fire
Brigade with the least number of fully vaccinated staffers
among its 2,204 employees, with just 260 fully vaccinated,
and 373 persons taking a first shot.
On Monday Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley addressed vaccine hesitancy while declaring
that the nation, its vibrant culture, and its severely impacted economy, could only move ahead after the majority of
its population is fully inoculated.
Said a despairing Rowley: “We want to continue with
our manufacturing; we want to continue with our energy
sector; we want to continue with our population at school;
we want to continue to go to church; we want to go to the
beach... what if Delta and Carnival come together?”
We are all in this together: as a responsible diaspora, we
add our voices alongside the Caribbean’s leaders in calling
to nationals in our homelands to acquire full vaccination.

expectancy is 70 years, and its growth rate is five to nine percent.
Its economy is the third largest globally in Purchasing Power
Parity, while Britain is tenth!
Yet Britain harps on its “aid” to India! The aid? Four hundred
million dollars, spent on British organisations and employees,
which India wants stopped!
It is a fraction of the $1B that India has given
Mohan
to Afghanistan. Britain should help the Afghans
Ragbeer instead, now that the US has messed up there, as
we had predicted when then US President Donald
Trump announced the troop withdrawal and now
President Joe Biden endorsed it, ignorant of the real strength
and preparedness of the Taliban, which they have now seen, as
the Taliban takes over.
Islamist radicals will now be free to use Afghanistan as a base
for attacks against India, assisted by the three blind presidents
in Washington who could not see what was plain to Indians.
Terrorism has cost India, by one estimate, “hundreds of billions
of dollars”. Biden, the CIA, and Antony Blinken were obviously
nodding on the job!
Many Indians are still socially welded to Britain after generations of brainwashing; free India fumbled correcting the education of its youth, perhaps because the educators in charge were
all British-trained, as in all ex-colonies, who maintained the
syllabuses, as they had learned nothing of their own Indian heritage, and thus created a new generation of misinformed leaders.
University textbooks are in English still, as the only language the
British had approved.
In his Independence Day speech, PM Narendra Modi
referred to the changes needed in Education to supplement
previous ones: teaching in the regional languages, thus reaching
far more children than currently, while maintaining the lingua
franca; expanding the supply of midday meals to children, fortified with essential nutrients (fortified rice will be distributed
to the poor); and the admission of women to military colleges,
now men only.
He also announced short- and long-term plans for advancing India’s social and economic status, and to deal with Covid19 now that Indian companies are once again fully supplying
vaccines. Infrastructure and communication projects include
increasing the number and coverage of highspeed trains (vande
Bharat trains).
For the first time the Indian tricolour was raised by CPI(M),
J&K, and some separatists, while New York City saw it flying
proudly at the Twin Towers’ monument.

Early example set for doing the right thing
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India’s Independence Day

y dear grandmother paid more attention to the
pragmatic than the aesthetic. How I arrived at this
conclusion was the result of yet another of my mindexercises, where on occasions I take away elucidating moments
after bringing worlds into collision to see what new meanings
would emerge.
I tend to favour the world I knew growing up
Romeo
back home as being foundational to this comKaseram
parative exercise. Of course, the older I become,
the more ornamented are the memories from this
distant world, where due to the passage of time its
flaws are all now being generously brushed over with thick coats
of denial and selective recall.
No doubt about it, I suspect with growing bemusement,
but perhaps also with a deeper, cynical amusement, that there
would come a time in the years ahead when my past would be
seen as flawless from my too-generous brushstroke applications
of whitewashing.
It would be such that even my not-so-nice relations would
all be singing ‘Kumbaya’ in a heavenly choir, keeping 4/4 time
to the beat of their angels’ wings, with that once-upon-a-time
grumpy and irascible aunt in accompaniment on the harp.
But I digress too early o’clock, as Ma used tell me whenever
my narrative scattered like chickens at the sight of a hungry
mongoose. She would say, “Mister-man! Talk so you make sense
right away. I don’t have the whole day to stand up here like a
statue and listen to you telling me story from a storybook. Pot
don’t cook by itself, and I will fall down and dead right here the
day I see plate and cup wash itself!”
Thankfully, this was a time before dishwashers. So, I got
around to wondering what she would make of our present-day
Covid-19 pestilence, vaccine hesitancy, and wearing masks.
No need to call one of my favourite uncles on WhatsApp for
his view on Ma wearing a Covid-19 mask, since I am a scion
from his trunk of cynicism. Right away he would say, with a
chuckle, that his mother, and my dear grandmother, arrived in
this world with ears ready-made to accommodate a face mask.
“What? You already forget how good those two ears were at
hearing cat in the kitchen? Mister-man, your grandmother was
born with ears big enough to attach the strings from one mask,
with enough left over as storage for two more masks!”
I suspect he is correct, despite the brushes at the gates that

allow my memories through wanting to resize the recall of my
grandmother’s rather large ears, and its wide-cupped soundcatching talent for finessed hearing.
In fact, to this day I am filled with historical guilt borne on a
turbulent sea of betrayal and culpability due to my younger self
misdirecting Ma’s too-accurate hearing, insisting
it was not my purloining hands that had clumsily
whacked an iron pot spoon in the brown sugar
tin, but the premeditated, padded paws of a cat.
I would insist that the missing sugar, or the
drained tin of condensed milk, was the nefarious
work of the neighbourhood’s felines, which despite the cohort
being known and proven predators, incredulously had one or
two in the group with an insatiable sweet-tooth.
Even to this day my uncle shows no guilt for us blaming the
neighbourhood’s clowder of innocent felines, despite being an
accomplice and purloiner of kitchen treats. It was his longer
reach, his eternal sticky fingers, and shoving-aside shoulders
that allowed him the lion’s share of condensed milk, way before
my up-and-coming bony kneecaps showed any initiative of its
own to push me upwards in this dog-eat-dog world.
My dear grandmother would have worn her Covid-19 mask.
However, I suspect she would not have bothered about the texture, material, or even the colour. She would have seen it as yet
another subset in a corollary of tasks to be done prior to arriving
at the core challenges that she faced each day.
I could not help but recall my dear grandmother a few years
ago, when I witnessed what was an amazing scene while out
on a chore. There at a mall I saw a mother beset by numerous
children clinging to her like so many baby opossums. She was
distracted and stressed, the evidence obvious in her sweatpants
that were inattentively being worn inside-out, its two pockets
outside and flapping voluminously like ears on a basset hound.
There were days when Ma rushed off to the fields wearing
the stitches and the rough underworking of the knotted threads
of her “gangaree” on the outside. It was quite a sight, the loose
threads trailing like the filament tentacles on a jellyfish. Also,
she had no regard for placing the left and right feet properly in
whatever flip-flops were available outside the front door.
And yes, my dear grandmother would have taken her Covid19 inoculations, with her mask lopsided, and her toes splayed in
a pair of oversized, mismatched flip-flops.
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Neutralise discrimination claims with equal treatment policies

Dear Editor,
One of the most poignant cries heard in Guyana especially
around elections, is “Why do we have to call ourselves ‘Indian’
or ‘African’ or ‘Amerindian’ Guyanese? Why can’t we be just
Guyanese?”
Following the March 2, 2020 General and Regional Elections
the cries have once again proven to be a challenge to the government of the PPP/Civic, which has historically been dismissive of ethnicity. The premise of the question, of course, is that
our ethnic identifications are the source of our long-standing
electoral-related miseries, and shedding our ethnic differences
would resolve them.
There are several problems with that view. Firstly, our history has conspired to deliver us to where we are – a society with
people of very diverse origins and cultural heritages. And it
really, in the main, does not matter as to how deep those differences really are in the present.
What matters is the perceptions of those differences. We
can’t undo that by mouthing of fine-sounding platitudes from
political platforms. It is the politicians who claim to be “beyond
race or ethnicity” who have created the most problems for
us – especially with what are considered token “multiracial”
representatives.
Our ethnic identifications in Guyana are a consequence of
the universal human need to have a sense of self – an identity.
This is an essential part of every individual becoming a mature
person, with our self-worth inextricably linked to our group
worth.
Identities are constituted on the basis of various traits and
experiences. For instance, we are all born into a family that itself
is part of a particular group. The group’s world view and way of
life are consciously and unconsciously transmitted to the child,
who as he/she grows up that he/she (not surprisingly) has more
in common with some individuals than others from different
cultural backgrounds.
Unfortunately, physical characteristics that comprise what we
are told are “races” are given social significance and influence

Guyanese nationals lined up to vote during the 2020
General & Regional Elections
a person’s identity because of hundreds of years of coloniality’s creation of hierarchies of race, power, and knowledge as
“modernity”.
Nowadays, some insist they are “post racial”. This is wishful
thinking at best, and pathologically self-delusional at worse. We
are locked in western modernity’s “great chain of being” with
God on top followed by his angels, man (from White through
Black), the animals, and finally “nature”. Even naysayers have to
respond to Thomas’ Theorem: “If men define situations as real,
they are real in their consequences.” Especially if those defining
the situation have power – political, or disruptive.
But “identity” is not a unitary construct: each person’s selfconception is a unique combination of many identifications
– identifications as broad as woman or man, Hindu, Catholic,
or Muslim, or as narrow as being a member of one particular
family.
Although self-identity may seem to coincide with a particular human being, identities are actually much wider than that.

They are also collective: identities extend to countries and ethnic communities, so that people feel injured when other persons
sharing their identity are injured or killed. The apprehension of
“linked fates” facilitates political mobilisation.
This exposes the second problem with the Guyanese lament:
there should not necessarily be any contradiction between a
person’s cultural heritage (ethnicity), and his citizenship in a
particular country.
In our instance, we are all Guyanese, in addition to being of
African, Amerindian, Indian, and so on, heritage. The identities
are usually compatibly nested within each other, as is the case
for geographic identities within a country. For example, I can
identity both with Guyana (my country), and the Uitvlugt (my
village).
The task for us essentially is twofold. None of our several
identities should justify superior claims to the national patrimony because of “greater legitimacy”: we are all citizens of Guyana.
The moment that happens – or is thought to happen during the
inevitable group comparison process based on relative deprivation – it will precipitate counterreactions, for or against the
politics of entitlement, which is confronting the PPP/Civic.
If the power relations among the different groups, as they
define themselves are equal, then there will be less reasons for
jealously guarding their boundaries. In fact, the reverse will
occur as identities become more expansive.
Secondly, therefore, the government must pursue policies
that support equal treatment with “Ethnic Impact Statements”
made mandatory. This will neutralise claims of discrimination
and enlarge a more meaningful shared overarching identity of
being “Guyanese” for all citizens.
Ravi Dev, via email.

Allay vaccine hesitancy fears

Dear Editor,
Vitriolic debates, some of which degenerate into insults and
name-calling, rage on social media with respect to Covid-19
vaccine hesitancy and rejection.
But as a Trinidad & Tobago-based member of The Caribbean
Voice pointed out, those who make and implement policies
really need to listen to those who have issues with the vaccine
and recognise that a lot of it, including the fears, have to do with
support base?
What is even more baffling is that the supporters are silly mental health.
Fears are often based on personal issues such as individuals
enough to compromise their personal health and follow these
selfish leaders who continue to protect their inner circle, and being allergic to certain medications, or suffering from certain
are willing to throw their supporters by the wayside by expos- illnesses. Fears can lead to panic attacks and paranoia. As well,
vaccine compulsion often leads to
ing them to the deadly
anxiety, depression, and peritraucoronavirus because they
matic distress as individuals fear
remain unvaccinated.
serious physical reactions and even
I call on all Guyanese
death.
and the 20,000 Venezuelan
These fears need to be allayed
guests who are living in
and language becomes critical in
Guyana to step up and get
this process, as any mental health
vaccinated ASAP, so that
practitioner would know. Thus,
we as a collective, who
mental health issues have to be
occupy the land of many
addressed as a prerequisite to these
waters, can banish this
persons becoming amenable to vacplague from our land.
cine.
I want to personally
And until fears are allayed and
thank President Ali for his
mental health issues addressed,
leadership on this issue,
T&T nationals line up for the Covid-19 vaccine
until hesitant persons are assured
and for stepping up and
purchasing these vaccines so that all of our people can be safer. that either they have absolutely nothing to fear, or that their
allergies and medical issues will be addressed in any vaccine
Sasenarine Singh, via email.
regimen, vaccine mandates will only make matters worse.
An August 5 article on the CNN website stated, “There’s a
well-documented phenomenon in psychology called the ‘backfire effect’. Giving people facts disproving their incorrect beliefs
can actually reinforce those beliefs. Researchers have observed
this phenomenon in the context of political misconceptions,
voting preferences, the decision to vaccinate one’s children and
whether to get a flu vaccine oneself.
It adds, “The more people are confronted with facts at odds
with their opinions, the stronger they cling to those opinions.
And if arguing with facts backfires, you know what backfires
even more? Criticising, blaming, and shaming them for being
Roxanne Myers
Keith Lowenfield
thoughtless, selfish, stupid, ignorant or psychopathic. You can
check this yourself: When was the last time you changed your
behaviour in response to someone blaming or shaming you?”
ing forward has been dealt with cautiously. GECOM can now
Thus, instead of engaging in debates to nowhere that comfocus its energies on reforms and local government elections.
pound the animosity and disconnect, displaying empathy and
I understand that GECOM Chairperson Claudette Singh curiosity would be the way to go. Walk in the shoes of those
and the three Government-nominated Commissioners voted who refuse the vaccine, understand their perspectives, and then
for contract terminations. The three Opposition-nominated seek to create an environment that makes them feel safe and
Commissioners abstained. That is more than I expected, affirmed.
because the Opposition Commissioners did not vote for them
Perhaps too it would be better for those who have taken the
to continue. Never mind, they are receiving their benefits.
vaccine to share their reasons for doing so. For in that sharing
I am glad that they are gone! And the albatross has finally other hitherto hesitant individuals may find connections and
been lifted off of GECOM’s neck. It can finally breathe again.
reasons for them to also then take the vaccine.
Suraj Singh, via email.
Annan Boodram, The Caribbean Voice, via email.

