CANADIAN SUPERBILT SHUTTERS AND BLINDS
Providing smart motorized Window Coverings from Hunter Douglas, Altex/SunProject
Provider of Hardwood Flooring. Visit our Showroom at 1571 The Queensway, Etobicoke, Ontario

Beautifying homes one window at a time through light control and energy efficiency.
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Ontario enters another lockdown

www.omesh.com

6640 Finch Ave West

416-825-1219

www.omesh.com

Toronto — In moves described as “urgent actions” to cur- ting vaccines in as many arms as quickly as possible.”
tail the worsening uptick in Covid-19 cases, the Ontario govThe government has since extended both the provincial
ernment has imposed new travel restrictions, and strength- declaration of emergency, and the Stay-at-Home order for
ened public health meaan additional two weeks
sures aimed at relieving
as it attempts to contain
mounting pressures being
the worsening spread of
placed on the province’s
Covid-19 in Ontario.
health care system.
With the Stay-at-Home
Details of the actions
order now in effect, everythat were implemented
one must remain in their
over the weekend were
houses, and can leave only
revealed last Friday by
for specified purposes,
Premier Doug Ford;
such as visiting the groChristine Elliott, Deputy
cery or pharmacy, accessPremier and Minister of
ing health care services
Health; Solicitor General
(including getting vacSylvia Jones; Monte
cinated), to get outdoor
McNaughton, Minister
exercise, or to head to the
of Labour, Training and
workplace to a job that
Skills Development; and
cannot be performed
Dr David Williams, Chief
remotely.
Medical Officer of Health.
Said Christine Elliott:
Said Premier Ford, A beleaguered Premier Doug Ford announcing yet “The rising spread of vari“As the latest modelling another Ontario lockdown last Friday
ants means we must take
confirms, without taking
stronger measures to limit
immediate and decisive action, Covid-19 cases will spiral out transmission and prevent our hospitals from being overof control, and our hospitals will be overwhelmed. That’s why whelmed. As we continue to work to vaccinate those in
we are making difficult, but necessary decisions to reduce the areas with the highest rates of transmission, everyone
mobility, and keep people in the safety of their own homes. must adhere to public health measures and stay at home as
We need to contain the spread of this deadly virus, while getSee Page 19: Ontario

T&T govt mourns Khan’s sudden death

with other undisclosed health challenges.
Port-of-Spain – In a stunning development early last
Saturday, the PNM government of Trinidad and Tobago
According to reports in the Trinidad and Tobago media,
was plunged into mourning following the untimely and
he was quoted last week saying, “There is no one more qualified than me [to receive
sudden death of its Energy
Minister, Franklin Khan.
the AstraZeneca vaccine],
given the number of coThe shock for the rulmorbidities I have. I was
ing party was the second
in less than two weeks,
living on a prayer.”
As the media have
with the first one being
the announcement that its
documented, Khan was
hospitalised on three occaleader, Prime Minister Dr
Keith Rowley, had consions in the past five years.
He became seriously ill in
tracted Covid-19.
2016, was hospitalised in
Khan was 63-years
old, and two months
Thailand during a vacation trip, and returned to
short of his 64th birthday.
According to reports, he
Trinidad and Tobago via
an air ambulance. A year
missed his morning coffee
routine, and was subselater, in February 2017, he
took medical leave from
quently found dead in his
his ministerial duties folbedroom at his Maraval
home shortly after 6:30
lowing a procedure for a
T&T Energy Minister Franklin Khan passed away heart-related condition.
a.m. on Saturday.
Rumours swirled fol- suddenly last Saturday
Also, in April 2020, he
underwent another undisclosed medical procedure.
lowing news of his death in the wake of his inoculation
last Tuesday with AstraZeneca. Earlier last week, Khan had
Khan was a geologist with extensive work experience in
the petroleum sector. He graduated from The UWI, Mona, in
urged his government colleagues to take the vaccination,
1980 with a BSc in petroleum geology, and held several senior
and had indicated his intention to do so.
Khan suffered from a heart condition, and was dealing
See Page 19: Young gets Energy
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Ali’s Roti Shop
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Open 7 Days from 10 am to 10 pm

ALI’S ROTI
* Eat In or Take Out * We also Cater

Specialising in West Indian Dishes - Trinidad Style Cooking

INSURANCE
Paul Ram
Life & Investment Broker

MONEY FREEDOM INC.

Also offered: *Non Medical & Mortgage
Insurance *No Load Funds *No Penalty RESP
*Critical Illness *Universal Life *Dental &
Drug Plans *Disability. (E&O)
Companies represented: Assumption, Blue
Cross, BMO, Canada, CPP, Empire, Equitable,
Foresters, Industrial Alliance, ivari, Manulife,
RBC, Sunlife.
Instant quote online: www.moneyfreedom.ca
1.866.PAULRAM Tel: 416.414.2204

Sajad Gulamali

• Auto • Homes/Condo
• Motor Homes • Tenants
•Contractors• General Liability
• Mortgage • Travel • Group
• Term/Whole Life
• Coverage for Uber Driver
• Disability/Critical Illness
• Health/Dental
• Commercial/Business & More
Phone: 416-383-0901
Fax:
416-383-0903
Email: Sajad@pbnet.ca
www.InsurewiseInc.com

1446 Queen St. W. Toronto
(1/2 Block East of Lansdowne,
North side, W. of Dufferin)
Only HALAL Meat Served

Tel: 416-532-7701

Advance Selling System
House matching services
Mass email to prospective Buyers
Targeted Social Media Advertising
3-D virtual tours
Floor plans
Live streaming
Electronic Signature
We take all precautions

$369,000

$589,900

Ideal Investment

Luxury Low Rise Condo

Lovely condo in Etobicoke with 2 bedrooms, spacious living and dining room, open balcony, and
ensuite laundry. This property is tenanted. Guaranteed rental income of $1800 per month for two
years. Real estate never spoils. It appreciates with
time. Call today.

Located in one of Mississauga’s prime locations.
Includes a spacious suite with open concept living,
dining, kitchen area. Master bedroom with walkin closet, and a full ensuite. There is a den for the
work-from-home professional. You can relax in the
open air balcony while your investment blossoms.

$679,900

$879,000

Start Smart

Luxury Townhome

Features a private driveway for 3 cars, garage
with internal access to the home, enclosed porch
and a great room with 12’ ceiling and fireplace,
sliding glass doors to a semi-private courtyard.
You will be impressed with the separate dining
room, e/i kitchen and laundry room on the same
level. Lots of upgrades.

Spacious home with 4 bedrooms, 4 washrooms,
laneway double car garage, large deck, open concept living and dining room, spacious kitchen and a
warm family room. Nicely updated and comes with
very good tenants who are willing to stay. Current
rental income is $30,000 plus utilities.

$939,900

$959,000

Becoming A Landlord

Income Booster!

This investment fetches $48,000 income annually.
The tenants are willing to stay. Features include 4
bedrooms, separate entrance to a finished basement, large car port, spacious kitchen, L-shaped
living and dining room combo. Explore the possibilities.

$1,249,000

Unique Charm!

Spec hme on premium crnr lot. Inviting frnt prch
w/grand dble door entry to sun-drenched hme.
Enjoy mod kit leading to lovely raised dck & lge
con. patio, yards of grn spc & gdn shed. Up. level
has 4 bdrms, stdy area & ldry rm. Bsmt cmplt w/
open design, LED lights & lam. flrs. Come & see it!
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Unique bungalow located on a large corner lot,
private driveway, garage, and courtyard. This home
was extensively renovated and features a basement
apt, common laundry area and tankless hot water
system! Sparkling clean! Explore the possibilities!!!
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$989,700

Simply Unbeatable

You will be impressed with this large home containing a three-bedroom basement apartment!
With 9’ ceilings on main flr, an enclosed lawn with
patio stones, & open concept, it offers tremendous
space. Located near York University & the new
subway line, this home is like hitting the jackpot!

CANADA

DENTISTRY

Ottawa opens up new pathway to residency

DR. NAR DALJEET
DR. NIKHIL DALJEET

Ottawa – With its focus on Canada rebounding in the postAdditionally, Mendicino told CBC the government has been
pandemic period, the federal government last week indicated charting a course “guided by one north star – that immigration
that immigration remains a critical component for economic is key to Canada’s short term economic recovery and long term
recovery, and as a result it will be introducing a new pathway prosperity”.
to permanent residency for foreign
Said Mendicino, “Fundamentally,
nationals now working here.
we know that by attracting and retainAnnouncement of the initiative
ing the best and the brightest ... we will
was made by Immigration Minister
add more jobs, growth, and diversity to
Marco Mendicino, and would see forour economy.”
eign nationals in essential jobs who
According to the Immigration
are actively contributing to Canada’s
department release, the pathway now
economy in areas such as personal
open to foreign nationals in essential
support and health services receiving
roles would aid Canada in achieving
the go-ahead to put down roots.
its 2021 Immigration Levels Plan to
Among the occupations deemed
welcome 401,000 new permanent resiessential are people in skilled trades
dents here.
as electricians, metal workers, farm
However, a group advocating for the
workers, cashiers, home child-care
rights of migrants, the Migrants Rights
providers, and French immersion
Network, has called on the federal
teachers, among others.
government to ensure that all migrant
To be eligible, workers must have at
and undocumented people in Canada
least one year of Canadian work expeare granted permanent resident status
rience in one of 40 different health
without exception, and that all workMarco Mendicino
care jobs, or 95 other pre-approved,
ing class migrants are able to arrive
essential roles. Graduates must have completed an eligible in the future with permanent resident status. According to the
Canadian post-secondary program over the last four years.
Executive Director of the Migrant Workers Alliance for Change,
According to a release from Immigration, Refugees and Syed Hussan, last week’s announcement opens up a short-term
Citizenship Canada, the move allows up to 90,000 workers and window for thousands of migrants who are able to meet restricinternational graduates already in Canada to convert from a tive criteria, but keeps the fundamentals of the temporary
temporary to a permanent status.
immigration system intact where hundreds of thousands are
“The pandemic has shone a bright light on the incredible exploited.
contributions of newcomers. These new policies will help those
Said Hussan: “Migrants bravely spoke up about injustice and
with a temporary status to plan their future in Canada, play forced the federal government to acknowledge that permanent
a key role in our economic recovery, and help us build back resident status is necessary to be able to access or assert basic
better. Our message to them is simple: your status may be tem- rights.” He added Mendicino’s announcement was a start, “but
porary, but your contributions are lasting – and we want you to without fundamental change through granting full and permastay,” Mendicino said.
nent immigration status for all, it will simply not be enough”.

Ask us about our:

• Dental Implants (from
start to finish)

• Invisalign (Misaligned
Teeth)
• Snore Guard

DENTAL EMERGENCIES
ALWAYS WELCOME
Servicing our community for over 30 years.

Now two locations to serve you better
2942 Finch Avenue East, Scarborough, Ontario
(At Victoria Park) Village Square Plaza (Ground Floor)

416-492-3077 • www.tddental.ca
Second Office Location:

SmileVille Dental

86 Ringwood Dr, Unit 23, Stouffville, ON L4A 1C3

Tel: 905-640-4600 • www.smilevilledental.ca

Province delivers vaccinations to ‘hot spot’ areas
Toronto – Ontario rolled out its vaccines to “hot spot”
regions across the province last week, part of Phase Two of the
Covid-19 inoculation plan, the move part of its overall distribution effort to slow the spread of the virus, and to protect communities with the highest rates of transmission. Through this
initiative, 114 highly impacted neighbourhoods, as identified by
postal code, will be reached through mass immunisation clinics,
mobile teams, and pop-up clinics.
The plan was revealed by Premier Doug Ford, Christine
Elliott, Deputy Premier and Minister of Health, and Solicitor
General Sylvia Jones at the BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir
in Toronto.
“As we receive more vaccines from the federal government,
it is vital that we continue to target our vaccination efforts on
those most at risk. We must get vaccines to the people in these
hot spot regions as quickly as possible in order to stop the
spread of this virus, and prevent our hospitals from being overwhelmed,” Ford said.
Individuals aged 18 and over in designated hot spots, as
identified by postal code, are eligible for vaccination through
mobile teams and pop-up clinics in targeted settings. Starting

in Peel and Toronto, the province will be providing additional
resources to support more mobile vaccination teams, expanding to hot spots in other public health units in the future.
Mobile teams and pop-up clinics will administer vaccines in
high-risk congregate settings, residential buildings, and faithbased locations in hot spot neighbourhoods. Upcoming mobile
and pop-up clinics will be promoted locally within their target
communities and local public health units, and will not use the
provincial booking system.
Last week, a pop-up clinic started operations at the BAPS Shri
Swaminarayan Complex in highly-impacted North Etobicoke.
The government has partnered with BAPS Charities, William
Osler Health System, and Toronto Public Health Unit to establish and operate the clinic.
Ontario is also working with public health units, business
groups and large employers to explore employer-operated
onsite vaccination clinics, with a focus on hot spot communities at greatest risk. These clinics will be set up, operated, and
funded by participating employers within hot spot areas, and
will vaccinate employees aged 18 and over as well as members
of the local and neighbouring communities.

Ajax – With Covid-19 restrictions underway, The Town
has shifted Ajax Green Living Days programming this year to
focus on activities residents can participate in at home and in
their neighbourhoods. Six activities focus on sustainability and
climate change, and feature expert-led webinars highlighting
immediate actions that can be taken now to help create a healthier and greener Ajax. GLD is presented in partnership with the
Ajax Public Library, Region of Durham and the Toronto Region
Conservation Authority.
This year Ajax GLD activities include the ‘Neighbourhood
Clean-Up Challenge’ from April-June, with participants taking
part in a neighbourhood litter clean-up. Toolkits are provided
by the Town: (email: operations@ajax.ca, or call 905-683-2951
for gloves and bags). Participants should follow all Covid-19
public health guidelines and gathering restrictions, which are
currently five persons, while participating.
Residents can also go online for ‘Ask an Expert: Climate
Change in Durham Region – What Can We Do Now?’ It takes
place tomorrow from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., and offers an opportunity to learn about climate change, how the rise of greenhouse
gases will impact Durham Region, and what residents, businesses, and the government can do to make a difference.
Another online event, ‘Container Gardening’, will take place
on April 27 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. Participants will learn about
decorative and vegetable container gardening from local gar-

dening expert, Ken Brown. Also being focused on are how to
plant beautiful, decorative containers, and how to successfully
grow delicious, fresh vegetables.
May 4 will see another online event, ‘Gardening in a
Changing Climate’, from 6:30-8:00 p.m. With climate change
rapidly impacting natural spaces on both a local and global
scale, including local front and backyards, this is an introductory gardening webinar with a focus on climate change resiliency, including rainwater harvesting, native plant gardening,
rain gardens, and permeable paving.
There will be a contactless ‘Compost Giveaway’ on May 29
from 8:30 a.m.- 12 p.m. at the Ajax Operations Centre, 800
Salem Rd. N. Ajax only participants can pick-up free compost
for their gardens – make sure to bring your own shovels and
containers. Note that the event could be postponed due to
Covid-19 restrictions.
The focus on June 17 is on ‘Microplastics: Tiny But
Dangerous’, from 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Microplastics are tiny bits
of plastic that often go unnoticed on beaches, in parks and in
urban areas; however, the impacts these cause are anything but
small. Participants will learn about microplastics, from what
they are, and why they are a problem, to what can be done to
make a difference.
To learn more, and to register, visit ajax.ca/GLD. Registration
is required for all events.

Green Living Days events get underway in Ajax
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Complete set of the Vedas
The Upanishads
Bhagavad Gita
Ramayan
Philosophy of Vedas
Vedic Thoughts
Vedic Vision - Sanskar Vidhi
Quest - The Vedic Answers
Vedic Marriage Ceremony
Introduction to the Commentary
on the Vedas
• Life & Teachings of Swami Dayanand
• Light of Truth
• Wisdom of the Rishies
• Gems of Vedic Wisdom
• Anand Gayatri Katha
• Daily Prayer
• Vedic Philosophy
• Whose Wealth?
• Mahabharata
... and many more

Call AVM Bookstore
416-805-2685 or 905-824-2685
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Chartered Professional Accountant
Chartered Accountant
Licensed Public Accountant

Hera Nandlal CPA CA CFA MBA CPA (CO)
AUDITS

TAXATION (CANADA & USA): COMPANY INCORPORATION
• INDIVIDUALS

REVIEWS

• CORPORATIONS

BUSINESS PLANS

• PARTNERSHIPS
COMPILATION (NTRS) • TAX PLANNING

MANAGEMENT ADVISORY

BOOKKEEPING

LOANS & FINANCING:

CRA AUDITS

• BUSINESS
PAYROLL & WSIB

HST

PERSONAL

• EQUIPMENT

BUSINESS

CORPORATE

Our practice draws on deep experience, global resources, and specialized
industry knowledge to advise clients on complex tax issues in Canada
Tel: 416-234-1446						
8 Beamish Drive
Fax: 416-234-0154
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3

T: 905.678.6263
C: 416.579.4276

E: nandlal@nandlal.ca
W: www.nandlal.ca

6750 Davand Drive, Suite 201
Mississauga, ON L5T 2L8

Your community facility owned and operated
by Kamal Bhardwaj, Ontario Licenced South
Asian Funeral Director. We are professional,
respectful and caring.