Do not be misled - step up & get the shot

Dear Editor,
The Covid-19 pandemic has exposed many existing political
challenges on a global scale. Failure to tackle unemployment,
the accumulation of debt, and increases in the levels of inequality has, and will continue to lead to social unrest with no end in
sight to this health crisis.
As the third and fourth waves now move globally, national
governments are saddled with new kinds of human development challenges that they have never faced before.
However, what remains real today is that the gap between the
rich and the poor continues to widen in many countries.
What is clear is that the unequal deployment of vaccines is
hurting many nations, and this does not bode well for all. About
40 percent of the populations in advanced economies like the
US have been fully vaccinated, while the double vaccine figure
just averages around ten percent in emerging markets.
Fortunately for Guyana, around 30 percent of the population
is now fully vaccinated, thanks to the vision of His Excellency
President Dr Irfaan Ali. It takes a real “sanctimonious gangster”
to step up to take both the vaccines, and then turn around in a
whisper campaign and tell his supporters not to take the vaccines.
What manner of men will conduct such an atrocity to their

Clairmont Mingo

Claudette Singh

GECOM terminations historical day for Guyana’s democracy
Dear Editor,
Last week Wednesday August 12, 2021, is a day that will go
down in the pages of history as the day when democracy prevailed in Guyana.
It is the day when Chief Elections Officer Keith Lowenfield,
Deputy Chief Elections Officer Roxanne Meyers, and Elections
Officer for Region 4, Mortimer Mingo, had their contracts terminated.
This decision makes it a joyous day. It came ten days after
President Dr Irfaan Ali said it was going to happen. It took 17
months, but I am glad that the biggest obstacle to Guyana mov-
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Guyana’s breadbasket potential self-evident
Political commitment at regional level needed to push food security
Part 2 of 2
ong regarded as the “food bowl of the Caribbean”, there
is no doubt that Guyana has the potential to alleviate the
region’s food security problem. However, its potential
can only materialise if there is domestic as well as regional
commitment to develop the largely neglected sector, which only
comes into the spotlight when the food situation in the region
becomes dire.
The truth is agriculture has always been
on the regional agenda, but commitment to
the sector has largely been at the conference
table. Endless rounds of talks, and volumes
of policy documents have not resulted in any
material impact on accelerating the development of the sector.
Incidentally, the Covid-19 pandemic has
highlighted the risks of food insecurity, bringing agriculture
once again to the forefront. It is estimated that there are now
2.7 million “food-insecure” people in the English-speaking
Caribbean, according to a recent (April 21, 2021) blog by the
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture.
Citing the results of the third round of the Caricom Covid19 Food Security and Livelihoods Impact Survey, in which 71
percent of respondents observed higher than usual food prices,
the IICA blog noted that the burden is disproportionately felt by
low-income householders. As a result of higher food prices, 68
percent of households reduced
their food consumption, and
40 percent struggled with food
stocks. These households are
“much more likely to meet their
food needs at the expense of
selling productive assets and
cutting spending on other priorities such as health and education”, the survey found.
Evidently, it is not necessarily the shortage of food, but
more so the high price of food,
that is contributing to food
insecurity. And high prices are
primarily due to the increasing cost of imported foods on
which the Caribbean region is
highly dependent.
With this in mind, IICA
observed that Guyana has “all
the ingredients to be the breadbasket for the region. It is blessed
with rich agricultural traditions, fertile soils, excellent climate
and plentiful land.
Moreover, the regional institution said that Guyana has the
capability to be a processing powerhouse, given its high availability of freshwater, a young workforce, an under-capacity
port with regular routes to the Caribbean and North American
markets, and a promising outlook for micro-grid renewable
energy solutions.
It surmised that a more expansive Guyanese agriculture sector can positively contribute to Caribbean food security, and
help Guyana diversify its economy, and avoid the resource curse
back home.
The truth is, IICA simply reiterated what is already known,
and what this column has repeatedly argued over the past two
decades. The problem is: Guyana has failed to exploit its agricultural potential for its own benefit, much less for the benefit of
the region. It is very much aware of its potential role in regional
food supply.
In spite of its agricultural potential, Guyana’s household food
import bill has increased more than four-fold since the turn of
the century – growing from G$10 billion in 2000 to more than
G$45 billion at the end of 2020.
According to the country’s Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar
Mustapha, Guyana produces 59 percent of the food for local
consumption, which means that it imports 41 percent of its
food. This raises questions about Guyana’s readiness to play a
role in regional food security.
Mustapha lamented the fact that Guyana produces the raw
materials for a significant portion of imported foods, but lacks
the agro processing capabilities to manufacture the value-added
products that are imported. He also blamed poor packaging,
and the failure to promote “buy local” as impediments for
locally manufactured goods to take off.
The truth is, there is a divergence between the composition
of domestic food supply and the composition of domestic food
demand; and a preference for foreign foods that are perceived
to be of better quality, and often more convenient to use, largely
because of packaging characteristics and ready availability.
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The underlying truth is that Guyana might very well produce sufficient raw food to satisfy domestic demand, but does
not produce packaged/processed food that is consumed by the
population.
IICA drew attention to these realities, stating that the
Caribbean is predominately a raw material producer, and in
recent years the region has largely grown crops that are either
in structural decline, or simple crops that
require little or no processing.
It observed that exporting unprocessed
primary products means the region captures
Dwarka
less of the value-chain, thereby reducing
Lakhan
local revenues, and new job opportunities
and skills training. It also means farmers are
more exposed to raw commodity prices as
they have no differentiated products.
The good thing is that supported by capital from oil, the government of Guyana is now strategically focusing on increasing
food production and setting up processing facilities. However,
much of its plans are still on paper.
Ironically, the underlying reason for the neglect of agriculture
in Guyana in the past is largely political, as the sector is dominated primarily by the East Indian segment of the population,
while Blacks dominate the public sector and service industries.
Consequently, for the government to have a bias to agriculture would have been construed as patronising East Indians and
neglecting Blacks. As a result,
agriculture was largely taken
for granted, with full knowledge that it will be sustained
by those who depend on it for
their survival.
In the meanwhile, the
opportunity costs of the
neglect are the very future of
the country, combined with
persistent poverty among the
rural poor, who are mostly
farmers; and now at a regional
level – food insecurity.
On the other hand, at a
regional level, Caribbean
countries have been largely
focused on developing the
more “glamorous” service sectors at the expense of “dirty”
agriculture. Rightly so, because
tourism has been the mainstay of several of these countries.
Although Caribbean governments recognise the need for a
coordinated plan to promote regional agricultural development,
the level of commitment to execute such a plan leaves much to
be desired. At the same time, regional leaders are caught up with
their own domestic issues.
Ironically, the record of solidarity among Caribbean governments is far from reassuring. This is largely due to a myriad of
factors, among them varying levels of wealth, geographic size,
and population, and differing political configurations, foreign
policies, trade relations, and national expectations. The truth
is: solidarity among Caribbean countries is a dream, especially
when it comes to making sacrifices – adding to the operational
problems of regional institutions like Caricom.
In fact, individual governments are most likely inclined to
embark on their own initiatives to promote agricultural development, regardless of potential co-operation at a regional level.
Guyana, for instance has tried to leverage its vast relative geographic size and comparative advantage to capitalise on largescale food production to satisfy regional demand, and to foster
its own economic development. But to no avail.
At the end of the day, there must be political commitment to
push agricultural development at a regional level – beyond the
conference table. At least there is recognition about the benefits
of agricultural development. Collective action is necessary for
Caribbean countries to attain food security objectives that they
cannot accomplish individually.
Guyana can certainly play a role in ensuring regional food
security. It has the resources to diversify and expand agricultural production. Losing sight of the opportunity in the wake of
regional food security, and the failure of the region to leverage
Guyana’s capabilities are realities that cannot be ignored.
Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of
the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished
financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways,
Real World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is
available on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be
reached at dlakhan@rogers.com.

Farmers salvage tomatoes from a flooded field

Govt aids flooded farms
with $7.8b in payments
Georgetown – As part of its commitment to facilitate the
growth and development of the agriculture sector to help
Guyana to realise its potential as the ‘breadbasket of the
Caribbean’, the government in Georgetown will be disbursing
(G) $7.8 billion in assistance to farmers and households following this year’s excessive seasonal rains and floods.
Hundreds of households and farmers suffered losses following the floods that started on May 18. The assistance effort was
led by Guyana’s President, Dr Irfaan Ali, and was coordinated
by the Civil Defence Commission, Hydrometeorological Office,
and National Drainage and Irrigation Authority. Regional
response systems were also engaged through the Ministry of
Local Government and Regional Development.
The recovery effort also saw the construction of shelters for
persons displaced by the floods, with food and sanitation relief
supplies provided. An assessment was conducted alongside
this effort to determine the
extent of losses, and what longterm support was required by
the affected to restart their livelihoods.
One Hotoquai farmer, Joel
George, noted that the national
disaster left residents without the
means to recover. Consequently,
the government’s assistance was
a welcome initiative to restart
their farms, he said.
Irfaan Ali
“Our basic way of getting
finance is farming. There is nothing else but farms here in
Hotoquai. We do not go anywhere else. We depend on our farms
to produce… plantain, ginger, and other cash crops, so that we
can maintain our family,” he said.
Hibedia farmer Naja Daniels said the floods destroyed her
farm, which made her rethink how she should now manage her
business.
“I will be building back my farm because everything is gone. I
do not have anything right now that I could save from my farm,
so I decided that the [government’s] money will be invested in
my business to bring it back,” she said.
Farmer Diana James also said she would rebuild her farm,
which was destroyed by the floods.
“Things have been hard; we are poor people, but our farm
normally helps to offset some of our costs, even with the rainy
season. During [the rainy] season there is flooding, which
always carries away the little produce we have,” she said.
Ali announced on July 31 that over $7.8 billion was earmarked to assist farms and households that suffered losses during the national disaster. The government secured $10 billion
for flood-relief efforts. According to the figures, over 300 communities and 52,000 households were affected.
Assistance to farms would not exceed $10 million per farmer,
while more than $3.5 billion will be transferred to homesteads,
kitchen garden farmers, and to households. Homestead and
kitchen garden farmers would receive $100,000 and $50,000
each, respectively, while households would receive $50,000 each.
Over $3.2 billion has been allocated for rice farmers, since
over 50,000 acres of rice land and 2,000 farmers were directly
affected by the floods. Those who had rice ready to harvest will
receive $80,000 per acre. Farmers who had sowed rice and lost
their autumn crop will get $65,000 per acre, and farmers with
land completely prepared but not sowed will get $45,000 per
acre. Over 60,000 bags of seed paddy would also be distributed
to those farmers.
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Positive work, but systemic woes remain for PPP/Civic
By Romeo Kaseram
n online public meeting held earlier this month to
discuss the first anniversary of Guyana’s PPP/Civic
administration in power saw one of its presenters
noting, among other things, that the government has undertaken major and ambitious economic and social programs.
Meanwhile, a second presenter noted, among other things, that
the critical and debilitating issue of race continues to
burn underground; while a third speaker explored
problems facing Guyana, while proposing solutions
to possibly overcoming these historical
and systemic difficulties.
Presenters at the online discussion
were Dr Tara Singh, Ravi Dev, and Dr
Baytoram Ramharack. Hosted by the
Indo-Caribbean Cultural Centre, it was
held on August 8.
In what he said was his independent
review, Singh highlighted some accomplishments of the PPP/Civic administration
following its delayed August 2 entrance into
the government. Since then it has embarked
on an ambitious program after it was delayed
from coming into power.
Singh is a writer, researcher, and former lecturer in Social
Sciences at the University of Guyana. He is also a senior
Commonwealth researcher, a Fulbright scholar, and heads the
New York Medical & Humanitarian Mission in Guyana.
Said Singh: “What [the PPP/Civic] did is get the people’s
involvement. At the very beginning they have been pushing
the idea of people oriented-growth, and that stuck a bit with
people.” As he also noted, Guyanese nationals do not think of
their needs “in terms of abstract political theory or ideology”;
instead, “Their interest is bread-and-butter issues.”
Recognising this as a pragmatic objective, the PPP/Civic is
now directly “addressing people’s pocketbooks”, he said.
He added, “Most of [the PPP’s] approach or philosophy
to government is guided by their idea of ‘One Guyana’. ‘One
Guyana’ means that all development… goes to everybody;
[that] everybody will be included in the development advantages and benefits of the country.”
Singh also noted that while the government came into power

A
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following five months of uncertainty after the March 2, 2020
General & Regional Elections, it went to work right away and
prepared a National Budget within 29 days. This “was breathtaking”, he said.
The PPP/Civic also “took government to the people; [and]
that has never happened before in Guyana”, he said. Additionally,
“They have also pledged for transparency and accountability.”
Singh also noted economic relief programs were
instituted by the PPP/Civic government. To spur
economic growth in the short and long term, the
government adopted two strategies: to expand
and incentivise investments, and to
increase purchasing power of nationals, he said.
As Singh noted, the cost of energy
was lowered by 50 percent; old age
assistance was increased, along with
public assistance and pension payments. It also disbursed (G) $9 billion as Covid-19 pandemic relief, with
households receiving $25,000, and awarded
$150 million to frontline workers.
The second presenter, Ravi Dev, is an
Indian civil rights activist, a former member
of Parliament in Guyana, a former attorney-at-law in NY
City, and former leader of ROAR (Rise, Organise, and Rally).
According to Dev, one year after its coming to power has
seen the PPP/Civic being forced to live with the consequences
of the attempted rigging of the March 2, 2020 polls.
Citing a 1998 statement by then-PNC’s Raphael Trotman,
that the duty of the Opposition is “to oppose, expose, and
depose”, Dev said the PNC has not given up on its determination to remove, and to keep the PPP/Civic out of office. He also
noted the PNC’s strategy was not unique to Guyana.
Painting a wider portrait of exclusion of East Indians
throughout the diaspora, Dev illustrated parallel “systemic conditions” undermining the arrival of Indians in countries where
“our existence… is being questioned and threatened”.
Dev said there is a common thread, a recurring motif of
delegitimising diasporic presences, while citing the present
crisis in South Africa, and historical antagonisms in Fiji. It was
also notable in Guyana, where “the PPP government was never