Tel: 647-547-8188

info@lotusfuneralandcremation.com
www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Seating capacity for 500. Adaptable rooms for smaller
funerals. Can accommodate larger gatherings.
121 City View Drive, Toronto, Ontario M9W 5A8

Conveniently located to serve Toronto and areas west of the City
including Etobicoke, Brampton, Bramalea and Mississauga.
Cremations are done on the premises without leaving the
building. Large gatherings can view start of cremations.
Media available to broadcast proceedings.
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Pre-arrangement plans available. Free executor
support for Canada Pension Plan and Survivor
Benefits. In-home services offered if desired.
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EDITORIAL & VIEWS

Editorial

Inequities remain

T

eenage climate activist Greta Thunberg on
Monday added her voice to growing concerns
over Covid-19 inoculation inequity, calling on
governments, pharmaceutical researchers and developers, and the world to “step up their game” to effect fairer,
international vaccine distribution.
Thunberg’s urging is just as urgent as is the repetitive,
global messaging calling for an end to vaccine inequity. As
we have noted before, and as the World Health Organisation, humanitarian groups, and scientists are reiterating,
no nation is totally immune from Covid-19 until all nations begin acquiring full population immunity; also, that
the pestilential coronavirus knows no borders, even as it
ignores status, privilege, and power in its inexorable, leveling march through countries, populations, and the hierarchies that shape us as a species.
Thus, it makes no sense that richer nations are outpacing developing countries with its ascending rates of
immunisations, given global interconnectivity through
economies and population mobility, among other reasons.
That the Covid-19 virus is relentless and indiscriminating over who it infects, and where it encroaches, is too
evident now as nations frantically raise drawbridges and
dredge moats to keep out its third, attacking wave. As the
experts predicted earlier this month, including eminent
doctors in our own Caribbean community, this latest infectious wave is yet another climbing exponential that has
already started with a nightmarish, vertical uplift.
On Monday, WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus revealed that new Covid-19 cases last week
rose for an eighth straight week globally, with the number
of deaths also trending upwards for a fifth straight week.
He also noted that infections among people between the
ages of 25 to 59 were “increasing at an alarming rate, possibly as a result of highly contagious variants and increased
social mixing among younger adults”.
So far, the pathology of Covid-19’s ill-effects as nations
deal with its unwelcome visitation has seen a tentative step
forward, with two steps or more backwards in hasty retreat. This week, increasing global figures reveal three million patients in total have been killed by Covid-19, with
over 141 million persons infected in the world, according
to statistics maintained by Johns Hopkins University.
Despite such compelling evidence, with corollary confirmation of millions of deaths across borders, on nationalities, and in nations, there remains a troubling and uneven distribution of Covid-19 vaccines across the globe.
As Thunberg reiterated on Monday, pointing to the inequities in vaccine deployment between have-and-havenot nations, “It is completely unethical that high-income
countries are now vaccinating young and healthy people if
that happens at the expense of people in risk groups, and
on the front lines in low- and middle-income countries.”
For example, a look at the homeland in Guyana this
week reveals it received a consignment of 83,000 Sputnik V
vaccines, part of the government’s larger purchase targeting immunisation of 200,000 nationals out of its 783,000
population. The purchase and delivery of the vaccines
are two parts of the government’s aggressive push against
more powerful and deep-pocketed nations to secure an
adequate supply of vaccines for its entire population.
In this unwholesome climate of vaccine inequity, Guyana’s Health Ministry is counting its blessings, saying its
limited, national vaccination deployment is an “incredible
achievement, in an environment where developing countries have had little to no access to Covid-19 vaccines”.
As it noted in a statement issued earlier this week,
“More than 30 countries have had no access to even a single dose of vaccine as yet. Dozens of countries have only
received enough vaccines for less than one percent of their
population. Over the next several days and in the coming
weeks, Guyana will pursue access to an even larger [quantity] of vaccines.”
Thunberg’s voice is yet another challenge to wealthier
countries hogging Covid-19 vaccines; however, the need
remains for more even distribution by these nations.
INDO CARIBBEAN WORLD
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Covid-19 & shootings

he Covid-19 surge has come to Canada, and as it reaches
new heights of infectivity – world total on April 19, 2021:
142,476,969; (deaths 3,038,505); US 32,413,433 (581,123);
India 15,271,432 (180,082); Brazil 13,943,071 (373,442); Canada
1,127,064 (3,656). Incidence for US 97,470/M; Brazil is 65,227/M,
(deaths 1,747/M each); India 10,980/M (deaths
129/M); Canada 29,655/M (deaths 622/M). On
a preliminary look, the high incidence reported
among non-whites in US and the West seems
more geographic and socio-cultural than ethnic.
India is now second to the US (will future US
medical historians consider calling Covid-19 the Fauci-Trump
disease?). The rapid emergence of vaccines is a triumph of modern bio-technology and promises relief, but the US and EU ban
on exports of raw materials needed to manufacture anti-coronavirus vaccines slows India’s vaccine production, and aggravates
the overcrowding at sites of the Kumbh Méla, the famous Hindu
festival that attracts millions. PM Narendra Modi has asked Méla
organisers to suspend the festival and conclude it virtually; they
agreed, but it’s like turning an aircraft carrier in a small river.
Affected States will announce restrictions.
Modi has appealed to US President Joe Biden to lift the ban,
if only for humanitarian reasons, assisting management of the
pandemic, where mitigation in any one place will help every
other place. The ban affects the export of US-made vaccines,
as Moderna has complained. Modi is also seeking Sputnik V
vaccine from Russia, and has invited other vaccine makers to
supplement India’s needs; some sources say that these are generally met, but that shortages occur in certain high-incidence
locations, like Maharashtra. In the meantime, the government
is expanding local production capacity; a State-run biomedical
institute in Maharashtra was approved a few days ago to manufacture Bharat Biotech’s Covaxin, which is made from inactivated virus in the classic process, like older vaccines: Influenza,
Tetanus, Salk Polio, and so on.
Right now, America can do with something praiseworthy.
While Covid-19 tests American character, US attachment to
guns is bringing grief to many places. Gun crimes, including
mass shootings have increased, in cases doubled over 2019, and
are being blamed on Covid-19, directly by anxiety and tensions
from isolation, and indirectly, by affecting major factors, such as
gang warfare, drug dealing, and other armed crime. The ease of
gun ownership, including automatic weapons, the main tool of

the mass shooter, facilitates their use.
In 2020 there were 3,261 shootings in Chicago, with 769
deaths, compared with 2,146 shootings and 495 deaths in 2019.
Superintendent David Brown of Chicago Police Department,
said, “…Our Chicago Police officers faced an unprecedented set of
circumstances in contending with a spike in violent
crime, made even more difficult by having to conMohan
tend with a health pandemic while facing extended
Ragbeer periods of heightened civil unrest and looting. Our
officers have also been subject to violent crime
themselves, as shots fired at CPD officers are up 558
percent since 2015. Since January 1, 2020, 79 officers were shot
at in 2020, with ten officers having been struck by bullets. As the
rest of our city and nation grappled with a global pandemic, the
Chicago Police Department also recorded over 2,450 confirmed
cases of Covid-19 throughout the Department. Sadly, four of our
CPD officers succumbed to Covid-related illnesses. Biden has
made appropriate noises about gun control, which faces the most
powerful hurdle in the US. But no president since WWII has had
a better chance to get approval for suitable legislation.
Part of the killing epidemic includes Police shootings: they
recently killed a 13- year-old Chicago boy, an alleged gun-toter.
A gunman in Indianapolis strafed his co-workers, leaving eight
dead and several injured. Elsewhere someone shot a father and
seven-year-old daughter at a fast food drive-in. Thus, the country continues to terrorise its citizens, as its gunsmiths proclaim
innocence, claiming “guns don’t kill people; people do!” Such
inanity is easily unmasked and believed only by Americans. So,
I say, equally inanely, “If it be that only people kill people, then
ban people! That would be logical.”
In 2016, over 250,000 persons were shot to death globally: 64
percent homicide, 27 percent suicide and nine percent accidentally. Half of these took place in Brazil (43,200), the US (37,200),
Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, and Guatemala. Factors listed
by the Inter-American Development Bank include “economic
deprivation, residential instability, family disruption, absence
from school, the population’s age structure, and alcohol consumption”. Latin America is trigger-happy; but the US leads in
mass shootings: in school, church, workplace, anywhere, with 91
since 1985, killing hundreds.
“Y’all, please put the guns down,” pleaded Tawny McMullen,
aunt of the seven-year-old victim. “Our kids want to play. My kids
can’t even go out the door because of this violence!”

On the road again on yet another foraging run

O

ne of my uncles was an avid junk collector, and was so
consumed with picking up debris off roads and highways that I was always filled with anxiety whenever he
took me out on one of his wide-ranging, foraging drives. Since
he was always on the lookout for “found” material, it meant ten
percent of his attention was spent looking ahead,
with the other 90 percent combing through the
Romeo
tall grasses at the side of the road for useable, and
Kaseram
re-useable debris that had fallen off vehicles.
Among his sudden brake-pumping finds
were orphaned hubcaps, discarded liquor bottles
that had fallen off the wagon, and with his keen vision not
distracted by oncoming traffic, a wayward fastener or two that
had been flung from wheels and engines, and which hopefully
were not the Jesus nut holding those vehicles together.
Understandably, given his total focus off the road, there
were those moments during our trips when I would maintain
an even-voiced equanimity as I calmly pointed out our vehicle
was about to crash head-on into the side of a bridge, or was
about to leave the paved roadway. Then there were those close
calls when we almost crossed over the white line, the drivers in
oncoming traffic wide-eyed with bewilderment and fright, the
strong winds thankfully distorting whatever encouragements
were hurled at my dear uncle to stay in his lane.
Of course, it took patience to ensure my warning was
quickly driven home. Sometimes it meant waiting for the
vehicle to finally catch its breath after grating indecision over
whether it wanted to shift into second gear.
Or, I had to wait for my uncle to also catch his smoketortured breath following a cascade of uttered and
unrepeatable depredations about the transmission’s ancestry
before I could mention in an even, modulated voice that a
collision was likely to occur in the next ten seconds.
Today, I look back at those moments with wonderment
at my calm delivery of those limb-saving warnings in a time
long before the arrival of front airbags. I also marvel, and I am
simultaneously grateful, that my young heart did not keel over
and die like a caged finch with its two feet sticking up in the
air when we were fast approaching a ponderous steam-roller.
To this danger, add the accompaniment of escalating moviemusic in a dramatic ascending of tassa drumming inside my
chest, the fast-paced beat rippling upwards to my temples.
Nowadays, whenever someone mentions that I perform
calmly while under duress, or whenever my meditative
demeanour is remarked upon in the face of life’s tectonic

pressures, I recall with a mix of fondness and horror those
heady days of living dangerously with my dear uncle.
I can still see his hand languidly holding the steering
wheel, the other dangling out the window casually holding a
lit cigarette, his gaze constantly distracted by shiny objects in
the tall grass growing along the side of the road.
What an experience that was: myself being calm,
while my uncle collected.
Now I must share why I was chosen by my
dear, pragmatic uncle to make these foraging
runs. Looking back, I suspect it was due to my
steady hands, and the attention I paid to details.
Whatever the fault, and try as he did with his all-round
knowledge as a mechanic, a blacksmith, and a candle-stick
maker, the car would not pump fuel from the tank. It was a
case of him spluttering with annoyance whenever it heaved,
coughed, and stalled, the carburettor wheezing with asthma.
Thus, it appears my role was not to ride along as “shotgun”,
as the stagecoach driver’s partner was called in the Western
movies he loved. Instead, I was invited to tag along as a
functional adjunct to the faulty gas tank mechanism, where I
ensured that a makeshift tank kept fuel supplied to the engine.
In its simplicity, it was a hose immersed into a translucent
plastic container that was now stained orange with gasoline.
I carried it on my lap, kept the hose immersed, and tried my
best to prevent spillage whenever the wheels hit a pothole. Of
course, the acrid fumes from the gas filled the car.
Imagine the additional anxiety whenever my uncle lit a
cigarette, oblivious to the scent of gasoline in the car, the
potential for a spill, and the open, flaring flame of the match.
With both hands cupping the tall, spluttering bulb of red
sulphur at the tip of the match, he nonchalantly leaned down
to the flame to light the cigarette between his lips.
Even as the tip of the cigarette started its red glow, danger
loomed ahead in the pachydermous depth of a fleet of
gargantuan trucks transporting tons of sugarcanes to the mill.
Traveling in a convoy, and occupying most of the narrow
roadway, each elephantine sway from a truck threatened to
rain down masses of loose sugar canes onto our path.
Yet my dear uncle raced ahead, overtaking the convoy
in a surge that made the held fuel hose drink deeply and
greedily from the plastic gas container. The car’s transmission
shuddered with rage, and soon enough the danger was behind
us, the trucks now indiscernible in the rearview, obscured by
our ballooning clouds of oily, black exhaust smoke.
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READERS’ RESPONSE

Ask Jay...
Please send your questions to
TheBrij@TheBrij.com or call: 416-418-2745

A

Guyanese ship, Miss Meena, was dispatched to SVG with emergency supplies

Guyana responds to SVG crisis

Photo: SVG Indian Heritage Foundation, Facebook

Dear Editor,
Supplies for the people of St Vincent left
Guyanese have a reputation of coming Guyana aboard the Miss Meena earlier this
together to give assistance to our neighbour- month. A massive show of support also came
ing countries that are in great need. The from the local authorities, the private secrecords show that time and time again, we tor and members of the public. This must
are always responding
be commended here
to the call for help.
and abroad because
And just like we did
Guyana rose to the
in the case of Haiti,
occasion, and respondwhich was affected by
ed without the usual
an enormous earthred tape to its neighquake, so we will do
bour that was in need.
for St Vincent and the
Lest we forget,
Grenadines.
5,000 Guyana are regI am ecstatic that
istered as residents in
President Irfaan Ali
St Vincent, and some
did not hesitate and
who are outside of the
started the process of
danger zone have been
providing aid to the
helping others with a
country, which was
place to stay. I want to
covered in loads of
appeal to Guyanese to
debris after eruption
give what you can to
of La Soufrière.
those affected. It will
Following the volgo to a good cause.
cano’s eruption earlier
St Vincent has
this month, the SVG
always been good to
government issued an Ash fallout from La Soufrière coated Guyana, so let us be
evacuation notice for roofs & streets following the eruptions great to the islands by
persons living in the Red Zone in the north- showing our kindness, love, and support as
ernmost part of the island. More evacuation they move forward to rebuild their livelihoods
orders were issued following increases in seis- from the ashes.
mic activity.
Brian Azore, via email.

Time to return to foreign examinations

Dear Editor,
Long before the Caribbean Examinations
Council, secondary school students and the
general public had the privilege of writing the
London, Cambridge, and Oxford examinations
out of the UK.
The standard of these examinations was
comparatively higher than CXC’s, since students were reminded of the necessity for neat
and legible handwriting, and the use of standard English. Then, students wrote with fountain pens, and expressed pride in their penmanship.
Given that there was no multiple choice
component, and no school-based assessment
in order to achieve success, students adopted a
self-disciplined approach as they studied into
the wee hours of the morning.
It is noteworthy that English examinations
were not watered-down. Essays had to be
completed for a candidate to obtain a passing

grade. Generally, the assessment of students
was fair. In 1977, grades D and E appeared on
result slips for consideration by employers and
tertiary institutions.
As time advances, all the weak areas associated with the CXC examinations are coming to
light. Moreover, teachers are having a difficult
time getting completed school-based assessment projects from delinquent students. Many
a time these projects are not reflective of the
students’ own ability since many well-to-do
parents pay for assistance.
Last year, many brilliant and conscientious
students were shocked when the CXC grades
they obtained were not commensurate with
their scholastic capability. Having deliberated
on such an unfortunate occurrence, I believe
it is high time for secondary schools to return
to Cambridge, London, and Oxford examinations.
Lindsey Rampersad, via e-mail

Dear Editor,
It is as plain as the nose on your face – that
while we are allegedly being careless with mask
wearing, the statistics are showing a steady
spike in positive Covid-19 infections.
Masks are being worn with noses exposed.
Why? Covering your mouth prevents spit from
flying, and covering your nose saves you from
inhaling or exhaling the virus.
The vaccine adds an extra layer of defence
against infection; vaccines giving one hundred
percent protection from Covid-19 infection is
not set in stone.

We have to wear our masks properly, and
well into an indeterminate future. Says who?
Yes, WHO, the World Health Organisation.
So, why whip off your mask and put it in
your pocket as you exit the grocery? So, why
are so many people wearing masks under their
chins, leaving noses and mouths uncovered?
The name of the game is “Covid-19 Snakes
and Ladders”. We are headed for the Snake at
number 99 that swallows and returns the player back to the start of the game at number one.
Throw the dice again.
Lynette Joseph, via e-mail.

Let us face the truth - masks save lives
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Assignment Sale – What’s Involved

n assignment sale occurs when a buyer (Buyer A) who bought a property, sold the
original purchase of sale contract to a second buyer (Buyer B). Buyer A (Assignor)
has assigned the original purchase of sale contract to Buyer B (Assignee). The
assigned price can be the original purchase price or for a profit or loss. The Assignee
would complete the sale with the original seller. An assignment clause is inserted in the
agreement of purchase of sale, allowing the buyer to sell before taking possession. Assignments are legal. From the time an agreement to purchase is signed and possession
is given, the buyer’s circumstances might change, such as job relocation, financing or
family structure. Assignment sale offers a way out where the original buyer can salvage
her deposit and the new buyer closes the deal.
An assignment sale can be for any purchase; resale or newly built. It is most common
in new condo sale. With the high demand for housing, some newly built condos double in
price before they are ready for occupancy, and many speculators cash in. Eric bought a
pre-constructed condo for $300,000. During the time lag between purchase and completion, the price shot up to $500,000. Eric sold his contract to Jane for $500,000. He had paid
the builder 20 percent or $60,000 as a down payment. Jane paid Eric $260,000 which represents Eric’s down payment and profit. Jane now owes the builder $240,000, and would
complete the sale with the builder. Eric more than tripled his deposit money as closing
cost, such as land transfer tax, is paid only on completing the sale. Most builders allow
assignments, subject to approval. There is an assignment fee imposed by the builder, and
the fee varies.
An assignment sale involves three parties, the Seller, the Assignor, and the Assignee.
There are two transactions, first between the Assignor and the Assignee, and later, between the Assignee and the original Seller. Jane invested $260,0000, made a deposit of
$60,000, and a profit of $200,000. If she had bought directly from the builder for $500,000,
with 20 percent down, she would have invested only $100,000. Most builders do not allow
buyers to advertise assignment sale properties. A buyer caught advertising is in breach,
and depending on the sale contract, the builder can cancel the transaction and forfeit the
deposit.
With strong demands for housing and endless bidding wars for resale properties, assignment sales are becoming increasingly popular, allowing the buyer to purchase a
contract without the bidding frenzy. Assignment sales are beneficial to both parties. The
seller can sell their unit before it is completed, and the new buyer can save by offering
a lesser price compared to the builder’s current price. Another hidden advantage is that
the lag time is shorter because most assignment sales occur just before occupancy. The
new buyer may be able to choose some of their finishes if the unit is not completed by
then. In the above example, if Jane cannot complete the sale with the builder, Eric is still
obligated. If the market has declined, then Eric would be in trouble, risking his $60,000
and a potential lawsuit from the builder. Assignment sale is a boon in a hot market, but a
boom in a declining one. It is risky business.
There are tax implications for the assignor and assignee. Jane in our story paid $200,000
for the assignment, and a rebate of $60,000 for the deposit. However, if the sale is subject
to HST, then it is calculated on the full amount, $260,000. Eric must declare his profit as
business income in the year the assignment took place.
Some builders would credit the buyers on HST by adjusting the sale price. If the buyer
(Assignor) assigns the property to another buyer (Assignee), and since it is a new property, Canada Revenue Agency considers the Assignor as a second builder. The Assignor
owes CRA the HST rebate for the first purchase. Since the Assignor is considered as the
second builder, HST is due on the assignment sale as well. In such case, the HST is added
to the assignment sale price, and the Assignee can apply for HST rebate directly through
CRA.
When planning an assignment sale, it is best to complete one project at a time. Some try
to maximise their profit by purchasing many properties. With all of the uncertainties and
tax implications, we are on thin ice; be careful.

Jay Brijpaul
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Can Guyana’s agro-processing green shoots flourish?

L

ong-considered a viable zone, green shoots appear to be
once again sprouting in Guyana’s agro-processing sector.
While these shoots have sprouted numerous times in
the past, they withered and died over time, largely due to poor
planning and neglect.
This time around, there is some optimism that agro-processing will flourish largely due to the government’s commitment
to the sector. Yet, without diligent planning, no amount of oil
dollars will engender its sustainable success.
Hope for agro-processing comes from the
fact that in its 2021 Budget, the government
announced it will invest (G) $832 million in
agricultural infrastructure, including agroprocessing and packaging facilities.
It claims that farmers will now have access
to affordable state-of-the-art processing and
packaging at reduced operational costs; and that the government will provide laboratory services to agro-processors to
ensure they can attain the necessary standards and certifications
in a timely manner at an affordable cost.
In addition, the government will also be taking steps to
strengthen cold-storage capacity for seasonal produce destined
for export and processing. To facilitate this initiative, it will
procure two freezer trucks and two 40-foot refrigerated containers at a cost of $60 million for the New Guyana Marketing
Corporation.
In addition, agro-processors are also expected to benefit from the New GMC’s one-stop Agri-Business Incubator,
through which equipment and human resources will be made
available to provide technical and marketing support to agroprocessors. An additional $293 million have been allocated in
the Budget to support these initiatives.
The underlying truth is that Guyana has a regional comparative advantage in agriculture. Traditionally, agriculture has been
the backbone of the economy, and up until oil came into the
picture, was the largest contributor to GDP growth, in spite of
the rising importance of mining.
Therefore, the sector’s relative importance to the economy in
terms of employment and sustenance for a major segment of the
population will remain intact.
But agriculture has been subject to the machinations of
various governments, resulting in gyrating budgetary support
and consequently fluctuating production patterns. For agroprocessing to be successful, a long-term political commitment is
essential, or many existing businesses in the segment will go the
way of the dodo bird, or like the failed orange juice and tomato
processing facilities, to name a couple.
The truth is agro-processing has been the subject of exhaustive discussions and political pronouncements from various
governments – past and present – which recognised the country’s potential in this area. However, aside from the challenges
of developing a feasible agro-processing sector, political motivations have always superseded business motivations, leading to
the failure of the sector to take-off.
In as much as the underlying motivations of politicians might
have been based on real potential, the failure to put credible
measures in place to develop the sector amounted to no more
than cheap, instead of strategic, commitment. A well-defined
plan with realistic goals, taking into consideration the capabilities and resource needs of the sector, has never materialised.
Rather, ad hoc projects made headlines only to become
white elephants, primarily because of inadequate planning and
resource allocation. As well, there has been weak integration

of implementation efforts, resulting in sporadic ventures that local goods. Evidently, Guyanese show a preference for foreign
engendered limited success. In fact, over time there have been goods, which ultimately limits the expansion of domestic indusmore failures than successes in a broad spectrum of agro-pro- tries. If agro-processing is not given some form of protection to
cessing businesses. Yet politicians gained mileage from short- develop as part of a feasible business strategy, then the sector
will not prosper.
lived successes, which eventually turned to failures.
Market penetration must be supported by marketing and
But the prospects of the sector appear to be heading for
the better. In recent years, a number of events showcasing the branding initiatives, and education about the virtues of locally
country’s potential and products brought together domestic as manufactured goods. Pricing of processed goods must also be
well as foreign companies in the agriculture competitive to gain market share, and attract local, as well as
and agro-processing fields, focusing on the foreign buyers.
At a more macro-level, Guyanese have a knack for focusing
marketing and sale of local products.
Although the sector is well-positioned for on the cultivation of crops in which it has neither a comparaDwarka
take-off, many challenges still remain. The tive, nor a competitive advantage. Therefore, the government
Lakhan
production of commodities for processing must guide the cultivation of crops for processing in which the
must achieve economies of scale, combined country has a clear competitive advantage. Such strategy would
with consistent output, to ensure a steady also be beneficial because the sector would be able to maximise
flow of finished goods to meet processing demand. This is the use of its existing skills in the production of established
especially important if orders from buyers cannot be fulfilled. crops for processing.
The government also needs to assist with the acquisition of
Failure to fulfill orders on-demand would lead to a loss of marappropriate technology to support agro-processing, as well as
kets and a lack of confidence in the industry.
History shows that the production of agriculture crops seek technical assistance through international donor agencies
to assist with the develophas been sporadic due to the
ment of the sector. While it
vagaries of weather and disshould leave implementaeases. This trend would have a
tion of an agro-processing
negative impact on processing
strategy in the hands of the
output, and the inability to fulprivate sector, it should not
fill contractual supply arrangetake a hands-off approach.
ments.
Notwithstanding, in the
While
agro-processing
case of agro-processing, the
technology is evolving, the
private sector should not
use of modular plants which
expect to be spoon-fed by
can process different types of
the government in developproducts on a smaller scale
ing its initiatives. It should
would be useful. However,
also take responsibility for
these plants would not operate
ensuring the viability of its
efficiently if inputs for probusiness initiatives, and for
cessing are insufficient to meet
A selection of processed agricultural products
the success of the sector.
capacity needs.
Arguably, Guyana’s on-off focus on agro-processing over the
It is also necessary to conduct a feasibility study to determine
the location of processing plants, and whether single or multi- past four decades has not benefitted from the level of governpurpose plants will facilitate greater efficiency in agro-process- ment commitment required to support its growth. Past experiing. The government has obviously pre-selected some areas for ence shows that there has been weak integration of implementation efforts in the absence of a strategic plan.
agro-processing facilities.
But this can change with the renewed co-operation of the
Improved co-ordination of farm-to-factory supply, and the
establishment of a formal mechanism to ensure that processes government.
It goes without saying that agro-processing has tremendous
put in place actually work are also necessary. It is easy to argue
that such mechanisms, like the New GMC, already exist, but potential in Guyana. As the Caribbean’s largest food producing
whether they work effectively remain questionable. The ques- country, its food import bill is way too high, given the country’s
tion of how farmers would get their produce to a single plant capability. Developing the sector will reduce the country’s vulnerability to its traditional industries, create jobs, improve its
needs thorough examination.
Another area that needs to be addressed is the transporta- trade balance, and enhance its overall development prospects.
At the end of the day, if agro-processing takes off, Guyanese
tion and storage of perishable crops destined for processing.
This gives rise to the need to establish adequate facilities such at home should be able take pride in buying processed foods
as storage, refrigeration, and transportation to support farm- that are labeled “Manufactured in Guyana”, instead of some forto-factory processing activities. Arguably, the government has eign country, especially those from the Caribbean with far less
potential in agriculture.
announced that it will acquire limited cold storage capacity.
Although it appears that quality control measures for processed goods have been put in place, it is necessary to imple- Dwarka Lakhan, BA, MBA, FCSI, FICB is a Member of the
ment measures for standardisation of quality, especially for the Canadian Association of Journalists, and an accomplished financial writer. His recently published book, Winning Ways, Real
export market.
If the local market for processed agricultural goods is to World Strategies to Help You Reimagine Your Practice, is available
grow, then the government must show its commitment by on Amazon and on winningways101.com. He can be reached at
implementing tariffs and quotas on imported substitutes for dlakhan@rogers.com.

By Neil Adams
ccording to the UN Food and Agricultural Organisation,
agriculture is vitally important to all economies of the
world, the chief reason being this is how early civilisation started out. And though humanity has changed via its
various economic pursuits, agriculture remains pivotal to our
development.
The reality is as a developing country, Guyana cannot afford
to miss the opportunity offered by this pivot to development.
We need to seize the day, and to move ahead aggressively with
agricultural development. On this note, we should turn our
attention to a sustainable animal husbandry programme.
Presently, Guyana is self-sufficient in the areas of beef, mutton, pork, poultry, and goat meat; however, there is no reason
why these cannot be produced at the export level. The challenge, therefore, is for us to arrive at sustainable increases in
livestock production to secure that foreign market.
Our pastoral systems need modernisation, that is, the
effective management of grazing animals to the quality of forage. The development of feed lots and pasturelands is vitally
important for overall livestock growth. There should also be
an improvement in vaccinations, and other general veterinary

on its freshwater fisheries. Inland fishing ranges from shrimp,
health practices.
An intensification in the number and increase in the qual- tilapia, to the highly-regarded hassar.
The government must put in place an intensified agricultural
ity of animals and animal products must be accomplished by
improved breeds and upgrades. In cattle (beef and dairy), sheep, extension programme to sensitise farmers to get into this lucragoats, rabbits, pigs, and poultry, upgrades and improved breed- tive farming pursuit.
ing can be effected by artificial
In our discussion of animal husinseminations and progeny testing.
bandry goals, we must not think
of it as limited to the large-scale,
Cross-breeding with imported
extensive type farmer; rather, we
breeds from places like India and
Jamaica should be looked into.
should see this farming as one that is
well-suited to the small to medium
These breeds are already acclimatised to a tropical climate. Brazil,
sized farms. These smaller farmers
are poised to becoming partners in
our neighbour to the south-southwest, is a world producer in beef
the new dispensation of agricultural
development in Guyana.
and beef products, and we can
Finally, evidence has shown that
tap into our good relationship and
work on an aggressive improvefocusing on agriculture in the medium to long term is significantly
ment programme of our local
Livestock near the Upper Berbice River
herds of cattle.
more effective for developing econ-

Time for Guyana to focus on agricultural growth, animal husbandry

A
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Another area that needs special attention is inland fishing,
or freshwater fishing. With hundreds of acres of inland ponds,
canals, and other freshwater reservoirs, Guyana can improve

omies. Sustainable livestock production in developing countries
is one of the best ways in which we can speed up development,
and improve our standing in the world.
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What has been Bharrat Jagdeo’s vision for Guyana?
By Treb Narahcmar
“This is basically two countries living under the same roof ”,
Ralph Ramkarran told the New York Times in September 2020.
He added: “You don’t have people who are trusted by both sides.
There’s no Mandela here.”
Dr Cheddi Jagan was a Mandela. When he died, all of
Guyana paid tribute to him. He had a vision
for Guyana, as well as a global vision. His
vision for the world was encapsulated in the
initiative he launched at the United Nations
when he was President, calling for the pursuit of a New Human Order in which the dignity and worth of every individual woman
or man would be respected, and in which
everyone would enjoy decent life chances.
This was also his vision for Guyana from the
start of his political career, in his twenties.
Janet Jagan shared the vision of Cheddi.
Forbes Burnham and Desmond Hoyte
had their visions too. Above all, they wanted
to remedy the historical injustices to which
the slave population of Guyana and their
descendants had been subjected. It would be
hard to say that either leader, unlike Cheddi
Bharrat
and Janet, had a unifying vision of the country embracing the different ethnic groups. Whatever vision they
may or may not have had, their practice of fraudulent elections
sullied their records. They were not unifying figures.
In the twenty-first century so far, Bharrat Jagdeo has without doubt been Guyana’s most influential politician. After first
serving as Minister of Finance, he entered the Presidency at age
35, and held that position for 12 years. Subsequently, he held a
commanding position in the People’s Progressive Party, and has
now returned as Vice President in the Irfaan Ali administration.
As General Secretary of the PPP and Vice President, he remains
the pre-eminent political leader in Guyana.
What then, has been his vision for Guyana? To set this question in perspective, let us recall an Editorial in the Stabroek
News on December 5, 2000, during Jagdeo’s Presidency, headlined, “A multicultural society”. Guyana, the Editorial commented, “is a multicultural society in which several religions are
practised, a wide variety of foods is consumed, different styles

of clothing are worn, at least on some formal occasions, and
there are differing lifestyles. Indeed, there can be few societies
in the world today that are not multicultural, given high levels
of emigration”.
The Editorial continued, quoting an editor from multicultural Mauritius, “In a multicultural society we must do more
than accept multiculturalism as an abstract
ideal, we must seek to become multicultural ourselves by making every effort to
understand and even attend and practise
the culture [of] the other ethnic groups.
This would give us a much broader depth
of understanding that would make us less
intolerant and less liable to fragment under
pressure.”
Against this background of the challenges of multiculturalism, Jagdeo started
out with promise. In his inaugural address
on August 22, he declared: “I offer you a
chance to break the vicious circle of insecurity… we need to trust each other in our
ethnically diverse community. We need to
break away from this bondage of victim
and victor perceptions.”
Jagdeo
He noted all Guyanese dreamed of having a stable career, good paying jobs to take care of their families, savings to own a house, and to provide a good education
for their children. He also sought to reach out to the youths of
Guyana.
On September 28 Jagdeo gave his inaugural address to the
United Nations in New York and renewed President Dr Jagan’s
calls for a new human order, arguing for the need to put a
human face to globalisation, calling for debt cancellations, and
special treatment for the developing countries. Jagdeo launched
a “Youth Choice Programme” with tours to Regions 3 and 10,
where he heard suggestions from youths about projects that
they thought would benefit them.
Pursuing the theme of “bringing decision makers to the people”, Jagdeo took his cabinet on road shows to Berbice, Linden,
and Essequibo. During these outings, he said that Ministers
would be held accountable for pledges they make. In October,
Jagdeo held a summit with business leaders where he discussed,

among other things, a proposal for the Berbice River Bridge
Project. The accomplishment of this Berbice River Bridge would
be one of Jagdeo’s historic contributions to Guyana.
On January 14, Jagdeo unveiled a packed legislative programme including introduction of acts and amendments to
legislation on: Money Laundering, Copyright, Broadcasting,
Land Registration, Health Facilities, the establishment of a tourism authority, civil aviation AIDS, traffic, fisheries, the Integrity
Commission, Drainage and Irrigation, Shipping, Environmental
Protection, the New Building Society, and the Income Tax. The
energetic young President had an intensive legislative agenda.
Shortly afterwards, legislation passed included the Money
Laundering Act, the Caribbean Investment Fund Act, the New
Building Society Amendment Act, and the Income Tax Act.
Subsequently, a revised national constitution would provide
for the establishment of multiple human rights commissions,
including the Ethnic Relations Commission. Alas, the Ethnic
Relations Commission has so far not contributed to a national,
unifying vision. Jagdeo himself did not fill the void.
During his Presidency, Jagdeo took a special interest nationally and internationally in the protection of the environment
and won plaudits for this role, including at the World Economic
Forum in Switzerland.
To sum up: Jagdeo deserves credit for his environmental
record, for the building of the Berbice river bridge, for his
efforts to improve the living standards of Guyanese, and for his
legislative programme. But did he, as a young leader trusted by
young Guyanese at the start of his Presidency, offer a meaningful vision to heal the country, and to bring it together during
his Presidency. It would not seem so. His task in this regard was
made quite difficult by the Opposition’s obstructionism and
non-cooperation throughout his Presidency, with the country
collapsing into crises at election time – something that continues to this day.
Jagdeo, however, had a unique opportunity as a dynamic
young President, trusted by young people across the ethnic
groups, to frame a vision for the future, and to set up institutions
that could undergird a national vision and multiculturalism.
This is a task that awaits his current successor, President Ali.
Guyana and Guyanese await actions by the young President Ali
on this crucial issue of a national vision and institutions that can
undergird it. Like Jagdeo, history will judge him on this issue.
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We guarantee service thatʼs second to none.
Our prices are the best in the business.