seen as legitimate by the PNC and its supporters; and I dare say,
by the leaders of the Caribbean, going all the way back to the
beginning of our politics in the 1950s. They all claimed, and
they said, that [Dr Cheddi] Jagan’s point was to form an Indian
State in Guyana.”
Said Dev: “I want to say that what the PPP is confronting today is that same underlying, deep denial of legitimacy,
because its support base, by and large, comes from the Indian
community. So, the PPP’s dilemma that no matter now facially
neutral their policies may be, it will always be judged from an
ethnic perspective; and as they say, ‘Give a dog a bad name, then
hang it’; and that is what is playing out in Guyana today.”
According to Dev, each move that is being made by the PPP/
Civic government is being “delegitimised” by the PNC; it continues to claim the present government is not legitimate, and
was “installed” by the west. Also, the economic and social programs implemented by the government are being delegitimised
by the PNC to its supporters with claims of preferentiality and
racism, the underlying agenda being to mobilise protest in outlying areas, which it will then import into Georgetown.
Ramharack is an Adjunct Associate Professor of Political
Science at Nassau Community College in New York; he is also
the author of the biographies of Balram Singh Rai and Jung
Bahadur Singh of Guyana.
Among other things, he listed five challenges the PPP/Civic
is now facing: economic deprivation; ethnic dominance/racism;
corruption; the PPP government perceived as “illegal”; and
racial/political violence.
He called for solutions, among them being national dialogue
to build trust; ethnic impact statements to evaluate potential
disparities of proposed legislation; inclusive institutions, including GECOM, police, civil service, armed forces – setting “targeted goals” to recruit Guyana’s best and brightest; a federalised
republic to allow local communities to run their affairs; affirmative action program to help economically and socially depressed
communities; and reshaping the education curriculum.
He added, “We have to look at the reality on the ground as
opposed to looking at the statistics; we have to look at the history of what happened before this one year, and look at possibly
what could happen in the future.”
Said Ramharack: “Unity in Diversity is a better way to go.”
Click here, or on the graphic, to visit the ICC event.
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Dialogue a good starting point to address Guyana’s ethnic dilemma
By Baytoram Ramharack
1997 elections, resulting in the Herdmanston
n July 30, 2021, I wrote in Stabroek
Accord that truncated the PPP’s official term
News, “In our multiethnic society,
by two years.
all must play an inclusive role in our
Despite its obvious urgency, the PPP/Civic
national defence”, refuting Hamilton Green’s
leadership will not willingly move to create an
antagonistic position against creating a balinclusive security and defense force for two
anced (or inclusive) disciplinary force.
reasons.
Terrence Campbell, a successful AfricanOne, Dr Cheddi Jagan bequeathed the PPP/
Guyanese businessman, raised genuine conCivic with an original political sin, namely
cerns about the “exclusion of Afro-Guyanese
that politics in Guyana must be understood
from the private sector”. Then last week, a
through the lens of class analysis, despite
Stabroek News blogger, Mike Persaud, argued
the primacy of race/ethnicity. This embedded
that an inclusive disciplined forces should
Marxist paradigm reinforces the view that as
not be contingent upon any other national
the economy develops, its trickle-down effect
issue.
will render ethnic politics obsolete. So why
I share the sentiments of both men. Guyana
bother to frontally address the problem
remains a deeply divided state.
And two, as Professor Tarron Khemraj
On Sunday, August 8, at an Indo-Caribbean
noted, the oil/gas wealth has endowed the
Cultural Centre online public meeting with
PPP/Civic with enormous leverage to manippanelists Dr Tara Singh and Ravi Dev, the audi- Screen-capture composite shows ICC facilitator, Bindu Maharaj (top, left), with pre- ulate State resources to “buy off ” (co-opt)
ence was reminded that not a single prominent senters (clockwise) Ravi Dev, Dr Baytoram Ranharack, & Dr Tara Singh
potential members of the African community.
African Guyanese organisation publicly denounced President and assess effectiveness of national policies and their potential
Our history has shown that both of these misguided strateimpact on specific communities. This would ensure a more gies have worked to the detriment of the PPP/Civic, and its
David Granger’s perfidy of the 2020 elections.
While the PNC continues to gaslight its supporters, the party equitable use and distribution of State resources, and negate supporters.
has successfully united its traditional base against the govern- charges by African leaders that the PPP/Civic is promoting
To date, the PNC has not renounced its penchant for violent
ment, mainly using accusations of corruption, racism, and “economic genocide” (a term frequently used by Aubrey Norton street protest – (Norton calls them “strategic” protests). We are
and Lincoln Lewis).
economic deprivation/neglect.
now witnessing continued street protests, egged on by PNC
(3) Creation of a decentralised (or Federal) State, constructed Parliamentarians, as David Hinds calls on Buxtonians to protest
With a largely Indian audience at the ICC online and public
meeting, a question was posed: “If the PPP/Civic were to demit not necessarily on the basis of ethnicity, but centred on geogra- with “aggressive militancy”.
office or lose the election four years from now, would you feel phy and population distribution, with real power embedded in
The government should also be mindful of a recent warnlocal governments. Such a systemic and structural transforma- ing regarding the use of the oil windfall from Albio Sires,
safe under a PNC or coalition government?”
I suggested an action plan, based, inter alia, on the following: tion would address unequal development, empower local com- Chairman of the US Congressional sub-committee on the
(1) A national Affirmative Action Program to help eco- munities, and reduce dependency on a national government Western Hemisphere, upholding the dictum that “there are no
nomically and socially depressed communities, particularly with centralised powers.
permanent friends, only interests”.
Regarding the issue of balancing in public institutions, it
Amerindians, to ensure all Guyanese benefit from state resourcSupporters of the PPP/Civic anxious over what life might
es (small business loans, government training, and so on,) to was Vice-President Bharrat Jagdeo, who reminded Guyanese at bring them in a post-PPP Guyana have an obligation to demand
the May 2021 Diaspora Conference, that Afro-Guyanese main- that the Ali/Jagdeo administration frontally address the ethnic
advance their human development.
Such a plan would address accusations that PPP/Civic tained “overwhelming numbers” in the army, police, and public dilemma. If President Ali is secure in his control of power, and
supporters are primarily beneficiaries of the largesse of the service, even during his tenure as President. However, Jagdeo’s confident in his ability to govern, then a good place to start
State. An ethnic caucus, akin to the “Black Caucus” in the US comments were meant to benevolently placate Africans, not as would be to enter into national dialogue with the Opposition.
Congress, with legitimate representatives from each major an argument for inclusivity.
Waiting until the PNC reconciles its internal contradictions
Surely, President Irfaan Ali must know about the then- will only pose a greater challenge to the government, with the
community can act as an advisory body to the government on
President Desmond Hoyte’s appeal to “kith and kin”, or the possibility of erasing all that has been achieved during the PPP/
specific policies going forward.
(2) Utilisation of Ethnic Impact Statements to evaluate violent street protests on January 12, 1998, following the Civic’s first year in office.
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Guyana’s leaders tackle vaccine hesitancy
From page 1
a co-morbidity. However, despite her diabetes,
her overall health was generally good.
“I thank God I’m in good health. I’ve been
blessed,” she said.
But Trinidad and Tobago was not in good
health, according to the latest Covid-19 figures released yesterday. As was reported, the
nation was on the threshold of reaching 1,200
Covid-19 deaths, with eight reported fatalities
that brought the total to 1,196 dead. Yesterday
another 278 new infections were reported from
samples taken between August 13-August 16.
Since March 2020, Trinidad and Tobago had
42,233 confirmed cases of Covid-19.
With its population at approximately 1.4
million, as of yesterday 457,991 first dose
vaccinations had been administered, with
the number of those receiving a second dose
standing at 329,737.
On Monday, Health Minister Terrence
Deyalsingh revealed that the ministry’s target
of vaccinating 600,000 people by the end of
September was off by about 50,000 arms.
“By now we should have had about 500,000
first dose [vaccinations], on the way to 600,000.
However, now that we have the opportunity to
vaccinate the 12- to 18-year-olds, which were
never counted at that time... that will give us
a significant boost to achieve the target of
600,000 fully vaccinated, hopefully by the end
of September,” Deyalsingh said.
On Monday Trinidad and Tobago’s first
dose administered count stood 454,085, which
represents roughly 32 percent of the general
population of 1.4 million.
Earlier this week, Trinidad and Tobago’s
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley also issued
the plea to the vaccine hesitant to present arms
for the shot. Rowley’s delivery was typically
short on diplomacy, and was peppered with
frustration and angst.
“What stupidness is going on in this country?” he wondered as he addressed vaccine
hesitancy at the opening of the new Chatham
Government Primary school in south Trinidad.
“We want to continue with our manufacturing; we want to continue with our energy sector; we want to continue with our population
at school; we want to continue to go to church;
we want to go to the beach. I’m sure half of the
young people would want to ask whether there
would be a Carnival next year… I would love to
tell you, ‘Yes, there will be a Carnival next year’.
But what if Delta and Carnival come together?”
Rowley also pleaded with parents to seek
the best interest of their children in pursuing
vaccinations, noting that the Delta variant
could adversely affect younger people. As of
this week, Trinidad and Tobago had detected
the Delta variant in three returning nationals.
He also urged parents and residents to get
themselves vaccinated, and to avoid becoming
a statistic.
Said Rowley: “The country requires your
cooperation to get things going, and every
vaccinated person is one step in the country
going in the right direction. Every vaccinated
person is in one location where the virus is not
welcomed. It is one person who is not likely to
be demanding a bed in the hospital, and one

person who is not likely to be listed among
statistics of who died last night.”
Additionally, “We have taken it for granted
that every morning we get up, seven people,
ten people, eight people die. When we started
out discussing our response to Covid-19, I said
to you, let us not wait till we count our failures
in the number of coffins. That was the premise
of the virus: coffins. At that time, there was
nothing we could do. Now there is something
we can do.”
Guyana’s government leaders were also
tackling vaccine hesitancy last week, with Vice
President Bharrat Jagdeo expressing disappointment over the reluctance being displayed
by some doctors and nurses to be inoculated.
“Doctors and nurses are in a science-based
field. How could you be in a science-based
field, and then have these weird views about
vaccines? It is almost unacceptable. And teachers, first of all, they should be teaching; they
should be educated, reading, and then they
succumb to rumours and unsubstantiated
views,” Jagdeo said.
Jagdeo noted that the government is
expending billions of dollars to procure vaccines to achieve herd immunity, and continued
to appeal to nationals to get the shot.
Said Jagdeo: “This is a struggle. What bothers me is that we are trying to save lives.
Imagine they are protesting a government trying to save lives; [a government that is] trying
to get you immunised so that you don’t die.”
He added: “We’re saying please get your
vaccine; it costs us money. We bought the vaccine; people are struggling around the world
to get the vaccine. We bought it; just take the
vaccine so that you can protect yourself and
your family.”
So far in Guyana, more than 50 percent of
the adult population has taken the first dose of
the Covid-19 vaccine, while some 30 percent of
nationals are fully vaccinated.
Also last week, Guyana’s Minister of Health,
Dr Frank Anthony said the government will be
procuring vaccines for children in a few weeks.
He added that in order to roll out the plan, the
vital support was needed from both parents
and teachers.
“We are also working to make sure that
we provide vaccination for children between
the ages of 12 and 18… We anticipate that in
another couple of weeks, we will get those vaccines. We would [then] require the cooperation
of both parents and teachers, so that we could
get those vaccines administered as quickly as
possible.”
Yesterday Guyana recorded four Covid-19
deaths that took its overall toll to 582. The four
fatalities were women who died on August 15
at a medical facility. Two were from Region
Three (Essequibo Islands-West Demerara),
while the other two were from Region Four
(Demerara-Mahaica).
Guyana also recorded 100 new cases of the
virus that took the total number of infections
up to 23,675. At this time, there are 12 persons
in the ICU, 91 in institutional isolation, and
940 in home isolation.
A total 27,050 persons have recovered from
Covid-19 infections.
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society that nurtures, educates, and accommodates the younger generation
will prosper. According to research done in June 2021 for the Ontario Real
Estate Association (OREA), 46 percent of homebuyers under the age of 45 are
considering moving out of the province to find affordable homes. The survey shows
that 56 percent of these would-be buyers are despondent about the hope of buying a
home in the community where they currently reside.
“Unfortunately, for too many, the current real estate market is a frustrating game of
musical chairs, with more and more people circling a fewer number of chairs,” said Tim
Hudac, CEO of OREA. OREA is a professional organisation that represents around
80,000 realtors in Ontario; 55 percent of those surveyed said that they think house
prices will continue to climb in the next year.
“The lack of housing supply is leading many to look outside the province for their first
homes, and that will make it difficult to retain and attract talent in Ontario in the near
future,” said Hudac. In a recent statement, Hudac mentioned that “The Government
of Ontario’s More Homes, More Choice Act is an excellent first step, but if we want to
reverse this brain-drain, municipalities also need to deliver by opening up more housing opportunities.”
Of those who were surveyed, 68 percent think that the Ontario government can work
harder to make housing more affordable; 91 percent supported the fact that money
laundering in the real estate market is a major cause of lack of supply; 90 percent of
those surveyed backed the idea to give incentive to home owners to make improvements on their home; 89 percent liked the idea of giving bigger tax rebates to first time
buyers, and 87 percent endorsed the concept to convert under-utilised commercial
space into residential units.
Presently, Canada has 424 housing units available for every 1,000 Canadians. This
is the lowest level among the G7 countries. Between 2021 to 2023, an estimated 1.2
million immigrants are expected to land, with the majority settling in the big cities. To
quench the thirst for housing, Ontario needs to invest in infrastructures that will open
up land to build more houses. It is a delicate balance, allotting land for food, conservations for clean air, and land for industrial, commercial and residential uses. It’s not
so easy to reallocate land for housing without affecting another area. To build more
homes, the city must have allowance for adequate water supply and sewage disposal.
Considering all aspects, affordable housing is possible in smaller towns within the
province.
Home prices in the GTA have grown by about 1.5 times the cost of living. The roaring
housing market has created a major housing catastrophe. This is driving the younger
generation to more fertile grounds outside of Ontario to raise their families. If the trend
continues, businesses will lose their competitive edge. It will become more difficult in
recruiting and keeping good workers at a reasonable pay.
Increasing the interest rate is an option that can chill the market quickly. However,
this can be catastrophic. Approximately 24 percent of Ontarians are employed in real
estate services, such as contractors, technical workers, and realtors. Taxes generated
from real estate and other related industry account for over 20 percent of the province’s revenue. If the market collapses, then other operations such health care will suffer. The Ontario Government will not have enough revenue to kick start the economy,
and we can head into a recession. Real estate also accounts for about 54 percent of
the assets held by people in Ontario. A drop in home prices can be devastating.
The Ontario Government must take a careful approach in order to cool the market without disrupting the fragile Covid-19-stricken economy. The first step is to give
homeowners incentives to build a secondary suite in their existing home. This will
inject more safe rental units. Foreign buyers should pay a larger share of sales tax and
property tax for investment properties within GTA. This action will cause foreigners to
invest in smaller towns and spur new growth. Vacant homes should be heavily taxed.
This will discourage investors from tying up homes that can become readily available
for others. Penalise money laundering ventures and speculators.
The Ontario Government is walking a tight rope, a delicate balance, a juggling act
to keep the economy humming and maintain housing affordability. The outlook for
affordable accommodation is bleak. The clock is ticking. For many, relocating is the
only option.
Jay Brijpaul
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DIASPORA: LEGACY

Kajol Panday, daughter of Seeta Panday, spoke of
her mother’s legacy

The illustrious Seeta Panday

IFC President Ralph Tamesh with singing legend
Naimoon Majeed (Dhanpaul Narine photos)

By Dhanpaul Narine
he Indo-Caribbean Federation was founded in 1985.
Its aim is to promote peace, cultural awareness, and
education in the Indo-Caribbean community. But the
mission is also to reach out to all communities to spread the
values of mutual respect and cooperation.
The President of the ICF is Ralph Tamesh. He brings to the
organisation years of experience in working in the corporate
and voluntary sectors. One of the popular events of the ICF is
its annual cultural program at Smokey Oval Park in Richmond
Hill, Queens.
It is here that the talents of the community can be seen and

appreciated. The event attracts hundreds, and among them
was the inimitable and peerless Seeta Panday. She would not
only sing, but would also judge the singing competitions; over
the years her participation resulted in higher standards, and
brought a wider appeal and appreciation of Indian culture.
Seeta left us in February 2021 for heaven, where she is
singing among the angels; she will not be forgotten. Om tat sat.
The Indo-Caribbean Federation held an impressive
Memorial Service in her honour on August 1, 2021. It took
place at the Rockaway Buffet at 122-79, Rockaway Boulevard,
in South Ozone Park in Queens, New York. Hafeez Ali, the
proprietor, and his wife Floreeta, were most generous in

making the space available, and his staff did an excellent job in
serving the packed hall.
ICF President Tamesh welcomed all, and spoke about Seeta’s
impact and legacy. This was reinforced by Seeta’s daughter,
Kajol, who said that her mom was looking down with
gratitude.
Kajol thanked the ICF, and said that the beautiful program
was beyond her dreams. The renditions, in tribute to Seeta,
were of a high standard, and did justice to her memory.
The next ICF event will be held on August 21, 2021 when
there will be a cricket match with Guyana vs Rest of the
Caribbean. It will be at Idlewild Park in Queens NY, 11430.