Tractors to Guyana
Pick Up Trucks
Full Containers
Barrels

- from US $1000
- from US $1500
- from US $3400
- from US $50

Regular Service: 4-6 weeks delivery • Express Service: 3-4 weeks delivery • We deliver empty barrels/crates in the GTA
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Contact: Spence
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TEL #758-454-5383
Contact: Vacacie
TRINIDAD
Tel #868-221-3905
Contact: Paul
ST. VINCENT
TEL #784-457-2547
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Ross never sleeps: always active in community, religious life
By Martin Latchana
practice Christianity, while the rest are Hindus like Doodie.
n a trip several years ago to my favourite resort in
Naturally, I queried about his surname: the Ross Family
Varadero, Cuba, I encountered a fellow Torontonian
assumed the name of the Plantation owner, presumably since
who revealed he was born in Ross Village, Guyana.
Indentureship. While uncommon in Guyana and Trinidad, this
I excitedly blurted I knew a Ross Family from that area,
practice is normal to Afro-Caribbeans, and is found among
specifically Number 41 Village. Mike, that fellow traveller and
Indians in Jamaica, and in smaller Caribbean nations.
noticeably of African descent, and now a close friend, reeled
A well-known personality in the Indo-Caribbean
off the names of Leela, Doodie, and
community, Doodie Ross was an officer
members of that very family.
of the Metropolitan Toronto Police for
Mike revealed he had an Indian
28 years, retiring in 1990. He arrived
grandmother born around the 1920s;
in Toronto in 1970 at age 19, leaving
several of Doodie’s distant relatives
a life in rural Guyana that had limited
had married Afro Guyanese. Relations
prospects, as mentioned. After a short
between the two ethnic groups were
stint at George Brown College, he
good; Number 41 Village on the West
applied to the Toronto Police Force and
Coast of Berbice was populated with
was accepted, undergoing training at
both Afro- and Indo-Guyanese, a
the Police Training College in Aylmer,
demographic breakdown still sparse
Ontario. At age 23, he embarked on a
in much of rural Guyana. Ross Village
policing career in central-north Toronto,
has remained a predominantly Afro
and reminisces about a Toronto that was
Guyanese village. Sadly, recent and
hostile to racial minorities, particularly
Indra & Doodie Ross
very unfortunate criminal events in the
brown people, including Police officers.
neighbouring village of Number 43 Village have given the area He served in uniform and plain clothes in a variety of roles
unwanted notoriety. The wide area, about 80 kilometres east of including on the frontlines, the Fraud Squad, and on the
Georgetown, had been described as “sleepy”. Today, there is a
Special Task Force dealing with Chinese gangs. His last
large scattering of Rosses; remarkably, while visiting Jamaica,
assignment was at 42 Division at Milner and Markham Road
my parents encountered other Rosses from Toronto who were
in Scarborough. By then Toronto Police Service (renamed) had
distantly related to Doodie.
become more diverse and reflective of the City.
Born into a family of 12, Elbert (Doodie/Al) Ross recalls a
The year 1973 was pivotal: he married Indra Rajcoomar
life awash with fun and hard work; his father John Nathaniel
from Kitty, Georgetown; they met in Toronto. Her Dad,
Ross (died 1991) baptised, but not a practicing Anglican,
Edward Rajcoomar (d. 1983), and Rajpattie Rajcoomar (d.
cultivated rice and raised cattle. His Mom Vedawattie Ross
2015), themselves produced a devoted family; I was equally
(Auntie Bell, d. 2003), a Hindu, hailed from Bush Lot Village.
privileged to have known Indra’s Mom.
Both parents passed away in Toronto; I was fortunate to
Two of my Mom’s cousins Billy Persram and Derek
know his Mom. Attending Bush Lot Primary School, his later
Beharrysingh (both now retired), were also officers of the
dreams of attending the School of Agriculture at Mon Repos
Toronto Police Force, and this, along with Doodie’s interest
to study animal husbandry were shattered; unsurprisingly,
in the Ontario Society for Studies in Indo Caribbean
this was the era of the “Burnham years”. Ten of his siblings
Culture, which had presented the “Conference and Festival
lived in Canada, and one (deceased) in the US. All seven of
Commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Indian Presence
his surviving siblings live here: Hilton, Juliet, Evelette, Eslene,
in the Caribbean” at York University, cemented our friendship
Nadira, Indira, and Vigwanti. Krishna, Vishnu, Daveanan, and by 1991. A gregarious and perhaps imposing man, along with
Rajendra have passed. Interestingly, about half of his siblings
an extremely engaging and hospitable Indra, they have both
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raised four remarkable children, achievers all: Leah Ross,
Arvin Ross, Camille Batra, and Shivani Naidoo. Now the
family has grown with the addition of more than half a dozen
grandchildren.
Twenty years ago, we were both involved with the
Caribbean Educational Organisation of Canada, raising funds
for the establishment of the three scholarships for the studies
of Indians in and from the Caribbean at the University of
Toronto.
Doodie Ross’ community résumé is meticulous: over the
years he has been quite visible at the well-attended Guyana
Independence events, where he provided invaluable support
(including security), to then Consul General, Danny Doobay.
Dear to his heart was establishment of the Prabhu Sharan
Orphanage at Cornelia Ida on the West Coast of Demerara,
spearheaded by Pandit Gangadin based in Canada. Moreover,
he has been involved with the pioneering Caribbean Children’s
Foundation (co-founded by popular realtor Jay Brijpaul),
including fund-raising.
Anyone traversing 14th Avenue in the Town of Markham
would be struck by a majestic Hindu Mandir, the Arya Samaj
Temple, popularly known as the Vedic Cultural Centre.
Doodie recalls being on site each day as the temple was being
constructed, opening in 1996. A collaboration of the Toronto
Arya Samaj (mainly Guyanese), and Arya Samaj Markham
(mainly folks from India), it is a showcase of cooperation of
two congregations. I have seen the dedication of the Ross
Family and countless others as they participated in a host of
activities, such as the Annual Multi Kunda Mahaa Havan and
Annual Awards Dinner.
His licenced paralegal practice started just after retirement,
and continues to be a great success. Blessed with the expanded
brood, he and Indra, now married for 48 years, maintain
fulfilling lives. Avid world travellers, one of their treasured
journeys was an extended trip to India, buoyed by emotional
attachment to ancestry, religion, and culture.
Undeniably one of most sociable people I have encountered,
the pandemic may have curtailed his leisure and his
community activities, albeit temporarily. Blessed with a loving
family, a successful paralegal business, and community work,
life for both Doodie and Indra Ross can hardly be described as
boring as he approaches 70 this September.
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CARIBBEAN ISLAND
FOOD MARKET

Tel: (416) 746-1592
3432 Weston Rd
(South of Finch)

Tel: 416-901-7797
WESTWOOD
SUPERMARKET

680 Rexdale Blvd, Suite 12
(at Humberwood Blvd)

Specializing In All West Indian Groceries, Tropical Fruits & Vegetables, Guyanese and Caribbean Fishes &
Seafoods, Halal Chicken, Ducks & Meats, Fresh Breads & Pastries, Spices & Condiments, Health & Medicinal
Products, West Indian Drinks & Juices, Snacks & Confectionery, Dried Canned & Packaged Foods, Soaps &
Cleaning Supplies, Body Care Products, Hindu Religious Supplies... and Much Much More.

ALL MEAT HALAL • NUF NUF IN-STORE SPECIALS • SPECIALS TO MAY 4, 2021
FULL RANGE OF DRIED FRUITS FOR BAKING, COOKING SWEET
DISHES SUCH AS KHEER & MAKING VARIOUS DESSERTS

GUYANA PRIDE
VERMICELLI

GLORIA CONDENSED
BEVERAGE WHITENER

2/$300

$129 each

Low Price
DASHEEN LEAVES

GOUDAS YELLOW
SPLIT PEAS

DATES, FIGS, PEACHES,
APRICOTS, PRUNES

LALAH’S CURRY POWDER

Available

$799 Lge bag

Available

$1099 Lge Tin

GUYANA HASSAR

FROZEN HEADLESS
PAN-READY BANGAMARY

WHOLE FROZEN
GILBACKER

$259 lb

$499 lb

WEST INDIAN QUEEN
CREAM SODA or LEMONADE

$2199 case

$599 lb

BORA, SEIM, WIRI WIRI & PIMENTO PEPPERS,
BAIGAN, EDDOES, DASHEEN LEAVES, ETC.

FISHES
Arriving Every Tuesday & Thursday from Guyana & Trinidad

Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
Arriving Fresh from the Caribbean Twice Weekly
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RAMADAN

Call goes out to diaspora to support Guyana food hampers
Toronto – A call has been made for
support from the diaspora by the Central
Islamic Organisation of Guyana as it ramps
up countrywide delivery of its targeted 6,000
hampers to Muslim faithful breaking the daily
fast during the month of Ramadan.
The move to deliver thousands of hampers
comes in the wake of yet another year of
restrictions placed on mobility and gatherings,
a consequence of the government’s ongoing
measures to control the spread of Covid-19
infections in Guyana.
In delivering the hampers to masjids and
other needy sites in Guyana, CIOG is ensuring
members of the Muslim community have
adequate access to food after breaking the
daily fast, CIOG General Manager Shameena
Haniff told Indo-Caribbean World last week.
Deliveries of the hampers started earlier
this month. With Ramadan now underway,
Muslims worldwide are observing the fast
from dawn till sunset. The fast is broken at the
end of the day with the observance of iftar, a
festive meal, Haniff said.
She noted with the pandemic now

overlapping into a
families, so they can
second Ramadan,
prepare their meals at
its fallout with
home.”
restrictions on
Haniff also issued
gathering for
the request to the
worship, and then for
diaspora to support
communal meals, was
the hamper drive,
once again impacting
saying, “I want to say
on the observance of
to support your less
iftar. As a result, the
fortunate brothers
CIOG had to come
and sisters so they
up with innovative
can have an enjoyable
ways to ensure that
Ramadan. We can use
food was available
both cash and kind,
to the needy among
such as foodstuff, or
the faithful who were
any other items.”
breaking the fast.
She said each
Said Haniff: “Due
hamper contains
to the pandemic
about 20 items,
Shameena Haniff
restrictions, the
including meats, and
masjids are unable to accommodate the
other foodstuff.
cooking and feeding of persons because of
“We’re also encouraging persons to pay
the strict rules and regulations from Guyana’s
their zakaat, so the less fortunate in Guyana
Covid-19 task force. We came up with the
will be able to benefit,” she said.
hamper drive to try and get food items to
Haniff taking the lead in the ongoing effort
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to raise support abroad and at home for the
acquisition of hampers in Guyana is part of the
bigger, national initiatives being undertaken as
she fulfils her critical role as General Manager
of the CIOG. In fact, it is that ability and
passion to lead, deliver results, and make a
difference that landed her in the role in the
first place, she said.
Her appointment to General Manager is
the first time the position has been filled by a
woman, she noted. To put her pioneering and
unique positioning of such an eminent and
senior role into perspective, it is notable that
the CIOG was founded in 1976.
While her ascendancy to take on such
critical challenges was astonishing, Haniff said
she believed her hard work and industry were
key to her receiving the go-ahead, along with
her passion to make a difference in the lives of
people around her.
She was elated following her appointment,
she said, adding, “I felt really good about
myself. I have always been confident at being
the best in everything I do.”
The stepping-stones that led to her GM
appointment first saw her as a teacher at the
Al-Ghazali Islamic Academy; this was followed
by an Orphans and Vulnerable Children
Officer; and then by acting General Secretary
of the CIOG.
“I started out as a primary school teacher,”
Haniff said, noting that after one term she was
teaching at the secondary school level, and this
was followed by a caring role with orphans and
vulnerable children.
“I believe it was the way I am passionate
about my roles, the way I work, with my
managerial, hands-on skills, and proactive
approach, that made the CIOG management
believe I would be a fit for GM,” she said.
Haniff said she now faces the challenges
that come along with the job with resolve
and determination. One of her key phrases is
“putting everything into perspective”; thus,
“Putting things into perspective, CIOG is
not a small organisation. It means my having
to deal with challenges across Guyana, as
well as internationally. CIOG has close to
100 paid staff, and it is in charge of several
schools across Guyana. On a weekly basis, I
interact with around 1,000 persons locally and
internationally. Also, as an indication of the
CIOG’s complexity, our budget is close to (G)
$300 million.”
“And I plan to be around for a while, given
the projects that I am
To donate
presently unfolding,”
to the hamshe promised.
per drive,
Among these
see adverprojects are a home for
tisement on
elderly women, and
this page
a centre for battered
for contact
women, the Guyana
information
Chronicle reported in
in Canada
March this year. As the
and the US.
Chronicle noted, Haniff
champions women’s
causes, and has worked strategically to leverage
her role as CIOG’s GM to support women in
need. Haniff said she was particularly focused
on helping women realise they could achieve
anything once they put their minds to it.
And as she also indicated, support for
women is not only available to members of
the Islamic community in Guyana, but to all
women in need, since the CIOG offers its
services to both Muslims and non-Muslims.
She is also involved in the development of a
Children and Maternity Hospital, and takes the
lead yet again in facilitating several medical
outreaches, empowerment programmes, and
training sessions, as well as extensions of
various units within the CIOG organisation,
including the orphans and vulnerable
children’s project.
Being GM of CIOG takes not only
commitment, but long hours as well: “It is an
enjoyable, but 365-24-7 job”, she said. (RK)

Better savings start here
Lower your premiums when you insure both
your car and home with us.

Free Estimates

KNK RENOVATIONS

Stop in, call or click to get a quote today.

Sherry A Harrikissoon Ins Agcy Inc
Sherry A Harrikissoon, Agent
13311 Yonge St Unit 103
Richmond Hill ON L4E 3L6
905-773-9782

• Kitchen • Bathroom • Basement • Hardwood Floor
• Tiles • Plumbing • Painting....and more
* No Job Too Small * Prompt * Efficient
* Dependable * References Available

647-280-8755

Certain conditions, limitations and exclusions may apply.

anilroopnaraine@hotmail.com
www.knkrenovations.webs.com

1201717CN.1
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Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of automobile and
property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance
and living benefits products.
Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du
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Need A Mortgage? Call Kamla First

Your Mortgage Professional! 416-505-9583
-

Residential Mortgages
1st & 2nd Mortgages
Mortgage Renewals
Private Funding
Financial Consulting

Experiencing Some Financial Challenges?
Then The Moment Is Now:
Refinancing - Home Equity Line Of Credit - Debt Consolidation

• No Credit, Any Credit! • First Time Buyers! • New To Canada!
Call Kamla for more details…

Indranie (Kamla) Shivnath
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LEGAL LUMINARIES

Justice Désirée Bernard adjudged a trailblazer, & lady of firsts
the attention of the then Chancellor of the Judiciary William
PROFILE
Crane. In 1980, history was created when she was appointed as
By Dhanpaul Narine
he has been described as a lady “of firsts”, and her stellar
the first woman Judge in Guyana.
achievements bear this out. Justice Désirée Bernard is
How did she find it? She said it was quite an event, as many
the first woman Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
women organisations turned up to give her support. Désirée
Guyana, and the first woman Justice of the Court of Appeal.
continued to distinguish herself. In 1992, she was appointed to
She was also the first woman Justice of Guyana and the
the Guyana Court of Appeal. When it came time to appoint a
Commonwealth. In 2001, she became Chancellor and Head of
Chief Justice of Guyana, Désirée’s name was high on the list.
the Judiciary, and in 2005, she joined
She was not only the Chief Justice,
the Caribbean Court of Justice as
but later became the Chancellor and
the only woman Judge. The CCJ is
Head of the Judiciary of Guyana,
the highest Court of Appeal in the
which was an amazing achievement.
Caribbean.
The Caribbean Court of Justice
Justice Désirée Bernard was
came into being, and it was based
born in Third Street, Albertown, in
in Trinidad. Désirée was offered a
Georgetown, Guyana. Her mom was
position on the Court, and she had
Maude from Buxton, and her dad
mixed feelings about leaving Guyana.
was William Bernard from Plaisance;
But she felt that the CCJ was a higher
he was a former Sergeant of Police.
calling. In 2005, she was appointed
Désirée is the only child. She has a
to the CCJ, and left for Trinidad.
daughter Carol, who practices law in
Désirée spent nine years in the
Trinidad and Tobago.
CCJ, and she enjoyed the experience.
Désirée attended St Ambrose
How did she see herself as the first
School in Georgetown, and later
woman in such prestigious positions?
went to schools in Suddie and
Désirée says it was good to blaze the
Albion, before settling in Plaisance.
trail, despite the challenges. Apart
Désirée was a bright student. She
from law, she was actively involved
passed the entrance exams, and was
in women’s affairs. The United
awarded a place at Bishops’ High
Nations had established a committee
School. She spent seven happy years
to eliminate discrimination against
there completing her Ordinary and
women.
Advanced Level exams. Désirée
Désirée was invited to become a
wanted to teach, but a friend advised
member of the Committee, and 23
Justice Désirée Bernard
her to do law. She joined a legal firm
experts worldwide would meet and
that was headed by Fred Wills, where she gained valuable
discuss ways and means to eliminate discrimination.
experience.
Her tenure in the Caribbean Court of Appeal has seen
Désirée found that she had a talent for the law, and she
her addressing groups on matters that are relevant to the
was able to complete her Bachelor of Laws degree. She then
Caribbean Community. One such topic was the Caribbean
went to England in 1962, and furthered her studies at Grays
Community Single Market. There is no doubt that living in the
Inn in London. She returned to Guyana in 1964 as a qualified
Caribbean has given her a better appreciation of the diversity
Solicitor, and joined Cameron and Shepherd a year later.
of the region.
One day while she was in Court, she met an attorney who
Désirée is not only a distinguished legal luminary. She
was leaving for Canada. He wanted to know whether Désirée
has written on matters relating to the rights of women and
would take over his practice. She agreed and continued to
children, and she is well-respected in the international
distinguish herself in her profession. Désirée’s talent caught
community on gender issues. The seven judges on the CCJ are
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from different parts of the region, and this sets a good example
for impartiality.
Over the years Désirée has won many awards and prizes.
In 2005, she received the Caribbean Community Triennial
Award for enhancing the affairs of women. Two years later, she
received another prestigious award.
Désirée was honoured by The University of the West Indies
with the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. This was a most
fitting recognition and richly deserved award to one of the
most distinguished women of the Caribbean. In October
2017, Désirée traveled to New York, with her daughter Carol,
where she was honoured by the Guyana-Jamaica Friendship
Association.
Désirée has a talent for academia and research too. In 2013,
she completed research on the Compatibility of the Caribbean
Court of Justice with the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas.
This was done under a fellowship offered by the Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies in London.
She is optimistic about the future. She sees herself being
involved in the law, and is willing to share her knowledge with
young attorneys. She is heartened to see an increase in the
number of women attorneys in the region. Her daughter Carol
is an attorney. Désirée says, “Carol is far brighter than me. She
is good at whatever she does. She is an avid reader.”
Carol says that her mom is “very stable in her reactions. She
is always impartial. She is a deeply religious person, and she
respects others and their beliefs.”
Désirée has deep admiration for Fred Wills, who started
her on the path in law, and she credits her parents Maude and
William Bernard for instilling in her integrity, fair play, and
honesty.
She says, “I am very particular about integrity and honesty.
All judges should have independence, and I will not entertain
any person, government or otherwise, interfering in my
decisions.” She ruled that Janet Jagan had the constitutional
right to be President after the 1997 elections were challenged
in the courts.
Désirée exhorts the leaders of Guyana to spend the oil and
gas revenues wisely for the benefit of the nation. Investing in
education is a worthwhile venture, and children need to grow
up with good and strong moral values, and to read more.
Justice Désirée Bernard has led an exemplary life. She is one
of the finest legal minds in the Caribbean. She has blazed many
trails and her counsel continues to enlighten. We wish Justice
Désirée Bernard and her family all the best in the future.

Justice Anthony Carmona: Unity breathes strength & progressive results
Message from Justice Anthony Thomas Aquinas
Carmona ORTT, SC, Fifth/Former President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (2013-2018) at the
Women’s Day Celebration hosted by 1199 SEIU NJ State
Council on March 24, 2021

I

am humbled as I am elated to speak at the Women’s Day
Celebration organised by the 1199 SEIU NJ State Council.
This month is a significant one for your body politic,
since some 23 years ago, your union joined forces with Service
Employees International Union with New York local 144. You
were a divisive force then; you are a united force now, and
unity breathes strength and progressive results.
I have to commend you all for your five year fight that led
to two Bills S2712 and S2785 becoming law that now require
minimum staffing standards based on patients’ needs ensuring
a minimum number of frontline nurse home workers are
present on every shift.
Your struggle was not an easy one; your honourable cause
was challenged on the basis of cost and expense. At that time,
New Jersey had an “F” rating, ranked 43 out of 50 in direct
care staffing hours per nursing home resident. As Milly Silva,
Executive Vice-President of 119 SEIU United Health Workers
East said, “This law will fundamentally improve standards of
healthcare in nursing homes. It establishes New Jersey as a
national model for compassionate staffing levels in nursing
homes.”
In any health care system, it must always be the case of
people before profits. Proper health care together with access
to health care are human rights. Governor Phil Murphy must
be commended for signing off on these Bills. You all have
suffered long and hard. It was sad to know that some 7,000
nurse house residents and employees have died from Covid19, and that New Jersey had the highest per capita death rate
in long term health facilities in the US.
Your advocacy as a union has been progressive. You have
fought in the trenches selflessly for every worker, and it
represents a symbiotic bond of real solidarity. Your proactivity
demonstrates the power of advocacy and progressive and
beneficial activism. You are a trade union driven by woman
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power, given your numbers over your male counterparts.
economics, a social pact, just as corroborative, just as inclusive,
Advocacy is neither transitory, occasional, nor selective
just as empathetic, just as solution oriented as what obtains in
when addressing the fundamentals of human rights. As a trade those ICU hospital wards, and corridors of pain and anguish,
union with its powerful woman force, never sit on your laurels, regeneration, and success?”
or be found sleeping at the gates of social transformation,
You all are in the business of service, and genuine service
because you have shown that you are in the business of
requires the reciprocity of unreserved appreciation and
ensuring benefits accrue to all without exception, whether you
institutional support, and sometimes your patience runneth
be a cleaner, a sanitation engineer, a
thin, and the wear and tear of
nurse, a caregiver, a certified nursing
caring unsupported can erode your
assistant, or a dietary worker.
enthusiasm, and the passion you once
The mental, spiritual, and physical
had.
health of those under your charge,
Right has been done by these two
especially during this pandemic,
Bills. It is reflected in a testimony of
is critical to the well-being of the
truth from the heart of one of your
patients you serve. In the healthcare
passionate activists, and I refer to a
environment, there is now a heightened
statement by Margaret Joanne Boyce,
sense of isolation, physical visitation
Certified Nursing Assistant, and
rights being limited, and you are the
member of 1199: “Today I care for
panacea for those in need of emotional
nearly twice as many residents as I did
support.
when I became a CNA 17 years ago.
Florence Nightingale did not
This law means that will again be able
treat the sick, the dying and the
to give my residents the type of care
mortally wounded in the Crimean
that they deserve. After all, they have
War by simply healing and attending
gone through during this pandemic
to the physical wounds of soldiers
no nursing home resident should
on the battlefields of Crimea. She
ever again have to miss a meal, or a
demonstrated what really mattered;
shower, or feel lonely because there is
what is a game changer when the
no one available to assist them.” This
chips are down that the palliatives
demonstrates that you are repositories
Justice Anthony Carmona
of compassion, love, and care have a
of committed service that cares.
greater impact on the human body, mind, spirit, and soul than
In dealing with the ravages of the Covid-19 pandemic, we
sometimes morphine and medical drugs.
must thank all those in the healthcare system for their service,
In the present health crisis, I cannot forget, and no one
and for going beyond the confines of their remit to save lives.
should, the universal collaborative selfless attempts by nurses,
We must also embrace your families who you leave every
doctors, caregivers, dietary workers, cleaners and support staff
day at home, risking your life in an effort to preserve life.
aimed at saving the lives of those stricken by Covid-19 in the
I wish to commend the SEIU NJ State Council for
ICUs and corridors of hospitals in the US, and all over the
recognising the efforts of nurses, nurse’s assistants,
world, and all the persons were of myriad colours, ethnicity,
LPNs, recreational aides, maintenance, dietary workers,
and socio-economic class.
and housekeepers. In the midst of these trying perilous
I ask myself: “Why can’t we have a togetherness, a human
circumstances, the world thanks you.
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INDIGENOUS WORLDS

By Dhanpaul Narine
hat do Achuar, Altai, Awa, Gunai,
and Tat have in common? If you
are not sure, how about Pee Posh,
Pnong, Yapa, and Yora? These are some of
the languages of Indigenous peoples across
the globe. In fact, Native peoples speak about
4,000 of the 7,000 languages that exist. The
importance and value of Native peoples
cannot be overestimated in today’s discourses
about the need for a balanced ecosystem.
There is much that the world can learn
from Native peoples about conservation,
and the protection of the diversity that we
call Planet Earth. But it has not been easy
for these chasers of the sun. The lack of an
Indigenous policy has meant that in many
cases the rights of Native peoples have been
violated.
According to the World Bank, “while
Indigenous Peoples own, occupy or use
a quarter of the world’s surface area, they
safeguard 80 percent of the world’s remaining
diversity”. It adds, “They hold ancestral
knowledge and expertise on how to adapt,
mitigate and reduce risks from climate change
and natural disasters”.
It is estimated that in Latin America
around 40 million people belong to 600
Indigenous ‘nations’, and many of them are
in Mexico, Peru, Guatemala, Brazil, Bolivia,
and Ecuador. In Guyana, the Indigenous
population constitutes one of the fastest
growing in the country, and holds the balance
of power politically.
The UN points out that, “[Indigenous]
peoples continue to suffer discrimination,
marginalisation, extreme poverty and conflict.
Meanwhile, their belief systems, cultures,
languages and ways of life continue to be
threatened, sometimes even by extinction”.
The conditions of Native peoples around
the world pose tremendous challenges for
governments and policymakers. In 2015,
more than 50 advocates for Indian rights
in Brazil were murdered because they
highlighted illegal logging and mining in
Indian territories. The Xingu people is a good
example where this violation took place.
But Brazil is not the only country in South
America in which Indigenous rights are
disrespected.
There are reports that the Fujimori
government sterilised “more than 314, 600
women and 34, 580 men from the Indigenous
population during the period 1996 to 2000”.
This was done as part of a family planning
program in Peru, and it is only now emerging
that the majority of men and women did not
give their consent for sterilisation.
There are also groups of Indians in isolated
communities deep in the jungle areas of
Brazil, Peru, and Bolivia that feel threatened
because of encroachment by miners and
loggers. One such group is the Korubo of
the Brazilian Amazon. The argument is that
there is need for planners to take Indigenous
lifestyles into account when projects are
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planned.
Indigenous communities have been
caught up in conflicts in many parts of Latin
America. In Colombia, over two million
Indigenous peoples were affected by internal
wars. Their lands were used as battlefields
and “refuges and fields for illicit cultivation of
cocoa, which has financed the operations of
both the guerilla and paramilitary groups”.
Indigenous groups in other parts of
the world also face problems. In South
East Asia there are challenges relating
to land rights. The International Labor
Organisation Convention 169, “recognises
the rights of ownership and possession of the
peoples concerned over the lands that they
traditionally occupy”.
However, it is argued that measures
to protect those rights do not exist. In
countries such as Malaysia, Thailand, and the
Philippines, the law has been neither clear nor
assertive over Indigenous land rights and the
award of titles, according to a 2003 study by
Alexandra Xanthaki.
In February 2017, it was reported that
Indigenous communities in Bangladesh
and India were protesting the plan of the
government to expropriate their lands. In
Africa too there are issues regarding land
and the marginalisation of Indigenous
communities. It matters little whether one
is describing the Masai, Samburu, or the
Turkana. The cultures and lifestyles of
Indigenous groups in Africa are under threat,
and “in some cases to the extent of extinction”.
It is argued that hunter-gatherers make up
a fraction of the population while pastoralists
occupy more than 50 percent of the land mass.
While this may be the case, there is need
for policies to be implemented to improve
the quality of life for all, regardless of their
circumstances. African planning tends to see
modernisation from a western position, and
to neglect the contributions of the Indigenous
traditional sector in development.
The African Commission has pointed out
that the health and education of Indigenous
peoples need to be addressed urgently.
According to the Commission, the health
situation “is often very precarious… while
school attendance is often less than 50 percent
below the national level, and are usually very
low”.
The welfare of Indigenous peoples in the
developed world also shows disproportionate
levels of economic and social disadvantage. In
2006, the aboriginal population was estimated
at around 2.5 percent of Australia’s population.
Studies done by the Australian government
show that there are serious problems affecting
the Indigenous population.
There is a high rate of one-parent families,
and “[Indigenous] Australians comprised
more than one-quarter of all prisoners as of
June 2010”. The Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare states that during the period
2007-2009, Indigenous Australians went to
the hospital for cardiovascular diseases at

Urgent Appeal For Kidney Donation

P

two to five years, but with her kidney function
andit Krishna Sukul who resides in
deteriorating rapidly, urgent help is needed for
Scarborough, Ontario, is appealing to
a transplant of one kidney. Her blood group
the community for urgent assistance to
is ‘O’, which is considered a
help save the life of his 54-year old
priority, but in the absence of
wife Satwattie Sukul.
a donor with this blood type,
She is suffering from kidney
any other type of donor would
failure, with both of her kidneys
be accepted.
functioning at only five percent
The doctors indicated that
efficiency. She is on peritoneal
anyone can live happily with
dialysis and has to do exchanges
one kidney, and that a donor
four times every day, which is
would be tested medically to
done at home.
ensure that there would be no
She has completed all the
complications before accepting
required medical examinations
a donation.
at the Scarborough General and
Satwattie Sukul
Pt Sukul may be contacted
St Michael’s Hospital, and is
at (416) 267-5038, or through his sister
currently on a waiting list for a kidney.
Rajmini at (905) 783-0459.
The estimated waiting period is between
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1.7 times the rate for
other Australians.
In the US, a total
of 567 tribes and 229
native communities
are recognised by the
government. These
are to be found mainly
in Alaska. Each tribe
is a separate ‘nation’,
with its own distinct
history. But they
inherit common
challenges. Over
40 percent of them
live in poor-quality
housing, and onethird of the population
are uninsured for
health care. The lands
of the natives are
held in trust by the
government, which
makes it difficult for
A member
them to access loans.
Suicide in the 15 to 24 age-group is double
that of the national rate. Only 50 percent
of Native Americans in the class of 2010
graduated from high school, and there are
reports that Native languages are in danger of
dying out. Social workers in Canada report
a low level of education exists; according to
Statistics Canada’s 2011 Aboriginal Survey,
22.8 percent of Aboriginal Peoples had
completed high school and post-secondary
education.
The poor housing condition of the
Attawapiskat First Nation attracted the
attention of the UN. The income gap between
the aboriginal peoples and the rest of Canada
is so big that it would take 63 years to
bridge. The other ills include a high rate of

Guyana Tourism/Jamie Lafferty

Native Renaissance & forging an inclusive, respectful ecosystem

of the Makushi tribe in Guyana
incarceration and suicide.
Given the challenges facing Indigenous
communities, how does one achieve the
Native Renaissance? The UN supported
steps to protect Indigenous peoples in its
2007 Declaration. But we need to go further.
The Renaissance has to include poverty
eradication, peace, freedom and security, and
social and environmental protection.
Indigenous peoples are key actors in
governance. It becomes necessary for
governments to respect the land rights of
communities, and to enact legislation to bring
about redistribution. The participation of
communities in decision-making is central to
inclusion, and can help to shape the affairs of
the nation.
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IN MEMORIAM

Sanker achieved greatness with humility, reverence
November 20, 1944 - March 18, 2021
Memoriam Written By
Sew Sanker’s Loving Family
ew Sanker lived a life of Dharma, always
respectfully and responsibly following
the duties of each stage of life. He was a
hard-working and disciplined student, a diligent
and meticulous bookkeeper/accountant, and
a conscientious householder and community
member.
Sew was born on November 20, 1944 in
Canal #2 Polder in West Bank Demerara,
Guyana to Shankar and his wife Basmati. He
was the second son of 11 children. He had seven
brothers and three sisters. As a young child he
was lovingly referred to as “Sailor Boy” by family
and fellow villagers, as he was often dressed in a
sailor-type outfit as a child.
Sew went to the Canadian Mission Perpetual
Kawall Primary School, where he studied
diligently. During his school days he was in
a school play where he played the role of a
character named “Dick”, and that nickname or
‘calling name’ stuck with him for life. At the young age of 14 he
started his first job or as he would say, “I started to work when
I was still in short pants”. He began as a clerk in the accounts
department of the Wales Sugar Estate, and was promoted to
bookkeeper shortly after. He had worked at the Estate for 14
years.
At the age of 22 he was introduced to a beautiful young lady
named Tarmatie Singh from Soesdyke, East Bank Demerara,
whom he later married in December 1968. The couple settled
in his home village of Canal #2 and started their family, having
two children, Nalini and Steve.
In January of 1972, he migrated to Canada. Later that year
their third child, Sunita, was born. Arriving in Canada in the
midst of winter was his first challenge, as he was ill-prepared
for the bitter cold. He started his first job in Toronto as a
security guard without warm gloves to protect his hands. As
he manually opened and closed the iron gates, his hands froze.
The initial discrimination against his background did not deter
him from continuing to pursue his original line of work as a
bookkeeper. He began to take night school courses to attain

Sew Sanker
the Canadian Chartered General Accountant Certification
even though he had taken correspondence Accounting
Courses through the London Chamber of Commerce, and
had several years of experience. Eventually, he was hired as
a bookkeeper at Phill-Co Ford, and worked there for several
years. His disciplined work ethic was very much appreciated by
his bosses, and he was asked to work on special projects that
allowed him to travel across Canada and the US. By 1973 he
was able to purchase his first home in East Toronto. This being
a two-storey home, he rented the upper portion and basement
to other newcomers from Guyana.
In 1975 he began working at Tek Signs in Malton, Ontario,
where he later moved his family. At this time, he started to
actively sponsor and support other relatives to join him in
Canada.
Although he was hired as a junior accountant at Tek Signs,
his extensive experience from working at the Estate in Guyana
gained him recognition from the owner, who wisely utilised
Sew’s expertise in all aspects of bookkeeping. He was able to
progress to become the Financial Controller for the company.
In the mid-1980s, he purchased two acres of land in the

Castlemore area of Brampton, an area that was
mostly farmland at that time. He dreamed of
building a large home where he could keep an
extensive garden, and where his family and
friends could gather on special occasions. The
process of building his own home in Canada
turned out to be a long and painstakingly
detailed endeavour, but after several years of
collaborating with architects and builders, the
family was able to move in. His large, extended
family was able to gather, and they celebrated
many milestones in that home.
After many successful years working for
Tek Signs, Sew retired in June 1999 to pursue
his hobbies such as gardening. He continued
to provide accounting services for a few
small businesses owned by fellow Guyanese
entrepreneurs, and continued to file income tax
returns for family and friends. He openly and
freely gave advice, financial and otherwise, to
family and friends.
At this time, he also began participating in
more community projects. Working together
with a group of friends, he participated in organising fundraising activities for his beloved school in Canal #2 Polder,
Kawall Primary.
He also became an active member of the Pranav Hindu
Mandir Cultural Centre, a chapter of the Bharat Sevashram
Sangha. He was an integral part in the establishment of
the Mandir in Canada at its current location. He served as
president in the initial years and then as treasurer until his
demise on March 18, 2021. He also operated as advisor on the
Vision Television Network program, “Reflections of Hinduism”.
Although he did not chant mantras, sing bhajans, or
practice yoga or meditation, his life was more attuned to
the path of karma yoga. He had deep faith and trust in God,
and that alone helped him to achieve many great things with
humility and reverence to God. His attention to detail and wise
advice gained him the respect of elders and other prominent
members of our community.
His welcoming and gentlemanly nature gained him the
respect and admiration of all ages. He will be sadly missed by
friends and family.