New Yorkers celebrate the legacy of the angelic Seeta Panday

T

H. Mohabeer who launched many
careers with his record company

Group photo of some of the dignitaries that supported the Seeta Panday memorial

Son Son Sonipersaud, Dianne Ali, &
the debonair Imran Ali Ahmad

‘Not far from slavery’, our ancestors suffered under Indentureship
By Treb Narahcmar
are governed not by kindness and good treatment, but through
ll the main races in today’s Guyana suffered brutal
fear of the severity of the law.” (Para. 24 of his Memorandum).
injustices at the hands of British plantation owners,
The housing conditions of the Indentured Indians were
distressing. The great majority of the houses allotted to the
managers, and administrators during the 19th
and 20th centuries. It is important to understand what
Indentured Indians consisted of very small rooms, “divided by
thin and easily-scaled partitions”. They were usually of nine
our ancestors went through if we are to heal and knit our
country together in fairness and mutual
to ten square feet. Married couples had little
understanding.
privacy (Para. 68).
Des Voeux complained of a practice,
On December 25, 1869, Christmas Day
as it happened, G. Des Voeux, a former
“prevalent all over the colony, of forcing the
Magistrate in British Guiana, wrote a
doors of immigrant’s houses for the purpose
detailed Memorandum to Earl Granville,
of what is called turning them out to work,
and also of doing the same and searching
British Minister in London, complaining
their rooms without warrant for stolen goods,
about the horrific treatment meted out to
Indentured Indians in British Guiana. This
and even sometimes when there was only a
led the Government in London to send a
suspicion of theft.” (Para. 37). Cruelties were
Royal Commission of Inquiry to British
being practised on the Indentured Indians
Guiana in 1870. The Royal Commission
“without any check or hindrance” (Para. 43.)
found great injustices against the Indentured
Food available to the Indentured Indians
was sparing. On some estates, “the food, at
Indians. In this essay we shall present the
least usually provided in hospital…is of a
testimony of Des Voeux. In a second essay
we shall present the findings of the Royal
wretched description, and this fact is well
Commission.
known to the medical men, who dare not
G. Des Voeux
Des Voeux had served as a Magistrate in
make complaint.” Also, “It is a common
British Guiana for several years, and it pained him to see the
practice of medical men to discharge immigrants from
injustices to which the Indentured Indians were subjected. In
treatment before they are completely cured.” (Paras 7-8).
a damning overall assessment, he wrote that the Indentured
A frequent cause of complaint by the Indentured Indians
Indians were “often reduced to a position which, in some
was want of water, “either of proper quality or in sufficient
respects, is not far removed from slavery. The most trifling
supply. And this in dry seasons… becomes a cruel hardship”.
offences too often subject them to loss of wages and exorbitant
(Para. 73.) Additionally, “I have repeatedly seen the people
fines, or the alternative of certain punishment in gaol, and they obliged, after their day’s work in the field, to go more than a
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mile for water, which, even when procured, was putrid in smell
and disgusting to the taste.” (Para. 73).
Injustices against the Indentured Indians were widespread:
“Of the great numbers of immigrants who are weakly
committed to gaol for breaches of contract, a very considerable
proportion are convicted of neglect to do what they were
physically incapable of doing… I know that a sense of the
injustice of such convictions is a very potent cause of the
prevailing discontent among” the Indentured Indians. (Para.
9).
A manager in one estate “was proved before me to have
knocked down a Coolie immigrant and to have kicked him
repeatedly while on the ground, causing bruises about his chest
and other parts of his body.” (Para. 45). An Indentured Indian
“rarely wins a case against his estate, either civil or criminal,
either as prosecutor, plaintiff or defendant.” (Para. 86).
Injustices were glaring: “The magistrate sits as a rule only
once a week at each police station. From the knowledge of
this the expedient was adopted of sending the prisoners to the
lock-ups the day after the court, in order to ensure their being
at the least a week in confinement, ‘remands’ being provided
from brother managers who were also justices of the peace.”
(Para. 34).
Des Voeux provided this sobering overall assessment of the
treatment of Indentured Indians in British Guiana: “The lot of
the immigrants in British Guiana has not been an easy one.”
(Para. 113). “Many die prematurely, and penniless.” (Para. 121).
Dear Reader, this was the fate of the Indentured Indian in
British Guiana in the 19th and 20th centuries. In the words of
Des Voeux, they were “often reduced to a position which, in
some respects, is not far removed from slavery”.
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Life is precious: Why we must be kind to each other, & stay in touch
By Dhanpaul Narine
met Thakur today. But the story begins with his brother,
Tribeni. In 1962, I was plucked from Philadelphia Scots
School and taken to Saraswat High School. The school
was at DeKinderen, on the West
Coast of Demerara, Guyana. My
father said, “I have spoken to Mr
Nathoo and he will take you.” I didn’t
know what he meant. The following
day it became clear. I had left one
school for another. I was now a small
fish in a big ocean.
Saraswat was different. It was
quiet, whereas Scots School was
rumbustious and unruly. When we
ascended Saraswat’s upper floor,
everyone was deep into a book. Mr
Nathoo waved like an emperor at the
next successful class, and Mohamed
Thakur Ram
Kazim Yusuf barely lifted an eyelid
as we walked pass him. Kazim would go on to pass seven
subjects at the GCE O’ Levels in one sitting. My father said that
Saraswat was the place for me; it would “calm me down and
take away the wildness from my head”.
My first bench-mate was Tribeni Ram. He was stocky,
well-built, and friendly. Tribeni had something else. His
penmanship was impressive for someone so young. The
letters were well-formed, and he caressed the lines into perfect
unison. “I must write like that,” I said to myself. But I couldn’t,
no matter how hard I tried. Tribeni smiled and told me to keep
practising.
He was also quick on the uptake. When we were asked
to make sentences with words that sounded the same, but
have different meanings, Tribeni stood up and said, “The girl
that pretended to be great, had to grate cassava.” The teacher
complimented him.
I was next, but my ten-year old brain could not think of
anything to say, and another student was called.
I learned many things from, and about, Tribeni. He liked a
fellow student, Carmen Maslamony from Vergenoegen. Her
father drove a hire car. When he purchased a new Ford car,
Carmen made sure we all knew about it, and so did Tribeni.
Over the next few months, I watched Tribeni excel in

I

academia; he was also a pugnacious left-handed batsman that
was called for schoolboy trials in Georgetown. When he got
there, it was found that he was over the age limit by a day! He
was shattered and became bitter with life.
Tribeni passed in six subjects at the O’Levels, and
I was happy for him. One day, out of the blue, he said
he was not only leaving Saraswat, but the country. He
was going to England to study accountancy.
Tribeni left, and I never saw him again. But I
always remembered him fondly as a bright and caring
young man.
In the ensuing years, Saraswat expanded, and two
more buildings had to be added. The middle building
was pleasant and airy with three classrooms. The first
class was packed to capacity, but there was a space
in my bench for another student. One morning, a
young man with a ready smile,
and a friendly disposition was
assigned to sit next to me.
I learned that he was from
Anna Catherina, and that he
was Thakur Ram. I thought
little about it until he said his
brother was at Saraswat, and
had left for England.
His brother was Tribeni
Ram. I could not believe my
good luck. I sat in the middle,
with Thakur on one side, and
Roopchand Bhagwat, on the
Tribeni Ram
other. It was my best years at
Saraswat. We became more like brothers, than friends.
I did find out about Tribeni, and was told that he was doing
well in England. As much as we tried, the three of us could not
match Tribeni’s brilliance: in academia, or sports. We passed a
few unrecognised subjects in the GCE, and went our separate
ways after our tenure at Saraswat High came to an end.
The years flew. One day, I received a call. It was from
Thakur. How was Tribeni, I asked? There was a pause.
“Tribeni died two months ago,” Thakur said.
I was shocked. I was leaving for London in a few days.
Could I speak to someone there? “Yes,” said Thakur, ‘You could
speak to his wife.” I called her when I reached London.

“Tribeni was an exceptional person,” she said, adding, “I
will truly miss him. We didn’t have children. We lived for each
other.” I told her about my childhood experiences with him at
Saraswat, and she was pleased to hear about them.
“He always loved cricket, you know,” she said. “He thought
that he could have done well, if he were given the chance. He
made friends with Rohan Kanhai, and Clive Lloyd, and they
would meet up and have conversations. He loved to listen to
their stories.”
I smiled. This was the Tribeni I knew: pleasant and sociable.
Four months passed. I was in New York when the phone rang.
It was Thakur. I told him about my conversation with Tribeni’s
wife, and promised to get in touch with her when I was in
London again. “There is no need to do that,” he said. “She died
two weeks ago.”
Yet another shocker. It led me to think of many different
things, the foremost of which was that we needed to be kind to
each other, and to stay in touch.
I looked to the heavens and promised to meet with Thakur,
my link from the 1960s, that repository of priceless memories.
Today, I called Thakur. “I don’t care what you are doing, I
am coming over,” I said. The doorbell rang. I walked up the
stairs and my childhood friend, my dost, the guy whom they
nicknamed ‘James Bond’ was in front of me.
Emotions ran amok. Then we settled down and he spoke.
I listened as Thakur explained what his cancer was, and how
his body was struggling to cope. He showed me a bunch of
medical papers with words that I didn’t want to see. We then
looked at family pictures on the wall. Thakur was with his wife
and two sons.
“One of my sons died at age 23,” he said. “It was lymphoma.
The most difficult thing of all was to watch him go, and being
unable to do anything about it.”
But he is grateful for God’s mercies. His other son has given
him two grandchildren, and his wife, Leela, is very supportive.
We spent three hours chatting about practically everything,
and watched Sri Lanka beat India in a T20 game.
It was getting late and I was about to leave. Thakur turned
to me. I could see he wanted to say something. He was having
difficulty forming the words.
After an eternity he spoke: “When the time comes,” he said
softly, “I would like you to do the eulogy. You know me more
than anyone else.”
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AUTHORS’ CORNER

Bocas Lit Fest puts youths on centre stage

I

n a move to harness the affinity students and young adults especially those in under-served communities.”
have for screens, the Bocas Lit Fest team has now added
The event begins tomorrow afternoon with a Bocas staple,
the NGC Bocas Youth Fest as a sister event to its festival
which is the Stand and Deliver open mic session. This will be
suite. The first event is set to begin tomorrow, and will see
led by Derron Sandy, and feature participants of a free spoken
the rollout of content created by, and
word masterclass. One of the participants
for, younger audiences aged 13 to 30. It
is under 12 years of age, the Trinidad
will be livestreamed on Facebook and
Express noted.
YouTube, the Trinidad Express reported
The rest of the afternoon will be spent
last week.
with author interviews, readings, and
The idea for the sister Bocas event
debates. A special Author Access Pass
came following the ongoing pandemic
event will allow Caribbean Secondary
restrictions that have seen students and
Education Certificate literature students
young adults turn more and more to
to interact with Jamaica’s Poet Laureate,
screens for support, education, and for
the prize-winning novelist, poet, and
entertainment.
short story writer, Olive Senior.
“With pandemic restrictions already
Young Caribbean readers and writers
driving students and young adults
will also get to know Sarah Dass, whose
to their screens for education and
recently published YA romance Where
entertainment for the past 18 months,
the Rhythm Takes You is set in Tobago,
the Bocas team wants to harness this
and has an accompanying playlist of soca
online opportunity and create a space
music.
Sara Dass
just for youth in the Caribbean literary
Concluding the literary line-up
community,” the group said.
are two Instagram bloggers, aka
What the Bocas team has done is to
‘bookstagrammers’, Apphia Barton
harness the online opportunity opened
and Saajid Hosein. They will both be
up due to Covid-19 restrictions to create
combining social media and literary
a space just for youth in the Caribbean
reviews to reach a wider circle of young
literary community.
book enthusiasts.
National Gas Company is the title
Passionate young speakers from
sponsor of the main annual Bocas
different interest groups and sectors
Lit Fest, which is the largest literary
will also face off in a dynamic debate to
event in the Caribbean.The company
look at issues surrounding the future of
is also responsible for the Youth Fest,
Trinidad and Tobago. This event will be
and is quite keen to see it grow into
moderated by journalist Ardene Sirjoo.
a developmental and creative hub for
The program ends with the launch
young readers and writers.
of the NGC Bocas Youth Writer of the
NGC president, Mark Loquan last
Year Award, the first inter-genre writing
week explained what the vision was for
award celebrating young people who
Olive Senior
the youth-led festival, saying, “The NGC
are making an impact with their writing
Bocas Youth Fest represents a novel approach to engaging
across multiple media – social media, blogs, printed press, and
young people in the literary arts. Not only does this first-of-its- short stories.
kind festival seek to bridge the divide between the curriculum
View the full program here. Viewers of all ages can also
and real-world applications of the literary arts, but it aims to
tune in tomorrow to the livestream on Bocas’ Facebook page,
strengthen creative and linguistic capacity among our students, or on its YouTube page.