Gladys Bisram Jew
existed in Berbice at that time – one ran by Roman Catholic
Portuguese Whites in Portuguese Quarter Port Mourant, and
another by Scottish Whites (where Dr Cheddi Jagan attended)
in Rose Hall; all the schools were Christian denominational.
Fear of religious conversion deterred Indian families from
sending their children to school. Gladys never converted in
spite of pressures. She excelled in school, and she said she
was offered an opportunity to advance her studies with a trip
to England. Her three Indian friends took up their offer. But
Gladys’ Aji, concerned about cultural and religious retention,
would not allow it in spite of pleas from her teachers. Gladys
was pulled out of school in preparation for marriage, as was
the custom at that time.
Gladys helped with retailing in the extended family’s shop
before her marriage. But she wanted to pursue a career. She
was drawn to sewing. Her parents got her a sewing machine
and she taught herself to sew. An arranged marriage saw her
wedded to Baldat (Bisram), whose Aja and Aji and Nana and

Nani came from various districts in Uttar Pradesh, and were
wealthy cattle herders in Berbice with their own ranch.
The couple set up their own merchandise shop selling
clothing. Gladys’ father, Ketwaru, died tragically shortly after
her marriage. My mother had to not only provide for her
family and in-laws, but also her eight brothers and sisters who
were fatherless.
Gladys taught her sewing skills to hundreds of young girls.
Her sewing shop also became a place for wedding matchmaking during the 1940s-1960s. She also taught males to sew,
including my father, who became a tailor, in addition to being
a rice and cane farmer. She also taught her children to sew.
My mother ensured that her children received formal
schooling, and today all her children have successful
careers. She wanted me to become a (medical) doctor, and
I disappointed her by becoming a social science doctor preoccupied with struggling against the Guyana dictatorship,
rather than taking care of her, myself, and my family.
She was very proud of my achievements – likely being
the only Guyanese to pursue four PhDs, with an extensive
background in educational administration, natural sciences,
and social sciences, in addition to contributing to Guyana’s
freedom struggle.
My mother was very kind and generous. She helped so
many in birth, marriages, and deaths – piercing ears of babies,
sewing clothes (gowns) for babies, for brides and grooms, and
for the deceased, often free, or at very minimal charges.
She also shared meals with villagers, even under very trying
financial constraints. She would give out alms to beggars. After
our rice harvest, my mother doled out rice to neighbours and
relatives. She also shared with neighbours and relatives the
milk from our cows, vegetables and fruits from the kitchen
garden, and those brought by my father from the backdam.
My mother would prepare special delicacies for Phagwah and
Diwali, and share with neighbours and relatives.
Although life was very difficult for the family, we were
never short of food and clothing. Missing her are our
ten surviving siblings (Bassant, Sadhanand, Kamlawati,
Chandrowti, Srimati, Baskanand, Taramati, Vishnunand,
Vekanand, and Chrishnanand), two dozen grandchildren,
and a dozen great-grands, along with her sons in-law and
daughters in-law.
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My mother Gladys stitched the fabric that threads our family together
January 1928-April 4, 2021

By Dr Vishnu Bisram
ladys was a woman of indomitable spirit. Born in
January 1928, she passed away on April 4, 2021. The
struggles and life story of my mother are inspirational.
Her biography and account of her parents and grandparents
need to be recorded.
Gladys had a terrific memory, except in her last few weeks
when her recollection of events and people began to fade.
She revealed a lot about her childhood growing up in rural
Boundyard where she was born, and in Ankerville, East
Berbice, Guyana, where she was married as a teenager.
Gladys had character: raised in a traditional Indian village,
she was multi-talented with a multi-faceted background.
She was a skilled woman with a sharp wit and a quick sense
of humour. She was dexterous, adroit, nimble-fingered. She
played a super role to earn money to supplement family
income. She was an expert at budgeting, frugal, but kindhearted. I marvel at how she managed to raise a family of 14
when we were relatively poor. None of us was ever without
three meals daily.
Gladys came from a respected family. Her father, Ketwaru,
was the headman of the steers that pulled the cane punts. He
was also a cattle herder. Everyone in the surrounding area
knew him and the family.
Gladys was so named as the first child of Ketwaru and
Budhia (Rampeyari Singh). Her parents and grandparents were
“very glad” for her birth after several failed pregnancies, and
named her ‘Gladys’. She came from good stock, accomplished
Indentured labourers from India. Her Nana and Nani,
Amarnath and Bhuri Singh (Rajputs), came from Bharatpur,
Rajasthan; her Aja (Sau-ji) came from (Chapra, Bihar), and
Aji (Azamgarh, Uttar Pradesh) of Banya caste, were moneylenders or businesspeople. Her Aja and Aji ran a business
lending money and running a store selling oil and general
merchandise.
Gladys was sent to school at a time when females, certainly
not Indians, were not allowed inside an educational institution.
She was one of only four Indian girls in St Joseph Anglican
School; it was called English school because it was run by
English Whites. Besides New Amsterdam, two other schools
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A tale of two sites: River & Empire Windrush
Marsh; and a similar distance south-west of Chipping Camden.
Child also notes the river is a “cold and mostly clear
waterway”. Today, it is Bourton-on-the-Waters’ most prized,
commercial feature, as the area’s tourist website notes. As it
winds along its wandering bank for about 56 kilometres, it
gently threads through Bourton-on-the-Water (at an average
depth of around 25 centimetres), languidly reflecting the white
clouds and leafy overhangs of green as it passes the village
of Windrush (in Gloucestershire; and, naturally, named after
the river itself), then into Oxfordshire, and through Burford,
Witney, Ducklington, and Standlake.
As the Bourton-on-the-Waters’ similarly tranquil website
notes, “The Windrush meanders through some of Britain’s
most charming countryside where unspoiled fields and natural
woodland complement the expression of rural England”.
The River Windrush is no stranger to fiction, with locations
along its pastoral windings favourable as narrative sites for
literature and film. Child notes the village, Snowshill, was used
in 2000 for the filming of Bridget Jones’s Diary.
Also, the late author Rosemunde Pilcher mentions the
River Windrush six times in her voluminous text, The Shell
Seekers (1987). Four mentions out of the six confirm what the
placid Bourton-on-the-Waters website highlights for potential
touristic relaxation: that it is a “tranquil river”. Similarly, in
Pilcher’s text, its tranquility is used for literary effect, being
representative of sanctuary and reclusiveness, a site for rest and
healing, where the novel’s aging protagonist relaxes, reflects,
and regenerates.
What is also notable is that in The Shell Seekers, the River
Windrush’s etymological nodes are reincarnated for its “soft
whisper”; it flows “quietly, coldly”, as Child also mentions; also,
it is “flowing silently”, with its placidity visually invoked as
“silver”, like a “ribbon, winding by”.
However, still waterways do run deep, and wind up rushing
headlong into faster, more turbulent bodies of water. Thus it is
with the River Windrush, which eventually finds itself out of
its shallow depths, and out in the deep end, its flow entering
the heftier, more voluminous River Thames.
Thus, after a mostly uneventful, leisurely sail along its
56 kilometres, gliding through scenic, pastoral English
countryside, with a few economic interventions along
the way to power capital and its corollary industries, the
River Windrush ambles into in the deeper draft of the
ship-shouldering River Thames at Newbridge, upstream of
Northmoor Lock.
Here is a meeting point, a site of confluence and turbulence,
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The Supernatural
M AN N E Q U I N I NC .

T

he talent agency’s ad in the newspaper grabbed Sarah’s
attention. With no telephone number to call, the recent
modeling school graduate picked up her portfolio
containing her bio and photos and followed the ad’s directions
to a high rise in the downtown core of the bustling city.
The restaurant where she worked provided meals, but its
minimum wage and meagre tips barely paid for her shared
accommodations. She curbed her lifestyle to save the extra
pennies from her income to continue investing in portfolios
as her tool in trade. Glamorous visions of success kept her
dreams alive, and fueled her energy to continue pounding the
sidewalks of Hollywood in pursuit of fame and fortune.
Upon arrival at the location, Sarah entered a bronzed glass
building and took an elevator to the penthouse suite on the
35th floor.
When the elevator door opened, Sarah took a deep
breath to steady her nerves and prepare herself for another
disappointment as she had experienced with the past hundred
interviews. She hugged her portfolio and stepped out of the
elevator. She stared at two large glass doors with the words,
‘MANNEQUIN INC’.
The doors opened to reveal an exquisite suite. A beautiful
receptionist with even, white teeth beamed a broad welcoming
smile at Sarah. Her gaze into Sarah’s eyes sent a chill down the
aspiring model’s spine.
“I am June B-One.” She reached out a hand. By contrast to
the warmth of her disarming smile, the receptionist’s eyes were
cold and fixed.
“I’m Sarah.” Instead of shaking June’s hand, Sarah stuck the
portfolio into it. She lowered her eyes to break away from June
B-One’s hypnotic stare.
“Thank you, Sarah.” Her monotone voice sounded slightly
robotic. “Go right in. Doctor D is expecting you.” She gestured
to a gold-plated office door.
Sarah nodded and started walking toward the door when
she noticed other young girls sitting on posh white leather
sofas around a large, beveled glass table. They read modeling
magazines from a selection spread across the tabletop. Their
delighted smiles and happy chatter boosted Sarah’s spirits and
lowered her anxiety.
“Come on in, Sarah!” The door opened upon Sarah’s
approach. A short, bald man sitting behind a large desk looked
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over his thick, black-framed glasses at Sarah.
“I’m Dr D. Welcome to Mannequin Inc.”
“Thank you.” Sarah stepped into the
office, and the door closed behind her. She
sat on a pink leather chair across the desk
from Dr D.
“We have a position for you, but we
have to send you off to a Caribbean
destination for two weeks of sun, fun, and
training. How does that sound?”
“I like it already.” The vision of white
sandy beaches and clear, blue water erased
all apprehension from Sarah’s mind. The suddenness of the
revelation left her without words.
“Good.” Dr D gave her a pleasing nod. “We’ve packed a
suitcase for you. We leave tonight.”
“Tonight?” Sarah’s brain could not process the unexpected
news. She had dreamed of this moment, but was unprepared
for the haste into her career launch.
“Yes.” Dr D shoved a document across the dark mahogany
desk. “Here is our contract, and here is our signing bonus.”
He slid a check toward Sarah. She glanced at it. One million
dollars sent a wave of thrill through her. She had never seen
that much money in her life. She was ready for the life ahead.
“Okay, I accept your offer.” She slid the signed contract back
to Dr D. She had no need to inform anyone of her change in
status. Restaurants knew that staff appeared and disappeared
at random whenever sudden career opportunities knocked on
the doors of celebrity hopefuls.
“Good.” Dr D interrupted her musings. “We have a coach
waiting outside to take you and the other 19 ladies to our
private jet at the airport.” Dr D slipped the contract into
a black leather briefcase and stood up to indicate that the
meeting was over.
“Thank you, Dr D.” She stood up.
“You’re welcome, Sarah.” He smiled at her. “Welcome to our

Photo: Ballista at WIkipedia

By Romeo Kaseram
he River Windrush is calm and predictable, its flow
notably polar to our “famous” ship, the Empire
Windrush, which in itself carries quite disturbing and
turbulent baggage in its hold. In fact, a close exploration of
the history of the Empire Windrush finds it grounded on a
troubling, farther shore, a continent and an archipelago away
from the tranquil River Windrush, after which it is named. But
first, the river.
In his book, The Windrush Valley (2013), Mark Child notes
the name Windrush comes from two Anglo-Saxon words,
“wen meaning wind or meander, and risc, meaning rush or
reed”. Naturally, the distance in time introduces much turbidity
in interpretations of its etymological origin, with Child telling
us, “[How] those two words should be translated is lost in
obscurity”. He then wonders, “[Are] they derived from the way
in which the waterway wanders through the rushes, or the way
in which it hurries or rushes like the wind?”
However, along comes Wikipedia with a second,
interpretative tributary, noting the name has etymological
nodes that are rooted deep across the centuries, with its origins
in two rhizomic Welsh words, gwyn, and Old Celtic, reisko.
Wikipedia then offers up a simpler interpretation: both words
translate into “white fen”.
What we are left with are divergent courses taken by two
interpretations, which when brought into confluence are then
deposited into a kind of delta: that the name Windrush was
likely a weave of the visual and auditory; and perhaps was
framed in a poetic aesthetic.
It could be that in those long past centuries, early
inhabitants along the young river’s banks noted that its rushes
and reeds, rooted in unstable, swampy ground, were constantly
being agitated and soughed by the wind into harmonic
movements. Thus, the conflation of wind, and rush (note the
added complexity of the word-play on “rush”, as in fast moving,
and the plant) for the resultant effect of soft, sibilant sounds
from a soughing breeze.
It all makes for a peaceful, poetic flow, and is perhaps
akin to the famous riverine image later penned by the great
Victorian poet, Gerald Manley Hopkins, notably, his “windwandering, weed-winding bank”.
River Windrush’s flow comes from a variety of contributary
springs, with Child noting its birthing feeds originating seven
kilometres south of Broadway; around 11 kilometres northeast of Winchcombe; over 14 kilometres north-west of Stowon-the-Wold; about 12 kilometres south-west of Moreton in

The Windrush at Bourton-on-the-Water
where the River Windrush ends, and where begins a more
rapid, sturdier flow, this placid river one among 37 other
tributaries constituting the larger body of the River Thames.
It is here where the more street-wise, London-bound River
Thames heaves its muscular shoulders to effortlessly lift away
the smaller volume of the rural River Windrush.
The River Thames is similarly no stranger to fiction, but
with more robust narratives. For it is the delta just outside
London, that gaping estuary with its “broad reach”, which
Joseph Conrad describes in his Heart of Darkness (1899),
that is the exit point for Britain’s vast “sea-reach” into an
“interminable waterway” that transported the ships of this
colonising nation to the farthest reaches of the earth.
Thus, it is that the River Windrush, in flowing into the
bigger eclectic, thrusting outflow of the River Thames,
contributes not only its volume, but later its name, in sending
forth “England’s great ships of exploration and colonisation” as
Conrad wrote, away to continents, and to our archipelago.
And so we arrive at the gangplank of the Empire Windrush.
Before its renaming after the placid River Windrush, it was a
German vessel, MV Monte Rosa. Taken as a prize of war by the
British government in 1945, it was renamed Empire Windrush
on January 21, 1947.
It is such that despite the source of its name being the placid
flow of one of Britain’s pastoral rivers, the lifetime flow of the
River Windrush’s cold waters cannot wash away the troubling
stains that linger on this ship’s well-trodden, but haunted
decks.
In Part II, ‘Windrush regeneration: A river winds through it’.
Sources for this exploration: Mark Mark. The Windrush
Valley, Amberley Publishing, 2010; Wikipedia; The Guardian;
and the website: thurrock.gov.uk/history-on-river-thames/
empire-windrush-and-tilbury-docks.
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family.” He handed Sarah a
rose-coloured leather purse
with a gold Mannequin Inc logo for her check.
“Glad to be a part of the family.” Sarah smiled her
gratitude to her benefactor. She slipped the check into
her purse and walked out the door to join the other eager
ladies in the lobby.
When the group arrived at their Caribbean
destination, they unpacked and relaxed by the pool
with cocktails served by the waiting staff. Each girl was
escorted away for an hour and returned to join the others.
Sarah noticed a behavior modification when they returned.
They seemed docile and robotic, like June B-One.
When Sarah was summoned, she preceded a medical
attendant into a room with two reclining chairs. Dr D was
fast asleep in one chair. One set of probes hanging above each
chair from the ceiling were attached to his temples. A sudden
jab into her arm made Sarah collapse. The attendant’s injection
paralysed her. He lifted her to the chair and secured the
second set of probes to her temples. Her brain was alert, but
her muscles had become useless.
The attendant flipped a switch and left. The probes started
to upload data from Sarah’s mind and download it into Dr D’s
brain. Alarm bells rang loudly in her head, and she realised
that Dr D was stealing her intellect to enhance his brainpower
and reprogram her to control her thoughts. He was turning his
subjects into zombies!
Sarah used every ounce of willpower to force her muscles
to respond to her mental instructions. She ripped the probes
from her head and switched them with Dr D’s. She felt like her
brain was exploding with the download of information from
Dr D’s mind.
Sarah used her new-found power over Dr D to take over
his empire and control him into good deeds. She returned
everyone to normal and changed the organisation’s name to
‘MODELS INC’, a legitimate modeling agency.
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Latest lockdown a ‘knock-out’ punch for businesses - Persad-Bissessar
Port-of-Spain – The latest Covid-19 measures will be a
“knock out” punch for hundreds of businesses already struggling due to the government’s failure to ensure proper economic
stability and stimulus from the first lockdown, Opposition
leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar said last week. She also questioned the quality of data being used by the government as its
guidelines in re-introducing the lockdown.
“What is most troubling is that the government has imposed
this current lockdown in a completely ad hoc manner,” she
asserted.
She added, “How is it that boats at the Buccoo Reef can
continue to ply their trade, but are not allowed to play music?
Is the government suggesting that Covid-19 is now spread by
sound waves?”
Instead of a roll-back, the government should roll out measures to fix economy, she declared. Also, that the recent decision
to reinstate lockdown measures is “incoherent and symptomatic
of the clueless and ineffectual Rowley- led government”.
Persad-Bissessar warned more job losses will come, as many
businesses will be forced to either cut staff, or shut their doors
completely. Such a dire outcome would follow the thousands
who have already lost jobs and income due to the government’s
mishandling of the crisis, Persad-Bissessar added.
She also noted that lockdown measures were having little

Foreign Minister Dr Amery Browne (left) & Indian
High Commissioner Arun Kumar Sahu receive the
vaccines at Piarco International Airport last week

T&T receives vaccine gift
Port-of-Spain – Indian High Commissioner to Trinidad and
Tobago Arun Kumar Sahu last week handed over 40,000 vaccines gifted to nationals, the shots courtesy the Indian government. The AstraZeneca vaccines arrived last Tuesday.
“I urge all Trinbagonians to believe in science, and take the
vaccine if they are eligible, and if vaccines are available,” Sahu
said following the handover.
He added, “It is our duty and responsibility to be safe, and to
keep others safe.”
Sahu noted India and Trinidad & Tobago share a longfriendly relationship, a similar history, culture and democratic
value system, and that the vaccine donation is a reciprocation of
that long-standing relationship.
He extended gratitude to both Prime Minister Dr Keith
Rowley and Opposition Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar, who
had written to India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi separately,
requesting vaccines.
He thanked Rowley and Foreign Minister Dr Amery Browne
for conveying their appreciation to Modi, and External Affairs
Minister Dr S. Jaishankar and to Persad-Bissessar for her letter
that was written to India’s PM Narendra Modi.
“We understand and value [Persad-Bissessar’] sentiments.
The people of India are proud of her achievements and struggle.
Many in India look up to her as a beacon of women empowerment,” Sahu said.
He also noted that in the last weeks, many individuals on
the street, professionals, diaspora organisations, public personalities, business establishments, NGOs, and the media, have
expressed their feelings either personally or through messages,
e-mails, and social media posts.
'Your warmth touched us. I assure you that a hand of
friendship extended to India will always find reciprocity,” he
responded.
Sahu further thanked the team of officials in the Trinidad
and Tobago Ministry of Health and Foreign and Caricom
Affairs, and those in the High Commission, Ministry of
External Affairs in New Delhi, and others in India who worked
diligently to put in place the logistics, so the vaccines arrived at
its earliest in Trinidad & Tobago.
The Ministry of Foreign and Caricom Affairs also issued a
release announcing the arrival of the Indian vaccines. It stated
the gift was as a result of the “gracious response” from Modi to
a letter sent by Rowley on February 23, 2021. The release stated
that this further strengthens the long-standing relationship
between the governments and people of both countries.
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impact on PNM ministers and their friends who continue to
engage in arm wrestling events, golf tournaments in Tobago,
and throwing elaborate weddings.
“That is perhaps why the PNM has little regard for how lockdown measures have impacted the public,” she stated.
Persad-Bissessar said it is totally unsettling the government
has enacted measures without reciprocating support towards
the workers that will certainly be affected by these new regulations.
She also noted during the last lockdown the government
splurged in what was then a pre-election landscape.
Said Persad-Bissessar: “[Today] with no election, they
couldn’t care less about the workers of this nation who are
struggling”.
Persad-Bissessar noted that from the onset of the pandemic,
the Opposition recognised a need to balance lives and livelihoods. However, the PNM appears intent on destroying both
the lives and livelihoods of ordinary citizens.
“The PNM’s laissez-faire attitude in dealing with the acquisition of vaccines highlights their lack of care or concern for the
people of this country,” she stated.
Additionally, the PNM’s “roadmap to recovery”, like all of
Prime Minister’s Keith Rowley’s plans, has fallen to the wayside.
The government is simply using the Covid-19 pandemic to

Kamla Persad-Bissessar
mask its own failings, as well as maintain autocratic control of
the country.
“Sadly, the PNM’s only focus during this crisis is to continue
to raid the Heritage and Stabilisation Fund while the country
falls into ruin,” she declared.

PoS businesses show ‘widespread disappointment’

Port-of-Spain – Downtown Port-of-Spain businesses last
However, Aboud said “no one can quarrel about the closure
week expressed its “widespread disappointment” following the of beaches, especially given the Carnival atmosphere in many
government’s announcement that restaurants and similar busi- major beaches on the North and East coast”.
nesses were again facing severe restrictions on operations as a
However, he added it was “very worrying” that “while Covidresult of a Covid-19 surge in infections.
19 imposes a burden on citizens’ outlook, and is damaging to
President of the Downtown Owners’ and Merchants’ people’s confidence about the future economic prospects, we are
Association Gregory Aboud said last
not seeing any policies on the economic
week the expression of disappointment
front outside of Covid-19 that inspire any
was the reaction from members of the
belief we are going to recover from the
business community following the govtremendous slowdown that we have been
ernment’s announcements. Last week,
experiencing”.
Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh
He added: “Too many decision-maksaid that restaurants, casinos, bars, and
ers are operating in a vacuum, devoid
cinemas were no longer allowed in-house
of the input of critical stakeholders and
dining. He also announced that beaches
with proven competence in matters relatare once again inaccessible.
ing to business and the economy.”
The measures are reminiscent of last
Aboud noted that nationals remain
year’s lockdown, Aboud said, adding,
patriotic and are concerned about the
“We would say that we think the widefuture, while calling on those in authorspread reaction was one of disappointity “to exhibit sensitivity and agility in
ment, because most citizens here are
the country’s affairs outside of Covid-19”.
frustrated and tired that after 13 and half
He declared there was a desperate
months, Covid-19 is still daunting the
need to change the country’s gloomy
world.”
outlook, which he noted was “being disSaid Aboud: “We would like to sugcussed in louder and louder whispers,
gest that the medical profession and
and which is being ignored by those who
the Ministry of Health could perhaps
see every comment, and every suggesGregory Aboud
explain, in more detail, why the restaution, as some sort of political mischief ”.
rants and food establishments are constantly being closed as a
Said Aboud: “[Our] fear of Covid-19 is not greater than our
precautionary measure.”
fear of the economic prospects of our country, and the region
Aboud’s business interests focus on the goods’ sector.
that surrounds us.”
“Our hearts go out to those in the hospitality and entertainAccording to Aboud, there was a need for “serious thinkers”
ment business who have been hanging on a thread since March not afraid of consultation to “step forward and contribute with
2020. But we hasten to add that we appreciate the government’s loud voices before it becomes too late to avert what many fear
worry, especially for the most vulnerable, our elderly citizens, will be lasting damage brought about by Covid-19, and other
and those with co-morbidities that put them at greater risk.”
economic factors that currently prevail”.

Rice farmers optimistic over new parboiled mill
Port-of-Spain – The opening of Trinidad & Tobago’s first
parboiled rice mill is being viewed with optimism by the few
remaining rice farmers in the country.
Hansraj Ramlal is the only surviving rice farmer in Plum
Mitan. Last week he told the media he was feeling optimistic
about the new rice mill.
“I’m happy about it. Things will work out better for the farmers now,” he said.
Ramlal has been cultivating 400 acres of rice for the past
seven years, and selling to the National Flour Mills.
He said Liaquat Ali, owner of Trinidad Parboil Ltd, who will
run the mill with government assistance, has been in constant
contact with him and other farmers, supplying seeds, and
encouraging them.
“He came to Plum Mitan and told us he’s going to open this
mill and he wants us on board. We are waiting to support Ali as
much as we can,” Ramlal said.
The sod for the rice milling plant in Milton, Couva, in central
Trinidad, was turned early last month by Ali; also on hand were
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries Minister Clarence Rambharat,
and Trade and Industry Minister Paula Gopee-Scoon.
Ali will receive Agriculture Development Bank funding
for the mill, and will be leased State land at a reduced cost

of between (TT) $500 and $1,500 annually. He is a former
president of the Couva/Point Lisas Chamber of Industry and
Commerce.
Ali said the plan is to offer help to rice farmers, bring them
on board, and engage new ones. Local farmers will produce
paddy for the mill, which will be converted into parboiled rice.
It is hoped the mill will eventually produce between 30 and
40 percent of the parboiled rice consumed locally.
But for other farmers, it is a little too late, with one grower
telling the media he was now bankrupt.
“The industry suffered abuse for nine years through late payments from [NFM], and most of the farmers have been forced to
leave rice farming,” Eniath Hosein said last week. He cultivated
250 acres of rice in Caroni, and indicated he was now bankrupt.
“Right now, I’m going into receivership. All my equipment
will be going to the [ADB] this month,” he said. Hosein began
having problems starting 2018.
“My fields were flooded out and everything was compounded by late payments from NFM. I just don’t have enough money
to continue in rice anymore. That is the end of me in rice. I
reached a state where I don’t think I can recover. My big problem is really the interest [ADB] is charging... My credit rating
has gone right down,” he said.
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Young gets Energy in Cabinet reshuffle
From Page 1
positions at Petrotrin from 1980-1999.
His one far-reaching role in the energy
sector of Trinidad and Tobago, and what will
now be his most significant ministerial legacy,
was overseeing the restructuring, and then
termination of operations at the State-owned
Petrotrin. As it was when the PNM government closed down the sugar industry in 2003,
the 2018 termination of Petrotrin continues
to have traumatic ripples on people’s lives in
south Trinidad, and on the struggling national
economy.
However, to the end, Khan defended his
decision to terminate operations at Petrotrin,
maintaining that the company had the potential to ruin the national economy if the haemorrhage it was causing was not staunched.
Following the death announcement, Chief
Medical Officer Roshan Parasram was asked
by the media if Khan’s passing was related to
Covid-19, and whether there could be a possible link through exposure to PM Rowley during the asymptomatic stage of his infection. In

Ontario goes into
another lockdown

From Page 1
everyone must adhere to public health measures and stay at home as much as possible to
protect capacity in our health system, and the
health of thousands of Ontarians."
In the broader picture as it seeks to limit
transmission of the coronavirus and its
emergent variants, the Ontario government
also restricted travel into the province from
Manitoba and Quebec, with exceptions granted
for essential purposes such as work, health care
services, transportation and delivery of goods
and services, or exercising Aboriginal or treaty
rights.
Other public health and workplace safety
measures now in place include prohibition of
all outdoor social gatherings and organised
public events, except with members of the
same household, or one other person from
outside that household who lives alone, or a
caregiver for any member of the household.
All non-essential workplaces in the construction sector have been closed, and there
is now in place reduced capacity limits to 25
percent in all retail settings where in-store
shopping is permitted.
Included in this list are supermarkets, grocery stores, convenience stores, indoor farmers’
markets, and other stores that primarily sell
food and pharmacy items.
Outdoor recreational amenities, such as golf
courses, basketball courts, soccer fields, and
playgrounds are closed with limited exceptions.
Also, the government has imposed ten-people
limits on attendance at weddings, funerals, and
religious services, rites or ceremonies, whether
indoors or outdoors.
Along with these limits, social gatherings
are prohibited that are associated with receptions for services as weddings and funerals,
except for members of the same household, or
one other person from outside that household
who lives alone. However, drive-in services are
permitted.
Labour Minister McNaughton also called on
businesses to do their part, saying, “Now, more
than ever before, businesses need to take all
measures possible to stop the spread of Covid19. We’re in workplaces every day to enforce
safety requirements, and we won’t hesitate to
stop unsafe work and ticket offenders.”
He also revealed the province had launched
an enhanced, targeted provincewide inspection
campaign of construction sites.
The campaign has since sent out 200 workplace inspectors, supported by provincial
offenses officers, and are now visiting 1,300
constructions sites to enforce Covid-19 safety
requirements.

reply, Parasram deferred the questions to the
government.
Earlier this week, the Minister of
Communications and Minister in the Office of
the Prime Minister Symon de Nobriga revealed
that Khan had died of a heart attack.
Said De Nobriga: “Franklin Khan had a history of heart problems, so I’m not sure if there
was anything untoward in his passing. We are
obviously very saddened by it, but he had a history of heart problems. It has been confirmed
that he died of a heart attack.”
On Monday, the government moved to fill
the energy portfolio left behind by Khan’s passing, announcing it had re-shuffled the Cabinet
by shifting Stuart Young from the National
Security Ministry to the Energy Ministry.
The reshuffle also saw Laventille West MP
Fitzgerald Hinds replacing Young as National
Security Minister, while La Horquetta/Talparo
MP Foster Cummings assumed Hinds’ former
portfolio as Youth Development and National
Service Minister.
The Opposition UNC was livid following

the move, with Oropouche East MP Dr Roodal
Moonilal declaring in typical ad hominem
fashion that, “The Prime Minister’s health has
clearly further impaired his judgement.”
Moonilal also indicated that debate on the
no-confidence motion, which the UNC filed
against Khan in the House of Representatives
on February 26, will continue, because Young
“will be equally incompetent as his unfortunate
predecessor”.
Commenting on the government’s relocation of Hinds, Moonilal said he was “a wellknown and proven failure in about eight ministries”.
According to Moonilal, Rowley should have
asked Commissioner of Police Gary Griffith to
return as National Security Minister, a position
he held during the former UNC-led People's
Partnership coalition government.
Moonilal concluded that Rowley was just
“moving scrap iron from one side of a yard
to another”, since he had a dearth of talent to
choose from in the government.
UNC vice-chairman Khadijah Ameen also

Stuart Young
scoffed at the changes in the government, saying, “Reshuffle a pack of jokers. [PM Rowley]
as Prime Minister cannot reshuffle incompetence and expect competence.”
Meanwhile, PM Rowley remains in isolation in Tobago, still infected with Covid-19,
the government indicating on Monday that he
tested positive for the virus for a third time.
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The Golden Years of Indian Cinema

‘Stylish’ Pran was Hindi film villany at its best

T

he film could have been made anytime between the
Anecdotes
1950s and 1990s. The hero was listless, the heroine did
all that was expected of her, and so did the supporting
While shooting for a sequence in Bobby, Pran alcast. The songs were “hummable”, but the success of the film
most drowned in a river. Fortunately, he managed
was due to just one person, the villain.
to get hold of a rock and saved himself.
Scene after scene he dominated – in looks, personality, and
During the casting of Bobby, Raj Kapoor couldn't
histrionics. The audience responded with cheers and whistles.
afford Pran’s fee, which was in the range of 5-10
The film could be a crime story, a family tear-jerker, a comedy,
lakhs in the 1970-1975 period. Pran agreed to do
or a war movie, but the villain was the same… Pran. Invariably
the film with a signing amount of Re 1.
the film was a hit.
Pran Krishan Sikand was the shining star in the galaxy of
Pran was very fond of watching cricket, and was
Hindi film villains for more than five decades. In Ram aur
close friends with former West Indies captain Sir
Shyam, a blockbuster film from the South, Dilip Kumar played
Frank Worrell.
a double role and romanced Waheeda Rehman and Mumtaz,
In the film Badi Behen in 1949, Pran adopted
Naushad Saab provided the melodies, but Pran, as the greedy,
the action of blowing perfect smoke rings while
cruel brother-in-law, was impeccable. The audience without
smoking his cigarettes for first time. Later, he was
exception hated him, and relished every blow inflicted on him
asked by various directors from the 1950’s until
by the hero. That was the Pran magic.
the 1990’s to do this act in mawny films. This act
Hindi films could boast of other outstanding villains –
became his trademark action.
Jeevan, Prem Chopra, Amrish Puri, Ranjeet and Ajit – but
Pran was the most ‘stylish’ of them all. Characters in Hindi
films, main or supporting, had to have mannerisms, or repeat
by the British.
bits and pieces of popular dialogue. Pran did not need any of
He never wanted to live in Mumbai, but couldn’t return to
that.
Lahore after partition, his daughter, Pinky Bhalla, said in an
Whether it was the rich zamindar, the smuggler, the dacoit,
interview with rediff.com, an Indian portal.
or the crooked politician, Pran played them all with flair. As
“He had to start all over again, and it was quite a struggle,”
the evil rich man, he
she said.
exuded a sort of steely
Pran persevered, and a year after
contempt that froze
partition, he landed a role in Ziddi
the other characters.
(Haughty), with Dev Anand and
He maintained a
Kamini Kaushal as lead actors.
figure and personality
He spoke so little about his work
that suited an urban
at home that his daughter didn’t
villain. Watch him
even know he was famous until she
in a three-piece suit,
was older, Bhalla said. He played in
glass in hand, steely
more than 350 films, including the
eyes, lips curled in
blockbusters of their day.
contempt, ordering
Bhalla recalled that her father
everyone in a rasping
did not want a party on his 90th
voice… This was
birthday, but the family invited a
Hindi film villainy at
large number of friends and relatives
its best.
anyway. Pran relented, and was
Watching Pran
overjoyed to see so many guests, she
overshadowing most
said in the interview.
of the main actors,
“He told my brother, ‘Now I will
one often wondered
be 100, and then out’,” she said.
why producers cast
In May 2013, an ailing Pran
him as the villain, but
was presented with the Dadasaheb
denied him the hero’s
Phalke Award, the Indian
role. Occasionally,
government’s highest honor for
the actor offered an
cinema, at his Mumbai home. Two
explanation: he hated
months later, he was hospitalised
A debonair Pran in Sinbad The Sailor.
running around trees
for two weeks at Mumbai’s Lilavati
and chasing heroines. He did not mind taking on actors of
Hospital, and died on July 12, 2013 at age 93.
the calibre of Dilip Kumar, Raj Kapoor, Dev Anand, Rajendra
The highest paid character actor in the industry, Pran
Kumar, and so on.
earned more than quite a few heroes, but spent freely for good
Some of the shrewd producers, noticing that smouldering
causes. The first to volunteer for film star cricket matches for
volcano within him, offered him roles which went beyond
charity, he and Dilip Kumar successfully ran a soccer team
mere villainy. Remember the evil dacoit Rakha in Raj Kapoor’s ‘Bombay Dynamos’ in the 1950s.
Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behti Hain?
Principles were his
When opportunities came to do a
priority. He refused
character role, Pran was more than ready.
to accept the Best
Manoj Kumar’s Shaheed and Upkar
Supporting actor award
proved his mettle. He found a soulmate
for Beimaan because
in Ashok Kumar in experimenting with
judges for this contest
different roles, and they made a hit pair in
(obviously under
the comic crime thriller, Victoria 203.
pressure) presented the
Who can forget his Sher Khan, which
Best Music Award to
almost eclipsed inspector Vijay (Amitabh
the silly film Pehchaan,
Bachchan) in Zanjeer? In the film the
ignoring Ghulam
appeal of Pran’s menacing eyes made him
Mohammad’s immortal
appear as the most dreaded of villains
melodies in Pakeezah.
that helped a young Amitabh Bachchan
Pran possessed a
become India’s biggest film star. After
special kind of magic
reportedly recommending Bachchan for
that allowed him to
the part, Pran would team up with the
captivate filmgoers
superstar for more than a dozen films
as a villain, recalled
thereafter.
Bachchan in a foreword
The New Delhi-born son of a civil
to the biography And
engineer, Pran wanted to become a
Pran by film journalist
professional photographer. However,
Bunny Reuben.
a chance meeting with writer Wali
“Onscreen villainy is a
Mohammad Wali in Lahore, now in
thankless job, which Pran
Pakistan, led to his first role opposite
accepted and carried out
Pran’s villany was aided by a cigarette
actress Ranjhana in a Punjabi film, Yamla
with such a degree of
Jat, in 1940. He acted in several films produced in Lahore
perfection that he became the actor the entire nation loved to
before shifting to Mumbai after the partition of India in 1947
hate,” Bachchan wrote.
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Ehan Bhat & Edilsy Vargas in 99 Songs