T

he college attracted students from all over the
world. Norma came from a small village in Europe
and Ken grew up on the mountainside of Nepal.
Norma attended college, courtesy of a scholarship from her
government, while Ken’s farming family came together with
the help of the community to pay for his schooling abroad. She
attended medical school while he studied religion and creative
arts.
Norma’s heart skipped a beat when Ken walked into the
school’s library and took a seat across from her. Ken flashed
her a charming smile. The glossy coarse strands of his thick
black hair cascaded past his shoulders.
The two teens were instantly
smitten with each other. While they
pretended to focus on their study
material, split-second glances shot
electrical pulses through their hearts.
Norma’s eyebrows knitted when Ken
ripped a page out of his notebook and
slid it over to her. She picked it up and
gasped at his pencil artwork of her. His
glances had absorbed enough specifics
to capture every detail. He amazed her
with his depiction of her chain and
garnet-studded angel pendant and the matching earrings.
Her gaze moved down the paper to the words written at the
bottom that told her birth month and her zodiac sign with its
characteristics. She dropped the paper and hid her trembling
hands on her lap below the desk. In a matter of moments,
Ken had written an account of her personality traits without
a word spoken. His eyes pierced hers and gave her an instant
headache.
A rush of blood warmed Norma’s cheeks. She had to get
away from the discomfort and embarrassment at the hands of
the handsome stranger sitting across from her. A fleeting glint
in his eyes drove fear into her heart. She hurriedly snatched
up her belongings and sprang up, sending the chair backward
with a scraping sound. Immediate escape required a hasty exit
on long strides with papers clutched under one arm, and her
empty backpack hanging from one shoulder.
Norma spent the night tossing around in bed. She rolled
into a ball and stuck her head under her pillow when the
street light outside her shared apartment window created
images of men leaning through solid brick walls into her
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Diaspora Must Reads
Before Windrush: West Indians in
Britain — Asher & Martin Hoyles

W

est Indians have been entering Britain for over
300 years, so the arrival of around 500 Caribbean
passengers on the Empire Windrush in 1948 was
not new. This book records 28 early West Indian immigrants,
such as Norman Manley, Learie Constantine, Una Marson
and C.L.R. James, but also less well-known figures like
the model Fanny Eaton, nurse Annie Brewster, footballer
Andrew Watson, and airman Billy Strachan. Their stories are
interspersed with Asher’s
passionate poems.
Asher Hoyles works
as a Learning Support
Practitioner at NewVic
Sixth Form College in East
London. She has a BA in
Education & Community
Studies from the
University of East London,
is a qualified teacher
and has a Postgraduate
Certificate in Dyslexia
from University College
London.
For over 25 years Asher
has been writing poetry,
which she has performed in many venues around the UK. She
has run poetry workshops in schools, colleges and prisons,
and at Clean Break Theatre Company in Kentish Town. Asher
is the author of Raise Up the Low, Bring Down the Mighty:
Performance Poetry (Hansib, 2018), and co-authored Dyslexia
from a Cultural Perspective (Hansib, 2007).
Martin Hoyles taught English and drama for ten years
in Newham schools – grammar, secondary modern and
comprehensive. Then for over 30 years he was a senior
lecturer at the University of East London in the departments
of Education, Cultural Studies, and Communication Studies.
He has written books on the history of gardening, childhood,
and literacy, as well as more recently with Asher on mixed-race
achievement, black performance poetry, and dyslexia. His most
recent book is Ira Aldridge: Famous Speeches (Hansib, 2019).

The Supernatural
IN S IDIOUS
room. They stared at her and listened with creepy smiles on
their faces. The lingering migraine added to her misery and
made her nauseous. She prayed for sunrise, glancing every
minute at the painstakingly slow crawling time on the clock
at her bedside. With a bladder ready to explode, she lifted her
pillow and perked up her hearing for sounds of fellow students
renting the other three rooms in the
apartment. She needed company to
get out of bed and scamper out of the
room to the shared bathroom, but
gritted her teeth and tried to ignore
the excruciating agony when silence
greeted her.
At the crack of dawn, Norma
scrambled out of bed. She rushed to
the bathroom but heard the shower
and exhaust fan, and saw the light
under the door.
After five minutes of no sounds of movement, Norma
gently turned the doorknob and peeked inside. It was empty.
She scurried into the mist created by the extremely hot water
spraying out of the showerhead. She slammed the door shut
behind her and quickly turned the shower off before sitting
on the toilet with a sigh of relief from her discomfort. During
a glance around, words scribbled on the steamy surface of the
bathroom mirror grabbed her attention. The words, ‘Help
me’ sent a chill down Norma’s spine. Someone was in worse
trouble than her.
Norma turned the latch to lock the bathroom door before
taking a quick shower, keeping alert for anything out of the
ordinary. After the shower, she tiptoed to her room and got
ready for classes. She stuffed her laptop and books into her
backpack and reached for her cell phone when her heart sank.
Her cell phone was missing. She retraced her route and asked
the library staff if anyone had turned her phone in. No one
did.
She struggled to stay focused on her first classes. During
the first morning break, with a sigh of despair, Norma sat in

Kamil
Ali

the cafeteria and hoped that
her run of tension would
soon come to an end when Mr Handsome entered and walked
toward her with her cell phone in his hand.
“Good Morning.” He smiled at her. “You forgot this
yesterday.” He gave her the phone and sat in front of her.
“Thank you.” She took the phone and checked the battery.
He had charged it overnight. “What’s your name?” The sun
through the skylight over the cafeteria lit their location and
emboldened her.
“Ken.” His Adam’s apple bobbed up and down. “And you
are…?”
“Norma.” She kept her hands under the table and ignored
his attempt at a handshake.
“Nice to meet you, Norma.” He waved and let his hand drop
onto the table but never showed disappointment at her refusal
to acknowledge his attempt at body contact.
“Who wrote on the bathroom mirror?” Norma tested his
psychic abilities.
“You have two other personalities residing in your body.”
His words shocked her. “You recognised my gift. The second
one feared exposure and caused you to run away.”
“The words on the mirror…” Norma did not have to say
anymore.
“Your third personality.” Ken paused before completing
his thought. “The most dangerous and the one fighting for
dominance.”
“And the nightmares.” Norma shivered from a sudden chill.
“Can you help me, Ken?”
Norma and Ken worked together to exorcise her other two
personalities that her mind had created during her childhood
when civil disturbance had left her an orphan to deal with life
on the street before she doggedly fought to give herself a high
school education and qualify for a scholarship.
After graduation, the young couple got married and
returned to Nepal, where Ken became a leader in the
community, and Norma opened a clinic to help orphaned
children.
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Govt may end up in court over Covid-19 open-pyre ban on cremations
Port-of-Spain – The government of Trinidad and
Tobago is likely headed to court if the Health Ministry
does not lift the ban on open-pyre cremations for Covid19 victims, the Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha’s legal
adviser Dinesh Rambally has said.
Rambally made the revelation following a 90-minute
meeting on July 12 between the SDMS and its stakeholders with representatives of the Health Ministry. The meeting did not result in any immediate change to the existing
ban on open-pyre cremations.
Said Rambally: “The SDMS will approach the court
if no quick and favourable response is forthcoming. We
are thankful for the opportunity to consult. We are very
disappointed… despite almost four weeks that they still
have not provided us with any scientific basis for the
prohibition.”
CMO Dr Roshan Parasram did not attend the meeting,
but the ministry was represented by officials including Dr
Saed Rahman, and Dr Neil Rampersad.
The SDMS was represented by Rambally, Kiel An open-air pyre in south Trinidad;
Taklalsingh, Stefan Ramkissoon, Ratna Capildeo, and inset, the late Silochan Ramsaroop, with
daughter Cindy-Ann
Kavita Moonasar.
Also in attendance was SDMS Secretary General Vijay mission to the daughter of a Covid-19 patient who sought an
Maharaj, other SDMS officials, and Pandit Ishwar Maharaj of order that would allow her to cremate her father in an open-air
SWAHA Incorporated.
pyre cremation. According to the daughter, cremation at the
Rambally said an urgent response is needed from the min- Waterloo site was a request from her dying father.
istry to determine the way forward, and it “is an issue which
In decision delivered on Friday, Justice of Appeal Malcolm
affects the collective conscience of the Hindu community”.
Holdip denied Cindy-Ann Ramsaroop-Persad’s application to
He said they asked for a timeframe, and as to when they will challenge the Ministry of Health’s guidelines for funeral agennext hear from the Health Ministry, but none was provided.
cies that bans open-air pyre cremations for patients who have
Rambally said during the consultation, the SDMS repeatedly died from Covid-19.
called on the ministry to provide the scientific evidence and/or
Ramsaroop-Persad had also asked for an order directing the
basis upon which the ministry relies to continue the prohibition Commissioner of Police to grant her a permit to allow her to
of open-pyre cremations. However, the information was not cremate her father in an open-air pyre cremation. This too was
provided despite the SDMS’ previous correspondences request- denied since her father was cremated in a closed-cremation seting same.
ting on August 10.
“The SDMS has asked that the deliberations by the comHoldip agreed to her application for her appeal to be deemed
mittee and the Ministry of Health be expedited, as Hindus and fit for urgent and expedited hearing. It will be heard as a subother persons desirous of final rites by way of cremation are stantive appeal on November 22.
being disadvantaged with inordinate and unnecessary costs
Ramsaroop-Persad’s judicial review and constitutional claim
associated with the indoor crematorium,” said Rambally.
will also come up for hearing in November, before Justice
Meanwhile, on Friday an Appeal Court judge refused per- Avason Quinlan-Williams.

On August 3, Quinlan-Williams granted Ramsaroop-Persad
permission to challenge the ban on open-air pyre cremations.
Ramsaroop-Persad’s father, Silochan, 77, died at the Couva
Hospital and Multi Training Facility on July 25. His death certificate said he died of Covid-19 pneumonia, Covid-19 infection, hypertension, and Type II diabetes.
The police initially gave the family a permit for his final
rites at the Waterloo, central Trinidad site, but this was later
rescinded. The family was told it had to be revoked because of
the ban on open-air pyre cremations for Covid-19
deaths. Open-air pyre cremations are allowed for
those who did not die from Covid-19.
The judge did not grant Ramsaroop-Persad’s
application for interim relief – to direct the
Commissioner of Police to issue a cremation permit in 24 hours, so the family could have an openair pyre cremation.
In support of her lawsuit, Ramsaroop-Persad
said her father, a religious man, wanted to be cremated at Waterloo, and his dying wish was for the
rituals for Hindu cremations when he died. She
said she assured him she would see his wish was
honoured.
In the lawsuit, Ramsroop-Persad is claiming there appeared
to be a blanket prohibition against open-air pyre funerals.
“The unfair and discriminatory effect of this ban is obvious
as Hindus cannot cremate their dead in accordance with their
religious belief and practice,” the lawsuit said.
She is also alleging that her constitutional rights are being
breached by the prohibition, which she also alleges is arbitrary,
irrational, and unfair. Her lawsuit says the measure disproportionately affects the Indian and Hindu community.
Ramsaroop-Persad is represented by attorneys Anand
Ramlogan, SC; Jayanti Lutchmedial; Vishaal Siewsaran; Renuka
Rambhajan; Natasha Bisram, and Cheyenne Lugo. The State is
represented by Senior Counsel Fyard Hosein and Rishi Dass.
Ramsaroop-Persad’s claim includes an expert opinion by
Dr Farley Cleghorn, a Trinidadian epidemiologist based in
Washington, DC, who believes the risks from handling the bodies of Covid19 cases after death “are vanishingly low”.
Cleghorn said elsewhere in the world, including India, openpyre cremations were not banned.
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Deadly Delta variant arrives in T&T

Port-of-Spain – The dreaded and highly transmissible Delta
variant of the Covid-19 coronavirus landed earlier this month
in Trinidad and Tobago, arriving via the Piarco International
Airport on board two unvaccinated returning nationals.
Both nationals were quarantined as per entry protocols
for unvaccinated arrivals, Chief Medical Officer Dr Roshan
Parasram said. He also advised nationals fearful of the virulent
Delta strain to not panic.
According to Parasram, the two persons who tested positive
are undergoing stringent testing before being discharged from
quarantine. He also reiterated the call to nationals that the best
form of protection against the Covid-19 infection is vaccination.
According to Trinidad and Tobago’s Health Ministry, the first
patient carrying the Delta variant was a returned national who
travelled to Trinidad and Tobago from the US , while the second
patient, another national, recently returned to Trinidad from
Mexico but transited through Panama and Guyana.
The Health Ministry stated that as per existing arrival protocols, both nationals provided negative PCR tests, which were
taken 72 hours prior to touchdown. However, according to the
government’s protocol, all unvaccinated persons are required to

CAL exceeding safety measures
Port-of-Spain – Caribbean Airlines is meeting and surpassing global benchmarks for passengers safety, the airline said last
week. It also reported that none of its flight crews has required
quarantine since Trinidad and Tobago’s borders reopened on
July 17.
Also, according to CAL’s corporate communications manager, Dionne Ligoure, no crew members were quarantined from
the two flights that returned two nationals to Trinidad and
Tobago, and who later tested positive for the Delta variant of the
Covid-19 coronavirus.
Ligoure replied in the negative via email to media queries on
whether CAL crew members have been required to be quarantine since the borders restrictions were lifted.
She also indicated that the safety protocols used on CAL
flights are meeting, and are surpassing, global benchmarks for
passenger safety.
Said Ligoure: “For [all] flights, Caribbean Airlines has strict
sanitisation and safety protocols in place which surpasses
international standards. Additionally, Caribbean Airlines went
through a comprehensive exercise, and we are the first airline
in the Caribbean to obtain Platinum Status from the Airline
Passenger Experience Association and Simplifying.”
She added both programmes ensure that airlines surpass
even governmental requirements for safety.
Meanwhile, CAL indicated that its flights to Orlando and St
Lucia have been restarted as of August 16. The airline is now
flying to two of its popular destinations: Orlando, Florida, and
St Lucia. The flights are non-stop, and originate in Trinidad.
Said CAL: “Flights to both Orlando and St Lucia will operate
twice weekly, every Monday and Friday, with same-day return
services. The Orlando flight will complement the airline’s current four times weekly schedule to Miami, offering customers
more options to South Florida, and will be available for sale for
the rest of Summer and straight through the Christmas peak
season.”

quarantine upon arrival.
Consequently, since they were unvaccinated, both nationals
were immediately placed in State-supervised quarantine, the
ministry said. As per procedure while in quarantine, tests seven
days later indicated they were Covid-positive with the Delta
variant.
Both nationals were subsequently transferred and isolated in
a State step-down facility.
According to the ministry, the presence of the Delta variant
was confirmed via gene sequencing at the laboratory of the
Faculty of Medical Sciences, The University of the West Indies.
This facility has been testing Covid-19-positive samples from
Trinidad and Tobago and other Caricom member States since
September 2020.
Parasram told the media all protocols are in place to treat the
Delta variant. Also, that the mandatory wearing of masks on
flights is meant to minimise the risk of transmission of Covid19 onboard an aircraft.
He also revealed that more stringent testing would be
deployed to ensure both carriers of the Delta variant are no
longer positive before a decision is made to release them from

Govt shifts gears to inoculate schoolkids

Port-of-Spain – The government of Trinidad and Tobago
last week moved to encourage the parents and guardians to
allow schoolkids to be inoculated against Covid-19 with the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.
The call was made last week by Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley, Principal Medical Officer Dr Maryam AbdoolRichards, Chief Medical Officer, Dr Roshan Parasram, and
Health Minster Terrence Deyalsingh.
According to AbdoolRichards, Covid-19 cases
involving children are now on
the rise, which is why the government and health officials
have started making the appeal
for school kids to be inoculated. As Abdool-Richards
noted, last week three children
were among the 49 severely ill
patients housed in the parallel
health care system.
“We have had a slight uptick
in the number of the paediatric cases especially in the
Abdool-Richards
South West [Regional Health
Authority], which covers San Fernando and the southern
region. And there are currently three severely ill children that
are hospitalised as confirmed Covid-19 positive cases. This
is a new development that we have noticed,” she revealed last
Saturday.
Abdool-Richards added that samples for genotyping testing
were taken to determine if the virus the children had was the
original, or a variant of the coronavirus.
The growing incidence of children being infected comes as
the government began its push to get secondary school-aged
children back in schools by the start of the new school year in
September.
Rowley said one of his biggest concerns was allowing children to return to school. If secondary school were to open,
then Forms five and six students would return first, followed by
forms two, three, and four, he said.
Additionally, the government’s first priority was to vaccinate
secondary school-aged children, whether they attended school

UNC calls on govt to deal with climbing food prices

Port-of-Spain – The UNC has called on the government to the air and surrendered to what is taking place, and if it is he
find a solution to the rising prices for food.
does not know how to address this situation, then he can do the
The call was made earlier this week by Couva North MP Ravi honourable thing and step aside, and let someone else take up
Ratiram, and was directed at Agriculture Minister
that responsibility,” Ratiram said.
Clarence Rambharat.
He said citizens have been undergoing severe
Ratiram said the price of food, animal feed, and
hardships brought on by the increases in the cost
fresh produce have been steadily increasing over
of living, and Rambharat cannot continue to ignore
the past two years.
these hardships.
“This increase is not one which happened overMeanwhile, Couva South MP Rudranath
night. This has been happening from 2020 to now,
Indarsingh asked Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
and 2019 to now. We see the prices have been
and Finance Minister Colm Imbert whether
increasing for some time,” he said.
the government can afford to give public sector
Ratiram noted he has raised the issue several
employees wage increases. He said many public
times in the first three months of the year, and has
servants are still receiving 2013 salaries, and were
continuously called on the government to idenhaving difficulties coping with the increased cost
Ravi Ratiram
tify strategies or solutions to prevent further price
of living.
increases.
He also questioned whether the Government has instituted a
“However, from then to now… Rambharat has failed to iden- wage freeze policy, or whether it cannot afford to settle negotiatify any plan. It seems as though he has thrown his hands up in tions and increase salaries.
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Dr Roshan Parasram
quarantine.
Said Parasram: “… [The] discharge criteria for the Delta variant includes the existing clinical criteria, plus the attainment of
two negative PCR tests at least 24 hours apart.”

or not. Reopening primary and nursery schools was not yet a
consideration, he noted.
Rowley also reiterated that Pfizer was the only brand of
Covid-19 vaccine authorised by the World Health Organisation
for children ages 12 to 18. Last week Trinidad and Tobago
received a donation of 305,000 doses of the vaccine from the US.
“Today I want to appeal to all parents, guardians, cousins,
loved ones and friends: let us as a people do everything that we
have to do to protect our children who should be in school
some time soon," said Rowley.
He added, “I am hoping,
and I’m trusting that the vast
majority of the parents in
Trinidad and Tobago in 2021 in
the Covid-19 pandemic, while
your children are healthy, and
while your government has got
the vaccines to protect your
children, that you would listen
to the health department and
protect your children as we
have done for decades.”
Keith Rowley
Rowley also asked the ministries of health and education to review the vaccination programme after its rollout this week. As he indicated, the government wanted a “significant portion” of the school population to
be vaccinated. However, there was no target number that would
indicate whether or not schools would be allowed to open.
However, Parasram said the objective was to ideally have 100
percent of schoolkids vaccinated.
He added, “We know that is not a practical and reasonable
thing to expect, but we want the majority of the population to
be vaccinated. Because of the way children interact, and because
of the environment itself, there is a higher risk of spread from
one person to the next.”
Parasram said the more children were vaccinated, the sooner
schools would reopen regardless of the epidemiological situation. However, if the number of vaccinated adolescents was low,
school reopening would have to wait until the country’s epidemiological situation improved.
Rowley added, “If we don’t get the population vaccinated to
that level for that decision to be made, then what we are choosing is children not going to school.”
Deyalsingh stressed that vaccination of children from birth
had been the standard practice for decades in Trinidad and
Tobago. However, the Covid-19 vaccine was for adolescents,
not babies. He said the ministries of health and education, along
with UNICEF, will be doing vaccine sensitisation for parents.
“Let’s not find every excuse in the book not to protect our
children,” he said.
Rowley also expressed disappointment that so many in various sectors remained unvaccinated despite vaccine availability.
He said the country had 1,688,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines
with 804,000 used so far. Among the low vaccinated number
are 50 percent of nurses, 20 percent of prisoners, 35 percent of
prisons officers, 25 percent of the Defence Force, and 43 percent
of the police.
“For those who have a problem with the vaccination response
as the option that the State is advancing, the option that they are
asking you to follow is to stand and wait and see if you will be
selected by a deadly virus – a virus that has already killed four
million people [globally]. That is the option they are offering
you.”
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

Nutan left her stamp on cinema & the world

N

utan Samarth was born on June 4, 1936, to actress
mother, Shobhana (née Saroj P. Shilotri) and Director
Kumarsen Samarth. Her aunt, Nalini Jaywant
(Shobhana’s maternal cousin), was a popular actress.
An individualistic person and a thinking actress, Nutan
was dismissed as gawky and ugly in her childhood. But the
ugly duckling, who was all arms and legs, grew into a beauty.
Her sensitive face, with its angles and planes, was said to be
a photographer’s delight. She was
crowned Miss India in 1951, and
went on to become one of the few
actresses bold enough to wear a
bikini, which she did in 1958 in Dilli
Ka Thug.
Nutan had essayed a small role
as a child artiste in the mid-40s Nal
Damayanti. But her actress mother
was surprised when Chandulal
Shah offered to cast her adolescent
daughter opposite stars like Raj
Kapoor and Dilip Kumar in his next
film.
Shobhana finally detected that
special, lit-up quality in her 14-yearold daughter’s eyes. Chandulal
Shah’s offer fell through, and
Shobhana Samarth launched Nutan
as an artiste in the aptly-named
film, Hamari Beti (1950).
The film didn’t make Nutan a
star, but the very next year, the
success of Nagina and Hum Log
ensured middle-level stardom
for Nutan. Nagina was an
adults-only film; Nutan was not
allowed to watch her own film,
as she was still underage!
Shortly after the
completion of Hamari Beti,
she was enrolled in La
Chatelaine, a finishing
school in Switzerland.
On her return, she
acted in three more
movies before making
a breakthrough in
Seema in 1955, where
she played the role
of a delinquent in
a reform home. It
was a powerhouse
performance
Post
that won her the
age
stam
Filmfare Award for Best
p ho
nour
ing N
Actress, and established her as a star
utan
in her own right.
Nutan

Nutan managed to capture the tumultuous emotions of the
woman prisoner without giving way to high-voltage theatrics
and rhetoric. With grace, dignity, and an eerie calmness, she
seared the silver screen with an entire gamut of emotions in
the scene where she commits the murder.
Bandini rightfully fetched her another Filmfare award.
Nutan worked with almost all the top heroes of her era,
beginning from Dev Anand, Raj Kapoor, Balraj Sahni, Sunil
Dutt, Ashok Kumar, Dharmendra,
Dilip Kumar, Rajinder Kumar, and
Kishore Kumar.
She proved to be a perfect foil
for the eccentric genius Kishore
Kumar, and the suave Dev Anand.
Contrary to the serene image
that she projected, Nutan was
quite a firebrand. Not only did
she don that norm-shattering
swimsuit in Dilli Ka Thug, she
dragged her mother to court for
misappropriation of funds, and
reportedly slapped Sanjeev Kumar
for allegedly making a pass at her!
And of course, winning the
Miss India title called for beauty
combined with courage.
Nutan had the most piercing
screen eyes of any actress in a filmland that consists of woman of
piercing eyes. The only other Hindi
actress who could hold a torch to
Nutan’s soul- searing gaze was her
contemporary Suchitra Sen.
Nutan’s career spanned over 30
years, during which she appeared in
over 100 films, winning five Filmfare
(Indian Oscars) Best Actress awards for
movies Seema, Sujata, Bandini, Milan,
and Main Tulsi tere Aangan Ki.
In addition, Nutan was also awarded
the Padma Shri, which is the fourthhighest civilian honour of India, by the
Government of India in 1974.
Right through the 196s and 1970s, Nutan
continued to wow audiences with films like
Milan in 1967, Saraswatichandra in 1968,
Saudagar in 1973, Saajan Bina Suhagan in
1978, Kasturi in 1978, and award winning
performance in Raj Khosla’s Main Tulsi Tere
Aangan Ki in 1978.
Gradually, she began being saddled with
mundane mother roles, where she excelled in films
like Meri Jung in 1985, and Naamand Karma in
1986.
Nutan was hardly offered challenging roles in
the later years of her career. However, she continued
As an actress Nutan could convey more through a
to keep herself busy with her bhajan singing (she was
single glance or a fleeting look than most could with lengthy
blessed with a fine voice, and did her own playback in
dialogue. And her forte was not just melodramatic tear jerkers
Chabili, 1960), and her dairy farming.
in which she came out tops with her restrained and dignified
She passed away on February 21, 1991 at the age of 54,
performance, but also lighthearted, urbane romantic comedies.
succumbing to cancer. Two of her
Whether it was the lighthearted Paying Guest (1957),
movies, Naseebwala and Insaniyat
or Dilli ka Thug (1958), where she
were released after her death in 1992
performed with a
and 1994, respectively.
frothy uninhibitedness
With her death, Indian cinema
comparable only to
lost one of its most sensitive
Madhubala, or Bimal
performers ever.
Roy’s classic Sujata
India’s Minister of State for
(1959), which brought
Communication and Information
out the best in her as an
Technology released a postage
artiste, Nutan was always
stamp bearing her photo to
matchless.
honour her in 2011. And two
In 1959, the year in
decades later follow her death,
which she rode high with
on her 81st birthday, Google
hday
t
ir
hits like Sujata and Anadi,
commemorated her with a
b
t
s
81
Nutan's
g
Nutan married Naval
Doodle.
in
k
r
dle ma
Lieutenant Commander
In an interview with Cineplot, Nutan’s friend Gautam
's Doo
Google
Rajneesh Behl, and took a
Rajadhyaksha, the well-known photographer of Bollywood
small break when her son Mohnish was born.
tells Nutan’s story in her own words, as she had told him:
In 1963 she made a stinging comeback with two
“I got a lot very early in life. I feel I have achieved everything
diametrically different films – Navketan’s Tere Ghar ke Saamne, in the right time, but I have managed to maintain it a little
a refreshing romantic comedy, and Bimal Roy’s sombre
while longer than many. With actors or actresses, it’s a fade
Bandini, boasting of possibly her greatest ever performance,
out or a fade over to another category in 15 years time. I was a
and certainly one of the greatest performances of Indian
leading lady for over 30 years, and my transition was gradual
cinema.
and smooth. Yes. I do feel a sense of achievement. But the credit
Paired opposite Ashok Kumar, the film revolves around
doesn’t go entirely to me. Luck had a big hand in it. I must admit
a woman prisoner charged with murdering her lover’s wife.
I’ve had it easy, though.”
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Aarti’s betrayal breaks Rajkumar’s heart into pieces
as he sings ‘Sach hai duniyavalo ki hum hain anari’