Rahman excels as a musician;
needs to speed it up as writer
By Pradeep Kumar
usic is powerful. It is soothing, can heal and effect
a change across the world. A.R. Rahman, the
writer and composer of 99 Songs, is living proof.
Unfortunately, on the evidence of 99 Songs, writer Rahman
does not yet possess the nuance required to seamlessly
translate that concept to the big screen.
99 Songs follows Jay (Ehan Bhat) – an aspiring musician,
whose childhood we learn about through montages and
flashbacks as the story progresses. He grows up with a father
who detests music, but the protagonist finds his calling
anyway.
He is in love with a mute girl, Sophia Singhania (Edilsy
Vargas), the daughter of a rich industrialist. He wishes to marry
Sophia, but we have a stereotypical dad who doesn’t believe
in Jay’s dreams of becoming a musician. When Jay stands his
ground, the dad lays down a challenge – compose 100 songs
before he can come around asking his daughter’s hand in
marriage.
And so Jay sets out on a journey that turns both his and
Sophia’s worlds upside down. How the duo reunites by
overcoming hardships, self-doubt, and infidelity rumours form
the rest of the plot.
In its visual narrative, 99 Songs is a nerd fest – especially for
those who work closely with musical instruments. There are
fabulous shots of the music-making process that can only serve
the interests of a niche community. The issue which serves as
the film’s undoing is the boring, old (read as: done to death)
story line, and the familiar tropes.
As someone who looks like a teenage version of Hrithik
Roshan, Ehan Bhat looks ambitious – to play the part of
Jay, but there is no way artistes can get a grip on their
performance when the story just ambles, and that too towards
a predictable end. The ambling affair is more pronounced in
certain portions – like when we are introduced to a flashback
sequence of Jay’s mom, the general feeling is, “Speed up things,
please!”
Films like 99 Songs need not necessarily bank heavily on a
unique screenplay; it is a musical, audiences walk in seeking
an experience of a different kind, and which composer
Rahman does provide in abundance – the Jazz club sequences
in Shillong, ‘Jwalamukhi’ track and the many piano riffs
are a treat to savour. However, the success of a musical also
rests on tying the viewer emotionally to the conquest of the
protagonist.
99 Songs essentially being a Hindi film – the dialogues are
dubbed, which does make you feel like you are watching a
Jackie Chan film on Star Vijay on a Sunday (90s kids will get
this) – there is little of relevance to a South Indian audience,
much less a Tamil audience. The protagonists are rich people
– a trope very common in Bollywood, but not so much in
Tamil cinema, at least in the new millennium. This presents a
very interesting proposition for an audience conditioned to see
their protagonists as one among the masses; so at the outset
it is tough to see how Jay’s pursuits would find the emotional
connect with the masses for whom the film is made.
Secondly, successful musicals – for example, School of Rock
– bank on an engaging screenplay: 99 Songs lacks it.
Interestingly, there is VFX in this musical whose final product
seems more a misplaced idea than how it seemed when it
germinated in the creator’s head. However, certain sequences do
land well, like when Jay has an out-of-body experience – when
he is touched, literally, by the goddess of music (or his mom) –
are nuanced additions to the storytelling, but beyond that there
is little else to Jay or his pursuits that keeps us invested.
At some point, Manisha Koirala’s character in the film
remarks: “Music will be the last remaining magic in this
world.” At least in the case of 99 Songs, it is true, and especially
because good scripts and engaging screenplays are going
extinct at a dangerous pace in Indian cinema.
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CRICKET

Holder scores Wisden Player-of-the-Year pick

F

ormer Test captain Jason Holder was
named as one of Wisden’s five Cricketers-of-the-Year, further bolstering an
already mushrooming international profile and
confirming his status as one of the world’s elite
players, Caribbean Media Corporation reported last week.
His admission to the prestigious list sees him
joining Englishmen Dom Sibley, Zak Crawley,
and Darren Stevens, along with Pakistan’s Mohammad Rizwan, as the five most influential
players identified by cricket’s most respected
and authoritative voice.
In making the announcement, Wisden said
Holder “was at the helm when West Indies
toured England and played a central role in his
side’s only win over England” during last year’s
historic three-Test tour at the height of the
global Covid-19 pandemic.
While his returns from five Tests last year
were modest, Holder was rewarded for his leadership role in the ground-breaking first-ever
bio-secure Test series against England, which
signalled the resumption of international cricket following a lockdown due to the coronavirus.
He snatched six for 42 in the first innings
of the opening Test at the Rose Bowl in Southampton to bundle the hosts out for a paltry 204,
and lay the foundation for the visitors’ fourwicket victory.
Holder is currently campaigning in the Indian Premier League for Sunrisers Hyderabad.
Following the news of his selection, he said he
was delighted with the honour, especially after
the “blood, sweat and tears” he had left on the
field.
“This award means so much to me. I’m delighted that my efforts to play well, and making

Jason Holder
a contribution have been bearing fruit. I just
want to continue and reach higher heights,” he
said.
He added, “To be named one of the five Wisden Cricketers of the Year is something truly
special, as over the years I have seen a list of
great players who have etched their names in
history. ...being a recipient of this award means
so much to me after the sweat, blood and tears
I have put out on the cricket field.”
Holder is the third West Indies player in the
last nine years to gain the award, joining teammate Shai Hope (2018), and the now retired
stroke-maker Marlon Samuels (2013).
Hope’s capture of the award had served as an
inspiration, Holder said.
“The last recipient from West Indies was
Shai Hope… and after seeing his performances,
it inspired me to be one of the Wisden Cricket-

ers of the future.”
Holder is one of West Indies’ youngest ever
Test captains. He is among the Caribbean side’s
leading players, and currently sits on top of the
International Cricket Council’s Test all-rounder rankings.
He has also been widely praised for his discipline and character, and the dignity with which
he led West Indies. Cricket West Indies president Ricky Skerritt said Holder had continued
to make the region proud.
“Congratulations to Jason whose all-round
cricket excellence is making all West Indians
proud. For such a relatively young and intelligent athlete, he should get even better,” said
Skerritt.
CWI director of cricket, Jimmy Adams, also
praised Holder’s character, especially leading
West Indies during the early pandemic period.
“On behalf of all of us at Cricket West Indies, I want to congratulate Jason on his being
selected as one of Wisden’s Five Cricketers of
the Year,” Adams said. He is also a former West
Indies captain.
He added, “In a period that has thrown up
many challenges, he has performed consistently with distinction and dignity, both on and off
the field, and we wish him all the success possible going forward.”
Holder was replaced as Test captain by seasoned opener Kraigg Brathwaite, ahead of the
two-Test series against Sri Lanka last month.
West Indies white-ball captain, Kieron Pollard, was also voted by Wisden as Leading T20
Cricketer in the World for his exploits in leading Trinbago Knight Riders to the Caribbean
Premier League title, and for playing a key role
in Mumbai Indians’ capture of the IPL.

well-renowned six-hitting skills along the way”.
Wisden is cricket’s most authoritative and
respected publication.
Under Pollard, TKR played unbeaten last
year to capture the CPL for a record fourth
time. Weeks later, he played a key role in inspiring Mumbai to a successful defence of their Indian Premier League title, and their fifth crown
overall.
“[The year] 2020 has not been great for all of
us, being hit by a pandemic. We did not expect
something like this, but we were able to use this
time wisely, spend time with family, reflect and
think about what we want to do,” Pollard said.

He is currently in Mumbai playing in the
IPL, which got underway last week.
Said Pollard: “I got the opportunity to play
some cricket as well, and it has worked. Being
able to be named T20 Player of the Year 2020, I
think was a fantastic achievement in what [has]
transpired, and I just want to continue to make
my family, my friends, and my real supporters
and people who support the Kieron Pollard
brand proud.”
Pollard has emerged as one of the world’s
leading T20 cricketers over the last decade, renowned for his destructive lower order hitting,
brilliant fielding, and clever medium pace.

Darcie Brown
“DK should be incredibly proud of her contribution to Australian cricket,” Flegler said.
He added, “She made her international debut at the very young age of 18, took a break
from the game, and returned to make a huge
contribution at all levels. During that time, she
developed from a raw fast bowler into a genuine all-rounder, and has been regarded as one
of the best fielders in the world. She’s a been a
wonderful teammate and an important member of our Ashes- and T20 World Cup-winning
squads and we thank her for her outstanding

service to the game."
Three players who were part of the recent
New Zealand tour: Hannah Darlington, Molly
Strano, and Belinda Vakarewa, did not make
the pick.
Australia played six T20Is and six ODIs,
all against New Zealand, under the previous
contract period with the schedule severely impacted by Covid-19, although that was more
than some teams managed. They extended
their ODI-winning streak to a world-record
24 matches with a 3-0 victory in New Zealand
while had a 3-2 return in T20Is.
“We’re proud of the playing group for the
resilience and hard work they displayed over a
challenging season, which for many included
multiple quarantines and hubs, as we now look
ahead to a huge year of cricket,” Flegler said.
“Since our loss to India in the semi-final of
the 2017 World Cup, we’ve been focussed on
winning the trophy back. The World Cup in
New Zealand is, therefore, a big focus for the
playing group, as are the home series against
our great rivals England and India.”
The players are now on their annual leave,
which runs until the end of May. Following this,
a significant number of the players will travel to
England to be part of the Hundred. Next season
India and England are due to tour. England will
arrive for a multi-format Ashes series before
the World Cup in March 2022.

Pollard named Leading T20 Cricketer in the World -Wisden

I

t is a “fantastic achievement” being named
by Wisden as the Leading T20 Cricketer in
the World, an elated Kieron Pollard said
last week. Additionally, he says he is hoping to
create even more history in the coming year.
Pollard’s comments followed Wisden’s announcement of his achievement late last
Wednesday, the Caribbean Media Corporation
reported.
According to Wisden, the West Indies whiteball captain had distinguished himself by
“[helping] the Trinbago Knight Riders to [Caribbean Premier League] glory and the Mumbai Indians to another IPL title, displaying his

Young Aussie pacer Brown gets her first contract

F

ast bowler Darcie Brown received her
first Cricket Australia contract, the one
change from 2020’s list that saw her replacing Delissa Kimmince who announced her
retirement, ESPNCricinfo reported last week.
Brown is 18 years old, and made her Australia debut in T20Is and ODIs on the recent tour
of New Zealand during the Women’s Big Bash
League and Women’s National Cricket League
games. Capable to delivering at speeds above
120kph, she is viewed by the selectors as part of
the long-term future of Australia’s pace-bowling ranks alongside Tayla Vlaeminck.
“Darcie is an incredibly exciting fast-bowling talent, as we saw on the recent T20I and
ODI tour of New Zealand, and she has consistently been the fastest bowler in the country as
shown by our testing around the States,” national selector and high performance manager
Shawn Flegler said.
Additionally, “She had tremendous raw pace
throughout the junior ranks, and we think she
has the potential to form an excellent new ball
partnership with Tayla Vlaeminck for many
years to come.”
Kimmince made her Australia debut in
2008, and last week called time on a career
that included 16 ODI and 44 T20I appearances
where she was part of the T20 World Cup-winning squads of 2014, 2018, and 2020. She has
also won two WBBL titles with Brisbane Heat.
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Indian Premier
League Schedule

Wednesday, April 21 2021
IPL 2021: Punjab Kings vs Sunrisers Hyderabad, 14th Match MA Chidambaram
Stadium, Chennai 4:00 AM 10:00 AM
GMT / 03:30 PM LOCAL.
Kolkata Knight Riders vs Chennai Super
Kings, 15th Match Wankhede Stadium,
Mumbai 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL.
Thursday, April 22 2021
IPL 2021 Royal Challengers Bangalore vs
Rajasthan Royals, 16th Match Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai 8:00 AM 02:00 PM
GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Friday, April 23 2021
IPL 2021 Punjab Kings vs Mumbai
Indians, 17th Match MA Chidambaram
Stadium, Chennai 8:00 AM 02:00 PM
GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Saturday April 24 2021
IPL 2021 Rajasthan Royals vs Kolkata
Knight Riders, 18th Match Wankhede
Stadium, Mumbai 8:00 AM 02:00 PM
GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Sunday, April 25 2021
IPL 2021 Chennai Super Kings vs
Royal Challengers Bangalore, 19th Match
Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai 4:00 AM
10:00 AM GMT / 03:30 PM LOCAL.
Sunrisers Hyderabad vs Delhi Capitals,
20th Match MA Chidambaram Stadium,
Chennai 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL.
Monday, April 26 2021
IPL 2021 Punjab Kings vs Kolkata Knight
Riders, 21st Match Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad 8:00 AM 02:00 PM
GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Tuesday, April 27 2021
IPL 2021 Delhi Capitals vs Royal Challengers Bangalore, 22nd Match Narendra
Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad 8:00 AM
02:00 PM GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Wednesday, April 28 2021
IPL 2021Chennai Super Kings vs Sunrisers Hyderabad, 23rd Match Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT
/ 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Thursday, April 29 2021
IPL 2021Mumbai Indians vs Rajasthan
Royals, 24th Match Arun Jaitley Stadium,
Delhi 4:00 AM 10:00 AM GMT / 03:30
PM LOCAL.
Delhi Capitals vs Kolkata Knight Riders,
25th Match Narendra Modi Stadium,
Ahmedabad 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT /
07:30 PM LOCAL.
Friday, April 30 2021
IPL 2021Punjab Kings vs Royal Challengers Bangalore, 26th Match Narendra
Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad 8:00 AM
02:00 PM GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Saturday, May 01 2021
IPL 2021 Mumbai Indians vs Chennai
Super Kings, 27th Match Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT
/ 07:30 PM LOCAL
Sunday, May 02 2021
IPL 2021 Rajasthan Royals vs Sunrisers Hyderabad, 28th Match Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi 4:00 AM 10:00 AM GMT
/ 03:30 PM LOCAL.
Punjab Kings vs Delhi Capitals, 29th
Match Narendra Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT / 07:30
PM LOCAL.
Monday, May 03 2021
IPL 2021 Kolkata Knight Riders vs Royal
Challengers Bangalore, 30th Match Narendra Modi Stadium, Ahmedabad 8:00
AM 02:00 PM GMT / 07:30 PM LOCAL.
Tuesday, May 04 2021
IPL 2021 Sunrisers Hyderabad vs Mumbai Indians, 31st Match Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi 8:00 AM 02:00 PM GMT
/ 07:30 PM LOCAL.
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Vaughan ON, L4L 4C2
Tel: 416-241-3337 Fax: 416-987-0056
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gtaleaders@gmail.com
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Abdool Saif Saheed
Sales Representative
647-894-0764

The Stanley District

A spectacular new master
planned community is
taking shape. Comprised
Star ting
of stellar condominium
from mid residences, a boutique
$400s!
hotel and street level
retail, The Stanley District
is bringing a new level
of luxury and panache
to Niagara’s evolving
landscape. Close to all
the cultural offerings and
amenities of this vibrant
area, The Stanley District
is securely entrenched
within one of the city’s most
desirable communities.

Toronto – For Lease $2,750

Niagara Falls, ON

For Sale

$1,049,900

Shawn Ambedkar
Broker

Abdool Saheed
Broker of Record/Owner
416-731-7527

Toronto
Location! Location! Location! Luxurious corner
unit freehold TH. 4 large
bdrms, 2.5 baths w/quality finishes thruout. Lge
w/o deck from kitchen,
perfect for family bbqs.
Mast bdrm features gorgeous skylights. Private
rooftop terrace, great for
entertainment. No carpet
thruout. Lots of natural
light! Steps to 401.

Cozy det home in desirable
location. Near to all amenities:
Humber College, 400 series
hwys, transit, shopping & more.
3 bdrms on 2nd flr w/brand
new wrm. Open concept liv/din
area, w/o to b/yard from b/fast
area. Renov. w/modern finishes.
Ready for you to move in.

Brampton

3-year new executive 2 storey
Listed
$799K
for:
freehold townhouse in highly
sought after neighbourhood in
Brampton. No carpet thruout.
Open concept layout with w/o to
backyard. Finished basement with
potential for in-law suite. Close
to major hwys and all amenities
including grocery shopping plazas,
SOLD OVER ASKING!
places of worship.

The Buckingham at Grand Central Mimico
Grand Central Mimico
is Toronto’s new transittailored community.
Anchored by Mimico GO
Station, this community
will be a vibrant, allinclusive & future proof
neighbourhood. Thoughtful
timeless design, transit &
modern amenities converge
to create South Etobicoke’s
most relevant & significant
community.
Starting
From Mid -

$500K
Grand Festival Condos*
Take your life to a whole
new level of fun and
celebration at Grand
at Festival. Vaughan's
spectacular new masterplanned City Center.

Markham

For Sale
$490,000
SOLD
$50K
OVER
ASKING!!!

Emerald City Condominiums
North York, ON

437-235-7599

Starting
From Mid- $300K

SOLD FOR $160K
OVER ASKING!

* THE NEXT PHASE
AT FESTIVAL SOUTH
VMC, CANADA’S BESTSELLING CONDOMINIUM
COMMUNITY.
Starting
From the low:

$949,000

Omnis Insurance

& Investment Solutions Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR
INSURANCE NEEDS
• LIFE • MORTGAGE
• DISABILITY
• TRAVEL • VISITOR
• CRITICAL ILLNESS
• SUPER VISA
• RESP & RRSP
• INVESTMENT

If you fail to plan, then
you’re planning to fail.

Abdool Saheed
Financial Advisor

Cell: 416-731-7527

Emerald City 1 is a luxury condominium that defines this new
community at the corner of Sheppard and Don Mills; a particular North York location that is becoming one of the city's most
sought-after places to live.

A Beautiful Open Concept Renovation - 3 bedroom, 4
washrooms, Detached Home in York. Huge Backyard.
Conveniently Located Within Walking Distance To
amenities and schools. Extremely Close Proximity to
Public Transit! A Great Place to Call Home.

The Mill Landing Condos Georgetown, ON

Starting
From

$700K

Victory Green Markham, ON
Victory Green is a new townhouse & single-family home development by Remington Homes. Currently in preconstruction at
Middlefield Road & 14th Ave, Markham. Sales for available unit’s
range in price: $1,300,990 to over $1,500,990. Victory Green has
a total of 39 units. Sizes range from 1,781-2,900 square feet.
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Starting
From

$400K

An idyllic location, that boasts a quaint village environment
with vibrant urban conveniences. Come home to an elevated community featuring a modern boutique building that
invites exclusive condominium suites & luxurious amenities
that complement your life with abundance and ease.
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$500K

TAB

ACCOUNTING
& FINANCIAL
SERVICES INC.

647-852-7243
MORTGAGE

1st, 2nd, & Refinance

PROPOSAL/
BANKRUPTCY

Make One Small Monthly
Payment For All Your Debts

INCOME TAX SERVICES
Personal • Business
Business Registration
HST • Payroll • WSIB

Abdool Saheed
C: 416-731-7527

Jason Saheed
C: 647-293-8397