Anari explores money, morality

By Sampada Sharma
ollywood Filmmakers of the 1950s era were heavily
focused on the rapidly increasing gap between the rich
and the poor. A recurring element that we see in many
of the films of that period is that a person’s economic standing
and moral values are often shown as inversely proportional – if
one goes down, the other goes up. This element of money and
morality becomes the main conflict of Hrishikesh Mukherjee’s
1959 film Anari.
Starring Raj Kapoor, Nutan, Lalita Pawar and Motilal,
Anari was the second directorial venture of famed filmmaker
Mukherjee, who was already an established editor in Hindi
movies at the time. Raj plays Rajkumar, an extension of
his character from Awara and Shree 420. He is lost in life,
unemployed, and disappointed with the unjust world that
favours the rich. Rajkumar loses a job at a restaurant because
he believes that patrons should not be eating food that has
bugs in it; his manager thinks otherwise.
When Raj luckily gets Rs1000 for painting a portrait, his
hands start shivering. The scene where he is caressing the
note and looking at it with wide eyes makes you appreciate his
humility, and when seconds later, he gives that bill to Nutan’s
character believing she needs it more than him, it tears you
up, just a little bit. Even though he hasn’t kept that money for
himself, he has a spring in his step because for the first time
after ages, he has gotten a chance to be kind towards someone
else. As he sings ‘Kisi ka dard mil sake to le udhaar, Jeena isi ka
naam hai’, it forces you to reevaluate your priorities in life.
Anari’s initial conflict starts off as a comedy of errors. As
Rajkumar, and Aarti, played by the charming Nutan, are falling
in love, she tells him about her struggle with poverty, which
could not be farther from the truth. Nutan’s Aarti is the niece
of a rich pharmaceutical businessman who happens to be
Rajkumar’s boss as well. When Raj finds out the truth, he feels
deceived and as he sings the lines ‘Sab kuch seekha humne, na
seekhi hoshiyari. Sach hai duniyavalo ki hum hain anari’ he
realises the extent of his naivete and his place in a world where
the rich can’t get enough of their schemes.
The film’s moral dilemma is strangely timely. Here, the
world is in the midst of a flu outbreak that could be deadly,
unless treated. So when Seth Ramnath’s (Motilal) company
decides to amp-up the production of the medicine, it is with
a hope that the disease will spread far and wide. These scenes
appear a bit tasteless, and not just because of their content, but
also because of their no-holds-barred approach in trying to
satanise the rich.
When Raj has to pay the price for Seth Ramnath’s immoral
actions, the film enters a familiar Mukherjee territory. Seth
Ramnath is the closest thing to the film’s villain here, so when
Aarti accuses him of being dishonest because of his financial
standing, he promptly says that it is not the money that has
changed his morality, but rather it’s his love for her that has
compromised his honesty. This scene is probably one of the
few from this era that offers a bit of nuance to the “rich have no
morals” generalistion frequently seen in films at the time.
Anari was one of the biggest hits of the year. It rests on Raj
Kapoor and Nutan’s shoulders. Raj, by this time, was quite
settled in playing such characters, so we don’t see anything
that we haven’t seen before. For Nutan, she brings in a sort of
freshness that elevates Anari. The performance of Motilal is to
be noted here because his character goes from white to black
to grey so swiftly that it is hard to put him in a box.
Anari was one of those musical hits where an entire album
can be enjoyed in one go, and 62 years later, it continues to
have the same effect. Apart from ‘Jeena Isi Ka Naam Hai’ and
‘Hum Hain Anari’, the other evergreen gems from the album
include ‘Woh Chand Khila Woh Tare Hanse’, ‘Dil Ki Nazar’,
‘Ban Ke Panchhi Gaaye Pyar Ka Tarana’, ‘Tera Jaana’ – all
musical masterpieces composed by Shankar Jaikishan, with
lyrics by Shailendra and Hasrat Jaipuri.
Anari does not work as effectively as it did six decades
ago. The film’s moral conundrum still raises some interesting
questions, but watching it in 2021, it all seems a little too
simplistic.
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Women in Aandhi: Powerful, yet overpowered

Departure

Jagjit Kaur

Jagjit Kaur sang in Khabhi Khabhi

P

15 Bollywood celebrities join voices for Hum Hindustani

S

ome of the biggest names in the Hindi
film industry have come together to
create a patriotic song, Hum Hindustani,
to celebrate Independence Day, which was
observed on August 15.
Hum Hindustani features the voices of
15 celebrities including Lata Mangeshkar,
Amitabh Bachchan, Padmini Kolhapure, Anil
Agarwal, Sonu Nigam, Kailash Kher, Alka
Yagnik, Shabbir Kumar, Shraddha Kapoor,
Sonakshi Sinha, Shruti Haasan, Tara Sutaria,
and Ankit Tiwari, who came together to sing a
song for the first time.
Speaking about the song, actor Padmini
Kolhapure says: “It gives me immense pleasure that my

son Priyaank, along with Paras Mehta, is
taking the Kolhapure music legacy forward
through Dhamaka Records with his first
track dedicated to all the frontline warriors
across the world in these most trying and
challenging times! All the legends from Ms
Lata Mangeshkar, to superstars like Amitabh
Bachchan and today’s gen-next super stars
have come forward to support the first track!
We are very excited for it.”
Hum Hindustani’s was helmed by music
director Dilshaad Shabbir Shaikh, with its
lyricist and composer Kashish Kumar, and
music arranged by Mohit Beatlab.
Click here to watch/listen to Hum Hindustani.

layback singer Jagjit Kaur passed away on August 15.
She was 93-years old, and had been hospitalised at
the Sujay Hospital. She was the wife of the legendary
composer, the late Mohammed Zahur Khayyam.
Rajesh Sharma, Khayyam’s former manager, performed her
last rites. Said Sharma: “She was not keeping well for the last 15
days. Her oxygen level had dropped, and her organs were also
giving up so we had to admit her to the hospital. She passed
away [on the morning of August 15].”
Sharma said he performed her last rites as his mentor
Khayyam had instructed.
“Khayyam saab was the one who brought me to Mumbai
in 1975. I owe everything I achieved today to him, and he had
told me, if anything happens to him I will have to take care of
Jagjitji, which I did,” Sharma said.
Bhajan singer Anup Jalota, composer Uttam Singh, and
other residents from the housing society attended her funeral.
Jagjit Kaur died in the same month that Khayyam passed
away, two years ago due to cardiac arrest.
Said Sharma: “They had lost their son in 2012, and after
Khayyam saab’s death, she lost interest in life, and was not
fighting to survive. Here in the hospital too, I could only see
tears running down her cheeks when she held my hand.”
Jagjit Kaur is best known for her song ‘Tum Apna Ranjo
Gham Apni Pareshani’, which she sang for Shagoon. She has 21
films to her credit, and but is remembered for performances in
Bazaar, Khabhi Kabhie, and Umrao Jaan.

RE/MAX Master Franchise makes initial entry into Guyana

P

opular Toronto Community Realtor Shiv Misir
along with two partners have just entered into
a Master Franchise with RE/MAX International to conduct real estate operations in Guyana. Of
the two partners, one – an established and successful
entrepreneur who resides in Guyana – is taking on
the responsibility of handling local operations for the
franchise.
Shiv’s dream of leveraging his vast real estate skills
into the service of his former homeland has long
been in the making. The dream was nurtured by his
love for the country as well as a desire to help in its
progress. Many years of introspection, and analysis of
varying factors as have provided Shiv with the comfort to finally proceed with this venture.
With over 33 years in real estate, Shiv’s experience includes 25-plus years working with RE/MAX
as a broker in the residential and commercial fields
in Canada. Living in Canada since leaving Guyana
40 years ago, he never lost touch with his homeland.
Throughout these years, he was a constant visitor to
the country, where he recognised the need for an organized, reputable real estate brand such as RE/MAX.
This need is highlighted by the fact that RE/MAX
currently operates in over 110 countries that include
those bordering Guyana, namely Brazil, Venezuela
and Suriname, each of which has a RE/MAX presence; Brazil alone has over 500 offices. Until now,
Guyana was the only South American country without a RE/MAX franchise.
The large Guyanese expatriate community in Canada and USA currently surpasses Guyana’s entire local
population. Many of these expatriates, recognising
the business and investment opportunities arising out
of the current oil boom, are seeking to return. With
the concomitant influx of international brand name
hotels, Fortune 500 regional head offices, investment
firms, etc., there will be many seeking to do business
and establish a footing in Guyana. Some others have
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thoughts of retiring in their former homeland, and
many, usually seeking the warmer destinations of
Florida, Mexico, etc., are now including Guyana as a
perfect destination for winter months.
At the local level, subdivisions, housing projects,
all commercial and residential real estate going up can
have through this franchise, an international network
through which to tag, access, and attract international
clientele into the country.
Possessing a wealth of natural resources, minerals,
forestry capabilities and agriculture, in addition to
oil and gas, Guyana also gets worldwide attention for
ecotourism and world-class waterfalls.
RE/MAX setting foot in the country thus offers multiple opportunities and benefits: helping in
resettlement of remigrants; providing an invaluable
connection network for locals; and increasing an
awareness of the country’s varied resources thereby
contributing to its economic development and the
raising of its international profile.
Thus Shiv’s debut as a RE/MAX franchisee in
Guyana is not only a first for the country, but timely
and very fitting.
In terms of timing, the Master
Franchise office will be established
by the end of September 2021 in
the capital city of Georgetown. In
the meantime there are opportunities opening for potential franchisees, or for buying and selling real
estate. To date, a number of people
have already expressed interest in
the opportunity to own a franchise.
With the expansion of housing into
suburban areas and in line with
government projection on future
development in the country, there
will be further opportunities in the expanding regions
to own franchises to meet the growing needs.

Shiv Misir - Canadian Partner of the
Remax Guyana Master Franchisee
To find out more, contact Shiv Misir at 416-275-7911, WhatsApp, or
email at smisir@rogers.com. In Guyana, contact Heeralall Narine at 592645-3423.
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Simmons puts spin on non-selection of Guyana’s Permaul

W

est Indies selectors maintained its status quo spin- pick him as well?”
ning team from the last few series for the two Tests
At the time Harper made his statement, he had suggested that
against Pakistan while opting to pass on Guyanese young Jayden Seales be handed a debut after picking up a match
player Veerasammy Permaul despite his recent bowling success. haul of 5-87 in a Best vs Best match.
Permaul’s left-arm orthodox spin turned him into a key wickFor the Pakistan matches, opener Kieran Powell earned a
et-taker in the recently concluded Best vs Best match. He has recall after scoring 95, and so did Shai Hope. Also, Shamarh
also delivered top performances over the years for the Guyana Brooks returned to the squad after scoring 134 in the Best vs
Jaguars in the Regional First-Class competition.
Best match.
Bowling alongside Permaul in the Best vs Best match was anSaid Simmons: “I think sometimes we look at it and someone
other left-arm spinner, Jomel Warrican. While
has done well in the game – yes understood; but
Permaul excelled with the ball by picking up
sometimes we look at it, and say maybe, look
7-107, Warrican went wicketless for his 24 overs,
this is the best squad we can select now for the
and still was included in the 17-man squad facgame, so that’s how we look at it.”
ing Pakistan.
Permaul has played a mere six Tests since his
Also getting the go-ahead on the squad were
2012 debut against Bangladesh in Dhaka, but
spinners Rahkeem Cornwall, who returned a
has not received a Test pick since 2015.
five-wicket haul in the practice match, and RosIt is not that Permaul has not stuck to his
ton Chase, who had good all-round figures.
game. He made the decision to weather the
It has been just over a year when Permaul’s
Covid-19 pandemic in the Caribbean and not
First Class performance earned him a spot in the
travel to the US for competitive cricket. That de30-man squad that toured England. However,
cision to play Caribbean cricket took a turn for
despite being in and around the set-up of every
the better when he captured 5-38 from 17 overs
series since, he has not been able to break into
on Day Two of Cricket West Indies’ first fourthe playing XI.
day practice match that was played at Sabina
Phil Simmons
“Best vs Best matches are part of us trying to
Park in Jamaica on August 4.
make sure players get enough… proper preparation, but also
for us to see what players are doing during these games,” West
Indies head coach Phil Simmons said last week following announcement of the squad.
He added: “You can’t just say, well alright, and you use Permaul as an example. We played the last Test match with one
spinner. We had two spinners on the bench. Yes, he has come
and got some wickets, bowled well in the first innings, but for
us, I think we have seen that we needed to continue with the
spinners that we had on the 14 or 15 we had for the last time.”
Ironically, Simmons’ spin appears to not be in the line and
length of merit, which was highlighted two months ago by
Cricket West Indies’ Chairman of Selectors Roger Harper, also
an offspinner, when he pointed out it was important to pick inform players who have shown consistency.
As Harper said then, “We are in different times. Opportunities are not the same. We have to create measures and opportunities to get to where we want to get, and do that as best as
possible. If we are picking an Olympic team, and the guy in 2010
runs 9.55, and just prior to selection ran 11.2, are you going to

CWI sends
Barbados
Women’s team
to England for
2022 Games

Permaul said he wanted to remain focused on his bowling
with the aim to regain a berth with the West Indies team. A Berbice player, he turned 32 on August 11.
“It felt good to play competitive cricket, and get in a performance. Due to Covid-19 there is no regional cricket at the moment,” he told Kaieteur News earlier this month.
He added, “I want to make sure I utilise every opportunity I
get playing cricket to make it back into the team.”
Permaul made his Test debut against Bangladesh in Dhaka on
November 12, 2012, and has 18 wickets from six Test matches.
He is the last of the five Test players produced by Albion in Guyana.
Permaul said he worked hard at what the Sabina pitch offered
earlier this month, which was quite good.
“It didn’t offer a lot of spin. I just tried to be patient on a good
length and line, and kept challenging the batmen’s defence and
that brought me success,” he said of his August 4 performance.
“Because of the current pandemic I wasn’t able to get much
pitch practice. I have been working more on my fitness. I try
to utilise whatever facility I get, sometimes at the GCB indoor

Verasammy Permaul
facility at LBI, and at the Albion community cricket ground,”
he noted.
Permaul is a former West Indies U-19 player, and has taken
536 wickets from 121 matches, with a best of 8-18 at an average
of 20.65.
He also noted that the wide body of experience he has gained
playing regional cricket over the years since he made his debut
in 2007 has contributed to making his game better.
“With the experience gained from First Class cricket I feel
more comfortable now, and understand my game better. My
goal at this point to get back in the West Indies team,” he said.
Permaul has not made the West Indies Test side since playing
against Australia in June 2015.

ICC confirms bid to include cricket in Olympics

T

B

arbados Women’s team
will participate at the
Commonwealth Games
Johnny Grave
2022 in Birmingham, England,
Cricket West Indies announced last week. The event will be held
July 28-August 8, and will see a women’s cricket tournament
staged for the first time at Edgbaston.
The move comes after the CWI Board of Directors made the
decision on July 30 to postpone the 2021 T20 Blaze tournament,
and the 2021 Women’s CG Insurance Super50 Cup until 2022.
The 2021 CWI T20 Blaze competition was to be the West Indies
qualifying tournament for the Commonwealth Games.
Following the postponement, the Barbados Women’s team
will now be the representative team from the West Indies as a result of their victory in the 2020 CWI T20 Blaze tournament, and
in line with Commonwealth Games Association Tournament
rules agreed by the International Cricket Council.
Johnny Grave, CEO of CWI said: “We want to congratulate
the Barbados Women’s team for being named to represent the
West Indies in the Commonwealth Games 2022. This is an historic occasion as for the first time Women’s Twenty20 cricket
will feature at this prestigious global sporting event, which is a
great fillip for our sport, and great exposure and opportunity for
the players. We wish them all the very best as they compete for
the gold medal. We know they will continue to do West Indies
proud.”
The decision to postpone regional Women’s cricket tournaments was taken with the news of the recently announced Women’s international CG Insurance ODI and T20 fixtures between
West Indies and South Africa from August 31-September 19,
and the ongoing logistical challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic.
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he International Cricket Council last week confirmed it Games in such difficult circumstances. It truly was fantastic to
has taken the first step in its run-up bid for inclusion in watch, and captured the imagination of the world; we would
the Olympics. As Cricbuzz reported, the ICC has con- love for cricket to be a part of future Games.”
vened a Working Group to lead the bid on behalf of the sport
He added, “Our sport is united behind this bid, and we see
with the objective that cricket become part of
the Olympics as a part of cricket’s long-term
LA 2028, Brisbane 2032, and beyond.
future. We have more than a billion fans globThe move follows the go-ahead from the
ally, and almost 90 percent of them want to see
Board of Control for Cricket in India, which
cricket at the Olympics. Clearly cricket has a
endorsed the ICC’s Olympic plan last April.
strong and passionate fan base, particularly in
The BCCI has traditionally opposed cricket’s
South Asia where 92 percent of our fans come
inclusion in the Games for reasons that are
from, whilst there are also 30 million cricket
more administrative and commercial, than
fans in the US. The opportunity for those fans
cricketing ones.
to see their heroes competing for an Olympic
However, the resistance shifted following
medal is tantalising.”
Jay Shah taking charge of the BCCI. He was
Barclay said the ICC believes cricket would
recently quoted saying that the BCCI is on
be a great addition to the Olympic Games.
the same page with the ICC on entry into the
However, he noted it was not going to be easy
Olympics.
to secure inclusion since there are so many
England and Wales Cricket Board head
other great sports wanting to do the same.
Indra Nooyi
Ian Watmore will chair
He added, “But we feel
the ICC Olympic Working
now is the time to put our
Group. He will be joined
best foot forward and show
by the ICC Independent
what a great partnership
Director Indra Nooyi;
cricket and the Olympics
chief of Zimbabwe Cricket
could be.”
Tavengwa Mukuhlani; ICC
Said Marathe, “USA
Associate Member DirecCricket is thrilled to be
tor and Vice President of
able to support cricket’s bid
the Asian Cricket Counfor inclusion in the Olymcil Mahinda Vallipuram,
pics, the timing of which
and chair of USA Cricket
aligns perfectly with our
Paraag Marathe. Marathe's
continuing plans to deinclusion in the committee
velop the sport in the US.
was a strategic decision as
With so many passionate
Paraag Marathe
Jay Shah
Los Angeles is hosting the
cricket fans and players alGames in 2028, which is the earliest date that cricket can hope ready in the US, and a huge global audience and following for
to be part of the Olympics,
the sport around the world, we believe that cricket’s inclusion
Said ICC chairman Greg Barclay: “Firstly, on behalf of ev- will add great value to the Los Angeles 2028 Olympic Games,
eryone at the ICC, I would like to congratulate the IOC, Tokyo and help us to achieve our own vision for establishing cricket as
2020, and the people of Japan for staging such an incredible a mainstream sport in this country.”
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SA for 8-match series tour with WI women

S

outh Africa Women will play in
a Caribbean series between August 31-September 19 against
the West Indies Women’s team in an
eight-match series comprising of three
T20Is and five ODIs. The games are part
of SA’s build-up to the ICC Women’s
World Cup Qualifiers later in the year,
Cricbuzz reported last week.
“We are delighted to have more
cricket on the horizon as this will be
a vital part of our preparations for the
ICC World Cup Qualifiers. We are at a
crucial juncture as we prepare for this
big event and again, we want to thank
CWI for organising this camp, the
West Indies Women in
T20Is, and the CG Insurance ODI Series to get the girls up to speed,” said West Indies Women’s team head
coach Courtney Walsh.
West Indies will hold its third High-Performance Training Camp this
year ahead of the series.
Walsh added, “We were fantastic against Pakistan last month, and we
want to bring that winning momentum into this series of matches as well.
We are going in the right direction with the way we want. There is a lot to
play for and we will be up for the challenge.”
In their last series against Pakistan, West Indies won both the limitedovers series. The team will use the ODIs against South Africa as preparation for the Qualifiers in their bid to seal a berth in the ICC Women’s
World Cup in New Zealand next year.

Meanwhile, Ireland have named a
14-strong squad, captained by Laura
Delany, for their upcoming ICC T20
World Cup European Qualifier from
August 26-August 31.
Six participating countries will compete in a round-robin format at the La
Manga Club in Spain. The teams are
Ireland, currently ranked 10th in the
world in Twenty20 cricket, Scotland,
Germany, Netherlands, France, and
Turkey.
The top team will progress to 2022’s
ICC Women’s T20 World Cup Qualifier.
The top-ranked teams from the five
worldwide qualifying tournaments, and
a celebratory moment
the two bottom-ranked teams from the
2020 event, with two places up for grabs in the main ICC Women’s T20
World Cup, will take on South Africa in 2023.
Ireland have successfully completed home series wins against Scotland and Netherlands this summer.
Said Ireland head coach Ed Joyce: “With only one side going through
from here, it will be a challenging week. [However,] I’m confident we will
be taking a talented, eager, and hungry group to Spain that is capable of
competing on all fronts.”
Ireland squad: Laura Delany (captain), Ava Canning, Georgina
Dempsey, Shauna Kavanagh, Gaby Lewis, Louise Little, Sophie MacMahon, Lara Maritz, Cara Murray, Leah Paul, Orla Prendergast, Eimear
Richardson, Rebecca Stokell, Mary Waldron (wicketkeeper).

Anxiety for Robinson after offensive tweets surface

P

ace bowler Ollie Robinson said he suffered anxiety that he would never play
for England again following the unearthing of objectionable and historical tweets
that overshadowed his Test debut, the British
Broadcasting Corporation reported last week.
Robinson wrote the objectionable tweets
when he was 18 and 19 years old. Now 27, the
tweets emerged during the first day of the first
Test against New Zealand at Lord’s back in June.
The tweets from 2012 and 2013 were of a
racist and sexist nature.
“There was definitely a time when I had
doubts over my career,” Robinson said.
He added, “I was speaking with my lawyers, and we were looking at the fact I could be
banned for a couple of years and never play for
England again.”
Robinson was subsequently given a threematch ban with a further five games suspended

for two years.
Said Robinson: “It was tough, probably the
toughest few weeks of my life. It affected not
only myself, but my family. I’ve learnt a lot since
that. I didn’t really realise the scrutiny of Test
cricket. Now I’m looking to move forward.”
Originally from Kent, Robinson joined
Yorkshire in 2013, but found it hard to adjust to
life away from home. He was sacked by Yorkshire in 2014.
“I was a young, naive guy. I made a lot of mistakes then; not just those tweets. I’ve learned a
lot and tried to develop myself as a person in
the last ten years. I’m a father now, and I try to
make myself the best person I can be. Hopefully people see that.”
Robinson has undertaken a course in social
media, and will continue his education over the
coming year, the BBC reported.

Ollie Robinson

Fitness regimen could see Hetmyer on WI team again

W

ith Shimron Hetmyer given an out from the West Indies team sidered, (to regain) the fitness, I have worked extremely hard, because I
and with his international retainer contract not renewed fol- know of the importance,” he said.
lowing two fitness test failures, the Guyanese batsman said
He is currently focused on a fitness regimen, and is being assisted by
last week he is now focused on both his prowess with the bat, and on his his wife, he said.
fitness game.
Hetmyer also responded positively to whether he was up for the chalHetmeyer failed the fitness test twice within the season.
lenge of being an opening bat. Replying in the affirmative if offered the
“All of that was basically on
opportunity, he indicated he was
me. During the pandemic, I did
open to the possibility since he
not really do much in terms of
was an opening batsman early in
training, because there was not
his career. However, his preferred
much available. Being in the panbatting position remains at numdemic, you were really scared of
ber three.
catching Covid-19 because there
“When I got into the Test team
was no vaccine, so I really tried to
and I batted at three, I developed
stay home,” he said on the Cariba [liking for number three]. It is
bean Cricket Podcast.
much easier for me; even if it is
He added, “Me being at home
one ball, you can see what the
did not really give me the chance
bowler (is doing),” Hetmyer said.
to do as much as I should have.
He also said he enjoys openJust after, there was a fitness test,
ing the batting to an extent, even
and I did not pass the test beduring the One-Day Internationcause… I was not doing as much
al against Australia.
as I should have. I was dropped,
“Red ball cricket is something
and then I went back and said
I still enjoy playing. For me, to
this should not happen again. I
play red ball is really a mindset,
Hetmyer is working on becoming a fit for West Indies again
worked and worked as hard as
because at the moment I have
possible, and the following week I passed the test. [Fitness] came up
again, but this time was because I got hit on my head in New Zealand,”
Hetmyer said.
According to Hetmeyer, he was advised by the physiotherapists to
avoid physicals due to the impact of the hit he had sustained.
“I had the fitness test just before the Super50. During the Super50, I
passed the fitness test, but the team was already picked. All things con-
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been playing a lot of T20 cricket and it is something I developed that
[liking] for. With Test cricket, I have to develop that [liking] and start
thinking back about it. It’s a mindset for me,” Hetmyer has said.
He also feels good about his game even when he is not among the
runs, he said.
“Right now, I think my game is at a good place, but there is room for
improvement,” he said.
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International
Cricket Schedule
Friday August 20, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 1, Sabina
Park, Kingston, Jamaica; 9:00 AM 03:00
PM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL.
Saturday August 21, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 2, Sabina
Park, Kingston, Jamaica; 9:00 AM 03:00
PM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL.
Sunday August 22, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 3, Sabina
Park, Kingston, Jamaica; 9:00 AM 03:00
PM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL.
Monday August 23, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 4, Sabina
Park, Kingston, Jamaica; 9:00 AM 03:00
PM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL.
Tuesday August 24, 2021
Pakistan tour of West Indies, 2021 West
Indies vs Pakistan, 2nd Test, Day 5, Sabina
Park, Kingston, Jamaica; 9:00 AM 03:00
PM GMT / 10:00 AM LOCAL.
Wednesday August 25, 2021
India in England, 2021 England vs India,
3rd Test, Day 1, Headingley, Leeds; 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.
Thursday August 26, 2021
India in England, 2021 England vs India,
3rd Test, Day 2, Headingley, Leeds; 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.
Friday August 27, 2021
Zimbabwe tour of Ireland, 2021 Ireland
vs Zimbabwe, 1st T20I, Clontarf Cricket
Club Ground, Dublin; 5:00 AM 11:00 AM
GMT / 12:00 PM LOCAL; India tour of
England, 2021 England vs India, 3rd Test,
Day 3, Headingley, Leeds; 4:00 AM 10:00
AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.
Saturday August 28, 2021
India in England, 2021 England vs India,
3rd Test, Day 4, Headingley, Leeds; 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.
Sunday August 29, 2021
Zimbabwe in Ireland, 2021 Ireland vs
Zimbabwe, 2nd T20I, Clontarf Cricket
Club Ground, Dublin; 5:00 AM 11:00 AM
GMT / 12:00 PM LOCAL. New Zealand
in Bangladesh, 2021 TBC vs TBC, T20
warm-up match, Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Protisthan Ground, Savar, Savar; 6:00
AM 12:00 PM GMT / 06:00 PM LOCAL;
India in England, 2021 England vs India,
3rd Test, Day 5, Headingley, Leeds; 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.
Wednesday September 01, 2021
Zimbabwe tour of Ireland, 2021 Ireland vs
Zimbabwe, 3rd T20I, Bready Cricket Club,
Bready, Northern Ireland; 8:00 AM 02:00
PM GMT / 03:00 PM LOCAL; New Zealand tour of Bangladesh, 2021 Bangladesh
vs New Zealand, 1st T20I, Shere Bangla
National Stadium, Dhaka; 6:00 AM 12:00
PM GMT / 06:00 PM LOCAL.
Thursday September 02, 2021
Zimbabwe tour of Ireland, 2021 Ireland vs
Zimbabwe, 4th T20I, Bready Cricket Club,
Bready, Northern Ireland; 8:00 AM 02:00
PM GMT / 03:00 PM LOCAL; South Africa tour of Sri Lanka, 2021 Sri Lanka vs
South Africa, 1st ODI, R. Premadasa Stadium, Colombo; 3:30 AM 09:30 AM GMT
/ 03:00 PM LOCAL; India tour of England,
2021 England vs India, 4th Test, Day 1,
Kennington Oval, London; 4:00 AM 10:00
AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.
Friday September 03, 2021
New Zealand in Bangladesh, 2021, Bangladesh vs NZ, 2nd T20I, Shere Bangla
National Stadium, Dhaka; 6:00 AM 12:00
PM GMT / 06:00 PM LOCAL; India in
England, 2021, England vs India, 4th Test,
Day 2, Kennington Oval, London; 4:00
AM 10:00 AM GMT / 11:00 AM LOCAL.

GTA L EADE RS REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
4300 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 26
Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
www.teamgtahomes.com
gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

Brampton

SO

LD

For Sale
$1,999,000

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

A must see!! 4 bedrooms
detached move-in ready
situated on a prime
location of Vaughan/
Brampton border line.
Lots of upgrades in
this bright, extremely
well-kept open concept
family home. Extended
kitchen with large
pantry, cabinets, and
quartz countertop. New
stainless steel appliances,
pot lights throughout,
laundry upstairs, finished
basement with wet bar.
Aggregate concrete
landscaping. Extended
driveway with oversize
deck, and deep backyard
for entertaining.

Toronto

For Sale $799,900

SOLD OVER ASKING!
Location! Location! Location! Bright & spacious freehold
end-unit townhouse with 3 large bedrooms & 2.5 bathrooms. Modern open concept kitchen with eat-in dining
& movable island. Covered balcony great for family BBQs.
Spacious den on ground level with entrance to garage.
Perfect for investors or first time home buyers. Close to all
amenities including places of worship, shopping centres,
steps to TTC, close to major highways: 401,400 & 407.

Brampton

Markham

Listed
3-year new executive 2 storey
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

For Sale
$490,000
SOLD
$50K
OVER
ASKING!!!

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Ralford Chatrie
Sales Representative
416-806-1803

Starting
From Mid- $300K

437-235-7599

Vincent Condominiums In Vaughan
Take living to the next
level with Vincent Condos!
They have astonishing
entertainment for
everyone in the family, and
everything to fit your needs.
Vincent is focused around
the Vaughan Metropolitan
Center. Vaughan topped the
905 market with the highest
number of new condo sales
during the first quarter of
2021.
Starting
From Mid -

$400K
Toronto For Sale $499,000

Location!
Location!
Location!
Move-in ready.
Very well
maintained 2
storey 3 bedroom
townhome. Great
for first time
home buyers/investors. Fully fenced yard with lots
of storage space. Close to all amenities: shopping
malls, grocery stores & libraries. Steps to TTC and
close to 400/401/407 and more...

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.

24

Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

